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 ASSEMBLYWOMAN CLEOPATRA G. TUCKER (Chair): 

 We’re going to call this hearing to order. 

 First, we’re going to have the pledge. (all recite the Pledge of Allegiance) 

 While we are still standing, I want to ask for a minute of silence due to 

the--  Today, we all know that at the Pensacola, Florida -- that there was a 

shooting there at one of our Naval bases.  And last week (sic), there was also 

an incident at Pearl Harbor. 

 So we need to have a minute of silence for the victims and their 

families. (moment of silence observed) 

 Thank you. 

 Okay, can we get started, please? 

 MS. MURPHY (Committee Aide):  I’ll take a roll call.

 Assemblywoman Gove is not here. 

 Assemblyman Dancer could not make it. 

 Assemblyman Milam is not here. 

 Assemblyman Conaway. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN CONAWAY:  Here. 

 MS. MURPHY:  Vice Chair Danielsen. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN JOE DANIELSEN (Vice Chair):  Here. 

 MS. MURPHY:  Chairwoman Tucker. 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN TUCKER:  Here. 

 MS. MURPHY:  ACR-57:  If approved by the voters of the state, this 

proposed constitutional amendment would make honorably discharged 

military veterans, who did not serve during time of war or other emergency, 
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eligible for the $250 property tax deduction and the property tax deduction 

granted by law to veterans with a service-connected disability. 

 Currently, these property tax benefits are given only to honorably 

discharged military veterans who served during time of war or other 

emergency. 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN TUCKER:  Norm Glover, Military Order of the 

Purple Heart. 

S E R G E A N T   N O R M   G L O V E R:  Thank you, Madam Chair; 

Committee. 

 I represent the Military Order of the Purple Heart.   

 We are in favor of the Bill. 

 Without going into a lengthy reason why, one of the examples that I’ll 

give you is that I have a family member, now deceased, 12 years Special 

Forces.  And by New Jersey standard, he’s not a veteran. 

 And this Bill will help in the efforts to recognize people who have 

served honorably as veterans. 

 And I don’t have anything else to say.  It was quick, right? 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN TUCKER:  Okay, thank you. 

 SERGEANT GLOVER:  All right; thank you. 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN TUCKER:  We’re going to just open it up  -- I’ll 

just open it up to anyone else who would like to come up and make a 

statement or a comment in reference to this Resolution. (no response) 

 No? 

 Well, what about anybody here (indicates)? 
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 ASSEMBLYMAN CONAWAY:  Well, I would say -- I thank the 

Chairwoman for bringing forth this Resolution on the constitutional 

amendment. 

 I’ve been involved with veteran service organizations for the many 

years of my career.  I know that this is something that many veterans have 

wanted for some time, and I am hopeful that it will make its way through the 

process and be presented to the voters. 

 I believe when it reaches the voters they will view it favorably, and we 

will recognize, as mentioned, the service and the sacrifices of veterans who 

have served their country honorably, even though they were not serving at a 

time of conflict.  

 So thank you for bringing this forward.  I appreciate your leadership 

on this and, hopefully, the State of New Jersey will appreciate the same and 

will pay the honor that’s due. 

 ASSEMBLYMAN DANIELSEN:  Thank you, Chairwoman.  

 It’s an honor to sit on the Committee today and give consideration to 

this Bill.  

 I think this is long overdue, and probably still falls short in what I 

believe we should be doing for our veterans. 

 In the history of our country, I don’t think we have done enough for 

our veterans.  As a veteran myself, I speak for my three brothers, my father, 

his brother, my only uncle, my grandfather and his brother, my two nieces 

and nephews on one side, two nieces and nephews on the other -- all of us 

have a 115-year history of being Army veterans. (applause) 

 Thank you. 
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 And I can say, from my personal observations, we are just simply not 

doing enough for veterans.  It’s irrelevant, sometimes, if they saw combat or 

not.  The cost that veterans go through to serve, to stay ready, and to perform 

has a cost that you can’t always see.  A gesture like this is very appropriate.  I 

wish we could do more. 

 Thank you, Chairwoman. 

 ASSEMBLYWOMAN TUCKER:  Thank you for your comments. 

 I introduced this some time ago, and have been trying to do more every 

year.  This has been introduced for the past eight years and, hopefully, we 

can get this passed and go to the voters. 

 My comments today are very strong because, the last two incidents 

happened in the last week.  It just goes to say you don’t have to be on the 

front line or boots on the ground.  You can get injured or killed right here in 

the United States.  And for them not to be considered as veterans, based on 

the time they served or an emergency -- it was an emergency this morning; it 

was an emergency last week.   

 And so when do we start--  Everything should be classified the same, 

and it’s just the same for me, you know, just to hear these things that are 

happening right here every day.  And they didn’t get drafted to do this service; 

a lot of these men and women volunteered to serve our country, to protect 

us. 

 So I really hope that we can move it forward and it can get on the 

ballot, so we can serve them the way we should serve them, and just not still 

give lip service to them, you know?  Because we can do a lot of lip service, 

but not a lot of action. 
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 So I am very glad that I got this far with it, because it’s been a long 

time just to get it to this point.  So I’m hopeful that we can continue, and we 

can get it on the ballot. 

  And thank you for coming down here on a Friday, on late notice. 

(laughter)  I really appreciate you all coming, and thank you again. 

  And I’m very hopeful that we can do something to make our veterans 

here in the State of New Jersey proud of us.  And just -- we don’t want to be 

the last one to do everything; we want to be on top of certain things, and I 

think this is one of the most important things that we can be on top of. 

 Thank you for coming. 

 The meeting is adjourned. 

  

(MEETING CONCLUDED) 

 

 

 

 

 


