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Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy to Name Allison Chris
Myers as Acting Chair/CEO of Civil Service
Commission

12/5/2022

Myers Will Become the First Transgender Cabinet Member in State History

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today announced he intends to name Allison Chris Myers as the Acting
Chair/CEO of the New Jersey Civil Service Commission (CSC). Myers will replace current Chair/CEO, Deirdré
Webster Cobb, Esq., who recently announced her retirement, effective January 1, 2023, after serving over 30 years in
state government. Myers will become the first transgender person to serve as a Cabinet Member in New Jersey
state history.

“I am thrilled to announce Allison as the Acting Chair and Chief Executive Officer of the New Jersey Civil Service
Commission. | couldn’t think of a better candidate to fill the shoes of Deirdré than Allison, who is a career public
servant, having started her career in the United States Navy and serving over 20 years at the Civil Service
Commission. | am truly grateful to Deirdré for all that she has helped us accomplish over the past 5 years. | wish her
a happy and healthy retirement,” said Governor Murphy. “As | have said many times before, it is important that the
leadership in this state reflect the communities we serve, and | am looking forward to working with Allison to
determine how we can better serve our state workforce.”

Deirdré Webster Cobb, Esq., has served New Jersey State government in several leadership roles, having started as
a Governor’s Fellow during the Kean Administration in 1987. Since being appointed Chair/CEO of the Civil Service
Commission by Governor Murphy in 2018, she has worked diligently to advance New Jersey government with fair
and efficient human resources responsive to the needs of the civil service workforce. During her tenure, the Civil
Service Commission implemented numerous programs and initiatives focusing on partnerships with stakeholders,
streamlining civil service system processes, fair and equitable compensation, and diversity, equity, and inclusion.

“I am honored to have led the Civil Service Commission as its Chair/CEO over the last five years and very grateful to
Governor Murphy for giving me the opportunity to help build a stronger New Jersey by ensuring that the people who
serve our residents have the resources they need to effectively perform their jobs. | am extremely proud of the CSC
leadership team and employees for their unwavering commitment to CSC'’s priorities of renewed responsiveness,
expert problem solving, transparency and education, and removing barriers to elevate the status and desirability of
public service,” said CSC Chair/CEO Deirdré Webster Cobb, Esq. “I am confident that Allison will continue to
build on the foundation I've successfully laid to ensure an effective and efficient civil service delivery system for
years to come.”

“During my career with the CSC, | have assisted numerous public-sector employers and employees in addressing
and resolving their civil service system related concerns. Our aim every day is to better serve the people of New
Jersey through the selection and appointment of its public servants based on relative knowledge, skills, and abilities
while ensuring equal employment opportunities at all levels of public service. In cooperation with labor and
management, the CSC will continue to work diligently to implement Governor Murphy’s agenda to provide the finest
public services delivered by a top-notch and diverse public workforce,” said Allison Chris Myers, incoming Acting
CSC Chair/CEO.

A resident of Cumberland County, Myers is an attorney and Navy veteran who has worked at the Civil Service
Commission since January of 2001. She previously served as the Director of the Division of Appeals and Regulatory
Affairs and served as a member of CSC's senior leadership team. Due to her expertise and the respect she earned
from the civil service community, she was appointed Deputy Chair/CEQ in June 2022.

Myers is a graduate of Rutgers University where she received her Juris Doctorate and Bachelor of Arts in Labor
Studies. She also received an Associate of Arts degree in Business Administration from Cumberland County
College.

For a headshot of Allison Chris Myers, click here
(https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20221205/75/06/78/8b/6438c66b307a903cab90b87f/allison_myers_sm.jpg).
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