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Address comments asnéd quéstions to Donald S. Margeson,

Committee Aide, at (609) 292-9106.

The Assembly State Government Committee will hold two public

“hearings to receive testimony on the implementation of the New Jersey

statutes governing the conduct of elections and on proposals for
improving the administration of elections.

The first hearing will be held on Thursday, June 8, 1989, .at. 10:00
A.M. in the Bergen County Freeholders Chambers, Court Plaza South,
21 Main Street, in Hackensack. The second hearing will be held on
Monday, June 12, 1989, at 10:00 A.M. in the Camden City Council
Chambers, City Hall, 6th and Market Streets, in Camden.

The following bills, now before the Committee, exemplify the
topics dealt with by the Committee in the area of election law
administration:

A-205 Permits disabled persons to receive absentee
- Naples ballots on a continuing basis.
A-243 Eliminates evening voter registration. -
Felice
A-385 Provides that a municipal clerk shall have
Kalik until noon of the second day after a primary
election to issue certificates of election to county

committees.

(OVER)
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June 8. 1989 and June 12, 1989

A-1294
Riley/Marsella

A-2221

“Littell/Haytaian

A-2408
Bush

A-2707
Schluter

A-=2923
Crecco

A-3533
Cooper/Roma

A-3575
Schluter/Kalik

A-4165
Roberts

S-596
Rice

Eliminates requirements that a person must re-
register to vote if name is changed.

Permits voting by mail in certain munici-
palities.

Permits a person eligible to vote to regis-
ter on election day.

Expands methods by which a voter may change
from one political party to another or become a
disaffiliated voter.

Changes the date of the annual school elec-
tion to the first Tuesday in June, and adjusts the
school budget process to conform to that date.

Permits military service and civilian absen-
tee’ voters to. register and vote in all federal,
State, coufity and municipal elections by using one
federal postcard application form.

Establishes new Titvle 19A, Elections. of the
New Jersey Statutes to replace Title 19 of the
Revised Statutes.

Coordinates. holding of school elections, fire
district elections and nonpartisan municjpal

elections.

Establishes procedures for election officials
to follow to prepare voting machines.

In addition, it is expected that a bill will shortly be introduced to
change the deadline by which a voter must declare a change of
affiliation with a political party to be eligible to vote in the primary
election of the new party from the 50th day preceding the primary
election to the 29th day, the same day as the deadline by which a person
must register in order to vote in the primary election.

issued 05/26/89
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ASSEMBLY, No 205
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION
By Assemblyman NAPLES

AN ACT concerning civilian absentee ballots and amending P.L.
1953, c. 211. -

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. Section 4 of P.L. 1953, c. 211 (C. 19:57-4) is amended to
read as follows: '

4. At any time not less than seven days prior to an election in
which he desires to vote by mail, a civilian absentee voter may
apply to the person designated in section 6 of this act, for a
civilian absentee ballot. Such application or request shall be
made in writing, shall be signed by the applicant and shall state
his- or her place of Voting residence and the address to which
said ballot shall be sent, and the reason for which the ballot is
requested. J

Any military service voter desiring to vote in any election or
any relative or friend of a military service voter who believes
that such voter will desire to vote in any election, may apply to
the person designated in section 6 of this act for a rhilitary
service ballot to be sent to such voter.

Any civilian absentee voter who fails to apply within the .
seven day time prescribed above may apply in person to the
county clerk for an absentee ballot on any day up to 3 p.m. of
the day before the election.

In the event of sickness or confinement, the qualified voter
may apply in writing for and obtain an absentee ballot by
authorized messenger, who shall be so designated over the
signature of the voter and whose printed name and address shall
appear on the application in the space provided.

EXPLANATION-—<Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the Taw.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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The authorized messenger shall be a family member or a
registered voter of the county in which the application is made
and shall place his signature on the application in the space so
provided in the presence of the county clerk or his designee.
The county clerk or his designee shall authenticate the signature
of the authorized messenger, in the event such a messenger is
other than a family member, by comparing it with the signature
of the said person appearing on a State of New Jersey driver's
license, or other identification issued or recognized as official
by the federal government, the State, or any of its political
subdivisions, which identification carries the full address and
signature of said person. After the signature of the application
and, when appropriate, authentication, the county clerk or his
designee is authorized to deliver to the authorized messenger a
ballot to be delivered to the qualified voter. The Secretary of
State shall cause to be prepared a standard .authorized
messenger application form, which may be included with the
standard civilian absentee ballot application forms.

[A voter who is permanently and totally disabled, and who
states the reason for such disability in a request for an absentee
ballot, shall be furnished an application for an absentee ballot by
the county clerk for all future elections in which the voter shall
be eligible to vote, without further request on the part of the
voter.] )

Any person whose request for a civilian absentee ballot has
been approved by the county clerk by reason of the person's
permanent_and total physical disability shall be given by the

county clerk a permanent waiver for the application and a

ballot for any election in which he is qualified to vote, without

further request.
Every fourth year following the placement of a person's name

on the list of voters who have a permanent and total physical

disability, but not less than seven days before any election in

that year, the county board shall ascertain the person's

continuing eligibility to receive a civilian_absentee ballot. The

county board shall inform persons who no longer gqualify for

receipt of the ballot.
2. Section 7 of P.L. 1953, ¢. 211 (C. 19:57-7) is amended to
read as follows:
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7. The county clerk of the county, in the case of any
Statewide or countywide election; the clerk of the municipality,
in the case of any municipal election; the secretary of the
board of education, in the case of any school election; and the
commissioners or other governing or administrative body of the
district, in the case of any election to be held in any fire
district, road district, sewerage district, street lighting district,
water supply district or other special district, other than a
municipality, created for specified public purposes within one or
more municipalities, shall publish or cause to be published the
following notices in substantially the following forms:

NOTICE TO MILITARY SERVICE VOTERS
AND TO THEIR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

If you are in the military service or the spouse or dependent
of a person in military service or are a patient in a veterans’
hospital or a civilian attached to er serving with the Armed
Forces of the United States without the State of New Jersey, or
the spouse or dependent of and accompanying or residing with a
civilian attached to or serving with the Armed Forces of the
United States, and desire to vote, or if you are a relative or
friend of any such person who, you believe, will desire to vote in
the....(municipal, primary, general)....election to be held
on....(date of election)
kindly write to the undersigned at once making application for a
military service ballot to be voted in.said election to be
forwarded to you, stating your name, age, serial number if you
are in. military service, home address and the address at which
you are stationed or can be found, or if you desire the military
service ballot for a relative or friend then make an application
under oath for a military service ballot to be forwarded to him,
stating in your application that he is over the age of 18 years
and stating his name, serial number if he is in military service,

" home address and the address at which he is stationed or can be

found.

(NOTE: MILITARY SERVICE VOTER CLAIMING MILITARY
STATION AS HOME ADDRESS FOR VOTING PURPOSES MAY
NOT USE MILITARY ABSENTEE BALLOT UNLESS
REGISTERED 10 VOTE IN THE MUNICIPALITY WHERE SUCH
STATION IS LOCATED.)
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Forms of application can be obtained from the undei‘signed.
Dated. .................. (signature and title of county
clerk) ......... (address of county clerk)

NOTICE TO PERSONS DESIRING
CIVILIAN ABSENTEE BALLOTS

If you are a qualified and registered voter of the State who ex
pects to be absent outside the State on . . (date of election) or
a qualified and registered voter who will be within the State on
.. .. (date of election) ...but because of permanent and total
disability, or because of illness or temporary physical disability,
or because of the observance of a religious holiday pursuant to
the tenets of your religion, or because of resident attendance at
a school, college, or university, or because of the nature and
hours of employment, will be unable to cast your ballot at the
polling place in your district on said date, and you desire to
vote in the......... (municipal, primary, general, or
other)....... election to be held ON......eeueen (date of
election)...kindly complete the application form below and send
to the under signed, or write or apply in person to the
undersigned at once requesting that a civilian absentee ballot be
forwarded to you. Such request must state your home address,
and the address to which said ballot should be sent, and must be
signed with your signature, and state the reason why you will not
be able to vote at your usual polling place. No civilian absentee
ballot will be furnished or forwarded to any applicant unless
request therefor is received not less than seven days prior to the
election, and contains the foregoing information.

Voters who are permanently and totally disabled shall, after
their initial request and without further action on their part, be
forwarded an absentee ballot [application] by the county clerk
for all future elections in which they are elig ible to vote.
Application forms may be obtained by applying to the
undersigned either in writing or by telepﬁone, or the application
form provided below may be completed and forwarded to the
undersigned.
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Dated. . . . i e i e e e e e
. . .signature and title of county clerk).............. (address of
county clerk) .......ccovurrinnnnnn {Telephone No. of county clerk)

APPLICATION FORM FOR CIVILIAN ABSENTEE BALLOT

(Form to be prepared by the Secretary of State
pursuant to section 17 of this amendatory and
supplementary act)
Such notices shall be separately published prior to the fortieth
day immediately preceding the holding of any election.

Notices relating to any Statewide or countywide election shall
be published by the county clerk in at least two newspapers
published in the county. All other officials charged with the
duty of publishing such notices shall publish the same in at least
one newspaper published in each municipality or district in
which the election is to be held or if no newspaper be published
in said municipality, then in a newspaper published in the county
and circulating in such municipality, municipalities or district.
All such notices shall be display advertisements.

3. Section 12 of P.L. 19 53, ¢. 211 (C. 19:57-12) is amended
to read as follows:

12. Each county clerk, after processing the requests for
civilian absentee ballots and the applications for military
absentee ballots requiring approval under section 10 of this act
and furnishing the applicant with a civilian or military absentee
ballot in the manner prescribed by this act, shall forward such
requests, including those disapproved, to the county board of
elections. Each county clerk shall also keep a list of such
requests received by him showing the disposition of each request
and indicate on the list those persons whose requests have been

approved by reason of the persons' permanent and total physical
disability, which list shall be made available to the public and all
election officials charged with the duty of administering this act.
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4. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill allows a disabled person to continue to receive an
absentee ballot, without having to reapply for each election.
Current law provides that a permanently and totally disabled
voter who requests a ballot be sent an application for the ballot
on a continuing basis for all elections in which he is qualified to
vote, without further request.

According to this bill, the county clerk must indicate on the
list of requests for absentee ballots those requests which are
approved by reason of the voter's permanent disability. Then,
every fourth year after the voter's name is placed on this list,
but not less than seven days before any election in that year, the
county board must ascertain whether the person continues to be
eligible to receive the ballot on a continuing basis and must
inform those persons who no longer qualify for this service.

ELECTIONS
Handicapped

Permits disabled persons to receive absentee ballots on a
continuing basis.
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 ASSEMBLY, No. 243
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION

By Assemblyman FELICE

AN ACT concerning evening voter registration hours and
amending R.S. 19:31-2

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. R.S. 19:31-2 is amended to read as follows:

19:31-2. In all counties having a superintendent of elections,
the superintendent of elections is hereby constituted the
commissioner of registration and in all other counties the
secretary of the county board is hereby constituted the
commissioner of registration.

The commissioner of registration in all counties having a
superintendent of elections, and the county board in all other
counties, shall have complete charge of the permanent
registration of all eligible voters within their respective
counties.

The commissioner of registration in counties of the first class
having a superintendent of elections and having less than
800,000 inhabitants, and the county board in all other counties,
shall have power to appoint temporarily, and the commissioner
of registration in counties of the first class having more than
800,000 inhabitants shall have power to appoint on a permanent,
or temporary basis, such number of persons, as in his or its
judgment may be necessary in order to carry out the provisions
of this Title. All persons appointed by the commissioner of
registration in counties of the first class having more than
850,000 inhabitants according to the latest federal decennial
census to serve for terms of more than six ménths in any one
year shall be in the classified service of the civil service and
shall be appointed, and hold their positions, in accordance with
the provisions of Title 11[,Civil Service] of the Revised
Statutes. All persons appointed by the commissioner of

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets ([thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thys is new matter.
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registration in counties of the first class having more than
600,000 but less than 850,000 inhabitants according to the latest
federal decennial census to serve for terms of more than six
months in any one year, other than the chief deputy and chief
clerk and confidential secretary and chief custodian, shall be in
the classified service of the civil service and shall be appointed
and hold their positions in accordance with the provisions of
Title 11[, Civil Service] of the Revised Statutes. Persons
appointed by the commissioner of registration in such counties

to serve for terms of six months or less in any one year and
persons appointed by the commissioner of registration, or by the
county board of elections, in other counties, shall not be subject
to any of the provisions of Title 11[, Civil Service] of the
Revised Statutes, but shall be in the unclassified service.

In each county the commissioner of registration shall submit
to the Secretary. of State [on or before February 15 of each year
a plan providing for evening registration for the primary
election and] on or before July 1 plans providing for [evening
and] out-of-office registration for the general election, which
plans shall be subject to approval by the Secretary of State.
[Evening registration shall be made available in the office of
each commissioner of registration between the hours of 4 p.m.
and 9 p.m. for at least six working days immediately preceding
the close of registration, in each municipality having a
population in excess of 12,000 persons according to the most
recent United States census between the hours of 4 p.m. and 9
p.m. for at least three working days immediately preceding the
close of registration, and in each municipality having a
population of less than 12,000 persons between the hours of 4
p.m. and 9 p.m. on the day of the close of registration for the
primary and general elections and for municipal elections.] Such
[plan] plans for out-of-office registration may include
door-to-door registration, and shall include the schedule and
route to be followed by any out-of-office registration units, as
well as a description of the number and nature of units to be
used, and such further pertinent information as the Secretary of
State may by rule or régulation require. OQut-of-office
registration shall be made available pursuant to such plan in
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each municipality having a population in excess of 12,000
persons according to the most recent United States census.
Nothing in this section shall preclude the commissioner from
providing pursuant to plan [evening registration or]
out-of-office registration in excess of the requirements of this
section, or shall preclude or in any way limit out-of-office
registration conducted by persons or groups other than the
commissioner.

During the month of March of each year the commissioner of
registration in- all counties shall arrange for and conduct
registration in each public and nonpublic high school in the
county, of all students who are eligible to register to vote in the
ensuing election. School officials shall cooperate with efforts to
register students in such schools. The commissioner of
registration shall complete, on a form prescribed by the
Secretary of State, a report concerning the number of students
registered during the designated month. Copies of such report
shall be forwarded to the Secretary of State.

The commissioner of registration in counties having a
superintendent of elections, and the county board in all other
counties, shall provide such printed forms, blanks, supplies and
office telephone and transportation equipment and shall
prescribe such reasonable rules and regulations not inconsistent
with those of the Secretary of State as are necessary in the
opinion of the commissioner or county board to carry out the
provisions of this Title and any amendments or supplements
thereto.

Subject to the limitations set forth in chapter 32 of this Title
as hereby amended all necessary expenses incurred, as and when
certified and approved by the commissioner of registration in
counties having a superintendent of elections, and by the county
board in all other counties, shall be paid by the county treasurer
of the county.

Nothing in the provisions of subtitle 2 of [the] Titlel,
Municipalities and Counties] 40 of the Revised Statutes (R.S.
40:16-1 et seq.), shall in anywise be construed to affect, restrict

or abridge the powers herein conferred on the commissioners in
counties having a superintendent of elections, and upon the
county boards in all other counties.
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All powers granted to the commissioner in all counties not
having superintendents of elections by the provisions of this
Title are hereby conferred on the county board in such counties
and any and all duties conferred upon the commissioner in all
counties not having a superintendent of elections by the
provisions of this Title shall only be exercised and performed by
such commissioner under the instructions and directions of and
subject to the approval of the county board of such counties.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
This bill eliminates evening voter registration hours. Since
registration forms are available from various sources, including

the publication of the form in the local papers, it is questionable
whether the cost of evening registration hours is justified.

ELECTIONS
Vote Procedures and Ballots

Eliminates evening voter registration.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 35
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION

By Assemblywoman KALIK

AN ACT concerning certification of persons elected as members
of the county committees of the several political parties and
amending R.S. 19:23-54 and U.S. 19:23-55.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey: ‘

1. R.S.19:23-54 is amended to read as follows:

19:23-54. The municipal clerk shall forthwith canvass the
statements of the district board as far as they relate to the
election of members of the county committee of any political
party, and shall, not later than 12 o'clock noon of the second

day after the primary election, issue a certificate of election to

each -person shown by the retumns filed in the office of such
municipal clerk to have been so elected.

No person whose name was printed on a primary ballot as a
candidate for the county committee shall receive a certificate
of election as a member of any other county committee.

When a person whose name was not printed on a primary
ballot as a candidate for member of the county committee has
been elected as a member of the county committee of more
than one political party, he shall receive, in lieu of a certificate

of election, a notice of that election to.more than one such

county committee. Not later than 12 o'clock noon of the third

day after the primary election, the person shall file with the
municipal clerk [within three days] a statement certifying to
which political party he belongs, and a certificate of election

shall be issued to such person as a member of the county
committee of the political party so certified. Any person
elected as a member of the county committee of any political
party whose name was not printed upon the primary ballot and

EXPLANATION——Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets ([thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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to whom a certificate of election has been issued, shall before
the organization of the county committee file with the
secretary thereof a written statement certifying that he is a
member of such political party.

The municipal clerk shall fwithin eight days], not later than 12
o'clock noon of the third day, after the primary election,
certify to the county clerk and also to the couuty board two
copies of the names and post-office addresses of the persons
elected as members of the county committee of the several
political parties, together with the ward, district or unit which
they respectively represent. .

2. R.S. 19:23-55 is amended to read as follows:

19:23-55. The county clerks shall, within 10 days or, in the

- case_of the election of members to the county committee of a

political party, not later than 12 o'clock noon of the second day
after the primary election canvass such statements relating to
all officers and positions to be voted for by the voters of the
entire State, county, county election district, congressional
district, municipality or ward, and determine what persons have
by the highest number of votes been so elected or nominated by
the political parties.

In the case of United States Senator, Governor and member of
the House of Representatives the county clerk shall
immediately, transmit to the Secretary of State a statement
showing the total number of votes cast for such officers in the
county. The Secretary of State shall furnish the necessary form.

In the case of members of the county committee the county
clerk [within 9 days] shall, not later than 12 o'clock noon of the
sixth day after the primary [shall maill, deliver or transmit to
the chairman of the State committee and to the chairman of the
county committee of the respective parties a list of the names
of those elected to the county committee, giving the

municipalities, ward and district each represents, together with
their post-office addresses.
3. This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATEMENT

This bill addresses the timing of the certification by elections
officials of the results of he election of members of the county
party committees. Under the bill, a municipal clerk would have
until noon of the second day after the primary election to issue

to each newly elected county committee member a certificate

of election, and until noon of the third day to certify the names
and addresses of those new county committee members to the
county clark and county board of elections. In addition, a
county clerk would have until noon of the second day after the
primary election to canvass the district boards’ statements of
the county committee election results. He would have until
noon of the sixth day after the primary election to deliver the
list of the newly elected county committee members to the
State and county party committee chairmen.

The basic purpose of the bill is to ensure that the official
results of the election of county committee members are '
certified before the organizational meetings of the municipal
and county party committees. These organizational meetings .
would continue to occur, respectively, on the Monday and
Tuesday evenings after the primary election.

The bill also clarifies the procedure to be followed in the
event a person who, although his name was not printed on the
primary ballot as a county committee candidate, is elected as a
member of more than one county party committee.

ELECTIONS
Vote Procedures and Ballots

Provides that a municipal clerk. shall have until noon of the
second day after a primary election to issue certificates of
election to county committees.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 1294
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION

By Assemblymen RILEY and MARSELLA

AN ACT concerning voter registration and amending R.S.
19:31-13.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. R.S. 19:31-13 is amended to read as follows:

19:31-13. Whenever the registrant after his or her original
registration shall change his or her name due to marriage,
divorce, or by judgment of court, the registrant shall [be
required to reregister and the commissioner upon receipt of
information or notice of such éhange. shall transfer the
permanent registration forms of such persons to the inactive
file, subject to the provisions of this section.

When notice or information of such change in name has not
been received by or filed with the commissioner prior to the
twenty-ninth day preceding any election, such person may be
permitted to vote under his or her original registration at the
next election following such change in name, after signing the
signature copy register with both the registered name and his or
her new name. Such person shall be required to reregister
before being permitted to vote at any subsequent election. The
commissioner shall then transfer the former permanent
registration form to the inactive file and notify the registrant
by regular mail of such transfer and the requirement to
reregister before being permitted to vote at any election.

If a registrant shall, upon receipt of notice of transfer of her
registration to the inactive file, or otherwise, notify the
commissioner of her inability to appear and reregister due to
continued absence from the State with her husband while he is
serving in the Armed Forces of the ‘United States and shall
support such statement under oath, the commissioner shall

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets ([thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be-omitted-in: the:law.

Matter underlined thys is new matter.
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restore her registration form to the active file, with appropriate
notations and dates thereon, and notify the registrant that she
may continue to vote during such absence from the State, by
civilian absentee ballot, by signing both her registered name and
her new name on applications for and certificates pertinent to,
civilian absentee ballots. The right to continue to so vote
without reregistration shall continue until the registrant's
return to the State or six years from date of marriage,
whichever shall occur first at which time the commissioner shall
transfer the permanent registration form to the inactive file.]l;
a._complete a new voter registration form either in person,
pursuant to R.S. 19:31-6, R.S. 19:31-7, or section 1 of P.L. 1966,
c. 177 (C. 19:31-6.1), or by mail, pursuant to section 15 of P.L.
1974, c. 30 (C. 19:31-6.3); or

b. on the day of any election, present to the district board of

elections a copy of official documents bearing his or her former

and present name and sign the signature copy record with his or

her former and present name.

If a change in name is made pursuant to subsection a. of this

section, the registrant's new voter registration form shall be

attached to his or her previous voter registration form and that

person shall be permitted to vote at the next subsegquent

election, as provided by law.
If a change in name is made pursuant to subsection b. of this

section, the person shall be permitted to vote at that election -

and at each subsequent election under the person's name as

changed. The commissioner shall be responsible for making the

appropriate changes in the information contained on the

registration forms; attaching a copy of the official documents

with the former and present name to the registration forms; and

filing the registration forms of the person in the proper order by

the person's name as changed. When a new voter registration

form is needed to record the change in a person's name, the

newly completed form shall be attached to the person's previous

voter registration form.
2. This act shall take effect immediately, but if a regularly

scheduled election shall occur within 30 days after this effective
date, the act shall be inoperative until the day following that
election.
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STATEMENT

This bill eliminates the requirement in current law that a
person must reregister to vote if the person's name is changed
due to marriage, divorce or other judgment of the court. It
permits the person to reregister by mail or to inform the district
board of elections of the name change'and to vote on the day of
an election and thereafter by presenting, on the day of an
election, the members of the district board with a.cbpy of an
official document bearing his or her former and present name
and signing the signature copy record with his or her former and
present name. The bill also provides that the person's previous
voter registration form shall be attached to his or her new voter
registration form, thereby preserving the person's previous
voting record.

ELECTIONS
Vote Procedures and Ballots

Eliminates requirement that a person must reregister to vote if
name is changed.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 2291
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1988 SESSION

By Assemblymen LITTELL, HAYTAIAN, Kamin,
Assemblywoman Kalik and Assemblyman Rocco

AN ACT permitting the establishment of mail-in ballot election
districts in certain municipalities and supplementing Title 19
of the Revised Statutes. '

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. As used in this act:

"Family member” means an adult who is the spouse, parent,
child, grandparent, grandchild or sibling of a voter, whether by
adoption or natural relationship. It shall also include any adult
occupant regularly living with a voter in any residential building
or part of a building intended for the use of no more than one
family.

“Incapacitated mail-in-voter" means a mail-in voter who, due
to incapacity, is unable to complete a ballot.

"Mail-in ballot" means the ballot used by mail-in' voters
pursuant to the provisions of this act.

"Mail-in ballot election district” means a municipality having
fewer than 100 registered voters.

“Mail-in-voter" means a registered voter residing in a mail-in
ballot election district.

2. The county board of elections of each county may
designate all municipalities in the county which have fewer than
100 registered voters as mail-in ballot election districts by
providing written notice of the board's decision with the county
clerk, the commissioner of registration and each affected
voter. The county clerk of a county in which the use of mail-in
ballots is adopted shall forward a mail-in ballot for use under
this act by first class mail or hand delivery to each registered
voter residing in these municipalities as soon as practicable
after the 20th day, but not later than the 10th day, preceding
the day upon which any election is to be held. Mail-in ballots

" shall be used in all elections in mail-in ballot election districts

except school elections.
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3. Each mail-in ballot to be used in any election shall
conform generally to the ballot to be used at the election in
other election districts but the ballots shall be plainly marked
"Mail-in Ballot."”

At the top of every mail-in ballot there shall be printed or
stamped in a prominent size the following:

To protect your vote:

IT IS AGAINST THE LAW FOR ANYONE EXCEPT YOU THE
VOTER TO MARK OR INSPECT THIS BALLOT.

However, a family member may assist you in doing so. If you
are an incapacitated mail-in voter, a person other than a family
member may assist you in doing so.

4. Each mail-in ballot to be used at any election shall be
printed entirely in black ink and, except as otherwise provided,
shall conform generally to the ballot to be used at the election
in other election districts and shall be prepared so that the
mail-in voter may indicate thereon the voter's choice of the
candidates for the offices to be filled, and as to the public
guestions to be voted upon, at the election by the voters of the
entire State, county or municipality in which the mail-in voter

.is a resident, as shall be ascertained and known on the 48th day

preceding the election, and sufficient space shall be provided for
the mail-in voter to write in the name of and vote for any
candidate for, or his personal choice for, any public office to be
voted for at the election in the election district. A list of
candidates for the offices to be filled whose names are known or
ascertained on the day on which the ballot is forwarded but do
not appear upon the ballot, with a statement of the office for
which each is a candidate, shall be forwarded with the ballot.

In the preparation of mail-in ballots the name of any
candidate who has been nominated for any office shall be placed
upon the mail-in ballot to be used in the general election to be
held in that year in each election district in which he is a
candidate whether or not the candidate has accepted the
nomination prior to the 48th day preceding the election,
provided that he has not prior to that date declined the
nomination.

5. Each mail-in ballot to be used at any primary election for
the general election shall, except as otherwise provided,
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conform to the ballot to be used at the election in other election
districts and to the form herein prescribed for mail-in ballots to
be used in the general election except that it shall be so
prepared that the mail-in voter may indicate thereon his choice
of candidates of one political party for each of the offices to be
voted upon at the election by the voters of the election mail-in
district and shall be separated into party ballots, which shall be
printed upon one sheet where the voting system allows.

Each mail-in ballot shall be plainly marked to indicate that
only one party ballot is to be voted by each mail-in voter and
that the party ballot voted by him must conform to the name of
the political party indicated by the county clerk as provided
herein.

If the county clerk has ascertained through investigating a
mail-in voter's registration record that, under the laws of this
State, the voter is qualified to vote only in a certain party
primary, he shall so indicate upon the primary ballot the party
primary in which the voter is entitled to vote.

Whenever the county clerk determines that a mail-in voter is
voting in a primary election for the first time the county clerk
shall indicate upon the primary ballot that the voter can vote in
any one of the party primaries.

6. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any
county may adopt a system of electronic scanning, punch cards
or other mechanical device, which systém has been previously
approved by the Secrétary of State, to be used in counting or
canvassing mail-in ballots. The county clerk in any county
adopting such a system may prepare and use mail-in ballots that
do not conforin generally to the ballot to be used at the election
to the extent that nonconformance is necessary for operation of
the electronic or mechanical canvassing system.

In preparing the mail-in ballot, the county clerk shall insert
the names of the candidates on the appropriate ballot, punch

card or other device in the same order in which they appear on

the official ballot with full instructions to the voter as to how to
mark or puncture the ballot.

7. Each county clerk shall send, with each mail-in ballot,
printed directions for the preparation and transmitting of

New Jersev State Library
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mail-in ballots as required by this act which shall be printed in
such manner and form as the Secretary of State shall require,
together with two envelopes of such sizes that one will contain
the other. 7

The outer envelope shall be addressed to the county board of
elections of the county in which is located the home address of
the person to whom the mail-in ballot is sent, as certified by the
county clerk. On the outside and front of each outer envelope,
there shall be printed or stamped the following:

To protect your vote:

IT IS AGAINST THE LAW FOR ANYONE EXCEPT YOU THE
VOTER TO MAIL OR TRANSPORT THIS BALLOT UNLESS THE
ENVELOPE IS SEALED AND THE FOLLOWING IS COMPLETED:

Ballot mailed or transporied by '

................................................................................................
R L L R R R L L R R R R T e B R I R R R L LR Y]
R R R L R R R P P P P P P P P P T Y T P P T TR P PP P PRI

.................................................................................................

The inner envelope shall be so designed that it can be sealed
after the mail-in ballot has been placed therein and the flap.
thereof shall be of such length and size as to leave sufficient
margin, after sealing, for the pr‘in'ting thereon of the certificate
hereinafter described. The flap shall be so arranged that, after
the inner envelope has been sealed, the certificate can be
contained, with the inner envelope, in the outer envelope and
that the margin containing' the certificate can be detached
without unsealing-the inner envelope.

On the outside of each envelope in which a mail-in ballot is
sent to a mail-in voter by the county clerk, there shall be
printed or stamped the words "Official Mail-in Ballot.” In
addition, there shall be printed or stamped the following:

To protect your vote:

IT IS AGAINST THE LAW FOR ANYONE EXCEPT YOU THE
VOTER TO OPEN, MARK, INSPECT OR SEAL THIS BALLOT.

However, a family member may assist you in doing so. If you
are an incapacitated mail-in voter, a person other than a family
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member may also assist you in doing so.

The reverse side of each inner envelope shall contain the
following statement:

ANY PERSON MAY BE FINED AND IMPRISONED AND MAY
ALSO LOSE THE RIGHT TO VOTE UNTIL RESTORED BY LAW
if he attempts to vote fraudulently by mail-in ballot, prevents
the voting of a legal voter, certifies falsely any informa:.on,
interferes with a person's secrecy of voting, tampers with
ballots or election documents or helps another person to do so.

8. Upon the margin of the flap on the inner envelope to be
sent to mail-in voters there shall be printed a certificate in the
following form:

CERTIFICATE OF MAIL~IN VOTER
By e, whose home address is

(Street address or R.D. nurhber] (Municipality)
DO HEREBY CERTIFY, subject to the penalties for fraudulent
voting, that I am the person who is eligible for the enclosed
ballot. I MARKED AND SEALED THIS BALLOT .AND
CERTIFICATE IN SECRET. However, a family member may
assist me in doing so. If [ am an incapacitated mail-in voter, a
person other than a family member may also assist me in doing so.

(Signature of voter)
Any person providing assistance shall complete the following:
I do hereby certify that [ am the person who provided
assistance to this voter and declare that I will maintain the
secrecy of this ballot. |

(Signature of person
providing assistance)

(Printed name of person
providing assistance)

(Address of person
providing assistance)
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9. Upon the margin of the flap on the inner envelope
forwarded with any mail-in ballot intended to be voted in any
primary election for the general election, there shall be printed a
certificate in the following form:

CERTIFICATE OF MAIL-IN VOTER

PN , whose home address is

(print your name clearly)
(Street address or R.D. number) (Municipality)
DO HEREBY CERTIFY, subject to the penalties for fraudulent
voting, that I marked this ballot for the primary election of the
ceeenerentrenneraenrans political party.
(Name of party)

I am the persbn who is eligible for the enclosed ballot. I
MARKED AND SEALED THIS BALLOT AND CERTIFICATE IN
SECRET. However, a family member may assist me in doing so.
If I am an incapacitated mail-in voter, a person other than a
family member may also assist me in doing so.

(Signature of voter)
Any person providing assistance shall complete the following:
I do hereby certify that I am the person who provided
assistance to this voter and declare that [ will maintain the
secrecy of this ballot.

(Signature of person
providing assistance)

(Printed name of person _
providing assistance)

(Address of person
providing assistance)
10. The commissioner of registration shall, upon receipt of

notification from the county clerk of the commissioners'

decision to establish mail-in ballot election districts, record in
the permanent registration records of each voter residing in a
mail-in -ballot election district the fact the voter has been
designated a mail-in voter:
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11. Any mail-in voter shall be éntitled to mark any mail-in
ballot. forwarded for him to vote, for voting at any election by
indicating his choice of candidates for the offices named, and as
to public questions, if any, stated thereon, in accordance with
the election laws of this State, except that on ballots to be
voted in any primary election for the general election the
mail-in voters choice shall be limited to the candidates of the
voter's political party or to any person or persons whose names
the voter shall write-in. When marked, the ballot shall be
placed in the inner envelope, which shall then be sealed, and the
voter shall then fill in the form of the certificate attached to
the inner envelope, at the end of which he shall sign and print
his name in his own handwriting. The inner envelope with the
certificate shall then be placed in the outer envelope, which
shall then be sealed.

A mail-in voter shall not permit any person in any way,
except as provided herein, to unseal, mark or inspect his ballot,
interfere with the secrecy of his mail-in ballot vote, complete
or sign the certificate or seal the inner or outer envelope, nor
shall any person do so.

‘A mail-in voter shall be entitled to assistance from a family
member in performing any of the actions above. An
incapacitated mail-in voter shall also be entitled to assistance
from a person other than a family member in performing any
such action. The family member or other person providing
assistance shall certify that he did assist the voter and will
maintain the secrecy of the vote by both printing and signing his
name in the space provided on the certificate. A candidate for
election shall not assist any person in completing a mail-in
ballot. No person who assists a mail-in voter shall campaign or
electioneer on behalf of any candidate at the time of providing
assistance.

The sealed outer envelope with the inner envelope and the
ballot enclosed therein shall then either be mailed with
sufficient postage to the county board of elections to which it is
addressed or delivered personally by the voter or bearer
designated by the voter to the board or the board's designee.
The ballot must be received by the board or the board's
designee before 8 P.M. on the day of election:
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At the time any person delivers a mail-in ballot to the county
board. he shall sign a record which the board shall maintain of
all mail-in ballots personally delivered to it.

12. The county board of elections shall, promptly after
receiving each mail-in ballot, remove the inner envelope,
containing the ballot, from the outer envelope and shall compare
the signature and the information contained on the flap of the
inner envelope with the signature and information contained in .
the voter's permanent registration record. The county board
shall reject any ballot unless the board is satisfied as a result of
the comparison that the voter is legally entitled to vote and that
the ballot conforms with the requirements of this act.

In the case of a mail-in ballot to be voted at a primary
election, the county board of elections shall reject the ballot of
any voter if it shall appear from the record that the voter is not
entitled to vote the ballot in the primary election of the
political party which has been indicated. :

Any mail-in ballot which is received by a county board of
elections shall be rejectéd if both the inner and outer envelopes
are unsealed or if either envelope has a seal that has been
tampered with.

Disputes as to the qualifications of mail-in voters to vote or
as to whether or not or how any such mail-in ballot shall be
counted in the election shall be referred to the Superior Court
for determination.

After such investigation the county board of elections shall
detach or separate the certificate from the inner envelope
containing the mail-in ballot‘, unless it has been rejected by it or
by the Superior Court, marking the envelopes as to identity, the
election district in which the ballot contained therein is to be
voted as indicated by the mail-in voter's home address
appearing on the certificate attached to or accompanying the
inner envelope and, in the case of ballots to be voted at a
primary election for a general election, the political party in the
primary election of which it is to be voted.

13. All valid mail-in ballots received by the county boards
prior to the time designated for the closing of the polls for each
election shall be counted.
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14. A mail-in ballot shall not be rejected or declared invalid
because it does not contain all of the names of the candidates or
all of the public questions to be voted for or upon in the mail-in
election district in the election in which-it is to be counted, and
any mail-in ballot shall be counted in determining the result of
the election as to any. office or public question, if the
designation of the office and the name of the candidate for
election to the office or the answer to the public question are
written thereon as to indicate the voter's choice, and
notwithstanding that the designation, name or question may be
or should have been printed or choice indicated upon the mail-in
ballot in the regular manner.

15. Whenever it shall be determined by the county board that
a mail-in voter who has marked and forwarded a mail-in ballot
has died prior to the opening of the polls on the day of the
election, the ballot shall be rejected by the county board and
retained in the same manner as other rejected ballots.

16. On the day of each election each county board of
elections shall open in the presence of the commissioner of
registration or his assistant or assistants the inner envelopes in
which the mail-in ballots returned to it, to be voted in the
election, are contained, except those containing ballots which
the board or the Superior Court has rejected. The board shall
remove the ballots from. the inner envelopes and count and
canvass the votes cast on the mail-in ballots. A mail-in ballot
shall not be counted in any primary election for the general
election if the ballot of the political party marked for voting
thereon differs from the designation of the political party in the
primary election of which the ballot is intended to be voted as
marked on the envelope by the county board of elections.
Immediately after the canvass is completed, the respective
county boards of election shall certify the result of the canvass
to the county clerk or the municipal or district clerk or other
appropriate officer as the case may be showing the result of the
canvass by municipality and ward, and the votes so counted and
canvassed shall be counted in determining the results of the
election. ‘

The county board of elections shall, immediately after the
canvass is completed for a primary election, certify the
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results of the votes cast for members of the county committee
to the respective municipal clerks, which votes shall be counted
in determining the result of the election.

17. As soon as practicable after the election, the
commissioner of registration shall, for each mail-in ballot that
has been voted, received and counted, cause to be written or
stamped the word "voted" in the space provided in the duplicate
voting record for recording the ballot number of the voter's
ballot in the election, and in the case of a primary election for
the general election the commissioner shall also  cause to be
written or stamped in the proper space of the record of voting
form the first three letters of the name of the political party
primary in which such ballot was voted. The record of forms in
the original permanent registration binders shall be conformed
to the foregoing entries in the duplicate forms.

18. The county board of elections shall keep, for a period of
one year, all voted mail-in ballots, all of the certificates which
have been detached or separated by them from the inner
envelopes and all inner envelopes together with their
certificates, and with their contents, which have not been
opened because the county board or the Superior Court rejected
them. Specific authority is hereby granted to the
superintendent of elections in counties having a superintendent
of elections and the prosecutor in all other counties to impound
all mail-in ballots whenever he shall deem such action to be
necessary. '

19. The county board of eléctions, the county clerk, the
superintendent of elections and the commissioner of registration
shall exercise the same powers over mail-in voting as over other
voting in elections except as otherwise provided in this act.

20. No election shall be held to be invalid by reason of any
irregularity or failure in the preparation or forwarding of any
mail-in ballots pursuant to the provisions of this act.

21. Any person who knowingly violates any provision of this
act, or who, not being entitled to vote under the provisions of
this act, fraudulently votes or attempts to vote thereunder or
enables or attempts to enable another person, not entitled to
vote thereunder, to vote fraudulently or who prevents or

~attempts to prevent by fraud the voting of any person legally
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11

entitled to vote under this act., or who shall knowingly certify
falsely in any paper required under this act, or who, at any time,
tampers with any ballot or document used in an election or
interferes with the secrecy of the voting of any person shall be
guilty of a crime of the fourth degree, and upon conviction
thereof shall be subject, in addition to such other penalties as
are authorized by law, to disenfranchisement unless and until
pardoned or restored by law to the right of suffrage.

Any person who aids and abets another in violating any of the
provisions of this section shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth
degree and upon conviction thereof shall be subject, in addition
tb such other penalties as are authorized by law, to
disenfranchisement unless and until pardoned or restored by law
to the right of suffrage.

22. This act shall take effect immediately but shall not apply
to any election to be held less than 90 days from the date of
enactment. '

STATEMENT

This bill would permit the county board of elections of each
county to designate municipalities having fewer then 100
registered voters as mail-in ballot election districts. Voters
residing in these districts would receive and return their ballots
by mail in a manner similar to the procedure currently
applicable to absentee ballots. At present, the board of
elections of each county must deliver voting machines and
provide election workers for each election district regardless of
size. This is costly and time consuming. Permitting the use of
mail-in ballots in small municipalities would permit resources to
be focused in areas of greater need while protecting the voting
rights of the residents of small towns.

ELECTIONS
Vote Procedures and Ballots

Permits voting by mail in municipalities with fewer than 100
registered voters.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 2408
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 2, 1988

By Assemblywoman BUSH

AN ACT concerning voter registration on the days of municipal,
primary or general elections and supplementing Title 19 of the
Revised Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. As used in this act:

a. "Suitable identifying document” means a State of New
Jersey driver's license, or other identification issued or
recognized as official by the federal government, the State, or
any of its political subdivisions, which identification carries the
full address of the person identified and either his signature or
picture. ' :

b. "Applicant” means any person otherwise eligible to vote,
who is not registered to vote and who is applying for a ballot and
for such registration. pursuant to this act; or who has been
registered, but because he has moved or changed his name or for
any other reason would be barred from voting at his polling place
pursuant to any other provision of this Title and who is applying
to vote, notwithstanding any such defect, and to correct any such
defect in his registration.

2. Any other law to the contrary notwithstanding, any
applicant may, on the day of any municipal, primary or general
election, register to vote, or correct any defect in his
registration, at the office of the municipal clerk in the
municipality in which he resides by: a. submitting a suitable
identifying document; b. completing an appropriate voter
registration form or such form as may be necessary to correct
any defect in the applicant's registration; and c. submitting an
affidavit which declares that he is not, to his knowledge, already
properly registered to vote and that he has not previously voted,

‘and upon voting will not thereafter vote in that election.

‘The commissioner of registration shall furnish to the clerk in
each- municipality voter-registration- forms and-affidavit-forms’

for the purposes of this section..
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3. The municipal clerk, or his designee. shall receive and
review the forms and affidavits provided for in section 2 of this
act and shall read, prior to accepting the forms and affidavits,
the penalty prbvision of this act to all applicants. The clerk shall
issue a temporary registration certificate to a qualified
applicant. The certificate shall be in triplicate with one copy to
be retained by the clerk, one copy to be retained by the district
board and one copy to be retained by the applicant.

Nothing herein shall restrict the right of members of the
district board and any duly authorized challenger to challenge a
newly registered voter pursuant to R.S. 19:15-18 through R.S.
19:15-24. '

4. Each municipal clerk shall deliver, no later than two days
after the election, all forms and affidavits signed and received
pursuant ‘to section 2 of this act to the commissioner of
registration.

Upon receipt of the voter registration forms completed
pursuant to this act, the commissioner shall:

a. Send to the registrant written nbtification that the
registrant is duly registered to vote. On the face of the
notification in the upper left-hand corner shall be printed the
words: "Do Not Forward. Return Postage Guaranteed. If not
delivered in two days, retum to the 'Superintendent of

Elections' " in counties having a superintendent of elections and
to the "Commissioner of Registration” in all other counties.

b. Paste or tape the completed registration form onto an
original permanent registration form, and shall paste or tape a
copy of such completed registration form onto a duplicate
permanent registration form, both of which shall be filed as
provided in R.S. 19:31-10. Nothing in this subsection shall
preclude any commissioner of registration from transferring by
photocopy an. image of the mail registration form to the original
and duplicate permanent registration forms and keeping the
original mail registration form on file.

c. In the case of a registrant currently registered in another
county of this State, notify the commissioner of registration of
the other county to delete the registrant's name from the list of
persons registered in the other county.
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5. Not later than 25 days after each municipal, primary or
general election, the commissioner of registration in counties
having a superintendent of elections and the county board of
elections in all other counties shall investigate and verify the
registration of voters registered pursuant to this act at the most
recent municipal, primary or general election whose notification
is returned by the post office as undeliverable, in order to
determine the extent, if any, of violations of this act..

6. An applicant who willfully or fraudulently registers more
than once, or who registers under any but his true name, or
attempts to vote more than once, or who willfully registers in any
election district where he is not a resident at the time of
registering, commits a crime of the third degree.

Any person who aids and abets an applicant in violating the
provisions of this act commits a crime of the third degree.

7. The Secretary of State shall promulgate such rules and
regulations and cause to be prepared such forms as may be
necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act.

8. This act shall take effect on the 30th day after enactment.

STATEMENT

This bill provides for same day voter registration on the day of
a municipal, primary or general election.

The bill:

1. Requires an applicant to have a suitable identifying
document; .

2. Makes same day registration applicable to municipal and
primary elections as well as to general elections;

3. Provides that registration shall take place at the office of
the municipal clerk;

4. Establishes a procedure whereby the municipal clerk shall
issue a temporary Tregistration certificate to a qualified
applicant; and

5. Provides for investigation and verification of voters
registered pursuant to this act whose notification is returned by
the post office as undeliverable.



ELECTIONS
Vote Procedures and Ballots

Permits a person eligible to vote to register on election day.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 2707
* STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MARCH 7, 1988
By Assemblymen SCHLUTER and Baer

AN ACT concerning political party affiliation and voter
registration, and amending R.S. 19:23-45 and P.L. 1976, c. 16.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General. Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. R.S. 19:23-45 is amended to read as follows:

19:23-45. No voter shall be allowed to vote at the primary
election unless his name appears in the signature copy register.

A voter who votes in a primary election of a political party or
who signs and files with the municipal clerk or the county
commissioner of registration a declaration that he desires to vote
in the primary election of a political party shall be deemed to be
a member of that party until one annual primary elapses in which

the voter does not vote or until he signs and files a declaration

that he desires to vote in the primary election of another
political party or that he desires to be disaffiliated from all

political parties, at which time he shall be deemed to be a

member of such other political party or disaffiliated from all

political parties. The Secretary of State shall cause to be

prepared political party affiliation and disaffiliation declaration

forms and shall provide such forms to the commissioners of
registration of the several counties and to the clerks of the
municipalities within such counties.

No voter [, except a newly registered voter at the first primary
at which he is eligible to vote or a voter who has not previously
voted in a primary election,] may Vote in a primary election of a
political party unless: a. he was deemed to be a member of that
party or to be disaffiliated from all political parties on the

[fiftieth day next preceding such primary election] 60th day after
the preceding general election; b. he is a newly registered voter

at the first primary at which he is eligible to vote; or c. he is a

voter who has not previously voted in a primary election.

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets ({thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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A member of the county committee of a political party and a
public official or public employee holding any office or public
employment to which he has been elected or appointed as a
member of a political party shall be deemed a member of such

" political party.

Any person voting in the primary ballot box of any political
party in any primary e_lection in contravention of the election law
shall be guilty of a [misdemeanor] crime of the fourth degree, and

any person who aids or assists-any such person in such violation by
means of public proclamation or order, or by means of any public
or private direction or suggestions, or by means of any help or
assistance or cooperation, shall likewise be guilty of a
[misdemeanor]} crime of the fourth degree.
(cf: P.L. 1977, ¢c. 97, 5. 1)

2. Section 2 of P.L. 1976, c. 16 (C. 19:23-45.1) is amended to
read as follows:

2. a. The county commissioner of registration in each of the
several counties, shall cause a notice to be published in each
municipality of their respective counties in a newspaper or
newspapers circulating therein. The notice to be so published
shall be published once during each of the [2] two calendar weeks
next preceding the week in which the [fiftieth day next preceding
the - primary election of  a political party] 60th day following a

general election occurs.
b. The notice required to be published by the preceding

paragraph shall inform the reader thereof that no voter [, except
a newly registered voter at the first primary at which he is
eligible to vote or a voter who has not previously voted in a
primary election] may vote in a primary election of a political
party unless: a. he was deemed to be a member of that party or
to be disaffiliated from all political parties on the [fiftieth day
next preceding such primary election] 60th day after the

preceding general election; b. he is a newly registered voter at

the first primary at which he is eligible to vote: or c. he is a

voter who has not voted previously in a primary election. It shall

further inform the reader thereof that a voter who votes in the
primary election of a political party or who signs and files with
the. municipal.clerk.or: the . county.commissioner: of registration a.
declaration that he desires to vote in the primary election of a
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political party shall be deemed to be a member of that party until
one annual primary elapses in which the voter does not vote or

until he signs and files a declaration that he desires to vote in the
primary election of another political party or that he desires to

be disaffiliated from all political parties, at which time he shall

be deemed to be a member of such other political party or
disaffiliated from all political parties. The notice shall also state

the time and location where a person may obtain political party
affiliation or disaffiliation declaration forms.
(cf: P.L. 1977, c. 97, s. 2)

3. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill expands the methods by which a voter may change
from one political party to another or become a disaffiliated
voter. It also changes the date by which voters must change
political parties if they wish to vote in the primary election of a
party other than the party in which they voted previously.

Under current law, a voter who votes in the primary election of
a -political party is considered a member of that party until he
signs and files a declaration that he desires to vote in the primary
election of another political party, at which time he shall be '
deemed to be a member of such other political party. Such a
declaration must be made no later than the 50th day preceding a
primary election. No voter except a newly registered voter or a
voter who has not previously voted in a primary election or a
voter deemed to be a member of a political party may vote in the
primary election of a political party. '

This bill provides that a voter who votes in a primary election
of a political party shall be deemed to be a member of that
political party until one annual primary elapses in which the voter
does not vote or until he signs and files a declaration that he
desires to vote in the primary election of another political party
or that he desires to be disaffiliated from all political parties.
The bill also provides that a declaration of change in party
affiliation or of disaffiliation from all parties by a member of a
political party must occur by the 60th. day after a general
election.




This change in current law reflects recommendations made by
the Election Law Revision Commission in.its final report of
March 25, 1975.

ELECTIONS

Vote Procedures and Ballots

Expands methods by which a voter may change from one political
party to another or become a disaffiliated voter.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 2923
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED APRIL 18, 1988

By Assemblywoman CRECCO, Assemblymen Miller,v
: Zecker and Kelly

AN ACT providing for the annual school election on the first
Tuesday in June and revising parts of the statutory law.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. N.].S. 18A:13-10 is amended to read as follows:

18A:13-10. The board of education of each regional district
shall provide for the holding of an annual school election for the
regional district on the first Tuesday in [April] June.

At such election there shall be elected for terms of three
years, beginning on any day of the first or second week following
such election, the members of the regional boards of education to
succeed those members of the board whose terms shall expire in
that year, except as is in this chapter provided for the election of
the first elected members of the board.

(cf: P.L. 1987, c. 289, s. 5)
“2. N.].S. 18A:13-17 is amended to read as follows:

18A:13-17. The. regional board of education shall, at each
annual school election, submit to the voters of the regional
district the amount of money fixed and determined in its budget
[to be voted upon] for the use of the regional schools of the
district for the ensuing school year and may submit thereat any
other question authorized by this law to be submitted at such an
election.

{cf: N.J.S. 18A:13-17)

3. N.].S. 18A:13-19 is amended to read as follows:

18A:13-19. If the voters reject any of the items submitted at
the annual election, within 2 days thereafter the board of
education of the regional district shall certify to the governing
body of each municipality, included within the regional district,
the item or items so rejected, and such governing bodies, after
consultation with the board, and no later than [April 28] 10 days
following that certification, shall determine the amount or

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bill is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the Taw.

Matter underlined thys is new matter.
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amounts which they deem necessary to provide a thorough and
efficient system of schools in the regional district for the ensuing
school year and cause the same to be certified by the respective
municipal clerks to the board of education of the regional district.
(cf: P.L. 1983, c. 119, 5. 1)

4, N.].S. 18A:13-20 is amended to read as follows:

18A:13-20. a. Should said governing bodies fail to so certify or
fail to agree and certify different amounts for said purposes, then
the commissioner shall determine and certify the amount or
amounts which in his judgment shall be necessary to provide a
thorough and efficient system of schools in such regional district,
to the board of education of the regional district.

b. If, after the annual school election, the amount finally

certified as necessary to provide a thorough and efficient
education differs from the amount fixed and determined by the
regional board of education pursuant - to N.].S. 18A:13-17,
adjustments _in local tax assessments, _apportionment of

assessments, and State aid entitlements shall be made in the
school year following the year for which the budget is certified.
(cf: N.J.S. 18A:13-20)

5. N.].S. 18A:14-2 is amended to read as follows:

18A:14-2. An annual school election shall be held in each type
II local district, on the first Tuesday in {April]l June. Whenever
such date falls on a legal holiday the election shall be held on the
following day.
(cf: P.L. 1978, c. 136, s. 5)

6. N.J.S. 18A:22-32 is amended to read as follows:

18A:22-32. At or after the public hearing on the budget but
not later than [12 days prior to the election] March 18, the board
of education of each type II district having no board of school

estimate shall fix and determine by a recorded roll call majority
vote of its full membership the amount of money to be voted
upon by the legal voters of the district at the annual election,
which sum or sums shall be designated in the notice calling such
election as required by law.

The secretary of the board of education_shall certify the

amounts so determined upon. if any, and the sums so stated for
interest and debt redemption charges, to the county board of

taxation-of “the-county -on or-before- March- 25 of “each" year and
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the amount or amounts so certified shall be included in the taxes

assessed, levied and collected in the municipality or

municipalities comprising the district for such purposes.
{(cf: P.L. 1978, c. 136, s. 11)

7. N.].S. 18A:22-33 is amended to read as follows:

18A:22-33. The board of education of each type II district not
having a board of school estimate shall, at each annual school
election.‘sﬁbmit to the voters of the district, the amounts of
money fixed and determined in its budget, excluding therefrom
the sum or sums stated therein to be used for interest and debt
redemption charges, in the manner provided by law, to be voted
upon for the use of the public schools of the district for the
ensuing school year, which amounts shall be stated in the notice
of the election, and the legal voters of the district shall
determine at such election, by a majority vote of those voting

upon the proposition, the sum or sums, not exceeding those stated
in the notice of the election, to be raised by special district tax
for said purposes, in the district during the ensuing school year
{and the secretary of the board of education shall certify the
amounts so determined upon, if any, and the sums so stated for
interest and debt redemption charges, to the county board of
taxation of the county within 2 days following the date of the
election and the amount or amounts so certified shall be included
in the taxes assessed, levied and collected in the municipality or
municipalities comprising the district for such purposes].
(cf: P.L. 1978, c. 136, s. 12)

8. N.].S. 18A:22-37 is amended to read as follows:

18A:22-37. If the voters reject any of the items submitted at
the annual school election, the board of education shall deliver
the proposed school budget to the governing body of the
municipality, or of each of the municipalities included in the
district within 2 days thereafter. The governing body of the
municipality, or of each of the municipalities, included in the
district shall, after consultation with the board, and [by April 28]
within 10 days, determine the amount which, in the judgment of
said body or bodies, is necessary to be appropriated, for each
item appearing in such budget, to provide a thorough and
efficient system of schools in the districf, and certify to the
county board of taxation the totals of the amount so determined .
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to be necessary for each of the following:

a. Current expenses of schools;
Vocational evening schools or classes;
Evening schools or classes for foreign-born residents;
Appropriations to capital reserve fund; or
Any capital project, the cost whereof is to be paid directly
from taxes, which amounts shall be included in the taxes to be
assessed, levied and collected in such municipality or
municipalities for such purposes.

o a0 o

Within 15 days after the governing body of the municipality or
of each of the municipalities included in the district shall make
such certification to the county board of taxation, the board of
education shall notify such governing body or bodies if it intends
to appeal to the commissioner the amounts which said body or
bodies determined to be necessary to be appropriated for each
item appearing in the proposed school budget.

(cf: P.L. 1983, c. 119, s. 2)

9. N.J.S. 18A:22-38 is amended to read as follows:

18A:22-38. a. If said governing body or bodies shall fail so to
certify any amount, determined by them to be necessary for any

item rejected at the annual school election, or in event that the

governing bodies of the municipalities comprising a school
district, shall certify different amounts, then the commissioner.
shall determine the amount or amounts which in his judgment, are
necessary to be appropriated, for each of the items appearing in
the budget, submitted to such governing body or bodies; to
provide a thorough and efficient system of public schools in the

* district, and certify to the county board of taxation the totals of

the amount so determined to be necessary for each of the
following:

a. Current expenses of schools;
Vocational evening schools or classes;
Evening schools or classes for foreign-born residents;
Appropriations to capital reserve fund; or

o po g

Any capital project, the cost whereof is to be paid directly
from such taxesl; and the amounts so certified shall be included
in the taxes to be assessed, levied and collected in such
municipality or municipalities for such purposes].

b. [f, after the annual school election, the amount finally
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certified as necessary to provide a thorough and efficient

education differs from the amount fixed and determined by the

bqard of education pursuant to N.[.S. 18A:22-32, adjustments in

local tax assessments, apportionment of assessments, and State
aid entitlements shall be made in the school year following the

year for which the budget is certified.
(cf: P.L. 1969, c. 250, s. 3)

10. This act shall take effect on the July 1 next following
enactment. '

STATEMENT

This bill changes the date of the annual school election from
the first Tuesday in April to the first Tuesday in June so that it
will coincide with the date of the primary election.

The bill also provides that the annual school budget will be
fixed and certified by the local or regional board of education.
If, after the annual school election, the amount finally certified
as necessary to provide a thorough and efficient education differs
from the amount fixed and determined by the local or regional
board of education, adjustments in local tax assessments,
apportionment of assessments, and State aid entitlements shall be
made in the school year foilowing the year for which the budget
is certified.

EDUCATION
Elections

Changes the date of the annual school election to the first
Tuesday in June,  and adjusts the school budget process to
conform to that date.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 3533
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED AUGUST 12, 1988
By Assemblywoman COOPER and Assemblyman ROMA

AN ACT concerning absentee voting, amending P.L.1976, c.23,
and amending and supplementing P.L.1953, c.211.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:

1. Section 2 of P.L.1953, ¢.211 (C.19:57-2) is amended to
read as follows:

2. Whenever used in this act, the following terms shall, unless
the context indicates otherwise, be construed to have the
following meanings:

"Absentee ballot” means any military service ballot or
civilian absentee ballot as herein defined.

"Absentee voter” means any person qualified to vote a
military service ballot or a civilian absentee ballot under the
provisions of this act.

"Armed Forces of the United States” means any branch or
department of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast
Guard or Marine Corps.

"Civilian absentee ballot" means a ballot for use by a civilian
absentee voter as prescribed by this act.

"Civilian absentee voter" means any qualified and registered
voter of the State who expects to be absent from the State on
the day of any election and any qualified and registered voter
who will be within the State on the day of any election but
because of illness or physical disability, including blindness or
pregnancy, or because of the observance of a religious holiday
pursuant to the tenets of his religion, or because of resident
attendance at a school, college or university, or because of the
nature and hours of his employment, will be unable to cast his
ballot at the polling place in his election district on the day of
the election. .

"Election,” "general election,” "primary election for the
general election,” "municipal election,” and “special election”

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the
above bi11 is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the Taw.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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shall mean, respectively. such elections as defined in the Title
to which this is a supplement (R.S.19:1-1 et seq.}.

"Family member” means an adult who is a spouse, parent.
child, grandparent, grandchild or sibling of a voter, whether by
adoption or natural relationship. [t shall also include any adult
occupant regularly living with a voter in any residential building
or part of a building intended for the use of no more than one
family.

"Incapacitated absentee voter” means a voter who, due to
incapacity, is unable to complete his ballot. ;

"Military service" means active service by any person. as a
member of any branch or department of the United States.
Army, Navy. Air Force, Coast Guard or Marine Corps. or as a

member of the maritime or merchant marine service, or as a

reservist absent from his place of residence and undergoing
training under Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard or Marine
Corps’ direction, at a place other than that of such person’s
residence.

"Military service voter” means a qualified elector under the
Constitution and the laws of this State who comes within one of
the following categories:

(a) Persons in the military service and their spouses and
dependents.

(b) Patients in a veterans' hospital located in any place other
than the place of their residences who have been in the military
service in any war in which the United States has been engaged
and have been discharged or released from such service.

(c) Civilians attached to or serving with the Armed Forces of
the United States without this State and their spouses and
dependents when residing with or accompanying them,

"Military service ballot” means a ballot for use by a military
service voter as prescribed by this act.

(cf: P.L.1981, c.390, s.1)

2. Section 4 of P.L.1953, c.211 (C.19:57-4) is amended to
read as follows:

4. At any time not less than seven days prior to an election in
which he desires to vote by mail, a civilian absentee voter may
apply to the person designated in section 6 of this act, for a
civilian absentee ballot. Such application or request shall be
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made in writing, shall be signed by the applicant and shall state
his or her place of voting residence and the address to which

~said ballot shall be sent, and the reason for which the ballot is

requested.

Any fnilitary service voter désiring to vote in any election or
any relative or friend of a military service voter who believes
that such voter will desire to vote in any election. may apply to
the person designated in section 6 of this act for a military

service ballot to be sent to such voter. A military service voter

may use a federal postcard application form to apply for a

military service ballot. On any application made by a military

service voter the voter may request a military service ballot for

ail subsequent elections held during the calendar year in which

the request is made: if such a request is made. a military service

ballot shall be sent in a timely manner to the voter for all such

elections.

Any civilian absentee voter who fails to apply within the
7-day time prescribed above may apply in person to the county
clerk for an absentee ballot on any day up to 3 p.m. of the day
before the election.

In the event of sickness or confinement, the qualified voter
may apply in writing for and obtain an absentee ballot by
authorized messenger, who shall be so designated over the
signature of the voter and whose printed name and address shall
appear on the application in the space provided.” The authorized
messenger shall be a family member or a registered voter of the
county in which the application is made and shall place his
signature on the application in the space so provided in the
presence of the county clerk or his designee. The county clerk
or his designee shall authenticate the signature of the
authorized messenger, in the event such a messenger is other
than a family member, by comparing it with the signature of the
said person appearing on a State of New Jersey driver's license,
or other identification issued or recognized as official by the
federal government, the State, or any of its political
subdivisions, which identification carries the full address and
signature of said person. After the signature of the application
and: when .appropriate;. authentication,. the. county-clerk or his.
designee is authorized to deliver to the authorized messenger a
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ballot to be delivered to the qualified voter. The Secretary of
State shall cause to be prepared a standard authorized
messenger application form, which may be included wita the
standard civilian absentee ballot application forms.

A voter who is permanently and totally disabled, and who
states the reason for such disability in a request for an absentee
ballot, shall be furnished an application for an absentee baliot by
the county clerk for all future elections in which the voter shall
be eligible to vote, without further request on the part of the
voter.

(cf: P.L.1981, ¢.390, s.2)

3. Section 7 of P.L.1953, c¢.211 (C.19:57-7) is amended to
read as follows:

7. The county clerk of the county, in the case of any
Statewide or countywide election; the clerk of the municipality.
in the case of any municipal election; the secretary of the board
of education, in the case of any school election; and the
commissioners or other governing or administrative body of the
district, in the case of any election to be held in any fire
district, road district, sewerage district, street lighting district,
water supply district or other special district, other than a
municipality, created for specified public purposes within one or
more municipalities, shall publish or cause to be published the
following notices in substantially the following forms:

NOTICE TO MILITARY SERVICE VOTERS AND TO THEIR
RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

If you are in the military service, including the maritime or

merchant marine service of the United States, or the spouse or

dependent of a person in [military] such service or are a patient
in a veterans' hospital or a civilian attached to or serving with
the Armed Forces of the United States without the State of New
Jersey, or the spouse or dependent of and accompanying or
residing with a civilian attached to or serving with the Armed-
Forces of the United States, and desire to vote, or if you are a
relative or friend of any such person who, you believe, will
desiretovoteinthe............. ... ... ... .. . ...
(municipal. primary, general or other)
electiontobeheldon................... kindly write to
(date of election)
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the undersigned at once making application for a military
service ballot to be voted in said election to be forwarded to
you, stating your name, age, serial number if you are in military
service, home address and the address at which you are
stationed or can be found, or if you desire the military service
ballot for a relative or friend then make application under oath
for a military service ballot to be forwarded to him, stating in
your. application that he is over the age of 18 years and stating
his name, serial number if he is in military service, home
acddress and the address at which he is stationed or can be found.

Military service voters may also apply for a military service

ballot by sending a federal postcard application form to the

undersigned.
On the application for a military service ballot,_ military

service voters may request that a military service ballot be sent

for all subsequent elections held during this calendar year.
(NOTE: MILITARY SERVICE VOTER CLAIMING MILITARY
STATION AS HOME ADDRESS FOR VOTING PURPOSES MAY
NOT USE MILITARY ABSENTEE BALLOT UNLESS
REGISTERED TO VOTE IN THE MUNICIPALITY WHERE SUCH
STATION IS LOCATED.)
Forms of application other than federal postcard application

forms can be obtained from the undersigned.

..............................................

(address of county clerk)

NOTICE TO PERSONS DESIRING CIVILIAN ABSENTEE
BALLOTS

If you are a qualified and registered voter of the State who
expects to be absent outside the Stateon.................

(date of election)
or a qualified and registered voter who will be within the State
on. ... but because of permanent and total dis-
(date of election)

ability, orrbecause -of iilness or-temporary physical disability, or
because of the observance of a religious holiday pursuant to the
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tenets of your religion, or because of resident attendance at a
school, college. or university, or because of the nature and hours -
of employment, will be unable to cast your ballot at the polling
place in your district on said date, and you desire to vote in the .
(municipal, primary, general. or other)
electiontobeheldon................ kindly complete the
(date of election)

application form below and send to the undersigned. or write or
apply in person to the undersigned at once requesting that a
civilian absentee ballot be forwarded to you. Such request must
state your home address, and the address to which said ballot
should be sent. and must be signed with your signature, and state
the reason why you will not be able to vote at your usual polling
place. No civilian absentee ballot will be furnished or forwarded
to any applicant unless request therefor is received not less than
seven days prior to the election, and contains the foregoing
information.

Voters who are permanently and totally disabled shall, after
their initial request and without further action on their pert, be
forwarded an absentee ballot application by the county clerk for
all future elections in which they are eligible to vote.
Application forms may be obtained by applying to the
undersigned either in writing or by telephone, or the application
form provided below may be completed and forwarded to the
undersigned.

...............................................
D I T T T T T T T T S T T,

LI T T T T R T T T T PO

(Telephone No. of county clerk)

APPLICATION FORM FOR CIVILIAN
ABSENTEE BALLOT
(Form to be prepared by the Secretary of State pursuant
to section 17 of [this amendatory and supplementary
‘ act:] PiL.197776.47°(C.19:5724.1).)
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Such notices shall be separately published prior to the 50th
day immediately preceding the bolding of any election.

Notices relating to any Statewide or countywide election shall
be published by the county clerk in at least two néwspapers
published in the cdunty. All other officials charged with the
duty of publishing such notices shall publish the same in at least
one newspaper published in each municipality or district in
which the election is to be held or if no newspaper be published
in said municipality, then in a newspaper published in the county
and circulating in such municipality, municipalities or district.
All such notices shall be display advertisements.

(cf: P.L.1985. ¢.92, s.31)

4. (New section) a. Notwithstanding any provision of the
statutory law to the contrary, any military service voter as
defined in section 2 of P.L.1953, c.211 (C.19:57-2) and overseas
federal election voter as defined in section 2 of P.L.1976, ¢.23
(C.19:59-2) may apply for a special write-in absentee ballot no
earlier than 90 days and no later than 40 days before the date of
an election for electors of President and Vice President of the
United States. members of the United States Senate or members
of the United States House of Representatives.

b. The application for a special write-in absentee ballot may
be made on the federal postcard application form or on a form
prescribed by the Secretary of State.

c. To qualify for a special write-in absentee ballot, the
applicant shall state that he is unable to vote by military service
ballot or by civilian absentee ballot or by an overseas federal
election voter ballot due to the requirements of military service
or due to living in an isolated or extremely remote area of the
world. This statement shall be made on the federal postcard
application form or on the form prepared by the Secretary of
State for that purpose, pursuant to subsection b. of this section.

d. Upon receipt of the application, the-clerk of the county in
which the applicant was formerly domiciled shall issue the
special write-in absentee ballot prescribed by the Secretary of
State. This ballot shall permit the elector to vote by writing a
party preference for each office, the names of specific
candidates for-each office, or-the name of ‘the-person whom- the.

voter prefers for each office.
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e. Any military service voter whose request for a special
write-in ballot is received by the clerk of the county in which
the applicant was formerly domiciled after the 40th day
immediately preceding the holding of an election for electors of
President and Vice President of the United States, members of
the United States Senate or members of the United States House
of Representatives, shall be sent a military service ballot,
pursuant to R.S.19:57-4. A

5. Section 4 of P.L.1976, ¢.23 (C.19:59-4) is amended to read
as follows:

4. Requests for an application to vote in a federal election as
an overseas federal election voter may be made by or on behalf
of an applicant to the county clerk of the county in which the
applicant was formerly domiciled or to the Secretary of State of
New Jersey if the applicant does not know the county of his
former domicile. All such applications shall be forwarded by air
mail to such voters.

To qualify an applicant to be sent a ballot and to vote in an
election fhis}, the applicant's completed application shall be
received by the appropriate county clerk on or before the
(thirtieth] 30th day preceding the election.

(cf: P.L.1978, ¢.130, s.1)

6. Section 12 of P.L.1976, ¢.23 (C.19:59-12) is amended to
read as follows:

12. (A sebarate application shall be made for each federal
election in which an overseas citizen desires to vote.] An
overseas federal election voter may request, on an application

form, an overseas federal election voter ballot for all federal

elections held during the calendar year in which the request is
made. Any instructions sent to an applicant pursuant to section

5 of P.L.1976, c.23 (C.19:59-5) shall inform the applicant that
such a request may be made. If such a request is made, an

overseas federal election voter ballot shall be sent in a timely’

manner to the voter for all such elections.
(cf: P.L.19786, c.23, 5.12)
7. This act shall take effect on January 1st following

enactment.
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STATEMENT

This bill makes certain changes in current law to make it
easier for military service'yoters and overseas federal voters to
apply for and vote in elections in New Jersey.

Specifically, the bill permits military service voters to apply
for a military service absentee ballot for all elections held
during the calendar year in which the request is made by using a
federal postcard application form or a regular application form.
It also provides that overseas federal voters may use one federal
postcard application form or regular application form to apply
for an absentee ballot for all federal elections held during the
calendar year in which the request is made. Further, the bill
allows military service voters and overseas federal eléection
voters to apply for a special write-in absentee ballot no earlier
than 90 days and no later than 40 days before the date of an
election for President or members of the United States Senate
or House of Representatives. To qualify for a spécial write-in
ballot, the applicant shall state that he is unable to vote by
military service ballot, civilian absentee ballot or an overseas
federal election ballot due to the requirements of military
service or due to living in an isolated or remote area of the
world. Lastly, the bill includes active service as a member of
the maritime or merchant marine service of the United States
as military service, thus allowing those members to qualify as
military service voters.

ELECTIONS
Vote Procedures and Ballots

Permits military service and civilian absentee voters to register
and vote in all federal, State, county and municipal elections by
using one federal postcard application form,
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AN ACT revising the statutory law relating to and respecting
elections and establishing a new Title to be known as Title 19A,
Elections, of the New ]ersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the
State of New Jersey:
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Definitions and: Application.
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19A:1-2. Title Applicable to Commission Governed
Municipalities.

19A:1-3. Title Applicable to Charter Elections.

19A:1-4. Title Applicable to Referendum Procedure.

CHAPTER 1
Definitions and Application

19A:1-1. Words and Terms Defined. a. For the purposes of this
entire Title, the following definitions apply:

a. "Election" means the procecdure whereby the electors of this
State or any political subdivision thereof elect persons to fill
public or party office or select candidates to be voted on for
public office, or pass on public questions.

b. "Election official” means any person holding one of the
offices created pursuant to chapter 6 of this Title, and any other
State, county or municipal officer or employee other than
members of the Legislature or the judiciary charged by law with
duties relating to the conduct of elections when said officer or
employee is, or ought to be, engaged in the performance of such
duties.

‘¢. "General election” means the annual election to be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

d. "Primary eiection” means the procedure whereby the
members of a political party in this State or any political
subdivision thereof nominate candidates to be voted for at
general elections, or elect persons to fill party offices, or
delegates and alternates to national conventions.

e. "Municipal election” means an election to be held in and for
a single municipality only, at regular intervals.

f. "Special election’ means an election which is not provided
for by law to be held at stated intervals.

g. "Any election” includes all primary, general, mumicipal and
special elections as defined herein.

h. "Municipality" includes any city, town, borough, village, or
township. ' .

i. "Public office" includes any office in the government of this
State or any of its political subdivisions filled at elections by the
electors of the State or political subdivision.




j. "Public question” includes any question, proposition or
referendum required by the Legislature or governing body of this
State or any of its political subdivisions to be submitted to the
voters of the State or political subdivision for decision at
elections.

k. "Political party" means a party which, at the election held
for all of the members of the General Assembly next preceding
the holding of any primary election held pursuant to this Title,
polled for members of the General Assembly at least 5% of the
total vote cast in this State.

L. "Party office” means the office of delegate or alternate to
the national convention of a political party or member of the
State, county or municipal committees of a political party.

m. "Masculine” includes the feminine, and the masculine
pronoun wherever used in this Title shall be construed to include
the feminine, and neuter, if the reference is to a corporation,
partnership or association. The singular also includes the plural.

n. "Presidential year” means the year in which electors of
president and vice-president of the United States are voted for at
the general election.

. "Election district” means the territory within which or for
wh:ch there is a polling place or room for all voters in the
temtory to cast their ballots at any election.

p. "District board” means the district board of registry and
election in an election district.

gq. "County board” means the county board of elections in a
county. ’

r. "File” or filed" means deposited in the regularly maintained
office of the public official wherever said regularly maintained -
office is designated by statute, ordinance or resolution.

s. The term “allied candidates” means candidates in any
election who are (1) seeking . nomination or eiection (a) to an
office or offices in the same county or municipal government or
school district or (b) to the Legisiature representing in whole or
part the same constituency, (c) as members of the State
committee of the same political party from the same county or
(d) as delegates or alternates to the national convention of the
same political party; and who are (2) either (a) nominees of




the same political party or (b)‘ publicly declared in any manner,
including the seeking or obtaining of any ballot position or
~common ballot slogan, to be aligned or mutually supportive.

-t. The term "allied campaign organization” means any political
committee, any State, county or municipal committee of a
political party or any campaign organization of a candidate
which is in support or furtherance of the same candidate or any
one or more of the same group of allied candidates or the same
public question as any other such committee or organization.

u. The term "candidate” means an individual seeking or having

sought election to a public or party office at a primary, general,
municipal, school or special election.
" v. The terms "contributions” and "expenditures" include all
loans and transfers of money or other thing of value to or by any
candidate, or, committee of a political party or political
information organization, and all pledges or other commitments
or assumptions of liability to make any such transfer; and for
purposes of report required under the provisions of this law shall
be deemed to have been made upon the date when such
commitment is made or liability assumed. A '

w. The term "paid personal services” means personal, clerical,
administrative or professional services of every kind and nature
including, without limitation, public relations, research, legal,
canvassing, telephone, speech writing or other such services,
performed other than on a voluntary basis, the salary, cost or
consideration for which is paid, borne or provided by someone
other than the committee, candidate or organization for whom
such services are rendered. In determining the value, for the
purpose of reports required under this law, of contributions made

~ in the form of paid personal services, the person contributing
such services shall furnish to the campaign treasurer through
whom such contribution is made a statement setting forth the
actual amount of compensation paid by said contributor to the
individuals actually performing said services for the performance
thereof. But if any individual or individuals actually performing
such’ services also performed for the contributor other services
during the same period. and the manner of payment was such that
payment for the services




contributed cannot readily be segregated from contemporary
payment for the other services, the contributor shall in his
statement to the campaign treasurer so state and shall either (1)
set forth his best estimate of the dollar amount of payment to
each such individual which is attributable to the contribution of
his paid personal services, and shall certify the substantial
accuracy of the same, or (2) if unable to determine such amount
with sufficient accuracy, set forth the total compensation paid by
him to each such individual for the period of time during which
‘the services contributed by him were performed. If any
candidate is a holder of public office to whom there is attached
or assigned, by virtue of said office, any aide or axdes whose
services are of a personal or confidential nature in assxstmg him
to carry out the duties of said office, and whose salary or other
compensation is paid in whole or. part out of public funds. the
services of such aid or aides which are paid for out of public
funds shall be for public purposes only; but they may contribute
their personal services, on a voluntary basis, to such candidate
for election campaign purposes. ' '

x. The term "public solicitation" means any activity by or on
behalf of any candidate, State, county or municipal party
committee, whereby either (1) members of the general public are
~ personally solicited for cash contributions not exceeding $10.00
from each person so solicited and contributed on the spot by the
person so solicited to a person so soliciting or through a
receptacle provided for the purpose of depositing contributions,
~or (2) members of the general public are personally solicited for
the purchase of items having some tangible value as merchandise,
at a price not exceeding $10.00 per item, which price is paid on
the spot in cash by the person so solicited to the person so
soliciting, when the net proceeds of such solicitation are to be
used by or on behalf of such candidate, or party committee.

y. The term "testimonial affair" means an affair of any kind or
nature including, without limitation, cocktail parties, breakfasts,
luncheons, dinners, dances, picnics or similar affairs directly or
indirectly intended to raid campaign funds in behalf of a person
who holds, or who is or was a candidate for nomination or
election ’ to a
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public office in this State, or directly or indirectly intended to
raise funds in behalf of any State, county or municipal committee
of a political party.

2. The term "other thing of value” means any item or real or
personal property, tangible or intangible, but shall not be deemed
to include personal services other than paid personal services.

aa. "Automatic tabulating equipment” includes apparatus
which automatically examines and counts votes recorded on
ballot cards. and tabulates the results. :

bb. "Ballot” means the printed card, label or other similar
device or contrivance which is furnished for use with a voting
system bearing the names of candidates and statements of public
questions, and used in conjunction with such system in order to
enabie the voter to register upon such system his vote with
respect to any such candidate or question. The term shall also
include any ‘absentee or presidential ballot drawn up in
accordance with applicable provisions of this Title, whether or
not the tabulation and counting of such ballot is to be
accomplished in conjunction with a voting system or by hand. .

cc. "Ballot card" means a tabulating card on which votes may
be recorded.

dd. "Ballot labels” means the pages, cards, or other material
containing the names of offices and candidates and the
statements of measures to be voted on, which are placed on the
voting device. .

ee. "Official ballot" means printed strips of cardboard or paper
containing the names of the candidates nominated and a
statement of the question or questions submitted.

ff. "Write-in vote” means a vote cast for a person whose name
does not appear on the ballots. .

gg. "Counting center” means one or more locations selected by
each of the county boards of elections for the automatic counting
of ballots.

hh. "Voting system" means a system designed and approved in
accordance with the provisions of Chapters 32 and 35A of this
Title. )

ii. "Electronic voting system' means a system in which votes
are recorded on ballot cards, and such votes are subsequently
counted and tabulated by automatic tabulating equipment at one
or.more counting centers. '

ij. "Voting device” means an apparatus which the voter uses to
record his votes on a tabulating card.
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kk. "Voting system custodian” means the person who shall have
charge of preparing and arranging a voting system for an election.

11. "Absentee ballot” means any military service ballot or
civilian absentee ballot as provided for in chapter 36 of this Title.

mm. "Absentee voter" means any person qualified to vote a
military service ballot or a civilian absentee ballot.

nn. "Armed Forces of the United States” means any branch or
department of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast
Guard or Marine Corps.

oo. "Civilian absentee ballot” means a ballot for use by a
civilian absentee voter as prescribed by chapter 36 of this Title.

pp. "Civilian absentee voter" means any qualified and
registered voter of the State who expects to be absent from the
State on the day of any election and any qualified and registered
voter who will be within the State on.the:day of election, but
‘because of illness or physical disability, including blindness or
pregnancy, or because of the observance of a religious holiday
pursuant to the tenets of his religion, or because of resident
attendance of a school, college or university, or, because of the
nature and hours of his employment, will be unable to cast his
ballot at the polling place in his election district on the day of
election. '

qq. "Military service” means active service by any person, as a
member of any branch or department of the United States Army,
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard or Marine Corps, or as a reservist
absent from his place of residence and undergoing training under
Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard or Marine Corps.direction,
at a place other than that of such person's residence.

rr. "Military service voter" means a qualified elector under the
Constitution and laws of this State which comes within one of the
following categories: :

(1) Persons in the military service and their spouses and
dependents.

(2) Patients in a veterans hospital located in any place other
than the place of their residence who have been in the military
service in any war in which the United States has been engaged
and have been discharged or released from such service.

(3) Civilians attached to or serving with the Armed Forces of
the United States without this State and their spouses. and.
dependents when residing with or accompanying them.
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ss. "Removed resident” means a pérson, whd ans formerly a
resident of one of the counties of this State but who has, or shall
have, rerhoved to another state, the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands or to another county within this
State, who has registered as a voter in the county of his former
residence in this State at the time of his removal therefrom, and
who by reason of an insufficient period of residence in the state
or the county, to which he has or shall have removed, will not be
able to qualify to vote at a Presidential Election to be held in
such state or county or elsewhere, except as he may be qualified
to vote in this State, or in such other county of this State, for the
election of electors for President and Vice-President of the
United States.

tt. "Removed to a foreign country for a temporary period"
means a removed resident presently residing in a foreign <ountry
who has no intention of establishing a domicile or permarient
residence in such foreign country but who has no actual place of
residence in this State.

uu. "Presidential election” means an election to be held for the
election of electors. for President and Vice President of the
United States.

vv. "Presidential ballot" means the ballot to be cast at a
presidential election pursuant to chapter 37 of this Title.

ww. "Federal election” means any general, special or primary
held for the purpose of nominating or electing any candidate for
the office of President or Vice President of the United States, -
Presidential elector, United States Senator or member of the
United States House of Representatives. '

xx. "Overseas Federal election voter" means any citizen of the '
United States residing abroad who (1) immediately prior to his
departure from the United States was domiciled in New Jersey
and had all the qualifications to register and vote in New Jersey
other than having attained 18 years of age if he has since
attained that age, (2) does not maintain a residence and is not
registered or qualified to vote in New Jersey or elsewhere in the

'United States, and (3) holds a valid passport or card of identity
and registration issued under authority of the Secretary of State
of the United States.

yy. "Residing abroad" means residing outside the United States.
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zz. "United States” rﬁeans each of the several states, the
District of Columbia, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam and
the Virgin Islands; the term does not mean or include American
Samoa, the Canal Zone or any other territory or possession of the
United States. L
Source: R.S. 19:1-1 amended 9147, c.168, s.1: 1948, c.438, s.1:
1865, ¢.213; C.19:44A-3 (1973, c.83, s.3 amended 1974, c.26, s.1);
R.S.19:47-1; C.19:53A-1 (1973, C.82, s.1); C.19:57-2 (1953, c.211,
s.2 amended 1957, c.202, s.1; 4958, c.76; 1959, c.153, s.1: 1960,
c.140; 1983, c.22, s.1; 1968, c.238, s.1; 1970, ¢.307, s.1: 1977,
c.47, s.1) C.19:58-2 (1964, c.134, s.2 amended 1972, c.30, s.1;
1976, c.24, s.1); C.19:59-2 (1976, c.23, s.2).

19A:1-2. Title Applicable to Commission Governed
Municipalities. This Title shall only apply to elections held in
municipalities under- the- provision of subtitle 4.of the. title
Municipalities and Counties (R.S. 40:70-1 et seq.) only in so far as-
the provisions of this Title are not inconsistent therewith.
Source: R.S. 19:1-2. '

19A:1-3. Title Applicable to Charter Elections. This Title
shall apply to elections authorized by charter to be held in
certain municipalities only in so far as the provisions hereof are
not inconsistent with the provisions of the laws authorizing such
elections and the laws amendatory thereof and supplemental
thereto.
Source: R.S. 19:1-3.

19A:1-4. Title Applicable to Referendum Procedure. Except
as in this Title otherwise provided, the provisions for the election
_of public and party offices shall also apply to the determination

of public questions so far as may be. :
Source: R.S. 19:1-4.

CHAPTER 2
Time for Holding
Section
i9A:2-1. Primary for Delegates and Alternates to

National Convention.
19A:2-2. General and Special Elections.
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19A:2-1. Primary for Delegates and Alternates to National
Convention. Primary elections for delegates and alternates to
national conventions of political parties and for the general
election shall be held in each year on the Tuesday next after the
first Monday in June, between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 8:00
P.M. Primary elections for special elections shall be held not
earlier than 30 nor later than 20 days prior to the special
elections.
Source: R.S. 19:2-1 amended 1948, c.2, s.1; 1965, ¢.4, s.1; 1966,
c.19, s.1; 1967, c.7, s.1; 1967, ¢.286, s.1; 1968, c.292, s.1.

19A:2-2. General and Special Elections. The general election
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in
November in each year between the hours of 7:00 A.M, and 8:00
P.M. Special -elections shall be held on the days hereinafter
provided for the purpose in this Title or in any other statute
relative thereto. ‘
Source: R.S. 19:2-3.

CHAPTER 3
Offices and Public Questions
ARTICLE 1. General Provisions

Section

19A:3-1. Public Offices Filled and Public Questions
Decided at General and Special Elections;
Vacancies.

19A:3-2. Delegates and Alternates to National
Conventions and Committee Members chosen at
Primary Election.

19A:3-3. Basis of Election to Office.

19A:3-4. Holding Incompatible Offices.

19A:3-5. Form of Public Questions.

ARTICLE 1. General Provisions

19A:3-1. Public Offices Filled and Public Questions Decided at
General.. and. Special Elections: Vacancies. All elective public.
offices. in this State or any of its political subdivisions, except
such as are provided by
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law to be filled at special or municipal elections, shall be filled at
the general elections as hereinafter provided: All vacancies in
public offices to be filled by election, except such as are provided
by law to be filled at special or municipal elections, shall be
filled at the general elections. All public questions to be voted
upon by the people of the entire State and all other public
questions, except such as are provided by law to be decided at
any other elections, shall be voted upon and decided at the
general elections.
Source: R.S. 19:3-2 amended 1948, c.438, s.2.

19A:3-2. Delegates and Altermates to National Conventions
and Committee Members Chosen at Primary Election. Delegates
and alternates to the national conventions of the political parties
shall be elected at the primary election to be held on the Tuesday
next after the first Monday in June in that year. The members of
State, county and municipal committees of the political parties
'shall be chosen at the primary for the general election as
hereinafter provided. :
Source: R.S. 19:3-3 amended 1948, c.2, s.2; 1965, c.4, s.2; 1974,
c.9, s.1; 1978, c.26, s.1. ‘ )

19A:3-3. Basis of Election to Office. At any election the
person or persons who shall by law be qualifiéd for the office or
offices to be filled at such election, and for whom the greatest
number of votes shall have been given therein for such office or
offices, shall be deemed and taken to be elected, or, in the case
of primary elections, nominated, except as provided for in the
Optional Municipal Charter Law (P.L. 1950, c.210; c.4069A-1 et
seq.) and in N.].S. 19A:13-14 of this Title.
Source: R.S. 19:3-4.

19A:3-4. Holding Incompatible Offices. No person shall hold
at the same time more than one of the following offices: elector
of President and Vice President of the United States, member of
the United States Senate, member of the House of
Representatives of the United States, Governor, member of the
Senate or of the General Assembly of this State, any elected
county office, including but not limited to, county executive,
county supervisor, chosen freeholder, county clerk, register,
surrogate, sheriff, any elected municipal office, or school board
member.
Source: R.S. 19:3-5 amended 1971, ¢.2, s.9.
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19A:3-5. Form of Public Questions. Any public question voted
upon at an election shall be presented in simple language that can
be easily understood by the voter. The printed phrasing of said
question on the ballots shall clearly set forth the true purpose of
the matter being voted upon. Where the question concerns any
~ amendment to the State Constitution, or any law or statute or
other legal titles of any nature, the printed phrasing on the
ballots shall include a brief statement interpreting same. In the
event that in any statute the public question to be voted upon is

so stated as not clearly to set forth the true purpose of the
 matter being voted upon and no provision is made in said statute
for presenting the same in simple language or printing upon the
ballots a brief statement interpreting the same, there may be
added on the ballots to be used in voting upon the question, a
brief statement interpreting the same and setting forth the true
purpose of the matter being voted upon in addition to the
statement of the public question requiréd by the statute itself.

Such public questioh, when duly voted upon at an election, shall
be deemed to approved when that percentage of the legal voters
of the State or any subdivision thereof as required by the statute
authorizing the proposal of such public question shall vote in
favor of its adoption. _

For the purpose of this Title it is hereby declared that the
intent and meaning in any such statute of the words "legal
voters" are persons entitled to vote, and who do vote, at the time
and in the manner prescribed in and by such statute upon the
publiclquestion submitted; and for the purpose of ascertaining
what is the percentage of the legal voters of any district defined
in such statute, upon the public question therein directed to be
submitted, the persons who do not vote at such election, the
persons who do not vote upon the public question and the persons
whose votes may be declared invalid, shall not be estimated,
~ counted or considered.

Source: R.S.19:3-6 amended 1938, c.308; 1941, ¢.170.

New Jersev State Library
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CHAPTER 4
The Electorate
ARTICLE 1. Right of Franchise

Section . v

19A:4-1. Persons Not Having Right of Suffrage; Right to
Register.

19A:4-2. Arrest Under Civil Process on Election Day.

ARTICLE 2. Residence

19A:4-3. Voting Residence Defined.
19A:4-4. Voters Having More Than One Place of Residence;
Authority to File Statement.

19A:4-5. Form and Contents of Statement.

19A:4-8. Statement Filed.

19A:4-7. Filing Subsequent Statement of Domicile.

19A:4-8. Prima Facet Evidence of Domicile; Registering;
Additional Data Furnished.

19A:4-9. Construction.

ARTICLE 3. Election Districts

_ 19A:4-10. Election Districis; How Constituted.

19A:4-11. Number of Voters in District Using One Voting-
System. .

"19A:4-12. Number of Voters in District Using Two or More
Voting Systems.

19A:4-13. Readjustment of Boundaries of Election
Districts. ‘

19A:4-14. Readjustment of Boxmdan&s of Electmn Districts

Without Regard to Number of Votexs

19A:4-15. Election Districts; When Divided or Changes
Made.

19A:4-16. Readjusted Districts Recorded

19A:4-17. Commission on.Elections, Serve as Liaison With
Other Agencies..

ARTICLE 1. Right-of Franchise:

" 19Af4-i. “Persons Not Having Right of Suffrage; Right to
Reg_is;ter.
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a. Every person possessing the qualifications required by
Article 00, paragraph 3, of the Constitution of the State of New
Jersey and having none of the disqualifications hereinafter stated
and being duly registered as required by this Title shall have the
right of suffrage and shall be entitled to vote in the polling place
assigned to the election district in which he actually resides, and
not elsewhere. ’

b. No person shall have the right of suffrage: -

(1) Who has been adjudged mentally incompetent; or ,

(2) Who has been or shall be convicted of a violation of any of
the provisions of this Title, for which criminal penalties were
imposed, if such person was deprived of such right as part of the
punishment therefor according to law unless pardoned or restored
by law to the right of suffrage; or

(3) Who is serving a sentence or is on parole or probation as the
result of a conviction of any indictable offense under the laws of
this or another State or of the United States.

c. A person who will have on the day of the next general
election the qualifications to entitle him to vote shall have the
right to be registered for and vote at such general election and
register: for and vote at any e_lection- intervening between such
date of registration and such generai election, if he shall be a
citizen of the United States and shall meet the age and residence
requirements prescribed by the Constitution of this State and the
laws of the United States when such intervening election is held,
as though such qualifications were met before registration.
Source: R.S.19:4-1 amended 1948, c.438, s.3; 1955, c.158; 1957,
€.205; 1959, c.127, s.1; 1964, ¢.7, s.1; 1971, ¢.280.

19A:4-2. Arrest Under Civil Process on Election Day. No
person who shall have a right to vote at any election shall be
arrested by virtue of any civil process on the day on which such
election shall be held.

Source: R.S. 19:4-4.

ARTICLE 2. Residence

19A:4-3. Voting Residence Defined. The residence of a person
for the purpose of registering to vote and voting
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is that place in which his habitation is fixed and to which,
whenever he is absent, he has the intention to return.

A change of voting residence is made only by the act of
removal joined with the pre,senf intent to permanently remain in
another place. There can be only one voting residence at any one
time. T

A person does not lose his voting residence if he leaves his
home and goes to another county, state or place in this State for
temporary purposes only and with the intent of returning.

A person does not gain a voting residence in a place to which
he comes for temporary purposes.

A person loses his voting residence in this State if he votes in
another state's election, either in person or by absentee ballot,
and will not be eligible to vote in this State until he again
qualifies pursuant to N.].S. 19A:4-1.

No person may be considered to have gained a voting residence
solely by reason of his presence, nor may be lose it solely by his
absence, while in the civil or military service of this State or of
the United States, or by marriage to a person engaged in such
civil or military service, while a student at an institution of
learning, while in a public or privately-operated hospital,
institution or nursing home, while confined in prison, or while
engaged in the navigation of waters of the State or of the United
States or of the high seas.

Among those factors which shall, where applicable; be sworn to .
by any person for consideration in determining his voting -
residence are the following: type of owned or rented living
accommodations (including terms, duration and renewability of
any lease or occupancy arrangement); marital status; draft
registration; motor vehicle registration; driver's license; jury
duty records showing home address within said district;
membership or activity in civil clubs- and social organizations;
attachment to labor market of said district; place of last
registration, if any; the address, or residence, if any, given by
said applicant in connection with his application for admission to
an institution of learning, public or privately-operated hospital,
institution or nursing home; and such other pertinent facts or
circumstance which the election official taking such registration
shall consider necessary to discharge his duty pursuant to law.
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The election official to whom the application for registration is
made shall, wherever possible, inform the applicant at once and
in no event later than seven days whether the applicant shall be
registered. The effective date of registration of applicants shall
be the date upon which the application for registration is made.
The application and the decision of the election official to whom
the application is made may be reviewed by the county board of
elections for the county in which application is made. An appeal
by the applicant from the decision of said county board of
elections shall be in a summary manner to the assignment judge
of the Superior Court of the county in which the application is
made, or his designee.

Source: New.

19A:4-4. Voters Having More Than One Place of Residence;
Authority to File Statement. Any person entitled to vote in this
State and who has more than one place of residence may file a
statement as hereinafter provided.

Source: C.19:4-4.1 (1960, c.195, s.1)

19A:4-5. Form and Contents of Statement. The statement
shall be in writing, in such form as the Commission on Elections
may prescribe from time to time, and shall be sworn to under
oath, or affirmed, by the person named therein. Every such
statement shall set forth facts showing the affiant's
qualifications as a voter, a description of the places where he
previously resided and the dates thereof, a description of the
places where he resides, the names and all residences of the
members of his immediate family or household who are of voting
age with indication of the residence at which each is domiciled
for voting, and a statement of the place of residence where he
intends his domicile to be.

Source: C.19:4-4.2 (1960, c.195; s.2).

19A:4-8. Statement Filed. The statement shall be furnished
by and filed with the election official whose jurisdiction
embraces the indicated domicile of the affiant and with whom
voters are required to register or re-register.

Source: C.19:4-4.3 (1960, c.195, s.3).

19A:4-7. Filing Subsequent Statement of Domicile. Any
person who files a statement under 19A:4-6 shall be required, as
a condition to any subsequent  change of
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domiciie within this State, to file a like statement with the
election official who received the previous statement and with
the election official whose jurisdiction embraces the newly
designated domicile.
Source: C.19:4-4.4 (1960, c.196, s.4).
19A:4-8. Prima Facie Evidence of domicile; Registering;
Additional Data Furnished. A statement satisfying the

requirements of this Title shall be prima facie evidence that the
» place of residence in this State identified therein is the domicile
of the affiant. In the absence of evidence contrary thereto
appearing either in said statement or otherwise, the affiant shall
be entitled to register or re-register within the voting district
where such domicile is. located, provided he possesses all other
qualifications entitling hiln to do so. Any election official with
whom such statement is filed is hereby empowered to. conduct
such investigation and to require the affiant to furnish additional
data or information relating to his identified domicile, as he may
consider necessary to discharge his duty pursuant to law.
Source: C.19:4-4.5 (1960, ¢.195, s.5).

19A:4-9. Construction. This article shall be deemed remedial
and shall be construed in such manner as to assist the affiant to
establish his lawful right to vote in his voting district in advance
of casting his vote and to enforce such right, pursuant to law.
Source: C.19:4-4.6 (1960, c.195, s.6).

ARTICLE 3. Election Districts

19A:4-10. Election Districts: How Constituted. As nearly as
practicable, each election district shall be composed of
contiguous and compact areas having clearly definable boundaries
and shall be contained whoily within only one ward, only one
municipality, only one county freeholder district, only one State -
legislative district, only one United States Congressional district,
and only one other district from which any public official is
elected. The election districts within each municipality shall be
numbered consecutively. _
Source: C.19:4-10 (1976, c.83, s.1). .

19A:4-11. Number of Voters in District Using One Voting
System. Subject to the provisions of law as to redistricting, each
election district in  which only one
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voting machine or four electronic system voting devices are used
shall contain no more than 750 voters, except an election district
in which there is located a public or private institution where
persons entitled to vote may reside, and in such district the
number of voters shall be as near to 750 as is practicable.

Source: C.19:4-11 (1976, c.83, s.2).

19A:4-12, Number of Voters in District Using Two or More
Voting Systems. Each district in which two voting machines or
five electronic system voting devices are to be used shal} contain,
as nearly as is practicable, 1,000 voters, and each district in
which three voting machines or eight electronic system voting
devices are to be used shall contain, as nearly as is practicable,
1,500 voters.

Nothing herein shall preve}xt any election district from
containing a-less number of voters than above, if necessary for
the convenience of the voters.

In a district where more than two voting machines or five
electronic system voting devices are to be used, two additional
members of the district board, who shall be of opposite political
parties, shall be appointed for each additional voting machine or
system.

Source: C.19:4-12 (1976, c.83, s.3).

19A:4-13. Readjustment of Boundaries of Election Districts.
When in any two consecutive general elections in an election
district than 750 or less than 250 votes shall have been cast, the
county board shall readjust the boundary lines of such election
district and other election districts necessary to effect changes
so that none of the election districts affected shall have more
than 750 registered voters, and for this purpose shall have power
to consolidate any number of districts and subdivide the same.
Source: C.19:4-13 (1976, c.83, s.4).

19A:4-14. Readjustment of Boundaries of Election Districts
‘Without Regard to Number of Voters. Where it appears that
serious inconveniences has been caused the voters by the size or
shape of an election district, or that certain districts contain an
unreasonably large or small number of voters in comparison with
other districts, or that a change is necessary because of a change
in ward lines, the county board may revise or readjust the
election districts in the municipality, without regard to whether a
readjustment is authorized by N.].S. 19A:4-11 or 19A:4-12.
Source: . C.19:4-14 {1976, c.83, s.5).
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19A:4-15. Election Districts; When Divided or Changes Made.
a. No county board shall make division of an election district in
any year in the period commencing 75 days before the primary
election and the day of the general election.

b. To facilitate the use of Federal decennial census
populations for apportionment and redistricting purposes and
notwithstanding the provisions of this or any other law, no
election districts shall, except with the prior approval of the
Commission on Elections, be created, abolished, divided or
consolidate between January 1 of .any year whose last digit is
seven and December 1 of any year whose last digit is 0. ‘
Source: C.19:4-15 (1976, c.83, s.6).

19A:4-16. Readjusted Districts Recorded. The county board
shall cause to have prepared and shall maintain an up-to-date
suitable map of the county and of each constituent munii:ipa‘lity
clearly delineating the geographical boundaries or each election
district contained therein and of the ward, legislative, freeholder,
Congressional or other district or part thereof, in which each
election district is contained. A word description of such
geographical boundaries shall be attached to each such map.

The county board shall file copies of such maps and
descriptions in the following manner: three copies to the
Commission on Elections, -one copy to the county board of
elections, and one copy to the clerk of each affected
municipality. Within 30 days of any the county board shall file
revised maps and accompanying revised descriptions in the same
manner.

Said maps and descriptions shall be public records and shall be
available for inspection by the public in the offices of the
Commission on Elections, county board of elections and mumicipal
clerks during normal office hours. Copies shall be made available
to the public for a fee necessary to cover the cost of
reproduction. S

In order to effectuate the purposes of this law, the Commission
on Elections shall establish such rules and regulations governing
the preparation, maintenance, distribution and filing of said maps
and descriptions as he deems necessary or desirable.

Source: C.19:4-16 (1978, c.83, s.7).
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19A:4-17. Commission on Elections, Serve as Liaison With
Other Agencies. The Commission on Elections shall serve as the
State liaison with the Bureau of the Census, United States
Department of Commerce, on matters relating to the preparation
of maps and the tabulation of the population for election purposes.
Source: C.19:4-17 (1976, c.83, s.8). ~

CHAPTER 5
Party Organizations
 ARTICLE 1. General Provisions

Section
19A:5-1. Powers of ‘and Restrictions Upon Political
Parties; Party Columns on Official Ballot.

ARTICLE 2. Municipal, County and State Committees
and National Committees

19A:5-2. Membership and Organization of Municipal
Committees. .

19A:5-3. Vacancies in Municipal Committees; Vacancies
in the Position of Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

19A:5-4. Membership of and General Regulations Pertaining
to County Committees. o

19A:5.5. Organization of County Committees.

19A:5-8. Vacancies in County Committees; Vacancies in
the Position of Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

19A:5-7. Endorsements in Primary Elections by County
Committees.

19A:5-8. Membership and Organization of State
Committees.

19A:5-9. Vacancies in State Committees.

19A:5-10. National C‘ommittees:‘Selection; Term of Office:
Vacancies.
19A:5-11. Maintenance of Party Organization.

ARTICLE 3.. State.Conventions..
19A:5-12. Annual Convention and Membership.

19A:5-13. Tirne and Place of Annual Convention; Platforms;
Resolutions Committee; Adjournments.
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ARTICLE 1. General Provisions -

19A:5-1. Powers of and Restrictions Upon Political Parties;
- Party Columns on Official Ballot. A political party as defined in
this Title may nominate candidates for public office at primary
elections provided for in this Title, elect committees for the -
party within the State, county or municipality, as the case may
be, and in every other respect may exercise the rights and shall
be subject to the restrictions herein provided for political parties;
except that no political group or organization which fails to poll
at the primary election for the general election at least 5% of
the votes cast in the State for members of the General Assembly
at the preceding general election, held for the election of all
members of the General Assembly, shall. be entitled. to have a
party column on the official ballot at the general election for
which the primary election has been held.

In the case of any political party as defined in this statute, the
names of the candidates so nominated at the primary election
shall be printed in the column or columns designated "Nomination
by Petition" on the official under the respective title of office
for which the nominations have been made, followed by the
designation of the political party of which the candidates are
members.

Source: R.S. 19:5-1 amended 1948, c.438, s.4.

ARTICLE 2. Municipal, County and State Committees
and National Committees

19A:5-2. Membership and Organization of Municipal
Committees. The members of the municipal committees of a
political party shall consist of the elected membaers of the county
committee resident in the respective mumicipalities. - The
members of the municipal committee shall take office on the
first Saturday foilowing their election as members of the county
committee, on which day the terms of all- members of such
committees theretofore elected shall terminate. The
organization meeting of each municipal committee shall be on
the first Monday following the prirnary election for the general
election in odd-numbered years, at an hour and place to be
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designated in a notice to be given by the chairman of the
outgoing municipal committee to each member-elect at which
organization meeting the members of each committee shall elect
some person as chairman to hold office for two years or until his
successor is elected. The members shall also elect a
vice-chairman of the opposite sex of the chairman to hold office
for two years or until his or her successor is elected and the
vice-chairman shall perform all duties required of him or her by
law and in the constitution and bylaws of ‘such committee. No
person appointed to the municipal committee between the
primary election preceding the organization meeting and the
organization meeting shall be permitted to vote for the chairman
or vice-chairman. The term of office for the municipal chairman
shall be from the first Monday following the primary election
until the: First Monday following the next primary election for
members of the General Assembly. If the office of municipal
chairman remains vacant for 30 days, the county chairman shall
appoint a municipal chairman, effective immediately. The
municipal committee shall adopt, within one month of its
organization meeting, a constitution and bylaws, and shall
forthwith file a certified copy of said constitution and bylaws
with the Commission on Elections. The committee shall likewise
adopt and file rules of procedure for the conduct of its meetings,
which rules may be adopted by reference to any standard manual
of parliamentary procedure, in whole or part. Cushing's Manual
and CuShing's Law and Practice of Legislative Assemblies shall
in all cases,. when not in cqnﬂict with rules adopted pursuant to
this section, or with any provisions of law governing the conduct
of committee meetings, be considered and held as standard
authority. The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the
committee and shall perform all duties required of him by law
and by the constitution and bylaws of such committee. No "unit
rule" or "proxy" voting shall be permitted at municipal
committee meetings; all voting for the selection of committee
officers shall be by secret ballot.
Source: R.S. 19:5-2. .

19A:5-3. Vacancies in Municipal Committees: Vacancies in
the Position of Chairman and Vice-Chairman. A member of a
municipal committee of a ' pol.itical party may resign
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his office to the committee of which he is a member, and upon
acceptance thereof by~_the committee a vacancy shall exist. A
vacancy in the office of a member of a municipal committee of
any political party, howsoever caused, shall be filled for the
unexpired term by majority vote of the remaining members of the
committee at a dﬁly called meeting in the municipality in which
the vacancy occurs. Should a vacancy occur in the municipal
chairman's or vice-chairman's office, only those committee
members holding office as of -the day before the date such
vacancy occurs shall be permitted to vote for the successor
municipal chairman or vice-chairman. '
Source: R.S. 19:5-2.

19A:5-4. Membership of and General Regulations Pertaining to
County Committees. The members of the county committee of a
political party-shall be-elected every 2 years in odd-numbered
years at the primary for the general election in said years in the
manner provided in this Title for the selection of party
candidates to be voted for at the general election by voters of a
municipality. The county committee shall consist of one male
and one female member from each election district in the
county. The male receiving the highest number of votes among
the female candidates shall be declared elected; provided,
however, that no person shall be elected to a county committee
who does not fulfill the requirements for voting in that political
party§ primary election, as said requirements are set forth in
N.J.S. 19A:15-18. Members of the county committee shall
actually rem‘de in the districts which they respectively represent.
The county committee shail adopt, within one month of its
organization meeting, a constitution and bylaws, and shall
forthwith file a certified copy of said constitution and bylaws
with the Commission on Elections. The committee shall likewise
adopt and file ruies of procedure for the conduct of its meetings,
which rules may be adopted by reference to any standard manual
of parliamentary procedure, in whole or part. Cushing's Manual
- and Cushing's Law and Practice of Legislative Assemblies shall
in all cases, when not in conflict with rules adopted pursuant to
this section or with any provisions of law governing the conduct
of committee meetings, be considered as standard authority.
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No "unit rule” or "proxy" voting shall be permitted at county
committee meetings; all voting for the selection of committee
officers shall be by secret ballot.

Source: R.S. 19:5-3 amended 1948, c.2, s.4; 1955, c.236; 1964,
c.23; 1965, c.4, s.3; 1966, c.19, s.2; 1967, c.7, s.2; 1967, c.26, s.2;
1968, ¢.292, s.2.

19A:5-5. Organization of County Committees. The members
of the county committee of a political party shall take office on
the first Saturday following their election, on which day the
terms of all members of such committee theretofore elected
shall terminate. The organization meeting of each county
committee shall be held on the first Tuesday following the
primary election in odd-numbered years, except that when such
meeting day falls on a legal holiday then the said meeting shall be
held on the day following, at an hour and place to be designated
in a notice in wﬁting to be mailed by the chairman of ‘the
outgoing county committee to each member-elect. At each
organization meeting of each county committee, the members of
each committee shall elect some person as chairman to hold
office for 2 years commencing on that day of his election, and
ending on the day his successor is elected. The members shall
also elect a vice-chairman of the opposite sex of the chairman to
hold office for 2 years or until his or her successor is elected.
The vice-chainqan shall perform all duties required of him or her
by law and the constitution and bylaws of such committee. No
person appointed to the county committee between the primary
election preceding the organization meeting and the organization
meeting shall be permitted to vote for the chairman or
vice-chairman. The chairman shall preside at all meetings of the
committee and shall perform all duties required of him by law
and the constitution and bylaws of such committee.

No meetings of the county committee, except meetings the
date whereof is specified by law or which are held at regular
intervals pursuant to rule or bylaw adopted and filed pursuant to
N.].S. 19A:5-4; and no election to fill a vacancy in the
membership of the committee shall take place at any meeting
unless notice of such election shall have been given either in the
course of a preceding meeting or by written notice to all
members at least 7 days prior to such election.
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Source: R.S. 19:5-3 amended 1948, c.2, s.4; 1955, ¢.236; 1864,
c.23; 1965, c.4, s.3; 1966, c.19, s.2; 1967, ¢.7, s.2; 1967, c.26, s.2;
1968, ¢.292, s.2.

19A:5-6. Vacancies in County Committees; Vacancies in the
Position of Chairman and Vice-Chairman. A member of the
county committee of a political party may resign his office to the
committee of which he is a member, and upon acceptance thereof
by the committee, a vacancy shall exist. A vacancy in the office
of a member of the county committee of a political party caused
by death, resignation, failure to elect or otherwise; shall be filled
for the unexpired term by the majority vote of the municipal
committee of the munmicipality wherein the vacancy occurs, if
there is such committee. ’

No county committee vacancy shall be filled by any person who
does not fulfill the requirements for voting in that political
party'é primary election, as said requirements are set forth in
N.].S. 19A:15-18 or who does not actually reside in the district in
which the vacancy occurs. Should a vacancy occur in the county
chairman's or vice-chairman's office, only those committee
people holding office as of the day before the date such vacancy
occurs shall be permitted to vote for the successor county
chairman, or vice-chairman. o
Source: R.S. 19:5-3 amended 1948, c.2, s.4; 1955, c.236; 1964,
c.23; 1965, c.4, 5.3; 1968, C.19, s. 2; 1967, C.7, 5.2; 1967, C.26, 5.2;
1968, ¢c.292, s.2.

19A:5-7. Endorsements in Primary Elections by County
Committees. Between 30 and 60 days before the primary
election each year, the county committee shall meet, at a time

.and-place to be announced on 7 days written notice from the
county chairman, to consider whether the county committee shail
endorse candidates in the ensuing primary election for the
general election. No endorsement shall be made unless a quorum
of the county committee or of those members entitled to vote
upon the endorsement of any candidates for office to be elected
by the voters of a district comprising less than the entire county.
The constitution or bylaws of the coﬁnty committee shall specify
whether the voting upon such endorsements shall be by open or
secret ballot is present, said quorum to be defined in the
constitution and bylaws of said committee, but in no event less
than 25% of the members of the county committee. Candidates
for: the:: following ..
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positions, who have received the highest number of votes in
excess of 50% the county committee members present and
voting, shall be deemed to have been endorsed by the party:
Governor, U.S. Senate, House of Representatives, delegates to.
the Presidential conventions, State Senate, General Assembly,
any elected county officials, including, but not limited to, county
-executive, county supervisor,. freeholder, county clerk, register,
surrogate, sheriff, any elected municipal office, State
committee, provided, however, that if any of said offices should
be voted for by voters of a district comprising less than the
entire county, then the quorum shall consist of only those
members of the county committee from said district, and only
those members of the county committee representing said
district may vote to endorse said candidates, and provided
further, however, that any candidate who.received 15% of the
vote of the members present and voting of the county committee,
or portion of the county committee representing that district,
shall be entitled to have his name on the same line or in the same
column as the endorsed candidate. At such meeting,; it shall be in
- order for any member of the county committee who is eligible to
vote upon the endorsement of a candidate for any of the offices
above enumerated to move the endorsement of any individual
candidate for such office. It shall also be in order for any such
member to move that no endorsement for such office by made.
Every such eligible member shall be entitled to vote for the
endorsement of so many individuals whose endorsement has been
duly moved as there are candidates to be elected to the office, or
for no endorsement, if a motion therefore has been duly made. If
upon the tabulation of any such vote, it shall appear that no
candidate, or fewer candidates than are to be elected to the
office in question, has received sufficient votes for endorsement,
and a motion for no endorsement, if made, has also failed, it shall
be in order, upon motion therefor duly made and passed by a
majority of the members eligible to vote upon such endorsement
present and voting, to proceed to a new vote thereupon; and only
such motions for endorsement or for no endorsement which are
formally renewed shall before the eligible membership for such
new vote. :

The chairman of the county committee shall, within 7
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days of the meeting of the county committee, certify in writing
to the county board the results of its meeting to consider
endorsements, on forms to be as prescribed by the Commission on
Elections. ‘

The chairman of any municipal committee may, upon not less
than 7 days notice to the members thereof, call a meeting of the
committee to consider endorsements concerning which only the
members of the such municipal committee are eligible to vote;
and such meeting may be held at a separate time and place, but
within the time specified in this section for the holding of
endorsement meetings, from the endorsement meeting of the
county committee. Notice of such municipal committee meeting
shall be promptly transmitted to the chairman of the county
committee; and the result thereof, within 7 days thereof, be
certified in writing to the county board, on forms to be as
prescribed by the Commission on Elections, with a copy promptly
forwarded by the municipal chairman to the county chairman.

In the event that no properly held meeting in reference to the
endorsement procedure takes place, no candidate br candidates
shall use any slogans explicitly or implicitly suggesting such
endorsement, nor shall any candidate or candidates be permitted
to claim the organizational line or column on the ballot.

Source: New. ’ C

19A:5-8. Membership and Organization of State Committees.
At the primary for the general election of the year in which
members of the General Assembly are to be elected, one male
and one female member of the state committee of each political
party shall be elected in each county. The male receiving the
highest number of votes among the male candidates and the
female receiving the highest number of votes among the female
candidates shall be declared elected; provided, however, that no
person shall be elected to a state committee who does not fulfill .
the requirements for voting in that political party's primary
election as said requirements are set forth in N.].S. 19A:15-18.
Members of the state committee shall serve for two years.

The members of the state committee of each political party
shall take office on the first Tuesday following their election, on
which day the terms of _all members of such committee:

theretofore elected shall terminate. The
{
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organization meeting of the State committee shall be held on the
first Tuesday after such primary election at the hour and place to
be designated in a notice in writing to be mailed by the chairman
of the outgoing state committee to each member-elect, at which
organization meeting the members of the committee shall elect
some suitable person as chairman to hold office for two years, or
until his successor is elected. The members shall also elect a
vice-chairman of the opposite sex of the chairman to hold office
for two years or until his or her duties required of him or her by
law and by the constitution and bylaws of such committee. The
committee shall adopt, within one month of its organization
meeting, a constitution and bylaws and shall forthwith file a
certified copy of such constitution and bylaws with the
Commission on Elections. The chairman shall preside at all
meetings of the committee and shall perform all duties required
of him by law and by the constitution and bylaws of such
committee. '
Source: R.S. 19:5-4 amended 1948, c.216, s.1.

19A:5-9. Vacancies in State Committees. A member of the
State committee of any political party may resign his office to
the committee of which he is a member, and upon acceptance
thereof by the committee a vacancy shall exist. A vacancy in the
office of a member of the State committee of any political party,
howsoever caused, shall be filled for the unexpired term by
maibrity vote at a duly called meeting of members of the county
committee of such political party in the county in which the
vacancy occurs.
Source: R.S.19:5-4 amended 1948, ¢.218, s.1.

19A:5-10.. National Committees; Selection: Term of Office;
vacancies. In years in which the President of the United States is
to be elected, the State committee of each political party shall
choose the members of that party's national committee. The
members of the national committee of a political party shall
serve for four years. If a vacancy should occur in the
membership of the national committee, it shall be filled by the
State committee in the same manner for the unexpired term only.
Source: R.S. 19:5-4 amended 1948, ¢.218, s.1.

19A:5-11. Maintenance of Party Organization. Any State
committee, county committee or mumicipal.committee of any
political party may receive and disburse moneys
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for the general purpose of maintaining such organization during
the whole or any part of the year. The expenses for maintenance
of organization shall be confined to the hiring or acquisition of
suitable quarters for meetings of such committee, for stationery,
* for hiring of necessary clerks, for the expenses of notices of the
meetings of such committee, for giving publicity to the policies
and candidates of their respective party organizations in ‘the
general election, and other expenses. incidental to the
maintenance of such organization. Notwithstanding the
endorsement by county committees as permitted under N.].S.
19A:5-7, said State committees, county committees or municipal
committees shall not spend, agree to spend or disburse any
moneys to or on behalf of any candidate, whether endorsed or
not, prior to the primary election, or to or on behalf of any
person's election to any party position at any time.

Source: R.S. 19:5-5 amended 1973, ¢.83, s.27; R.S. 19:34-33.

ARTICLE 3. State Conventions

19A:5-12. -Annual - Conventions and Membership. A State
convention of each political party shall be held in each
odd-numbered year. Additional State conventions may be held in
even-numbered years. Such State convention of each political -
party shall consist of the following members:

a. The party candidates for the following offices, whether
elected to office or not: United States Senator, member of the
House of Representatives, State Senator, members of the General
Assembly, the candidate of the party for Governor nominated at
the primaries in the year in which the Governor is elected, and in
each year in which no Governor is elected, the Governor of the
State shall be a niember of the convention of the political party
to which he belongs. '

- b. The Chairman of the State Committee.

c. Members of the State Senate and General Assembly
belonging to the party who are holding office at the time of the
- State convention and whose successors are not to be chosen at
the ensuing general election.

d. Members of the National Committee and State Committee.
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e. The county chairperson and vice chairperson of the county
committees.

f. Members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States from this State, belonging to such party, who are
holding office at the time of the holding of the State convention
and whose successors are not to be chosen at the ensuing general
election.

Source: R.S. 19:5-6 amended 1948, c.216, s.2; 1950, c.35, 1958,
€.125; 1959, ¢.99; 1977, c.145.

'~ 19A:5-13. Time and Place of Annual Convention; Platforms;
Resolutions Committee; Adjournments. The convention of each
political party shall be held on the second Thursday after the
primary election for the general election in each odd-numbered
year. When the day prescribed by law for holding State
conventions of political parties, or any adjournment thereof, falls
on a legal holiday,.the convention or adjournment thereof, as the
case may be, shall be held on the day preceding such legal
holiday. The place and the hour at which the convention shall
meet shall be fixed by call of the existing State committee to be
issued at least five days prior to the date of meeting. If no'call is
issued by the State committee, any person qualified to sit in the
convention may issue a call. _

The convention of each party shall have power to adopt and
promulgate a party platform for its party, and to transact such
other business as may properly come before it.

The convention of each political party, upon convening, shall
appointment a committee on resolutions consisting of five
members. The convention shall then be open for the reception of
all proposed planks for the party platform, which planks shall be -
referred to the committee on resolutions, whose duty it shall be
to prepare a tentative party platform and furnish to each member
of the convention within three weeks thereafter a copy of the
same and of all other planks submitted to it which have not been
incorporatedb in the tentative party platform, together with the
names and addresses of the delegates proposing the same. After
the introduction of all proposed planks and the reference thereof
to the committee on resolutions, the convention shall adjourn to
meet again four weeks later at the same place. At the adjourned
meeting the respective conventions shall
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consider and may adopt the draft of the platform so prepared by
the committee on resolutions with such amendments as shall be
suggested and adopted in the conventions as a whole. The voting
on the adoption of the party platform shall be on the entire
platform as reported by the committee on resolutions, unless
there be an abjection any separate plank or planks or to any
amendment thereto, in which case the voting on such plank or
planks or amendment shail be by the "ayes" and "nays" of the
members of the convention present and voting.

Source: R.S. 19:5-6 amended 1948, c.216, s.2; 1960, c.35; 1958,
¢.125; 1959, ¢.99; 1977, c.145.

CHAPTER 6
Election Officials
ARTICLE 1. District Boards of Election

19A:6-1. Membership; Appointments; Vacancies.

19A:6-2. Duties; Training. :

19A:6-3. Removal.

19A:6-4. Board May Function Without Full Membership.

19A:6-5. Assignment of Members to Election Districts.

19A:8-6. Term of Office; Notification of Appointment.

19A:6-7. Organization Meeting; Chairman and Secretary.

19A:6-8. Member Becoming Candidate for Office Vacates
Office.

19A:6-8. Police Assigned to Polls; Persons Permitted in
Polhng Places.

ARTICLE 2. County Board of Elections

19A:6-10. Membership; Political Affiliations; Eligibility;
Vacancies; Executive Director; Other Employees; -

) Civil Service; Compensation.

19A:8-11. Nomination, Appointment, Term.

19A:6-12. Notice of Vacancy in County Board; Nomination
of Successor; Term.

19A:6-13. Appointment When no Nomination by State-
Chairmanz.

19A:16-14. Board Office: Eqmpment. Supplies.

19A:16-15. Organization Meeting; Chairman; Secretary
Qther Meetings.
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19A:6-16. Oath of Office of Members.

19A:6-17. Powers and Duties of Board Delegated to
Executive Director.

19A:6-18. Sitting on All Election Days.

ARTICLE 3. Commission on Elections

19A:6-19. Membership; Appointment; Term of Office;
‘ Vacancies; Offices. -
19A:6-20. Duties; Executive Director; Employees;
Commission; Powers; Distribution of
Information; Void Elections; Law
Applicable; Quarters; Advisbry Opinions.

ARTICLE 3A. Advisory Board

19A:6-20.1Advisory Board; Establishment; Method of
Appointment; Terms; Compensation.

19A:6-20.2Advisory Board; Organization.

19A:6-20.3Advisory Board; Public Hearings;
Observation of Election Process; Reports.

19A:6-20.4Advisory Board; Provision of Facilities and
Assistance for.

ARTICLE 4. Board of County Canvassers
19A:6-21. Co;’mty Board of Elections As.

19A:6-22. Time and Place of Meetings; Tabulation of
Results.

19A:6-23. Canvass and Statement of Results of Election.

19A:6-24. Statements; Certification.

19A:6-25. Form of Statement.

19A:6-26. Form of Certificate.

19A:6-27. Statements to Chairmen of Republican and
Democratic State Committees.

19A:6-28. Delivery of Statement to Commission on
Elections. )

19A:6-29. Statements To Be Retained for Five Years.

19A:6-30. Commission on Elections to Obtain Missing
Statements.

"ARTICLE 5. Board of State Canvassers

19A:6-31. Membership.
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19A:6-32. Time and Place of Meeting.
19A:6-33. Statement and Certification of Canvass.

ARTICLE 6. All Election Officials

19A:6-34. Proceedings Open and Public.
19A:6-35. Majority Necessary for Decisions; Dissents.
19A:6-36. Maintenance of Regularity and Order; Powers.

ARTICLE 1. District Boards of Election

19A:6-1. Membership; Appointments; Vacancies. The district
boards in each election district shall consist of four members
except that where electronic. voting systems are in use any
election district in which there are more than 900 registered
voters, the district in which there are more than 900 registered
voters, the district board shall consist of six members. The
members shall be appointed by the county board on or before the
thirtieth day prior to the primary election in each year. The
district board shall be equally apportioned between the two
political parties which at the preceding general election cast the
la.rgeét and next largest and next largest number of votes
respectively in this State for members of the General Assembly.
Vacancies arising other than by expiration of a term shall be
filled for the unexpired .term in the same manner as the original
appointment. :

If the county board shall neglect or refuse to appoint and
certify the members of district boards as herein provided, the
assignment judge of the Superior Court for the county shall, on or
before the twentieth day prior to the primary election, make such
appointments and certifications.

In election districts in which the primary language of 10% or
more of the registered voters is Spanish, the county board shall
appoint two additional members who shall be fluent in Spanish.
Source: R.S. 19:6-1 amended 1974, c.30, s.1; 1975, ¢.316, s.3;
R.S. 19:6-3 amended 1948, c.2, s.5; 1953, c.19, s.8; 1965, c.4, s.4;
1966, ¢.19, 5.3. ' '

19A:6-2. Duties; Training. The district board shail hold and
conduct all elections in its district, and shall keep the polls open-
on election days during the times prescribed in this Title.
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Prior to commencing their duties, all members of the district
boards shall subscribe to an oath substantially in the form
prescribed by the Commission on Elections. All new members of
district boards shall be required to attend a training session to be
given by or under the supervision of the county boards of
elections, and all district board members shall attend such
training sessions at least once every three years.

Source: R.S. 19:6-11.

19A:6-3. Removal. The county board shall have power to
dismiss any member of the district board for cause, including
failure to attend training sessions, which shall be determined in a
summary way by such county board. If it appears to the county
board that incompetency or carelessness existed on the iaa.rt of a
member of a district board, the individual shall be removed and
disqualified from further service as a member of any district
board. .
Source: R.S. 19:6-4 amended L. 1953, c.19, s.9; R.S. 19:6-5.

19A:6-4. Board May Function Without Full Membership. If
there shall be a vacancy in the membership of any district board,
the remaining members shall function until the vacancy be filled;
provided, however, that no district board may function unless one
member- from each political party is present.

Source: R.S. 19:6-6. '

19A:6-5. Assigxﬁnent of Members to Election Districts. Any
person selected as a member of a district board may be assigned
by the county board to any election district, or transferred from
one district to another after having been so assigned, in the
municipality for which such person was selected, and the county
board shall on or before the twenty-fifth day prior to the primary
election in each year, certify to the commission on Elections and
to the municipal clerk the names of the persons appointed to the
district boards in the county, specifying the municipalities and
the districts therein for which such members shall have been
appointed.

Source: R.S. 19:6-7 amend:ed 1948, c.2, s.6; 1965, c.4, s.5.

19A:6-6. Term of Office; Notification of Appointment. The
terms of office of the members of the district boards shall be for
one year, or until their successor are
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appointed, and shall begin on the twenty—fifth day prir
primary election in each year. The county board shall not.
members of each district board of their appointment by
forwarding a certificate to each member on or_ before the
twentieth day prior to the primary election in each year,
specifying the district to which each member has been assigned.
Source: R.S. 19:6-8 amended 1948, c.2, 5.7; 1965, c.4, s.6.

19A:6-7. Organization Meeting; Chairman and Secretary.
Prior to commencing their duties on election day, members of the
district board shall meet and organize by electing one member as
chairman, and one as secretary. The secretary shall not be from
the same political party as the chairmah. In case of failure to
elect a chairman, the senior member in point of service on t he
board shall be the chairman. In case of failure to eléct a
secretary, the next senior member in. point of service on the
board shall be the chairman. In case of failure to elect a
secretary, the next senior member in point of service of the
opposite party shall be the secretary.
Source: R.S. 19:6-10 amended 1939, c.81; 1946, c.11, s.4.

19A:6-8. Member Becoming Candidate for Office Vacates
Office. The office of a member of a district board in any
election district shall be deemed vacant upon such member
becoming a candidate for an office to be voted upon at any
election for which he was appointed to serve, such candidacy to
be determined by the filing of a petition of nomination, duly
accepted by such member in the manner provided by law. Such
vacancies shall be filled by the county board in the manner herein
prescribed.
Source: R.S. 19:6-12.

19A:8-9.. Police Assigned to Polls; Persons Permitted in
Polling Places. The govemixig body having charge of the police
department in any mumicipality may assign ome or more
policemen to any district board in such municipality whenever it
deems it necessary to do so. Any policeman so assigned shall,
under the direction of the board, enforce the election laws,
maintain order, peace and quiet during election day, and assist
the members of the board in transporting the results and election
equipment to the office of the municipal clerk after the votes are
counted.
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No person shall be allowed or permitted to be present the
polling place or polling room during the progress of the election
excepi the officers connected with the election, the several
candidates, the duly authorized challengers, such voters as are
present for the purpose of voting, and such officers as may be
duly detailed to be present, pursuant to this Title for preserving
the peace or enforcing the provisions hereof.

After the hour fixed for closing the polls, voters already within
such place or room, intending to vote, shall be permitted to vote.
Source: R.S. 19:6-16 amended 1953, c.19, s.10: 1967, c.126; R.S.
19:15-8; 19:15-8.

ARTICLE 2. County Board of Elections

19A:6-10. Membership; Political Affiliations; Eligibility;
Vacancies; Executive Direcfor; Other Employees; Civil Service;
Compensation. The county board shall consist of four persons,
who shall be legal voters of the county for which they are
appointed. Two members of such county board shall be members
of the political party which at the last preceding "general
election, held for the election of all of the members of the
General Assembly, cast the largest'n,umber of votes in this State
for members of the General Assembly;, and the remaining two
members of such board shall be members of the political party
which at such election cast the next largest number of votes in
the State for members of the General Assembly. No person who
holds elective public office shall be eligible to serve as a member
of the county board during the term of such elective office.

The office of member of the county board shall be deemed
vacant upon such member becoming a candidate for an office to
be voted upon at any primary, general election, special election,
or regular municipal election except for nomination for or
election to membership in any county committee or State
committee or for nomination for or election as a delegate at
large or alternate delegate at large, or district delegate or
alternate district delegate to any national political convention,
such candidacy to be determined by the filing of a petition of
nomination duly accepted by such member in the manner provided

by law.
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In all counties, the Commission on Elections shall appoint, upon
recommendation of the county aboard, some suitable person, who
shall be a resident of such county, as a full-time executive
director of such board. The term of office of such full-time
executive director shall be for a period of two years, and he may
be reappointed; he shall receive such salary as shall be fixed by
law, which salary shall be an expense of the State within the
meaning of N.J.S. 19A:29-2. In the event that the county board
does not make a recommendation to the Commission on Elections
of some suitable person within 60 days of said board's
organization meeting in even-numbered years, the Commission on
Elections shall make the appointment on its own initiative.

Notwithstanding any other provisions in this section, the
Commission on Elections may, on its own initiative, appoint as
executive director of said board some suitable person other than
as recommended by the county board, provided the reasons for
superseding such recommendation are stated by the commission
in writing to the county board prior to such appointment.

The executive director may appoint such clerks as shall be
necessary to carry out such duties as. prescribed by law. The
compensation of the clerks shall be as recommended by the
county board, subject to the approval of the board of chosen
freeholders of the county affected. All persons now employed by
the board in the competitive class of Civil Service and such other
employees now performing - assigned duties shall hold such
employment in the competitive class of civil service.

Source: R.S. 19:6-17 amended 1948, c.438, s.5; 1957, c.83, s.1;
1960, c.43; 1960, c.164; 1981, c.59, s.1; 1985, c.166.

19A:6-11. Nomination, Appointment, Term. During the
30-day period immediately preceding February 15 in each year,
the chairman and vice-chairman of each county committee and
the State committeemnan and State committee woman of each of
such two political parties, respectively, shall meet and jointly, in
writing, nominate one person residing in the county of such
county committee chairman, duly qualified, for member of the
county board in and for such county. If nomination be so made,
the said county committee chairman shall certify the nomination-
so made to the State chairman and to the
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Governor, and the Governor shall commission such appointees,
who shall be members of opposite parties, on or before March 1.
If nomination be not so made on account of a tie vote in the said
meeting of the county committee chairman, county committee
vice-chairman, State committeeman and State committeewoman,
in respect to such nomination, the said county committee
chairman shall certify the fact of such a tie vote to the State
chairman, who shall have the deciding vote and who shall certify,
in writing, - to the Governor, the nomination made by his deéiding
vote. Appointees to county board of elections pursuant to this
section shall continue in office for two years from March 1 next
after their appointment.

The first appointment having been made pursuant to law for
teﬁns of one and two years, respectively, the members
subsequently appointed each year shall fill the offices of the
appointees whose terms expire in that year.

Source: R.S. 19:6-18 amended 1955, ¢.243, s.1; 1968, c.84.
19A:6-12. Notice of Vacancy in County Board; Nomination of
Successor; Term. If a vacancy arises in any county board from
any cause other than expiration of the term, the secretary of the
county board, within five days thereafter, shall in writing notify
the Governor, the appropriate county committee chairman,
county committee vice-chairman, State chairman, State
'~ committeeman and State committeewoman of such vacancy, and
within the same time notify the Governor in writing the date on
which such notice was received by the county committee
chairman. If the secretary fails to so notify, any member of the
county board may make such notifications. Within 10 days after
receipt of notice by such county committee chairman, the county
committee chairman, county committee vice-chairman, State
chairman, State committeeman and State committee woman shail
jointly nominate a successor, and any such nomination shall be
made and certified in the same manner as provided in N.].S.
19A:6-11 and the person so nominated shall thereupon be
commissioned by the Govemor. All appointments to fill
vacancies shall be for the unexpired term only.
Source: R.S. 19:6-19 amended 1955, c.243, s.2; 1956, ¢.167.
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19A:6-13. Appointment When No Nomination - by State
'Chairman. If any nomination is not made and certified in writing
to the Governor within the time specified, the Governor shall
make such appointments of his own selection from the citizens of
the county in which such failure occurs.

Source: R.S. 19:6-20 amended 1955, c.243, s.3.

19A:6-14. Board Office; Equipment; Supplies. The county
boards, in conjunction with their respective executive directors,
shall have, subject to law and to the rules and regulations of the
' Commission on Elections, full power to conduct and supervise all
elections being held in their respective counties.

County boards shall be provided by the board of chose
freeholders of the respective counties with a suitable .offic‘e or
offices, furniture and such other equipment as the county boards
deem necessary. All county boards shall have power to purchase
office equipment, furniture. furnishings, books statiorery,
materials and other supplies and articles or equipment necessary
in the judgment. of the board to carry out the provisions of this
Title; and the board of chosen freeholders of the respective
counties shall pay for the same, including the expenses of the
board and the clerks thereof, upon certification of the coumty ’
board. Nothing in subtitle 2 of the Title Municipalities and
Counties (R.S. 40:16-1 et seq.) shall in anywise be construed to-
affect, restrict or abridge the powers herein conferred on the
county boards.

Source: R.S. 19:6-21 amended 1951, c. 10.

19A:6-15. Organization Meeting; Chairman; Secretary; Other
Meetings. Each county board shall meet and organize prior to
March 15, electing one member as chairman and one as
secretary. The secretary shall not be from the same political
party as the chairman. In case of failure to elect a chairman, the
senior member in point of service on the board shall be the
chairman, and, in case of failure to elect a secretary, the next
senior member in point of service of the opposite party shall be
secretary; provided, however, that the posts of chairman and
secretary shall be rotated each year between the two political
parties.

The county boards shall have power in their discretion to hold
their. meetings. for any purpose.in any part of their respective
counties.

Source:- R:S:*19:6-22 amended 1948, c:2,s.8;:1973, ¢c.179.¢
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19A:6-16. Oath of Office of Members. Each member of the
board shall, before taking office, take and subscribe to an oath
substantially in form as required by the Commission on Elections,
and such oath shall be forthwith filed with such commission.
Source: R.S. 19:6-23.

19A:6-17. Powers and Duties of Board Delegated to Executive
Director. The executive director of the county board shall have,
within the directives of the Commission on Elections, full power
and authority in the conduct of the business and clerical affairs
of the office of the county board, shall conduct the same in an
impartial manner, and shall exercise full authority and direction
over the employees in the office, and shall perform such duties as
shall be prescribed by or pursuant to law or rules and orders of
the Commission on Elections a and in the manner so prescribed.
No county board or member or members thereof shall perform or
attempt or purport to perform any duties or functions or exercise
any powers which by any such law, rule or ordér are assigned to
the executive director.
Source: R.S. 19:6-24 amended 1961, ¢.59, s.2.

19A:6-18. Sitting on All Election Days. The county board shall
sit on the day of all elections at the office of the county board
between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and midnight, or until all of the
duties of the county board shall have been concluded; provided,
however, that the county board, for good cause shown, may
obtain permission from the Commission on Elections to adjourn
its work to the following day.
Source: R.S. 19:6-25.

ARTICLE 3. Commission on Elections

19A:6-19. Membership; Appointment; Term of Office;
Vacancies; Offices. The New Jersey Election Law Enforcement
Commission established pursuant to P.L. 1973, c.83 is hereby
continued, and shall hereafter be known and designated as the
Commission on Elections, and shall exercise and perform such
powers, functions and duties as.are or shall hereafter be
prescribed by or pursuant to this Title or other applicable law.
The terms of the members of the said Election Law Enforcement
Commission in office at the effective date of this section, or who.
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shall thereafter be appointed to unexpired terms pursuant to
~ section 5 of P.L. 1973, ¢.83 shall continue as members of the
Commission on Elections u,ntil‘ the expiration of said terms
pursuant to said section; and upon such expiration their
successors and all succeeding appointees shall be appointed to
terms of four years beginning on July 1 and ending on June 30.

Appointments of members of the Commission on Elections shall
be made by the Governor by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate. The Governor shall designate one of his appointees to
' serve as chairman of the commission. No more than two
members shall belong to the same political party, and no person
holding a public office or an office in any political party shall be
eligible for appointment to the commission. Members shall be
eligible to succeed themselves upon expiration of their terms.
Each member shall serve until his successor shall have been
appointed and qualified. Vacancies in the membership of the
commission shall be filled for the unexpired term only. The
members shall serve without compensation, but shall be
reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred in the performance of
their duties under this law. For the purpose of complying with
“the provisions of Article V, Section IV, paragraph 1 of the New
Jersey Constitution, the Commission on Elections is hereby
allocated within the Department of Law and Public Safety} but,
notwithstanding said allocation, the ' commission shall be
independent of any supervision or control by the department or by
any board or officer thereof, it being the intention of this Title
that the assignment. direction, discipline and supervision of all
the employees of the commission shall be so far as possible, and
except as otherwise provided in this Title, fully determined by
the commission or by such officers and employees thereof to
whom the commission may delegate the powers of such
assignment, direction, discipline and supervision.
Source: C.19:44A-5 (1973, ¢.83, s.5).

19A:6-20. Duties; Executive Director; Employees;
Commission; Powers; Distribution of Information; Void Elections;
Law Applicable; Quarters; Advisory Opinions. a. The commission
shall have general supervisory powers over the conduct of all
elections and all election officials in the State and it shall have
rule-making. authority in . accordance- with the- Administrative
Procedures Act.
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The commission shall appoint a full-time executive director,
legal counsel and hearing officers; all of whom shall serve at the
pleasure of the commission and shall not have tenure by reason of
the provisions of chapter 16 of Title 38 of the Revised Statutes.
Appointment of hearing officers may be delegated to the
executive director by the commission. The commission shall also
appoint such other employees as are necessary to carry out the
purposes of this Title, which employees shall be in the classified
service of the civil service and shall be appointed in accordance
with and shall be subject to the provisions of Title 11, Civil
Service. All officers and employees of the Election Law
Enforcement Commission holding such office, position or
employment as of the effective date of this section shall continue
in equivalent office, position or employment with the Commission
on Elections until lawfully dismissed, replaced or transferred. All
rules and regulations her'etofore adopted by the Election Law
Enforcement Commission, not in conflict with any pmvisions of
this Title, shall remain in full force and effect until rescinded or
modified by the Commission, not in conflict with any provisions
of this Title, shall remain in full force and effect until rescinded
or modified by the Commission on Elections.

b. It shall be the duty of the commission and its executive
‘director to administer the conduct of all elections in a uniform, .
fair and equitable manner; to promote full exercise ‘ of the
franchise, and to insure efficiency in administration and
prevention of election frauds. Without limiting the generality of
the foregoing, the commission and the executive director are
authorized and empowered to: ‘

(1Adopt and promulgate, in accordance with the provisions of
the " Administrative Procedure Act” (P.L. 1968, ¢.410; c.52:14B-1
et seq.), such rules and regulations as are necessary to implement
the provisions of this Title; '

(2) Develop all forms as are necessary under the pmvilsions of
this Title. : (

(3) Develop and maintain centralized records, which shall be
public, of all papers filed with the commission and of all public
questions appearing on any ballot in the State for a pericé:d of 10
years;
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(4) Permit copying or photocopying of any report required to
be submitted pursuant to this Title as requested by any person,
and to charge therefor no more than the actual cost of making
and providing such copies to the person requesting the same; '

(5) Prepare and publish, prior to May 1 of each year, an annual
report to the Legislature, a sufficient number of copies whereof
snall also be provided and made available for distribution to the
general public;

(6) Develop and supervise training sessions and programs for
all election officials and specified categories thereof in order to
enable such officials better to discharge their election
responsibilities, and require the attendance and participation of
election officials in such sessions or programs;

{7) Prescribe qualifications and recommend salary ranges for
all employees of county boards of elections;

(8) Establish standards and develop methods to encourage and
promote the registration of all eligible voters under the
provisions of this Title; '

(9) Establish standards and develop methods for the prompt,
efficient and thorough purging of ineligible voters from the lists
of registered voters.

c. The executive director shall provide expeditious ‘procedures
for hearing, investigating and deciding upon protests, which shail
be timely made in accordance with such procedures, (1) by any
candidate or voter respecting the contents or validity of any
petition for nomination, or (2) by any candidate appearing on the
ballot in any election with respect to allegations of unlawfull or
inequitable ballot position drawing, ballot composition or slogan
designation. Such procedures shall provide for expeditious appeal
from the decision of the executive director to the commission,
and in any such case the decision of the commission shall be
rendered within five days from the lodging of such appeal.

d. It shall be the duty of the commission and the executive
director, in conjunction with their responsibilities under Subtitle
10 (Campaign Expenditures) of this Title, to:

(1) Prepare and publish a manual for all candidates and
committees, prescribing the requirements of the said Subtitle,
including uniform methods of bookkeeping and reporting and
requirements as to. the. length of time that .
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any person required to keep any records pursuant to the
provisions of said subtitle shall retain such records, or any class
or category thereof, or any other documents, including canceled
checks, deposit slips, invoices and similar documents necessary
for the compilation of such records;

(2) Take such steps as may be necessary or appropriate to
furnish timely and adequate information, in appropriate printed
summaries and in such other form as it may see fit, to every
candidate or prospective candidate for public or phrty office who
becomes or is likely to become subject to the provisions of the
said Subtitle and to every treasurer and depository duly
designated under the provisions of the said Subtitle, informing
them of their actual or prospective obligations thereunder. Such
steps shall include, but not be limited to, furnishing to every
person on whose behalf petitions of nomination are filed for any
such office a copy of such printed summary as aforesaid, which
shall be furnished to the several county boards of elections for
convenient distribution to such persons. The commission shall
also make available copies such printed summary to any other
person requesting the same. The commission shall also take such
steps as it may deem necessary or effectual to disseminate
among the general public such information as may serve to guide
all persons who may become subject to the provisions of the said .
Subtitle by reason of their participation in election campaigns,
for the purpose of facilitating voluntary compliance with the
provisions and purposes of the said Subtitle. In the dissemination
of such information the commission shall to the greatest extent
practicabie enlist the cooperation of commercial purveyors ‘
within and without the State, of materials and services commonly
used for political campaign purposes. '

(3) Develop a coding and cross-indexing system for these
reports and records: '

(4) Prepare and make available for public inspection
summaries of all said reports grouped according to candidates,
parties and issues, continuing the total receipts and expenditures,
and the date, name, address and amount contributed by each
contributor;

(5) Ascertain whether candidates, committees or others have
failed to  file reports or have filed defective
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reports; extend, for good cause shown the dates upon which
reports are required to be filed; give notice to delinguents to
correct or explain defects and make available for public
inspection a list of such delinquents;

(6) Ascertain the total expenditures for candidates and
determine whether they have exceeded the limits set forth in the
said Subtitle; notify candidates, committees and others if they
have exceeded or are about to exceed the limits so imposed.

d. It shall be the duty of the commission and executive
director to enforce the provisions of this Title; to investigate all
signed complaints filed with the commission or the executive
director in accordance with procedures established by or pursuant
to law; to conduct hearings with procedures established by or
pursuant to law; to conduct hearings with regard to possible
violations, and to issue, with the approval of a majority of the
commission, subpenas for the production of documents and the
attendance of witnesses, and to impose penalties for such
violations; and for the effectual carrying out of its enforcement
responsibilities the commission shall have the authority to
initiate a civil action in any court of competent jurisdiction for
purpose of enforcing compliance with the provisions of this Title
or enjoining violations t.herebf or recovering any penalty
prescribed by this Title. ' ' o

e. The commission and executive director shall promptly
forward to the Attorney General or to the appropriate county
prosecutor any information coming to their attention concerning
any violations of this Title which may become the subject of
criminal prosecution or which may warrant the institution of
other legal proceedings by the Attorey General or such county
prosecutor. . '

f. If the nomination for or election to any public office or
party position becomes void under the terms of subsection c. of
N.].S. 19A:28-17 of this Title, the withholding or revocation of
his certificate of election, the omission of his name from the
ballot or the vacation of the office into which he has been
inducted as a result of such void election, the omission of his
name from the ballot or the vacation of the office into which he
has been inducted as a result of such void election, as the case
‘may be, shall be subject to the provisions of N.J.S. 19A:19-14.
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g. The commission shall be assigned suitable quarters for the
performance of its duties hereunder, which quarters shall not be
located in the State House, the State House Annex, or in any
building owned by the State or any political subdivision thereof.

h. The commission through its legal counsel is authorized to
render advisory opinions as to whether a given set of facts and
circumstances would constitute a violation of any of the
provisions of this Title, or whether a given set of facts and
circumstances would render any person subject to any of the
reporting requirements of this Title.

The commission shall render its advisory opinion within 10 days
of receipt of the request therefor. Failure of the commission to
reply to a request for an advisory opinion within the time so fixed
or agreed to shall prelude it form instituting proceedings for
imposition of a penalty upon any person for a violation of this
Title arising out of the particular facts and circumstances may
give rise to a violation when taken in conjunction with other facts
and circumstances not set forth in such request; provided,
however, that the protection offered when the commission does
not respond to an opinion request within 10 days shall continue
only until such time as the opinion is rendered and protects the
person requesting the advisory opinion only with respect to those
activities taking place during that period.

Source: C.19:44A-6 (1973, c.83, s.6).

ARTICLE 3A. Advisory Board

19A:6-20.1. Advisory Board; Establishment; Method of
Appointment; Terms; Compensation. a. There is hereby
established an advisory board to the Commission on Elections,
which shall consist of 15 members appointed by the Governor. Of
such appointments:

(1) Eight shall be recommended to the Governor in the
Following manner:

The President of the Senate; the duly constituted leader in the
Senate of the political party, other than that to which the
President belongs, having the greatest number of members in the
Senate; the Speaker of the General Assembly of the political
party, other than that to which the Speaker belongs; having the
greatest number -
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of members in the General Assembly shall each recommend two
persons for appointment to the advisory board, one of whom shall
be a member of the House of the person making the
recommendation, and the other of whom shall be a citizen of the
State not holding any elective public office, and both of whom
shall be members of the political party of the person making the
appointment;

(2) Four shall be persons recommended to the Governor by the
Chief Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court, no more than
two of whom shall be members of the same political party, and
none of whom shall be holders of any elective public office;

(3) Three shall be chosen by the Governor upon the basis of
their lnowledge and experience .in the field of elections and
election law, no more than two of whom shall be members of the
same political party, and none of whom shall be ‘holders of any
elective public office. .

b. Legislators appointed to the advisory board shall serve:
during the Legislative Term in which they were appointed and so
long as they remain members of the House from which they were
appointed. All other members shall be appointed for four-year
terms commencing February 1 and ending January 31; except that
(1) for the first 11 members so appointed three shall be appointed
for a three-year term, three for a two-year term and two for a
one-year term, so that no more than three terms shall expire in
any one year, and (2) if any member so appointed shall qualify
into any elective public office or shall file nominating petitions
or accept a nomination to run for any such office, his position as
a member of the advisory board shall thereupon become vacant.
Vacancies in the membership of the advisory board, however
. caused, shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointments were madse, for the unexpired term only.

¢c. Members of the advisory board shall serve without
compensation, but shall be entitled to reimbursement for actual
expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties
as members of the board.

Source: New. .

19A:6-20.2. Advisory Board; Organization. The advisory board
shall meet and organize, at a time and place ‘set by the Governor,
as soon as may be after the initial appointment of its members,
and thereafter shall
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meet for organization, at the call of the outgoing chairman, in
February next following the opening of each Legislative Term.
At each orgénization meeting the board shall choose a chairman,
who shall not be a member of the Legislature, from among its
members. '

Source: New.

19A:6-20.3. Advisory Board; Public Hearings; Observation of-
Election Process; Reports. a. Af least once each year the
advisory board shall hold a public hearing or series of public
hearings on the operation of the election process in the State, and
shall solicit testimony thereat from the general public.

b. The advisory board shall maintain a close observation of the
election process in this State, and shall consult, as it deems
necessary, with election officials and other knowledgeable
persons, in this State and elsewhere, concemning. the merits and
defects of election procedures used or proposed for use in this
State.

¢. On the basis of its hearings, observations, consultations and .
deliberations, the advisory board shall from time to time, and at
least once each year, submit to the commission, the Legislature
and the public a report detailing any changes in the statutes,
regulations or other rules and procedures which it deems are, or -
may be, conducive to improvement in the conduct of elections
and the fulfillment of the public policy goals set forth in N.]J.S.
19A:38-1.

Source: New.

19A:8-20.4. Advisory Board; Provision of Facilities and
Assistance for. The Commission on Elections shall provide for
the advisory board such facilities and secretarial, stenographic
and clerical assistance as may be necessary to enable the board
to carry out its duties and responsibilities as set forth in N.].S.
19A:6-20.3.

Source: New.

ARTICLE 4. Board of County Canvassers

19A:6-21. County Boards of Elections as. The. county board in
each county shall be and act as the board of county canvassers
for such county.
Source: R.S. 19:6-26.

19A:6-22. Time: and Place of Meeting; Tabulation of
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Results. The board of county canvassers of each county shall
meet on the second succeeding day after any election, at 12:00
noon, at the officé of the county board of elections, for the
purpose of checking the canvass, which shall have been made by
the county board from the statements of the district boards filed
in its office. For such purpose the county board shall prepare a
compilation in tabulated form as prescribed by the Commission
on Elections of such statements and the combined results shown
thereby for its use as the board of canvassers. -
Source: R.S. 19:19-1 amended 1959, c.117.

19A:6-23. Canvass and Statement of Results of Election.
Members of the board shall proceed to examnine the statements
and copies of statements prepared by them, and shall canvass and
determine the votes cast at any election; and shall forthwith
make four statements of the result of such election.
Source: R.S.19:19-8 amended 1938, ¢.399, s.1.

19A:6-24. Statements; Certification. Each of the statements
shall be certified to be true and correct by a certificate which
shall be appended to the same, signed by the members of the
board making the canvass.
Source: R.S. 19:19-9.

19A:6-25. Form of Statement. The statement shall be in
substantially the form prescribed by the Commission on Elections.
Source: R.S. 19:19-10.

19A:6-26. Form of Certificate. The certificate shall be in
substantially the form prescribed by the Commission on Elections.
Source: R.S. 19:19-11.

19A:6-27. Statements to Chairmen of Republican and
Democratic State Committees. The board shall deliver one of
the statements to each of the respective chairmen of the
Republican and Democratic State Committees.
Source: R.S. 19:19-12 amended 1938, c.399, s.2. _

19A:8-28. Delivery of Statement to Comnmission on Elections.
The board shall forthwith deliver the statement of canvass and
certificate to the Commission on Elections which shall file the
same and forward a copy thereof to the place where the
successful candidate shall take office. The Commission on
Elections shall issue a certificate to the successful candidates as
certified ' by




the board of county canvassers, which said certificates shall be
prima facie  evidence of the rights of said persons to take the
offices mentioned in the certificates.

.Source: R.S. 19:19-13.

19A:6-29. Statements to be Retained for Five Years. All
statements made by the district boards and copies of such
statements shall be filed and preserved by the county board for a
period of five years.

Source: R.S. 19:19-14.

"19A:6-30. Commission on Elections to Obtain Missing
Statements. If the Commission on Elections shall not receive the
statements of the canvass within seven days after the time
appointed for the meeting of the board of canvassers, it shall
request a copy of the same from said board.

Source: R.S. 19:19-15.

ARTICLE 5. Board of State Canvassers

19A:6-31. Membership. The board of State canvassers shall
consist of the members of the Commission on Elections.
Source: R.S. 19:6-27. o .

19A:6-32. Time and Place of Meeting. The board of State
canvassers shall meet at Trenton on the first Tuesday next after
the day of election for the purpose of canvassing and certifying
the votes cast for each person for whom any vote or votes shall
have been cast for members of the United States Senate, House
of Representatives, electors of President and Vice President,
Governor, State Senate and General Assembly, and upon each
public question voted upon by the voters of the entire State or
political division thereof greater than a county, and of
determining and certifying the person or persons who shall, by the
greatest number of votes, have been duly elected to such office
or offices, and the resuit of the vote cast upon any public
question setting forth that it has been approved or rejected. The
board shall meet in the Senate chamber, or some other
convenient place in Trenton, at 2 p.m.
Source: R.S.19:21-1.

19A:6-33. Statement and Certification of Canvass. The board
shall forthwith canvass the statements and proceed
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to make a statement certifying the resuit of the election in the
- State; the statement shall contain the whole number of names of
‘the voters in all the signature copy registers and registers of
voters, the names of all the persons for whom any vote or votes
shall have been cast for any office or offices to be filled in such
election, and the whole number of the votes which shall have
been cast for each person for any office or offices, mentioning
" the office or offices for which each person shall have been
designated, together with the results of the votes cast upon any
public questions voted upon by the voters of the entire State or of
any political subdivision thereof greater than a county, and
contain the name of each county, the number of votes given for
each person in each county for any such office or offices. In the
statement the name of each person for whom any vote or votes
shall have been cast, the whole number of votes cast for each
person, and the name of each person, and the name of each
county shall be in words written at full length.

The statement shall be certified to be true and correct by all
members of the board, shall be in the form similar to that
prescribed for the board of county canvassers, and shall be filed
in the same manner as the certificate prescribed for the board of
county canvassers, as far as the nature of such election will
permit. A copy of the statement shall be mailed to each
successful candidate.

Certificates of election of United States Senators and members
of the House of Representatives shall be forwarded to the clerk
of the United States Senate -and the clerk of the House of
Representatives, respectively.

Certificates of election of presidential and vicé—presidential
electors shall be forwarded to the President of the College of
Electors of this State. .

The certificates shall be signed by the Govemor of the State
under the Seal of the State and shall be countersigned by the
Secretary of State.

Source: R.S. 19:21-8.

ARTICLE 6. All Election Officials

19A:6-34. Proceedings Open and Public. All the proceedings
of the district boards. county boards, boards of county canvassers
and.board of:State:Canvassers shail be:open.and. public:..
Source: R.S. 19:6-28.
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19A:6-35. Majority Necessary for Decisions: Dissents. A
decision of the major part of the members thereof, who shall be
present at a meeting, shall be deemed to be the decision of the
board: If any member shall dissent from a decision of the board
and shall desire to protect himself against any consequencés
which may result from such decision, he shall state his dissent, in
wntmg and file the same with the Commission on Elections.
Source: R.S. 19:6-29.

19A:6-36. Maintenance of Regularity and Order; Powers. The
district board in each election district, the county board and its
executive director, the board of county canvassers and the board
of State canvassers and the Superior Court shall, respectively,
possess full power and authority to direct the police on duty to
maintain regularity and order and to enforce obedience to their
lawful commands during their sessions respectively.

Source: R.S. 19:6-30 amended 1953, c.19, s.11.

CHAPTER 7
Challengers

Section .

19A:7-1. Appointment by Chairmen of Committees.

19A:7-2. Appointment of Challengers; Challengers for
Absentee Ballots.

19A:7-3. Filing of Appointment or Applications.

19A:7-4. Permits to Challengers; Revocation.

19A:7-5. Powers

19A:7-6. Badge

19A:7-7. Number of Challengers.

19A:7-8. Comparison of Signatures or Statements made
openly. '

19A:7-9. District Board; Challenges; Right to Make;
Questions Asked.

19A:7-10. Challenge on Ground of Disenfranchisement
Under N.].S..19A:4-1.

19A:7-11. Challenge on Grounds Other Than Disenfranchise-
ment Under N.].S. 19A:4-1.

19A:7-12. Determination of Challenge; Oath or Affirmation
Administered; Reaching of Determination.

19A:7-13: .Chaﬂengeron:Gmund*‘ofiAh'enage:;Oath or:
Affirmation to be Administered.
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19A:7-1. Appointment by Chairmen of Committees. The
chairman of the county committee of any political party that has
duly nominated any candidate for public office to be voted for at
an election by all the voters within the county or any political
division thereof greater than a single municipality, or where the
election is within and for a single mumicipality only, or any
subdivision thereof, then the chairman of the municipal
committee of the political party making such nomination within
and for such single municipality, or subdivision thereof, may
appoint two challengers for each election district in his county or
municipality, as the case may be. -

The chairman of the county committee of each political party
may also appoint two challengers to serve and exercise the
powers of challengers, in each election district in the county at
any primary election.

Source: R.S. 19:7-1.

19A:7-2. Appointment of Challengers; Challengers for
Absentee Ballots. A candidate who has filed a petition for an
office to be voted for at the primary election, and a candidate
for an office whose name may also act as a challenger as herein
provided, and may likewise appoinf two challengers for each
district in which he is to be voted for: but only two challengers
shall be allowed for each election district to represent all the
candidates nominated by the same original petition. The
appointment of the challenger shall be in writing signed by the
person making the same, and shall specify the names and
residences of the challengers in the election districts for which
they are severally appointed. Whenever a public question shall
appear on the ballot to be voted upon by the voters of an election
district and application has been made by the proponents or
opponents of said public question for the appointment of
challengers, the county board may in its discretion appoint two
challengers each to represent such proponents or opponents. Such
challengers shall be in addition to those provided for in N.].S.
19A:7-1. ’

Whenever any county board of elections employ tally boards or
deputies to open and count absentee ballots in any election or
performs any function under N.]J.S. 19A:36-2, 19A:36-29,
19A:37-19 or 19A:37-23, the places where said county board or
tally boards. or deputies. perform these functions. shall be
considered ' an election
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district for the purposes of *appoi‘nt‘me'nt of challengers.
Source: R.S. 19:7-2 amended 1956, c.66, s.1.

19A:7-3. Filing of Appointment or Applications. The
appointment of or application for challengers shall be filed with
the county board not later than the second Tuesday preceding any
election. No person shall be appointed a challenger under this
Title who is not a registered voter in the county in which the
district is located in which such person is appointed to serve, and
no appointed challenger shall serve in any district other than that
‘to which appointed. V
Source: R.S. 19:7-3 amended 1956, ¢.66, s.2.

19A:7-4. Permits to Challengers: Revocation. The county
board shall thereupon issue, under the hands of its members, to
the persons named in such appointment papers, or application,
permits for them to act as challengers for their respective
parties or candidates or for or against a public question at the
election district specified. Such permits shall be filed by the
persons named therein with the district board named therein, as
evidence of their authority to be present in the polling place, and
they may be issued and revoked and others issued in their stead at
any time up to and including the day of election. When a permit
shall be revoked, the permit in the place thereof shall be issued
upon the nomination of the same 'perSon or officer ixpon whose
nomination the original permit was issued.
Source: R.S.19:7-4 amended 1956, c.66, s.3.

19A:7-5. Powers. Such challengers shall be the authorized
challengers for their respective political parties and candidates
or for the proponents of a public question. They shall have the
power to challenge the right to vote therein of all persons
claiming such right if they know or reasonably believe that said
person is not entitled to vote, and they shall have the power to
ask all necessary questions to determine this right. Challengers
may be present while the votes cast in any election are being
counted, and shall have the right and power to challenge the
counting or rejecting of any vote.
Saurce: R.S. 19:7-5 amended 1956, ¢.66. s.4; 19:15-18.

19A:7-6.‘ Badge. Every such challenger shall at any election
wear a badge, to be furnished by the county board, which shall
show to any person the political party or candidate or group of
candidates or the side for whom or for which the challenger is
acting. .
Source: R.S. 19:7-6 amended 1956, c.66, s.5.
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19A:7-7. Number of‘Challengers. Unless express permission
be given by the district board, not more than one challenger
appointed for a party, candidate, or on a public question, shall be
present at any one time in any polling place while serving and
exercising the powers of a challenger and during the hours when
the polls are open for voting. If the district board shall in any

case give permission for more than one challenger so appointed to
. be presenf at any one time in any polling place, it shall on the
same grounds and on request permit a like number to be present
on behalf of any opposing party, or on behalf of any other
candidate for the same office, or on the other side of any public
question.
Source: C.19:7-6.1 (1960, c.82).

19A:7-8. -Comparison of Signatures or Statements Made
Openly. The comparison of signatures of a voter made upon
registration and upon election day, and if the voter alleges his
inability to write, the comparison of the answers made by such
voter upon registration and upon election day, shall be had in full
view of the challengers. .
Source: R.S. 19:15-17.

19A:7-9. District Board; Challenges; Right to Make; Questions
Asked. The members of the district boards shall at any election
challenge every person who shall claim to have a right to vote
therein whom they or he shall know, or reasonably believe, not to
be qualified or entitled to so vote, and said members of the
district board shall have the power and right to ask all necessary
questions to determine such person's right.
Source: R.S. 19:15-18.

19A:7-10. Challenge on Ground of Disenfranchisement Under
N.J.S. 19A:4-1. If a person is challenged as ineligible to vote
because of disenfranchisement under N.]J.S. 19A:4-1, said
challenge shall be immediately referred by the district board to
the assignment judge of the county, or his designee, who, in a
summary proceeding, shall determine forthwith whether said
person shall be permitted to vote.
Source: R.S. 19:15-19. ‘ _

19A:7-11. Challenge on  Grounds Other  Than
Disenfranchisement under N.J.S. 19A:4-1. If a voter is
~ challenged for any reason other than disenfranchisement under
N.].S. 19A:4-1, the district board shall ask him
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questions which were asked him upon registration, the answers do
not correspond, a note of such fact shall be made in writing by
the district board. If the signatures of the voter or the answers
to the questions made by the voter do not correspond, then it
shall be the privilege of the chauengexﬁ to challenge, and the
duty of each member of the district board to challenge, unless
some other authorized person shall challenge.

Source: R.S. 19:15-23.

19A:7-12. Determination of Cha.llerige; Oath or Affirmation
Administered; Réaching of Determination. The district board
shall not allow any person to vote unless it be satisfied that such
person is in all respects qualified and entitled to vote; and for the
purpose of satisfying itself as to the right of any person who shall
claim the right to vote, it shall have power to examine such
person, and any other person or persons, under oath or
affirmation, in writing on a form as prescribed by the
Commission on Elections, except if the challenge is for
disenfranchisement. The board shall determine the right of the
voter to vote, after making use of, and giving due weight to, the
evidence afforded by his signature, if any, and such answers; and
if any member of the board shall allow any challenged person to
vote, without requiring him to take the oath or affirmation
prescribed to be made upon such challenge, and the pe‘rsbn shall
not be qualified and entitled to vote, the member so giving or
assenting to allow the voter to vote, shall be deemed to have
allowed such person to vote knowing it to be illegal.

The question as not allowing the person to vote shall be put in
the following form: "Shall this person be allowed to vote by this
board?” ;

If a majority of the board shal<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>