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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

GOVERNOR PHIL MURPHY

ICYMI: NJEDA LAUNCHES APPLICATION FOR SECOND ROUND OF

INNOVATION CHALLENGE PROGRAM
Funding will Advance Additional Community-Focused Projects

TRENTON – The New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) is now accepting applications for a new round of funding for
municipalities and counties to develop plans to build or augment their local innovation ecosystems. This second round of the Innovation
Challenge follows an impressive response to round one of the Challenge, under which nine New Jersey communities were each awarded
$100,000 to advance their planning projects in partnership with higher education institutions and other strategic partners.  
 
The Innovation Challenge was initially announced by Governor Murphy in July, with the first round of approvals unveiled in September. Based
on the evaluation and scoring of proposals received, nine contracts of $100,000 each were approved by the NJEDA Board for City of
Bridgeton, City of New Brunswick, Passaic County, City of Trenton, Atlantic County, City of Atlantic City, Camden County, Union Township, and
Monmouth County. 
 
Due to the robust response to the initial phase of the Innovation Challenge, the NJEDA has allocated an additional $500,000 for grants of up to
$100,000 each through a second round. 
 
“As the EDA team begins working with each of the first round of Innovation Challenge winners, we eagerly anticipate proposals for additional
projects that will help to lay the groundwork for Governor Murphy’s goal of a stronger and fairer economy,” NJEDA Chief Executive Officer
Tim Sullivan said. “Municipalities and counties are embracing the idea of making New Jersey the State of Innovation by engaging with public
and private entities to invest strategically in our communities in ways that will lead to inclusive and sustainable economic development.” 
 
Through the Innovation Challenge, the Governor invited communities to challenge old ways of thinking and consider creative and
groundbreaking approaches to building public-private and community partnerships, nurturing entrepreneurship, and upgrading infrastructure.  
 
 Planning proposals may focus on any number of elements, including: 

Driving inclusive economic growth and increasing opportunities to build wealth
Improving supportive infrastructure, such as broadband capacity, walkability, or access to public transit
Growing the number of local small businesses
Providing better access to STEM jobs and other career opportunities
Attracting top talent and employers
Increasing commercial activity in under-developed metro areas 
Building an entrepreneurial culture

Specific scoring criteria are outlined in the Innovation Challenge application, and applications will be accepted on a rolling basis. The nine
municipalities/counties that were awarded planning contracts through round one of the Innovation Challenge are not eligible to apply for the
Innovation Challenge Program in a lead role, but may be included as a partner in applications where they play a non-lead role.  
A municipality or county that submitted a proposal under the first round but was not awarded a planning contract is welcome to re-apply.  
NJEDA staff recently kicked off a series of meetings to begin working with the nine municipalities and counties that were awarded funding
through the pilot round of the Innovation Challenge. The first round of planning projects is expected to be completed within six to nine months.

More details about each of the winning Innovation Challenge projects and an application for the second round of funding can be found at
http://www.njeda.com/innovationchallenge (https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-
3A__t.e2ma.net_click_76i30_nrddit_vhb76f&d=DwMFaQ&c=4BTEw-
1msHjOY4ITcFLmDM6JB8x6ZgbU2J24IH0HZLU&r=xF3DPDNEH8rwpTwktOjb4MHQ0EgF6v3M0zt3hszQvyU&m=1jd14pll2UwAjy8rR7g3xc0fCJ-
HJ_JrUcvegRs-f0E&s=voxQoH4cdBWVMVOyhAfMt6DIJJ2WFbnUy2E73sKTihA&e=)
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