
HORSE RACING 

Horse brushing or bumping another horse in stretch interfering with 
the progress of that horse warranted disqualification. Bonaventura v. 
New Jersey Racing Commission, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (RAC) 33. 

Winning horse's unintentional bumping of another horse; disqualifi-
cation. Levy v. New Jersey Racing Commission, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (RAC) 
11. 

Failure to control horse resulting in collision; regulation violated; 
suspension ordered. New Jersey Racing Commission v. Martinez, 93 
N.J.A.R.2d (RAC) 1. 

13:70-11.2 Jostling 
No horse or jockey shall willfully jostle another horse. 

13:70-11.3 Touching or striking 
No jockey shall willfully strike or touch another jockey's 

horse or equipment for the purpose of interfering with that 
horse or jockey. 

13:70-11.6 

13:70-11.4 Shortening stride 

No jockey s~all unnecessarily cause his horse to shorten 
its stride with a view to complaint. 

13:70-11.5 Frivolous complaints 

No owner, trainer or jockey shall complain frivolously that 
his horse was crossed or jostled. 

13:70-11.6 Complaints 

The stewards shall take cognizance of foul or careless 
riding and may entertain reports from other racing officials 
of the meeting whether or not formal complaint is made, 
but no complaint shall be considered which comes from any 
person other than the jockey, owner or trainer of the horse 
alleged to have been interfered with. 
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13:70-11.7 Disqualifications; fouls. 

If a horse is disqualified for a foul under these rules, any 
other horse in the race owned wholly or in part by the same 
interest, or coupled in the betting through a mutuality of 
interest, may also be disqualified. 

13:70-11.8 Extent of disqualification 

The stewards are vested with power to determine the 
extent of disqualification in cases of fouls. They may place 
the offending horse behind such horses as in their judgment 
it interfered with, or they may place it last. 

13:70-11.9 Horses' best effort 

(a) All horses shall be ridden out in every race. 

(b) If two or more horses run in one interest in any race, 
each shall give its best effort. 

( c) The practice of declaring to win with one of the other 
of such horses will not be allowed. 

13:70-11.10 .Jockey's best effort 

A jockey shall put forth every reasonable effort and 
exercise the greatest diligence in riding a race. If, in the 
opinion of the stewards, a jockey does not put forth every 
reasonable effort or use proper diligence in the riding of the 
race, such jockey shall be penalized by the stewards accord-
ing to the gravity of the offense. 

Amended by R.1990 d.127, effective February 20, 1990. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 3856(b), 22 N.J.R. 663(b). 

Administrative correction. 

13:70-11.11 Automatic disqualification; purse 

A horse which leaves the course or loses its jockey during 
the running of a race is automatically disqualified and 
placed last. Any portion of a purse that would normally 
accrue to such horse shall revert to the association. 

13:70-11.12 Abusive whipping by a jockey 

Every jockey shall be responsible for the proper use of his 
or her whip during the running of a race. Whips may be 
used for the purpose of encouraging a horse to give forth its 
best effort during the running of a race, but shall not be 
used in an abusive or reckless manner. The stewards shall 
take cognizance of the manner in which a whip is used 
during the riding of a race and at all times thereafter and 
shall make such determinations as they deem appropriate 
with respect to whether or not there has been an abusive 
use of a whip and/or reckless use of a whip. If, in the 
opinion of the stewards, an abuse of the whip or a reckless 
use of the whip has been committed, the offending jockey 
shall be fined and/or suspended by the stewards. 

New rule, R.1988 d.559, effective December 5, 1988. 
See: 20 N.J.R. 2038(a), 20 N.J.R. 3025(a). 

13:70-12.4 

SUBCHAPTER 12. CLAIMING 

13:70-12.1 Claiming races on the flat 
In claiming races on the flat, other than open claiming 

pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:71-14.36, any horse is subject to 
claim for its entered price by any owner who has started a 
horse on the flat at the meeting at which the claim is made 
and who also has been assigned stalls on a permanent basis 
on the premises of a licensed New Jersey racetrack, or who 
has been assigned stabling at an approved farm in the State 
of New Jersey. 

Amended by R.1980 d.95. effective February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a). 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 
Amended by R.1982 d.183. effective June 21, 1982. 
See: 14 N . .J.R. 91 (a), 14 N.J.R. 661(a). 

"Any licensed ... individually" added. 
Amended by R.1986 d.215, effective June 16, 1986. 
See: 18 N.J.R. 546(a). 18 N.J.R. 1308(a). 

Deleted text "Any licensed owner who has an interest in any starter 
shall thereafter be eligible to claim individually." Added text "and who 
also ... of New Jersey." 
Amended by R.1987 d.420, effective October 19. 1987 (operntive 

December 26, 1987). 
See: 19 N.J.R. 1419(a), 19 N.J.R. 191l(a). 

Added text "other than open claiming pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
13:71-14.36". 

13:70-12.2 Restrictions; claiming privileges 
The stewards at their discretion may permit an owner 

racing from out-of-state to replace a horse claimed from 
him even though the owner does not meet the stabling 
requirements of N.J.A.C. 13:70-12.1. 

Amended by R.1980 d.95, effective February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 
!\mended by R.1986 d.215, effective June 16, 1986. 
See: 18 N.J.R. 546(a), 18 N.J.R. 1308(c). 

Added text "even though the ... N.J.A.C. 13:70-12.1." 

13:70-12.3 Claiming races over jumps or hurdles 
In claiming races over jumps or hurdles any horse is 

subject to claim for its entered price by any owner who has 
started a horse in a steeplechase or hurdle race at the 
meeting at which the claim is made. 

13:70-12.4 Claimed horse 
For a period of 30 days after the claim, any claimed horse 

which finishes first or second in the race from which it was 
claimed, shall not race for a claiming price of less than 25 
percent more than the price for which it was claimed. Any 
subsequent changes in the official order of finish posted by 
the Stewards on the day which the horse was claimed, shall 
not affect this requirement. 

An1ended by R.1980 d.95, effective February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 
Amended by R.1984 d.524, effective November 19, 1984 (operative 

January 1, 1985). 
See: 16 N.J.R. 2348(a), 16 N.J.R. 3215(a). 

(b): Delete "in which the weight to be carried is assigned by the 
handicapper". 
Amended by R.1994 d.134, effective March 21, 1994. 
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13:70-12.4 

See: 25 N.J.R. 1059(a), 26 N.J.R. 1354(b). 
Repeal and New Rule, R.1996 d.539, effective November 18, 1996 

(operative January 1, 1997). 
See: 28 N.J.R. 3889(a), 28 N.J.R. 4897(a). 

13:70-12.5 Claimed horse racing elsewhere 

A claimed horse shall not race elsewhere until after the 
close of the meeting at which it was claimed. · Nothing in 
this rule shall preclude any claimed horse from entering any 
stake race. 

Amended by R.1980 d.95, effective February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 

13:70-12.6 Agents 

A claim may be made by a licensed authorized agent, but 
an agent may claim only for the account of those for whom 
he is licensed as agent. 

Amended by R.1980 d.95, effective February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 

13:70-12.7 Claiming own horse 

No person shall claim his own horse, or cause his own 
horse to be claimed, directly or indirectly, for his own 
account. 

13:70-12.8 Claimed horse; stabled 

No claimed horse shall remain in the same stable or 
under the care or management of the owner or trainer from 
whom claimed. 

13:70-12.9 Number of claims 

No person shall claim more than one horse in any one 
race. No authorized agent, although representing several 
owners, shall submit more than one claim in any one race. 
No person shall place or cause to be placed more than one 
claim form in the claim box under any circumstances. 

Amended by R.1980 d.95, effective February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 

13:70-12.10 Stable claims 

When a stable consists of horses owned by more than one 
person, trained by the same trainer, not more than one 
claim may be entered on behalf of such stable in any one 
race. 

13:70-12.11 Agreements 

No person shall offer, or enter into an agreement to claim 
or not to claim, or attempt to prevent another person from 
claiming any horse in a claiming race; and no owner or 
trainer shall make any agreement for the protection of each 
other's horses in a claiming race. 

DEPT. OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

13:70-12.12 Intimidation 
No person shall attempt by intimidation or threat of 

bodily harm to prevent anyone from racing a horse in any 
claiming race for which it is entered. 

As amended, R.1980 d.95, eff. February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 NJ.R. 208(c). 

13:70-12.13 Affidavits 
The Stewards may, at any time, at their discretion, require 

any person who has filed a claim to make affidavit in writing 
that he is claiming in accordance with the rules; and claims 
which are not made in keeping with the rules shall be void. 

As amended, R.1980 d.95, eff. February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 436(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 

13:70-12.14 Form of claims 
All claims must be made in writing, on forms and in 

envelopes furnished by the association. Both forms and 
envelopes must be filled out completely, and must be accu-
rate in every detail, otherwise, the claim shall be void. For 
purpose of compliance with this rule, the name of the horse 
as appearing in the program and/or Daily Racing Form shall 
govern. 

As amended, R.1980 d. 95, eff. February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a). 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 

13:70-12.15 No money in claim box 
No money or its equivalent shall be put in the claim box. 

For a claim to be valid the claimant must have a credit 
balance in his account with the association's horsemen's 
accountant of not less than the amount of the claim, plus 
New Jersey sales tax. No claimant shall deplete his account 
after entering a claim for any horse for a period of two 
hours from the time the said claim was entered. 

As amended, R.1980 d.95, eff. February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 

13:70-12.16 Time; claims 
Claims must be deposited in the claim box at least 10 

minutes before post time of each race. 

Amended by R.1986 d.171, effective May 19, 1986. 
See: 18 N.J.R. 402(a), 18 N.J.R. 1104(c). 

Claims deposited changed from 15 to iO minutes. 

13:70-12.17 Irrevocability 
Claims are irrevocable. 

13:70-12.18 Opening claim envelopes 
Prior to off-time, the stewards, or their appointed deputy, 

shall open the claim envelopes for each race, and thereafter 
check with the horsemen's accountant to ascertain whether 
the proper credit balance has been established with the 
association. The association shall provide an agent who 
shall deliver the claim box to the Steward's stand. 
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As amended, R.1980 d.95, eff. February 27, 1980. 
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c). 

Next Page is 70-39 

13:70-12.18 

70-38. l Supp. 11-18-96 




