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UNIFORM FIRE CODE 

CHAPTER 18 

UNIFORM FIRE CODE 

Authority 

N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198, 201 and 219. 

Source and Effective Date 

R.1995 d.58, effective January 3, 1995. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 4258(a), 27 N.J.R. 878(b). 

Executive Order No. 66(1978) Expiration Date 

Chapter 18, Uniform Fire Code, expires on January 3, 2000. 

Chapter Historical Note 

Chapter 18, which formerly contained rules concerning Rentals, was 
adopted by the New Jersey Housing Finance Agency on July 21, 1970, 
filed and became effective on July 21, 1970 as R.1970 d.86. See: 2 
N.J.R. 47(b), 2 N.J.R. 71(a). The chapter was repealed effective May 
30, 1980 as R.1980 d.234. New rules concerning rents were adopted by 
the Housing Finance Agency at N.J.A.C. 5:80-1. See: 12 N.J.R. 
170(c), 12 N.J.R. 388(a). Chapter 18, Uniform Fire Code, was adopted 
by R.1985 d.66, effective February 19, 1985. See: 16 N.J.R. 3339(b), 
17 N.J.R. 394(a). Subchapter 4, Fire Safety Code, was adopted as 
R.1986 d.214, effective June 16, 1986. See: 17 N.J.R. 1161(a), 18 
N.J.R. 1260(b). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 18 was readopt­
ed as R.l990 d.72, effective January 4, 1990. See: 21 N.J.R. 3344(a), 
22 N.J.R. 337(b). Subchapter 3, State Fire Prevention Code, was 
repealed and an updated Subchapter 3, State Fire Prevention Code, 
was adopted as R.1992 d.105, effective March 2, 1992. See: 23 N.J.R. 
3554(a), 24 N.J.R. 740(a). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter i8 was readopt­
ed as R.1995 d.58. See: Source and Effective Date. See, also, section 
annotations. 

Cross References 

Child care center physical facility requirements, see N .J .A.C. 
10:122-5.1 et seq. 

Children's group home physical facility requirements, see N.J.A.C. 
10:128-4.1 et seq. 

Children's shelter physical facility requirements, see N.J.A.C. 
10:124-5.1 et seq. 

Residential child care physical facility requirements, see N.J.A.C. 
10:127-4.1. 

CHAPTER TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
5:18-1.1 
5:18-1.2 
5:18-1.3 
5:18-1.4 
5:18-1.5 
5:18-1.6 
5:18-1.7 

Title; division into subchapters 
Authority 
Intent and purpose 
Applicability 
Definitions 
(Reserved) 
Severability 

SUBCHAPTER 2. ADMINISTRATION AND 
ENFORCEMENT 

5:18-2.1 Enforcement authority 

New Jersey State Library 18-1 

5:18-2.2 
5:18-2.3 
5:18-2.4 
5:18-2.4A 
5:18-2.4B 
5:18-2.4C 
5:18-2.4D 
5:18-2.5 
5:18-2.6 
5:18-2.7 
5:18-2.8 
5:18-2.9 

5:18-2.10 
5:18-2.11 
5:18-2.12 
5:18-2.12A 
5:18-2.13 
5:18-2.14 
5:18-2.15 
5:18-2.16 
5:18-2.17 
5:18-2.18 
5:18-2.19 
5:18-2.20 
5:18-2.21 
5:18-2.22 

Responsibility for compliance 
Certificate of smoke detector compliance 
Scope and classification of life hazard uses 
Type Aa through Aj life hazard uses 
Type Ba through Bo life hazard uses 
Type Ca through Ci life hazard uses 
Type Da through De life hazard uses 
Required inspections 
Registration of buildings and uses 
Permits required 
(Reserved) 
Fees: registration, certificate of smoke detector compli-

ance and permit; carnival registration certificate 
Enforcement procedures 
Service of notice and orders 
Penalties 
Dedicated and compensatory penalties 
Fire department costs 
Variances 
Injunctive relief 
Imminent hazards 
Evacuation of unsafe premises 
Punitive closing 
Appeals 
Identifying emblems for structures with truss construction 
(Reserved) 
Registration of carnivals 

SUBCHAPTER 3. STATE FIRE PREVENTION CODE 

5:18-3.1 
5:18-3.2 
5:18-3.3 
5:18-3.4 
5:18-3.5 
5:18-3.6 
5:18-3.7 
5:18-3.8 
5:18-3.9 
5:18-3.10 
5:18-3.11 
5:18-3.12 
5:18-3.13 

5:18-3.14 
5:18-3.15 
5:18-3.16 
5:18-3.17 
5:18-3.18 
5:18-3.19 

5:18-3.20 

5:18-3.21 
5:18-3.22 
5:18-3.23 
5:18-3.24 
5:18-3.25 
5:18-3.26 
5:18-3.27 
5:18-3.28 
5:18-3.29 
5:18-3.30 
5:18-3.31 
5:18-3.32 
5:18-3.33 
5:18-3.34 

Purpose and scope 
Definitions 
General precautions against fire 
Fire protection systems 
Means of egress 
Airports, heliports and helistops 
Application of flammable finishes 
Bowling establishments 
Dry cleaning plants 
Dust explosion hazards 
Crop ripening or coloring processes 
Fumigation and thermal insecticide fogging 
Lumber yards, exterior storage or processing of forest prod-

ucts and woodworking plants 
Industrial processing ovens and furnaces 
Places of assembly and education 
Service stations, garages and fuel dispensing operations 
Tents and air-supported and other temporary structures 
Vehicle tire rebuilding plants 
Vehicle wrecking yards, junkyards, and waste material han­

dling plants 
Welding or cutting, calcium carbide and acetylene genera-

tors 
Cellulose nitrate motion picture film 
Cellulose nitrate (pyroxylin) plastics 
Combustible fibers 
Compressed gases 
Cryogenic liquids 
Explosives, ammunition and blasting agents 
Fireworks 
Flammable and combustible liquids 
Hazardous materials and chemicals 
Liquefied petroleum gases 
Magnesium 
Matches 
Organic coatings 
Pesticide storage 

SUBCHAPTER 4. FIRE SAFETY CODE 

5:18-4.1 Code adopted; scope 

Supp. 8-21-95 



5:18-4.2 

5:18-4.3 
5:18-4.4 
5:18-4.5 
5:18-4.6 
5:18-4.7 
5:18-4.8 
5:18-4.9 
5:18-4.10 
5:18-4.11 
5:18-4.12 
5:18-4.13 
5:18-4.14 
5:18-4.15 
5:18-4.16 
5:18-4.17 
5:18-4.18 
5:18-4.19 

Compliance with the State Fire Prevention Code and other 
fire safety regulations 

Relationship to Uniform Construction Code 
General provisions 
Comprehensive facility fire protection plans 
Pre-existing violations 
Fire suppression systems 
Standpipe system 
Automatic fire alarms 
Manual fire alarms 
Means of egress 
Interior finish 
Protection of interior stairways and other vertical openings 
Information signs 
Smoke barriers 
Amusement buildings 
High rise buildings 
Boiler/furnace equipment rooms 
Smoke detectors for one and two-family dwellings 

APPENDIX 3A 
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SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

5:18-1.1 Title; division into subchapters 

(a) The regulations contained in this chapter shall be 
known as the "New Jersey Uniform Fire Code" and are 
referred to herein as the Code. 

(b) The Code is divided into four subchapters: 

1. N.J.A.C. 5:18-1, entitled "General Provisions"; 

2. N.J.A.C. 5:18-2, entitled "Administration and En­
forcement"; 

3. N.J.A.C. 5:18-3, entitled "State Fire Prevention 
Code"; and 

4. N.J.A.C. 5:18-4, entitled "State Fire Safety Code." 

Amended by R.1985 d.611, effective December 2, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1015(b), 17 N.J.R. 2870(a). 

(b)3 substituted "1984" for "latest". 
Amended by R.1986 d.214, effective June 16, 1986. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1161(a), 18 N.J.R. 1260(b). 

(b )4 deleted "(Reserved)" and added text "is entitled "Fire . . . as 
this subchapter." 
Amended by R.1992 d.104, effective March 2, 1992. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 3552(a), 24 N.J.R. 739(a). 

Text referencing BOCA deleted. 
Amended by R.1995 d.58, effective March 6, 1995. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 4258(a), 27 N.J.R. 878(b). 

5:18-1.2 Authority 

This Code is promulgated by the Commissioner of the 
Department of Community Affairs pursuant to authority of 
the "Uniform Fire Safety Act" (P.L. 1983, c.383, N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-192 et seq.). 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

5:18-1.3 Intent and purpose 
(a) It is the intent of this Code to prescribe regulations 

consistent with nationally recognized good practice for the 
safeguarding to a reasonable degree of life and property 
from the hazards of fire and explosion arising from the 
storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, materials 
and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life or prop­
erty in the use or occupancy of buildings or premises. 

(b) Where no specific standards or requirements are 
specified in this Code, or contained within other applicable 
laws (or adopted codes) or ordinances, compliance with the 
standards of the National Fire Protection Association or 
other nationally recognized fire-safety standards as are ap­
proved by the fire official shall be deemed as prima facie 
evidence of compliance with the stated intent of this Code. 

Amended by R.1985 d.611, effective December 2, 1985. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1015(b), 17 N.J.R. 2870(a). 

Substituted "Prevention" for ' Protection". 
Amended by R.1995 d.58, effective March 6, 1995. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 4258(a), 27 N.J.R. 878(b). 

5:18-1.4 Applicability 
(a) The provisions of this Code shall apply to new and 

existing buildings, uses and conditions, as hereinafter provid­
ed. 

(b) The provisions contained in this Code shall not be 
construed as applying to the transportation of any article or 
substance shipped under the jurisdiction of and in compli­
ance with the regulations prescribed by the military forces of 
the United States or the transportation of flammable or 
combustible liquids or hazardous materials or chemicals 
subject to the regulation and control of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation or the United States Depart­
ment of Transportation or other Federal Agency having 
jurisdiction. 
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1. The fire official shall have jurisdiction to order the 
correction of any dangerous condition created by any 
transportation conveyance. 

2. The right of any local government to adopt ordi­
nances governing the routing of vehicles transporting 
flammable or combustible liquids or hazardous materials 
or chemicals shall not be deemed to be limited by any­
thing contained in this section. 

(c) Nothing in this Code shall be construed, interpreted 
or applied to abrogate, nullify or abolish any law, ordinance 
or code adopted by any local government regulating the 
repair, removal, demolition, use, location, occupancy or 
maintenance of buildings and property as specifically provid­
ed herein. When any provision of this Code is found to be 
in conflict with any zoning, safety, health or other applicable 
law, ordinance or code of the jurisdiction existing on the 
effective date of this Code or hereafter adopted, the provi­
sion which establishes the higher standard for the promotion 
and protection of the safety and welfare of the public shall 
prevail. 

t•"'" 


