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REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINATED SITES

7:26C-10.3

4. The scope of the necessary remediation or the es-
timated remediation costs;

5. The actions that the responsible parties are directed
to take;

6. The manner and timetable for the undertaking action
pursuant to the directive; and

7. The identification of a period in which the respon-
sible parties may respond to the directive.

(d) The Department may issue a notice to an insurer or any
other person the Department believes may have financial
responsibility for a hazardous substance at the site.

(e) Prior to the expiration of the time for a response con-
tained in the directive, the Department will be available to
discuss the directive upon receipt of a written request from a
responsible party to the Department’s contact person desig-
nated in the directive.

(f) The responsible party shall communicate its selection
of one of the following responses to the directive in writing to
the Department’s contact person identified in the directive
within the time period set forth in the directive.

1. If the responsible party decides to comply with the
directive, the directive recipient shall respond in accor-
dance with the specific instructions contained within the
directive.

2. If the responsible party decides not to comply with
the directive, but decides to pay for certain portions of the
remediation specified in the directive, the responsible party
shall make such payment in mitigation of any liability that
it may possess and comply with (g) below; however, the
Department may refuse any payment made pursuant to this
paragraph if there are any conditions attached to that

payment.

3. If the responsible party decides not to comply with
the directive, the directive recipient shall comply with (g)
below, indicating in writing that it chooses not to take any
actions to comply with the directive.

(g) If the responsible party chooses to pay in mitigation of
its liability under a directive or not to comply with a directive,
the responsible party shall submit a written response to the
Department according to the requirements in the directive.
The responsible party shall include in the response a detailed
explanation of the person’s reasons for its decision, including
all good cause defenses to the directive.

SUBCHAPTER 10. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS

7:26C-10.1 Scope

(a) This subchapter contains provisions that:

1. Establish the eligibility requirements for technical
assistance grants, at N.J.A.C. 7:26C-10.3;

2. Establish the pre-application requirements for a
technical assistance grant, at N.J.A.C. 7:26C-10.4;

3. Establish the application requirements for a technical
assistance grant, at N.J.A.C. 7:26C-10.5;

4. Establish the eligible technical assistance grant ac-
tivities, at N.J.A.C. 7:26C-10.6; and

5. Establish the reporting requirements for a commun-
ity group receiving a technical assistance grant, at N.J.A.C.
7:26C-10.7.

7:26C-10.2 General requirements

(a) The Department shall award a technical assistance
grant in an amount not to exceed $10,000 per remediation
phase for each of the following phases of remediation:

1. The remedial investigation phase; and
2. The remedial action phase.

(b) The money awarded in a technical assistance grant
shall be used for the limited purposes of hiring a licensed site
remediation professional to support and advise a grant
recipient concerning the technical assistance grant activities
described at N.J.A.C. 7:26C-10.6(b).

(¢) The Department shall not award a technical assistance
grant to more than one community group at any one time for
any contaminated site.

(d) The Department may provide reimbursement to any
community group for costs incurred pursuant to N.J.A.C.
7:26C-10.4(d).

7:26C-10.3 Eligibility

(a) A community group is eligible for a technical assis-
tance grant if it meets the following criteria:

1. One or more members of the community group lives
near the site;

2. No member of the community group is associated
with any person responsible for conducting the remediation
of the site;

3. No person responsible for conducting the remedia-
tion of the site established or is currently supporting the
community group;

4. The community group must not be affiliated with a
national organization;

5. The community group is not an academic institution;

6. The community group does not consist of a political
subdivision (example: township or municipality);
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7. The community group is incorporated or in the
process of incorporating;

8. The community group must be:

i. A non-profit organization pursuant to the Internal
Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. §501(c)3;

ii. In the process of obtaining status pursuant to 26
U.S.C. §501(c)3 status; or

iii. Be affiliated with a local organization that has
obtained status under 26 U.S.C. §501(c)3 as a non-profit
organization for the specific purpose of representing the
community;

9. The community group must have established pro-
cedures for recordkeeping and financial accounting in
managing the technical assistance grant; and

10. The community group must have a commercial bank
account in the name of the community group or the name
of the 501(c)3 organization with which the community
group has affiliated.

7:26C-10.4 Pre-application process

(a) A community group may request that the Department
make a finding of substantial public interest in a particular
contaminated site, as a condition of seeking a technical
assistance grant, by submitting to the Department a petition
containing the signatures of 25 or more people who live or
work near the site.

(b) The Department will respond to a petition and inform
the community group of whether or not it has met the re-
quirements of a substantial public interest.

(c) Within 30 days after receiving the Department’s re-
sponse, the community group shall submit to the Depart-
ment’s Office of Community Relations a Letter of Intent that
includes the following information:

1. The name of the community group;
2. A description of the composition of the group;

3. A statement of the group’s intent to apply for a
technical assistance grant;

4. The program interest name and program interest
number (preferred ID) of the contaminated site for which
the group is seeking the grant; and

5. The name and address of a contact person for the
group and his or her daytime phone number.

(d) Upon receipt of the Letter of Intent, the community
group will publish a public notice in a daily or weekly news-
paper of general circulation in the vicinity of the contami-
nated site which includes the following information:
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1. The program interest name and program interest
number (preferred ID) of the contaminated site for which
the group is seeking a technical assistance grant;

2. A statement that the community group has submitted
a Letter of Intent to the Department as part of the process
to acquire a technical assistance grant for the contaminated
site;

3. The name of the community group, seeking the
technical assistance grant, and its contact; and

4. A statement that any other community groups in-
terested in a technical assistance grant for the same con-
taminated site has 30 days after the publication of the
notice in the newspaper to submit its own Letter of Intent
to the Department.

(e) If the Department does not receive an additional Letter
of Intent within the prescribed time period, the Department
will advise the community group in writing that it has 60 days
to file an application for a technical assistance grant pursuant
to N.J.A.C. 7:26E-10.5.

(f) If the Department receives additional Letters of Intent,
all community groups filing letters will have an additional 30
days from the publication of the public notice to attempt to
form a coalition. The Department’s website at www.nj.gov/
dep/srp/srra/community/ provides guidance about the coali-
tion process.

(g) If multiple community groups apply for a grant for the
same site and phase and no coalition is formed, the Depart-
ment will not award a grant.

7:26C-10.5 Application for technical assistance grant

(a) An applicant for a technical assistance grant shall
submit an application, on a Technical Assistance Grant Form
available from the Department at www.nj.gov/dep/srp/srra/
community, which includes the following information:

1. A description of the community group, including:
i.  The bylaws established by the community group;

ii. An explanation of how the community group is
organized, including officers and purpose;

iii. An explanation of how the community group’s
board of directors, technical advisors, and project
manager will interact with each other; and

iv. The name and address of contact person for the
community group and his/her daytime phone number;

2. Documentation that the community group meets the
eligibility requirements outlined in N.J.A.C. 7:26C-10.3(a);
and

3. A financial plan, including:
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