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THB HISTORY OF T3ACHHRS' I5STITUTBS

IH THB KliroiS ATLA5TIC STAT3S. I

IHTRODUCTIOH
I

Tho purpose of this paper is to discuss the subject of

the origin and deralopment of those organizations known as

Teachers* Institutes, within a prescribed number of states, and

to consider the Influence which they may have exerted in moulding

public opinion to appreciate the necessity of providing for the

professional training of elementary teachers through the estab

lishment of free normal schools; and also to estimate to what

extent they have been influential in creating aind disseminating

higher educational Ideals, and a more progressive spirit among

the teachers of the several states.

The material available for such a sketch is widely dis

persed and scanty, often lacking in continuity, as but few, if

any, of the earlier Institutes kept permanent records of their

proceedings; amd often brief notices embodied in educational

reports, or an occasional personal mention of a superintendent,

or of a teacher in charge of an assigned subject for discussion,

as found in filed papers of a particular period, are the only

eources of information at naind.

Again, so closely are teachers* institutes allied with

the development of a system of elementary schools that apparent

t

I

j

i

i

t
X
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j

y
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dlgresalono must needs occur in order to place in a correct set

ting this organization as we trace its deyelopment in a particu

lar state.
i:

The principal sources of information ralatiTe to the eair-

lisr deyelopment of teachers* institutes have been the messages,

reports, and legislative acts, as recorded in the Journals of

the Senate and the Ifinutes of the House for the particular years

of the period covered,

examined.

r

-i

i:
l<

Very many of those volumes have been

As the history approached a period in which Teachers*

Institutes hecoma a more systematized organization, the research

has covered a wider range of educational works,

▼hlle not anticipating in this Introduction the more

symmetrical completeness of the institute of the present

collared with that of the past, its line of advauice may he

summarized hy a comparison of the following subjoined definitions

culled from widely different sources, and separated hy a cohsid-

erahle difference in time.

■A Teachers* Institute la an organization of the teachers

of a town, county, or state for the improvement of their profes

sion, hy meeting for a longer or shorter time, for a thorough

of the studies of the public schools, under teachers of

acknowledged reputation, as well as for lectures, discussions

I

I
!

as
I

!

1

■j

f't

.
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and essays on rarious

tlon^’*
methods od school discipline and Instruc-

■A teachers' Institute Is

a short and vaguely defined

main object the Instruction of

non-professional teachers In the elements

a school for teachers, having

course of study, and having as its

teachers and particularly of

of their art and

their stimulation to excellency in scholarship and teaching?"

i

f
1

i

I

l!
i

j

1
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THB EISTORy 0? XBACHBRS* lUSTITUTBS.

V X Y YORK S T A T X ,

f :

i

Very early In its history. Hew York State through Its
leglslatire acts, gave formal recognition of its belief in

popular education. Tor, despite the confusion which, ito a ■j

greater or lessor extent, must have preTalled during that first

meeting of the legislature in 1777, Ithe Governor, Hon. George

that body to the lag)ortanco of

the formulating of

{

Clinton, called the attention of

enacting measures, which should lead to
an

educational policy fpr the state!-

In ooigpllance with these
f!

suggestions an act was passed

Incorporating an educational body under the title of •The Ro-
I

gents of the Galvertity"

tical demonstrations did much
- a body that by its reports and

to advance the

prac-

cause of elementary

education throughout the state.

The report sent to the legislature in 1792,
Segonts of the University

by the

recommended : that schools for teach-

and urged that it waslag the lower branches be established,
the duty of the

state to provide for the children of humble

rents Instruction la reading, writing and Arithmetic, sufficient

to enable them to

pa-

carry on the ordinary business of life?

1.
- Journals of the Senate
“ Senate Journal 1792, and of the House 1777,2.

pliil':i

Ss
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The pertinent suggestion followed, that a certain part

of the unappropriated lands of the state he set aside for such

purposes.

■I

C I

Through the influence of thtf aovenior, George Clinton,

the reconuasndations of the Regents were incorporated in an dot

which passed the legislature in 1795, entitled : An Act for the

Snoorageaent of Schools}

This Act proTided for the suh-diTlsipn of towns into

school districts, each of which was to receire an appropriation

e<iual to one-half of the expenses incurred in maintaining a

school within its limits, subject to the conditions and require-
2

sents therein prescribed.

The official head of each district was the school trus

tee whose election, term of office and official duties were

conditioned by the general interpretation of the act.

Specific instructions ware glren as to the form and

contents of the reports which the trustee was to forward to

the Regents.

1

i

I

I

!

1

Unfortunately, under the terms of the Act, it was to

e]Q>ire by its own limitation in the year 1800; thus glTing a

period if only fire years in which to formulate and put into

execution the experiment of giring state aid to the coanon

Bchools.

- Senate Journal 1795. I’ij
0. - Official Reports of Trustees; Length of School term. etc.

I
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Despite the hroTlty of Its duration, this Act may he

considered as an Introductory moTamant towards familiarizing

tha public with tha Idea cf prorlding a system of cfAomentary

schools for tha massas hy means of state appropriations.

S. S. Randea, in his History of tha Coiason School System

of Hew York State, says: "Under the generous proTlslons of

this Act, one or more schools ware estahllshed In nearly every

town of the state."

■When the state aid was withdrawn many of these schools

;l

t

! ;

J

were abolished, while others maintained only a feeble fluctu

ating existence^
2

But the opportunities these schools had

afforded for at least a meager education along definite lines,

awakened an Interest among both class-pupils and the more

thoughtful patrons, for at least some of the latter were begin

ning to realize that tha future welfare of their children

Indissolubly linked with educational advantages afforded by

these "district schools".

1!

lit

vas

One need only to consult tha JoumaJ.s of tha Assembly

during these years to bo assured that the project of educating

the masses was drawing to Its support an over widening circle

of adherents.

I

- On file in Astor library.
2. - History of the Consnon School System of Hew York, I
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The nomerous bllle heaa-ing on elementary education,

which wore annually proBontod to the leglslattire, though falling

to reoelre the required recognition, were a guarantee of future

snccesB, as the principles which they embodied required only

time for their rindicationi and so these pioneers of the cause

patiently stroTO for its realization.

The immediate Interests,for which the young state

must proTido.were rarled and many.

s

Industrial actiTltios

wore seeking to derelop the resources of the state along

Bsroial, agricultural, and manufacturing lines, and the legis

lature was Inqjortunatoly beselged to enact measores that would

encourage Inrestaents of capital and labor.

But, while the keen eye of the financier saw unlimited

COO-

|4

possibilities in the material resources of the state, it was

the ken of the philosopher which foresaw the amalgamation of

these dlTerse nationalities, that wore thronging to the

oupied lands of the state, through the medium of a uniform

system of elojaentary schools; for the children of these honest

but prejudiced foreigners were to bo moxaded into citizens

that should bo Influenced by American institutions smd Asterlcan

ideals.

unoc-

!

1, - The Story of B.Y.by Blbridgo Brooks,

'
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By » legislatlTo Act of 1312, the titular office of

The State Superintendent of Coiamon Schools was created, and

although financial aid caias slowly and grudgingly, these early

promoters of a free elsn^ntary education could not fail to re>

Joioe in the added dignity and in the future possihllit^es that

clustered around the new title.

Interesting as it might he to discuss the many measures

that followed in hehalf of the eoaau>n schools, the purpose of

this paper permits only such allusions and excerpts as hest

serrs to elucidate the later phase of the subject, tIz: that of

proridlng coj:5)etsnt teachers for the elementary schools.

The incipient steps towards a uniform system of schools

hawing boon talcen, numerous perplexing difficulties stood in

the way of its adwance:- the Isolated settlements coiaposed of

Tarious nationalities in many of which English was a foreign

tongue; the disorganized condition of industry, owing to the

Second far with Great Britain; the powerty of the rural popu

lation, who were struggling to make cultiTatod fields take the

place of rough and rocky wastes, and who, while thus carrying

the burden of illy requited toil with its consequent result of

debt and priwation, were adverse to meeting with an equal amount.

1.- Journal of the Sonata 1812.
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the aonoy appropriated hy the etate to eeToral dietricts, ae

1

proTlded for under a special act.

Thus almost insuperable ohstaoles retarded the general

realization of the henefits which were to accrue from the system

that had been outlined, eren though in the more prosperous dis

tricts schools were organized and maintained, and that such

schools awakened a deeper interest in the subject of popular

education.

1

i

In many of these districts the schools thus established

were newer allowed to be disbanded, but preserred a continuous

existence up to the time of the perfected organization of the

free school system.

Still, in its larger range, this experiment of partially

free schools failed to achieve the desired results, for the

rural districts covered the greater part of the state, and in

these districts, man of questionable Intelligence and still more

questionable morals were often employed as teachers, since

cheapness and a sort of fawning good-nature were frequently the

passport to office rather than honest service and sterling

The school terms were short and the pupils attended

i

i

I

i

quail tie 8«

or not, as they chose. !

1. - The Story of How York by Blbridge Brooks.
r i
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Tha reports of these years hy the soperintendents of

the eoBMon Schools show such a lack of educational qualifications

the part of the teachers eiaployed, as to awaken the grarest

apprehensions in the minds of the educators and statesmen, who

keenly allTe to the fact that a republic is sustained by

i

ion

!were

the exercise of the franchise in the hands of the people at large;

and, who,with wise forethought, saw that the stability of the

republic, whose years numbered less than half a century, lay in
t

the intelligent exercise of that franchise.

But already a new educational thought was radiating its

benign inflxiences from different centers throughout the country,

and Hew York state was but strengthening or anticipating educa

tional measures, that were engrossing the attention of adjoining
%

states, in her demonstration of problems that centered around

2

a free system of common schools.

Throu^ the press, and from the forum of statesmen,

clergymen and schoolmen were pleading the cause of the Common

School, and the methods e35>loyod in GerMui and Prussian schools

were discussed, as to their adaptability to an American System

of Schools.

1
}

i

t
i

1

I

•i

h3
!

i 4

I

}

1.- Reports of Supts. Hawley and Spencer in Journals of the Senate

2.- Hinsdale’s Horace Hann.
3.- Heniry Barnard-Hoss. Thomas Galloudet (Blind Asylum)

I

: [i
r
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The training school at Halle, eetahllshed in 1704, and

which during the latter half of the 18th century had Biq)plied
1

northern Europe with superior teachers, stood for ideals which

the Aaerican educators were quick to appreciate, and which these

hrare, struggling educational pioneers sought to disseialnate

among their own poorly Informed and often narrowly-prejudiced

teachers*

[

i

I

■ri

Vor these men were not mere dreamers, hut planned and

struggled for the realization of their rision, knowing that the

successful issue of a system, which was to make possihle a

thorough elementary education for every child in the state, de

pended almost entirely on a sultahle preparation of the teacher

for his work, both as regards scholarship and methods of in-

struotlon; and that even in the ruder and more remote districts

Bslleveing this.
i

suoh teachers should of right hold a place,

they urged that it was the duty of the state to provide ways

and means for the training of the teacher,

A few words from Oovernor Dewitt Clinton’s message to

the legislature of 1827, will serve to indicate the vital in

terest taken in the subject of elementary education by the more

liberal and scholarly minds of that time.

i

1

}

}

I

1. - See Sketches of yroobel - Bestalozzi.

!i ■
I :

1
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.."But after all the great bulwark of Republican

gOTemment Is the cultlratlon of education, for the right of

suffrage cannot be exercised in a solutary manner without in

telligence,"

* . , . . "It is, however, too palpable that our system

(of oomnon schools) is surrounded by imperfections which demand

the wise consideration, and inproving interposition of the legi

In the first place there is no provision made for
2

the education of competent instructors,"

As a means of meeting this deficiency, Governor Clinton

suggested that llonitorial Schools be established in the various

counties of the state for the special instruction of elementary

teachers.

s-

lature.

The annual report of the State Superintendent of Conujon

Schools, presented to this same session of the legislature,

fers at some length to this subject*

re-

, , , , , "The character and usefulness of the

schools are dependent almost entirely upon the qualifications
3

of the teacher,"

common

1*- Journal of the Senate 1827,
8,- Journal of the Senate 1827,
3,- Journal of the Senate 1827,

) I
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..... "It rests with the legislature to make such

proTlsions for the special education of Instructors, as Is de

manded hy the great Importance of the suhjecti*

The numerous educational bills and petitions that were

presented at every session of the legislature, finally resulted

In securing small appropriations for the organizing of teachers*
2

departments in specified academies; but it was soon found that

such restricted provisions were entirely inadequate to meet the

contingencies of the situation.

But the disappointment and failure which resulted from

these spasmodic efforts to alleviate the seriousness of the

existing conditions, emphasized the fact that a systematized

mode of procedure must predominate.

In conformity with this sentla»nt a bill was introduced

in the Assembly praying that by a legislative Act a department,

to be known as "The Department of Public Instruction" be organ-

Thls bill became a law during the session of 1835-36.^

This Act provided that such department shoxild bo under

the.superintendency of an officer appointed by the legislature

bearing the official title of the "Secretary of Public Instruction

I ^

I

IIi

ti

ized.

1. - A. C. Plagg, Sec. of State - Bx officio Supt. of Schools.
2, -Journals of Senate 1834.
3, -Session of Legislature 1835-36.
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The dutiee pertaining to this dopsirtment were clearly

set forth in the Act, one clause of which prorided that whatever

other interests were consigned to the care of this department,

Ite chief and foremost duty was to foster and extend the pur

poses that cluster around the system of common schools; for to

this it owed its existence, and on this depended its future ex

tension and influenced

I>ur8uant to these regulations,the department began at

once to work towards attaining a uniformity in the administra

tion of affairs connected with the elementary schools,

the most Important changes introduced hy the department has

references to the licensing of teachers.

The county superintendents were authorized to issue two

grades of certificates: one entitling the holder to teach in any

school within the county; and the other restricting the holder

to a specified school, or to the schools of a specified town.

The department also provided for a system of school In-

The salutary effects of these changes coon hecame

apparent, for among the great body of naral teachers was mani

fested a tendency to form themselves into small groups of circles

for the purpose of mutual self-lj^rovement along lines that would

f

f ;

) '

} 1
I i

One of

I •

spectlon*

3.* - Journals of the Assoahly 1835-36,
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enable them to meet the scholastic and proresslonal requirements

demanded by the higher grade certificates.

Very feeble. Indeed, were the opportxinities which those

Informal mootings offered in the way of educational advancement.

Often the more efficient teachers took chsurge, the others form

ing a voluntary class, after which discuoslons followed dlscus-

Agaln simple

1

If
*1

I

slons which were frequently barren of results,

drills were held; in these the more difficult problems of Arith-

. mstic and of grammar were worked out among themselves.

The county superintendent encouraged these gatherings,

i:

and often by their personal attendance and assistance promoted

a deeper Interest in them.

i

One county superintendent,appre

hending these possibilities as a substitute for organized training

departments, conceived the idea of completing their usefulness

by making these Informal gatherings the basis of a similar, but

permanent organization.

I

I

f

One of the most interesting reports which was made to

the Department of Education for 1842-43, was that of J. S, Denman

of Tompkins County^’

In this report Kr, Denman specifically refers to the

Ignorance prevailing in the rural districts, the Inadequate

!

5I

1. - Jounial of the Senate & Minutes of the House 1842-43,
1

inJ I
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proTielons that were made for the comfort of pupilb and of

teacher, the apathy that existed regarding eanitary conditions,

and the consequent lack of scholastic and professional ability

on the part of the teacher. Hot only did this Indofatlguahle

worker portray existing conditions, hut he set himself stead-

!
•r

fastly to the task of correcting them.

He strore to arouse In the teachers of his coiinty an

appreciation of the dignity and lBq)ortance of their calling;

md the culmination of his efforts In this direction found ex

pression in the organization of a permanent assemhlage of

teachers under the name of a Teachers’ Institute.

The simple facts connected with this erent are almost

too well known to he repeated,

teachers of his county regarding his plan of gathering them

t

i

Hr. Denman addressed the

together In the spring and fall of each year for one week or

longer, with dally sesBlons conducted according to a prepared

plan, or schedule. In which suhject-mattor and methods should he

treatedj^

i ■

1

The first of these proposed gatherings, which Kr. Denman

had designated ■Teachers' Institutes", was held in Ithaca, April

4, I843f
1

S. s. Randall's The Common School System. P.187,
Plrst Institute 1843.
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This first teachers’ institute »as conducted hy Itr. I>en-

nan, who had succeeded in securing the ahle assistance of Salem

Twenty-eight teauihers were present and, for two weeks,

these philanthropic conductors gare daily instruction in the

more difficult parts of the coacacn s^ool subjects, and led dis

cussions as to the methods of teaching and of school management*

The successful issue of this first institute deasinstrated

eoncluslTely, that, at least, one practical way of extending the

scholastic and professional qualifications of teachers had been

Could these first institute conductors hawe fcrseen

the future magnitude of the work they had so unostentatiously

begun, they would haws realized that they had set in motion a

force, that was to contribute in no small degree to the effi

ciency of the common school system.

Though other claims to the honor of organizing or origin

ating Teachers’ Institutes hare been made, and with much sem

blance of authenticity, yet a closer inTestlgatlon shows that

the other associations, held for tie benefit of teachers, lacked

some of the essential features that characterized teachers’

institutes from the first, as:- a systematized scope of subject-

1

Towne. I

\ [

\

?

I i1

erolred*
I

f

1* - Salem Towne of Cojngle.

s
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natter combined with definite methods of presentation; a defin

itely arranged program of dally exercises extending over a period

of time sufficient to secure such a grasp of the subjects pre

sented as would enable the Instructed to progress through self-

And added to these was a thoughtful plan forapplication,

progression in the teaching of subject-matter by proTlding that

meetings of the Institute should be held at definitely stated

I
times.

Conceding these points, wo saist accord to J". S. Denman

of ToB9)kln8 County the honor of being the "energetic founder

and promoter of Toauihors* Institutes."

So successfully did Mr. Denman’s plan supplement the lack

of training departments, and so successfully did it meet the

financial inability of many of the teachers to arail themselves

of such means, that other superintendents sought to awaken a

similar interest in the organization among the teachers of their

own counties.

Only meager reports and scant notices remain of the

struggles and difficulties of the organization during these

earlier years, but its significance must have been recognized,

for in 1847, four years after the initial effort, teachers' in

stitutes received a legal recognition as a part of the common

!
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■chool syetea l)y an Act of tho legislature which reads;

•The treasurer shall pay on the warrant of the coaqjtroller

of the several county treasurers of this state, theto the order

several sums of aoney hereinafter mentioned, not exceeding sixty

dollars annually to any one county, from the Income of the
\

United States deposit fund, to he expended for the use and hene-

fit of teachers* Institutes as hereinafter provided^*
•-Whenever a majority of town superintendents of common

Bchoolsi In any county of the state, unite in a recomnendation,

and file with the county cleric thereof a certificate, signifying

their desire that a teachers* institute should he organized in

such county, for the instruction aid laproveiaent of common school

teachers for such county. It shall thereupon ho the duty of such

clerk forthwith to appoint three! town superintendents of the

county, and notify them of their appointment, to constitute an

advisory committee, to make the necessary arrangements for or

ganizing and managing such Institute, and such clerks shall also

Imaediatoly give such public notice in such manner as ho shall

deem the most proper, to the teachers of the common schools of

the county, and to others who may desire to hecoms such, speci

fying a time ani place when and where the teachers may meet and

2
form such institute.•

•li!!'

■»

1

. i

1. - Journal of the Senate for 1847,
2. > Same as ahove.

l!

In \
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TMb Act then endowe the coiamlttee with authority to

proride two or more euitable lectvirere, who shall lecture on

suhJectB pertaining to coimnon echoolB, as well as on educational

subjects tending to elewate the profession of teaching and to

This Act also proTldes that in the

■ore populous counties not less than fifty teachers be present

for at least ten days, while in the less populous counties the

■InisnsB is placed at thirty.

The Superintendent of Public Instruction had charge of

the general organization, irtiile the minor details lay with the

oounty and town superintendents.

1

i ‘

IsproTe cckzsmon schoole*

} ;

I

i

The deyotlon of these first

state superintendents to the interests of coisDon schools can

Iscarcely be OTer-estlaated. Many of them trareled long dis

tances without remuneration, in order to give an erenlng lecture
{ :

before son» county instutute.

One of the most perplexing problems of these early in

stitutes was the proTlding of cospetent Instructors, for the

Buneration was meager as well as uncertain, and on these poorly-

re

paid teachers fell, in a large measure, the financial burden of

holding a teachers' instutute. But a thirst for leamjlng urged

them forward, and amid the scanty material, which bears on this

I

subject, one can scarcely help belleTing that the occasional
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gllagpeoB of dovotloa and self-denial which have com down,

to ns hut. an index of a spirit that must have perraded to a

greater or lesser degree the whole.

The Tery elementary and practical nature of these earlier

institutes may he seen hy the following copy of a dally prograa

of an institute held in 1854, the first hour being assigned to

derotional exercises and music.

are

i
*

10.00 A. H. Classes in Oramnar.

10.40 A. If.

11.00 A. If.

11.10 A. ir. Orasimatical Analysis.

11.40 A. .K. . Pennumship

1.30 P. M. lessons on the terrestlal globe.

2.00 P. M. Intellectual Arithmetic.

2.40 P. M. How to teach Heading.

3.20 P. K. Practical Arithmetic.

■ Arithmetic. i
}

m
■ PhonlcB

j

These lessons were generally informal in character, the

teachers being gathered in classes, and discussions freely

1. - Journal of the Rhode Island institute of Instruction 1845-46
(Bound Volume)
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prarailed. The erenings were taken up with public lectures,

open to the residents of the Tillage In which the institute was

t
being held.

!■

Principles now well-understood by our eighth-grade pu

pils, often formed the subject of earnest discussion, such as:

•Hiy is the dlrisor inverted in the process of dividing
a fraction by a fraction?"

■Vhy does the moving of a decimal- point multiply or

divide the number by 10 - 100, etc?"

"Thy is the decimal point

of decimals; in division of decimals?"

Thy does a verb agree with its subject in number; in

placed in multiplicationso

person?"

Then, as to the siiqplest facts of physical science, what

lamentable ignorance! ]

And, while our syB5)athy goes out to these

earnest disciples of teaching, our unbounded admiration is given

to those men, whose names adorn the pages of educational litera

ture, and yet who freely gave of their best

1
(

to elevate the stand

ard of the common schools*

The "query box" was

institutes, and formed the nucleus of

line, as the following:

an laqportant adjunct of these earlier

queries concerning dlscip-
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2 1

■How to OTorcome taxdlnosa*
I •

■How to proTont whispering^

■How to C0Bq?el study.■

These were serious prohleias to teachers who held to the

Bechanical process of education rather than to the dynoalcal.

In 1846, thirty institutes were held in as many counties

of Hew York State,

speaks enthusiastically, in his report, of the good resulting

therefroB^^

I
i

f

!

and the state superintendent of common schools

Hi
Hi

ftAn Act of 1851, following that of 1847, in recognizing

teachers* Institutes as a means of prorldlng better teachers for

the eomon schools of the state, appropriated $2,000 for the use

of teachers* institutes, to be apportioned under the direction

of the superintendent of cosaon schools?

But, while thus giring sui offlcleJ. recognition to the

educational raluo of teachers* institutes, the legislature by

Its own act, had annulled the ans of fulfilling its purpose,

for in 1847, the office of County Superintendent had been abol

ished, and the corresponding decrease in the number of institutes

hold throughout the state may be estimated by the fact, that

t

1

1. » Supt. Report 1846,
2. - Act of 1851, t

i
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in 1853, a leglslatiTa Act took cognizance of a residua of ^1,040

roBalnlttg In the treasury, from the appropriations made to

teachers* institutes^

A leglslatire Act of 1854, incorporated the office of
#

the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and llr. Victor It,

Rice was oleoted to the offici.

The creating of this office, which brought a more direct

influence to boar on the town and county school officers, dif

fered from the former office of Secretary of Education by being

filled by a formally appointed official, in contradistinction

to an ex-officlo incumbent.

Almost the first work to which Hr, Rice directed his

efforts was that of roriying teachers’ institutes,

A quotation from a bound Toluma of The 5ew York Teacher

for the years of 1854-55 may help us to understand the reason

for the decline of these Institutes.

•The work of rerlvlng these organizations,(teachers’

institutes) was commenced under the most unfarorable and dis

couraging circumstances. The most aotire and experienced

teachers in many of the counties had been sadly disheartened by

their downfall, and not a few retain to this day a yery ylyld

1, - Unused Appropriation 1853.
- Preyious to this Act the State Secretary was ex-officio

Superintendent of Common Schools,

2.

:■

I "l

’ I
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recollection of the defeat and disaster attending the last ones

Teachers, too, had often

i

'11attesiptad to be held

■lies, spending their time and

gone
I1

!
money, under the promise of re-

celTlng instruction from talented teachers, and then had been

I

1

obliged to Mtum disappointed, and thus they were disinclined
to go again."

■There was also an uncertainty in the minds

regard to the appropriation from the state.

of many with

Sereral counties

had failed in prerlous years, and the expense had been saddled

(

\

open a few persons- in many cases the rery ones who should hawo

been paid well for their serrloes?"

This same article suggests that the

more liberal appropriation for the

state should giro a

support of Teachers* Institutes

and that there should be several regularly organised boards

Instructors to go from one county to another to lecture and to

of

teach in the various institutes, and that the •home-

each institute should be left free to dl

talent" of

SCU3S ml carry out the

instructions of the board, adding:

and successful until some such plan is adopted?"
"Instltues cannot be permanent

i

1. - Bound Vol. 5ew York Teacher 1854-55.
2. - Bound Vol. Yew York Teacher 1855.

- Bound Vol. Bew York Teacher 1855,3.

!
i
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i

4

In this article teachers* associations are referred to,

as organizations that should he entlrelT- nanaged hy hoias talent

as the purposes they are designed to fulfill are different fro*

the purposes which load to the organization of teachers* Insti

tutes.

!

following the suggestion that hoards of Instuotors ho

proTldod, the next meeting of the State Teachers* Association

■j

(1855) appointed Prof, James Johonnot, State Agent of teachers*

Institutes^ Bntorlng Immediately upon his work of wlslting

the Institutes held In the different counties of the state

during the season, he gives a most Interesting report of the

various needs and difficulties which hindered their widest use

fulness, adding In his own forceful way:-

•The necessity of teachers* Institutes may he deduced

from the following facts: There are more than twenty-thousand

teachers actively en5)loyed In the public schools of our state

The State normal School does not furnish more

than one hundred gradiiates per year, on an average, and the

teachers' departments of the academies do not annually send out

more than fifteen hundred, who have received oven a nominal

fesslonal training.

In one year.

!

pro-

A large share of the remainder must go

1. - Except Teacher Institute 1855,
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into tholr schools in ahsoluto Ignorance of the principlas of

teaching, which ought to ho drawn from more than two hundred

years of experience. In this respect teaching is not pro-

gressire, and the young teacher, commencing his work, is as
f ■

ignorant of his labors, as was the first teacher who ever

tered a school-rooa,■

to the welfare, and progress of the schools}*

on-

"Institutes are indispensable

Mr. Johonnot further advises that it bo made the duty

* distinctive school officer of each county to look after

the interests of teachers' institutes, that such officer should

make all preliminary arrangements for the institute of his

county, as well as to secure instructors ani lecturers, and that

he should influence the teachers to attend the institute.

Mr, Johimot anticipates the next meeting of the legis
lature when he says:

t

■efforts will be made towards the organl-

tako charge of

estimating that such an arrange

rs ached in one

zation of a competent corps of instructors to

all the institutes of the statefs
!

ment would enable twelve thousand teachers to bo f

I
year, and that the efficiency of the schools would be doubled.

The report of the State Superintendent, Victor M. Rice,
for 1855, devotes considerable space to teachers' institutes.

1. - Bound Vol. of Hew York Teacher 1855-56
- Same as above.

'I
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1

saying, that the Stata Honnal School is entirely inadequate to

supply the number of trained teachers needed for the elementary

schools; and added, that teachers* institutes must he the main

reliance to which the schools must look for training the recruits

that are being yearly added to the teaching force.

In another clause Mr. Elea recommends Increased appro

priations for teachers* institutes, and the appointment of a

board of competent instructors, who shall derote theasolTOS

wholly to this branch of the school system.

Sineteen counties are credited with holding institutes,

with an average attendance of sixty.

The legislature of 1856 created the office of county

School Commissioner, and made it Incumbent on him to hold a

2
teachers’ institute at least once in each year.

The legislature of 1857 increased the appropriation

for teachers* institutes to three thousand dollars, with an

additional seventy-five hundred dollars to bo distributed among

school officers of the state holding such institutes, with the

proviso that no one county should receive more than one hundred

aid twenty doll^s.

I

i

}

1

I

5

i

!• - The Sew York Teacher 1855 - Vol. Ill P. 237,
2, - Journal of the Senate 1856,
3» - Journal of the Senate 1357,
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An act to amend this statue concerning teachers^ insti*

tutss and in other ways to oaqphaaizeetheir relation to public

instruction passed by the legislature of 1862, makes it the duty

of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to adTise and

co-operate with the School Commissioners of the rarious counties

in regard to time and place of holding Institutes together with

the enqployment of competent instructors and leoturers to con

duct the exercises pertaining thereto?’

Another proTislon of this Act confers on the State

Superintendent of Public Instruction the power to establish the

basis upon which the annual appropriation shall be distributed

to the sereral counties} and to establish a form of certificate

that shall be an incentiTe to teachers to attend the institutes.

It also adTlses that the state superintendent risit as many of

the institutes held in the Tarious counties as ho can so ar

range for.

!
i

j
!?

i

!

•5

This Act encourages attendance at the institutes by

thorizlng the trustees to close the schools in their districts

during such a time as a teachers' institute may be in progress

in the county, and either to allow teachers their salaries while

attending the institute, or to so arrange that other school

days may be substituted for the time

au-

1

80 used* •/

1. - Act of 1862.

i.ifi
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ByphlloBophical phasoB, rather than fro* Its mechanical,

means of lect\ireB and carefulljr prepared toplcaa papers, the

adaptability of methods to moot each particular instance was

mads clear.

Oeography and history became as liring subjects teeming

with life, for the stored materisJ. of museums were no longer to

be sacredly kept behind glass panes, but were to bo brought

The legislature of 1883 nuido

!

forth to serro definite ends,

a special appropriation of eighteen hundred dollars to be ex

pended under the direction of the State Superintendent of Pub

lic Instruction, acting conjointly with the Aiserioan ICuseum of

Vattiral History of the City of Hew York, for a course of lectures

that should giro instruction in History and Geography in all the

teachers' institutes that wore to bo held in the Turious dis-
I

trlots of the state. So successful did this form of instruc

tion proTS, that the appropriations for this purpose alone was

increased to three thousand fire hundred dollars annually.

Although other and more extensire prorlslons hare been

made for the professional training of elementary teachers during

these years, whose educational progress we hare been following,

only along the lino of our subject, yet neither Hormal Schools

nor Teachers' Training classes, powerful and influentiad. as they

i
J
i

\

{
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ar«, haT8 effaced or lessened the value of teachers' Institutes

as an effective part of the Cosimon School Systea.

An Act of 1896, provided for methods of instruction in

physiology and hygiene; and in all the institutes,held through

out the state, special reference was to he made as to the method

of instruotion which portrays the dangerous Influence of alco

holic drinks, and of narcotics}

issuing of certificates rested on the candidate's knowledge of

the essential, facts connected with this subject, ani their skill

shown in the swthods of presenting it.

In another clause this Act provided that public lectures

to artisans and mechanics was to have aui assigned place on the

Institute's program, such lectxu-es to be a part of the instruo

tion furnished by the Huseum of Hatural History.

The largo number of institutes annually held throughout

the state, together with the Increasing demand for thoroiighly

prepared and qualified instructors, iapelled the legislature to

pass an Act, which provided for the appointment of five men to

One of the conditions in the

I

i

be known as Institute Conductors, and a fixed salary was at

tached to the office? The Act also provided for the appoint-

^nt of special instructors in drawing, in primary work, ani in

1. - Act of 1896.
2. - Act of 1901.
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I
iIt aO-so eonfarred an additional BsO-ary of eighteenXnglish.

thonaanl dollars on the instructors sent out by the Museum of

Satural History for the furtherance of their work in risual in-

struotlon; a«l it increased the annual appropriation for teach

ers' Institutes to fifty thousand dollars.

In 1902, the Bureau of Hduoation was organized, at the

head of irtiich was placed a Superrlsor with an annual salary of

To this department was consigned the

care and furtherance of the Interest of teachers' Institutes,

for, with an annual appropriation of sixty thousand dollars to

eorer the general expenses connected with teachers' ihstltues ,

and an equally generous appropriation made for the special fea

tures of its work, Hew York state stanchly expresses its loyalty

to this organization, which was founded within its borders; and,

as a result of the benign influences showered upon it by the

state, it has reached a degree of excollonoy as an educations^.

Institution, not elsewhere attained.

I
!four thousand dollars.

I

I1. - Organization of Bureau of Education 1902.

t i ■
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Trom this hrief surrey of the historical significance

of ToMhers* Institutes, in their relation to the educatlonEil

systea of Bow Torh State, it is erldent that they owed their

origin to that lack of educational prorlslons for teachers,

which extended orer the great rural sections of the state, coa-

hlned with the intelligent efforts that were helng put forth

froB more farored centers to oToroome the spread of ignorance

and illiteracy.

!

!

While excerpts from Messages and from Reports hare heen

<luotad, and Legislatlre Acts hare heen cited, to illustrate the

agencies at work, still it has heen largely left to the reader

to supply from his own experiences, a conception of the educa

tional awakening that must hare perraded those times.

The official recognition early accorded to Teachers’

Institutes, and the ease with which they assumed organic form,

was apparently due to their adaptahllity to serve the very pur

pose for which they were first used - adopting a summary process

hy means of which teachers might he prepared for the rural

schools.

[■

i

Their later recognition as an organization closely con

nected with the Public School System was,in the same way, large

ly duo to their adjustahility. Por, when the Increased number

of Hormal Schools and of Training Classes made it posslhlo for

-i
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!

i

the greater number of rural teachere to secure at least a par

tial preparation for their work, teachers* institutes opened a

way to extend the scholastic and professional education thus

he grin.

■ i

The Hew York Teachers’ Institutes of the present owe

their Magnificent proportions to the apprehensive Intelllgenoe,

which leads them to seize the opportunities that an intensified

philosophical thought and wider range of scientific knowledge,

have placed within their reach.

The Teachers* Institutes belongs preeminently to Hew

York State, and the benign influences which have placed at its

disposal a well-equipped department, added to the large appro

priations annually voted for its use, gives hopeful assurance

that it will continue to bring living teachers in contact with

the best educational thought.

}

J



THS HISTORY OF TBACH3RS* ihstitutss.

STATB OP I’SaSSYIVAHIA

Proceeding with the history
they spread from Hew York Into

Tania,

of teachers' Institutes, as

the adjoining state of Pennsyl-
we find that they were In this state

closely allied with
as in the former

of a system of

one.

the rise and development I

common schoilsj and that la each of these
recognized as a

states they were early
co-operative factor in

advancing the educational
status of the teachers

connected with the elemental^ schools,

of Pennsylvania,

j

The State Constitution
adopted la 1790,

►..r, .un,.. to th.

the Prlends, in a clause that reads;-
■Tho legislature shall

provide hy law for the

state In such

as soon as

establishment of schools

conveniently may be

throughout the
I :

manner that the

But the Invidious
poor may be taught gratis^

coaqparlsons In^jlled In
! i

such a clause
could scarcely bo expected to pass .)

courageously done Its share towards the
current In a state that had

- support of a war, whose

leveling of distinctions based
avowed outcome had been the

merely

^ ■ Srss;:;
■ i

Laws of Penn.

)

!
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on rank and wealth; and whan either through malice, or through

a lack of sya^athatic consideration, they were designated "char

ity schools* and "pauper schools", their existence hecaae

fj

ti

pre

carious and futile.

ITeanwhile the adTocatas of a system of popular education

wore untiring in their efforts to eliminate the offensire

of the clausa hy making the elementary schools free

In the state, a result finally secured hy the passage of the

yree School Act in 1834^^

Pending the agitation incident to the

feature I

to ewery child

years that preceded

the passage of this Act, the progressiTS educators of Pennsyl-

Tania turned their attention to the consideration of ImproTed

of subject matter.methods of instruction and logical presentation

As early as 1808, Joseph Heef, a teacher recommended by

Peetalozzl, was induced to come to Philadelphia and open a school

in which the Pestalozzian principles of education

elucidated and taught.

should be

This was the first practical intro- ! ■

duotion of the Pestalozzian methods into this country.

In addition to his work as instructor in Pestalozzian ii•i

methods, Itr. Seef published two books bearing
and methods InTolvod in such

on the principles

a system of training, the first

1. - Journal of the Senate of the Legislature of Penn
2. - Hinsdale’s Horace Kann

. 1833-44.

pp. 59-61,
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books of the kind ever published in AiBorica.

eumstances Pennsylrania bases her claim of being the state that

first formally recognized the necessity of providing training

sohools for teachers, and, that though her earlier efforts fell

short of success, they furnished a precedent when public agita

tion made the time more ripe for the establishment of training

schools for teachers.

The Konitorial system of Instruction was introduced in

1819 by the founding of the "Hodel School" at Philadelphia with

Joseph Lancaster installed as principal.

Lancaster cams to Philadelphia from Hew York, where for

several years he had been busily employed demonstrating the

feasibility of using the Madras method in the instruction of a

large number of pupils under the direction of a limited niuaber

of teachers. -

On these clr-

S

I

(
i

i

1

I

I

!

The ten yearsC1824-1834) preceding the passage of the

Jree School Act, were years of untiring activity among the ad

vocates of the common school cause in Pennsylvania, and, like

their contemporaries in Hew York, they,too, drew to their aid

the influence of the press and of the forum.

During this time Walter Johnson, principal of the German

town Acadeay, published a series of pamphlets and books, advocat

ing stete schools for training of teachers, and augmenting his

!

I

» I

t

!

1« - Wlckersham’s History of Bducation in Penn. pp. 219-262.

i:
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plea, by naans of lecturas and open disoussions^

But strong and bitter prejudice were pitted against the

progressire moTsment in education, enhanced by the power of

numbers, and cTen after the victory won by the Act of 1834, its

final outcome hung in the balance, for the legislature of 1835-36

*

I

was beseiged with petitions for the repeal of the Jroe School
2

Act.
)

By the provisions of the Bree School Act, the towns

divided into school districts, each district, under conditions

wore

]

specified, to receive a stipulation from the state school fund

to bo applied to the maintenance of a free public school within

its boundaries, the residue to be provided for by a vote of the

district? This Act also provided that the Secretary of the

Commonwealth be ex-offlclo Superintendent of Common Schools.

So urgent and persistent were the petitions presented

to the legislature for the repeal of this law, that a conanittee

w^as appointed to receive and examine such communications; the

following excerpts from the report,presented to the legislature

by the chairman of that committee, clearly illustrates the ne

cessity of a law that should protect the children of the

from the heritage of illiteracy;-

I ii

I
masses

1i

J:

1. - Wlckersham, pp, 219-262.
2. - Journal of the Senate and Kinutes of the House of Penn, leg-
, Islatura 1853-36.
3, - See Session laws, Vol. II, April 1834.
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■The committee wore pained to find among those who deem

a general system of education \mnecessary and asked for its ro-

unahle to write their own names and who

Then follows the

peal, sixty-six who were

attached their 8lgnatiu*es hy making marks."
1

statements that one-tenth of the written signatures appeared to

he written hy other hands than their own; that not more than

fire par cent of the names were written in Bnglish, and perti

nently adds:

■And the great mass of names are so llleglhly written

to afford the strongest eTldenca of the deplorable disregard

long paid hy the legislature to the constitutional injunction

to establish a general system of education.■

That PennsylTanla was at this time a state of dual lan-

he inferred from the fact that when copies of the

as

so

guages may

OoTornor’s Hessage were printed for the use of the legislature,

in 1836, one thousaid copies were ordered printed in Bngjfish,
2

jnd five hundred in German.

The official report of the Superintendent of Coimnon

Schools for 1837 deals at some length with the difficulties en

countered in the attempt to harmonize euid adapt the new system

of education to the rarylng conditions existing in the different

sections of the state, referring especially to the differences

1. - Journal of the Senate (Penn) Pec. 1835-Aprll 1836. Vol.II

P. 650

2. - Jovirnal of the Senate 1836-37. Vol. 1. Penn. Legislature.
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I

In language, nationality, and preJudiceB, as well as to the

poverty and privations which bore heavily on the people of the

1
newer sections of the state.

Sealing with speclfio Instemoes the Superintendent says:-

■In counties where the aerman element largely predominates

the new system of education is unpopulen* because of the preju-

•I

J

dicial feeling, that it is to be used as a means of abrogating

the German language throughout the stats. In the county of

Philadelphia it is unpopular because the Triends have a system

of society schools which provides education for all children of

their own order, and so these wecathler countries do not organise

school districts.*

The superintendent suns up this part of his report by

saying:- "The chief defect of the system is, undoubtedly, the

want of good teachers, this is daily becoming more obvious.

It snist be provided for if the common school method of instruc-

Z
tlon is to be continued."

Two iB5)ortant recommendations,made by the Superintendent,

towards obviating these difficulties were : An increase in the

Instruction fund, and the establishment of Institutions for the

preparation of common school teachers; ■Hot colleges, but schools

J .

i

h!1

f!
i

1
I

1. - Journal of the Senate, Penn. Legislature 1836-37. Vol.II,P339
2, -Penn, Legislature, Journal of the Senate 1836-37,Vol.II P.339.

!
.i
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»lB5)ly for Instruction In the

This roport is full of

coawwndatlons and closes

■The business of

permanent profession,

In its sphere

before full Justice is

bast friends, the teachers.*

one art of teaching.*

valuable suggestions and re-

as follows:-

common school teaching must become a

one as respectable and
I

as well coapensated

the lawyer, or the Doctoras that of the Clergyman,

done to the rising generation, or to their

In 1838, Dresident Junklns, of Lafayette college,

teachers estab-

with a plan

several years previous to

to the founding of this

for the training of primary teachers

suc

ceeded in having a training school for primary
llshed in connection with his college, in accordance
for Ifodel School

this, and the discussions

the first Kodal School.
1

the state.

s outlined by himself
■I

thus aroused led

in

But, while the

tbs teachers, themselTes catching the i
Tlsed means for local aelf.i:.5,roTement?
and conventions

counties, while le

the Interest felt in

state lagged behind its opportunities,

spirit of the times, de-

Teachors* associations

more populous towns and

gatherings marked

were organized in the

ss pretentious and smaller
i

the more remote settlements. !

1. - Vlckorsham’
* m S History of Education in Penn. pp. 408-609-653.

■ pp. 643 k 646.

2. -

■ i:'*
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3

In 1848, the first Teachers* Institute held in Pennsyl-

ranla convened at Columhus, barren County, and continued in

session two weeks, the conductors of this institute had heen

co-workers with Dawid P, Page in the teachers’ institutes held

In Pew York stated
i

Other institutes followed until they had

spread through the Porthern and Pastern counties of PenneyIvamia
I

I

and gradually their influence permeated the educational system

of the state*

.1
■1
:1

Pducational epochs are often contemporao’y with periods

of industrial achieveioents.

the 'Pducational Revival'

So the time often referred to as

in the United States, was preceded hy

Bovejnents that changed the whole aspect of labor?:-The opening

of the Prie Canal, with the subsequent development of agricul

tural interests; the fonoation of the great Steam Ship lines;

the discovery of a new fuel in the use of anthracite coal, - all

of thes helped to inaugurate and extend an industrial movement

whoso influence reached from the Atlantic sea-board to the

furthermost trail of the emigrant’s wagon.

And amid this stir of material life, came the Intellectual
i

stir which resulted in the rise of a system of free public schools

the development of Teachers' Institut es; the spread of the 'Pormal

School' idea, and the organization of great Pducational Associa

tions.

1. - Pickersham, pp. 609 * 650.
2. - Picker sham’s .BducaUon in Penn. Hinsdale’s Horace Itann. I!

1

i

li
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The first ineetlng of the PennsylTanla State Teachers’

assemhllng of theAssociation was held in 1850, during the
State legislatiire.

i
I;■

Ifany members of the legislature attended
t

'1;

the meetings of this convention, and listened to,
pated in .discussions relative

t
and partlcl-

*

!
to the establishment of a Hormal f

School; also to the provisions for holding
and the adoption of adequate

teachers’ Institutes,

means for the professional training
of teachers. The need for

education, and for county supervision of

an Independent state department of
!

schools under

was freely discussed,

of Coasaon Schools

a com-
i

patent superintendent, each of which i
i!

The annual report of the Superintendent

for 1852, reviews his official

of controverted points?
decisions covering a large number

His decision In these
i

cases being

as authorized by the legls-
!

based on the summary of school laws I

lature of 1849,

In maiy Instances these controversial point
the very bulwarks of the

s assailed
i

common school system, opening questions

the length of the

i

as to the validity of teaching certificates,
school term and the financial basis on which the districts stood
In regard to the dlstrlbutl

taxes.
on of the school fund and the locaa

The ever increasing difficulty of securing uniformity

■|

In methods of
procedure until these and others equally in5)ortant

!l

i

1* - Vickersham’s, pp, 494-496.
- Journal of the Senate (Penn)2.

1852, P. 434.
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IfiBueo could te referred to a central authority, led the way

towards the establlshnsent of such a central authority In finally

proTldlng a Department of Education, whoso power should extend

oxer all the public schools of the state.

Governor Johnston’s annual message to the legislature ,

In 1852, contains this clause

■Our system of public school education Is far from that

The defect appears to arise

from an Insufficiency of funds and the want of proper teachers."

par-

]

i
I

perfection which Is desirable.

1

-jha ability to Isgiau-t Icnowledge to others,

tlcularly to young minds Is to be obtained only after a long and

patient study, assisted by all the faculties which science and

learning can afford," The Governor than urges the necessity

of adopting some practical plan by means of which professionally
trained teachers may be available for the common schools.

As one step towards the unifying of the school system.

the office of County Superintendent was created by an Act of

1864^ am t •

among the other duties pertaining to this office,

provided for by this Act, that of working towards

In courses of study, In grading was particularly emphasized.

as

a uniformity

1

1.
. Journal of the Senate 1852,
Srlghtly’s Purdon’B Digest of the Statute Laws of Penn, from

1790 to 1694, pp, 364-367,

i.
f
t

t
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1

i

Again a flood of protests and petitions assailed the

House against such laTlsh use of public funds, and the unnecessary

inposltion of authoratlre dictum as to the ellgihility of teach

ers to he eiiQ)loyed.

In Hay of this sane year (1855) the dlTlslons of counties

Into oOBimon school districts vas made obligatory, as was also

I

the election of a county superintendent of schools for each

2
county by these several districts.

1
!

yoremost among the bene

ficial results that folloved this system of county supervision,

was the fostering of a desire among the teachers for greater

scholastic and professional preparation, and in many towns small

!I

!

circles of teachers gathered at stated times for mutual improve-

yor who can estimate the heartfelt
li

ment and encouragement,

discouragement that must have often assailed these earnest rural

teachers, who had so few available means of Improvement at their

disposal: 7

i

)

The county superintendents seized on to the coBqparatlvely

new project of teachers' institutes, as affording a practical

means of inculcating more lofty educational ideals among the

teachers cf the ruiral counties; and of creating in the minds of

the people at large a more sympathetic attitude towards the

■district schools".

5

ii?

1, - Journals of Senate A Minutes of Assembly, 1854-55.
2, - Brightly'B Purdon's Digest of Statute Laws, p.339.
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Tha year of 1857 gave the croiralng victory to the friends

of popular education, for by an Act of the legislature a Depart-

Bent of Education was created, and an office, known"as the State

Superintendent of Public Instruction, placed at Its head^’

Provisions were also made for filling secondary offices of this

department and even regulations established, as were necessary,

for a proper discharge of the duties Incumbent thereon.

Jurisdiction of this department extended over both secondary and

elementary schools.

During the years Immediately succeeding the passage of

this Act, public opinion was being slowly molded towards the

acceptance of not only an entirely free system of local schools,

but of a free system of training for teachers who were to "be

•iiq?loyod in these schools, and among the best means to be engjloyed

in bringing about such a result, attention centered around Eor-

mal schools and teachers’ institutes.

Prom the time idien the county superlntendency was first

established, teachers’ Institutes grew more and more In favor

and gradually superceded other local organizations; legislative

acts were passed from time to time recommending that special

privileges be granted to teachers attending these institutes,

(

i

I
i

!

The

i!

1
!i

i

5

II

i

1. - Brightly’s Purdon’s Digest of Statute Laws, p. 334,
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I

!

the state thus showing Its recognition of the value of the work

done by teachers' institutes throughout the state. Still until

1867, teachers* institutes in Pennsylvania were convened entirely

at the option of the county superintendent, the expenses of

being shared by the teachers attending, supplemented by a small

3
!

j

i

same

f

appropriation from the coxmty in which the institute was held.

But, as the county superintendent became for the time an insti

tute conductor, assisted by such talent as he could most conven

iently call to his aid, the expense of holding an institute was

inconsiderable.

t

I
■ \

!

In 1867 a law was passed, which is still in force, making

it obligatory for each county superintendent to hold at least

one Institute a year, for a term of not less than five daysJ^

This law also provided for an appropriation by the county of a

sum not less than sixty, nor more than two hundred dollars, to

wards defraying the expense of each institute held.
2

But the

full value of this law was not realized until 1887, when it was

made obligatory on the districts of a co\inty to close the schools
!1

and to allow the teachers full time while in attendance at the

2
county teachers' institute.

i

i

1. Brlghtly's Purdon's Digest of Statute laws, p. 367,
2m * ■ ■
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Theae laws proTlded that the county superintendent, or

some one appointed hy hla, should have charge of the exercises

held during the sessions of the Institute.

In accordance with a petition presented to the legislature

In 1899, an Act was passed allowing separate Institutes to be

held by cities and boroughs enploylng not less than twenty-five

nor Bore than fifty teachers, the schools of which are In charge

of an elected superintendent. Such Institutes were to bbe

entitled to an appropriation from the city,or borough, sufficient

to cover the expenses Incurred.

ii

The teachers of the city, or

borough, were to receive their full salary while In attendance

at such Institutes.

Since the passage of this Act, two systems of institutes

are recognized in Pennsylvania: the county institute system and

the district, or borough institute system.

i

Ilia
But, as under the

latter system the holding of Institutes is optional with the board

of directors, there is much irregularity as to the number and

times of holding the city and borough institutes.

In Pennsylvania some of the cities monthly or semi

monthly hold teachers* meetings, to which the name "Institute*

is loosely applied; and In other cities regularly organized

{

!|
1 1

’■I'

1. - Journal of the Senate 1899, Vol. II, p. 1403.

'1

I
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teachers* inetitutee are annually held under the proTisione made

by law, the programs of which greatly wary,

the different periods a critical study of historical biographi

cal and literary subjects, in addition to the regularly outlined

1

pedagogical topics*

In PennsylTanla, as in Sew York state, the county in

stitutes fora an important feature of the elementary school

work, and since 1867 institutes hare been annu£Q.ly held in every

county in the state*

The scope and purpose of the county teachers’ institutes

In PeMsylTanla may, perhaps, be best illustrated by outlining

i

Some cover during

i i

{

i
i

the program of a five-days-instltute recently held in Bradford

The institute opened on Sonday morning and closed

with a muslctil the following Prlday evening*

cotmty*

This program

assigns nine periods to the teaching of history, based on the

!

!■

historical story, "Principles of Teaching", seven periods

applied to both the mechanical and to the literary part of the

dally program of the school, touching the philosophical with the

subject of "How to Study"*Geography was assigned but one period,

which covers the subject of continental Geography,
i

1* - Circular of Infonnation of the Bureau of Bducation #2, 1886*
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A eonslderabla portion of the tiae wae deroted to dla-

ousslons, the different grades assigned by sections, and Tltal

problems hearing on the subjects pertaining to each section

wore clearly and forcibly outlined.

School Management took In two periods and evening

lectures on popxaar subjects were given by prominent lecturers

from different cities and states.

1

I
i .

j !
Though Pennsylvania has accorded an official acknowledge

ment to teachers* Institutes, whereby they are recognized as

an essential part of her Public School System, by making it

obligatory on counties annually to assemble, and on teachers to

t
1

\
■I

ij

annually attend these Institutes, still the general pedagogical

value of these organizations must be greatly lessened by the in

determinate manner in which conductors and instructors

provided.

are

The possibilities pointing to the fact that , in

counties where the need for pedagogical and scolastlc instruc-

tlon Is the greatest, the quality of such instruction might fall

to be of the same degree of excellence as it naturally would be

In the more favored sections.

! I

The small appropriations granted by the Legislature of

Pennsylvania for the support of teachers' institutes will

less account for the organization in this

large a degree the primitive characteristics of

institutes.

i

i

doubt- •j

state retaining to so

the earlier

, 1

? :

1
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But Bonnsylvania nniat concede that the right of this,

or any other organization to exist, depends on Its ability to

recognize and cope with the problems which new conditions pre

sent for elucidation.

5 ;

i !

r

1

)

II

• \
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In point of time. Hew Jersey followed Pennsylraania in

extending her appreciation of the possihilities that clustered

around Hdw York Teachers* Institutes idea, hy introducing

organizations, as an advance movement towards the removal of the

inadequacy of scholarly attainment, which prevailed

elementary teachers of the State.

Though the local colorings which the educational

phere may assume necessarily differs in the individual

the general conditions which preceded the rise

free public schools, are so similar as to make

count of each xmprofItable.

The first teachers* institute held in Hew Jersey

organized in June 1849 at Somerville, under the auspices of

Christopher C. Hoagland, J£. D., who filled the position of Su

perintendent and examiner for the town of Hillsboro^'

Dr. Hoagland had formerly resided in Hew York

while there had become interested

of teachers for mutual professional improvement.

i
these

among the

atmos-

states,

of a system of

a detailed ac-

was

il
!!

I.

1

State and
i

in these Toluntary associations }

In his official report to the state

Hoagland had called
superintendent,

attention to what he termed, the deplorable

Dr.

1.

■ iil

y
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lack of knovledga azsong teachers regarding treatise and books

bearing on the art and science of teaching, adding that not one

in fifty had ever read such books and many had never heard that

there were any such works In existence^

A personal Interview with the state superintendent fol

lowed this report, and resulted In the organizing of this first

teachers' institute of Hew Jersey, just six years after Hr.

Penmem's first teachers' Institute In Hew York state.

This Institute opened on Monday and closed the following

Among the addresses given by notable speakers was

one on Ten5>erance by Horace Greeley of the Hew York Tribune,

As Somerset County bears the honor of being the pioneer

eo\uty of How Jersey, a more extended history of the institutes

held In this particular county may not be out of place,

Tha second Institute was held at Somerville in 1851.

Henry Barnard and Horace Mann gave veiluable assistance in the

planning of a program for this Institute, and Miss Peabody,

(Horace Mann's sister-in-law) was present as an Instructor of

Methods of Teaching History,

I

k

i

Saturday.

2

Prom 1851 to 1856 institutes were hold annually in this

county,with one exception (1852), Prom 1856 to 1861 only !

I

1. - History of Bduoation In Haw Jersey, p, 168.
2. - Murray's History of Bducation In Hew Jersey, p. 171,

M



55

I

i

three Inotltutee were held, while from 1861 to 1874, the years

marked throughout the country as a period of sorrow and of

serious business depression, the interest in teachers* Institu

tes flagged, while the three feeble

years to maintain the organization scarcely repaid the effort^
Then they were again rerlTed

il

attengpts made during these

new conditions combined with well-

a uniform course of study for the

state, forced teachers’ In-

dlrected efforts to inaugurate

elementary schools throughout the

stltutes to assume

organization, based

as to what constituted the

me a more permanent and systematized form of

on a broader scope of scientific knowledge,
art of teaching. tor these earlier

Institutes were purely roluntary and loosely organized associa

tions, depending for their existence

and lectures; and the attendance of these

on gratuitous instruction

illy-paid teachers was

of the towns-people,

remuneration the teachers attending the

made possible only through the hospitality
who entertained without

institute.

J

These institutes continued in

attendance ranging from fifteen to fifty

arerage being from twenty-flTe to thirty.

session one week, with

teachers, the general

an

1.
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In response to

the several resolutions bearing
schools was

a call,issued by the State Superintendent,

i
on the betterment of the COBQDOn

value of teachers*one referring to the educational

Institutes, in the following terms

■That wo regard the
subject of providing con5>etent

on affecting the pros

perity, efficiency, and success of our coianon school system;

»d ielLvIng ttat an alaract.r
lo.r.a„ thalr cad b. attaad.d .nb only partial
success while that defect ^

teachers as
fflost Important conslderatl

aad

remains,*

■That teachers* institute
are Justly regarded

the accomplishment of this

aid and encouragement which

s
as a

powerful Instrumentality in

«d should receive that

portance in the

object,

their la-

)

econoncr of pur system demands. and that one-

each county

ons as the leglslatxira

hundred dollars should bo annually appropriated to

for their support, under such reguiatl
■ay adopt,*

Among the results which followed
oducatlonal revival^

in the wake of the

which swept through the Middle jAtlantic !

!
t

!

2: - Bducation
See page 41 of this thesi

iin J^ew Jersey, p, 171,
3,

,f
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and adjoining states, has heen cited the rise of state systenus

of common schools, free a^JJce to rich and poor, and the gradual

hut permanent growth of the Hormal school Idea.

In new Jersey, as In the other states, this period was

one of great educational activity, which. In addition to the

discussions and formulation of plans hearing on the estahlish-

ment of a system of free elementary schools, was fraught with the

more perplexing problem of how to provide suitable teachers

for such schools.

following the receipt of certain resolutions presented

hy an educational convention held in Trenton, the State Legis

lature,In 1853, passed a law establishing county institutes^'

The State Teachers’ Association of Hew Jersey proved to

he one of the most efficient aids in fostering teachers* Insti

tutes. At its second annual meeting in 1855, the association

decided to he represented throughout the state by an agent,

whose duty It should be to secure, as far as possible, the es

tablishment of teachers’ institutes, suid in every proper practi

cable way to labor for the establishment of a Hormal school, and
2

for the furtherance of popular education.

I

5

1

1. - Murray’s History of Hducation In Hew Jersey,
- Murrays’ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

pp. 172-173.
p. 173.2.
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The first state agent was Dr. Hoagland, and ho succeeded

In organizing teachers* institutes in nearly half of the counties

His successor, J. B, Thou^son, by means of his

persistent aotirity in sending out circular letters, ejtplalnlng

the intent and purpose of teachers* institutes, and by his un

tiring energy in dellTering public lectures, succeeded in awaken

ing a deeper interest on the part of both teachers and patrons

in behalf of a stats system of common schools, that should hare

at its command a corps of professionally trained teachers.

Before the expiration of Mr, Thoi!pson*s term of office, insti

tutes had been organized in perhaps every county of the stated

Mr, Thompson,declining a re-election, the office was

newer again filled, though subsequent events have shown that it

would have been to the interest of teachers* Institutes to have

continued some such agency, since by its removal the enthusiasm

that had been created was gradually diverted to ther channels,

or dissipated in the routine duties of the hour.

In scanning the reports of the State Superintendent to

the State Board of Bducation during the seventies, one finds

scant space given to the subject of teachers* Institutes?

some cases no reference whatever is made to the subject, in others

only a very few of the twenty-one counties are credited with

inalntalning such an organization.

I

!
of the state.

Ml

ii!

i

III
j

■

IW-

I

{

In

1, - Murray*8 History of Education in Hew Jersey, p. 181.
Z. - State Supt. Reports 1870-79.
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That the Immense amount of work deyolring on the aohools

prededlng, and Immediately succeeding the Centennial Sxposition

may, in a large measure, account for the dearth of institutes,

can scarcely ho doubted; but still other reasons

for to explain an apathy that continued imtil

nineties.

i

I

i

i

must be sought

early in the

t

I!

The legislature of 1894 made important changes in the
school laws of the stateJ^

dnstrlct dlTislons anl made the town the

purposes:

The Township Act abolished the

unit basis for school

The yroe Text Book Act made possible a greater unl-

The Tenqpsrancaformity and efficiency of school discipline:

Instruction Act, with its corresponding need of scientific moral

instruction, opened a new theme, the consideration of which would

rightfully fall within the prorlnce of teachers* institutes. i

The official reports of this

in the state with holding a teachers* Institute,
'*^rying from one to three days?

The State Superintendent in his report (1894)

system of Institutes,

•An Indisorimlnate choice preTalls with

year credits every county

the session
!

criticises

with considerable vigor the Hew Jersey
when ho says:

1 1

I!!!
maixy . i:

I

I

1, si'
• - School laws of Hew Jersey, 1894.

- Official report of State Board of Bducatlon
Sate Superintendent, 1894, p. 46.

2.
and of the
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conductors, and srlth a confusing number of toplos, In consequence

of idilcli there is a failure to concentrate that amount of at

tention on any one group of subjects necessary to

nent results^"

i

i'll

socure perma*

In contradistinction to this ho refers to the Hew York

system of maintaining Institutes with its corps of state

ductors and its Department Bureau.

Referring to the seemingly decreasing popularity of

teachers* institutes, this report finds its cause in the

CUB means of professional improToment now at the cojsaand of

teachers, and in the changes in school legislation, which per

mits only professionally prepared teachers to be eB?)loyed and

suggests the advisability of holding one-day institutes, thus

sensibly decreasing the amount of time which the pupils lose

from the enforced absence of the teacher.

The School laws of Haw Jersey for 1894 contains this

con-
!l

nuraer-

olause:

■The County Superintendent shall encourage and assist

in the organization and management of County Institute e as the

committee on education may direct, and bo present at and preside H
2

over the same,"

- A. B. Poland,

■ - School laws for How Jersey 1894,2.

!i| '

ill
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one-day instltutaa, claiming that the teachers*b Institutea of

the present ehould he
a sort of educational "revlTal meeting",

whoso ala should he to stimulate the teachers
i

to a more hearty

acceptance of the larger Interpretation glTon to the tana edu

cation In the present day; the warietles of which are carrying

The superin-ra-adjuatmsnt along the range of social ethics,

tendent in this report inclines to the rlew
i

that such enthusiasms

oould heat he awakened hy the one-day-institute, and that hy

thus minimizing the time,the one-hundred-dollar apportionment
I
!

would he sufficient to cover the expenses incurred.

A cursory examination of later reports seem to indicate
that one-day-institutes are the rule la the majority of the

counties of Hew Jersey.

A personal letter received from the present State

Intendent, January 19, 19io, in reply to a letter of inquiry

gardlng teachers* institutes in Hew jersey.

I
I

Super-
.

re

reads :-

"Ve have no printed matter relating to them (county
no Rules and Regulations governing their

r.

Institutes) and
organi

sation and management, except the following;
■’The Superintendent shall

;

secure instructors, prepare

each county of the

s wherever practlcahle.

programs and provide a county institute for

shall hold Joint institute

L
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i!Oaneral eosslone of such institutes may. If deemed adrisahle, he

hold during each forenoon, hut the afternoon

dlTlded into either two

atruotlon given shall ho adapted to the

in attendance.*

session shall he

or more departments, in which the in-

several grades of teachers

}

■•Ho puhlic school in the State shall

or shall ho deemed to he in session during the period the insti

tute for the county in which it is

■•All teachers shall attend the

ho in session.
I

i

situated shall he held*

annual institute held

are teaching and no deduction shall

any teacher for the time he, or she

upon said institute.*

5

for the county in which they

he Buids from the salary of

shall he in attendance

■ t

The State Superintendent shall pay all expenses In-

hut only on

and certified hills, and shall

an itemized and a

amount expended, acoompanied with

curred in connection with each county institute,
the presentation of itemized

render to the State Board of Bduoation both (

summarized account of the

appropriate vouchers.•■
I ■

That the present State Superintendent,
who for many years has

Hon. J. C. Baxter,

so stanchly held his place at the head

Of the schdol department, believes that teachers*ln8tltute»
■hould still continue their organization as a part of the
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I

elementary echool eyetem, may te inferred from one of hie earlier

annual reporte quoted by Murray in his History of Bducation in

Hew Jersey, as follows:-

■Mo institute should be held for a shorter period than

fire days, and the instruction so allotted as to Jfeep all our

A fire days institute will accom

plish more for our schools than any ever yet held,

are looking forward to the moat important improTsments in our

public school system, such as the enployment of State agents,

wo must not forgot that it also behooves us to make the most of

present conditions and opportunities, and that by so doing wo

employ the moot effectual means of hastening the desired refon^*

Trom this somewhat brief discussion, it is evident that

teachere* institutes in How Jersey are subjected to the influence

of two diverse views;- One influence would strip them of the

characteristics qualities belonging to them as an organization,

and resolve them into an suinual gathering more cr less formal

In its nature, and of only a few hours duration; the other, would

have the original characteristics made more oAtenslvo by a living

contact with those progressive, but often confusing,problems

which belong to the complicated conditions of an extreme system-

ization of educational processes.

i
I

i

educational forces in line.

1

Vhlle we

I1

j

I
!

i

I

1

\

>
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The presence of a recognized Unirerslty furnishes

ideal towards which the weakest institution turns, and with such

an inspiration in their wery midst, its friends hare a founda-

tlonfor hoping that in Hew jersey the Teachers* Institutes

the future will efficiently extend and increase the profession

ally prepared teachers of the elementary schools, hy making its

sessions not only ■HsTlTal Meetings", hut meetings whose Tivlfy-

Ing power shall permeate the whole system of Common Schools,

an

of

I
}

1

i
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IHB HISTORT 0? TSACH3BS* ISSTITOTBS

STAIB OT DSLATARB.

!

i

Dr. Harris In his letter of transmittal to the Bureau

of Xducatlon of Prof. 1. A. Powell’s Konograph entitled, "The

History of Bducatlon In Delairare* says:-

• •Delaware owing to her position Between states Horth and

South haring excellent schools, has permitted her children to

he led away willing captives hy edxicational advantages, which

Xleoentary education has suffered as

—"Xho would appreciate the

struggle must hccir In mind the prohlem of Geographical situation."

One of the interesting features In the early attempt of

Delaware to provide a system of free Instruction was its appli

cation of the Sunday School principle, promulgated hy Robert

Raikes, as set forth in an Act of 1821, hy which Sunday Schools

2
were organized with a hond of paid teachers.

Reading wais the principal subject taught,

this Act has drifted down through the intervening years into the

present, for each of the three counties of Delaware still re

ceive an annual appropriation for Sunday School work.

i

she could not offer.

well as the Academies."

t

In these schools

The Influence of

) i!

1. - 1. A. Powell’s History of Sducation in Delaware - Circular

of Informaticn #3, p. 193,
2, « 1. A, Powell’s History of Hducation in Delaware - Circular

of Information #3, p. 140. laws of Delaware Vol. 251,

ii
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Delaware shared with her eieter etatee the Tlcleeltudee

and trials attendant on the attempts to inaugurate a systen of

free schools.
I

An Act of 1829 proTided for a system of partially free

schools, the state appropriation to each district to equal, hut

not to exceed the amount collected hy the district for school

purposes.

I

Schools were to open on the first Monday in Sovember

and to continue in session as long as the funds permitted^

The fallacy of such a law soon became apparent, for the

people were averse to a taxation aid the poorer children were

deprived of the means of obtaining an education.

Tor the pui^ioae of arousing public opinion in behalf

of free schools, educational conventions were organized, but as

their Influence began to effect a change for the better.
Civil Tar drew the attention of the people to other issues,

though even under these adverse conditions the subject of

tlon was kept more or less before the attention of the public

through the agency of these conventions.

A mass meeting held in Dover, December 1867, to discuss,

and to suggest changes in the existing school laws, prepared the

way for the passage of the Bew School Act of 1875.

the

educa-

1. - Powell’s History of Bducatlon in Delaware pp. 143-50
■

h .
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This Act provided,

pointed annually by the Oovamor,
being to visit

I
that a State Superintendent be

one of his specified duties

The State Superln-

teachers of

an Act

ap-

every school In the state,

tendent was required to Issue certificates to the

the state, but this provision

of 1879, conferring this duty
was afterwards aoended by

on the county superintendent,

only provisionally free.
But this Act kept the schools

old manner of raising
as the

revenue was still adhered to.
The Act of 1875 also provided that a Teachers* Institute

of the
should be held annually in
State for

each of the three counties

a period of not less than three days.

Bellowing closely on this Act,
etltute ever held In Delaware

the first Teachers* In-

, was organzled October 1875 at
■ciddl....,, H., c«,l.

The State Superintendent for

lnourr,d 1„ ..curing th. ..rvlc. of .M. in.truotor. ,nc .t.t.

!

that year speaks of this Institute

annually appropriates one-hundred dollars to each county.

8 the attendance of teachers
An Act of 1887 make

conqiul-

Arother pro-

Superlntendent

«ory for the ^

vision of this
county In which they are teaching?
J Act abolished the office of State

1. - Powell*s History of Education In Delaware, p. I63.
■ P. 156.
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and of assiatant auperlntendent, and in lieu of tbeae, coimty

Superintendents were to efe appointed annually by the ooTcrnor.

The official risits of the County Superintendent to the

schools under his jurisdiction is specially emphasized, as well

as the carefia grading of teachers* certificatesi

The>.general control of the public school system of

Delaware is vested in a State Board of Bducation, conqposed of

the following members

The Secretary of State,

The President of Delaware College,

The County Superintendents.

The local management of the schools is in the hands of

the County Superintendents, and 6f the school commissioners of

the district.

The County Superintendents are appointed by the Govenior,

The Secretary of State is ex-officio Secretary of the State Board

of Bducation, and the President of Delaware Collage ex-offlclo

President of the State Board of Bducation.

Additional Information reg£irdlng Teachers* Institutes has

been obtained from letters received from the Secretary of the

State Board in reply to personal letters of Inquiry?

1. - laws of 1887.

2. - Theo. Townsend, Secretary, State Board of Bducation, Del.
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■The Teachere’ Inotltutes are held In each county an

nually in Hoveinber, the seoBlone covering three full daya."

■The state makes an appropriation to defray actual

expenses incurred,"

•The superintendents provide the instructbrn; and the

attendance of teachers at each session is compulsory."

■Delaware does not provide training classes for her

i

t

teachers."

■A Law appropriates |4,500.00 each year to aid such per

sons as may desire to graduate at State Konaal Schools of other

f

states, and who will obligate themselves to teach for two years

in the public schools of Delaware. It is required of all

who receive this aid, that they make certain attainments in

pedagogy at the Hormal Schools."

■Oradiiates of Colleges and Hormal Schools from other

states are admitted as teachers on presentation of certificates

without examinations."

The annual Teachers’ Institutes Provides addresses and

instructors along the pedagogical lines."

Under a separate cover was sent a program of the Kent

' Coimty Institute, which held its annual session at Dover,

Hovember 21-23, 1910 and is subscribed in full on the following

. page.

I
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1

\

!

Xonday Xomlng 10*15 o'clock.

KtibIc

i

\

Prayer

Xuslc

Address

Xonday Afternoon 2 o'clock. J

Address

i

Jtaslc i

j

j

Public libraries

Xuslc i

Address

Xonday Srenlng So'clock

lecture

Subject: Oratory and Orators.

Tuesday Xomlng 9.15 O'clock

Xuslc

Prayer

Address /

Xuslc 1

I

Address on Scientific Tenperance

Xuslc

!
i
I

Address

1
\

■
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4

Tuesday Afternoon 2 O’clock.

Kusic

The Hew Geography

Address

Kusic

Tuesday Krenlng, 8 O’clock.

Kusical Program

Vednesday Komlng 9.15 O’clock

Kusic

Prayer

Address

Kusic

Address

Kusic

Announceinents

Todnesday Afternoon 2

Kusic

Address

Kusic

Address

Kusic

Beiaarks

Kusic

Kednesday Brening 8.16

Bntertainaent.

I :

i

\

i

O'clock.

i

O’clock.

I

I
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Those parte of the program marked addresses, gars the

name of the speaker, hut not the subject of his address.

One Tievs with something akin to surprise the absence

of Hormal Schools and Training Classes In connection with the

public school system of Delaware, and In lieu of a better expla

nation turns again to that of geographical position.

A Formal University ai d a Summer School have forsaed the

basis of an experiment each In turn, to be abandoned, and It Is

perhaps by examining the schools of the larger cities that one

Is able to understand the trend of the public school system of

Delaware, for

Delaware Is a state of dual school systems; the colored

population maintains Its own schools subject to the same regu

lations as govern the schools for the white population}

colored teachers also hold an annual Institute.

Caste and racial prejudices die slowly but while they

exist public systems for the common good can not reach their

full moasiu'o of development.

This paper has followed the educational progress of the

so-called "Middle Atlantic States" along a specified lire; of

these, Delaware alone officially recognizes distincticns based

on racial differences. In the administration of her public school

!

The

1. - Dowell’s History of Bducation in Delaware, p, IM.
if
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It la only in Delaware that the state has not adopted,

at least proportionally adequate measures to assia'e a continuance

of professionally trainet^for its public schools,
With what degree of success public schools can carry

out their ayowed purposes with this constituent omitted, the

public school system of Delaware may in time rereal.

I

{
t
s



THS HISTOEY 0? TBACHSRS* ISSTITUTES

TiHAL smocARr

Tho foregoing dlscusslona haTC revealed, that Teachero*

Inetitutea owed their firet introduction into each of the oeveral

■tateg reviewed, to the fact, that as a sort of movable school

they furnished the most effectual means of coTinter acting that

glaring defect of the earlier school-systems - the Inability

to adopt measures that would place at the comnand of the schools

a permanent corps of trained teachers.

The Influence and importance which this organization has

maintained thro’ the succeeding years of its history greatly

varies in the different states. This appears largely due to

the degree of skill exercised in the manipulation of these

stltutes whereby they have been made to serve other ends than

In-

those originally purposed.

The later movements of this organization have been sub

servient to three general plans; first, that of the State System

one or moir^institutes are held an

nually at the call of the state sui>erintendent}

County System, which provides by law that at least

^ held annually in each county of the state at

the County Superlntendentj third, the District System, irtilch

Implies a division of the counties into districts,

li
of Institutes, under which

second, the

one institute

the option of
.11

each of which

li
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has at ita head a School CosimlBsloner, who exerolsea a general

control over the echoole of the different townehlpa which com-

priae such a diatrict, and who ia reeponsihle for the local ar-

rangementa connected with the annual institute.

The city or borough aystem of Inatitutea can scarcely

he considered a distinct classification, as the law provides

for, rather than authorizes its existence,

yrom the threshold of the present the glance must stretch

forward as well as backward, for while the Past only is absolute,

Its sterling efforts are the harbinger of things yet to be.

The Influence of the work so worthily done in the past has pro

jected Teachers* Institutes into the present, with the expecta

tion that their Impress on the revolutionized educational sys

tems would bo as far reaching, as it had been when the more

Believing this, the' pro-

(

i
!

i

t

prlsiltlvo conditions had prevailed,

moters of the institute idea have asked for increasing appro

priations, which being granted, they have used to strengthen

ita educational courses, and to draw to its support a corps of

superior instructors.

But, in spite of its effective aggregations aid its

extended facilities in the disposal of these, there has set in

a reactionary movement whose general trend has been to oppose

the further accentuation of the liiatltute idea.
,1
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Such oppoBitlon to teachers* Institutes Is based on the

teii5)orary nature of its construction, which permits the holding

of only brief and widely separated sesBions, and that owing to

such conditions, the work must bo done in a detached and frag

mentary manner,

fied with the inference, that not only by aggregations, but

5
1

!

And the arguments thus adranced are forti-

through a harmonious unity of parts is an educational process

And that from these considerations the propo-best promoted,

sltion obtains, that the educational raluo of their contribu

tions to the Public School System are not commensurate with

the expense necessarily incurred in maintaining such a department.

In reply to their critics,the promoters of institutes,

point with pride to the spelndid organization and equipments

of the How York Teachers* Institutes, and for the furtherance of

these the following innorations hare been suggested:-

Suitable buildings, centrally located in each institute

district to be known as the Teachers* Institute Building.

(

Besides furnishing a convenient place for the annual gatherings,

these buildings should be fitted up with scientific labratoriea.

In addition to these a commo-

I

containing needf\il apparatus,

dlous library, well filled with philosophical, scientific and

literary works, thus originating a library center from which books

i

could bo loaned to the teachers of the district under prescribed
-'■M

0regulations.

L
• f

L ir i

--.I'i* ‘
« s I
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ArrangementB might also he made hy meane of which these

huildings should he opened at ouch times as would accord with

the irregular racatlon periods of the rural districts,

subject to reaoonahle calls the Bureau of Institutes zalght pro-

Tlde Instructors of special classes at stated periods,

classes to include lectures and illustratlTS lessons for ar

tisans and mechanics.

i

irhile

Such

t

Thus equipped and fortified. Teachers*

Institutes would hecome an intellectual center to the more

Isolated rural population.

Teachers* Institutes were called into existence to

modify the dearth of educational advantages pervading in the

rural districts, and true to their traditions, the teachers*

Institute of the future may attain its highest excellence in

using its enriched powers to advance the cultural interests of

that bulwark of a Republic, She rural population,

the issue still in the balance, we leave the final word to be

said by some future writer.

I

But with

i;

I

!

!i.i

1*
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BIBLlOaRAPHY

EBGISLATIVS ACTS, MESSAGSS, laiTOTES OP IHB AmJlBlY OP

IHB STATE OP HEW YORK; JOUEHALS OP THB SE5ATB OP THK

STATE OP HEW YORK,

Year

Governor George Clinton*■ Beesage to the State

Legislatiu-e, rocoBanendlng appointaent of a body of

■en to he knoan as The Regents of the nnlYerslty#

1787 -
i

I

i

1792 - The Report aade hy the Regents of the University

suggesting that schools he estahlishod for teaching

the lower hranches, and urging the duty of the state

to provide elenentary education for the children of

huahle parents.

!2

1795 - The recommendations and suggestions contained

in Governor Clinton’s Message to the legislature found

definite expression in the passage of:-
3

An Act for the Encouragement of Schools.

Provisions; 1.- Towns to ho into school districts.

!

n

*1
1. - Journal of Senate 1787.

1792

1798

2. y■

■

3. - ■
f-

^ii
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1

2* - The state to laeet one-half of the expenses incurred

In maintaining schools within such districts.

5. - The Act to expire hy its own limitation within

fire years.

1800 - Oovemor’s Jay’s Message deploring the expiration

of the Act of 1795, and urging that soma means he pro-

Tlded for the education of the children of humhle

parents.^

t

1800
to Vumerous Bills presented hy the "Regents" relatire

'2
to ptoTlding for a system of elementary schools.

1810

f I

1801 - Conse<iuont to the appeal made in the Governor’s

Message of 1800, the legislature devised a scheme of

lotteries for the benefit of elementary schools, hut

the results proved disappointing?

!
1805 - 500,000 Acres of the unoccupied lands of the state

set aside as a permanent fund to he used in the inter

ests of cosmon schools.

The Public School Society of the City of How York

founded.

S'

t 1, 2, 3, ft 4. - Journals of Senate ft Assembly of those dates. ti

i' ll

i
'i
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1810 OoTernor loapkln’s MaBBaga recommending the draft

ing of a 87Btea of organization for elementary achoola^

1811
Act of 1811, authorizing the appointment of fire

ConattlsBloners to formulate
2

■ent of connon schools*

(

a system for the estahllsh-

1812 • Act of 1812:

of Common Schools created {the first office

kind In this country)?

The office of State Superintendent

of the

1815
Oldeon Howley appointed the first State Superin

tendent.

In deserving cases?
Superintendent Hawley recures free tuition

1821 Act of 1821: Office of the State Superintendent

aholished; Secretary of state, ex-officlo Superintendent
of CoBiBon Schools?

1826
■ Secretary Spencer*s Report .

on the qualification of teachers!
ParagrajJhs hearing

2, 3, 4, 5, 4 6. Journals of Senate 4 Assemhly of those dates. f .
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1826
(Spring Session)

that school Inspectors he appointed^
Sec. yiagg»8 recommendations

1827
■ 0.r.r„„r ollntcnU

hearing on schools and teachers:
(•) - The necessity of
(h) - The

an educated franchise,

necessity of making some provisions for
the

preparation of teachers.

The Report of the Regents
Spencer) for 1825;

of the UnlTsrslty (3tr.
the Academle

8 not sufficient to

existed for teacherssupply the need that

for their work
prepared

In the
elementary schools.

1835
• ■ Act of 1835:

provided for.
A Department of Public Instruction !I

i
il

A Secretary of Public Instruction placed
at Its head?

Sup=rl,„M.„. 11,.. .ugs..tt„s th,

the literary fund.

■)

1

2, & 3.
■ Dooa^nts of Senate

^or these ^and House of Representativesyears

J
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1835 ■ Pertinant paragraphs in the aovemor’s (Karcy)

Kessage of this year relatlre to prorisions needed in

behalf of elementary educationj^ i

i
i
I

1838 Act of 1838 providing for a teachers* department
8

in specified Academies.

1839 • ' Act of 1839 providing for a Board of County in

spectors. and visitors with duties defined.®

1841 • Act of 1841, authorizing the Board of Supervisors

of each county to appoint deputy-superintendents of

eommon schools.

i

Duties of this office clearly

defined.^

1848 Act of 1842, organizing Board of County Visitors.
5

A trend towards official Inspection of schools.

1843 fhe office of town superintendent of common schools

substituted for uuard cf county visitors.®

!j

1, 8, 3, 4, 5, & 6. Journals of Senate and House for these years.

)
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1844
Act of 1844 ssta'bllshlng first Iforaal School^ for

the purpose of glrlng a professional training to teachers

In the elementary schools,^

1846 • The superintendent's report for 1846: Thirty

counties holding teachers* institutes,^

i
1847 Act of 1847: The office of County Superintendent

abolished.

An appropriation of sixty dollars for each
3

county institute.

1848 • Report of the State Superintendent for 1848:

ICany districts by abolishing taxation had practically
organized free schools.^

Urges the legislature to adopt a uniform system

of free schools.

1861 • Act of 1851 creating annual appropriation of

#2,000 for teachers* institutes,*

i

i

Ij 2, 3, A 4. Reports of the Senate and House for these years. I

N
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1852 ■ Reaction of County Supt

Acts relating to Cojomon Schools ha embodied

Code>of-Laws,

1852, that numerous•»

into a

I

1854 LogislatlTS Act of 1854;

(a) - leaking the Department of Public Instruction
a distinctlTe department,

(b) - Placing at its head

of Public Instruction.^

t

I

a State Superintendent

1856
Xeglslative Act of 1856, abolishing office of

}

town superintendent, and creating the office of district
superintendent.

I

Office electire.^

1859 ' Act of 1859

Institutes.

appropriating ^5,000 for teachers’
- r

!

51860 f8,000 appropriated for teachers' institutes.

I

2, 3, 4, & 5. - Douements of Hew York Legislature for
these years.

!
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Year

Act of 1862; (a) Authorizing the state Superinten

dent to ce-operato with the oounty superintendents as

to tiJKS and place of holding institutes,

(h) Heoommending that school officials allow tlae

aol pay teachers attending such institutes,^

1862
i
i

\

- leglslatire Act of 1864: Appropriation of $100 granted

to each institute continuing in session ton days and
2

haring an average attendance of thirty teachers.

1864

An appropriation of #12,000 with an

additional #5,000 from U. S. deposit f\ind, granted to

3
teachers* institutes.

Act of 1866;1866

Act of 1867 abolished all rate bills throughout

the state and making all Konnal Schools and Comnon

1867

schools free.

5

Appropriation for teachers* institutes #15,000.

• Act of 1870 giving the State Superintendent of

Publlo Instruction a general control of all institutes.^

1870

t

1, 2, 3, 4, ft 5. - Legislative documents for these years.

State Supt.*8 Report to Legislature,
1

i*
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1870-
Increased appropriations, reaching in 1899,

|40,000 for teachers’ institutes throughout the state,^

i

1899
4

1883 ■ Act of 1883 providing that lectures on Hatural

History and Geography he sent out from the Ifusoum

of Hatural History,^

1884 Act of 1894; Teachers’ Institutes to he held

annually in each commissioner’s district of the state.®

This Act specifies the object of teachers’ institutes

Suggests that special attention ho given

Jects that treat of the principles of Bducatlon and

Methods of Teaching;

to suh-

Attendance counts towards certifi

cates, Attendance of teachers under contract obli
gatory.

189S-96 Act of 1896:

peranee Hygiene added to Cta*riculum,^

The subject of Physiology and Tem-

1i

1

1900 Act of 1900: Appropriation for teachers’ institutes

$50,000 with an additional $18,000 for work in visual
instruction under lecturers sent out by Museum of I
Hatural History,®

1, 2, 3, 4, A 5. Journals of House and Senate for these years.
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• Act of 1901; Appointment of fire institute con-

duotors at an annual salary of $4,000 each.

Special instructors in drawing, primary work and

Xnglish provided for.^

1901

Act of 1902 created the office of Supervisor of

2
the Bureau of Institutes (Bureau 1898).

1902

Act of 1905: Appropriation for teachers' institutes

reached $60,000.^

Borty-seventh annual Report of 1901 of the State

Superintendent of Bew York State.

Since 1901 the annual report of the State Supt.

of Public Instruction issued in a separate form.

1905

)

1

1. - Act of 1901
2. - Act of 1902.
3. - Act of 1905.

j
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PART I.

BIBLIOGRAPHY I
t

JODRHALS OP THS HOUSS OP RBPRBSSHTATIV3 AKD OP THB

RTtWAT^ ^ . OP THB COIOIOIJWBALTH OP PBHHSYLYAHIA^

s

BffortB to makeThe Pree School Act of 1834-35.

■ohoolB nominally free; Lack of power to execute the law,

Bfforte made to repeal the law,^
;

i

i

i

Report of Committee relatiye to the signatures

of the petitioners.2

0oTernor*8 Message. 1834-35, copies printed for
3

use of legislature, In both Bngllsh and German,

Tlrst Annual Report of the Secretary of the Common

wealth, ex-officio Superintendent of Conmon Schools. (1834-35)

Deo, 1834. Vol.II p. 568,
• 4

!

Annual Report of the Supt. of common schools,

1836-37, relative to the estahlishment of consnon schools and

the enforcement of the Pree School Act,^ i

I

1 4 2., - Joiumal of 1834-35,p. 650
3 4 4.- ■ ■

6 • • p. 339 1'■

!

J
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Under certain restrictions City or

rights as the county

Act of 1899;

Borough teachers* institutes given

Institutes.

same

and counties to he divided intoActsof 1854; Towns
1

school districts.
schools created

of County Superintendent of common

with a view of estahllshlng uniformity of grading.
of 1854, State appropriations and

Office

The Tree School Act

taxation to meet the expenses Incurred.

!

district

value of Teachers’ Institutes.Becognitlon given to the

i

of Common

placed the .Juperlntandont

Istahllshing the Depart®

schools, at the head of vdiich was
2

of Common Schools.

Act of 1857;

w\

Act Of 1867; Brovldes for a county system of Institutes,

appropriation ranging from $60 to $200.

I

with an

Districts required to pay teachers forAct of 1887;

time spent at county institute.

i

1. - Brightly*s Purdon’s Digest of the Statute Laws,Penn.
8* ■ ■ ! ! ! ... p'se?! I■m

■-J
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PART II,

biblioorapH T

BOOKS, PAMPHL5TS. 3TC.

The Planting and Growth of the Eii5)lre State.(2to1.)

Xllla H. Roberts, i

1

Ch»teri bearing on the rush of foreigners incident

to the building of the Brie Canal,

Hl8tor7 of the Conaaon School System of H. Y, State,(1795-1370)

S, S, Randall

Difficulty of establishing district schools

nationalities and local Jealousies,

owing to

Bound Tolumes (1845-46) Journal of Rhode

of Bduoation,

Island.Institute

j

Digest of the School Laws of Few York

S, S. Randall.

State.

5
tl

I

I
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wvnrs, milCPICALS. BTC.

Barnard** Journal 1825, to1» 129»

Chapter on Teachers* SealnarlaB. (the nana tr aea,
used to

indicate preparatory departaientB, etc.)

By Vet* BuBsell*
1

2
lew York School Reports for 1343.

The Soraal School Idea, a Monograph.

Prof. J. i. Oordy. ®

Copies of The Hew York Teacher, October 1854 - says:-

eighteen counties held institutes.

Beceoher 1855 - (Discourageaents met in efforts to hold

teachers' institutes). See also Supt. Rico's Report.

The Story of Hew York. (p.l43)

Blhridgs Brooks.
I

The History of Horace Mann and

The Common School RoTiral in the United States.

Hinsdale.

1. - One file Red Library H. Y. U.
H. Y. U.

H. Y. U.
2. V

3. m
i
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I

books. FSRIOPICALS, BTC,
1

Xducation In the United States.

Vicholas Butler.

Circulars of Information

#2 1885. Bureau of Xducation. I

!

The Xducatlonal Konthly (hoimd copies 1864).

Common School Journal, Vol. I 9t toI. X.

llass. School Reports, 1843-44.

1848-49
1

i

1853-54.

The Kass. Teacher 1865 glTes program of a Tr. Inst.

Laws of the State of Sew York, passed at rarlous

sessions of the Assemhlor, and gathered In single

Tolumes. (Law Library of H. Y. U.)

A History of Xducation In PenneyIranla.

J. P. XlcharshaB.

J

The Common School Laws of Pennsylvania.
I

kL
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gOOKS, PSRI0PICAI.5,&3TC, i

The History of Bducation

ia

jDolawars.

J

lOnnan P. Powell.

Bureau of Bducation, Circulars of Information #3 1893.^
Teachers* Institutes,

2

Circulars of Information, Biireau of Information.

# 2, 1885. I

Hiiitory of Bducation in Hew Jersey,
S

Barid Hxirray.

Bureau of Education, Circulars of Information #1, 1899. \

The Report of the State Board of Education and

of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Hew Jersey, 1880.

1. Courtesy of A. D. Olenn, Dept. State Supt.
■ Hon. Elmer E. Brown, Com. of Education.2.

3. ■aa a
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mtRRAoas py gPHniAL ntPORT,.

appt.Regants of U.)
of C. School Aot)«

expiration of School Act
schools)

steps he tahen to formulate

OOT. Oeo. A. Clinton*. 1787. (Resulted In
GOT. Geo. A. Clinton*. 1895 (Led to passage

OOT. Jay*8 Kessage, 1800 (Deplores
asks for proTlslons for common

Tomphln*8, 1810 (Asks that
school system)

OOT,

a oonnon

1827-28.

Spencer*8 Report, 1826 (Regarding qualifications
prevalloT

OoTe. Dewitt Clinton*s

See.

of

1teachersj ignorance

. Tlagg*. Report, Jan. 1827(appalling Ignorance
IjImmorality)

school education
Sec

OOT. Marcy*8 Message - pleads for a common
of the working classes.for the children

. of Schools, John ADlx, 1835, toI.I.Annual Report of the Supt

for some measures that ^111 proTlde more competent I
(Pleads

teachers)

1841.
OoT. M. H. Seward*8 Message,

(Urges permanent InTestaent of a

Supt. Young*s Annual Report, 1845,.
(Recognizes the work being acc .

and bespeaks state aid for

school fund.)coisnion

on9)llBhed by teachers*
their extension.)

Institutes

1

224-229.
1. Senate Journal j pp.
2. Senate Journal 1835, Tol. I.


