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ICYMI: Governor Murphy, Attorney General
Platkin, and New Jersey State Police
Announce a Nearly 70% Reduction in
Expungement Backlog

04/15/2024

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy, Attorney General Matthew J. Platkin, the New Jersey State Police (NJSP), and
the Division of Criminal Justice today announced a 117% increase in processed final expungement orders from
2022 to 2023 and a nearly 70% reduction in the number of pending applications from its peak. Through the State’s
significant efforts, the number of expungement orders awaiting final processing is at its lowest point since
legislation took effect that significantly increased the pool of people eligible to expunge their criminal records. NJSP
is actively working to clear remaining expungement orders eligible for final processing. Continued efforts are
underway to better integrate law enforcement systems with systems utilized by the courts to allow for further
streamlining of the process in the future.

In 2019, Governor Murphy signed major criminal justice reform legislation as part of his Second Chance Agenda.
The legislation created a petition process for those convicted of some low-level offenses to have their criminal
records expunged or erased, providing them with a “clean slate.” This process is available to individuals who have
not committed an offense in the past 10 years and have not been convicted of serious crimes. The law also
mandates the sealing of low-level marijuana cases upon their disposition.

In response to this law, the NJSP established the Expungement Unit. The Unit is responsible for protecting
individuals’ right to privacy by sealing and expunging all criminal records ordered by the court. The number of final
expungement orders received jumped significantly after the “clean slate” law took effect — from a total of 36,120
between 2018 and 2020 to 144,071 between 2021 and 2023. The number of final orders processed completely
totaled nearly 110,000 in 2023 and the first three months of 2024 combined.

“Our Administration believes in second chances and we're proud to have processed over 100,000 expungements
orders to date,” said Governor Murphy. “Expunging criminal records will help expand opportunities for individuals
who have successfully rehabilitated their lives and allow them to make further contributions to society. Our
Administration remains committed to this work, including clearing the remaining backlog, and will continue to
advance the cause of criminal justice reform and reintegration in New Jersey.”

“New Jersey is dedicated to aiding and supporting individuals who have made mistakes that have created obstacles
to employment opportunities and housing. True reform includes helping to remove the stigma associated with an
arrest or conviction that often stands in the way of success,” said Attorney General Platkin. “We are committed to
continuing to improve the expungement system in order to help individuals to overcome their past, as we help pave
the way for a brighter future for countless individuals.”

“The expedited clearance of these backlogged records reflects the New Jersey State Police’s commitment to
fostering greater trust in the criminal justice system,” said Colonel Patrick J. Callahan, Superintendent of the
New Jersey State Police. “With the steadfast support of Governor Murphy and Attorney General Platkin, the New
Jersey State Police remain committed to continually improving upon the efficacy of the expungement process.”

“Each processed expungement order reflects an important step in an individual's efforts to improve their life after
moving through the criminal justice system,” said Director of Criminal Justice J. Stephen Ferketic. “This
administration is committed to doing all that we can to improve efficiencies around the processing of these critically
important orders.”

After the passage of the “clean slate” law, funding was specifically allocated for enhancing and sustaining the Back
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NJSP’s Expungement Unit to bolster its capabilities. These funds have facilitated the recruitment of additional

personnel, procurement of necessary equipment, and investment in hardware and software solutions crucial for
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effective operations.

To adjust to this increased workload and ensure that expungements were performed as timely as possible, the
NJSP Software Programming Unit implemented a program targeted at Expedited Expungement Orders in early 2024.

This program reduced the number of pending expungements by over 45,000. Additional staffing, enhancements, and
modifications to expungement programming, as well as enhanced communication between the NJSP and municipal
and county law enforcement partners and other relevant stakeholders, have helped streamline the expungement
process and resolve cases more efficiently.

As of the end of March 2024, the Expungement Unit has processed 58,198 final orders since it was established.
There were 19,874 applications, including recently received requests, pending as of the end of March. NJSP intends
to continue working with other stakeholders within the criminal justice system to further reduce this backlog.

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy
(/governor/admin/about)
Lt. Governor Tahesha

Way

(/governor/admin/It)

In memoriam of Lt.
Governor Sheila Y. Oliver
(/governor/admin/It-
sheila-y-oliver)

Senior Staff
(/governor/admin/staff)
Cabinet
(/governor/admin/cabinet)
Office of Climate Action
and the Green Economy
(/governor/climateaction/)
Office of Equity
(/governor/admin/equity/)
Office of Health Care
Affordability and

Transparency

#it#
Statewide
NJ Home
Key Initiatives Social .
(/lwww.nj.gov)
Economy & Jobs Facebook Services Ato Z

(/governor/initiatives/#Econortiytps:// www.facebook.com/ggyganarpfi§BvIR[IyBv/njgovialphaser

Education Twitter

Departments/Agencies
(/governor/initiatives/#Educat(biips://twitter.com/GovM Ufpf‘(Yl)www.nj.govln j/govideptservl)

Environment Instagram

FAQs
(/governor/initiatives/#Enviror(frtgps)// www.instagram.com/ qawinijYgbv/fags/)

Health Snapchat Contact Us
(/governor/initiatives/#Health)https://www.snapchat.com/aggRiAlIA§ g6¥Inj/feedback.html)
Law & Justice YouTube

Privacy Notice
(/governor/initiatives/#Justicehttps://www.youtube.com/ an‘PN@WWFﬁPBCWh j/privacy.html)

Transportation Legal Statement &
Contact Us
/

(/governor/initiatives/#Transpcriation Disclaimers

Scheduling Requests (//Iwww.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

(/governor/contact/schedulingﬂ\’cessibiIity Statement

Contact Us

News & Events

Press Releases (//Iwww.nj.gov/njlaccessibility.html)
(/governor/news/news/56202¢ tappmadioeneidettive. shtml)

Photos

(https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Public Addresses

(/governor/news/addresses)

Executive Orders

(/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)

Administrative Orders

(/governor/admin/affordabIeh?/'aIthcare/i dex.s

overnor news)?atévgpproved/ao_archive.shtml)


https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html

Boards, Commissions & Direct Appointments

Authorities (/governor/news/appointments)
(/governor/admin/bca) Advice and Consent

New Jersey Puerto Rico Appointments

Commission (/governor/news/acappointments)

(https://www.nj.gov/puertoric&tatemissis )

Internship Opportunities Legislation
(/governor/admin/internship.sffgolernor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)
Governor's Fellows Administration Reports

Program (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)
(/governor/admin/fellows)  Transition Reports

Governor's Residence - (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)
Drumthwacket Press Kits

(http://drumthwacket.org/)  (/governor/news/press)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2024

(//nj.gov/opra/) Office of GO\;ernor P(’)\I\chagggl
renton,

609-292-6000

(https://my.state.nj.us/openam/Ul/Login) (https://tech.nj.gov/)


https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
http://drumthwacket.org/
http://drumthwacket.org/
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/
https://tech.nj.gov/

