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1755(a), 28 N.J.R. 189(a). Subchapter 6, Continuing Education, was 
adopted as R.1997 d.167, effective April 7, 1997. See: 28 N.J.R. 
4733(a), 29 N.J.R. 1342(a). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 44G, State Board 
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Chapter 44G, State Board of Social Work Examiners, was readopted 
as R.2003 d.265, effective June 10, 2003. See: 35 N.J.R. 380(a), 35 
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tive Date. See, also, section annotations. 
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SUBCHAPTER 1. PURPOSE AND SCOPE; 
DEFINITIONS 

13:44G-1.1 Purpose and scope 

(a) The rules contained in this chapter implement the 
provisions of the Social Workers' Licensing Act of 1991, P.L. 
1991, c.134, and regulate the profession of social work within 
the State ofNew Jersey. 

(b) This chapter shall apply to any individual licensed or 
certified by the State Board of Social Work Examiners, re-
gardless of the setting where the individual is working. 

(c) This chapter shall not apply to those individuals ex-
empt from the provisions of the Act pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
45:15BB-5. 

Amended by R.1998 d.66, effective January 20, 1998. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 4388(a), 30 N.J.R. 372(b). 

Rewrote (b) and (c). 

13:44G-1.2 Definitions 

The following words and terms, as used in this chapter, 
shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 

"ASWB" means Association of Social Work Boards. 

"Clinical social work" means the professional application 
of social work methods and values in the assessment and 
psychotherapeutic counseling of individuals, families, or 
groups. 

"Clinical social work services" means social work services 
which may be performed only by a LCSW or a LSW under 
supervision pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:440-8. Clinical social 
work services include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Clinical assessment, defined as the process of evalu-
ation in which a LCSW or a LSW conducts a differential, 
individualized and accurate identification of the psycho-
social/behavioral problems existing in the life of the 
individual client, the family or group for the purpose of es-
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tablishing a plan to implement a course of psychother-
apeutic counseling. A clinical social work assessment in-
cludes, but is not limited to, a mental status examination 
and a psychosocial history. The clinical social worker may 
utilize currently accepted diagnostic classifications includ-
ing, but not limited to, the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders, as amended and supplemented. 

2. Clinical consultation, defined as ongoing case dis-
cussion and evaluation focusing on, but not limited to, 
clinical social work data, clinical goals and treatment plans 
for the implementation of psychotherapeutic counseling 
with individuals, groups and families. Clinical consultation 
may also include intervention with appropriate individuals 
and entities; 

3. Psychotherapeutic counseling, defined as ongoing 
interaction between a social worker and an individual, 
family or group for the purpose of helping to resolve symp-
toms of mental disorder, psychosocial stress, relationship 
problems or difficulties in coping with the social environ-
ment; 

4. Client centered advocacy, defined as the service in 
which, as part of the psychotherapeutic process, the social 
worker functions on behalf of individuals, families or 
groups to bring about or influence change to improve the 
quality of life, enhance empowerment and assure the basic 
rights of the client; and 

5. Clinical supervision of individuals pursuant to the 
standards set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:440-8.1. 

"CSW" means certified social worker. 

"LCSW" means licensed clinical social worker. 

"LSW" means licensed social worker. 

"Social work" means the activity directed at enhancing, 
protecting or restoring a person's capacity for social func-
tioning, whether impaired by physical, environmental, or 
emotional factors. 

"Social work services" means concrete, non-clinical ser-
vices, which may be performed only by a Board licensee or 
certificate holder. Social work services include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

1. "Social work assessment," defined as identifying 
problems and gathering sufficient information to make re-
ferrals and to determine and implement a plan of social 
care and action; 

2. "Social work counseling," defined as the profes-
sional application of social work methods and values in 
advising and providing guidance to individuals, families or 
groups for the purpose of enhancing, protecting or restor-
ing the capacity for coping with the social environment, 
exclusive of the practice of psychotherapy and includes 
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