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JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J. – To 
-
-

But to Albanian Ambassador Gilbert Galanxhi, the 24 men and 
women being trained as part of an historic partnership with the 
New Jersey Army National Guard are nothing short of his coun-
try’s future.

“With the passing of time, the passing of years, you will be 

received his diplomatic training in America before rising to a top 
diplomatic post.

-
lied nation. The program, which began on May 9, represented two 
years of planning and coordination between the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard and the Republic of Albania Armed Forces.

It marked a milestone in the relationship between the two mili-
tary forces, which has evolved over nearly two decades of the State 
Partnership Program. The program assigns National Guard forces 
to serve as military advisors to evolving nations.

New Jersey’s partnership with Albania allowed the former 
communist-bloc nation to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-

where the New Jersey Guardsmen and Albanian troops trained Af-
ghan security forces.

-

phase, the Albanian candidates successfully demonstrated land 
navigation skills, survived harsh physical training and employed 
leadership skills during exercises designed to induce mental stress.

Galanxhi said the candidates would someday be able to estab-

He said the partnership between the National Guard and Albania 
depends upon that nation maintaining a skilled, professional de-
fense force.

“We can contribute, we can be a real partner even for big and 

very proud you are training in America, the champion of democ-
racy, one of the most powerful and most democratic nations and 

He noted that Albania’s history has been intertwined with the 
United States. It began when President Woodrow Wilson insisted 
that Albania maintain its sovereignty following World War I and 
continued as other presidents supported its adoption of a demo-
cratic government and entry into NATO.

He told the candidates the future of the Albanian military is in 
their hands.

“The only constant thing in this world is change, which very 

get with this training, you will be able to shape the future of the 

Albanian military future, 
Jersey-made
Story by Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley
Photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen

https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-Department-of-Military-and-Veterans-Affairs/245085018841687
http://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/
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times as long. In addition, they don’t contain any toxic chemicals and are 100 
percent recyclable at the end of their life. While they do cost more to pur-

If you would like more information about our energy and water conserva-
tion efforts, please contact Christopher Moore, Energy Manager at christo-
pher.moore@dmava.nj.gov. 

Energy Conservation

Story by Spc. Oscar Baldriche, 444th Mobile Public 
Affairs Detachment

When Soldiers go overseas, saying goodbye to family and 
-
-

tional Guard, won’t have to say goodbye to everyone. They will 
be taking family with them.

-
hartog, one of the New Jersey Army National Guard’s most ex-
perienced pilots, will be advising the commander on aviation 
and supply missions, while his son will be supporting his team 
from the ground. 

this really special. I am happy that I will be by his side and I am 

Although both will be stationed together, there will be little 
time for family reunions.  

“Both of us will be very busy but, knowing that we are in-
volved in something that is bigger than ourselves, makes this 

time for us. The things we will do and the things we will expe-

Side
Side
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New Jersey National Guard Soldiers and students from various Union 
County high schools supported the Union County Step Program and 

-
ports our troops, veterans and their families to build morale, and to meet 

Nearly 400 members of the New Jersey Army National Guard’s 

-

make this annual training a joint effort. 
“It couldn’t have gone better. The way it was designed, is ex-

-

-
sions and a simulated downed aircraft mission with the Air 
Force Security Forces personnel. Air Force weather specialists 

pilots and command. 
-

cause of our troops’ attitude, demeanor and professionalism that 

In addition to riot control, downed aircraft and sling load train-
-

igation, vehicle rollover training and a leadership reaction course to 

NJNG’s 1-150th Soldiers train at Cape Cod
Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Young, DMAVA/PA

A 1-150th Aviation’s UH-60 Blackhawk conducts hoisting and sling 
loading operations May 16,2014 at Joint Base Cape Cod.
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in lockstep to the dining facility, a task 
they’ve carried out countless times before, 
but this situation is anything but ordinary. 
The black boots that march on the Ameri-
can military soil are occupied by a group of 

The platoon sergeant shouting the march-

former communist-bloc nation.

Ermiona Laci. “And, now I’m learning 

Laci is among 24 male and female Al-

an unprecedented program run by the New 
Jersey Army National Guard. The 12-week 

time National Guard troops have trained 

The main goal of the program is to as-
sist the Republic of Albania Armed Forces 

the same standards held by other member 
nations of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization. Albania joined the military alli-
ance in 2009 after more than a decade of 
training conducted by the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard through the State Partnership 

Program, which pairs the National Guard 
with developing nations.

The secondary goal of the program is to 
ensure that the future commanders of Al-
bania’s military understand that leadership 
has no gender.

ALBANIAN WOMEN LEAD FROM FRONT AT NJNG OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL
Story by Staff Sgt. Landis Andrews, 444th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

at the dining facility at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., May 29, 2014. The candidates 
will remain standing until two additional candidates join them at their table, which required four 

Albania is a patriarchal society that ex-
pects women to take care of the family and 
tend to the house. Even women in the army 

Laci and the other female candidates hope 
to change.

“I do the same training as the men, but 

Laci said. “The women do the secretary 
and [indoor] jobs and the men do the tough 
jobs. They don’t respect women with [in-
door] jobs and don’t want women to have 

wants more than the gold lieutenant bar 
that comes if she graduates. She wants the 
respect of her peers.

“I am in a tougher position because it’s 

she said. “The men in the class are look-
ing at me because they think I’m not good 

This doesn’t intimidate the Tirana na-
tive. It only motivates her.

“It feels good to be in my position 
because I am showing everyone that I 
can do what they think I can’t. Complet-
ing this program means more than rank. 
It means I did a tough thing and I should 

Gilbert Galanxhi, center, and Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff, left, The Adjutant General of 

transition from Phase One to Phase Two of the New Jersey Army National Guard OCS pro-
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US Family Health Care, a Tricare Prime option providing a ci-
vilian based managed care network, will be holding Question 
and Answer sessions to provide information for servicemembers 
and families.

USFHP pushes forward effective Jan. 1, 2014, and they are add-

glasses for $0 to low cost. To hear more about USFHP and this 
-

sions listed below:

June 2 and 23 / 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

June 10 and 19 / 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

June 10

June 30 / 12 to 4 p.m.

100 Walt Whitman Ave, Mount Laurel, NJ

101 Eggerts Crossing Road, Lawrenceville,  NJ

Bldg. 229, 400 Langley Rd., Egg Harbor Twp, NJ

1200 Whitesville Road, Toms Rive, NJ

Bldg. C29, 201 Highway 34 South, Colts Neck, NJ

www.usfhp.net for 
more information.
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