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- We respectfully submit herewith the Annual Report of the Commission's
activities and accomplishments for the Fiscal Year 1967.

EYE HEALTH SERVICE

The Eye Health Service function is to prevent blindness and to help conserve
the vision of New Jersey citizens through community-wide vision- screening programs,
public information, as well as through direct case service and counsel to individuals
requiring eye surgery or treatment.

In the case sérvice sphere, the total number served amounted to 877. Sight

was restored or improved in 234 cases.

The Amblyopia p'rogram, now in its second year has grown substantially. This

yéar 15 commﬁnity ;ietection programs including the first county-wide one (in Camden
County) were cohducteda Of the 7,721 preschool youngsters screened, 1,081 required
follow-up for possible' visual defects. During the year, the Sight Conservation
Committee of the Medical Society of New Jersey officially transferred the Preschool
Vision SCreening Program to the Commission for the Blind. The Medical Society
continues to support and vcooperate in the program. Various news media have given
cofrerage to individual screening programs', as "has the Public Informé,tion Division
of the Department of Institutions and Agencies. |

In the Glaucoma Control Program the 12th State-wide Detection Program was

conducted in 74 hospitals. 7,402 individuals were examined at no cost with 404

Glaucoma suspects referred to the Commission for follow-up. Glaucoma control to
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be effectiw}e requires continuous treatrhent‘and folllow-up., At year's end there were
2, 803 perSons on the Glaucoma Registry, With the assistance of the Commission,.

‘» the ‘De::partm.ent of Ophthalmvology of the New Je rsey College of’ Medicine, has secured
a‘;th_ree‘ year Public’ Health Service grant to study Glaucoma-inten‘sively. Arrange-
ments have been rhade with the college to refer to the Commission for follow-up all
blind or Visually impaire'd individuals discovered by the study. A mobile examina-
tion‘ unit has been given to this program by the Churchill Fund f’of the New Jersey

Blind and is in operation.

,vThe unit also maintains a Diabetic Registry of 893 cases in co-operation with -
the State Department of Health.

- This year, the agency's Traveling Eye Unit provided 144 days of service to

39 public schools and 8 parochial schools, as well as to the Johnstone Research Center
and the North Jersey Training School. A total of 4,206 school ch11dren were examined.

Some -of the important events in the department's Public Informatlon activities

included displays on Cataract and Glaucoma at the Bergen County Health Faur as Well
| as one on Amblyopia and Eye Health at the State Lions Club Conventlon in- Atlant1c
- City, Durmg the year staff members presented 24 lectures, pa.rt101pated in two radio_

broadcasts, and supplied information at various educational conferences.

EDUCATION SERVICE

On June 30, 1967, there were 1,675 ch11dren reglstered with the Educatlon
Department. This represents a net increase of 118 clients over the previous year.

- The number of new referrals during the year was 286 children and 168 were closed.
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‘This increase of 118 clients requiring sérvice represehts"the largest in 14
years and is due principally to the Rubella (Ger\’mai‘l Measles_)v epi»demi'c which
6éc'Urred in 1964 affecting all sections bf the country. Since 'most of the current

referrals are preschoolers more are expected as they approach school age. The

tragic p'art of the Rubelia condition is fhe frequency of poor hearing, cardiac involve-
mént and neurologica‘ll impairment which is found ih addition vto‘ visual loss. Many
~of these children will have only partial visual impairment but the combinations of
disab‘lem‘ent‘ which includes profound deafness and blindness cén be overwhelming to
the par.ent; Because 6f this, the agehcy wiil have tb concentrate more staff on the
speciali_zed'problems of these mﬁlti-handicapped children and decrease staff atten-
.'tion_.to the more customary itinerant'teac"hing and cpunseling. Nearly 60% of the total
educatiOn’ caseload have serious addit‘io‘h_al _hand_icapsl 'becé.use"of a hoét of health and
congenital cdnditions; o | ¢ | |

The classification of these 1,675 children by school néeds are as follows:

Pr}eSchooli o R - ‘_ 156

" Local School Placement (Elementary and Secondary) - 867
Special Classes for Visually Handicapped (Publ‘ic)‘ o . 201

; Rt_e_‘.si’dential Schools and Day Centers S 1.7 |
College and .University ‘ o :‘ | : - : .' 67
| -Mulfi-Handicapped,(th in School - Age 7}‘-_21))“" - s . 43
- In Institutions for Mentally Retarded, etc - 180
Unclassified : | B - - 9

TOTAL e e



Special Federal Grant and Summer Camp

- The Commission took advantage of the availability of Federal Funds and
developed a Title I project during the year. -This permitted the employment of a
full-time person to work with residential schools, our attending students and their
parents - an area previously not covered adequately. It was a-lso> possible in the
summer to employ professional staff with special training and experience to give
individual evaluation, counseling and instruction to numbers of blind or near-blind |
children who are deaf or hard of hearing. This program included some of the pre-
school rﬁbella children and was dramatically successful.

In addition, there were 518 campér weeks available to children staying at
Cafnp Marcella. The usual remedial instruc‘t:'vlon proéram was carried forward and
- four (4) Mobility Instructors were assigned to work with older campers.

“Instructional Materials and Textbook Center

The number of shipments at the Materials and‘Te'xtbovok Centér was about the
same as last year - priﬁcipally because of staff problems. We had no Librarian for
a good part of the year and no unit Supervisor for ‘hvalf the time.

More than ever the Textbook Center has become fhe nefvehea,d for meeting
the everyday school needs of children supervised by the Co_mmis‘sion. The volume
of activity has increased as we are using some services for direct shipping of
educational materials such as Recordings for the Blind in New York which like the
- State Library can fill individual reqﬁest& The Commiésion supplerhents all of this
through the organized effort of nearly 600 voluriteer transcribers and braillists. It

is noticeable in comparing this year's experience with last year that the number of

New Jersey State Library
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braille volumes shipped are down; that large print materials have nearly doubled
because of new sources such as Zerox and increased availability of high school texts.
While sound records dropped, taped recordings of educational materials increased

very substantially clearly reﬂeéting a trend toward this rhedium.

"HOME TEACHING AND SOCIAL SERVICES

The Home Service program serves newly-blinded individuals and homebound
adults through an array of services which includes personal adjustment, training in
communiéation skills, handwork training for leisure -timé or occupafion, and assistance
with personal, family and social problems, related to the individual's loss of sight.
Wbrking with the blind indi;lidual chiefly in his home setting, ‘workers traveled
116, 880 miles and made 5, 132 client callé in providing these services.

Some of the department's highlights include:

1. Provision for a refresher training course in work with the deaf-blind

for two selected Home Teachers. The deparfment is co-operating with
the Industrial Home for the Blind in a spe‘cia,l case finding and sérvices
project to the deaf-blind..

2. Increased gradué.te training for Home Teachers in order to meet

accreditation demandse

3. The department head is particip‘a,ting with a na,tionai professional group -

in compiling a new teaching manual; the development of an instrument for
measuring sta,ff performance; and in planning training institutes and

graduate programs for Home Teachers.



4 | ‘An‘s’_er‘ies of volunteer trainin’g programs :have‘ beenprovided. Fifteen (15) |
| volun'teers have been active in the’northern_part of the ‘Stat,e; ‘Rahway
: and Trenton Prisons provide braille'tr.anscribing vservices_. , ,The Telephone
';_Pioneers Chapter provided, volunteer tape recordings. The‘McCu'lly |
. i:u‘chapter of the Telepho‘ne‘Pioneers c'ontinuesto repai‘r Talking Book
machines and plans to establish ’6-12 regional repair centers in the State.
o 5. As a result of strong leadersh_ipfrom the Commissioner?and the Commis-
v':‘sion' Board and staff, thislyear sawut_he 'establisvhm‘ent of a separate New
. .fv,]f’fvleersvey Library for the Blind and Physicaliy Handicapped., Federal legis-
= ‘fiation now ‘makes provision for the Taiking Book Service to be available
;\v;to 1nd1v1dua1s who cannot read because of a phys1ca1 hand1cap other than
X fbhndness ‘The Comm1ss1on has added th1s serv1ce in its program
o 6 ::In the 1nterest of efflclency the method of dehvermg Talkmg Books has
. :been changed Talkmg Book machlnes in need of repalr W111 be malled by

i '-,"borrowers d1rect1y to repa1r centers and returned 1n the same manner.

| ""f"‘-'VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICE

f» Dur1ng the year 172 employment placements were made On an annual basis,

o B ‘:"the earnmgs of these 1nd1v1dua1s amounted to $488 000 - cons1derab1y more than the

.“‘_'State s share of the cost of the program

e However ‘the most important element in the year s performance was expans1on.
"Changes 1n Federal law made more 1nd1v1duals e11g1b1e for service and 1ncreased the
8 percentage of Federal f1nanc1a1 matchmg Staff expansmn and reaSS1gnment of

rexperlenced staff slowed productlon however, much seed work has been done for the



years ahead.

Some of the highlights include:

1.

Occupancy of a new well-appointed Rehabilitation Center in Newark with
twice as much space as heretofore. His Excellency, Governor Richard J.
Hughes, the State Board of Control and other dignitaries attended the
impressive dedication. |
Arrangements were completed for a new Newark Contract Workshop of
15, 000 square feet scheduled for completion in the fall of 1967.

A new Camden District Office was opened and staffed to better serve the

southern portion of the State.

1,518 clients were served b'y the department - an increase of 28% over the

previous year.

A sp}e(cia.l unit of two (2) Counselors was assigned 1n 1966 to develop
training and placement outlets for multi-handicapped blind persons who
now number 45% of the agency's caseload. Now a year old their results
are outStanding. Centers throughout the State have agreed to open their
facilities to the multi-handicapped. Probléms remain to be solved: |

absorbing the total number requiring service; solving terminal placement

needs and the transportation costs of employed low-producers.

With planning and financial support from the Commission, the Mounf
Carmel Guild opened a specialized evaluatiOn and work center for mentally-

retarded blind individuals with an initial capacity of 20 to 30.

}The Board, the Director and staff have participated very actively on the
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Governor's Advisory Committee and Task Forces for State-wide
Vocational Rehabilitation Planning.

The Contract Workshop program for marginal or noncompetitive blind workers

continued to gi'ow. Gross sales amounted to $330, 000 - a 46% increase over 1966,

The tdtal number of blind employees was 90 witﬁ tc;tal wages in excess of $117, 000.
Averages do not tell the story because of lturnover and some individuals on Social
"Secu}ritvaho worked only part of the year. Minimum Federal wage or better'is paid

at the Shops. Additional handicapped or sighted people aré employed for jobs requiring
vision and for the repair and replacement service required for one contract. The Shop
| program pays its own costs and overhead from income. A new Workshop for the
Camden area is in the planning stage.

Vending Stand Program

The Vending Stand program added three (3) new stands and closed two (2)

marginal ones. This left 50 units in operation. New legislation has been submitted
for consideration to strengthen the program internally and has been recommended by
the Department. In addition, a number of problems arising from operating units in
State buildings where food service requireménts may conflici;g'are being resolvéd.
Gross sales for the year amounted to $1, 200, 000 with net income to operators 'of
$231, 000.

Home Industries

During the latter part of the year the Home Industries Department was incor-

porated into the Vocational Rehabilitation program. This service has been reorganized

to direct its energies toward the training and employment of homebound older adults
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who represent an untapped labor force if p'roperl_yj di_r:ected. .- "'.Av"new'commerciul |
sales pro.g'ram is in development Homebound individuéie‘ ér'é being."t}ratined on
1ndustr1a1-type sewing machmes to produce standardrzed chlldren s wear artlcles

for chain and department stores. This W111 be supplemented by the present program
of producing craft articles for local sales.

In 1967 total craft sales amounted to ]ust under $140 000 w1th income to
clients of $55, 300, ThlS was a drop from the $175,. 0‘00 gross;of a year ago due
principally to the, inability of the New Jerse)t Dis'tributoris, our lohi‘ef "salles' outlet,
to recruit enough sales people because of limited appiicé.nts for Such work at a time
of high employment in the State. s

| Respectfully submltted
NEW JERSEY STATE COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND

Jose’ph‘Kohn, e
Executive Di,rector' o

August 1, 1967
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