Boscov’s Department Store manager, Lil-
lian Acosta watches as Herman Cohen,
a resident Veterans Memorial Home at
Vineland, N.J., opens up his gift during
Boscov’s — Second Wind Dreams Christ-
mas Celebration Dec. 17, 2014. (DMAVA
photo by Mark C. Olsen/Released)
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and residents celebrate Christmas

Above: More than 120 residents
of the Veterans Memorial Home
. at Vineland, N.J., received pres-
> ents during the Boscov’s — Sec-
ond Wind Dreams Christmas Cel-
Q_ebration Dec. 17, 2014. This is the
=== fourth year that Boscov’s Depart-
d, ment Store in Vineland has set up
a Christmas tree with ornaments
7)) for each of the Home’s residents
listing what present they wanted.
Customers and store employees
pick an ornament and purchase
the item. By the third week of De-
Y= cember, all the gifts are brought
over to the home and distributed
to the residents. The residents
"O who were unable to make it to the
€ auditorium had their presents de-
=mm Jjvered to their rooms. Right: Jen-
nifer Jobes, right, therapy aide,
hands Frank Ferrillo his present.

Ine

| Far left: Santa Claus poses
for a photo with Veterans
Memorial Home at Vineland
resident William Nixon dur-
ing the celebration. Left:
Kim Morales, left, therapy
aide, and Wendy Mihaly,
senior therapy program
assistant, sort out present
for distribution to the resi-
dents after the Boscov’s
— Second Wind Dreams
Christmas Celebration
Dec. 17, 2014. (DMAVA
photos by Mark C. Olsen/
Released)




WREATHS COMPLETE THEIR JOURNEY

By Mark C. Olsen, DMAVA Public Affairs

TWIN PINE SQUADRON CADET ANDREW PIROUE STOOD AT ATTENTION AND CLUTCHED THE WREATH

in both hands, mirroring the stance of Civil
Air Patrol cadets poised above graves
across Brigadier General William C. Doyle
Veterans Memorial Cemetery for the annu-
al Wreaths Across America ceremony.

This scene was repeated across the
country in synchronization with the main
event at Arlington National Cemetery, Va.,
where nearly 50,000 volunteers placed
230,000 wreaths on headstones of each
veteran buried at the 150-year old national
military cemetery.

At Wrightstown, nearly 50 cadets
laid 400 wreaths honoring fallen Soldiers,
Marines, Sailors and Airmen. Wreaths —
700,000 of them — were placed at more
than 1,000 locations in the United States
and at some of the American military cem-
eteries overseas. Members of New Jersey’s
Mission of Honor also laid wreaths at the
Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veter-
ans Memorial Cemetery.

The program began in 1992 when
Maine businessman, Morrill Worcester,
brought 5,000 wreaths to Arlington. WAA
became a non-prof't organization in 2007,
co-founded by Morrill and Karen Worces-
ter. The WAA’s mission: “Remember.
Honor. Teach” seeks to educate Americans
about the sacrif ces made by veterans. The
following year, Congress designated Dec.
13 as “Wreaths Across America Day.”

The annual trek from Harrington,
Maine to Arlington began Dec. 7. The con-
voy of trucks carrying the wreaths, along
with buses, cars and motorcycles stopped
in Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey,
Delaware and Maryland.

On Dec. 8, nationwide, ceremonies
took place at each state house to heighten
awareness of the WAA’s mission. Lt. Gov.
Kim Guadagno and Brig. Gen. Michael L.
Cunniff, the Adjutant General of New Jer-
sey, addressed an audience in the New Jer-
sey State House Rotunda of veteran orga-
nization leaders and New Jersey National
Guard Soldiers and Airmen at a dedication
ceremony for a wreath presented by WAA.

“As we gather with our families dur-
ing the holiday season, we remember all
those families that will miss loved ones
who have given their lives in the service
of our nation or who are actively serving
away from home,” said Guadagno. “Today
we show our support for our veterans, ser-

Twin Pine Squadron cadet Andrew Piroue pre-
pares to place a wreath on a veteran’s grave dur-
ing the Wreaths Across America ceremony at the
Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veterans Me-
morial Cemetery, Wrightstown, N.J., Dec. 13, 2014.
(DMAVA photos by Kryn P. Westhoven/Released)

vice members and their families who have
given so much in support of our freedom.”
“Throughout our nation's history, the

brave men and women of our armed forc-
es have honorably and faithfully served to
protect the freedoms we enjoy as Ameri-
cans,” said Cunniff. “Today's wreath lay-
ing ensures that our past veterans and
those who made the ultimate sacrif ce are
never forgotten.”

Two days later, a ceremony was held
in the Registry Room, also called the Great
Hall, at Ellis Island, Jersey City.

The audience, made up of New Jer-
sey National Guard Soldiers and Air-
men mixed with WAA convoy mem-
bers, listened as New Jersey resident
and WAA board member Edith Nowels
spoke about her brother, World War II
Medal of Honor recipient Cpl. Horace
M. Thorne. Thorne was killed four days
before Christmas in 1944.

Shortly after that, the convoy stopped
for a remembrance ceremony at the New Jer-
sey Vietnam Veterans' Memorial in Holmdel.

The procession arrived at Arlington on
Dec. 13, where Morrill Worcester, placed
the two-millionth wreath on the grave of
the frst Soldier buried at the Cemetery,
67th Pennsylvania infantryman Pvt. Wil-
liam Christman.

In New Jersey, a young Civil Air Pa-
trol cadet was also laying a wreath on a
grave at the Brigadier General William C.
Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery.




108™ WRAPS UP YEAR

Above: Airmen from the 108th Wing joined more than
3,000 service members and Department of Defense ci-
vilians to listen to their Commander-in Chief, President
Barack Obama, at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst,
N.J., Dec. 15, 2014. The president visited the joint base
to express his gratitude to service members and DOD ci-
vilians for serving their country and wish them and their
families a happy holiday. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff

Sgt. Scott Saldukas/Released) Photo below: Col. Rob-
ert A. Meyer Jr, 108th Wing Commander, addresses the
Citizen-Airmen of the New Jersey Air National Guard unit
located at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., dur-
ing a Commander’s Call Dec. 14, 2014. (U.S. Air National
Guard photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)
(This images was created using the iPhone 6+ panorama
application)




EMPLOYER SUPPORT OF
THE GUARD AND RESERVE
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NOMINATE YOUR
OUTSTANDING EMPLOYER
NOW

for the Nation'’s highest honor for exceptional support
of Guard and Reserve Employees

SECRETARY OF

EMPLOYER

National Guard

and Reserve Members: Nomination Season Runs

Has your employer gone above November 3 - January 19, 2015

and beyond the call of duty to at www.freedomaward.mil
support your military service?

ESGR, a Depariment of Defense office established in 1972, develops and promotes employer support for
Guard and Reserve service by advocating relevant initiatives, recognizing outstanding support, increasing
¥/ awareness of applicable laws and resolving conflict beiween employers and service members,




Brigadier General Steven Ferrari, Director Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home
609-530-6967 Joseph Brandspiegel, CEO

Donna Myers, Sec Jennifer Pajak, Sec

609-530-6766 132 Evergreen Road, PO Box 3013
Ermnie Razzano, Health Professions Recruiter Edison, NJ 08818-3013
609-530-6767 732-452-4102 Fax: 732-603-3016
Virginia Fiess, QA Coordinator

609-530-6979

Vacant, Admin Analyst

609-530-6840

Fax: 608-530-6970

Paramus Veterans Memorial Home
Dianne Tabron-Felder, CEQ

Diane Callaghan, Sec

1 Veterans Drive

Paramus, NJ 07652

201-634-8525 Fax: 201-967-8658

Albert J. Bucchi, Director Brigadier General William C. Doyle Vet M

609-530-6962 Iven Dumeas, State Supt — 609-738-2424
Cheryl A. Henderson, Sec Genia DiBella, Sec - 609-738-2404
609-530-6975 Cyndi Dzwrisin, Interment Office Supervisor, — 609-738-2407

Dennis Macomber, Honor Guard, — 603-758-7505
350 Provinceline Road, Wrightstown, NJ 08562

Fax: 608-530-7075

T TE——y M o
1 Memorial Lane, PO Box 648, Holmdel, NJ 07733
732-335-0033 Fax: 732-335-1107

Korean Memorial

Boardwalk/Brighton Park, Alantic City, NJ 08401

Veterans Haven South

Walter Nall, Supt - 609-561-4948
Vacant, Asst, Supt— 609-567-3715
301 Spring Garden Road, PO Box 80
Winslow, NJ 08085

609-561-0269 Fax: 609-567-5186

Raymond L. Zawacki, Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs (609-530-7062)

Laura Branham, Executive Secretarial Assistant (609-530-7045)

Chuck Robbins, Assistant to DCVA/Qufreach Coordinator (609-530-6855)

Fax: 609-530-7191

Vineland Veterans Memorial Home
Boris Reissek, CEO

Sharon Davis, Sec

524 North West Boulevard

Vineland, NJ 08360-2895
856-405-4207 Fax: B56-696-6714

Veterans Haven North

Sean VanLew, Supt - 908-537-1960
Laura Blaine, Sec — B08-537-1963
200 Sanatorium Road, Suite 101
Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
908-537-1989 Fax: 908-537-1990

609-738-2400 Fax: 609-758-0169
Maintenance/CemeteriesMamarials

War World Il Memorial
W State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608

Joseph Amoyo & Kenneth Smith Supervisor, 609-738-2408 Fax: 608-758-3490

State Approving Agency-Gl Bill Programs
Charles Rowe, Bureau Chief - 608-530-6842
Marisol Meyer, Education Prog Asst - 609-530-6849
Lynn Yesalonia, State Admin — 608-530-6858

Joan Edwards, State Admin — 609-530-6948

Fau: 609-530-7196

Veterans Benefits Bureau

Palricia A. Richter, Bureau Chief - 609-530-6949
Elizabeth Schofield, Prin Staff Officer — 609-530-6954
Paul Kale, Staff Asst - 609-530-6826

Cynthia Bames, Sec — 608-530-6868

Michele Johnson, Sec — B09-530-7035

Fax; 609-530-6970

Veterans Service Offices

Chris Kulkosky, VSO Training Officer — 809-530-7050
Joseph Bucco, State Supervisor — 609-530-6830
Christopher Wambach, State Supervisor — 60%-530-6863
Joseph E. Nyzio, VS0 — 609-530-6857

VA Regional Office/Philadelphia

Vacant, VSO — 215-381-3033

_ _ 5000 Wi ickon Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144
Atlantic City/Cape May Bergen/Passaic Burlington

Edmond Famiglietti, VSO

Vacant, Sec

1008 Absecon Boulevard, Atlantic City 08401-1999 ~ (Atlantic City Armory)
609-441-3060/3061 Fax: 609-441-3899 (closed alternate Fridays)

Richard Mannes, VSO

Titus Osuagwu, Sec

125 State Street, Suite 108, Hackensack 07601-5435
201-996-8050/8051 Fax: 201-996-8009

Charles Piscopo, VSO

Bernadette Whitman, Sec

555 High Street, Suite 6A, Mt. Holly 08060
609-518-2273/2274 Fax: 609-518-2275

Camden/Gloucester

Joseph Frost, VSO

Diane Rosci, Sec

658 N Evergreen Avenue, Woodbury 08096 ~ (Woodbury Armory)
856-853-4184/4185/4186 Fax: 856-384-3781 (closed alternate Fridays)

Essex/Union

Lorena Huggins, VSO

Helen Banks, Sec

20 Washington Place, Room 431, Newark 07102-3174
973-297-3336 Fax: 973-642-0830

Hudson

Vacant, VS0

Vacant, Sec

678 Montgomery Street, 21 Floor, Jersey City 07306 ~ (Jersey City Armory)
201-536-3401 Fax: 201-536-3404 [closed alternate Fridays)

Mercer
William McDonnell, VSO
Theresa Tomecheck, Sec

Middlesex/Somerset
Joseph Battilo, VSO
Vacant, Sec

Monmouth
Robert Brown, VS0
Rita Hyland, Sec

151 Eggerts Crossing Road, Room 136, Lawrenceville 08648 ~ (Lawrenceville Armory)
609-671-6697/6696 Fax. 609-671-6698

1060 Hamilton Street, Somerset 08873 ~ (Somersef Armory)
732-937-6347/6348 Fax: 732-937-6417 (closed alternate Fridays)

630 Bangs Avenue, Suite 320, Asbury Park 07712-6904
732-775-7009/7005 Fax: 732-775-3612

Newark Liaison/VA ional Office
Robert Maulano, VSO

Michael Dorobis, Sec

20 Washington Place, Newark 07102-3174
973-297-3230 Fax: 973-648-2356

Ocean

Iris Perez, Sec

Nichelas Petrozzino, VSO

James J. Howard Outpatient Clinic
970 Route 70, Brick 08724-3550
732-840-3033/3034 Fax: 732-840-0399

Salem/Cumberland

Leigh R. Potile, VSO

Vacant, VS0

Catherine Raniolo, Sec

524 Northwest Boulevard, Vineland 08360-2835
856-405-4388/4350/4389 Fax: 856-696-6499

Sussex/Morris

William Robinson, VSO

479 West Clinton Street, Dover 07801 ~ (Dover Armory)
973-366-0245/8347 Fax: 973-366-0360

Warren/Hunterdon

*Sibley Smith, VSO/Ombudsman

Lisa Szymanski, Sec

550 A Route 57 Port Murray 07865-9482
908-669-58405845 Fax: 908-689-5879

lay) 908-284-6146

B VETE LIST - (Deteber 301

*Fl 4 Gauntt Place, Flemington, 08822 (Wed,

CASA visits JFHQ

Robert J. Maguire, right, The Civilian Aide to
the Secretary of the Army for New Jersey, vis-
ited Col. Christopher L. Perron, Army Chief of
Staff, Joint Force Headquarters New Jersey at
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Dec.
18, 2014. Each state, the District of Columbia
and the fve U.S. territories have one or more
CASAs appointed to provide a vital link be-
tween the Army and the communities for which
they serve. CASAs are usually business or civ-
ic leaders who possess an interest in the wel-
fare of the Army and their communities. CASAs
serve a two-year term without compensation.
Terms may be extended to a total of 10 years
of service, followed by possible appointment
as a CASA Senior for an 10 additional years.
The Secretary may recognize a Civilian Aide as
a CASA Emeritus after 20 years of service. To
date, more than 500 individuals have served
the Army and the nation as a CASA. (U.S. Air
National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Mark C.
Olsen/Released)




DMAVA HicHuchTs is published weekly by the Public Affairs
Off ce of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veter-
ans Affairs. The views and opinions expressed herein are
not necessarily those of the Department of Defense, the
Army, The Air Force, the National Guard, Veterans Affairs or
the State of New Jersey. Letters may be sent to: NJDMAVA,
DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Off ce, PO Box 340, Tren-
ton, NJ 08625-0340. E-mail at: pao@dmava.nj.gov
New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff — The Adjutant General
Brig. Gen. James J. Grant — Director, Joint Staff
Raymond Zawacki — Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Off cer 3 Patrick Daugherty — Public Affairs Off cer
Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen — Layout, photographer
Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley — Writer, photographer

STRONG BONDS

When: January 30 — Febsuary 1, 2015

tand Resiliency Skills

Wi s

Mt. Laurel, NJ?SO! ' l

ENTRANCE

| Hotel ML

'Water Park is included for the entire family.

o find out more on Strong Bonds, contact Sgt. John Schuwarts (609) 324-7039 or visit
ALL DEPENDENTS MU Im ruu TERED I\Jn’”d

RIDER MEN'S BASKETBALL

SAT., JAN. 24 vs. CANISIUS at 7 p.m.
ALUMNI GYM - LAWRENCEVILLE, N)
WE WANT TO SAY THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

BRING YOUR MILITARY ID TO THE TICKET WINDOW THE NIGHT OF THE GAME
AND RECEIVE TWO FREE GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS.

DMAVA VETeERANS OUTREACH CAMPAIGN

Jan. 13 & 14
DMAVA “Veterans Outreach
Campaign” Quaker Bridge
Mall (10 a.m. — 8 p.m.)
150 Quaker Bridge Mall,
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

DMAVA Medal Ceremony
Williamstown VFW POST #1616
11 a.m.
1940 North Blackhorse Pike, Williamstown, NJ
08094

DMAVA WILL HAVE A VSO PRESENT AT EACH
EVENT TO HELP AND ASSIST ANY VETERAN

HIirING our HEROES

U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOUNDATION

2015 Hiring Our Heroes
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ

A Free Hiring Fair for Veterans,
Transitioning Service Members, and Military Spouses
The Timmerman Conference Center
5441 8th Street, Fort Dix, NJ 08640
Wednesday, January 21, 2015

EMPLOYMENT WORKSHOP: 11:00 A.M.
HIRING FAIR: 10:00 A.M. — 5:00 P.M.

A Workshop for job seekers that focuses on resume writing, tips for successfully navigating hiring
fairs, military skill translation, and interviewing will start at 11:00AM.

EMPLOYERS

Must register for FREE at HiringOurHeroes. orgievents

JOB SEEKERS

Register for FREE at HidngOurHeroes org/events

Thanks to our local partners:

United States Army Reserve
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

» New Jersey Department of Labor
Veterans' Employment and Training

New Jersey Employer Support of the Service (NJ DOL VETS)

Guard and Reserve (NJ ESGR) = Suiting Warriors

New Jersey American Legion * And all of our other local partners

For registration questions, please email hiringourheroes@usch: er.com or call 202-463-5807.

HIRINGOURHEROES.ORG
Find Hiring Our Heroes online: n = | u T B

Download the free Hiring Our Heroes mobile app! Al gl
our powarful tools and resources at your fingertips. s

E-mail your Highlights submissions to: mark.olsen@dmava.nj.gov



