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o ROB] RT. L I 1TTE L
" ASSEMBLYMAN, DISTRICT 15 ‘5 USSEX \‘ARNEN e,.s,mc)g

Box 277, 47 (,ul RCH '§1
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§ GEMRALASMMBLY B :-_’BUS eo.’az, Ji3s Sl
OF NEw JERSEY v RES.2O1-B27-7138. 0 T
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, EMr James S1nc1a1r, Dlrector

~ -New Jersey Commission on~ =~ oo
. Capital Budgeting- and P]ann1ng .JﬁRV'“'

' Tax Building J L

- State & Willow. Streets Gl
’Trenton, New Jersey 08625

A 724 and A 728 B
"tetDear Mr Slnc1a1r

1 have 1ntroduced two Assemb]y bI]]S Wh]ch requ1re. we;
- the- cons1derat10n and recommendatlon of your
R comm15510n o : 7. , e :
' ;avAt the suggest1on of Senator Dumont I am - S
writing to you to request ‘that you . cons1der

- these two bond issues ‘at your next meeting
- which~ I understand w111 be the ]4th of Apr11

tThank you for your attent1on to th1s matter

.pS1ncere1y, _“1"
’_gRobert E L1tte11
: ;Assemb]yman

‘nEnc ‘
'i?;copy Senator Wayne Dumont Jr

(A 724 not pr1nted yet)
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. In 1968 1969 Paul Rego was hlred as a consultlng englneer by
the Clty °f Newark t° deVelOp plans for the watershed. tf;:.'l"”
The rest 1s hlStOPY.v. i N

y,Over the years some of the watershed property was sold It w1ll

'always be subgect to polltlcal pressures as the admlnlstratlonﬁfsv

e of the 01ty changes. Unless the state buys the development
';?f' rlghts._anythlng could happen._,pi7'“ | _p |
tIn 1972 a report was publlshed regardlng the future of the
Pequannock Watershed. One of the conclu81ons was that
the state could buy the property Ty l Sl , .
.:In 1977 the C1ty of Newark applled to. the Townshlp of West Mllford
| “for a change in. the plannlng and zonlng of thelr land so they:dt
rcould develop 1t._.l_' | ‘ | | | o
'-ln 19?8 the Mayor and Townshlp Commlttee regected thelr request. .
On February 28 1978 the Townshlp of West Mllford was served w1th ;3
a lawsult from the C1ty of Newark as a‘result of thelr B
reJectlon. : | h | e |
_I have a commltnent fron Gov. Byrne to‘tour the area and‘vlslt |
B w1th the c1t1zens 1n the affected area in Aprll and I would
be pleased 1f the Commlttee would come._. SO
I have requested the New Jersey Comm1ss1on on Capltal Budgetlng
'and Plannlng to rev1ew A 728 at thelr next meetlng.:cﬂtiy
‘I respectfully request that the Commlttee release A ?28 for a- -

floor vote as soon as poss1ble.,“_;f
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STATEMENT OF

MR, TERRENCE D. MOORE
;;‘Ex_,CUTIVE DIRECTOR

Of The

s’"NENAvT( VATERQHED ;CONSEPVATION AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION*

LY cmmT'"EE ON ENEPCY AND NATURAL RESOURCEQ L

»,lt Was not untll

"ff;;erlday,iMarch 17 1978 ?:110@06;A§Mfffba#lh(

::.;fcelved 1n my offlce from"r Norman,Nlller OL the Commlttee s

HJitfsta‘f asklng 1f the Clty oanewarkbhad recelved notlce of thls

”*jg;hearlng’ wblch 1t had not The Clty of Newark 1s the owner of

Tfithe 1argest mun1c1pal_watershed holdlngs 1n the Qtate:of,NeW

‘ 'fDJersey It therefo els:}ms‘apnroprlate to me thatithe Clty would

-'_;have been among the ‘1rst to recelve such notlce.g On Frlday,

It NEWARK WATERSHED 'W"ONSERVATION‘AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATIONVI'

o o il

 NEWARK, NEw JERSEY o7|oz .': (20|) 6224521

:phone call was re-: f'jjv.

o NEWFOUNDLAND N. 3. o7ass
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'iMarch 17th I telephoned the Hackensack hater Company, the Jersey
d_lCity Water Utlllty,,the Ellzabethtown Water Company, the Passaic f”'”
V.Valley Water CommlsSLOn and the East Orange Vater Ut111ty to i

7determ1ne what I already suspected 43that not one of the publicfhfi

';or private water tompanles that service this fegion had been fli:'
Enotlfled of the hearlng One must confess a degree of amazementv

3that the people most affected by A‘728 the owners of Watershed .

.property, whether prlvate or publlc would be the last to know ?

“that this hearlng was being held .”,5.

7-1 am not here th1s mornlng to speak agalnst Assembly Blll 728 the;”v”“
1"New Jersey Blue Acres Act of 1978 i but to speak of 1t w1th a .
ldegree of ob3ect1v1ty, and w1th1n a framework of what mlght be ln
»‘the State s 1nterest ratherf:han what mlght only be 1n the Clty _;f‘

“of Newark's lnterest ‘“'Tk‘fj'u'

“A 728 as we understand 1t,»wou1d prov1de for a bond 1ssue of

$250 mllllon 1'=or the acqulsltlon of all, or portlons of all land

used for water supply purposes from run1c1pal or prlvate water o

companles Ve, of course ‘would not speak agalnst such a con-‘.,;(h*"
cept, for from tlme to ‘time we may w1sh to convey certaln lands

to the State,‘and it would be nlce to have a pot of money there

for such negotlated transactlons Our d1ff1cu1ty 1n the past

has been the State s v1ew that our lands were already oubllcally ‘f"‘

owned and that the Drlorltles for the expendlture of Green Acres:

monles should be for the acqulsltlon of prlvately owned lands

h:A 728 would change that prlorlty so that lands owned by the publlc{:f'V




: ‘11tleS

1lst of serv1ces
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| wrsh-toranalyze,,

1 belleve that every b111 in the Leglslature must be examlned in

'llght of 1ts cost to the people of New Jersey, and in’ llght of

other a1ternat1ves that‘may attaln the same purposes w1th 1esser”>

; f1nanc1a1 burdens upon the people of the State of New Jersey
The economlc impact of A 728 has yet to be examlned 1n accor— Ef’"h-’
_dance w1th Chapter 247 of the Laws of 1977 One mlght suggest

that the B111 be referred to the State Capltal Neeos Comm1551on %

for a determlnatlon of whether 1t 1s of merlt and 1ndeed repreff“

sents a prlorlty for the expendlture of Qtate monles

A-728, Whlch at flrst look has a noble obJectlve seems to be R

v dupllcatlve of ex1st1ng leglslatlon that may prov1de the same

result : The Creen Acres Bond Issue alreadv prov1des for the

acqulsltlon of lands for conservatlon and preservatlon Durposes

LIt does not- exclude the acqulslt1on of Watersheds ~It Was.theh;’7f

1nstrument used for the acqulsltlon of Round Valley and Spruce,

Run Reserv01rs One might note that the State ‘does not relm—

'burse the communltles affected for taxes at full value every

year,f The Green Acres formula was applled »

Then, of course, there is. the questlon of other alternatlves
which accompllsh the same obJectlves at less cost to the State}"

There are a number of ‘such alternatlves whlch the Commlttee nay



"J;Lrep;ac’ment blll,nlght prov1de that lands of mun1c1pal1t1es7

‘»?fgbb l’would gather many a111es and not cost the State of New
.M*fg;ersey a dime

’w‘ffmoney

"4gg;true valu G

_ithe reneal of 54 4 3 3 wh1ch prov1des

fﬁ7iforythe taxatlon;hf munlcinally owned water suonlv 1ands A-fiﬂf7fﬁ“

Tused for'water suoply purposes whlch are commltted to conser-*iff

r

"fvvatlon purposes through varlous dev1ces shall be taxed as other

"‘“fi un1c1pa11y owned lands, that 1s» they shall be tax eremot

~“ﬂfitaxed at the actual value of mun1c1pa1 serv1ces rendered by the'?ﬁ,iff‘

'"glocal mun1c1pa11t1es

1mprovements ln the var1 OUS water systems

"'57'?'-1ands used ‘f'or pubkv_‘lc rec’:reatlon purposes be taxed at 207°'°f

:again at no;“st“to the State of Nev Jersey,‘ I would'”

E 'L" -

vthat 92% of Newar? s holdlngs are currently used for

:ga vast'array of publlc recreatlon actrv1t1es 1nc1ud1ng rlshlng,_;}77”"

thhlklng, boatlng, huntlng, horseback rldlng, and Sklln° Thousandsﬁhf}h

f”sof New Jersey 8. c1tlzens‘have taken advantage oF thls resource

7f1n the past few years. 1n.'5;7

,‘

'1yAnother varlatlon wou1o allow the State to acqulﬂifdevelopment

:;Mfwrlghtsvon1watershed lands w1th the approprlate aoﬂustment 1n

itaxes geared toward the conservatlon uses of the land f ThlS

fan assure thlS Comrlttee that such :dﬁhf;f‘”

there 1s a- Blll A-9°1 whlchrwould prov*de that such .jiif

x:aifAnother ver31on of course mlght prov1de that such lands be ?f77?1:s1 f;;7

A

A
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:»pllsh the same goal

v_would cost the qtate money,‘but far less than A*728 aﬁdjabéoﬁg;._f173“?

."‘rhér'é‘ are *tﬂ”ahyf me "a"lternati»vés ‘that m'i”ght' be expiaféd" "in.clu&; S

1ng the use of TDR the transrer of development rlghts on portlons

of the land the appllcatlon of conservatlon easements etc.tffufﬁ

All I belleve would do the same thlng as A 728 - protect crltlcal
and ecologlcally sens1t1ve watershed land wh1ch 1s defined as such

u51ng accepted env1ronmental crlterla.,;‘;f""

,Whlle we applaud Mr thtell s effort we flnd certaln Weaknessesg37':

in A- 728 that must be corrected and alternatlves that should be}w"”lhtt'

explored The self serv1ng tax rermbursements Vhlch serves the

' Vinterests of a few at the cost of many must be changed It 18‘”

not d1ff1cu1t to see that thlS b111 beneflts flrst people who

11ve in the Watersheds Perhaps, they should share a maJor bur- L»fr"’

_den oF the cost

The b111 does not address the problem of prlvately owned lands
interspersed among ‘the publlcally owned propertles The develop~ L

ment of the 15% of the Pequannock Watershed 1n prlvate ownershlpv

- is of great 1mportance to the protectlon of the water system

A—728 would attempt to buy out Newark but allow prlvate partles

to. develop at will. 1n the same watershed Nany of the supoorters;-l

of A- 728 here today have already taken advantage of the llbertlesiﬁf;j

I

extended to. prlvate developers w1thout regara to the 1mpact on fiy.”
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"“Vbecome env1ronmentallsts

"Plnterests of all oF the people of the Stat

our pequannock system -mhey 11ve on 1ands_wh1ch contrlbute to‘ﬁf]li?”'“‘

:ftthe water supoly of the Clty of Newark They have recentl" ‘inf'fff\ -

o 1 belleve that th members of thlS Commlttee are aware that thef;f.’:

Clty of Newark has 1nst1tuted a su1t agalnst the Townshlp of

"West M11ford challenglng the current zonlng ordlnance of that

:\Townshlp as. belng exc1u31onary, conrlscatory,:and one whlch

Irdlscrlmlnates agalnst the Clty of Vewark Thls suit has been jfhh
’/Z_vcomlng for a number of years ' I would hope that thlS Commlttee?y}; :?ﬁxu
':hfwould analyze A-728 a b111 sponsored by the Assemblyman repre-;y_h;;fs
vfﬁlsentlng the Townshlp of Vestrxllford in llght of the facts at j;;

ihand I am confldent that 1n d01ng so you W111 cons1der the t:bf E

foen Jersey

. ;Interests whlch call for flscal respon31b111ty, env1ronmenta1
'*isen51t1v1ty, and soc1a1 equltv I am confldent too, that yourfggf
E dec131ons w111 reflect the careful rev1ew of every alternatlve w

,; regardlng the 1ssue before you, and I w1sh to thank you for the#;_;‘:

":'opportunltv of brlnglng some of these to your attentlon

ol SRR
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'BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

County Administration Building
39 High Sfreéf. N‘ewion, New Jersey 07840
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 69

_ Newton, Neéw Jersey 07860
Telephbne (201) 383-1023

Joseph Keslo, Director

Edmund J. Zukowski

John C. Whitesell

Louise Childs, Clerk

Donald E. Welcome, County Administrator

March 20, 1978

Assembly Energy and Natural Resources Committee
Public Hearing on Blue Acres Bond Issue .=
Wayne Township Municipal Building

Wayne New Jersey '

Dear Committee members:

Sussex County Board of Chosen Ffeeholders‘WOuld like to’thank the
Assembly Energy and Natural ResoupceS'Committee for thisvbpporfunityvfo
respond to the proposed Blue Acres Act of 1978,'Assemb1y Bill 728,vintfodgced
by Assemblyman Rﬁbert Littell. |

The importance of preserving our natural resources is essentiallif
we are to sustain the quality of life which this_society:is currently
experiencing. Conservation of watershed and environmentally sensitive areas
nust be seriously considered ana immediate -steps should be téken td prdtect
and preserve the most vulnerable resourcé in Suésex County, its water suppiy.
Sussex County's water resources are ﬁredicatéd on the‘amoﬁnt of surface and
subsurface supply and recharge capéqity, These elements are extremely importanﬁ
and must be'considered before any deVelopmeﬁt can‘Be'given apprOVal‘fOr
construction. Eoth the Cdunty 208 water Quality Manégement Program and County
Master Plan-Land Use Element have ideﬁtified the negd to preserve all wateréhed
areas before over-development dccnlfs:and.it becomes.too late to‘remedy the

situation.

11



) The County Plannlng Board adopted the Land Use Element of the County

‘ 3l=Master Plan on November 167hnd amended December}Zl 1977 andl n December 27

»vJohn Whitesell
"Freeholder Direct
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- omc RIDGE HOHNWNERS‘ ASSOGIATION summT REs

!. J. smm ASSEHBLY BILL A-?29 DA‘I@ FEBBUARY 14‘1)! _
(REPRESER‘MTIVE ROBERT I.ITIELL‘S "NEW J'ERSEY BLUE ACRES ACT OF 1978)

. Roprosontative Bob Littell's "Blue Aoroe Act" 1 i modost. reanstie and

essontial first step to a.ssure tho proservation of cloan wator not just for our s

v generation, but also for many generations yet to be born

we have beon paxtioularly oonoernod with the proservation of the Pequan- O

nock watershed a.roa. whioh 1s one of the major watersheds for the North Jersey Area. L

It is one of the ma.in souroes of pota.ble water for the city of Newark a.nd also sup-»

plies wator to Elizabeth, Bloomfield, Bolloville, Hillside, Nutley a.nd Uayne. : |
: Watershod La.nd is not inmune to devolopmontal pressnrosc ‘ In viow of overf,:f |

, esoalating looal a.nd oonnty roa.l ostate taxos, otmors oct‘ watershed properties are |

beginning to more and more look a.t their properties with an eye toward thoir devol-

o opmont and tho roalisation of finanoia.l gain from suoh la.nd

A prine oxanple of this is the oity of Newa.rk*}'s proposal for tho davelop~

ment of a.bout 10% of their Peqna.nnook Watershod ho]dings Ihis proposod dovolopmt o
ca.lls for long torn leasing of la.nd for devolopmont controlled by a uastor plan fOD- T

mulatod by the “Newark Watershed. Conservation And Dovolopnent Corporation" ', ’lhe -
basio soope of the proposal oalls for the building of a total of about 5,280 pri--
ma.ry housing m\its, lO0,000 squaro feet of spocia,lty shops, 80,000 square feet of

theatre spaoe, 525,000 square feet of researoh and developnent units and a 400 rooa :

hotel. This is in a.ddition to pla.nnod reoreational usos sueh as a golf course and

m Uatershed Corporation“s developmnt plan has been praisod for its eoo-, »‘
logical sensitivity and osreful planning by a former direotor of the Now Jersey De- |
partment of Environnontal Proteotiono o B ' ' v

»
( .




Sj.nee then however,x severa.l‘sou:rees1 :have: begun to express deubt that sueh

- :‘massive developnent ee.n occur without at 1east some deleterious effeet on the wat.er

o qualityo Our oun reaeareh has led us to the eonolusion that ___1 developnent orf

f1n v:!.ew of dispaxete expeurt opinion v‘reguding the effeet of watershed denlopunf, SRS

‘,_wa.tershed land will deerease wa.ter qua.lity to some degree and also inereeee the X B 7
',riek of aeeidenta.l pollution of the »water supply. Ue have further eoneluded that, - -

L

en uater qual:l.ty, the people of the state of Neu Jereey would best be served by*

| '}'»,1aav1ng wa.tershed land a.lone, and L vy 'the prompt a.equisit.lon ‘of such ma_r by :the

Blue Aere 3 Bill": strikes us as 'a. fareighted' k:»

.,;'11’1?

2» f.f‘We beJJ.eve that in order to a.void 1mpositio of a eevere 'burde'

f »»Comunities s the pa.ynents ’by' the State in'lieu of ta.xes to:: theee eomunitiee
: shou.‘.ld be adjusted yearly to refleet 1nflationa.ry trends.‘ | |

R
. . -

"-Municipalitd.es oming watershed propertie outside of the

jm-isdicuon should, f w

: A_if they so deeire, be pemitted to eontinue eondueting »wa.ter supply related op-

e ‘era.tions under the supervision ‘of the N J.CDepa.rtnen‘ Of Imvironnental Protec~ 'j ;’v o

tiono

S 1Fina.1 working pa.per - Hater And ‘Sewage F‘aeilities or Pequannock ,.Ha.tershed Develop-
ment (February 1975), Malcom Pim:-e, InCe’ Paraaus, No J.‘
5 lDeta.iled Work Plan For Aveawide Water Quality Management Plan, North Bast, N. J. .
Depa.rtment Of Envirenmental Proteetion, Division 01’ Water' Resourees (Ja.nua.ry 1977)




.'lhe ‘above "sugéve,‘s“ﬁqns wére made to o_v,o'rdo-o"séqe ‘pggai‘b]i.p objections by -
parties affectoﬁ by this act, and to hc‘)pefullyﬂ‘ guarantee a.quiok reléaa_o by commit~
tee and pronpt ‘passage by the legislatureo , ' il .

Speed of passage is essential as ‘we would like to see the bond. issue pre-

' sented to the people of New Jersey this year. . mg Newark Watershed And Conservation

Developnént Corporation is surrently proceeding to force the 'Ibwnship Of West "M;ll:terd
to rezone part vot_ the watershed property for high donsif;y houginé. A ‘,d:evelépnent,

once begun, is diff;cult to revei:se._ We urge. e#eryone prgsent to ,do‘a.ll yin their

- power to accelerate passage of this Bill, The Oak Ridge Homeowners® Association, in

turn, will also devote a great .dealj of its time and energy to h_evlvp' insure passage of
this Bill by the legislature and later by the voters of the State of New Jersey.

\

John Molle -
OAK RIDGE HOMNWNERS‘ ASSOCIATION

A water quality :anact study of Hewark's development pr0posal is atta.ched to each

copy of this pmenta.tion. v



_BROPOSED WATERSHED DEVELOPYENT ON WATER QUALITY

cidentisl dovelopment fn the Poquan-

: “‘~'—v"?v't10n possible. All of the




’milircﬁ allons per dej of water, which will bﬂ
; 'wa.'f*ei.":_

".addi

Fertilizers accumulate in tbe lakes and rivers and begin the inexorable pro~‘

_nental Protection states that "If development occurs in this area, the

to vround water is development in the aquifer recharge areas.i Extensive de-

- vnlopwcnt in these areas could reduce the saf?.yields of the wells in the

CCor nrsd *igures ~nd1c1~e that the development will use approximately 1 3 | |

draﬂn from either ground-
»epoﬁ“.t’ *‘urther proge~t« ma.t o

ah; :‘ the total water SuPPly |

in he Pequannock Watezshed by.5~10ﬁ.' rhus, 5-10% of previously clean wa- - )

'”ter will be direct runoff fron streets, fertilized lawns, parking lots, andtff’f;;&s' :

gutters without the benefit of natural filtration, which has, since the be-v}ﬁfvii

' "iﬁninv of tim e, purified the water in this area._:h ,\3‘-»

What happens when such a significant percentage of the water is 7 o

_not filtered by the existing ecosystem9 1ng‘¢

f} Well, several things happen. The water becomes only 90 95% ”pure"~iz{_:.fl3r

 cess of eutrophication. A report by the New Jersey Department of Environ- g;cfiﬁ

Pequannock Watershed may not be able to supply potable water of acceptable o'bﬁbtg”.t:lu

qualltv to tbe rest of the Northeast w*thout expensive treatment "

It goes on to say ”Eutrophication in the many lakes and reservoirs jsl”o

in the Northeast could be or could become a maJor problem " ‘f,

The same report further states that "An additional problem related ﬂ S

3 pertvnular aquifcr o This may sound rather technical, but to put it simply,‘f7f5

the ﬁF“DOoed Newark develonuent could dry up our uells.- The reservoirs couLiv?7
tnrn'é 2e0. with overvroaths of algae, which, on dying, can cause very unplea~ -
sant \*crs, and could further kill off the indigenous trout population.;”t~f5

There is a further danger frow storm sewers to the water supply.vtf f




‘:. 'Thlo 1anges from difficult to dispose of naterials such as cran&case oil, anti~-

bdt‘;icals. as well as aninal wastes which would be washed into the rivers without

' tltf:system.. Salt used for snow and ice control is an added pollutant that could

fff_age into the rivers and 1akes

o for. determining the size of treatnent facili 'es, th

"'v Peooln' ave a tendency“to'dump all sor of materials into sto n seuers.:i j”{

’i}freeue, paint and various solvents, and residual insecticldes to detergents --;ﬁl

}“7;for exanple. detergents used for car washing = and sundry other household chem-.~"
*‘benefit of degradation and filtration which naturally occurs in a balanced eco-f

E 'a.lso ha.ve a. devastating effect on the aqueous biota. "

These aregonly a few of the poten ialweffects of storm sewer drai‘

fWhat about sanitary sewers’

Well, Newark has proposed a tertiary treatment_system. Glassically;{?jf

lf-at the outlet:;f;the system,lsome engineer will drink a glass of the treated

*;'treatment are entirely satisfactory from an ultimate water quality standpoint._;f;

i Botn reverse osmosis and distillation are currently‘econonically unfeasible. ;j“’ltk'

' All economically feasible‘p _cesses reouire a final'chlorination stage.: Newark

_;:suggests that the chlorinated water will either sprayed onto aig lf course 5’

. ,.or be run into one of the secondary reservoirs.» Based on an average "ate”iuse

F'of 50 gallons per day per person which is the gallonage figure normally nsed '

S would mean a total of

'f?about 700 000 gallons per day of chlorinated water added‘tolthe Pequannock

f ‘Rite The total dailj water runoff averages to about 55jnillion gallons per o

: v-fda,, thus we can assume that about 1% to 27 of the Watershed water would be

‘teh orinatod treated efflue 'ﬁl'This may not sound like grea+ deal except



&

lunn one *eal*zes the po ible ill effects of chlcrinztion. f

anlorine 7whnr rcict*d with water gives us hynocblorous acid 3nd |

'f_hyn;echloricfacid{ :TL ‘can fuc‘he; react w1th various organic compoundc anﬂ
:cnlorinateithen.i}A;naJurity of cnlorinated organ ¢ compounds are either
‘prouen'or‘Suspected carcinovons 'L\.cordin:r to the United States Environmental

" protection Agency;‘ Chlorine and. its acids are also powerful oxhdizing agen‘"

'and'tend to destroy Vitamln E whose main function io to act as an antioxidant

and prevent prenature abinb. Minute amounts of. chlorine can prevent Vitamin

E from perforninv its proper function.. There is further evidence that even

snall amounts of chlorine can cause arteriosclerosis.'

Thus. even if chlorine kills bacteria very effectively, it never-

_ theless is a powerful poison and We See no reason uhy Newark should consider

"eiposing its population to such a hazard if not absolutely necessary.

Wevcould go on.‘ We could point out the danger of possible leakage l

of raw effluent due to damabed or leaky pipes. ZWe could point out the proba- T

bility of untreated sewage going into the water system due to the killing of :
the enzymes and in the activated sludge portion of the water treatment system.

We could point to the exnense ‘of ‘such a fragile system, which would be borne

not by Newark, but mainly by the taxpayers of New Jersey and federal fUnds.b

We could further comment on the inability of these systems to kill off disease -

producing viruses.\ We could talk about Newark's proposed long range plans

- which include drawing less,pure water from the Delaware and Hudson Hivers. and -

question their rationale Ior 7anting to develop in their only really pure wa-i:7“

ter supply area thereby fore.er endangering their water quality. We won't ;”;-*'”

disouss these in dep*h or else we'll ba talking all night..

We would just like torend,this.portion ofrthe~presentaticn,by'quo; \,.




either- basis. S

John Molle T .
OAK R]DGE HOMEOHNERS' ASSOCIATION ,
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i OFFICE OF ;'_I‘HE MAYOR R

:on Energy and Natural Resources o March 20 1978.1

Mr. Chaiman, Members of the Committeer- L

o ‘am present ‘this morning to make a br1ef statement on behalf of the

'vgoverning body of West Milford Township,'and the 22 000 res1dents of our.rfifl

municipality.' West Milford is seventy—eight (78) square miles of natural

beauty forming part of the watershed of three (3) maJor drainage basins.'ﬁ‘ﬂ AR

We believe that the preservation of existing undeveloped watershed lands ivf’

is essential to protect the state 's dwindling reserves of clean water.-rIn‘F"l

vaddition, the utilization of watershed property as preserved public open

A.space and for limited recreational actlvity, is a goal we support. ﬂ;¢;;l?wi"7’h

While it is true that not one gallon of water from above—ground supplies

in our community is drawn for use by the residents of West Milford we acknow-:

ledge our trusteeship for the citizens of those municipalities, including
Newark, who do depend upon this precious resource w1th which we have been L‘f‘
blessed. . ol o LR o

‘

tive District, would provide an opportunity for the voters of our state to

* voice their concerns: in this important and life-sustaining environmental area.xj;v
I believe the people of New Jersey realize only too well the great need to '

- take positive action to provide a continued adequate supply of pure drinking if"

water.,fr

1 am not an environmentalist by training or professiom, I may not even be'
an environmentalist by philosophy.1 However, as an elected public official
as the Mayor: of my community, I wish to stress the importance of 1n lieu ”,'

payments" as part of this bill. ,

o é;},i;f""“""

Assembly Bill. No.v728 as. introduced by Mr Littell of the 15th Legisla—rfi ",“
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FFICE OF THE MAYOR

The state and federallgo;;rnments c’ntinue ‘to. mandate byﬂlegislation new

b"i?and/or increased demands upo'y

?‘°done without care or concern

:“taxpayers.v Costs of sef'ice

n gﬂ_to soar, yet loca:eofficials

lawsuit.‘ The Governor‘hws indicated hlS des'te

i
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’The New Jersey County Planners Assomatlon has rev1ewed subJect

© March 15, 1978 .

. State of New Jersey , - :
Assembly Energy. and Natural Resources Commlttee o
“Room 224 - State House ‘ :

. Trenton, New Jersey 08625

 Re: N.J. Blue Acres Act of 1978
o am i

leglslatlon and offers the followmg comments for your cons1derat1on. L R

: 1. Need. The need for acqu1s1t10n and preservatlon of such
lands is w1thout questlon. R P

2, ;‘Deflmtlon of "Watershed Lands".v- The def1n1t10n as contamed S

-in the legislation - "for the prlmary purpose of collecting run
off waters for potable or other uses’ should be’ further clar1f1ed

- Does it mean actual 1rnpoundments such as reserv01rs or can it -

~ include recharge areas? There are numerous 1rnportant recharge '
© areas throughout the state which should be preserved The

“definition in the Act would appear to mean the former. ‘The B
_ "leglslature s findings'" section of the Act indicates intent of
; a broader definition Wthh would 1nc1ude "recharge areas.. ;

3. -'Allocatlon, Prlorltles, Cr1ter1a and Standards. T he bas1s for o
. allocation of the bond monies should be stated in the Act, whlch
should also require establishment of prlorltles and standards for
the location and purpose of the lands to be purchased County
. government. should have some role in this process, espemally
.Where 1oca1 (county or. reglonal) 208 Implementatlon Plans have

cope may court ouse, e jrsey 0820-609-465 7

v




o Assembly Energyand Natural Resources Committee

o been cert1f1ed by N }J,.-vu"»DVEP and the U s, EPA Each area
L of the State s_hould be. properly cons1dered and at least be
:@e11g1ble for a- "fa1r share of the. bond momes.

. EWe apprec1ate t e opportumty to present these commen S, vand offer any
.- assistance deslred 1nclud1ng draftmg of approprlate def1n1t1ons,v Lr1ter1a
- and standards. - N SRR B

Chalrman N
;-.._Commﬂ:tee on Energy and Env1ronme R
:”NeW'J ersey County Planners Assoc atio

"*1-~_“-cfc‘: Joseph' Paterrno
~ Mr. Miles

. Mr. Pollock

o "‘Mr. Huguley

v‘ s ’,'MI‘. N
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_Assemb1yman Robert L]ttE]rffff"ﬁ}”i"

S March 20,1978

Frank11n New Jersey ~,‘ffi3' ﬁjf_,}]f;f]}};:':fﬁfﬁ,”ﬂ{s‘f'f]f“”'“i”'

'f_"R Blue Acres Bond Issue’;ﬁ 2
' ;Dear Assemb1yman L1tteH

' 'Thank you for the opportun1ty to express our v1ews on the proposed b11]

As you are aware the Pequannock watershed Coa11t1on was formed to act as .
a central c]ear1ng hous1ng for. 1nformat1on perta1n1ng to the watershed

In addition to compiling 1nformat1on we have also been attempt1ng to f1nd*

alternative solutions to the city of Newark's and the watershed communi-

ties' problems. Newark's problems appear to revolve around the land taxesv'

required to support the watershed facilities; the surrounding communities'
problems revolve around large sca]e deve]opment prob]ems wh1ch add to-an .
existing tax burden. « , o v :

~ The B]ue Acres Bond Issue is a good dev1ce to a]]ev1ate these prob]ems

_In add1t1on, this program wou]d cont1nue 1mp1ementat1on of a program '

started in the 1960's calling for a green belt surrounding the Metropoli-

~tan Area ~This .program or- proposal’ was then called the Sky]ands Program
~.and was endorsed by p]anners, ]eg1s]ators and commun1t1es

_ Your b111 as proposed wou]d attempt to: 1nsure that future generat1ons of

New Jerseyans would also be able to enjoy adequate and safe drinking water

‘as well as scenic and tranqu11 re11ef from our Metropo]1tan areas.

We Took forward to a very positive response to y@ur 1eg1s1at1on and ask '
if we may offer further ass1stance e . :

e Very truly yours,._: S
R1chard A. Loeff]er '/

- Vice Chairman T
Pequannock Watershed Coa11t1on

25;
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@0 766%23;011‘. .
‘F@wzdatmn .

300 Mendham Road '
Mornstown NJ 07960 B
201-539 7540 S

,The Honoroble John H. Froude, Cha
. Assembly Energy an Ncrural Resources Comm| ee.
" Room 224 . R :
© State House P
R ':Trenfon “New Jersey 08625

DChm Fd

hshed lend acqunsmon mechamsm for lands su:fcble for pubhc open space.. and recreahon, rhe S
Green Acres Program, }-},Warershed cnds, as defmed in A-728 can presenfly be acqu;red PR
. through this program. It is recognized that funds pursuant.to the 1974 Green Acres Bond : niE
 Act have been almost all commlﬂ-ed We fully support the efforts of the Depc:rfmenr of A
;[’}Envnronmenfol Protection in esi'abl_lshmg a new $200 million Green Acres bond issue for thls
. fall's ballot.” The ob|echves of A=728 can'be met fhrough this effort by utilizing ’i'he in-
o shfuflonal mechamsms already ploce under the -existing Green"Acres Program ’

g L -A-728 provndes solely For state ocqunsmon een Acres provndes for both sl'afe and 2 -
local ocqu:smons. In that many: of the existing watershed lands protect local water supphes, R
B '|occ1| governmenr should fake parf in both _a"qumhon cmd mumfenance' oF such property w
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NJCF = The Honorable John H. Froude - March 21, 1978 = =

Recognlzmg that county and mumcnpal government may not be able to shoulder the full

cost of open space. acquisition, the legislature provrded for 50% state Fundmg under Green -
Acres, giving some assistance’ but justifiably requiring a local commitment. Upon acquusmon ‘

* with the assistance of Green Acres funds, local government is responsible for maintenance
of the land. A-728 shifts the responstblhty for maintaining watershed to the state,.creating

an undue ’ perhaps unworkable, burden on the state when local governments receive most of -
the benefit. The existing Green Acres Program provrdes for a more equatable dlstnbuhon
of costs and benefrts. : ' .

A-728‘provides for in-lieu tax payments to local government upon acquisition of
watershed land by the state. The requirement that such payments equal the amount of taxes
last assessed and last paid on the property would be an inappropriate use-of such funds. . First,
it is conceivable that this requirement could significantly reduce the amount availabla for
acquisition. Second, in many cases it would result in a windfall to the communities. It
must be remembered that vacant land in the state is assessed at its hrghest and best use as
opposed to its existing open space use. Public acquisition precludes this highest and best use.
To require that taxes be paid based on development potential after that potential has been
precluded, via public acqutsmon, is an mapproprrate use of public funds. Such land does
not place a demand for services on local government In lieu taxes should be paid only in

accord with the local government services supplied.

Acqursrtlon is only one techmque to ensure the protectlon of watershed lands Many
other techniques are available, and legislation providing for their use should be formulated.
The assessment of watershed propertnes based on the highest and best use doctrine often is a
disincentive for keeping the property in open space. "Legislation which provides for such land
to be assessed at its existing as opposed to its hnghest and best use could be extremely effective
in achlevmg the goals of A-728. Slmllar leg:slatlon for Iand restrlcted by conservation ease-
ments is also needed S : :

Proper governmental regulatlon of watershed property is another mechamsm which
mught be employed. ‘ :

The state of Connectlcut has adopted Ieglslatlon govermng the conversron, sale or
lease of watershed land.- Recognizing that watershed land can, if adequately regulated, be -
converted to other uses without endangermg the water supply, Connecticut passed Public Act _
77-606 which requires a state permit prior to the conversion,. sale or lease of such land. The
permit can be given only if it is found that the action will not endanger the related water
supply source. Similar leglslatron mlght be consudered for the protectlon of New Jersey's
watershed land. : g & ‘ ‘ :

27



" NJCF - The Honorable John H. Froude - March 21, 1978 =

ln summary, whlle we agree with the need to protect watershed land we. feel that
 A-728 is not the appropriate mechanism.  Its objective can be accomplished under the Green
Acres program on a more equitable basis; its in lieu tax payment requirement is an |mproper
use of public fqnds, and other mechanisms might better be employed to meet the need.

~ Thank you for ‘this opportunity to present our opinions. o -
DbVld F. Moore - _

Execuhve Dlrector ‘-

- DFM:jl

ey

28
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’(/u,(,mn pawmiaium o{ {dna fie/.n‘,/_co of 5ave i/le La/u‘ f/a)nue/z of zf/te Aeuan/e//equannoc& '
Watershed, prepaned from the verbal presen: iaiwrz (;Lven ai t/ze B(ue AC/ze/J [fom{ Public .
ﬁecuu_ng, ﬂla/zc/l 20 /975' ai l//az(/ne, NoGo oo : AT S :

Our 9/Zr)u/> AUPP’MfA /l/Manb (lﬁnan /?oée/u’ / u‘ie( ( ‘s 64( { 4723] e ‘mvaini‘ayin’ that -
aima/ce({ (am/ was nod [)u/zchaxjec{ ’o/z specu (a:[a)n, but: [rm the aake of pu/Le u,aien and uf ’

shou /c/ /)e p/u)ieciec{ foa t/u/J pu/zpmn . ] 1 4 a A}ta,ne i/zai we have 4o /Joenr{ 40 mucfl

| mone/ {‘3{."’) mL/(wn/ 2] p/un‘_ec{ Me /zea(f& o/ the. peop(e

Our group 4 eoncorned about the statenent Neuanh is making 1 the e,('[ect that
ﬂzel/ are (u/.u.nf; money on /t/ze Yatershed, '(/e 6eaevc that ﬂm i nod fae and we /Lave P
some "nr)w(ecz'ge that they ane making money. {ee/ that this /zea/un¢ 6oa/ul A/wu oo
look into the financial reconds of #he tun (manc/ze/J of Newark's Watershed oPe/udwn
(see atlached Finkelstein and ﬁnz.timdam (elie/w} e ask: - T
1) how much money are they ma/\uu; on the. wmencial daze of uater /Aemk atill
“has 2he (oweAé wcde/z naz‘ea n i/le Aiaie/ 2. | . '
- 2) how much money are z‘bel/ making c)n mmmmaa( (ar;r;mg /cu;/z,u |
3} how mich mone y are they ma/ung on i/ze (am{ iﬁer/ are a(neadg (emmq o
. comencial, murucz_pa( Mganqawnaz and private infereats?
4/ how much money is being Mandfe/mec{ From: the water openaiwrw fo the
aemeaiwna( and other depantnents? |
e 6e(on9 1o the 208 Progran o,( he ﬂepzfo.o,{ énvmonmenia[ Protection, //ve 05?’ /m
a policy they musd ,{ol(ow which Apecl,{l.cl y siates i/tai i/zeg muwat upycac{e the streams B
and ugiern of the sdate. 1f inatead they aaow fon c{eve(apneni of these. ll’a:te/w/zed londs,
there is the danger of the uaten dable dropping and wells going duy (there are instances
o,{' dry wells a(xceacly/ wzd iﬁe a'angefc o/ nitrates and cﬁ(o/w{b/tm developmg in i/ze : “
reseww ing which zwou(d also oonz‘.ammaie ﬂte Aufuzoundmg weU/J /Vu‘/caie/: an({ c/z/wzo)&)/vn
‘are carcinogenic gei we a/on 1 kow a( { i&e [ong—aange owweguence/: o{ abaoa,oiwn of
these cﬁemma(/.t into ou/z 6odm Cance/z, yes. What e(4e7 We c&m"i /enow fiow a)u(d the
QP even think that these Vatersheds could be deve(oped in a large on amall way? e have

'6een cum/ung on i/ue 205’ 7’/:09/zam ,{’on one and a ﬁa({ yea/w 7/14/.1 Me /uu 6een ww)ied



i oagaruglm} and /zeo/tgaruémg a)frmotz‘.eexa am{ m)w i/uzi iﬁe ?/wg/tam M /:eady /oxa puc’rch '

-,._;-jmpui, z‘/ze/ze is o iune (e/:é ,{b/z i/ze mie[(tgeni ana&dww i/zw 4en/uix.ve Lasue fcequme/a,

’(/e ve /zequeoz‘ed i_/lai iﬁe 0{7’ aec[a/.ML[y ﬂte Az‘/aeanw iﬁa,é feed} mia i/ze /Le/.aevouz/.s. -

| ‘»i-Aow iﬁe/ze are. Ai/l.eanw w»’u.cﬁ a/ze c(a/JAL{eed M /-.,(/2 /e,fﬂueni can 6pu/f m,{o 1/¢e oz‘/l.ean/

| : //ow can z‘/ze/ae m‘/zeama 6e P¢ 2 u/ten "i/ze/ /eec{ uzio ou/l. d/zuzﬁmg Mm? ﬁw,_,g djﬂem .' : ,f'_ ' :

mux.)i 6e aec&wm.,&ed as H’/—-/ ":/n'f;:e{f(uent a((owec{/’

/e/wona((f/, ] /lave a(o.{ Ao 9“"’ f’“’”’ ‘{e"elopneni in i/tw a/cea, 6ui in i/wz/wl9 0{

»i/te fuiu/ce anc{ in i/wz/?uzg o{ /zumandz/, [ cannoi a((ow iﬁw i”_ ﬁqppeno ;ﬁam/ oiftefc

_j' ar;al.n, : l_ei 4 amxzect .i/z'e 4dua£wn,' ‘ iufl he/z eAichdeo /1ewwzfevw

n the "/v’wwy of dhe MWWW /puu
c:m;/ wLU 6e 4en/t on /cecgue/Ji—/Jee diacﬁea' /Jo/ziw,w /‘_iﬁe Y




®

mwmﬂam‘“ﬂ@ﬁ.:]s'.?g;w?{’;;}:&?

ue have aeacﬁed the /xuni zu’ze/ze thene are no langen an.d mone afw,fant pure water

aupplies fea/u.b(y avaz.éable {o/z Newank. A% the end o){ 178 yeans, z‘/uA method has become

inadequate. The time /uw cwme Lo pfteAe/we and inprove i/:e exwtmg watens of ﬂu,d
wuniry and this slate fon the 6ene/d o/.’ eveapne |
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The Leauue for = Conservatmn Leglslatmn

Sdn B !f)\“ T d N ()I,
SE

lcuul:ln{ ( éuu 3

: Comments dcliVerod pn behalf -f the League P sr. PonsprVation
-~ Legislatien by. Michael Havriske, en March 20, 1978 at a publie i
"hearing te review thc New Jersey Blue Acres Act of 1978.:j.¢¢%J,

Good mornwng, 1 welcome the.opportunity to comrent on behalf

e %of the League F-r C.nservation Legislation regardlng the hew u?PSny-

'sBlue Acres Act of 1978 My name is Michael Havrisko, anc am

& ‘lobbyist for the League ror Conservation Legislation, Ncw Jersey '3

t:‘environmental 1obbying*coa11tion.45‘ai

The League For CoPserVaticn 'ngislation strung v snoperts the

'5fconcept .f open space preservation. Wp racognize the nced for a

 'buff9r to bp placcd upnn urban Sprawl and a bcttcr use cf r@souxcos -

ifor cnergy efficient renewal of urban areas.vujgiiﬁ

Watershed and flood contrel are important in ordor to wroviﬂo

"pure water when needed'and also to provide pratectian from fl--d

'-danger 1n dawnstream areas. This area has the notential af nrov:ding s

i

a recreation area for milliﬁns of indiv1duals 11ving in the bptro_sc”

r

e New York statc area._[?.fﬁi?‘

The League recog i s the utate s acquisition priorities S

'?'and their resource limﬂtitions. ThewLeague is fully dWare -f such ,,4if.ﬁ

y\

‘important issues such as the Pine Barrens, a ncw 200 mil]ian do’lar

statewide Green Acre B-nd, and the tax implic«tions and oosts wf ‘i

massive land purchases.

g S

LT

T
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o .f!iv,_.éii;ﬂiv:J‘-,«@i?.‘e':_:‘")f'fi\_{‘ﬁ-’*

The Leaguo proposes a three pronged strategy for tho |
fpreservation of sven 1ands throughout the stato. Fjrst fho %tdta o
ff,should use existing municipal tools *o reduce dev¢1opm9nt ”hs
SWatershed Tax Assessmont bill could be usod to reduce fhn'fax burdorffz
‘and protect the water purity. Pa sagp of the TDR bill could also
help curtail dPVPlopment.;g»ttw L o f‘ ' | N
o Secondly, thp Governor c.uld establish a counci1 sucr‘Qs thev
Pinelands Review Lommittee to cons:der poqsiblp land accujsition
by the state. Unde* the Natianal Horitage Trust ’rsgram pronoq«”"
by the. President, a fedprally funded study area could be PStdbliSh‘t
and ebtain acquisitlon of critical rights and arcas.,t; fi -
| Thirdly, continulng management of these arees is nQCrvqafy. 7
The - state should assist and SUpplement f@derally flndnced o?farts ;7’
with State Green Acres bond money.tijf;t}"fﬂ’ 'v _” e |
” ‘Jhat the otate needs 1s ‘a beft@tvcter01na*9d offo“t iﬁ *hét‘txtbdv
: acquisitlon and oreservatlon ef opnn spacetltgghkymbv or-giv~ﬁg; >
‘me tho opportunity to speak o behalf of tho Leagun bor (oncnrvat*or5:
j Legis atlon, I hope thp otate wil1 centinu@ to su'nort tb

concept of open ‘space DPPSPrthlon.;‘ t;tig*““

© Michael Havriske
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March 2o, 1978

s :Jrather than permitting introduction of. eve pmen'

T is set,tled upon, _ue would 1:|.ke to make th following obssrvafbions, not
.as experts, but as concerned citizenss' i RO

o _f._1 The open 3pace lr>1‘€*$el'“'ﬂ"ion and '°h° re°r°”i°n “p“ts” of & Blue.

| 2. Some very-large aums of money are involved.'

kN »;3 A ne‘w Green Acrea program may soon be needed

:"oi‘ wa’oershed 1ands wh:n.ch will no doubt b ;considered before a final plan

‘Acre& program would coinc:.de with the Green Acre& concept.

My nane is ubert Kent, Jr. 1 11vefat?39 Crystal Avenue, Wea‘k

Tow

I re resent the North Jersey Group of the"" ierraz

| f Our group is extremely plemd that wa‘bershed protect:l.on”is being given

Consider:i.ng thae'b there» are a number 'f »al‘bernative ; :pproache to control

- h Green Acrea; programa tend to be broadly : ’eneficialrto cit:.zens through-’ff J‘ S

1'11:} 34 R

.. TO EXPLORE, ENJOY AND PRESERVE THE NATION'S FORESTS, WATERS, WILDLIFE AND WILDERNESS..."



-‘_out the state, and thns widely supported.;

o >5 A Blue Acres program would probably be perceived, at 1east, to be =

- more narrowly beneficial and thus> Tess widely s:upported. , &

' 6 A un:lried or mt lemt tightly coordinated Blue and Green Acres program
might be desirable as having a wider appeal to all parts of the atate

| Te . Paying monies .’m-lieu-of-taxes to watershed municipalitiex equzl to past i

paymentss seems - somewhat oversimp]_ified appcroach. .

s 8. A system for such payments, if arv, ,by the stafbe should be cmftﬂly

fbased upon the tangibles of cost of servicese rendered by the host com- '

‘ munity, the true economic loss to the host comtmmity due to the non—develop-' B

': ability of watershed lands y ard ‘upon the intangible a:dvantages and disadvan- s L

‘ ‘tages) to the hos:t commtmity of the maintenance of the watershed open spnce.f
9. A bi-partisan strategy developed by the ma;jority and minority Ieadership» 5

of the legislature wou]ld seem mppropriate for an issue of such basic impor- v : )

‘ -tance as pure wa:ter and would help :Lnssure passage of the appropriate o

legislation, : »

10._ Due consideration ought to be given to any e:dsting or pro;;ected

Federal watershed programs, _ | _ | |
We thank you again i‘or the opportum.ty to be here ‘and urge your

contirmed arbtention to this most :.mportant matter. f »

Sierra Club .
North Jersey Group
Albert Kent, Jr. -

© 39 Crystal Avermue

' West Orange, N. J. 07052
(201) 731-1765 . _
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MEMBBR oaaamuﬂom}' o

{To the New Jersey State Legislature.*e. | 5

A\dirondack Mountain CIUb :

Knickerbocker Chapter- i~ .

‘Long Island Chapter -

U Mid-Hudsan Chepter - -
New York Chaptar. - "

./ North Jersey Chapter
" Ramapo Chapter -

New York Chapter
Ardsley Outdogr Club. |
Boy. Scouts of Amerlca

. ‘Bergen Council-.

-~ Rockland Counil " ”*still ‘be ‘saved from destruction by housing development, and

Showandasse Chaptor' [

;;that is the Pequannock Watershed of the City of Newarkyb

- Explorer Post 73 °
“Scout Troop B0 - i L
" Scout Troop 182
Scout Troop’ 429 .
Canklli 3500 Club ;
-City College Outdoor CIuh
/College Alumni Hiklng Club,.
Comervzmon & the Out
doors ©
Coop City aning club
Cosmopolitan Club. of Mo
: clair, Ougdom Gr‘oup e
“Fregh Air Group .
Green-Mountaini Club:
New York Section”
Inkowa Qutdoor Glub; . -
Interstate Hiking Club SR
Metropohtan Inter-

;The New York-—

;_ating organization for more than Tifty. hiking and outdoor -
“elubs 1n the two states._

Américan Youth Hostals - |

Awmmmﬂhwwwmm1]'alarmxthe removal of more and more. land from public use.f,

I;The area is"now used for many types
group camps to- restrigted environments for scientific

}fWithin t e'watershed at present there are a few hoasing

NEW.YORK NEw JERSEY ‘I’RAII. CONFERENCE c'

15 EAST 40 STREET NEW YORK N Y. 10016 (212) 679 8017

' ‘. Mamtalmng Over 700 Mllet of Foot tralls wuth Sheltors and Furthermg Conm'vation

,ew Jersey Trail Conference is the coordin-,

Since 1920 we have watched with:

here remains in northern New Jersey but one area that can

of recreation' From

study. There arevhiking trails and horseback trails.

-.;[The land ad301ns the southern end of Wawayande State. Park -“,5__i?y
. and makes a contiguous ‘wooded area of great value for.out— SN
. door. activities ‘and. experiences.gi,r» | g _

“collegiate Ouing Club 1 '_

Assaciation
Metropolitan. Rmatnon
Agsoclation - .
Murray. Hill Cange Club
Naosau Hiking and- Ou(-

9. door Clup "

Neophyte Explorers LA K
New York Hiking Club

New York Ramblers
Nopco Hiking.Ciub -
Open Road Club

‘Orangetown Division of
- Recreetion and Parks

‘Protacts onists ‘and Trall
Hikers - -
ian o Hiking Club
Resmre Earth’s Natural
- Envirbnment to Warw:ck
Rquars riversity :

‘Qutdoor Club >+ ¢
_Shart Hills Outing Club s

sSierfa Club* 7
© . Mid-Hudson Group
New York Graup

North Jersey Group: - - .. !
Sutiern Historical Hikers ~ = <

torrey Botanical Club -,
- Tranip-gnd Trail Club =" -

Unton County Hlkmg Cluhr B

Unn ersity Quting Ciub

‘Wesichestér Trails Association

Windbeam Outdaor Club =

Waoddlan:: Trail Walkers: " -

Weis Ecologv Center '~

_}fleibert qeid
'{ﬂExecutive Director

Amencan Etmcal Union.. SRR

76




Py

3

'ff'Reyort to Assehblywoman Rosemary Totaro - : :
'*5_Re Hearlng on $250 mllllon Referendum for purchase of watersheds-.f‘

'Suhmitted-GraeefEeesejréouneilwomaniof»JeffersonxTOWnShip;e'

L

.I obJected to the 8111 in 1ts present forn ‘since no: studles nor: ana1y5ts'
__have been made to warrant ‘the huge expenditure of tax dollars approprlated
i by the Bill. The" follow1ng were my requests for 1nformatlon, studies or

1nve°tigatlons which I felt would be the basis for an intelligent: solutlon'
before such a heaJy tax commltment was forced upon the publlc.,~

The main focus of the Blll was to purchase the 1and in an effort to secure :
the preservatlon of water quality and: supply.. Wlth ‘this ‘in mind and the -
lawful requlrements whlch I belleve are necessary, the follow1ng 1s offered.

"l.ijnvest1gate the hlstory of leglslatlve actlons taken to allow Newark

to purchase land outside" the1r own* polltlcal Jurlsdlctlon, e.g. the’
- prlnclple of: soverelgnty, em1nent domain;’ annexation processes, if any,.“‘
rights conferred or llmlted taxatlon as applled to land only, etc,'“

2.5‘State Constltutlon does not prov1de for development of ‘the land owned
- . by one town and located in another,. espec1ally rights which Newark: claims

~ enabling them to develop as- a private’ entrepreneur, nor does 1t allow
‘publlc ald to prlvate corporatlons.,

v~;Check of Newark's books re collectlons from a11 water users, 1nc1uding
“outside towns on the system, liabilities: ‘and- taxes to establish whether
. water Tevenues cover all expenses in-a separate accountlng

'4;>'Study of Newark's- 1nfrastructure in- whlch they would 1ncorporate a

- Title 15 corporation to handle the land, ‘development, lease. structures,* ,
“collectlon of lease revenues, and "’ adninlstration of development standards

- during the course of construction;: also Newark's water department which™
"~ would collect these new water revenues,. p0531b1e new water 1mpoundments
~and sewver collection systems._fe

5. ReV1ew of lands in: prlvate ownershlp which mlght affect water. quallty
and if any Blll is presented for passage, these lands should- be 1nc1uded.,_
6. ‘Stuoy of the: effect upon local munic1pallt1es when in 11eu tax payments-
- are suggested since these payments are associated with contracts on..
- profit-making ventures and should bring more, rather than less. ‘revenue
.to local governments in an- effort to avoid er031on of thelr tax base.»

I do not belleve Newark or Jersey City have the rlght to own or use 1and which .

1nfr1nges upon the rlghts of other mun1c1pa11t1es. However, since Newark twice
estroyed their own water. supplles and were glven a third chance to survive by

the State, the tire to settle the 1nequ1t1es in a right and proper manner

is here. For decades Newark and Jersey City has shortchanged Jefferson Tup.

.unth'the”rural pollticiansvreallzed how little return came from those 5,000+ '
. acres, especially when Newark's employees lived here and requ1red local and .
educational services. - Although these rural towns uere willing to share - the*r,
. recources when fewer T pecple lived in the rea,vlncreeses in population demand

e::er‘and strohuer protection for the revldents and ta\peyers who will hav

T to hear the consaeguencas.
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