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The New Jersey State Library 
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The Boxes 

The Books 
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Mathematical Function 

y = f(x) 
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Mathematical Function Defined 

(Selected from the domain) 

(In the range) 

Example 
 

1 → 2 
2 → 4 
3 → 6 
4 → 8 

5 → 10 
● 
● 
● 
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Function Model of the Library 

Question 

Answer 
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The World’s Documentary Heritage 
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Safeguarding our memories 



Memory 

The library holds in it collections, 
 as if in memory, 

much of New Jersey’s past. 

Information about 
People, Places, and Institutions 
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The Library 

Question 

Answer 
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Library Entry 
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Information Desk 
Public Access Computers 
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Genealogy at the New Jersey 
State Library: 

 

A Cook’s Tour 
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Thomas Cook 

1865 
14 



The New York Times 
Saturday, December 2, 1950 
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Miss Dorothy Lake Obituary 
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Dorothy Alberta Lake 

Arthur Gifford Lake 

Arthur Gifford Lake 

Mary Gifford 
William Bernard Gifford 

Annatie Voorhees 

Daniel Lake 

Anna Delany 

Alberta A. Cole 

Ancestral Chart 
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D.A.R. Lineage Books 
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Gifford: Brief Biography 
Lineage Society Record 

Lineage Book: National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
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Who—What—Where—When (1) 
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THE VAULT 



New Jersey Laws 
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Gifford’s Divorce 
Acts of the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey 

Session Law 
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Genealogy & Local History 
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NJ Marriage Records 1665 – 1800 
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Gifford’s First Marriage 
Vital Record 

New Jersey Marriage Records, 1665-1800 
Index to marriage records 
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. . . Officers of the Continental Army 
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Captain William B. Gifford 
Military Record 

Historical Register of Officers of the Continental 
Army during the War of the Revolution 

April 1775 to December 1783 
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Looking for Joseph Bloomfield 
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Joseph Bloomfield 
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Gifford Joins the Military 
Citizen Soldier: The Revolutionary War 

Journal of Joseph Bloomfield 
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Who—What—Where—When (2) 
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Newspaper Extracts 
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Gifford’s Second Marriage 
Newspaper 

New-Jersey Gazette, May 17, 1780 
Published in Trenton, New Jersey 
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Behind the Fence 
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New York Marriage Licenses 
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Gifford’s Second Marriage 
Vital Record 

Names of Persons for Whom Marriage Licenses 
Were Issued by the Secretary of the Province 

of New York Previous to 1784 
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Who—What—Where—When (3) 
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Interesting Sequence of Events 

Capture by British 
Jan. 25, 1780 

Marriage to Annatie 
Apr. 1, 1780 (license) 

Release by British 
Nov. 22, 1780 
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Van Voorhees Family 
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Annatie’s Family History 
Family Genealogy 

A Genealogy of the Van Voorhees Family in America 

2 
 

5 
 

1 

 
3 
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Annatie’s Father’s Will 
As transcribed in A Genealogy of the Van Voorhees 

Family in America 
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Map Case 
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Mutiny in January 
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Lieutenant Colonel Oliver De Lancey 
 

Adjutant General of the British Army in America 
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Letter Written While Prisoner 
Local History (Transcribed correspondence) 

Mutiny in January by Carl Van Doren, 1943 
Correspondence transcribed in history book 

November 10, 1780 

To: Oliver De Lancey 
 

I will “send or bring in such intelligence as may be of 
service . . . I wish for an opportunity to convince the 
Commander-in-Chief [of the British forces] and the 
world that I am a friend to King George and his 
government.” 
 

From: William Bernard Gifford 
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Level One 
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Writings of Washington 
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Letter from Washington 
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The Letters to De Lancey 

Capture by British 
Jan. 25, 1780 

Marriage to Annatie 
Apr. 1, 1780 (license) 

Release by British 
Nov. 22, 1780 

1st letter to 
De Lancey 

Last letter 
to De Lancey 
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Gifford Arrives in New York City 
Newspaper (Original on microfilm) 

New-York Gazette and the Weekly Mercury 
Monday, January 29, 1781 
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On Saturday se’nnight left the 
Jersies, and on the following 
Day came to this City, from 
Staten-Island, in one of his 
Majesty’s Barges, William 
Bernard Gifford, late a Captain 
in the 3rd Rebel Jersey Regiment 

he wisely embraced the first  
Opportunity of laying down his 
Commission, and returning to 
the Allegiance of his rightful and 
lawful Sovereign 
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Family Stories, Family Secrets 

• Did William Gifford reach the rank of Major? 
 

• Did he serve on Washington’s staff? 

 

• Who knew about his first marriage to Elizabeth? 

 

• Was William Gifford a spy for the British? 
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Gifford Counted Among the Leading 
Citizens of Long Island, 1787 
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Subscription for an Academy 

William B. Gifford   £20 
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What the Subscription Built 
Local History 

The History of the Town of Flatbush in  
Kings County, Long-Island 
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Erasmus Hall 
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Well-to-Do, 1790 
Census 

Heads of Families at the First Census Taken 
in the Year 1790, New York, “Flatbush Town” 
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Report of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, 1911 – 1912 
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Genealogy is about— 
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People 

1 

2 3 



People—Events—Documents 
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William Bernard Gifford Annatie Voorhees 
2 

Mary Gifford Daniel Lake 

Dorothy Alberta Lake 

Elizabeth Smith 
1 

Coert Voorhees 

Sarah Van Brunt 

Joseph Bloomfield 

George Washington Oliver De Lancey 

Francis Barber 



People—Events—Documents 
People in Time and Place 

64 

Birth 

Marriage 
(Divorce) 

Death 

Military Service 
  Commission 
  Wounding 
  Capture 
  Release 

Being Counted in 
a Census 

The Writing of 
  A Letter 
  A Journal 
  A Will 

Burlington—Elizabethtown—New Utrecht—Flatbush—Port Richmond—Sarasota 

1774                1780                   1780             1787               1814                1950 

Other Reported Events 
  Arrival in N.Y. 
  Donation 



People—Events—Documents 
How We Know What We Know 
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about people 

Connecting people with information through libraries 


