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Governor Phil Murphy

Statement by Governor Murphy and New
Jersey State Police Superintendent Colonel
Patrick Callahan on the Reported Passing of
Convicted Murderer Joanne Chesimard

“Earlier this morning, we spoke with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who informed us that the government of
Cuba has announced the death of U.S. fugitive Joanne Chesimard, who viciously murdered New Jersey State Trooper
and Vietnam War veteran Werner Foerster.

“For years, we have worked with the State Department to bring Chesimard back to New Jersey, so she could face
justice for the cold-blooded murder of an American hero. Sadly, it appears she has passed without being held fully
accountable for her heinous crimes.

“We mourn Trooper Foerster’s loss every day, and we extend our deepest sympathies to his widow, Rosie, their son,
Eric, and the entire New Jersey State Police family.

“Unlike his killer, Trooper Foerster never had a chance to live out his days in peace. But we remain fully committed to
honoring his memory and sacrifice. We will vigorously oppose any attempt to repatriate Chesimard’s remains to the
United States.”
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