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SEN. SKEVIN: Good morning.

This public hearing of the New Jersey
Senate Commission on the Adequacy of Television
Coverage of New Jersey will come to order.

I am John Skevin, chairman of the
commission; Senator Joseph Maressa is vice chairman
and sits on my right. Also members of the commissio
are Senator Wallwork and Senator Imperiale from
Essex Czcunty.

We will follow the usual procedure for a
legislatlve hearing. If a witness has a prepared
statement, please make coples available to the
members of the commission and the court reporter
when ycu are called forward. In view of the lengthy
schedule, it would be appreciated if participants
would summarize their prepared remarks in order to
allow some time for questions. The full statement
of course will appear in the hearing record.

Persons who wish to speak and who have not yet
registered with the commission staff should please
see Steven Frakt on our right here. We will try our
best to accommodate everyone, although our time is
already booked up through late this afternoon. We
would also be pleased to accept any statements you

wish to submit for the record, even if you do not




N

-3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

o w4 W

actually take the witness chair. '

Before opening the hearing to witnesses,
I would like to make a few brief remarks for the
record.

I have of course noticed in the press
someé concern 1s being expressed that these hearings
and the action of this committee might in some way
infringe upon the constitutional guarantees of g
free press. Let me emphasize, and T would like to
do so in the clearest possible language, nothing is
furthef from the intent of this committee and
certainly not the intent of its chairman and vice
chairman.

We are not interested here in the quality
of TV news coverage. Let me repeat, we are not
interested 1n the quality of TV news coverage. We
are interested in the quantity from the specific
standproint of New Jersey. We are not interested in
infringing in any way on the TV media's rights as
a free nress, we are interested 1n the people's
right to know.

Let me be clear on this point, the First
Amendmrent of the Constitution guarantees thé rights
of a free press, but it in no way says a freé press

must be above criticism. Therefore, I would like to
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allay the fears of those who see some possible
sinister motive behind these hearings and emphasize
that what we are indulging in here is constructive
criticism and not censorship. In fact, it is
difficult for me to see just how anyone here in New
Jersey could consider the possibility of censoring
TV news coverage out of New York or Philadelphia,
since there is so little of 1t. I realize that

some may argue that by exerting influence on the TV
media for coverage we are exercising some form of
reverse censorship. Frankly, I feel there is merit
in this argument. I could submit with equal, if not
more valldity, I believe, that the TV medla itself
1s indulging in some form of censorshilp by 1ts
failvre to properly cover a state of more than seven
million people.

However, the last thing I wish to do, or
see thils committee do, is to engage in a meaningless
battle of semantics. I honestly believe most fair-
minded people realize why we are here. New Jersey
is a state without a single commercial TV station
of i1ts own. We are situated between the two great
metropolitan citles of New York and Philadelphia,
and we 2are entirely dependent upon the TV stations

in those cilties for coverage of our news. At a time
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when this state faces so many difficult issues,
when gr=at decisions must be made, when our
governor and our legislature are trying desperately
to leed éur state out of a financial woods, it is
imperative that if our citizens are to be informed,
TV must help do that informing.

I recognize the right of TV news editors,
like that of their counterparts, the newspapers, is
to judge the value of news on the basic of its
interest and importance, and I recognize that TV
stations, as newspapers, have every right to express
their editorial opinions.

But what we are suggesting here is that
the rignt to éxpress oplnions 1s accompaniled by an
equal right to inform, and the people of New Jersey
may well be denied the right to their own opinions
when they are denied adequate coverage of those
facts upon which intelligent opinions must be based.

I hope, that 1like Brutus, the TV media
doth rnot protest too much.

No one here is out to deny the TV media
freedom of speech, we simply want to be sure that
the pople of New Jersey have a chance to say

something too.

Let me close by making this firm
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commiftment, if one word is spoken here which in the
slightest way seems to infringe upon the First
Amendment, I shall be the first person to call it
out of order.

Now, our first witness is the Honorable
Mayor Joseph Bradway of Atlantic City.

Mayor.

MAYOR BRADWAY: Thank you.

Rather than read from the prepared
statement, if I may, let me just supplement by
sayingvthat in my considered opinion the television
coverage insofar as South Jersey, and I will 1limit
my remarks to South Jersey, has been in the main
adequate by the Philadelphia stations, virtually
nonexistent by the Nev York stations.

Insofar as the items covered, of course
this 1s a decision that the respective statilons
would have to make.

During the gambling question of course
there was adequate coverage, some here in Atlantic
City, some in the respective statlons. Many of the
Phlledelphla statlons attempted to create debates
as between pro and con, and I think in the main
fairly presented the gambling question; or at least

objectively presented it.
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I do, however, feel that a state the size
of New Jersey, a state with a population such as
New Jersey has, does in fact warrant at least one
commercial television station. If one could handle
the job, then conceivably that may be the case, If
in fact more than one were needed, that would be a
determination that the private investors and the
television stations would have to look at.

I cannot complain insofar as Philadelphia
stations. I do, however, very strongly feel the
coverage insofar as New York stations has been
totally less than adequate.

What experience has been found in North
Jersey as far as New York television station
coverage, 1 am not conversant with.

I do feel the coverage onsite and in the
locale of Aftlantic City by Philadelphia stations
could be implemented and could be increased, if you
will, when the issues present themselves, as opposed
to inviting people up into Philadelphia in the
framevork of the studios,.

In the main, in summary and in conclusion,
I feel that a state with more than seven million
people does 1in fact warrant, within the framework

of financial guidelines and financial feasibility,
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9
its own commercial television station, and T am not
dissatisfied with the coverage insofar as
Philadelphia, but I am as far as New York television
statlons.

Are there any questions I might answer?

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator?

SEN. MARESSA: Have you had occasion to
request television time by way of personal
appearances of the Philadelphia stations?

MAYOR BRADWAY: No. The personal
appeaerances that I have had have all been at the
invitation of the Philadelphia stations.

SEN. MARESSA: S0 that then you never on
your own at your own request had occasion to ask
that you be given the opportunity to appear with a
public message of any sort?

MAYOR BRADWAY: No.

SEN. MARESSA: Are you aware that if you
made that request, that probably you would be asked
to go to Philadelphia to tape the message, or
whatever it 1s that you wanted to do?

MAYOR BRADWAY: I would assume that to be
the case, yes.

SEN. MARESSA: 1If that were to have

happened, Mayor, would it be your opinion that would
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10
be an imposition upon you as mayor of the City of
Atlantic City?

MAYOR BRADWAY: If I requested time inso-
far as presentation of a public opinion, then
clearly I would not be unwilling to make the trip
to Philadelphia to present that case.

In the main, the interviews, debates, and
the different times I have been in Philadelphia have
been at thelr invitation. I have never initiated a
request on my own, and although it's less convenient
than having 1t done here, the various other
participants in the debate or discussions came from
different parts, so, you know, I don't know whether
it was more inconvenient for me or more
incorvenient for them, but it was fairly central.

SEN. MARESSA: But I am sure you would
have to agree, Mayor, if there were a studio in
Atlantic City, it would be a lot easier for you and
members of the city commission, boards of freeholden
and so forth to get across a message to the people,
wouldn't it, rather than having to rely on some
Philadelphia station to send a crew out to Atlantic
City, or in turn, go there and present the message?

MAYOR BRADWAY: Absolutely.

SEN, MARESSA: You would have to agree to
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that, wouldn't you?

MAYOR BRADWAY: Yes, absolutely.

SEN. MARESSA: Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Mayor, just one question.
of coufse the gambling or, you know, the referendum
on gambling was of prime interest to your community.
Being the mayor of that community, do you have any
comments as to the effect of TV coverage on that
particular issue?

MAYOR BRADWAY: It was fairly well
presented. Unhappily, I don't think enough time was
allocated to it. One particular debate between
myself and former Attorney General George Kugler, it
was a half an hour show with I believe three
interviewers, and needless to say, in a half an hour
with three people questioning two people, many of
the germane issues could not be covered. But I
think that the intent and the thrust of the question
by the people conducting the interview was in fact
objective.

The other coverages on gambling where some
stations physically came down, again I think that
it was fairly objective insofar as the reporting,
but again I don't think there was enough time as

between debates and as between the pro and the con

Ul
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slde beling presented together prior to the
referendum question.

SEN. SKEVIN: As to adequate coverage on
gambling, which is a sensational item, do you find
the same interest by TV people in terms of your
problems as a city and the other cities in the Statd
of New Jersey?

MAYOR BRADWAY: No, I feel that in the
main the television coverage and the times that the
television stations have come down to Atlantic City,
it's been more or less on a sensational type of a
theme, be it gambling or be it some type of g---

SEN. MARESSA: Fire.

MAYOR BRADWAY: Atrocious problem or s
fire or blowing up of a building, etc.

I feel there have been a couple of
interviews insofar as Atlantic City and the fact
that Atlantic City is not what it once was, but
between that, it's mainly been in response to some
type of a tragedy or some type of a news worthy
item, or at least considered news worthy in their
opinion.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you, Mayor.

Mayor Errichetti of Camden.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: I would 1like to express
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my appreciation for being given the opportunity to
address this commission and state my views on the
television coverage of New Jersey.

First, I should make it clear that I must
confine my remarks to the television coverage of
the three major stations in Philadelphia, KYW, WPVI,
and WCAU. It is those three television stations
that cover news in South Jersey. Until such time
as cable TV becomes a common package, these
Philadelphia stations must carry the burden of
presenting the news to our section of New Jersey.

Complaints from some government officials
have been directed at broadcast Jjournalism. These
are demands for expanded coverage of various news
events, consumerist issues and minorities seeking
a greater share of air time and influence in
programnming. These demands place economic,
technological, and sociopolitical pressures on the
television industry. By the mere fact that such
demands are being made, 1t is evidently clear that
television news coverage is considered to be of the
utmost value. In this I heartily concur, and
statistics bear this out.

The American public regards television as

its number one source of news. And while there
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might be some criticism; the American public
generally approves of what it gets on television
news programming.

I believe the same trend is found in
South Jersey. If an analysis were made of the
South Jersey public, it is my belief that televisior
would be the single most relied upon medium of news
coverage. National statistics prove that for more
than a decade television has consistently led as
the most believable news medium. Certainly there
is lictle reason to believe that it would be
different 1in our area. If this were not true,
there would be 1little reason for this hearing.

As the mayor of the City of Camden, T
can speak with first-hand knowledge about the
quantity and quality of the news coverage by the
Philadelphia television stations. It has been
exceptional in both aspects. In praising the
stations for their news coverage, I must emphasize
that I am not confining my remarks to the coverage
of Camden City, but I include the total South
Jersey area. My administration and Camden City
in general has had a far greater television news
coverage than I would have ever believed and

anticipated. But I have noted with keen interest
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that similar coverage has been given by Philadelphig
television stations to all of South Jersey, from
Trentcn to Cape May and the width of the lower half
of the state. More important in my opinion is that
that coverage has been fair and impartial, and that,
most certainly, is the ultimate of all we seek for
in the news media.

Philadelphia television stations have
addressed themselves not only to news coverage, but
to eaitorial comment on all key issues affecting
South Jerseyans. Each station has, I have noted,
lent itself to South Jersey public affairé matters.
1 believe public affairs notices to be of the utmost
importance to our viewing citizenry.

I think it is important to note that
television stations are faced with an economic
burden unlike any other news medium. TIn most cases,
thelr news coverage consists of a cameraman, sound-
man, and reporter. Under normal circumstances, the
other news media are faced with only one man
coverage, perhaps two in the case of newspapers
which dispatch a photographer. These factors and
the overall staff limitatlions of television news
must be taken into consideration.

In closing, I can only state that in my
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opinion Philadelphia television has done the job and
is continuing to do the job of providing South Jerse
news coverage.

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator Maressa?

SEN. MARESSA: Mayor Errichetti, I think
it's important to the record that's being kept here,
and of course will be made available to everybody,
that everyone understand and realize the City of
Camden of course geographically is right across the
river from the City of Philadelphia, and it's a
rather inexpensive situation for the Philadelphia
stations to send a crew to the City of Camden and
monitor newsworthy items there.

For the record, I would like to also
agree with you, Mayor, that coverage of the
activities of the City of Camden have been good by
the Philadelphia stations, and the point I just
wantec to make was the fact that there is perhaps
an economic reason for that.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: Senator, if T may, you
know and I know personally and by evidence of John
Skevin, Senator, Chairman, did not even know how to
pronounce my name, which points out very seriously
this, that there are two states, North and South

Jersey, not one state.
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SEN. MARESSA: Senator Skevin is from
Bergen County.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: That's fine.

SEN. SKEVIN: The third state.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: The third state.

What I am trying to bring out, talking
about coverage, I have no idea of what Senator
Skevin, the mayor of Jersey City, Newark, what they
are doing. You talk about TV coverage, talk about
newspaper coverage, you have one state here, which
I say to you there is two, not one, two states,
and to provide coverage for you and I, Senator, in
regard to South Jersey, cable TV will take care of
our local interests and take care of the people
that have to be taken care of, Lindenwold, Camden,
Haddorfield, Cherry Hill, so forth. But to have a
TV station, one, I don't know how it could cover
the State of New Jersey economically, and I don't
know, you know, it could gather the information
that would make 1t profitable for a commercial
station to operate, and I say to you let's worry
about the total picture of newspapers versus TV,
or only TV, we have not coverage. Outside of the
New York Times, which I receive the Jersey section

of it, I don't hear about Bergen County or Jersey
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City. Other than that I hear nothing.

So we have two states. We must deal with
that particular issue, two states instead of one,
and I don't 1like 1it.

SEN. SKEVIN: Mayor, along those lines
then, you heard the question I addressed to the
Mayor of Atlantic City?

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: No, I did not.

SEN. SKEVIN: Do you feel your problems
of Camden, and you just pointed out we don't hear
about it in Bergen County, do you think you get or
do you nave the opportunity to articulate about the
problems of Camden and the other cities of New
Jersey throughout the entire state and get that
identity we have something in common between us, we
are residents of a great state, and yet we are
dependent upon coverage of our problems from
Philadelphia and New York where people are orientate
to those particular cities, do you feel we have
that opportunity in New Jersey?

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: Through TV you say?

SEN. SKEVIN: Through any statewide media.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: No, it is none. I am
talking about newspapers, now, if I were to

subscribe to the Star-Ledger, I am sure I would hear
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more than I do, but I must buy it individually, it's
not avallable on the newsstands, and that goes for
the New York Times and North Jersey papers.

Likewise you hear nothing of the Courier Post of
what I do in your particular neck of the woods.

SEN. SKEVIN: We don't have that statewide
identity through TV or through the newspapers?

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: Well, TV, I get the
coverage. When I say I, I talk about South Jersey,
I get adequate coverage South Jerseywise. I am not
speaking for North Jersey.

SEN. SKEVIN: I am talking about North
Jersey, throughout the entire state, we don't have
that 1dentity on TV or any TV media, the problems
of Camaen do not come into North Jersey and the
problems of Bergen County or North Jersey are not
articulated in the Camden area. You just pointed
that out to us.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: That's right.

SEN. SKEVIN: We have to correct that

problem in some way.
MAYOR ERRICHETTI: Make 1t one state,
that's the correction, never mind through the media.
SEN. MARESSA: What about, Mayor, the idea

perhaps through our public broadcasting system or




& »n b W N

-3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

20 |
TV?

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: 23 and 52°?

SEN. MARESSA: Yes. Suppose that they
became a commercial station and get sponsors and
so forth, what do you think about that idea?

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: Of that becoming
commercial? I just know it as being public and T
know they do cover me occasionally, and if you do
want to see statewide news, you can see it through
52 and 23.

SEN. MARESSA: But you realize, as I do,
not too many people look at Channel 23 in South
Jdersey or 529

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: Why don't you and
everyone look at 1t then?

SEN. MARESSA: Why don't they look at it?
Because you don't have the network programs, and T
don't know as a layman the proper terminology, but
1f you had some of the syndicated programs and it
were a VHF station, a larger number of people of
course would be looking at Channel 23.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: Joe, if we start
fighting for cable TV, the offspring through national
TV, and to the stations, commercial stations, we

could be much better off, cheaper for all concerned,
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less expenditure, whether I pay for it, cable TV
would be the answer. But if you are looking for
interest statewide, let's go through cable TV.

SEN. MARESSA: How 1is that going to give
New Jersey a greater identity?

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: What more do you want

than what we've been getting?

SEN. MARESSA: We haven't been getting
anything in my opinion.

MAYOR ERRICHETTI: I am talking about
local interests, number one, Camden versus Jersey
City, that's number one. Statewide I see no
problem, we get coverage in the newspapers, local
newspepers, national media, in my opinion all of
the newsworthy events, whether it be 1In Trenton on
the tax program, we have gotten lots of coverage on
that also, so I am pleased with the coverage from
Trenton, statewilde, in regards to the state issues
I have no problem with that whatsoéver.

Speaking about local things, Jersey City
versus Camden, and that can be done through cable
TV, news coverage, and making New Jersey one state
versus two -states. That's got to be done through
you, dJoe.

SEN, SKEVIN: Thank you, Mayor.
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Is Mr. Reynolds here of the Atlantic City
Press?

SEN. MARESSA: Mr. Chairman, can I make a
statement?

SEN. SKEVIN: Yes.

SEN. MARESSA: I think in addition T
would just like to make maybe a second observation.
In addition to the lack of identity that New Jersey
has, I think we have another problem, which would
be in my opinion at least, and this is a personal
opinion and 1s not something that I am saying for
this commission or for Senator Skevin or for anyone
else, statistics tell me that 75 per cent of the
people get all of their news from television
stations. So that, therefore, television stations
would be extremely important to the people of New
Jersey as well as Pennsylvania and New York.

I have learned over the past several
years that the freedom of the press, and I wanted
to sey this before to this gentleman who was
obviously from a newspaper, who has more or less
become the power of the press rather than strictly
the freedom, and we cannot in the name of the
freedom of the press forsake the same freedoms that

were constitutionally guaranteed the individual.
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I was never so disappointed in my 1life
when I rfirst started in the senate--I think it was
in 1972, 1973--when this casino gambling issue came
up and one of the leaders of the senate said to me,
and I was talking to him about casino gambling, he
sald to me, "Joe, I would be for casino gambling in
Atlanvic City, I think it's a good idea, I would
like to see it tried," he said, "but if I were to
vote fcr casino gambling," he says, "my hometown
newspaper would kill me."

Now, just think about that for a moment.
It's perfectly obvious, and I think nobody here is
willing to concede that every politician, every
officeholder does a lot of things depending upon the
local newspaper is for or against a particular
project.

Sullivan v. New York Times makes it
impossible for an officeholder to seek redress for
liability in the courts. So that, therefore, our
society is presently, at least in my opinion,
completely controlled by the press, whatever we do,
and this isn't telling secrets out of school,
whether being in a democratic caucus or senate or
assemoly. We also determine to take the right or

the left fork depending upon how it will be received
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by the press.

So I say we need greater television
coverage in New Jersey. It's television that
mandates that you give equal time. We all know
that as far as the press 1s concerned, we can't
get even an editorial response bill through, we
can't even require an editor to sign an editorial,
so in the name of the freedom of the press it's my
opinion that we have resulted into a dictatorship
by the press, so I, whether it be for personal
reasons, want more of New Jersey TV coverage, and
this 1s an appeal we make to you, whether it be
econcemically advantageous or not, consider the needs
of all of the people of New Jersey.

Thank you for the time.

SEN, SKEVIN: On that note, Mr. Reynolds,
I think it's appropriate as the editor of the
Atlartic City Press to provide us with your
statement, sir.

MR. REYNOLDS: Thank you, Senator Skevin.

Senator Maressa, I had no idea we have

that much power.
SEN. MARESSA: You've got it.
MR. REYNOLDS: Sometimes we think the

politicians have all the power and we are too easy.
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Be that as it may, my name 1s Charles
Reynolis. Senator Skevin invited me as editor of
The Press 1in Atlantic City to testify as a
representative of the print media.

I watch very 1little television except for
network newscasts and sports events. I see
occaslonal local television newscasts from
Philadelphia, but I don't pretend to be an expert
on the quantity and quality of the New Jersey
coverage. What I have seen has not impressed me.
If they covered New Jersey well, I feel certain I
would find the time to watch.

The coverage I have seen has centered on
planned, staged events, or on tragedies, such as
the recent fire in Camden that killed eight persons.
The staged events included the festivities on the
Boardwalk in Atlantic City, for example.:

I suppose we should be grateful for that.
But it does not add up, in my mind, to consistent
coverage of significant events, coverage that
informs citizens of the economic, soclal, and
governmental problems facing New Jersey. From what
I have seen, a resident of this state does not get
a balanced picture of what 1s happening around here

in Philadelphia newscasts. He gets feature stories
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and police blotter stories.

I hear people in this area discuss Mayor
Rizzo of Philadelphia and Governor Shapp of
Pennsylvania with more interest and knowledge than
they do their own governor, Brendan Byrne. I feel
certain that Mayor Rizzo has a higher recognition
factor among South Jersey residents than Governor
Byrne does. There can be many reasons for this,
including the fact that Philadelphia newspapers
also circulate in this area in competition with
New Jersey papers.

A more significant reason, I think, is
the Philadelphia television stations do cover on a
regular, consistent basls Philadelphia's City Hall
and tae State House in Harrisburg. This coverage
creates an interest in affairs in which the citigzen
of New Jersey has no voice and in which he is not
directly involved.

This state has tremendous problems. Most
of them probably would exist even if we had a dozen
television stations. But they can be solved only
if the voters have an understanding of them and
develop a genuine interest in them, an interest
sufficient to make them work for better qualified

public officials to cope with it.
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Our public officials do not get enough
exposure desplte the efforts of newspapers to cover
thelr activities fully. Television coverage adds an
extra dimension that is complimented by more complet
accounts appearing in newspapers.

An example, The Press and other newspapers
have run literally hundreds of columns of type on
New Jersey's financial plight. Most reporters and
editors presenting this news are serious observers
of state government and have tried to tell the
story. Their observations lead them almost
unanimcusly to the conclusion that only a state
income tax can provide a fair basis for raising
enough money to continue essential government
services.

And yet I don't think the taxpaying
public accepts this premise. They still might not
accept it 1f they were exposed to concentrated
television coverage of the problem, but the chances
would be greater that they would, or at least that
they might be able to suggest feasible alternatives
with greater understanding.

Aside from that specific, I think
commercial television on a VHF channel could help

correct the general deficlency in New Jersey. That
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deficiency is lack of state image among its
citizens. We all know our imageoutside the state
is pretty bad; we're a corridor state with a lot of
corruption, and that's about all we amount to in
the eyes of many outsiders,

Many of us who live in the state feel
the same way, we are oriented toward Philadelphia
or New York rather than toward a cohesive body
known as New Jersey. There 1s no unity and there id
no pride.

New Jersey's Public Broadcasting Authority
televising 1n this area on UHF Channel 23, has
perhaps made gains in helping to develop a state
image, but it's effect is limited because many
viewers cannot receive the signal and because it

does not have the resources that a full-fledged

commercial network station would have.

Even though I endorse the idea of greater
VHF coverage of New Jersey, I must confess to some
misgivings on one point. Implied in this whole
procedure 1is a form of dictation as to what news is
to be covered. No editor or reporter, whether he
is working for the print medium, the electronic
medium, can serve the public fully if he is

operating under conditions that even hint at
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governmental direction.

Television and radio stations must meet
Fedéral Communications Commission standards that
they are operating in the public interest,
convenience, and necessity. The difference between
that and this procedure, the hearing today, is that
the State of New Jersey, rather than segments of thed
public, is the agent complaining to the FCC about
lack of adequate coverage,

I will accept that as a reality of 1life,
and I mention it only as a reminder that edltors
and reporters must be independent in determining
news COverage, what they cover and how they cover
it. That independence almost insures that there
will be complaints about their decisions, especially
from those in the government.

A commercial VHF station in New Jersey
would come under the same type of criticism that
those ¢f New York and Philadelphia are now receiving
but 1t also would make me and other South Jersey
resldents more aware that we are citizens of a
state rather than of an appendage of Philadelphia.

That's all I have, gentlemen.

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator Maressa?

SEN. MARESSA: In a word, sir, can we
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summarize your statement by saying you feel there
is inadequate coverage in South Jersey and we should
have a VHF statilon?

MR. REYNOLDS: Yes.

SEN. MARESSA: Thank you very much.

SEN. SKEVIN: I have no questions. Thank
you, Mr. Reynolds.

Next witness is Randy Wilhelm, legislative
aide to Congressman Hughes.

MR. WILHELM: Good morning. My name is
Randy Wilhelm, Staff Assistant to Congressman
William J. Hughes, the Second Congressional District
of New Jersey.

Congressman Hughes would like to thank
you for the opportunity to share some thoughts about
the New Jersey television.

As most here know, New Jersey is only one
of two states in the entire country which does not
have a commercial VHF station of its own. As a
consequence, South Jersey viewers find themselves
watching news and general programming aimed
primarlily at Philadelphia audilences; North Jersey
viewers watch programs aimed at New York City
audiences.

Nowhere in New Jersey do we find prime
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time rews on VHF which offers extensive coverage of
our news events, our social and community activities
or our governmental affairs. New Jersey has always
had to settle for out-of-state crumbs of i1nformation
offered by the out-of-state stations. Nor can we
find programs locally originated and locally aimed
anywhere on VHF.

Our state does have excellent and
relatively new public broadcasting facilities on
UHF, such as Channel 23, but UHF has never been as
popular as VHF, for it offers no access to the
netwerk news shows which attract most viewers.

Local broadcasters may not start out as household
names, but after they have been associated in the
public mind with Walter Cronklte, John Chancellor,
or Howérd K.vSmith, they acquire thelr own viewing
public.

This introduction by way of the network
news is an avenue which 1s closed to UHF.

The result 1s that most viewers get their
local news on the commercial VHF stations, and
given the present situation, most are more famillilar
with Philadelphia news or New York City news than
with that of their own state. Consequently, they

are less aware of New Jersey's problems and public
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issues than they are of neighboring states.

A relatively well-known example 1s the
poll which found that far more North Jersey viewers
knew the name of the mayor of New York than knew the
name of the mayor of their own city.

Another example occurred last week in a
hearing held in Bellmawr by the New Jersey Railroad
Association to discuss the deletion of some of
South Jersey's railroad trackage. This was vitally
important to the economy of our area, yet it
recelved only ten seconds on Philadelphia TV news
on the eleven o'clock news coverage.

Obviously this token coverage could not
begin to cover any of the testimony presented that
day. Yet on the same day the end of the SEPTA
strike received ample coverage.

In both of these cases, which could be
multiplied endlessly, New Jersey citizens were not
well served by the media available to them. Public
understanding of vital 1ssues suffered for lack of
means of getting 1t broadcast.

Congressman Hughes wants to make -it clear
he 1s not accusing Philadelphia or New York stations
of making wrong choices in the material to present.

The cholces they make are probably correct for their
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respective areas. This only underlines the need
for at least one VHF channel which will concentrate

on meeting the informational needs of New Jersey

No one would expect Philadelphia stations
to rate New York or Ohio news items higher on its
priority 1list than items from Pennsylvania. Why
then 3hould we expect them to do so for New Jersey
news? We should not, but New Jersey should have
its owr station so that its own news will get proper
presentation somewhere.

The time has come for New Jersey residentsd
from every area of the state to begin to work
together to get at least one VHF television station
in our state.

Congressman Hughes has made a firm
commitment to exert every effoft on the federal
level to make this a reality. New Jersey needs
New Jersey news and New Jersey needs New Jersey
television. Whatever we can do to achieve this
goal shall be the interest of all New Jersey
citizens.

Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator Maressa?

SEN. MARESSA: I have no questions. Thanl
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you very much.

MR. WILHELM: Thank you, Senator.

SEN. SKEVIN: Wayne Kurlinski, Vice
President for University Relations, Rutgers
University.

Before you proceed, Mr. Kurlinski, I have
here a message from Senator Harrison Williams, Jr.
"As you know, my schedule makes it impossible for me
to attend this hearing. However, I would like to
take this means of expressing my strong support of
your efforts to improve television coverage of New
Jersey. As co-chairman of the New Jersey Coalition
for Fair Broadcasting, 1t has long been a goal
toward which I have worked, and I am very hopeful
through these public hearings and by the completion
of an extensive record of our state television
medium means this will speed the day when New Jersey
will receive the degree of coverage that events
within our state deserve. You can count on my
continuing support and personal efforts."

The senator has requested the statement
and letter be made part of the record.

Mr. Kurlinski.

MR. KURLINSKI: Thank you, Senator Skevin

and Senator Maressa for the opportunity to appear
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here.

I want to point out, first of all, my
testimony represents the position of the university
administration.

As you know, Rutgers is the 18th largest
university in the country and represents the largest
educational research complex in the state, with
44,000 students, roughly 3000 faculty members,
sometning like 100,000 alumni, including 60,000
in New Jersey. Aside from the government itself,
it is probably the most frequent newsmaker in New
Jersey because of its constant involvement with
significant conferences, cultural events, and
controversial ideas. We reach out to the citizens
of New Jersey through all the media on an almost
daily basis. Consistently wé have received
cooperation and heavy coverage from newspapers,
local radio stations, and the New Jersey Public
Broadcasting Authority. But it 1s not often that
the New York City stations send a television crew
fo our campuses 1In New Brunswick and Newark,
although I want to point out WCBS coverage has been
more frequent in the past year, and usually
Philadelphia coverage of our Camden campus 1s quite

good.
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Before coming to New Jersey I worked for
a time on the island of Bermuda, which has a
population of roughly 55,000 people. Bermuda has
two commercial television channels. So it was with
some surprise that I learned that New Jersey, with
over seven million people, I found New Jersey has
none.

To understand why New Jersey needs a
television channel of its own, it may be helpful to
look at some of the logistics of television news
production. Our main campus in New Brunswick is
situated some 40 miles from New York City. For a
television station to send a film crew of four
persons to New Brunswick involves a minimum of three
hours of travel and production time, making it a
high-expense decision for an assignment editor. And
since film from New Jersey has to be processed
before 5 p.m. to make that evening's news, only
mornirg events have any chance of coverage.

Some alleviation of this situation might
occur if each New York station established a New
Jersey office in Central Jersey manned by a film
crew and accessible by telephone for breaking news
on a 2Y%-hour a day basis. These offices éhould be

able to process film, edit it, and transmit it to
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New York by microwave of some other line-of-sight
transmission process. If each news judgment on a
New Jersey story did not involve extra, avoidable
costs, I am sure we would find more balanced
coverage developing.

A second area of possible improvement
which should be studied is the area of rules
governing union jurisdiction as they affect the use
of prepared film or videotape. At present, the
statlons will not even review film of events
occurring at times when, for whatever reason, they
are unable to send their own crews. They give as
their excuse the fact that such film does not bear
the proper union labels. We urge this committee to
ask tne stations to justify this decision and to
show why they should not accept tape recorded or
filmed news material for the editorial judgments of
thelr staffs.

You have heard from other witnesses, I am
sure, of the heavy reliance which most Americans
now place on television as a news source, and we
heard that today. It is obvious I believe that a
state like New Jersey, which already has a weak
sense of 1ts own identity, is further harmed when

its ciltizens know more about the mayor of New York
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and his problems than they do about the governor of
New Jersey and his problems, which they share.

I see two possible routes the state can
take out of this dilemma. The first, and preferable
one, would be for the FCC to reassign one of the
seven channels in New York to New Jersey. Simple
equity suggests that as the best solution, and I
cannct stress too much the importance of it.

Failing that, New York and Philadelphia
stations will have to do a better job, it seems to
me, of serving the 30 per cent of their viewers who
live in New Jersey. In their license renewal
applications, these stations should show specificall)
how they intend to meet this obligation.

One possible way of helping them do so
woulcd be the formation of an independent New Jerseyv
news gathering organization consisting of several
camera crews, an assignment editor, and an office
staff. This news group would furnish New Jersey
film or tape, unedited, on a shared basis, to all
the stations in New York or Philadelphia. The
statlons could then do the voice segments of the
newscasts to insure observance of station policies.
They could also impose their own news judgment by

their selection of the material provided. At least
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this would insure that more New Jersey news would
be assessed for its news value and not overlooked

simply because of the cost. A news-gathering

‘organization to supply unedited materials, perhaps

in alliance with the New Jersey Public Broadcasting
Authority to use its antenna towers for transmission
would do much to improve the coverage we receive.

But perhaps more important than technical
solutions are the attitudinal problems. Many years
ago New Jersey was described as "a barrel tapped at
both ends." This description recognized that both
Philadelphia and New York tend to draw off the
talents and interests of the citizens of New Jersey,
leaving the state much weaker than it would be if if
had iess dominant neighbors.

If New Jersey 1s ever to gain a sense of
itself, a pride in its own identity and accomplish-
ments, and an effectilve awareness of the trends and
events which afe molding its future, it will do so
only when it's achievements and problems are
consistently and well reported on television, which
is the dominant media of our times.

Thank you very much.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you.

Senator Maressa?
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SEN. MARESSA: I think your presentation
is very good.

Have you any idea, sir, of what the cost
may be, for example, the use of a microwave or some
other line-of-sight transmission process?

MR. KURLINSKI: I don't know what the
costs are, but the fact that telephone lines aren't
required, it means it's not nearly as much of a
major investment.

SEN. MARESSA: And how about the other idej
about the independent news gathering organization?
That sounds like a tremendous idea. Have you any
idea what the cost might be or the extent to which
you would have to go to hire personnel and so forth?

MR. KURLINSKI: I am sorry I am not able
to respond to that, I don't know, we have no idea of
the cost involved.

SEN. MARESSA: All right, thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Mr. Kurlinski, I am
particularly interested in the comment about the
island of Bermuda with two commercial stations and
a population of 55,000. Is that subsidized, are
those stations subsidized by the state or economical

feasible?

MR. KURLINSKI: I am afraid I don't know
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whether they are subsidized or not. I think the
fact they have two stations indicates they are
suppated by commercigal---

SEN. SKEVIN: 1Interests?

MR. KURLINSKI: Interests, right,
primarily.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you very much.

Arthur Watson, Executive Vice President
and General Manager of WNBC-TV, New York.

MR. WATSON: Senator, my name is Arthur
A. Watson. I am an executive vice president of
National Broadcasting Company, Inc., and general
manager of Station WNBC-TV,. I appreciate this
opportunity to discuss with your committee the
record of Station WNBC-TV in 1ts coverage of New
Jersey. I would also like to point out that I have
a personal interest in New Jersey affairs since T
am a resident of Saddle River, New Jersey. With me
today 1s station manager of WNBC—TV, Lawrence
Gershman, who 1s also a resident of Tenafly, New
Jersey. Mr. Gershman is our principal contact with
the New Jersey Coalition for Fair Broadcasting.

WNBC-TV has endeavored to make a diligent,

positive, and continuing effort to discover and

fulfill the problems, needs, and interests of the
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communities we serve, and I want to highlight these
efforts on our part in ascertaining the problems,
needs, and interests of the New Jersey communities
served by WNBC-TV and what we have done to meet
those needs.

First in your minds, I am sure, is the
matter of our coverage of New Jersey in our newscast
For several years we have maintained a staff
reporter, Jim Collis, who 1s assigned full time to
New Jersey. Mr. Collis lives in Paramus, New Jersey
he 1s familiar with local issues in New Jersey, and
has developed extensive contacts throughout WNBC-TV'!
coverage area in New Jersey. In addition, other
reporters are assigned to cover New Jersey stories
as thé need arises, just as we assign them to cover
any other story location which may be deemed
newsworthy. Both Collis and our other reporters
are supported by film and mlinicam tape crews to
cover New Jersey stories as they occur.

To assist us in searching out New Jersey
stories, we have two stringers in Trenton, and
stringers in Newark, as well as Sussex, Morris, and
Bergen Counties. Our news personnel are also in
frequent telephone communication with numerous

offices in New Jersey, such as the mayor's office in

t
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Newark and Jersey City, the governor's office, the
U.S. attorney's office in Newark, the Public Utility
Commission, the New Jersey Energy Office, the New
Jersey Department of Transportation, as well as the
Newark Board of Education. We maintain a toll-free
telephone 1line to our New Jersey news desk for
receipt of suggestions from community leaders and
the public generally concerning New Jersey stories,
and I will have more to say about publicizing those
llnes later.

We recently met with the New Jersey
congressional delegation to discuss with them inpﬁt
from thelr offices for our news and public affairs
programs. We have invited the congressional press
secretaries to meet with our news and public affairsd
people and learn how our news and programming
operations work. We hope that these contacts will
be fruitful to our news gathering and programming
activities. And, of course, we have the wire
services.

Now, news is not a commodity of which
the journalist can take a predetermined amount from
one place and a predetermined amount from another.
It depends on a judgment as to what is newsworthy

and the total context of the events of the day.
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That judgment 1is more critical in the broadcasting
field than in print because we function under a
time 1limit. We cannot, like a newspaper, add anothel
page. Moreover, as you know all too well, statilons
serving the entire metropolitan area must consider
the news needs of a very large and heterogeneous
population.

Hence, news Jjudgments cannot be based on
quotas, and any survey of how much is originated
from New Jersey or New York or Connecticut is
really not meaningful. Such studies disregard the
fact that some news items are of national or
international importance, or of intérest to the
whole metropolitan region we serve, or are of
general interest, such as weather or sports. Our
Action 4 feature is a good example of this. Betty
Furness, our Action U4 reporter, deals with consumer
gquestions submitted by viewers. In such a context,
the source of the question, whether New Jersey or
elsewhere, 1s of no consequence. Thus, the so-
called statistical quota studies are totally
unrealistic when dealing with the substance of news
as well as the overall general interest of the news
to our audience.

We are constantly looking for ways to

9
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 WNBC-TV newscasts. We are just recently starting

b5
improve our New Jersey coverage. One that we are
currently developing is an arrangement with the
State cf New Jersey Public Broadcasting Authority
under which we will tape their New Jersey news
programs, Jerseyvision, off the air, and then review
the recorded items against all the other material
available to us to see which ones, in the judgment

of our news personnel, should be included in

this experimental project, so that we are not in a
position at this time to provide any further detail
or evaluation of 1it.

But news is not the only part of our
broadcast schedule which serves New Jersey. We
try to be responsive to the needs, problems, and
interests of New Jersey also through our public
affairs programs. Here again, as in the case of
news, much of our public affairs programming 1s of
interest to all people in the statiors service
area, including New Jersey.

Our prime time half hour series devoted
to documentary treatment of metropolitan area
subjects is variously titled New York Illustrated,
New Jersey Illustrated, or Connecticut Illustrated,

depeanding on the subject. In 1974 this series was
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presenced 31 times in the Sunday 10:30 to 11 p.m.
period. Eight of the broadcasts, some of which were
entitled New York Illustrated, involved New Jersey
peop-.e and affairs.

Here and Now is a half hour series in
which Joseph Michaels, Executive Producer, Public
Affairs Programs for WNBC-TV, interviews public
figures. During 1974 New Jersey individuals were
interviewed on eleven of the 52 programs. Two of
these programs, although interviews in form, were
reports by Governor Byrne, the programs of April 21
and November 10, 1974, and are presently scheduled
fto be presented quarterly. Three were pre-election
interviews with the candidates for the 4th, 9th,
and 13th New Jersey Congressional Districts. Some

others were with the Essex County prosecutor, the

New Jersey Public Defender, the Commissioner of
Institutions and Agencies, and Assemblyman Byron M.
Baer.

Our program entitled Sunday is a 90-minute
weekly series which has a magazine format. Of
course all of the programs were of general interest
to our entire service area, and nine of the 1974
programs featured appearances of New Jersey

participants and dealt with subjects of particular




A wn b W N

-3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

b7
interest to New Jersey. One of these, on May 12,
1974, was a news interview with the candidates in
the Newark mayorality election. Others dealt with
Newark minority concerns and the casino gambling
lssue. One presented the American Boys Chorus of
Newark, and one was an interview with Mr. Ridley
Whittaker of the New Jersey Coalition for Fair
Broadcasting.

Another series is Positively Black, a
one-hour program produced and directed by an all-
blacl: staff and co-hosted by the presidents of the
New York and the Greater Newark Urban Coalitions.

Ten of the 46 programs in 1974 included subjects

and individuals of particular interest to New Jerseyl

Two programs dealt with Newark problems and two

dealtv with New Jersey public schools. One was a

report on Mayor Kenneth Gibson. In another Reverend

S. Howard Woodson, Jr., the Speaker of the New Jerse

Assembly, was a guest,

There have been numerous bther programs
in which Jerseyites have had a large part,
educational series such as Knowledge, in which
programs have been produced in cooperation with
Rutgers and Princeton; Not For Women Only, in which

Jerseyltes have been panelists, and religious
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programs, such as TV Sunday School, which 1s
produced in cooperation with the New Jersey Council
of Churches, Maryknoll World, and The First State:
Religion in Review, all of which frequently feature
guests from and discussions concerning New Jersey.

A very important aspect of WNBC-TV's
service to New Jersey 1s its editorials. During
1974 the station presented 204 editorials, of which
62 dealt with matters of special interest to New
Jersey. In addition, on June 2, 1974, WNBC-TV
presented a half hour prime time editorial special
program, "The High Cost of Crime," which dealt with
the problems of the penal system in New York and
New Jersey.

Turning now to ascertainment of the
problems and needs of the public within the stations
New Jersey service area, WNBC-TV has endeavored to
do so by various means. Foremost among these have
been 1its contacts with community leaders and members
of the general public. A few examples:

During the period from August 1974 through
January 1975 the station conducted interviews with
some 103 New Jersey community leaders.

During the past three-year license period

the station invited 84 New Jersey leaders to attend
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14 community leaders luncheons conducted by the
station, three of which were held in New Jersey to
accommodate those leaders who found it difficult to
attend luncheons in New York.

In addition, during the August 1974 to
January 1975 period, WNBC-TV conducted a survey of
some 900 members of the general public in the tri-
state area which the station serves. More than 300
were New Jersey residénts.

In all cases, of course, the station was
seeking to ascertain what problems were foremost in
the minds of those consulted., . The results disclosed
that leaders and public alike expressed Interest
principally about problems of general concern, such
as unemployment, inflation, crime, energy, and
housing. Some community leaders did express a
desire for more coverage of New Jersey by the media.

WNBC-TV personnel in the development of
news and public affairs programs are in constant
contact with the members of the public. These
contacts afford an opportunity to obtain the
opinions of a broadrepresentation of community
leaders, organizations, and activities, as well as
the general public. I mentioned some of these

programs and typical contacts before, such as Gus
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Henirigburg, the president of the Greater Newark
Urban Coalition, who 1is co-host of our Positively
Black series, I should also point out that the
studio audience for Barbara Walters' Not For Women
Only. who questioned the panelists on the program,
1s composed largely of members of local
organizations whose area of interest parallels the
program's topic. Among the New Jersey organizations
which recently have had members in the studio
audience are the Plainfield School of Practical
Nursing, the Paramus branch of the American
Association of University Women, William Paterson
College, the Allendale Junior Women's Club, and the
Ridgeview YWCA.

Of significant importance in this whole
ascertainment procedure has been our discussions
with the New Jersey Coalition for Fair Broadcasting.
Since March of 1972 WNBC-TV management has been
meeting with coalition representatives to discuss
coverage of New Jersey affairs. Some of the
improvements in WNBC-TV's service to New Jersey had
thelr origin in those discussions. The coalition
has found acceptable WNBC-TV's proposals for further
steps to be taken by the station in our upcoming

license. These include letters to the mayors and
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city councils and to community groups in the
WNBC~TV service area encouraging them to communicate
with the station on matters they believe should be
considered for broadcast coverage, using our station
toll-free telephone numbers; advertisements in New
Jersey newspapers informing the public of these toll
free numbers, and listing these numbers in New
Jersey telephone directories under WNBC-TV's News
and Newscenter U4; cooperation between WNBC-TV and
the coalition in arranging meetings between the
station and representatives of significant groups
and interests in New Jersey, as well as a
continuation of the station's efforts to provide
programming directed toward New Jersey needs,
problems, and interests, and quarterly meetings
with the coalltion to review station performance.

We believe that WNBC-TV's record as I
have outlined it demonstrates a good faith effort
by the station to serve New Jersey as well as a
strong performance in meeting that goal. We are
endeavoring to improve that service and will
continue to do so. We hope that you will agree with
our evaluation of WNBC-TV's record. In any event,
we appreciate your having afforded us the

opportunity to present it to you.
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SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you, Mr. Watson.
Senator Maressa?
SEN. MARESSA: I just wanted to say, Mr.
Watson, you have to understand that we don't say
that what you are doing in effect is not giving
New Jersey sufficient coverage deliberately, I

think you are doing the best job you can do.

However, at least in my opinion, it's not sufficient|.

You know, we had hearings up at Hackensack
and we had a Paul Snyder testify, New Jersey Public
Interest Research Group from Trenton. Are you
famiiiar with that organization? I think they call
themselves PIRG.

His testimony said we all noted how many
days a station had in which there was no mention of
the words New Jersey on any news show. WPIX led
this list. On fully half the days WPIX was
monitored during the two weeks there was no mention
of New Jersey. WNBC and WCBS each had three days
in which New Jersey was not mentioned at all. Four
out of twelve WNEW news shows ignored New Jersey
100 per cent, and they gave us statistics and
charts and everything else about that. I am sure
those things can happen.

We had the testimony, Mr. Watson, from the
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New Jersey Chamber of Commerce. The chairman,
Alfred Fellsburg, testified and he says among other
things in a letter that was written by the New
Jersey Chamber to W. Vincent Mulleh, Secretary, FCC,
Washington, dated March 13: "But we must add that
New Jersey cultural life, its many scientific
achievements, its governmental actions, and other
events that comprise the news scene are reported so
little to the rest of the nation that New Jersey is
almost blacked out as an economic and cultural
entity in the eyes of the rest of the nation. The
only types of news that out-of-state statins seem
to come to New Jersey to cover are riots, fire,
political scandals, and similar negatlive news items."

Now, let me ask you this question, Mr.
Watson, what do you think about the suggestion thatv
was made from the gentleman, Mr. Kurlinski of
Rutgers University, about setting up an independent
New Jersey news gathering organization consisting of
at least three camera crews and assignment editor
and office staff? This news group would furnish Néw
Jersey film or tape unedited on a shared basis to
all the stations in New York or Philadelphia. How

does that sound?

MR. WATSON: Senator, I do not think
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that 1s realistic. I think what we are doing today
where we have a full time staff reporter, plus the
assignment of other reporters as needed, our
utilizatilon of stringers, which we are expanding
and now cover not only Trenton, Newark, but three
other New Jersey counties, Bergen, Sussex, Morris
County, plus the fact we have flexible technical
equipment, film, cameras, minicam tape crews, gives
us a great deal of flexibility to move in and
around our entire northern New Jersey coverage area.

I am a resident of New Jersey, I feel
that in many cases people can move from one spot 1in
New Jersey to midtown New York faster than they can
from certain points, for example, in Bergen County
to, for example, New Brunswick or Newark without
the public transportation facilities that are really
not available in New Jersey. It's really easier,
since cur crews operate by car, to go back to our
own facllity.

SEN. MARESSA: You are saying this then
would ve less efficient?

MR. WATSON: I think this would be
consldered less efficient. Also I pointed out in
my remarks that we are now experimenting with

Jerseyvision. I think that after a period of time
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we will be able to evaluate how effective that is.
That to some degree may answer your question.

SEN. MARESSA: Well, I made a note about
this. First of all, what percentage of your
marke-ing area is in New Jersey? |

MR. WATSON: ©Populationwise I would say
approximately 25 to 30 per cent.

SEN. MARESSA: 30 per cent. And what
percentage of news coverage 1s given to New Jersey?

MR. WATSON: Senator, that is a difficult
question to answer. New Jersey residents are
interested in national, international news, general
information news, such as movie reviews, weather,
sports, and other general features we may have, as
well as happenings that may take place in New York
City. To isolate how much 1s New Jersey originated
I don't think is realistic. We must make news
judgments as to what is new from the total events
of the day, and I think we do a very adequate job
in covering New Jersey events.

SEN. MARESSA: Mr. Watson, lastly, I
think 1In your remarks here you indicate with all
the currently developing ideas, the arrangement
with the State of New Jersey Public Broadcasting

Authority under which we tape the New Jersey news
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programs off the air and then review the recorded
items against all the other material available and
so forth, so on, you say you are negotiating this
right now?

MR. WATSON: No, sir, it has been
negotiated, the union problems that were referred td
by the previous witness have been clarified, we can
tape off the air, Channel 52 in the northern New
Jersey area, and we will review that material, we
can use 1t on our newscasts, and we have Just
started that.

Mr. Frymire, who is on the agenda for
later on this afternoon, I am sure will refer to
that. We have made arrangements with their
orgarization to do this.

MR. GERSHMAN: Senator, if I may add
something, which has taken us some time, we have to
have the technical capability to pick up that UHF

signal, which we now have been in the past week

begir using it right about now.

SEN. SKEVIN: Do we have your name? I

don't remember.

MR. GERSHMAN: Larry Gershman. T am station

manager for WNBC-TV, I am one of your constituents.

SEN. SKEVIN: TIt's good to hear.
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SEN. MARESSA: Let me ask you this
gquestion, Mr. Watson. Should this be a matter of
contract with New Jersey Television?

MR. WATSON: It's a verbal contract that
has been confirmed in writing and we will work with
them in evaluating this, making suggestions, inputs.

SEN. MARESSA: But 1it's a signed, sealed,
and delivered contract?

MR. WATSON: It's not really a contract,
it's a working arrangement.

SEN. MARESSA: Cén it be reduced? In
other words, I would want this to be something
binding before the licenses are renewed.

MR. GERSHMAN: Well, Dr. Frymire wrote a
letter to us, offered the facilities of Jerseyvision|.
I responded saying we would look into it and then
followed that up with a subsequent letter thanking
him and saying we would do it. So there 1is a
writing going both ways to that effect.

SEN. MARESSA: All right. Thank you very
much. I have no other questions.

SEN, SKEVIN: Mr. Watson, you mentioned
that you are a resident of New Jersey. Will you tell
me how long?

MR. WATSON: I was relocated from Ohio in
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November of 1969 and have been a resident of New
Jersey since then.

SEN. SKEVIN: A native of Ohio?

MR. WATSON: No, I am a native of New York
City.

SEN. SKEVIN: And you have 1lived in
Bergen County for how long?

MR. WATSON: Since November of 1969,

SEN. SKEVIN: And your office is located
where?

MR. WATSON: 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New
York City.

SEN. SKEVIN: And, Mr. Gershman, you are
a constltuent of mine, where do you reside?

MR. GERSHMAN: Tenafly.

SEN. SKEVIN: You are not a constituent of
mine then, Mr. Gershman, close though in Bergen
County. You are a constituent of Senator Matthew
Feldman.

Also, the development of New Jersey news,
you mentioned what 1s news, and that's an important
decision. Who makes that decision, Mr. Watson?

MR. WATSON: The director of news for
WNBC~TV is Earl Ubell. He is a resident of

Hackensack, New Jersey, has been for some 17 years,
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and, in fact, was the co-founder of the Northern New
Jersey Arts Council.

SEN. SKEVIN: And you mentioned that for
several years you maintained a staff reporter, Jim
Collis.

MR. WATSON: Correct.

SEN. SKEVIN: When was he assigned full
time to New Jersey?

MR. WATSON: I would say sometime in 1971,
1972, I am not sure. I would say for at least three
years he has been identified as our New Jersey
correspondent.

SEN. SKEVIN: Full time?

MR. WATSON: Full time.

SEN. SKEVIN: Where is his office located?

MR, WATSON: He in most cases operates
out cf his home, calls in in the morning with the
assignment desk, determines what his assignments
will be. He is rarely, and I say that, maybe only
once a week does he come into New York.

SEN. SKEVIN: He calls in to his office.
You talk about New York, his New York office?

MR. WATSON: Correct.

SEN. SKEVIN: And is the only reporter

you have for the entire State of New Jersey assigned
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full time?

MR. WATSON: No, Senator, before coming
here I reviewed the assignments of our entire
reporter staff and I can say in the past three
months Or so practically every reporter on our
staff, which is approximately 20 in number, have
been in New Jersey during that period of time. Some
have ccvered many, many stories. Tony Guider, our
weekend anchorman, is also a resident of New Jersey,
and he 1is quite often over to---

SEN. SKEVIN: You didn't answer my
question. Is he the only full time reporter for the
State of New Jersey?

MR, WATSON: Yes, sir.

SEN. SKEVIN: That consists of over seven
million people, the entire State of New Jersey, he
is the only full time reporter you have assigned in
New Jersey?

MR. WATSON: That is correct.

SEN. SKEVIN: Now, Mr. Kurlinski just
testified, and a statement he made, and I will quote
from his statement: "For a television station to
send a film crew of four persons to New Brunswick
involves a minimum of three hours of travel and

production time, making it a high-expense decision
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for an assignment editof. And since film from New
Jersey has to be processed before 5 p.m. to make
that evening's news, only morning events have any
chance of getting coverage."

Do you find anything wrong with that
statement or do you have any comment on that
statement?

MR. WATSON: Surely. If, and I think he
was referring to film cameras, it would také
approximately three hours from the time they left
New York, our reporter, since he lives in New
Jersey, can be there sooner and seﬁ up, and from
the time of departure to the time of arrival back
at the studios, it probably would take in the area
of three to four hours.

However, today with the new technological
advances, we have minicam tape cameras, very similan
to those cameras over there, which can take a
picture and immediately transmit it through

microwave back to Empire State and back to our

studios, so we have them on tape.

We, within the past six months, have
signed on two of these minicam-type cameras, and
one of them 1n the main is assigned to New Jersey,

operates in New Jersey, as well as certain areas of
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New York, strictly for that reason, in that it gives
us the opportunity to get the stories back faster.

SEN. SKEVIN: Mr. Watson, at the northern
New Jersey hearing Mr. Lee Leahy testified, and it
was considerable film taken by your station, and T
was very much interested in the coverage and I
watched the news program that particular evening and
we saw segments of the television that was filmed
that was taken that particular day. Would you tell
me who made the decision as to what segments would
appear on your news broadcast that particular
evening?

MR. WATSON: I assume that the executive
producer of the program, Paul Freedman, Earl Ubell,
the news director, and the reporter, in that case it
was I believe Jim Collis--as you are aware of, I was
out of town that day--made that decision.

SEN. SKEVIN: Now, also at the North Jersey
hearing we had a statement made by a representative
of the New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce, and T
would like to read a portion of that statement. "The
fact that we lack full time commercial television
presence in New Jersey means additionally that the
economy and the culture of this state are not being

adequetely interpreted by the television industry to
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the rest of the nation.v We are unrepresented by and
large on the TV sets of the nation, except for what
we consider to be negative or unfavorable news."

Do you find anything wrong with that
stétement?

MR. WATSON: I am not in agreement with
that statement. I am a New Jersey resident, I find
that my friends and business associates, as well as
social friends, feel that New Jerseyans are informed
of regarding New Jersey information and affairs and
do not always look upon--I think some of us play
upon the negative aspects. There are many positive
things that happen within our newscasts and on our
public affairs programs that are positive to New
Jersey. In fact, I would say it's overwhelmingly
more positive than it 1s negative.

SEN. SKEVIN: And, Mr. Watson, in your
statement I noticed you gave some statistics about
your contacts with community leaders and the members
of the general public. On page 8, paragraph one,
it's enumerated that you indicate during the period
from August 1974 to January 1975 the station
conducted interviews with 103 New Jersey community
leaders, and then paragraph three also you indicate

during the period August 1974 through January 1975

g
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more than 300 New Jersey residents were contacted

out of 900.

Now, 1s there any reason why the statistics

only cover a short period of time, this recent year,
August 1974 through January 19752 |

MR. WATSON: Yes, Senator, these specific
remarks refer to requirements that we are obligated
to do because of our upcoming license renewal. We
continue to have interviews, etc., on a monthly,
almost a weekly basis, of our station, but the only
ones we can count and refer to in a license renewal
are those that take place within the six-month
period prior to filing.

SEN. SKEVIN: Do you have statistics
showing the same number of contacts with New Jersey
community leaders and people for the period involviﬁg
since your last license renewal?

MR. WATSON: I do not have those available
today.

SEN. SKEVIN: Would you have those
available for our committee?

MR. WATSON: I will look into that matter
and get back to you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you.

SEN. MARESSA: Just one last question.

oA )
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MR. WATSON: Yes, Senator.

SEN. MARESSA: There seems to be a
diametrically opposed disagreement between you and
Mr. Kurlinski. If we were able to arrange a meeting
with the television stations from North Jersey,
would you be willing or have somebody from your
staff represented at that meeting to-diScuss the
financial and engineering problems?

MR. WATSON: Yes, sir. In fact, Senator,
if T may, I believe it was almost two years ago,
maybe 1t was longer than that, there was a meeting
in Trenton and we sent a representative to the
meeting with the intent of trying to put something
like that together, and 1t fell apart after that,
nothing was ever done after we attended that
meeting.

SEN, MARESSA: But in any event, you will
cooperate now.

MR, WATSON: Yes, sir.

SEN, MARESSA: Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you.

Edward J. Gallagher, Director of
Communications, New Jersey Education Association.

MR. GALLAGHER: That's Associate Director,

Senator.
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SEN. SKEVIN: I stand corrected.

MR. GALLAGHER: The New Jersey Education
Assoclation would also like to thank this committee
for the opportunity to appear before it.

New Jersey finds itself in the unique
position of being a political, geographic, soclal,
cultural, as well as educational entity, but carved
in two economically.

In 1952, when the FCC assigned television
frequenciles around the country, New Jersey was
assigned only Channel 13. The states bordering
New Jersey, that 1s, New York and Pennsylvania, were
assigned all the other available VHF frequencies.
The result: New Jersey's northern section became
part of the metropolitan New York City market and
southern New Jersey became part of the Greater
Philadelphia market.

But New Jersey is an entity. The citizens
of our state need and deserve complete coverage of
news and events 1n the state. It's been said over
and over again that New Jerseyans know more about
New York and Philadelphia people and events than
they do about New Jersey's. That is true, because
the stations providing their news coverage serve

thelr city of license first, their whole market area




O wn s W N

-3

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22

23

24

25

O/
second, and finally particular areas within that
market.

New Jersey 1s the most densely populated
state in the union, but it is still divided in the
eyes of the television and advertising industries.
Its population is not considered as a whole by
eithef.

The division of the state caused the
networks to develop ties with the New York City and
Philadelphia based stations. Channel 13, Newark,
was never able to acquire major network affiliation.
The result 1is clear. Channel 13 lost money until
it was sold in 1961 and became a public TV station.
The networks provide the latest entertainment
programs and the most complete natioﬁal and
international news coverage, but without network
affiliation, few stations prosper.

NJEA recognizes that New Jersey's
coverage by the New York and Philadelphia stations
has iImproved. What caused that? First, hard work
of such groups as the New Jersey Coalition for
Fair Broadcasting has started to pay dividends. Also
the stations themselves have reached the dreaded
license renewal period. Looking toward license

renewal and the 1nquiry about to be conducted by the
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FCC, the stations have responded.

The claim 1s sometimes made that New
Jersey 1s already covered by the four Jerseyvision
stations operated by the New Jersey Public
Broadcasting Authority.

NJEA supports the Public Broadcasting
Authcrity and praises it for work done in the area
of news, public service, and educational programming]
But tvhe PBA is public television, paid for by the
citizens of the state. As such, 1t cannot delve too
deply into the controversial issues arising in a
complex state like New Jersey, nor can it offer its
opinion through editorials to help New Jerseyans
better understand the challenges confronting our
state.

‘Further, the Public Broadcasting Authority
cannot offer commercial advertising time to New
Jersey's business community. This places our
businesses at a competitive disadvantage compared
with concerns covering the New York or Philadelphia
mefropolitan area. Because the only TV advertising
outlets available to them are located in such huge
markets, the cost become prohibitive.

New Jersey's Public Broadcasting Authority

therefore cannot fill the void created by denying
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VHF television to the state.

There have been a number of plans offered
to soive the dilemma. One would assign an existing
station in New York or Philadelphia to New Jersey.
The question is, would this solve the problem?
Perhaps if the station were one of the network
affiliates and could maintain that affiliation, it
would attract wide viwership. However, if the
station so assigned were an independent or were to
lose its network affiliation, it would not broadcast
the new programs or indepth national and
international news coverage needed to attract a
large audience. The station would have difficulty
attracting advertisers because 1t would be forced
to serve only part of the accepted market areas of
New York and Philadelphia. The result: the station
no matter how well intentioned, would wither and
eventually die, as Channel 13 died as a commercial
television outlet in 1961.

Another proposed solution would be short
spacing, or dropping 1in a new station in New Jersey,
and we understand this could only be done on
Channel 8 because of current frequency assignments.
Even if Channel 8 were assigned to New Jersey, some

special arrangements would have to be made with the

b~
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statlons in Connecticutband Pennsylvania occupying
that frequency. The real problem would be this new
station's probable inability to pick up network
affiliation and its head-to-head competition with
both the New York and Philadelphia market stations.
Likelihood for success would therefore be limited.

Hyphenation of existing stations has also
been proposed. If one New York station and one
Philadelphia station had theilr licenses changed,
making their cities of license New York-Newark and
Philadelphia-Trenton, for example, the stations
would have to set up studio facilities and assign
personnel to their new homes. The result could well
be increased and better coverage of New Jersey.

The stations, required to serve their city or cities
of license first, would owe greater service to at
least the New Jersey cities to which they were now
licensed.

Perhaps though nothing should be done on
the order of reassigning stations to force them to
better serve New Jersey. Perhaps, through
encouragement, the stations could be helped to
serve New Jersey.

Couldn't the state help set up studio

facilities at the State House in Trenton S0 news
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people would have facilities at hand? One of the
problems stations have covering New Jersey, as has
been mentioned here earlier, 1s the time it takes
fto send a film crew to Trenton, for example,
record the event, return to either New York or
Philadelphia, process and edit the film and have it
ready for ailr play. Further, such facilities could
also serve the needs of the Public Broadcasting
Authority. The PBA could be empowered to act as a
pool supplier to all the New York and Philadelphia
stations, cutting down on both the time and money
the statlons would have to expend to cover a New
Jersey event, while increasing New Jersey's coverage|.

NJEA feels the best interest of both New
Jersey and the TV stations could be served by some
form of hyphenation, such as has been proposed by
the Coalition for Failir Broadcasting, providing
improved facilities for television at the State
House 1n Trenton and by more stringent FCC
regulations requiring TV stations to serve their
éoverage areas more completely.

The New Jersey Legislature can play a
most significant role, first, by testifying to the
FCC of the need of New Jersey for better TV

coverage; seCond, by recommending to the FCC the
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hyphenation of exlisting Philadelphia and New York
stations with some New Jersey city or cities; third,
by mandating facilities to be provided at the State
House and creating the machinery necessary for the
Public Broadcasting Authority to provide pool
service to all the Philadelphia and New York
stations-~-the legislation can help assure New
Jersey the television coverage it needs.

Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator?

SEN. MARESSA: I agree with everything
that you have proposed.

May I ask that in your opinion you
suppose that more stringent FCC regulations
mandating the allocation of more time to the
coverage area would or would not represent an
infringement of the freedom of the press?

MR. GALLAGHER: I don't belileve it would,
and that's a point that concerns NJEA. The
mandating a better coverage of the total coverage
area would not be llmiting their freedom or their
editorial judgment.

I believe the way things are set up now,
they are required to serve their city of license,

and since both the Philadelphia and New York
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stations serve much more than the particular city
of license, perhaps that phrasing should be changed.

SEN. SKEVIN: In essence what you are
saying 1is local physical facilities in New Jersey
as far as TV stations are concerned to provide
not to the quality of the TV coverage, but to
provide to the adequacy of the coverage. Is that
correct?

MR. GALLAGHER: That is the thrust of it.

I agree with what Mayor Errichetti said
earlier, we have indeed two states economically, as
far as the broadcast and advertising industries are
concerned we 1indeed have two states, part of it
assigned to the New York metropolitan market, part
of 1% assigned to the Greater Philadelphia market.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you.

MR. GALLAGHER: Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Robert Culleton, South
Jersey Coordinator, New Jersey Public Interest
Research Group.

MR. CULLETON: Good afternoon. My name is
Robert P, Culleton, I am South Jersey Coordinator
for the New Jersey Public Interest Research Group.
New Jersey PIRG is a nonpartisan, nonprofit,

student-funded and student-directed research
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corporation supported by over 20,000 New Jersey
college students, and we thank you for the
opportunity to present our views today.

Since January I have been directing a
research project in a course entitled "Mass
Communications and Urban Problems" at the Camden
campus of Rutgers State University. The purpose of
the project was to monitor and evaluate the
broadcasting behavior of the three VHF Philadelphia
channels who presently have it as a portion of
their license responsibility to provide coverage of
the affairs of southern New Jersey. We have been
successful in developing extensive data on this
matter. Since New Jersey PIRG is a member of the
New Jersey Coalition for Fair Broadcasting, through
which the citizens of New Jersey are struggling for
a just allocation of the airwaves resources to New
Jersey, we find it important to contribute the
highlight of that data to you today. I am not here
to propose any solutions to this problem; New
Jersey PIRG supports wholeheartedly the goals of
the coalition.

About 20 students chose to participate
in this project. They divided up the local news

programs among themselves, and with varying degrees
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of success, set up the task of monitoring those
broadcasts during a two-week period beginning March
3 and ending March 16. As you will see from the
data results on the first chart at the end of this

testimony, there was an unequal distribution of

‘monitoring time per station. KYW and WCAU each

received approximately the same amount of
monitoring, so the results are readily comparable
to one another. WPVI received only a third of the
monitoring time of the other two, so that its
results are somewhat less valuable comparatively.
Nevertheless, we have included them along with the
others because they hint at station behavior taking
place on the part of WPVI.

On the whole the data 1is not conclusive,
but it certainly does reflect substantial trends
in the coverage New Jersey receives from
Philadelphia stations. Furthermore, these trends
are exceedingly disappointing, for when one looks
at the most reliable station of the three in
question, that 1s, KYW, Channel 3, with three times
as many news items with film reports as WCAU,
Channel 10, and with almost twice the air time per
item as WCAU, we still find that the total amount

of New Jersey coverage allocated by KYW was only
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fen per cent of the total air time which we
monitored. WCAU, we might padnt out, was monitored
at onlj 5.5 per cent New Jersey éoverage, and had
four full programs which did not mention any New
Jersey news. WPVI seems also to have had a low
rate of coverage. Although it had 19 items of New
Jersey news in three hours, its time per item was
worse than even WCAU. The overall coverage time
does not appear to be likely much of an improvement
over the other stations. In the average length of
time before an item of New Jersey news was presented
in a program, all the stations did quite well,
averaging substantially above the mid-way point of
the programs we watched.

In this project the students also reviewed
the news items presented by the Courier Post, that
is, the area newspaper, in order to see just to
what extent the Philadelphia stations were in tune
with a truly indigenous organ of the media in South
Jersey. At the end of this testimony theré is a
second chart with a series of case studies of
items of importance in the Courier Post and the
coverage these items received on the Philadelphia
stations. The stories are ranked in order of

importance by the number of days coverage they
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received in the Post. We limited our inspection to
local stories appearing in the first few pages of
the paper, especially page 1. The stories can be
further ranked in importance by the number of
inches of column space.

Here again in this test we were quite
disappointed because the correspondence between the
TV and the press coverage was very low. To begin
with, there 1s a very noticeable lag between the
time a story breaks in the press and the time the
story is aired. This time lag is usually one to
two days, though often it 1s several days more.
Secondly, given the 19 case studies presented here,
two out of the three stations missed more of the
stories than they picked up. And while KYW's score
may look fine at a rate of 63 per cent, when one
measures the amount of air time for New Jersey
coverage which reflected the press coverage of
South Jersey, the picture remains dismal. Only
37.7 per cent of the ten per cent KYW program time
given to coverage of South Jersey paralleled the
local press coverage. For WCAU the rate was 28
per cent of 5.5 per cent. For WPVI the rate
appears to be 28 per cent of 13 per cent. The

balance of the station's coverage time for South
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Jersey was devoted to various other local stories
whick we did not pick up in our review of the press.
Perhaps they appeared on pages further back than
those we reviewed. Although we have not
substantiated thié in a data table in this
presentation, in my judgment, while qulte a few of
these stories were of clear significance to the
democratic people of New Jersey, too often the
situation arose where community interest stories
were alred rather than major news 1tems of the day.
And when coverage is so minimal to begin with, we
feel that the statlons have the responsibility to
present the major news items first. This is not to
say that community interest stories should be
ignored. If New Jersey were to receive coverage
commensurate with its importance as a state and as
a substantial portion of the Philadelphia market
area, community interest stories would certainly
have their place.

By way of example, let me point out that
on the fourth of March the major news item in the
Courier Post, as reflected in the case studies
chart, was a report on Governor Byrne's plan for a
state income tax. WCAU, while réporting on New

Jersey marijuana reform and on the funeral of Mr.
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William Fitzpatrick, failed to mention the Byrne
income tax story.

In conclusion, it would not go too far to
say that the present arrangement of television
coverage of south New Jersey affairs 1is disastrous.
The people of south New Jersey are literally being
left in the dark by the Philadelphia VHF channels.
The situation hamstrings New Jersey in coping with
its problems. This situation must be remedied.

This testimony will be filed as comment
with the FCC during this period of inquiry into the
state of television coverage in New Jersey.

Thank you very much.

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator Maressa?

SEN. MARESSA: I have no questions.

SEN. SKEVIN: I would just like to comment
and express my appreciation to you and the students
involved in this as certainly having completed a
very comprehensive study of this problem and show
an interest in the affairs of our state.

I would like to point out that I think
your northern New Jersey representative testified
at our North Jersey hearing and he presented
similar statistics involving the New York television

stations, and although the coverage of Mr. Leahy of
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the CBS-TV station was quite comprehensive, there
was no coverage of the statistics presented by the
North Jersey representative indicating a complete
lack of coverage in the North Jersey area.

I am interested, and I offer this as a
challenge to the TV stations here to present the
story that you gave us this morning about the lack
of coverage as far as statistics are concerned.

Thank you very much.

MR. CULLETON: Copies of this are quite
available.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you.

Allen J. Bell, Vice President and General
Manager of KYW-TV.

MR. BELL: Senators, interested attendees
at this public hearing, my name is Allen Bell and
I am a vice president of Westinghouse Broadcasting
Company, Group W, and the general manager of KYW-TV,
Chanrel 3.

For the benefit of those from the Newark
area 1n the hearing room, Senator Skevin, Westing-
house Broadcasting Company, Group W, also operates
an all news radio station in the New York area,
WINS 1010 News, serving portions of New Jersey, New

York, and Connecticut.
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Similarly in this area serving South
Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania we have KYW News
Radio, All News All the Time, and you might be
interested to know portions of this hearing that
have occurred so far have already been broadcast on
KYW News Radio, which is an interesting commentary
really on behalf of technology and the efficacy of
Dick Standish, our reporter for the radio station.

Likewise, KYW-TV serves portions of three
states, Pennsylvania, South Jersey, and Delaware.

To compress our views before this
commission, gentlemen, we have prepared a number of
exhibits. We appreciate the opportunity to come
before you and present them and share our views
about the efficacy of television service.

Exhibit A, which you see before you,
approximates the television coverage range of
KYW-TV, Its primary service area is the 1line that
you see designated in the heavy black marking, and
the station also has the technical capacity to be
seen in some parts of the larger area denoted by the
gray 1line.

Perhaps what is more relevant, however,
is Exhibit B, which indicates the distribution of

population within the Channel 3's primary service
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area. You will note, Senators, that 69 per cent of
our service area comprises residents of
Pennsylvania, 24 per cent of New Jersey, and 7 per
cent of Delaware, licensed as we are to serve
portions of three states. But I think you will find
that 24 per cent 1is a good working bench mark figure
according to Census Bureau statistics.

T might also point out 1in passing, in the
next exhibit, that the two significant metropolitan
areas within the primary coverage area, two of them
at least, the nine county Philadelphia and Trenton
standard metropolitan statistics areas comprising in
New Jersey, Camden, Burlington, and Gloucester
directly across the river, and Mercer County,
synonymous with the Trenton area, there are some 891
governmental bodies in this area. These governmenté]
bodies, many of which hold elections and pass bills,
also include approximately 365 municipalities,
municipalities such as townships and boroughs and
citles. And again I point out that is a portion of
the tcervice area that Channel 3 reaches every day.

In the summer of 1973 the New Jersey
Commission for Fair Broadcasting in invited comments
to the Federal Communications Commission made a

statement based upon monitoring of the service of
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television stations in the Philadelphia area, and
we quote in Exhibit D a portion of the comments they
made, Senators., They said, and we quote: "Only
approximately 13 per cent of the three Philadelphia
VHF stations' news coverage related to New Jersey
matters."

You will find that, just for the record,
in the petition that the ccalition filed with the
Federal Communications Commission approximately a
year ago.

Gentlemen, the Westinghouse Broadcasting
Company, Group W, was also an interested party in
those proceedings and filed comments with the
Federal Communications Commission, and we examined
our records for the same eleven days in July, July
9 through 20, 1973. Obviously we could have had no
forewarning of this occasion, since the coalition
chose 1ts own shot, chose 1ts own days, and
according to our records, we had about twice the
coverage on KYW-TV., But of course the figure of
the coalition was an average for the market as a
whole,

Just let me quote the statement that we
made 1n response to the comments of the New Jersey

Coalition. We said, and I quote: "Approximately
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22 per cent of its coverage devoted to local and
regional news, excluding sports and weather
coverage, concerned matters which were New Jersey
related."

We find that a very significant statement,
gentlemen, because coverage like that is reflective,
we believe, of a diligent effort to serve our
residents of South Jersey.

SEN. SKEVIN: Those are self-serving
statements though. Do you have the records?

MR. BELL: We would be delighted to make
them available, Senator, and I think you will find
upon examination, and then again this is a period
we had no forewarning of these stories, they did
not comprise sensationalism, they did not comprise
the oftheard statement that much of New Jersey's
television news is of gambling, corruption, fires,
and gruesome crime. We will be glad to make
avallable every one of those stories at your
pleasure, sir.

A television station like KYW-TV also has
another device for service viewers, and that is our
program of editorials, which appear regularly
throughout the broadcast day on a number of different

time periods so they are able to amass circulation
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that comprises pretty much the total reach of the
television station from morning to night, including
prime time viewing hours. We examined for this
hearing our record of the past several years, 1973,
1974, and so far to date to 1975, and according to
our records, over half of our editorials in 1973
were of concern to viewers in New Jersey; 62 per
cent were of concern to New Jersey viewers last
year, and 66 per cent thus far to date.

Now, of that component, in 1973 27 per
cent of the time we devoted our editorials to
subjects of exclusive interest, the oné portion of
our coverage Iinterest, 27 per cent were devoted to
New Jersey; in 1974 24 per cent, and so far this
year 35 per cent of the occasions in which we went
exclusilvely were devoted to New Jersey.

SEN, SKEVIN: It shows a continuance of
improvement over the years as we get closer to the
license renewals.

MR. BELL: Well, I would hope that what it
shows 1is a continuing interest in the problems of
South Jersey, because this i1s an area, Senator,
that 1s really homogeneous.

SEN. SKEVIN: But according to your

statistics it shows a continuance of improvement oved
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here as 1t gets closer to license renewal.

MR. BELL: Well, the license renewal,
Senator, 1s a three-year cycle.

SEN. SKEVIN: I realize that, but your
statistics are three years and shows an improvement
each year as we get closer to the license renewal.
Isn't that correct?

MR. BELL: Well, that is subject to your
interpretation, sir.

SEN. SKEVIN: I am asking you, isn't that
correct?

MR. BELL: I do not believe, Senator---

SEN. SKEVIN: The percentage does not
increase as you get closer?

MR. BELL: I do not believe that you will
fincd the license renewal filing time has much to do
with this, the statistics, as much as interest.

SEN. SKEVIN: I am not saying they have
anything to do, I am saying the statistics
themselves show an increase each year as we get
closer to the license renewal.

MR. BELL: I don't agree with your
interpretation, sir.

SEN. SKEVIN: You don't agree the

statistics have increased?
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MR. BELL: The statistics indeed have
increased.

SEN. SKEVIN: That's all we are talking
about.

MR. BELL: But I don't necessarily share
your interpretation of it, sir.

SEN. MARESSA: I think, Mr. Bell, if we
had 1972's statistics, that would answer the
question.

MR. BELL: Be delighted to make them
available,.

SEN. MARESSA: In other words, if 1972
were less than 1973, then we would know the license
renewal cycle would absolutely have nothing to do
with 1t. I think that's what Senator Skevin is
referring to.

MR. BELL: Right.

SEN. MARESSA: Does this gentleman have
that?

MR. BELL: We don't have them available,
Senator.

SEN. MARESSA: 0.K.

MR. BELL: Obviously the occasions on
which we do present editorial views governs subject

material that often provides the opportunity for
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other points of view, points of view either in
testing our views or amplifications of our views,
and in the course of 1974 to date editorials by
KYW=TV have been amplified on by the mayor of
Wildwood, by Governor Byrne, by a representative

of the Delaware River Port Authority, by several
members of the New Jersey Legislature, for example,
Senator Russo, Senator Hughes, and Assemblyman
Gallagher, all of whom spoke on the state tax issue.

SEN, SKEVIN: Do they have to go to your
station for that rebuttal?

MR. BELL: They generally have, sir.

SEN. SKEVIN: Where 1s that located, in
Philadelphia?

MR. BELL: It's located adjacent to the
Ben Franklin Bridge at Fifth and Market Street.

SEN. SKEVIN: In Philadelphia?

MR. BELL: That's right, sir.

SEN. SKEVIN: 0.K. It was just a comment,
just an observation.

MR. BELL: We thought you also might be
interested in the uses to which an editorial
program can be put. In the course of commenting
about South Jersey affairs, we made the following

editorial observation in May of 1974, and we said:
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"What South Jersey needs is an agency like South-
eastern Pennsylvania's SEPTA, Call it SOJETA, if
you will, South Jersey Transportation Authority,
South Jersey's own transportation authority. And
the way to create it 1is for county and municipal
officials to join together and demand it from the
state legislature. The sooner this happens, the
sooner South Jersey residents will hae the kind of
public transportation they need."

We got an interesting response to that
first editorial, because 1t is one of a series of
five, and part of a continuing project. The
response reads as follows: "T thought you might be
interested in knowing that, as a result of your
editorial, of which I am in total agreement, I have
introduced legislation to establish a South Jersey
Transportation Authority similar to SEPTA."

Senator Maressa of course will recall
that, since he was the signer of the letter, and
we went on the alr subsequently the following week
in May of 1974 and said: "Last week we proposed a
South Jersey Transportation Authority, SOJETA we'
called 1t, to look after the neglected transportatio
needs of South Jersey residents. We've been

exploring this proposal in conjunction with the
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Regional Affairs Council in a series of special
indepth radio reports. Now we're happy to report
important progress. We've been in touch with State
Senator Joseph A. Maressa, who is Majaity Whip of
the New Jersey Senate, and he's sponsoring a bill
to create that regional transportation authority,"
and we quoted part of his letter.

We went on in August of 1974 to comment
on this 1ssue and to press for the successful
conclusion of procedures to create a South Jersey
Transportation Authority, similarly on August 31 of
1974 and then in the fall of 1974, in November, and
we intend to keep after this.

We also would like to draw your attention
in Exhibit G, Senators, to some of the bases on
which judgments are made for news and editorials
at KYW-TV. Of our key decisionmaking staff, the
editorial director, the assistant news director,
the assignment editor, four of.our reporters, two
editor-writers, three newsreel camerapersons, and
one film processing supervisor all on the news and
editorial staff of the station, are residents of
New Jersey, and similarly within our management
staff 34 per cent of KYW=TV's management 1is resident

in New Jersey, voters and taxpayers. Our total
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staff averages out 24 per cent, which is right about
representative of the proportion of New Jersey
popuiation that is included within our primary
viewing area. 38 per cent of our news and editorial
staff, 34 per cent of our management, and 24 per
cent of our total staff as a whole,.

Over the course of broadcasting to the
area that we served, many New Jersey leaders have
occasion to speak to constituents and to address
themselves to views of wide public concern. We are
talking in Exhihkit H about those occasions,
exclusive of news coverage, exclusive of paiad
political avertisements, exclusive of editorials,
in which full program length time is devoted to
articulation of issues. For example, in 19714
and 1975 you can read in Exhibit H appearances by
Camden Mayor Errichetti in January of 1974, April
of 1974, August of 1974, and so on. Similarly,
appexrances by Mayor Bradway, Governor Byrne, several
occasions, Mayor Holland, Mayor D'Ippolito, Mayor
Salmon, the South Jersey congressional delegation,
and so on.

Some of the issues discussed, just as an
example, exclusive of regular newscasts and

editorials, include the New Jersey state income tax,
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transportation, school funding, farms and migrant
labor, the offshore oil issue, crime and drugs in
South Jersey, health care and the aged, utility
rates and the consumer, and teenage drinking.

Of course there are many in New Jersey
other than elected officials or community leaders
who would '1ke to be able to talk to each other,
use the facilities of television to state views,
and for that reason those in our viewing area will
recognize the Speak Out Message series, which are
short-length messages open to the general public and
presented like editorials throughout the broadcast
day. In the course of the past year and a half or
So these residents you see in Exhibit J have used
our facilities to discuss a wide range of issues of.
their own choice, ranging all the way from the
energy issue, which was very present in everybody's
minds starting in early 1974, to a resident of
Marlton who chose to speak out against streaking.

Let me say in summary, Senators, that
the statistics that we presented to the Federal
Communications Commission about the degree of our
coverage we feel 1s reflective of an approach that

has really served South Jersey from the inside.
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We think that we have demonstrated the viewers in
that portion of our coverage area are important to
us. At a time in the past the marvels of today's
techr.ology could scarcely have been even dreamed of.
The possibilities of miniaturization of equipment,
you heard reference to minicams, they come in many
different sizes and shapes, and what was the state
of the art a year ago has already been outdistanced,

the possibility of equipping a helicopter with a

mliniature camera, miniature microwave equipment, is

at hénd. Time and space easily can be compressed.

I think you have seen some demonstration
of the willingness of Channel 3 to serve viewers in
this area, though the statistics of course are only
a measurement of the past, and what our commitment
is for a future that will improve and enhance this
range of coverage.

We are available for any questions you
might have.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you, Mr. Bell.

Senator Maressa?

SEN, MARESSA: Thank you, Mr. Bell, for
all the information you have given us. I for one
want to publicly commend your XYW radio station. I

think an all news all the time station 1s very, very
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valuable. I keep it on my automobile radio at all
times, and after I hear the news about three or
four times though I have to turn it off and go
somewhere else, and of course that's not your fault,
it's a sort of a cycle thing, and I also want to
congratulate you on having Mr. Standish as one of
your reporters, he is doing a fabulous job at the
State House and here in South Jersey. I think
everybody will support that statement, at least in
the legislature.

However, we still, as far as your
television channel is concerned, with all of your
endeavors, and there are many and involved, and I
am sure you are doing, as I indicated to Mr. Watson,
the best job you possibly can, and whatever lack of
coverage there 1s in New Jersey would be not
deliberate. However, we do not have the identity
we need.

Now, I would 1like to ask you if you have
an opinion regarding Mr. Watson's proposal or the
oral contract that he 1s working out with New Jersey
Public Broadcasting developing--I am reading it--
"An arrangement with the State of New Jersey Public
Broadcasting Authority under which we can tape

thelr New Jersey news programs, Jerseyvision, off
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the air, and then review the recorded items against
all the other material available to see which ones,
in the judgment of news personnel, should be
included in"the newscasts, the first, and secondly,
the one that Mr. Kurlinski proposed, one possible
way of helping them do so would be the formation of
an independent New Jersey news gathering
organization. You heard what he suggested.

MR, BELL: Yes, sir.

SEN. MARESSA: Can we have your opinion
regarding both of those propositions?

MR. BELL: Certainly, Senator.

We also received Mr. Frymire's offer for
rebroadcast rights of Jerseyvision news, and we
know it's an interesting offer, one that deserves
full exploration.

Our situation at present is that our
union contracts currently in force preclude the
usage of any outside material within a certain
specified range of miles. That 1s an arrangement
that simply has to be stated for the record. Any
coverage existing outside of that mileage area
would of course be available for consideration.

SEN. MARESSA: Have you any idea what,

wlth respect to this news gathering organization,
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consists of at least three camera crews, an
assignment editor, and office staff, how expensive
something like that would be?

MR. BELL: Well, Senator, I would be
hard put to answer 1t in that way, except to say
the distance from significant parts of our South
Jersey area to our present studio location is not
vast. The =zituation between New York and
Philedelphia is not exactly identical, just to
take Trenton as an example. Trenton 1is at least
an hour on the train from New York and roughly a
half hour from Philadelphia. TIt's easy enough to
cover Trenton in terms of physical distance and
traveling time, we don't find it burdensome, and
as a matter of fact, we submit, with all due
respect, some of those statistics you heard this
morning in our view come about as a part of that
relative ease and technology and hence our ability
to cover those events. We don't anticipate that
it will necessarily be a problem.

SEN. MARESSA: Well, what about a figure
on costs for something like three camera crews,
would that be in your department, would you know
approximately what costs would be involved?

MR. BELL: Senator, it would vary as to
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individual unions, it would vary as to individual
equipment, I couldn't possibly tell you, but I
really don't think the issue is cost.

SEN. MARESSA: Well, I appreciate your
position.

Well, let me ask you, what about
hyphenation?

MR. BELL: 1In a sense, Senator, we
conslder ourselves a hyphenated station now,
because any station that encompasses roughly a
quarter of its news coverage through South Jersey
is a station that is by that very fact hyphenated.
We certainly can't consider we are a Philadelphia
statlon, we are not, we serve a broad region,
responsive to the population that lives within
that primary coverage area, roughly commensurate
Wwith the weight of the population as it lies.

Hyphenation in the formal, technical
sense, I think you are using it in a wrong idea,
and deserves full explanation in all of various
aspects.

SEN. MARESSA: Would there be something
technical in the law that would prevent you from
signing off your call letters or saying this is

Channel 3 Philadelphia-South Jersey, or something

J——



O n & W

® =

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

98
like that?

MR. BELL: We cannot do that, sir, because
there is a matter of licensing by the Federal
Communications Commission.

SEN. MARESSA: That would be prohibited?

MR. BELL: Currently it would be,.

SEN. MARESSA: Currently. What about the
cost of keenig one crew, say, for example, in
Atlantic City or in Hammonton, somewhere centrally
located in South Jersey, or the establishment of a
studio, what about that cost is prohibitive?

MR. BELL: Well, I wouldn't consider,
Senator, the cost 1s the central issue as much as
how one covers news. What you are really after T
think 1s intent and results, and the way a station
chooses to do it, the way it deploys its forces,
the judgments that it makes in terms of assignments,
and so on, really are human decisions and policy
decisions as opposed to material decisions.

We don't find it difficult to get the
statistics that you have heard this morning,
because of our location, because of the fact we are
where we are, and because of the decisions that we
make, made very largely by people who themselves

are residents of the area we are serving. That is
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certainly true of our assignment editor, it's true

of our assistant news director.

SEN. MARESSA: Then in effect though you
disagree with the representative from PIRG who
indicated that, say, for example, if I read his
chart correctly, you had absolutely no coverage at
all of the SCI story and that any number of the
larger stories that were covered in the local
newspapers receive little or no time, according to
his statistics and his monitoring?

MR. BELL: Senator, with all due respect
to his monitor, it was based on a very narrow range
of time. We haven't had a chance to examine it
thoroughly, but we urge the members of the New
Jersey Public Interest Research Group and all
interested viewers to watch us on the air
consistently and to see us as we are, because the
wonderful thing about a telewvision station is that
you can get at it very easily.

SEN, MARESSA: Well, lastly, I would like
fo thank you publicly for that editorial and the
coverage that you gave it, because I feel--I try
to pick up all of your editorial comments and I
find a great many of them are fascinating and

reflect a deep concern to the public of New Jersey
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as well indicated, and I want to report at this
time that a bill was introduced creating the South
Jersey Transportation Authority, but because of the
economlc crunch we are sweating it out really for a
period of time.

That's all the questions I have.

SEN. SKEVIN: Mr. Bell, I just have a few
questions =and also a comment or two, if you will
just bear with me.

Your statement about the effect and the
development of technology in the communications
area 1s very apropos to this particular hearing,
and we both recognize, and I am sure the people of
the state and the‘communications area certainly
recognize the awesome power that is involved in

communications, and we have just scratched the

surface in terms of the future and in terms of
television with education and the problems that

we face that can be solved. We hear statistics
about children having on the average 22,000 viewer
hours before they reach the age of 18, and the
fact that they have the equivalent of a bachelor's
degree before they go to kindergarten in terms of
hours watching TV. We certainly view those

statistics with alarm as the effect they have on
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the community.

Now, in terms of that awesome power,
there is an equal responsibility to provide adequate
coverage within a particular area. Is that correct?

MR. BELL: I couldn't agree with you more.

SEN. SKEVIN: All right. And the
statistics, there is a conflict, you show one set
of statistics énd of course the people in New
Jersey that are involved in this show a different
set of statistics.

MR. BELL: Senator, may I just make one
observation about that?

SEN. SKEVIN: Sure.

MR. BELL: The statistical base for
measurement will vary, depending on what components
are included within the base. In the case of our
own measurements, we have chosen to exclude sports
and weather, because they really know no bounds of
municipal origin.

SEN. SKEVIN: Right.

MR. BELL: We have chosen to measure
other quantities, and before you can compare apples
and apples, which i1s always the problem, as I am
sure you are well familiar, with statistics, we

better compare the bases of measurement.
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SEN, SKEVIN: Well, the point I am
driving at, I would like to make a comment about,
1s the fact here we have TV coverage of our North
Jersey hearing and our South Jersey hearing, and
if I recall accurately, the coverage in the North
Jersey hearing, the statistics most favorable to
the TV statlons were presented on the air waves,.

Now, you feel that is in compliance with
the fairness doctrine that the Supreme Court has
enunciated in this particular area?

MR. BELL: Well, Senator, I didn't see
the New York stations' coverage, I can't comment.

SEN. SKEVIN: Do you predict the
statistics showing the other side of the coin will
be shown on TV coverage tonight?

MR. BELL: I can only speak for Channel
3. Our crew is here and I can pretty safely
predict what Channel 3 will show is a rounded,
full spectrum representation of what happened
here this morning and this afternoon, including
all points of view,

SEN. SKEVIN: 1Including both sides of the
statistics as to the adequacy of coverage in New

Jersey?

MR, BELL: That's a matter of news
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Judgment and someone looking at the film and what
they are looking at when they make that decision.
I can't vouch for each frame of that film that will
be shown on the air and what Trudy Haynes chooses
to write when she reports it, but I think you can
Judge us on our record, which is a fair one.

SEN. SKEVIN: 1In your opinion then, to
elaborate a little bit on the fairness doctrine,
which of course 1is a law in this particular area,
to shcw statistics on both sides of this you would
agree would be in compliance with that fairness
doctrine. Is that correct?

MR. BELL: Senator, yes, sir.

SEN, SKEVIN: And if the North Jersey
television coverage does not show the statistics on
the other or the adverse side of this question,
they would not be in compliance with the fairness
doctrine. Is that correct?

MR. BELL: Not as I would interpret it,
sir.

SEN. SKEVIN: All right. Thank you. No
further questions.

SEN. MARESSA: I have no questions.

SEN. SKEVIN: Kenneth MacQueen, Vice

President and General Manager, WABC-TV, New York.
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MR. MacQUEEN: Senators, if I may, my
name 1s Kenneth H. MacQueen. I am Vice President
and General Manager of WABC-TV, Channel 7, New York
City, licensed to American Broadcasting Companies,
Inc. I too appreciate the opportunity to be here
this morning and respond to your inquiry into the
adequacy of television service in the State of New
Jersey.

The committee is aware that the Federal
Communications Commission has also 1instituted an
inquiry and rule making, inviting written comments
on several alternatives for improving television
service in New Jersey. The FCC also contemplates
the possibility of public hearings on these
gquestions. It is WABC-TV's intention to file
comments in the FCC's proceeding, and we hope to be
able to offer affirmative suggestions for improving
television service for the State of New Jersey.

The specific service area of WABC-TV is
the tri-state metropolitan ares comprising 19
populous counties in New York, New Jersey, and
southwestern Connecticut. These include the five
boroughs of New York; Westchester and Rockland
Countles to the north; Nassau and Suffolk Counties

to the east, on Long Island; Connecticut's Fairfield
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County to the northeast, and nine New Jersey countie
to the west, Essex, Bergen, Hudson, Middlesex, Union
Passaic, Monmouth, Morris, and Somerset. This
principal service area covers some 6900 square
miles and contains a population of approximately
17,000,000 persons.

WABC-TV has very wide-ranging and
diverse program service obligations to the very
substantial population within its service area.
As the flagship station of the ABC Television
Network, a principal service of Channel 7 is to
provide entertainment programming of general
interest throughout its service area, regardless
of state lines. Simillarly, much of WABC-TV's news,
public affairs, and other informational programming,
is of general interest and benefit to the entirety
of the station's service area. Thus, a very
significant percentage of news, public affairs, and
other informational programming pertains to national
and international events, or to national and
reglonal issues of equal interest throughout the
station's service area. In these respects WABC-TV
considers that it 1is providing a very significant
service continuously to the people of the State of

New Jersey, as well as to those in New York and
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Connecticut.

In addition, however, WABC-TV has been
conscious of the particular needs of its New Jersey
viewers and of the issues and problems of specific
local interest to the New Jersey viewer. In 1972
WABC-TV met with representatives of the New Jersey
Coalition for Fair Broadcasting to discuss the
concerns of viewers in North Jersey over local
television coverage. These meetings resulted in a
letter agreement with WABC-TV designed to facilitate
and improve news and other informational program
coverage of events and local problems in New Jersey.
This agreement was filed with the Federal
Communications Commission in 1972 as a part of the
station's renewal application, and a copy is
submitted for the committee's consideration.

In 1974 and 1975 meetings were again held
with representatives of the New Jersey Coalition for
Fair Broadcasting to discuss further accommodations
for improvement in the coverage of New Jersey
events and local problems. Again WABC-TV and the
coalition reached an accommodation, the details of
which will be filed shortly with the PFederal
Communications Commission to be associated with the

station's 1975 renewal application. I would 1like
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to emphasize that we perceive our relationship with
the coalition as a positive and constructive one,
and we believe that the station has fulfilled its
commitments set forth in these agreements.

WABC-TV's contilnuous efforts have
produced, and continue to provide, significant
coverage of news pertalning to local events in New
Jersey.

Moreover, the continuing public affairs
and other informational program offerings of
WABC-TV have related, to a significant degree, to
matters of local interest in New Jersey.

The station has presented a number of
editorials and rebuttals to editorials pertaining
to New Jersey during the past license term. These
editorials have touched upon the New Jersey tax
reform plan, flood control procedures, the problem
of garbage disposal in New Jersey, New Jersey's
proposed gun control law, the proposed casino
gambling referenaum, and similar matters of
specific local interest.

WABC-TV's program, "People, Places and
Things," also dealt with the question of casino
gambling in New Jersey and the problems associated

with abortions in New Jersey. "AM New York"
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provided a vehicle for the appearance of numerous
prominent persons from New Jersey and touched upon
additional issues of relevance to the residents of
New Jersey. Guests on this program included the

New Jersey governor, state treasurer, the mayor of
Newark, the mayor of Atlantic City, the president of
the New Jersey League of Women Voters, and other

New Jersey community leaders.

Finally, "Eyewitness News Conference"
seeks to devote one program per month to topics of
particular interest to New Jersey residents as
delineated by community leaders from that state.
That program during the past license term touched
upcn New Jersey's proposed income tax program,
campaign financing in the state, casino gambling,
the funding of the educational system in New Jersey;
the effects of the energy crisis in the State of
New Jersey, and the problem of unemployment in New
Jersey.

This recapitulation represents a brief
summary of the public affairs and informational
program services which WABC-TV presents specifically
for its New Jersey viewers. These services are
provided, and will be continued, consistent with

our other very substantial obligations to our
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viewers in New York, Long Island, and Connecticut.

I have appended to my written statement a
more complete listing of the programs presented by
WABC-TV which were responsive to the problems and
issues of particular relevance to residents of New
Jersey.

WABC-TV has not made this presentation
in order to persuade you that New Jersey has all
the television service which, ideally, it should
have. WABC-~TV hopes that there will prove to be
feasible methods for pro&iding New Jersey with
improved television service. However, realistically
it is to be recognized that there are substantial
economic and technical difficulties associated with
various solutions which have thus far been proposed.
In our comments to be filed with the FCC, WABC-TV
intends to be as positive in seekling realistic
Solutions for the improvement of New Jersey
television service as these considerations permit.
In the meantime, WABC-TV intends to continue to
provide significant program service to its viewers
in New Jersey, as well as to those in New York and
Connecticut,

Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator Maressa?
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SEN. MARESSA: Mr. MacQueen, I think it's
pretty well resolved at this point that the people
of New Jersey feel that they do not have sufficient
coverage as evidenced by the sentiment of their
legislators, and I tell you, sir, that probably 90
per cent of them agree with my statement, and I
think I can accept that, generally speaking, the TV
stations are doing their best to give New Jersey the
coverage it needs.

One question then, will you attempt to
cooperate with some of te propositions that have
been enunciated here today, for example, a news
gathering source, studio facilities in North Jersey
or in South Jersey somewhere, or perhaps something
like hyphenation, do you see any of this in the
future of Channel 79

MR. MacQUEEN: We are exploring those
areas, as you mentioned, hyphenation or studio
facilities. You asked me the question, we will
certainly explore the possibilities of the
Jerseyvision, opportunities that may provide.

SEN. MARESSA: That's what Mr. Watson
addressed himself to.

MR. MacQUEEN: That's correct, and we

have discussed that particular area, by the way,
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with the New Jersey Coalition, and we are proceeding
on that, and I can tell you we are exploring quite
candidly. I must say I think some of those areas
that we are exploring may not be économically
feasible or technically feasible, but we do not
withdraw that as a negative position, we are
exploring it.

SEN. MARESSA: Remember if there 1is
something like a New Jersey subsidy that might have
to be inculcated into a final program, I am sure
the state is not adverse to mere helping out, so
consider that.

MR. MacQUEEN: It may be.

SEN. SKEVIN: Mr. MacQueen, are you a
constituent of mine?

MR. MacQUEEN: No, I am not.

SEN, SKEVIN: The reason why I asked that
question, Mr. MacQueen, I would like to comment on
the adequacy of coverage. Earlier, as you were
here, a Mr. Gershman from Tenafly, New Jersey
indicated he was a constituent of mine. I think
that's a reflection in a small way of the adequacy
of coverage in our particular state, because here
is someone from a national television network and

certainly someone who should be familiar with the
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political activities and the news coverage in the
area, and he was not able to identify his state
senator from Bergen County. I am sure, on the other
hand, if he were asked who the mayor of New York is,
he certainly would have the correct answer.

In terms of coverage, we also receied
testimony that WNBC .has,a full time New Jersey
correspond~nt. Now, does your station have a New
Jersey correspondent?

MR. MacQUEEN: Yes, we do, we have
operated with what we call a suburban desk with an
assignment editor and our eyewitness news
correspondent, who I think you may be familiar with,
Bob Miller, does service northern New Jersey and 1s
a resident of New Jersey, and I don't know whether
he is a constituent of yours or not, Woodcliff Lake'
1 believe.

SEN. SKEVIN: He is not.

Is he a full time New Jersey
correspondent?

MR. MacQUEEN: He is not full time. The
records of our news gathering source from an
assignment standpoint is that, and I can't give you
an exact figure because I don't think we are in an

exact area there, but his assignments in New Jersey,
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vis-a-vis other areas, runs better than three to
one New Jersey.

SEN., SKEVIN: So he is a 75 per cent
correspondent then in New Jersey?

MR. MacQUEEN: Approximately, maybe even
80 per cent.

SEN. SKEVIN: He is the New Jersey
correspondent?

MR. MacQUEEN: That's correct.

SEN. SKEVIN: He covers the entire State
of New Jersey, which has, you know, over seven
million people. Is that his assignment?

MR. MacQUEEN: Well, he predominantly
covers the northern portion, middle and northern
portion, which I mention is in our coverage area,
represents four to five---

SEN. SKEVIN: Four to five million

people, and he's a part time, almost full time
correspondent?

MR. MacQUEEN: Well, that is true, but
we also of course utilize other reporters quite
often.

SEN. SKEVIN: When the time comes?

MR. MacQUEEN: Right, when the news.

SEN. SKEVIN: But he is the New Jersey
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correspondent?

MR. MacQUEEN: Yes,

SEN. SKEVIN: He 1is identified as the New
Jersey correspondent?

MR. MacQUEEN: That's right.

SEN. SKEVIN: And you say he has an
assignment editor?

MR, MacQUEEN: We have an assignment desk
editor who is responsible for the so-called
suburban, what we call suburban assignment. It

really could well be labeled our area assignment

desk.

SEN. SKEVIN: He 1s assigned to New
Jersey?

MR. MacQUEEN: He is also a resident of
New Jersey. His name is Edgar Lorenzo.

SEN. SKEVIN: In both cases themen report
to New York. Is that correct?

MR. MacQUEEN: The assignment editor of
course does. Bob Miller many times, I would say

most of the time, would go to an assignment in New
Jersey directly from his home.

SEN, SKEVIN: But in terms of, you know,
where he 1s located, he gets his pay check from New

York and his office is located in New York and
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reports there for meetings and has conferences in
New York, he doesn't physically locate in New Jersey
in terms of any office facility?

MR. MacQUEEN: Well, he is a reporter,
sir, he doesn't necessarily attend conferences or
so forth, he is on an assignment.

SEN. SKEVIN: Right, but he gets his
direction from New York, from a New York office.
Isn't that correct, sir?

MR. MacQUEEN: That's correct.

SEN., SKEVIN: And then all of these
meetihgs with officials of New York and the programs
that you are talking about, all of that takes place
in New York. Isn't that correct?

MR. MacQUEEN: That's correct.

SEN. SKEVIN: Earlier today we had a
statement from a representative of Rutgers University
which I will quote to you: "For a television
station to send a film crew of four persons to
New Brunswick involves a minimum of three hours of
travel and productin time, making it a high-expense
decision for an assignment editor"--that's the
fellow you talked about before--"and since film
from New Jersey has to be processed before 5 p.m.

to make that evening's news, only morning events

<
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have any chance of getting coverage."

Do you find anything wrong with that
statement?

MR. MacQUEEN: Well, I will agree it
probably takes in the neighborhood of three hours.
I think that with some of the technical improvements
and I am going to refer to specifically the ability
with the so-called minicamera, to shoot line-of-
sight, microwave back, is one of the answers that,
and this is going to grow, there is no question
about it, the use of the minicams, that will very
much not cause that problem, and since we are such
a large area, that same problem under present film
crew processing, the same problem is occurring for
us 1in our entire area.

SEN. SKEVIN: I have no further questions.

Senator Maressa?

SEN. MARESSA: How long have these
minicams been available? Is this something that is
Just developed technologically?

MR. MacQUEEN: Well, they really came
into being--I will be approximate, I would say
about three years ago, and the acquiring of them
and the training and so forth has taken time. We

are right now not capable of microwaving back, and
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we do have a minicamera in operation and ability to
tape, we will be in the microwave capacity within
the next month,.

SEN. MARESSA: Wht does that require
additional that you don't have?

MR. MacQUEEN: That requires simply the
delivery of the equipment, specifically what they
call the microwave dish, and certain other equipment
that would be mounted on our transmitter so that we
can then line-of-sight and put a signal to the dish,
which can then be transmitted into our studio.

SEN, MARESSA: And you would have a
transmitter where?

MR. MacQUEEN: Our transmitter presently
is in the Empire State Building.

SEN. MARESSA: You would envision having
perhaps a transmitter in New Brunswick?

MR; MacQUEEN: No, I am saying the final
capacity of the minicam, minicamera, needs that
installation of equipment, and it's simply been a
process of delivery time, we are waiting for
delivery of the equipment.

SEN. MARESSA: I see. You could take
something live and then bounce it off the antenna?

MR. MacQUEEN: That's correct.
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SEN. MARESSA: Or tape something and then
transmit it later?

MR. MacQUEEN: Or the ability to put the
picture into our area, and if it happens to be, say,
like three o'clock in the afternoon, we could tape
it and then present it on the news. The dish is
giving us the capabilities of covering a news event
while you =2re on the air, which takes it out of this
pre and post five o'clock problem or morning.

SEN. MARESSA: I see. Thank you.

SEN., SKEVIN: Thank you, Senator Maressa.

Robert L. Hosking, Vice President and
General Manager, WCAU-TV,

Mr. Hosking will be the last witness for
the morning session. We will adjourn for lunch and
reconvene at two o'clock.

MR. HOSKING: Mr. Chairman, Senator
Maressa, I have a brief opening statement, if I may.
My name 1s Robert L. Hosking. I am Vice President-
General Manager of WCAU-TV, Philadelphia, licensed
to CBS Inc. to operate on Channel 10, Philadelphia.

A few mohths ago the New Jersey Coalition
for Fair Broadcasting asked that we provide them
with information concerning WCAU-TV's service to New

Jersey viewers. Responding to such inquiries is
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difficult because we find it impossible to identify
which of our news and informational broadcasts are
not of service to New Jersey residents. For example
our news stories and discussions concerning events
and issues relating to the Philadelphia metropolitan
area, the Delaware Valley, or which are national or
international in scope not of service and interest
to our New Jersey viewers? We believe they are.

Desplte misgivings about the issue of
what constitutes service to New Jersey, we replied
to the New Jersey Coalition, and I would like to
provide a copy of our January 28, 1975 response for
the record of this proceeding. I believe you have
copies of that.

Among other things, that letter gives
illustrations of stories originating from a great
many communities covering a wide range of subjects.
As the letter points out, our resources committed
to New Jersey news and issues, and they include the
maintenance of an office in Cherry Hill, New Jersey,
and the assignment of a full time reporter who is
a Jersey resident. Our New Jersey reporter is
assigned a film crew each day. Additional reporters
and film crews are frequently assigned as required

by the flow of news.

o~
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In addition, WCAU-TV maintains a full time
correspondent in Washington. His name is Dan Cryor,
and his major responsibility is to cover the
activities of the congressional delegations
representing the Delaware Valley in the nation's
capitol. A significant portion of his time is spent
covering the activitdies- of New Jersey's
representatives and United States senators.

The New Jersey Coalition says its 1973
monitoring of the early evening news broadcasts
shows 13 per cent of the time devoted to news on
Philadelphia stations is about New Jersey people and
events. It says this 1is low. Without commenting on
how they arrived at this figure, 13 per cent of a
whole universe of 1973 news about Vietnam, the
Middle East, the worHd economy, national and regionai

developments, and entertainment reviews is a large
figure and demonstrates significant attention to,

rather than inattention to, New Jersey people and

events.

A recent spot check of our early evening
news broadcast indicated the number of stories
concerning New Jersey ranged from day to day from
one to eleven. This clearly demonstrates that news

coverage does not lend itself to percentage analysis|
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In any event, the overall effort of
WCAU is to provide programming which 1s responsive
to the problems, needs, and interests not only of
the City of Philadelphia, but the other areas we
serve. In spite of the increasingly frequent
demands of groups with particular interests to
secure a certain percentage of coverage directed to
them, our news and programming judgments cannot be
predicted on any type of quota system, whether it
be based on sex, race, ethnic background, religious
preference, political persuasion, or our viewers'
place of residence. Indeed, 1t is our view that
were we to accede to such demands, were we to
establish some type of quota system, instead of
serving the many, WCAU-TV would be communicating
separately with targeted segments of the community
i1t serves, on a quota basis.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, let me say
that New Jersey 1is not just another state to
WCAU-TV., It is an integral and important part of
our coverage area. It is also home to many of our
employees and was, by the way, my home for 42 years
before my recent move to Pennsylvania, and no, sir,
I was not a constituent of yours, although I was

from Camden County.
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Thank you.

I will be happy to entertain any questions

SEN. SKEVIN: Senator Maressa?

SEN. MARESSA: Who is the NMNw Jersey
reporter in Cherry Hill?

MR. HOSKING: Currently it's Terry Ruggles

SEN. MARESSA: Were you with us this
morning, Mr. Hosking, when the other people were
testifying?

MR. HOSKING: I have been here since the
beginning of the proceedings, yes.

SEN. MARESSA: You have heard what Mr.
Kurlinski from Rutgers indicated, his ideas
concerning New Jersey news gathering sources and so
forth. What would be your answer to those questions
fhat I asked the other people?

MR. HOSKING: Well, I would like you to
review them one at a time for me. However, prior
to dolng that, let me make one statement, that there
seems to be implicit upon what you say that were we
to, through whatever device, have more New Jersey
news, there would indeed be more New Jersey news.
We have a quart of water, you could say, which is
a newscast. If we add another pint, we have to take

a pint out, and quite frankly, we are hard pressed
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fo determine who we do not serve as well in order
to serve somebody else better. It is not an easy
problem.

SEN. MARESSA: I think that, and as T
indicated, whatever you do, if there is 1in fact a
lack of New Jersey coverage, 1it's my opinion it's
not deliberate. |

But someone testified earlier today that
if you were a hyphenated station, you had a hyphenats
station, then you would be obliged by FCC regulations
fto cover news in your station area or city or
whatever. If your station were, for example,
Philadelphia-Atlantic City, then it would not be
unconstitutional or an invasion of the constitutionall
guarantees of the freedom of the press, or whatever,
if you in fact spent more time on South Jersey or
Atlantic City, because that's where you are licensed.

Now, we believe that New Jersey lacks
identity. We believe that you are doing a good job,
but you are not doing as much as you could be doing
for New Jersey necessarily, the cup will runneth
over 1f you've got more than you can put in it in a
given amount of time. But maybe we want a little
more Atlantic City and a little bit less Doylestown

or something like that.

d
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MR. EOSKING: Let's explore that one, sir,
if we may. First of all, the lack of identity
predates that of television. Ben Franklin commented
on it 200 years ago. If we were indeed to have a
hyphenated station, I am not sure exactly what that
means,‘if Atlantic City with a population of 47,000,
our coverage still consists of almost eight million
people in portions of three states. Our news
Judgments are predicated on the flow of news on any
given date. To dream that we would have a quota for
Atlantic City as part of a hyphenation setup
disturbs me greatly, because if news were not from
Atlantic City that day in the priority in which it
would be normally put on the air, I would hope it
would not be put on the air. In other words, we are
not serving the City of Philadelphia, we are serving
the portions of three states.

SEN. SKEVIN: We can talk about adequacy,
not the quality. We have agreed with your premise
in terms of what is news is a decision of the
people that are involved as editors and the reporters
involved, but we are talking about adequacy.

Now, do you have someone in this particulay
area outside of your one New Jersey reporter?

MR. HOSKING: Yes, sir. As a matter of
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fact, we frequently do--I cannot speak on facts
today because I haven't talked to the news editor,
but there is a crew here from WCAU-TV, T notice the
reporter is not our New Jersey reporter, he 1is a
general assignment reporter. I would guess, and
again I didn't stop at the station prior to coming
out, that Terry Ruggles and the crew were somewhere
else in the state.

There are many, many occasions when we havs
multiple coverage by crews, by reporters in the
State of New Jersey. Again that's predicated on the
flow of news on any given day.

SEN. MARESSA: Mr. Hosking, what you are
saying then 1is that at no time do you make a
declision, or whoever in your station makes the
decision, based upon economics, the business of
what it is going to cost me to send a crew to
Vineland, what is it going to cost me to send a
crew to Atlantic City. Are you saying that that
never comes into any kind of bearing in arriving at
a decision?

MR. HOSKING: I can't say it never does,
sir. The economics does not on a given day. For
example, last winter when about half of our staff

had the flu, concelvably, particularly if the story
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were marginal anyway, but that's a very rare
exception, that's not a case, and this statement
made earlier about--well, that was a New York
statement that three hours and film development.

I would comment for a moment, if I may,
on electronic journalism because CBS-TV was the
pioneer in this regard. WCAU-TV for the past two
years has had a completely equipped mobile unit with
a minicam. We have two receiver points and on any
line-of-sight situation we can transmit back to the
station. We are frequently live on the six o'clock
or seven o'clock or eleven o'clock news, or it can
be taped. We look forward to the day when we will
be all electronic and have many mobile units in the
field on any given day. We expect to have a second
one this summer.

SEN. MARESSA: It was my thought if you
had a station in Hammonton or somewhere that's
central South Jersey with a studio and a film crew,
it would be a lot easier.

MR. HOSKING: Let's explore that for a
moment, because I don't agree with your premise.

The only advantage I can see to doing that is, true,
for people in Hammonton or Vineland or wherever this

facility would be set up, it would be more convenien]

L
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for them were they to ask to be 1live on the news,
or were they to be on a community affairs program,
but 1t would only be convenient for those people
in that given area.

As Mayor Bradway said this morning, the
program he was on, and whatever station, he appeared
with people from other geographic areas, had there
been one 1in Atlantic City, true, it would have been
more convenient for him, it may have been less
convenient for others.

I would submit we have not lost new
stories nor have we done community affairs programs
because of people's inability to come to our station|
It is a lot easier for representatives from the New
Jersey Legislature to come from Trenton one hour
than 1t 1s Harrisburg at two and a half hours, and
as a matter of fact, we maintain such a flexible
schedule of taping that if someone can't come one
time, they normally can at another. It is not a
problem, and with all due respect, I would rather
have mobile units, which is the direction we are
going, than to a fixed facility in a given place.

SEN. MARESSA: I understand what you are
saying. I don't agree with you, sir, I still think

we should have a station in New Jersey, or at least
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maybe two stations.

What about the 1dea of taking over the
public channels, 52, 23?

MR. HOSKING: Who take it over?

SEN. MARESSA: Having New Jersey, have
one of the New York VHF channels or the Philadelphia
VHF channels assigned to New Jersey and convert 23
and 52 into a commercial station?

MR. HOSKING: Well, I can't comment on
that. The only comment I would make 1is if people
want to find something, they seem to have the
ability to do so, and perhaps I don't mean to infer
or imply for a moment the VHF doesn't have certain
problems. However, 1t's interesting to note during
the Flyers playoff games last year, which were
carried on UHF in Philadelphia, they received a
22 rating within the area from time to time. That's
considered to be a hit or a success in any prime
time program, 33 per cent of all the sets tuned in.
SO0 that would seem to me that if UHF did indeed
provide a service viewers wanted, they would seek
it out and find it.

SEN. MARESSA: Of course you appreciate
the fact that public television will not permit any

commerciaglism at all and any sponsorship?
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MR. HOSKING: I can't believe that people
are tuning in to watch our commercials, Senator.

SEN. MARESSA: Well, you still have a lot
more money to spend than the State of New Jersey to
program its public educational channel.

MR. HOSKING: We put a great deal of
money into our news gathering, that's correct.

SEN. MARESSA: Certainly. I have no
further questions.

SEN. SKEVIN: Mr. Hosking, you mentioned
the full time reporter who is a New Jersey resident.
Can you‘tell me when he was assigned?

MR. HOSKING: Yes. He was assigned last
summer., We had a change there, John Anton had been
our New Jersey reporter. Our New Jersey office 1in
Cherry Hill dates back to 1969. John is now the
producer of our weekend news broadcast, meaning he
is the person in charge for all intents and
purposes on the weekend, it's virtually the news
director.

SEN. SKEVIN: We had a statement of the
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce which I will read

briefly, Mr. Hosking, which I would like you to

comment on. The bar graph indicates that as follows),

the fact we lack a full time commercial television
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presence in New Jersey means additionally that the
economy and the culture of the State of New Jersey
are not being adequately interpreted by the
television industry to the rest of the nation. We
are not unrepresented by and large of the television
sets of the nation, which we would consider to be
negative or unfavorable news. Would you comment on
that statement?

MR. HOSKING: Well, there are severél
aspects to it. As far as the negative or unfavorabld
news, that perhaps would be in the eyes of the
beholder or perhaps the definition of news on a
given day.

I did read some of the material that was
available from your hearings up in Hackensack, and
the comments of nothing covered but crime and
crumbs is totally erroneous, with all due respects.

I spoke to Terry Ruggles the end of 1last
week and asked him the question of approximately how
much of your coverage--now, please keep in mind his
coverage 1s only a portion of our total coverage,
as are our camera crews only a portion of our total
crews, how much of your coverage i1s devoted to

crime, and he says between five and ten per cent.

His largest single category has been and appears to
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continue to be the economy in one aspect or another,
whether it be unemployment or taxes or whatever.

SEN. SKEVIN: Did you watch the TV news
of our hearing in North Jersey, Mr. Hosking?

MR. HOSKING: No, I did not watch it.

SEN. SKEVIN: If I may ask you the same
question I asked I believe 1t was Mr. MacQueen, if
the TV coverage of our North Jersey hearing showed
only the statistics favorable to the TV industry,
would you say that would be in compliance with the
fairness doctrine of the Supreme Court?

MR, HOSKING: Senator, I can't comment on
this because I haven't seen it. I would only
comment at the beginning you stated that you would
not get yourself involved in content, but you were
concerned about quantity of coverage. It would
appear to me this is a direct quality or content
or news presentation question. One, I did not see
it, and two, I do not want to respond.

SEN. SKEVIN: If you take my word for it
only statistics favorable to the TV industry were
presented on the TV news of our North Jersey hearing
would you consider that falr, taking it from that
standpoint?

MR. HOSKING: If you are telling me only

[]
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one side of a story was presented on a particular
coverage, is that good, I would have to say I don't
think 1t 1is.

SEN. SKEVIN: Was it adequate?

MR. HOSKING: In this case I will not
comment.

In general, if one side was covered, T
would consider the reporter to be totally derelict,
and quite frankly, eligible for dismissal.

SEN. SKEVIN: How about the people who
edited the TV?

MR. HOSKING: I would hold them equally
responsible.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you, Mr. Hosking.

SEN. MARESSA: One question, Mr. Hosking.
If your station were hyphenated, and I am asking
this as a layman, I really don't know the answer,
and you were to become, say, for example,
Philadelphia-Cherry Hill, aside from the cost of
maintaining a crew and a studio in Cherry Hill,
would this have an adverse effect on your marketing
problems?

MR. HOSKING: On our marketing problems?

SEN. MARESSA: Well, you know, your

selling of time, or however you describe it.
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MR. HOSKING: I don't think the impact
would be noticeable in our market, advertisers are
buying viewers, Jjust like they are buying circulatio
with a newspaper, whatever we called it, would be
irrelevant.

SEN. MARESSA: So that it would not have
an adverse effect.

There seems to be a general concensus of
North Jersey and South Jersey that you people are
resisting hyphenation.

MR. HOSKING: Well, I can see no benefit
to the viewers, Senator, with all due respect. I
don't understand how the viewer will gain through
this.

SEN. MARESSA: New Jersey will gain by an
identification, if nothing else, the name of a New
Jersey city. We go way back to Ben Franklin, we
have had the problem that nobody knows where New
Jersey 1is., When I was in the service they asked
me where I was from, I said right outside of
Philadelphia.

MR. HOSKING: Senator, with all due
respect, I was quite afraid to say I was from
Ramsey, New Jersey.

SEN. MARESSA: Well, you know the problem.
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MR. HOSKING: I 1lived with it for 42 years|
but 1t didn't bother me in that respect.

There 1s no question about the fact that
the state has a split personality. The upper half
is impacted by the largest city in our country, and
the southern half is impacted by the fourth largest
city in the country.

SEN. MARESSA: And we are trying to do
something about it.

MR. HOSKING: I appreciate your efforts
and we aren't trying to fight against it, I appreciat
there 1s quite a difference between the two aspects
of the state, as you well know.

It's interesting the top ten cities of
our service area have a population that 1s about one
quarter of the City of Philadelphia. The
population in South Jersey is pretty much spread
all over the place.

SEN. MARESSA: I understand. But in any
event, 1if the FCC were to decide that Channel 10,
WCAU-TV, was to become hyphenated, this would not
bother you?

MR. HOSKING: I can't comment on it,
Senator, because I don't know what it means. TIf it

means the only thing I do is say we are now
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Philadelphia-Camden, whatever---

SEN. MARESSA: O0.K. Especially if, do
you supbose, New Jersey were to subsidize your
station by putting up the studio?

MR. HOSKING: Any subsidy by a government
facility to assist us in our news gathering is
something I consider to be deplorable.

SEN. MARESSA: Not news gathering.

MR. HOSKING: Well, any other efforts in
that respect.

SEN. MARESSA: News studio.

MR. HOSKING: No, I would prefer the
government not get into a subsidy of a private
enterprise system.

SEN. MARESSA: How could that be
deplorable? I don't understand. They are not
going to control you.

MR. HOSKING: I would hope not.

SEN. MARESSA: If they provide facilities,
say, for example, that all of you, 3, 6, and 10,
or even the UHF channels would have access to.

MR. HOSKING: Sir, let's explore that
for a moment, such a thing is put up at a different
place, now, what we are really saying, when we want

to do something, you want to do a community affairs
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program, i1f we would at that point move a large
herd of people over to this facility to put on this
program, that where it may be convenient for one
person or more convenient for them than for a studio,
talking about diffusing our efforts, and if you
carry it all the way through of putting up multiple
places all over the place, news Journalism is a
highly centralized operation. For example, we want
our reporters back at the end of the day because we
frequently want to put them on the news live in
addition to their film report to provide additional
prospective to the story, whether it be through a
Q@ and A or comments or whatever. To diffuse our
efforts by setting up regional broadcast facilities
i1s in my opinion no way to better serve the people.
That whole staff would have to move over to tape
that one half hour show someplace, whatever it is
they are going to do with, whereas I could have
produced three programs of equal merit right in our
own studios.

SEN. MARESSA: Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: Thank you, Mr. Hosking.

MR. HOSKING: Thank you.

SEN. SKEVIN: We will now adjourn until

two o'clock,
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(A lunch recess is taken.)

SEN. SKEVIN: I would like to reconvene
after lunch with our first witness, Herbert Hobler,
President of Nassau Broadcasting Corporation.

MR. HOBLER: My nrname is Herbert W. Hobler
and I am President of the Nassau Broadcasting
Company in Princeton. We own and operate WHWH-AM
in Princeton, the number one listened to station in
Mercer County of all 90 stations that can be heard
in the market, and WPST-FM Trenton, New Jersey's
most powerful station and the only New Jersey
statlon that covers the entire state. We are also
the 90 per cent owners of a cable TVsystem in Ocean
County, which is growing as fast as state
restrictions permit.

I have two other qualifying statements to
make. I am a pioneer in television, starting as
one of the first five network TV salesmen at NBC-TV
in 1949, and subsequently I was 1n sales at CBS-TV
network. Later I supervised production of some
4000 TV commercials and hundreds of TV shows at
Videotape Productions of New York. More than half
of my background of almost 30 years i1s in the
television industry.

Second, because our stations have been
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speaking out publicly on the radio about the federal
government's restrictions on the electronic press,
I was honored as the nation's number one radio
broadcaster of the year last month and received the
Abe Lincoln Award for our frank criticism of the
Federal Communications Commission and congressional
impositions of the fairness doctrine, the equal time
law, the restrictions on cigarette advertising, the
denial of the right of broadcasters to accept
advertising for the armed forces, and for other
critical injustices to the American public through
restrictions on their principal sources of
information in this country, which is radio and TV.

I am pleased, by the way, that the Abe
Lincoln Award was personally handed to me by
Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission
Richard Wiley at the Ft. Worth, Texas banquet. He
was most gratified that, unlike most broadcasters,
I felt strongly enough to speak out on behalf of
the American public and broadcasters on these
issues of broadcast freedoms.

This award 1s most relevant to today's
hearings, for we gained national attention by
challenging the fairness doctrine and the equal

time law by demonstrating its unfairness and
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impracticality during the New Jersey gubernatorial
campaign 18 months ago. While we provided regular
free time to all twelve legally qualified candidates,
we never were able to be journalistically responsible
to the two candidates that 99.5 per cent of the New
Jersey citizens voted for.

Governor Byrne and Congressman Sandman
additionally received special public criticism by
cur stations and others in the state who could not
comprehend their special attention to New York and
Philadelphia TV stations with little or no attention
to the principal sources of news communication in
this state, the 53 commercial radio stations. Since
I am not here merely to outline the position of
radio stations in this state, I will leave the
subject temporarily.

Let me say first that while I am somewhat
sympathetic to the cause of the New Jersey Coalition
for Fair Broadcasting, I also consider the movement
principally one of a political nature. I know a
few people who are starved for news of New Jersey
and I find the pressures being applied by this
group and by the governor dlametrically in conflict
with the rights of a free electronic press. To put

my position in perspective, I would like to play for

i
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you an editorial which started today over the air
on WHWH Princeton and WPST Trenton.

(Taped editorial follows.)

"This 1s Herbert W. Hobler, President of
the Nassau Broadcasting Company, speaking on the
subject of the governor of the State of New Jersey
injecting himself to the press freedoms of New York
and Philadelphia TV stations.

"For several years a group known as the
New Jersey Coalition for Fair Broadcasting has been
negotiating with, pressuring, and now threatening
the TV stations in New York and Philadelphia for not
carrying as much news as they w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>