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JOHN FERGUSON, being duly sworn according to
law, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:
Q Mr, Ferguson, you are the Superintendent of Elections
of Hudson Coﬁnty? A, I an,
Q@ You have been, I believe, since 19297
A 1928.
Q And as such superintendent did the poll books used
in the General Election on November 2, 1937, come into your
possession? A, One set of poll books from one district
vas left in our office, probably by mistake. It was the
Ninth District of the Third Ward of Jersey City.
Q And thereafter the recount concerning the gubernatorial
election commenced? A, Right‘after that, yes, correct.,
Q And as a result 6f certain disclosures in that
récount and certain claims in the recount, youproceeded to
lhave this district investigated? A, After the books were
left at the office I suggested to Mr. Schadewald, the Chief
Clerk, that it may be a good idea to have a card made out
ifor each one of these names in these books, and have them
investigated.

Q In other wvords, yoﬁ dispatched the ministerial duties
of having this district investigated, to your subordinates?

A I did.

| Q And that was done? A, That was done,
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Q@ Those gentlemen are here today ready to testify as
to what the investigation disclosed? A, When the cards
were made ub Mr, Schadewald gave all the cards to me and I
turned the investigation over to Mr, Sewell, and I asked Mr,.
Sewell to personally head the investigation and give me the
results, Mr, Sewell 1s here today and can personally testify
on that subject,
Q I notice thet you have honored any subpoenaes that
have been ordered by this Committeee Ae I have, certainly,
Q@ You have produced all the records that the Committee
has requested? A, I am willing to produce all the recordsh
you wish, sir,
MR. WIENER: That 1s all,
BY MR, PALESE:
Q@ Where 1s the Ninth District of the Third Ward
located? A, The Ninth District of the Third Ward; I can't
remember offhand, sir. The boundary is in lower Jersey City.
It is around Monmouth Street, but just the exact boundaries

'of that district I can't carry it all in my head, sir.
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E RNEST SCHADEWALD, being duly sworn according
to law, testified as folloia:
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ Mr., Schadewald, what 1s your official capacity in the
office of the Superintendént of Elections of Hudson County?

A Chief clerk.

Q@ As chief clerk were you designated by your superior
to make up cards for the names and addresses that were found
in the polllbook of the laat general election, of the Ninth
District, Third Ward, Jersgr City? A, I was, by Mre
Fergusone

Q That was done? A, That was done.

Q@ You turned them over to Mr, Sewell, who now has them
in his possession? A. Yes,

BY MR. PALESE:

Q Could we have a little more informetion about what
those earda are? A Those cards are made up in our office;
the name, address, ward aﬁd district¢ They ere turned over
to investigators who investigate and find out whether the
people live there,

Q The names and addresses on the cerds were taken from
the poll books? A, Yes, the name and address.

Q@ So that there was one card for each name that appeare#

on the poll book? A. Yes, it was,
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BY MR. WIENER:

Q I show you a card and ask you if that is the type of
card that was usede A. Yes,

Q That is one of the cards? A. 7Yes,

BY MR. PALESE:

Q You mndé a card for every name that appeared in the
poll book as having voted in the last election, from the
Ninth District, Third ward? Aes Yes, sir.

Q And these cards, with the names and addresses, were

turned over to Mr. Sewell? A, Turned over to Mr, Sewell,




& 1pwillium E. Sewell
796

WILLTIA E E. SEWELL, being duly sworn
sccording to law, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

Q What is your officlel capacity in the office of the
Hudson County Superintendent of Electioﬂ;? Ae I am chief
counsel to the superintendent of elec.tions,

Q And as such you were entrusted with a; investigation
in the Third Ward, Ninth District,es a result of certain poll
books which came into the possession of your office?

A 1 was,

Q' Will you please tell this Committee the disclosures
as a result of investigations by the men who worked right
with you? Ae | On the night of December 10, 1937, at around
a quarter of six 1n.tho evening I sent this crew of
investigators to this districte These men returned the cards,
and I have with me some of the cards showing the result of so&g
of that investigation.

First, there ;as & Daéid Werner, who registered from
303 Third Street, Jersey City. Investigation at that time
showed that Mr. Werner was a rabbl and that he was living
in the City of Providence, Rhode Islend, and that he had not
been 1in Jersey City at the general election on November 2, 19%7.
In'éonnection with this perticular case sfterwards e

Mre. Frank Gillon paid a personal call on Rabbi David Werner,

‘:nd Mr. Gillon is here and will testify as to the details of
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his investigation of Mr., Werner in Providence.
Q@ Mr. Sewell, Mr., Werner was marked as having voted,
in the poll‘book? Ae Yes, His name is in the poll book,
which is an indicetion that he votede Otherwise his name
would not appe;r in the pbll bookss
Q And a signature, purporting to be that of David
Werner residing at 303 Third Street, Jersey City, appbars to
be in the poll'books? Ae Yes,

MR. WIENER: I would like to have Mr. Werner's
card marked for identification.

(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 1.)

Q What is the next case?t A. The next case is

Guiseppi Burzi, 309 Third Stréet. This card is signed by
Tessie Burgzi, his wife, and reads as follows: "Husband at
Mental Disease Hospital, Secaucus, not home, at hospitel for
four years, no other Guiseppi Burzi at this address. Informaéion
by Tessie Burzi, his wife,*

I guess my date islvrong. It was December 9 we made
this investigation, end it is signed by Tessie Burzi, his
wifes His name appesred in the poll book as having voted that
daye

Q A signature appears and a ballot was iaauod that day
in his name? A, A signature purporting to be his was in

the book.
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BY MR. YOUNG:
Q And the address, of course, was the same address?
A Yes, Mr, Younge |
BY MR. WIENER:
Q That is 309 ihird Street? A. That 1s right.
MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of
Guiseppi Burzi merked for identification.
(The card referred to ias merked Exhibit 2.)
Q@ What is the next one? A, There was & Sergeo
Lopez, 321 First Street, Jersey City, 1ndicated in the poll
book as having votede ‘
The result of that investigation was that on October

27, 1937, this man was taken to the Medical Center for

observation, and remeined in there, and on November 5 or 6th
he was transferred to the Mental Disease Hospitael in Secsaucus,
and did not vote. The 1pformation was obtained from

Josephine Lopez, his wife, at that time living at 433 1/2
Monmouth Street, Jérsoy City, on the top.floor.

BY MR. YOUNG:

d The fact that he was taken to the Medicel Center and
then from there to the Secaucus Hospltal was obtained from
his wife? As Hls wife.

Q@ Did she say whether he had been home on Election Day?

A Noe She sald he remasined in the observation ward until

the 5th or 6th of November, She wasn't exactly sure, and then
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was transferred to Secaucuse She saild he had not been home
or out of the hospital since that time.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ In other words, your investigation discloses that
Sergeo Lopez, 321 First Street, Jersey City, was confined to
§ne or more county institutions between October 27 aﬁd--
A Our investigation showa that on Election Day he was
in the observation ward of the Hudson County Medical Center.
Q And you procured that information from his wife?
A Yes. ‘
Q@ And Sergeo Lopez of 321 First Street appears in the
poll book a&s having voted and signed his name, and as having
been given & ballet for this district? A. That is right.
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q@ Did you check with the books of the Medical Center
to find out whether he was allowed out on Election Day?
A No, I haven't done that,.

MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of

Serglio Lopez marked for identification,

(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 3,)
EY MR. WIENER?
Q Now, Mr, Sewell, will you give us the next case?
A The next one, the name purporting to have voted, 1is

hattie Thomes, 314 First Street, Jersey City.

L ‘I understand that this was an old colored lady, ebout
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eighty yeers old, according to her appearence and the
conversation that the investigator told me, While she was
registered from 314 First Street, our 1nvest;gator found that
she had moved to the top floor of 237 Newark Avenue, The
investigator then 'qnt to 237 Newark Aveﬁue and saw Mrse
Thomas, and this statement 1s'written on the card: "I did not
vote at the election on November 2, 1937," and it 1s signed
“Mettie Thomes,” the lady herself,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Was the address to which she moved in the district
in which she was registered? A. ©No. It is my understanding
that it is in a different district,

BY MR. WIENER:

Q And Mattie Thomas, 314 First Street, appeared in the
poll book as having voted in the Third Ward, Ninth District,
and having been given a ballot? Ae. That is right.

MR, WIENER: I would like to have the card of
Mattle Thomes marked for identification.
. (The card referred to was marked Exhibit 4¢)

Q What is the next one, Mr. Sewell?

A The ﬁext is John Wadle, registered from 353 Second
Street, Jersey Citys This name appeared in the poll book
as having voted on that day. The card reads, "Mrs. Loulse

Wedle, wife of John, cleims her husband d4id not vote from thiﬂ

-
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address at the past general election.™ Her husband is down
South since October 30, 1937; and 1t is signed by Mrs,
Louise wadle. : i

Q Louise Wadle signed the statement, and the poll

book on examination discloses that John Wadle, 353 Second j
Street, voted in the Ninth District, Third Ward,and was givenl
a ballot when he signed his name? A, That is right. l
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Have you got the poll books here? A, No, those
poll books were afterwards sent over to the Commissioner of

Registration; and I presume they are being well taken care of.
|
MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of

John Wadle marked for identification.

(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 5.)

BY MR. WIENER:

Q What is the next case, Mr, Sewell?
A The next case is Michael Fillippone, 255 Newark Avenuer
Investigation shows that the mean lives there, and his father
stated, “This man, Michael, did not vote in the last general
lelection because he was in trouble in Florida,”™ on Election
Pay, and I undefstand from personal conversation with the
investigator, my recollection is that he sald he was mixﬁd up

in some sort of liquor case down there in Florida,.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q He was actually in Florida at the time of the electionr
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A That is what the father claimed, that the son was in
Florida, in trouble,

BY MR. WIENERS

Q@ And Mr, Michael Fillippone, of 255 Newark Avenue,

appeared to have signed hls neme and received a ballot, from

the examination of the poll books in the Ninth District, Third
Ward? A. That 1s right.

MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of

Micheel Flllippone marked for identifications

(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 6.)
Q@ What is the next case? A, The nextvcase was the
case of Mildred Nesser, The name “Mildred Nessef' was
registered from 353 Second Street. After considerable
Investigation this women was located at 415 Monmcuth Street,
and she related that her name was at one time Miss Mildred
Wesser, end that she was married to a man by the name of
Perry, and that she was reglstered under the name of Perry;
at one time she lived in Union City under the name of Perry,
Lnd thén transferred and voted on Election Day under the naﬁe
of Mildred Porryfszs Monmouth Street, JersBy City, where she
still lives, and Mrs., Perry signed this card,

Now, the poll books showed that the name of Mildred

Nesser had been voted upon at the general electione
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BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ That would be in the Ninth District of the Third
Ward? ‘ A, That is where the name of Mildred Nesser was
voteds

Q Where is 415 Monmouth Street? A, Thet is in
another precinct. It is not so far from theres, It is in the
same neighborhoode I think 1t is in another district.

Q@ Did she say she voted from the Monmouth Street
address? A. Oh, yes, she said she voted under the Perry
name,
|BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Did she deny using fhe name®Nesser®? A, Oh, yes,
BY MR. WIENER: - «

Q@ In other words, she voted from the Third District
of the Fifth Ward, but her maiden name had Been voted from
3563 Second Street? A, For the Third Wgrd, Ninth Districte.

. MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of
Mildred Nesser marked for identification.
(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 7.)

Q, Give us the next case,

A There was a famlly of four voters by the neme of
Cohens The names were Claire Cohen, 59 Cole Street, Jersey
fcity, Etﬁel Cohen, Louis Cohen end Nathan Cohen, all from the

game address.

) All those names had been voted upon, as indicated in

-
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the poll books. We finally located that these people had
moved to 90 Lake Street, Jersey City, which would be over in
the Tenth or Eleventh Ward of Jersey City. My recocllection
is that 1t 1s outlin the Hudson City section. These people
all claimed they did not vote in the Third Ward, Ninth
District, on Election Day.

The card of Nathan Cohen reads, "December 11, 1937;
moved to 90 Lake Street about August 1, 1937. Did not
transfer. Did not vote November 2, 1937," and sigﬁ?d by a
signature purporting to be the true signature of Nathan Cohen,
This man also has a place of business, I understand, at 621
Summit Avenue, Jersey Citye.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q What district is that in? A That would be the
Tenth Werds I don't know what districte.

Q@ You sald that this card 1s signed by what purports to
be the true signature of-Q Ao Nathan.Cohonc

Q@ Was that compared with the Signature on the poll books?

A Oh, no, That did not compare. Ny recollection is
that it did not compare. The man sg8id he did not even vote
theres He has not lived there since August,

Q@ Did you specifically go back to the poll book to
compare his signature?
{BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ When you got the signature of the voter you compared
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his signature with the signature in the poli book and found,
in each instance, that 1t was a different signature?

A In our opinion it was., As I said, those facts
refer to‘the same cohcluaion.

The card of Louls Cohen reads that he lives at 90

Lake Street, and he was interviewed in person and he said |
he 4id not vote, but he refused to sign the card. '

In the case of Ethel Cohen, aﬁe was interviewed at
90 Lake Street in person. She sald she did not vote on

November 2 and she also refused to sign‘the cardes The same

thing applies to Claire Cohen. She says she did not vote,
and refused to sign the card,
MR. WIENER: I would like to have the cards of
Claire Cohen, Ethel Cohen, Louls Cohen, and Nathen
Cohen marked for identification.
(The cards referred to were marked,
respectively, Exhibit 8, 9, 10 and 11l,)
Q@ What is the next one? A, The case of John

Mills, 216 Railroad Avenue. The poll book indicated that the

name of John Mills was voted there from that address. After

some investigation Mr, Mills was located living at 157 Wayne

Street, Jersey City. It is in a different district. The

card reads, "Canvassed Wayne Street in this district, Found

a John Mills living at 157 Wayne Street, but he was not home,

Interviewed a Mrs. Mary Murphy, who says she is his mother-in
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law, and that he moved from 216 Rallroad Avenue in
August, 1936, to 157 Wayne Streety These people are colored,
and then it goes on, December 11,41937, "Did not vote.
Information by his mother-in-law,” and signed by Mrs. Murphy.
Q And the poll books disclo;e that a John Mills of
216 Rallroad Avenue signed hlis name in the poll book and
voted on a ballot given him by the Board? A, That is
correct.

MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of

John Mills marked for 1deﬁt1fication.
(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 12,)
Q@ What is the next one, Mr, Sewell®? A, Louisa

Bevekin, 327 Second Streets The poll book indicated that her
neame was voted upon on November 2 from that address, Our
investigation report, “"Moved about six months ago. Address
unknown. Information by the superintendent of the bullding,
Pauline Robinsone® The superintendent refused to sign a
statement, It wa; impossible to obtain any information from
the neighbors throughout the house as to where this party had
moved to.
Q That is an apartment house? A, It 1s a tenement
house, I should say. I never was there, but I presume it is.

Q The poll books disclose that a Louisa Bevekin, 327

%econd Street voted in the last general election and received

1
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a ballot, and signed her name? A, That is right.
MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of
Loulsa Bevekin marked for identification.
(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 13.)
Q Will you give us the next one now?
A Angelo Camillo, 330 Second Street, Jersey City. The
report on this case 1s that this man is not known by anyone.
The owner of this house 1s a Mrs. Tessle Cieri, and she
lives at 312 Second Street, Jersey City. That name was voted
upon.
MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of
Angelo Camillo marked for identification.)
(The cerd referred to was marked Exhibit 14.)
Q@ Give us the next one,
A The case of Frank Sardella. Therecords show that this

Eame had been voted on from 342 Second Street, Jersey City.

Khe card indicates that this man moved from this address on
uly 1, 1937 The information was obtalned from an Anna
Mandel, 342 Second Street. Further investigation indicated
ﬁhat this man lived at 731 Montgomery Street since July 1, 193"
Fbwover, he told our investigator that he actually voted from
his old addressj;instead of‘transferring to his new address

he just went back to his old address and voted. |
MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of

Prank Sardella marked for identifications
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(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 15,)

A (Continuing) The next one is Francesco Forcillo,

323 1/2 Fourth Street, Jersey City. An investigation showed
that this party moved six months ago to 327 Fourth Street,
Jersey City, and the man claimed he had voted at the election
but merely voted from his old address, not bothering to
transfer.

BY MR. YOUNG#

Q@ Have they any right to vote without transferring?

A Noe The law is very speecific that you must vote from.
the address where you actually reside, and if you change your
reaidence, of course there is a provision made for transfer &g
your actual residence.

MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of
Francesco Forcillo marked for identifiéation.
(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 16,)

A (Continuing) The next one is Ike Adams, 308 First
Street, Jersey City. The information is that he moved from
there about July 3le The information was obtained from
Sarah Osborne of the same address, He moved to 312 First
Street, Jersey City, July 31, and the card purports to
obtain the information from Willie Adams, his wife,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Was he interviewed, Mr. Sewell? A, I don't

believe he was but I understood that his wife wase He wasn't
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et home and they couldn't get him.

Q They didn't say whether he had voted himself, or not?

A His wife didn't kmow that, whether he had or not, but,
at any rate, he should have transferred. .

MR, WIENER: I would like to have the card on
Ike Adeams marked for identification,
( The card referred to was marked Exhibit 17.)
BY MR. WIENER:

Q What 1s the next one?

A Saverlio Ambrosio, 330 Second Street, Jersey Cilty.

He moved. in October, 1937, to 434 Monmouth Street, Jersey
City, and voted from 434 Monmouth Street in 1937, according to
the report on the cards According to the poll book he had
been voted from 330 Second Streete.

BY MR, YOUNG:

Q He had changed his district? A, I believe that 1is
another district, Yes, I believe that is the Third Ward,
Tenth District, the Monmouth Street address.

Q He had actually voted at the new address? '

A So his cerd says.

Q@ Yes his neme was actually voted on at the old addressﬁ

A According to the poll books

MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card on

Saverio Ambroslio marked for identificetion.

(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 18,)
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BY MR. WIENER:

Q Now, what 15 the next one, Mr, Sewell?

A Antonio Nitto, 301 Fourth Street., This party moved
from 301 Fourth Street to 83 Railroad Avenue, and voted at
this last election from the Fourth Street address, He did
not sign an affidavit, The information was obtained from
him in persone In other words, what he did, he just went
back to his old address where he had claimed he had moved
from three years ego, and just simply voted there.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q Dol takg it, if he vofed from the address where he
lived that that would be disclosed by the poll book of that
district?h In other words, the information that you have
shown is that he voted from the Ninth District, Third Ward,
and the poll book would also indicate that he voted from the
district where he actually resided? This shows that he also
voted in that district? A, Yese I might say that this
man's neme also appeared on the challenge list in that district
and according to the card the board did not obtaln any
affidavit from him, as required by the Election Act.

MR. WIENER: I ask that the card on Antonio
Nitto be marked for identificatione
(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 19,)

EY MR. WIENER:

" Q And what 1s the next one? A Peter Spadora, 330
= ) p
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Second Street, Jersey City. His name was voted upon in
that district, and the information from him on the card, I
presume signed by him, his name 1s signed on the card, ®"Moved
to 37 Cole Street about one year ago.” ‘He voted on Election
Day, November 2, 1937, from 37 Cole Street but did not transzr.
“Information in person," and personsal signature,
Accqrding to thé poll book my understanding is that
his name was purported to have been voted on from 330 Second
Street.. His name also appeared on the challenge 1list of that
district, and he has served upon the Election Bo@rd prior to
the day of the election.

MR. WIENER: I would like to have the card of
Peter Spadora marked for identification.

(The card referred to was marked Exhibit 20,)
BY MR. PALESE:
Q@ Does that mean that the Election Board of the Ninth
District, Third Ward, should have obtained an affidavit from
that individuel before he could vote? Ae That is the law,

Q Where would the affidavit in thet particular instance

/be returned? Ae. To the Superintendent of Elections.
| Q@ And that 1s the office that you are in?
A Yes,

Q Was there an affidavit by that Board in the Ninth

istrict of the Third Ward? A. Not to my knowledge.

Q Who are the election officers in the Ninth Diﬁtrlct,
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Third Werd? A, I don't know their names.
MR. WIENER: They have all been subpoenaed
to be here todaye They are supposed to be here,
BY MR. WIENER:

Q Mr. Sewell, what was the demeanor of the voters that
your investigators called upon in an effort to obtain
cooperation in bringing ebout a true plcture of the voting
conditions in this particular district? A, The demeanor
of these voters or the legitimate voters or whom?

Q These, and of everyone whom you were investigatings

A I don't knowe Of course, I wasn't there, but one of
our investigators came back and said that the first house
he hit happened to be a job holder there, and the job holder
followed him through the tenement house telling everybody
not to say enything or sign anything. Of course, that 1s what
he told me, and I understend that some of these people felt
rather upset about the fact that their names had‘been voted

upon and they had not voted, but as far as the Rebbi was

4concerned, Mr. Gillon was up to see hime I never talked .to ,
that man,

Q@ How about the people in this batch who refused to
jsign their names to any statement; weren't there certsasin
remarks made or certain things said giving the reasons for

mot slgning? A, Some of the investligators said that they

ere afraid to sign. The reason I don't knowe I wasn't there
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sign the affldavit then they have no right to vote in that

That is what they told me, some of them were afraid to
sign thelr name.

Q Mr., Sewell, I have here the challenge 1liat l1ssued
and made up by your office, the office of the Superintendent
of Elections, for the Third Ward, Ninth District, of Jersey

a number of i
City. I notice that, the names which were investigated appear
on this particular challenge list.i For example, David Werner+
the rabbl, Spadore, and a number of others, In connection
with the markings on the challenge 1ist, these people were
permitted to vote without the procuring of the customary
affidavit, A. That is righte.

Q Now, I understand that in this particular district,
there were no affidavits taken at all, Does your record.
disclose whether there were any affidavits taken from
challenged voters? A, That would be the conclusion from
this report.

Q Now, will you please more specifically go into thé
surrounding facts about this challenge list, as to what took
place on Electlon Day and what your conclusion is, as a matten
of law? A, According to law, when a men or women's name
eppears on the challenge list and that persor appears to vote,
they must sign an affidavit and swear that they actually

resided at the address from which they are challenged,

before they are permitted to voteo Of course, if they do not
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district. That 1s my understanding of the law,

Q@ Apparently what happened in this district, the Board
did not bother to get affidavits from snyone. As I
understand it, from the records of our office, no affidavit ‘
was turned in from this district, nothwithstanding the fact
that a number of people were permitted to votee.

Q In other words, in this particular district, although
there was a challenge list present, actually there, the
Board di1d not consult the challenge list and evidently did
not challenge any woters Who were on that challenge 1ist?

A I can't answer that, Mr. Wiener, The list was
signed, I presume, by the election officers?

Q That is rightes A, What they did there Election
Day.

MR. PALESE: They arenot here?

MR. WIENER: Only one of them 1is here,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q How many names eppear on the challenge list?

A According to this report, eighteen names sppearing
on the challenge list were voted.

Q H?w meny names, altogether, were there on the
challenge 1list? A. Fifty-two names on the challenge 1list,
#Y MR+ WIENER:

Q Out of those fifty~two, elghteen were actually voted?
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A According to that report.

Q There were no notations made by the Boerd?

A The Board should put the remark under the “Remarks"”
as to what happeneds In other words, 1f the person did not
vote they should put down, "Did not vote." I came across one
notation, and that 1s under the name of Dominick A. Scille,
376 Monmouth Street, Jersey City. The notation says, "Does
not live here." Outside of that-~ whose notation it was I
don't know-- I wasn't there Election Day; I see it marked on
here, and that is the only notation I see under "Remarks,"

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Mr., Sewell, of those eighteen names that appeer on the
challenge 1list, that were voted, how maeny appeared on these
cards thet you 1n€estigated, that are properly thgro? Are
they the same names? In the first place, what was the total
number of cards on voters that were investigated, who did not
live In the district? A, I think it was twenty.

d Were all of those twenty names on the challenge list,
or how many were there? Ae I don't think they were 2ll

on the challenge liste, I would have to go through the

challenge list. If you want me to go through it, I will,
BY MR. WIENER:

Q About half of them, I should judge. A, About half,

Q Now, Mr. Sewell, your office, with a great deel of care,
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prints instructions upon each one of those challenge sheets?

A Yes. We quote the law, that is, call ettention to |
the law, and print instructions.

Q@ Under those instructions it states &s follows:

"When & person whose name appears on this challenge
list presents himself to vote from the address set opposite
his name, the Cﬁairman of the Board shall challenge t he vote |
fof such person, and if, after such challenge, the applicant
is allowed to vote, then the Cheirman of the Board shall enter
in the column 'Remarks,! opposite the name of the person
so challenged, as follOws: rchallenged, allowed to vote,'and
state the reason for allowing him to vote, Where applicant
is not permitted to vote, then the entry must be, 'Challenged
but 4id not vote.! When a person whose name appears on this
challenge list does not apply to vote the entry shall be,
'No applicatione'®
Now, Mr. Sewal, in view of the instructions .of your

office and in view of the condition of that challenge 1list,
and, further, in view of the fact that the poll book shows
that eighteen of fifty-two people voted, would you sey that
this District Board dild its duty? Ae Of course not.
The law is quite plain, as far as this chellenge 1list 1is

concerned, They did not do enything except in one instance,

as I sald., I see a notation here, "Does not live here.” Tha

1s all on the whole 1list, so the record speaks for itself tha
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the Board did not fill in as required by the law,

Q Would you say that the Chalrman of the Board of this
district negligently conductedtﬁmself? Ao I think the
whole Board did, not only the Cheirman,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q - Mr. Sewell, each of those challenge sheets 1s signed
by the whole Board? A, Yes, I believe it is. It should
be. .

Q@ The signature of every member of the Election Board
of that district appears on every one of those sheets?

A Right.

Q@ So that they knew epparently what they were signing?

MR. WIENER: Right.
BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ Mr. Sewell, 1s there eny question, from your
examination of the poll book and from your examination of the
challenge lists, that they were at least eighteen people who
appeared on the chéllenge list, whose names appeared in the
poll book for the district? A, That is my understanding,
yes.

Q@ And if that ;s true, there ought to accompany that
challenge sheet eighteen affidavits? A. Corrects

Q@ And, in addition to that, there should be eighteen

explenations, when this particular Board returned the challeng
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1list to your office? A, Yes; 1t should be that and more}

an explanation of each name and whether they did appear or

did not appear, and one affidavit about whether they were or

were not pérmitted to vote,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Do I understand, on all the other names appearing on
the poll books, that your investigators actually found people
living at the addresses given who had voted on November 2%

A Yes, I think there was a total of 643 people
registered in this district, and the poll books contained,
LI think, 525 names,

MRS. SANFORD: As having voted?

THE WITNESS: Yes,

MRS. SANFORD: Aren't they loyal?
Q 646 registered? A. 643, and 525 names in the poll
Looks. I might say in this investigation,of course, we did
hot have the advantage of comparing the signature in the
pall books with the signature in the copy register books,
because all we had were the poll books themselves and we could
not ﬁompare the handwriting in the poll books with that of thev

briginal registrant in the election records in the signature

opy binders.
Q@ What 1s the significance of that? A, The signifi=-

gance of that is that it is very important, in conducting a
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thorough and complete investigation of a district, to have
the poll books and compare them with the registry books, to
see how the handwriting compares.

BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q Did you try to get the poll books from Mr. Stoebling,
to compere the poll books with the registry binders?

A No, we haven't, We have had experience in the past
with Mr. Stoebling, trying to get the poli books, and we have
never been successful,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Did the poll books, Mre Sewell, carry any voters!'

numbefs? Ae The number of the ballot?
Q@ The number of the ballote. Ao I believe they did. {
Q Do they also carry the number of the voters registra-
tion? A I think they do and I think they did; in fact,
I think the cards here Show the numbers.
BY MR. WIENER:
Q@ The numbers in the books were one to 525.
A He means the voter's registry number. I think 1t doess
If you look at my cards I think it has the numbers on them,
!ﬂhere'are the cards?
MR. YOUNG: No, we are asking for the voter's
registry number,
THE WITNESS: These cards do not show it but I |

am certain that the poll books contain those numbers,
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The number 1is also, of course, in the copy registry

binder.
MR. WIENER: The poll books were numbered

A to K, 1 to 271, and L to 2, 254, and each of those |
525 voters had a corresponding number,

MR, YOUNG: The voters! names appearing on the
signature copy register are also on the poll books.

MR, BENNETT A. ROBBINS: I am appearing before
the Board for the members of the election board
of the Ninth District of the Third Ward. These men
have consulted me with respeci to the ability of this
Board--

MR, WIENER: If Mr. Robbins wants to testify
I think we ought to put him on the stand. I don't
vant to interrupt you, but you don't have any right
to address this Board.

MR. BOBBINS: I have the right to address the
Board, in so far as I present my position to the Board,

MR. YOUNG: Let the Board rule on it.

MR. ROBBINS: The only reason I am here, in
fairness to thiQ Bbard, 1s because I have advised these

three members--. Mr, Myurray has requested that I give

thelr names-- Gangemi, Kelly, and Martin., Two are

Democratic members and the other 1s a Republican.

Heretofore, before thé Hudson County Board of Electianj
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I appeared and represented two members, The third
member has recently requestedyme to represent him,
and I have advised these three members that it 1s not
necessary, in my opinion, to testify before this
Board, and the reason I say this, snd I have the most
respect for the Board itself, recently the Honorable
Chief Justice of this state has charged the grend jury
of the County of Hudson that indictments should be
presented in cases analogous to the one before the
Board for consideration, and, in addition to that,
it seems to me, as a member of the Bar reﬁresenting
these men, these poll books, which is the subject
matter of this inquiry, having beenjlegally in the
possession of the Superintendent of Elections of
Hudson County, mey place ﬁy clients in the positioh
where they may be subjected to criminal indictments,
and, therefore, I submit to the Board that under the
clrcumstances, we will not testify before the Board
and they have been advised by me to that effect.

MR. PALESE: Are they here?

MR. ROBBINS: It 1s simply a futlile gesture. |
They are not here,

MR. WIENER: I still say that this men ought

to be put under oath if he wants to testify,

-MR. PALESE: We want these individuels here to
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get on this stand and avail themselves of any law
which will prevent them from testifying, but we want
them here in answer to these subpoenses,

MR. ROBBINS: Don't you see, Mr, Board}!hmbor,

I merely submit that the charge of the Chief Justice is

@& matter of record, and thet these men will be subjecﬁ
to criminal indictments. Under the circumstances, as ;
a member of the bar--~ they are not in any court here--i
I will not tolerate or permit any member of this

Board to testify.

MR, PALESE: We want these men to answer the
subpoenaes,

MR. ROBBINS: Why wouldn't that be 2 futile
gesture?

MR. GIULIANO: I want to ask Mr. Robbins if the
Chief Justice dld not charge in the primary election
and not in the general election. '

MR. YOUNG: I think, if you take the trouble to
read thé law, that you would advise your clients to
come over here, because the law says that any person
testifying before a committee of the legislature shsall
not be held in any other place for testimony given,
except for perjury. You might keep them out of troublel

MR. MURRAY: I would 1ike'to make a statement,

We are not interested in the counsel's statement,
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We are interested in whether or not these gentlemen !
are complying wifh the command of this cormittee, andg
I would respectfully suggest that you call them and
fiﬁd out whether they are complying, .

MR. WIENER: I expect to call them at two
o'clocks |

MR. ROBBINS: As you gentlemen know and as Mrg.
Sanford knows, I have the utmost respect for this
Committee and its duties; I say to you, in all
fairness to these members, that the testimony of Mr,
Sewell indicated that here is a poll book or books
in the custody of the Superintendent of the Board of
Elections, which would indicate, on the face of it,
that perhaps a crime had been committed.

MR. PALESE: It would, on this challenge 1list,
where they were supposed to do certain things, That
i1s signed by theme, They can explaiﬁ that,

MR. ROBBINS: I should think they can fery
easily, but may I point out to the Board the fact that
they may be subject to'indictment. You are not giving
this Board the right to cross-examine, which testimony
may be used against them, in accordence with the charge.

of the Chief Justice of the State, How can I say yes,

8s counsel, to justify their position and testify befofe

this Board, where 1t is possible that the books in
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possession of the‘investigatord and the 5
Superintendent of Elections! men may be tampered withs

MR. YOUNG: When we reach that questiom you
may be heard as to whether or not we have the right,
but I say that at the present time we have the right
to exemine them on the challenge list which bears
thelr signatures.

MR. ROBBINS: Isn't that merely an idle
gestureg I have stated my position to this Board.
I owe 1t to this Board.
. MR. YOUNG: We will ask the Speaker for a
warrent.

MR. WIENER: I still say that Mr. Robbins
should take the stand.

MR, PALESE: 1Is 1t your contention that these
individuals are not going to be here?

MR. ROBBINS: Indirectly I may say to you==

MR. PALESE: You told them not to be here?

MR. ROBBINS: I told them not to testify.

MR. PALESE: You told them not to obey the
subpoena?

MR. ROBBINS: Not exactly. Yes, then I wili
teke the position, as I see 1t, It is my judgment

in this case that in view of the fact that they will

not answer, because 1t may subjecte=
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MR. PALESE: You are not answering the
question, Did you advise them not to honor this
subpoena which was served on them to appear hare
today?

MR, ROBBINS: I merely point out that it is
merely an idle gesture, They refuse to testify, and
I have stated my position. You may take that
position, yes.

MR. PALESE: I dldn't ask you whether they may
or may not refuse to testify. I have asked you whether
or not these individuels,who have been subpoenaed to
be here today before this Conmittee, have been advised
by you not to appear here todays Answér yes or no.

MR, ROBBINS: I may say to you, so that the
records may be clear, that I have advised them that
there is no necessity to testify, that being merely
a gesture, that being of no consequbncef-

MR. PALESE: Who 1s running this Court? You?

MR. ROBBINS: Obviously I am not running it.

MR. PALESE: ~Who knows = whether or not their
testimony may or may not be necessary to this
Committee?

MR. ROBBINS: They will refuse to testify,

MR, WIENER: I wanted Mr. Robbins to go on the

stand. I know more about this situation than you folks
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doe ’I know that Mr, Robbins sent Martin- homes
He appeared here this morning,

MR. ROBBINS: Just e moment; this Board may
know this, that any conversations I hed with my
client are strictly privileged communications, I
think that Mr. Wiener is well aware of thate

MR, YOUNG: Mr. Robbins, may 1 tell you something
that may be for the benefit of your clients? This
is section 52~13=3 of the Revised Statutes, pertaining
to a legislative 1nvest1gat10n, and the pertindnt part,

for thelr benefit, I think, 1s,

"No such witness shall be excused from answerin?
any such questions on the ground that to enswer the
same might or would incriminate him; but no answers
mede by any witness to any such questions shall be
used or admitted in evidence in any préceeding against
such witness, exceﬁt in a criminal prosecution against
the witness for’perjury‘in respect to his answers to
such questions,”

MR. ROBBINS: I will make a notation of the
citation,

MR, YOUNG: I think you should try to keep

your cllents out of trouble.

MR. PALESE: We are going to adjourn--

MR. EDWARD SCHWARTZ: I am here representing quo
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Delfino, and she intends to go on and testify.
I crave permiséion of the Board to permit me to
represent her at this time,

MR. YOUNG: Your witness will return after
lunch?‘

MR. SCHWARTZ: She will be here, sir.

MR. YOUNG: We will adjourn to two o'clock.
You may sit there at the tlblé, then, i1f you wish.

I think the room ought to be cleared and the
doors locked, and the attendants ought to sﬁay in the

room themselves to guard the ballot boxe

MR. GIULIANO: May I suggest, before you adjoﬁrn,
that the namesAof these persons be called, and that the
reéord note that they are not 1nfcourt? i

MR, YOUNG: All the witnesses under subpoena E
will come back at two o'clock.

MR. WIENER: John J. Gangemi, 340 Second
Street, Jersey City.

(There was no responses)

MR. WIENER: Christopher J. Kelly, 388
Monmouth Street, Jersey City.

(There was no response.)

MR. WIENER: Josephine Delfino, 323 First

Streets

MRS. DELFINO: Present.
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'MR. WIENER: ‘James Martin, 302 Fourth
Street, Jersey City.
(There was no response,)
MR. WIENER: Thet gentleman was here this
morning but left on advice of counsel,

(At this point a recess was teken for lunche.)
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AFTERNOON SESSION

FRANK GILLON, being duly sworn according to
law, teatiriod as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR, WIENER:

Q What is your name, sir? A. Frank Gillon,

Q TYou are onploﬁad in the Superintendent of Elections®
office, Hudson County? Ade I am.

Q At the rcéuont of your superior were you sent to

Providence, Rhode Island, to investigate whether or not a

_jperson by the name of David Werner had moved from Jersey City

to Providence, Rhode Island? 4, I was. h

Q Will you ploaée describe to‘tho committee the facts
urrounding that situation, completely? A. I found this

anid Werner lived at 25 Mulberry Street in Providence, Rhode

Island, I interviewed him. He is a rabbi, He told me he

had been in this country about nine years, coming in from

Palestine, He said he had lived in Jersey City three years

Bgo and had never returned there since.

Q Did you ask him specifically whether or nof he was

in Jersey City on November 2, 1937? A, I did,

Q Did you ask him whether or not he had voted in Jersey
City on November 2, 1937 A. I did, and he said he had not,

ﬂ Q What was his roactioﬁ 'hén you informed him that his

Pamn had been voted? A. Well, he is rather an excitable




|
Frank Gilloen 830

sort of fellow, First he did not believe me, Then he became
indignant,

Q Did he state that he was willing to appear in New
Jersey and substantiate his feelings in the matter? A, He
said he would come down at any time if his expenses were paid,

Q Did you have any further conversation with him?

A No, that is about all,

Q I now show ybu this challenge list and point distinct<
ly to the name of David Werner, 303 Third Street, marked by
your office as having moved, and thereafter checked as having
voted, from the challenge list, A That is right,

Q And it appears from this record that his name was
voted on, on that day? A, So it appears,

BY MR, YOUNG:

Q Did he state what his address had been in Jersey City,
Mr. Gillon? A, No, but at the time I had the address =- I
had that information with me «~ I think it was Third Street,

Q Did you show him that information? 4. I just had
a memorandum of it, I asked him if he was the man who lived
at that address, He said he had, but not for the past thr@o
years,

Q@ I wonder {f you will be kind enough to read into the
record your report, made on December 26, 1937? A, ™"Talked
to David Werner at his home, 25 Mulberry Street, Providence,

Rhode Island, Short dark man, with a black beard, wearing

1
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Prince Albert coat, and a round Jewish hat in the house,
Marked Jewish accent. He is a rabbi, Lived at 303 Third
Street, J. C, three years ago, Has not returned to J. C.
since, Indignant that Rhis name had been voted since his de~-
parture, Will come here to testify if his expenses are paid,

even though he is a very busy man., December 26, 1937,"
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JOSEPHINE DELFINDO, being duly sworn,
according to law, testified as follows:
MR. SCHWARTZ: For the purpose of the record
I would like it stated on the record here at this
time that I represent Mrs. Delfino.

MR. YOUNG: I will let you sit down.

EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ Mrs, Delfino, on November 2, 1937, you served as a
Republican Election Board member in the Third Ward, Ninth
District of Jersey City? A. I diqd.

Q How did you happen to be appointed as a member of
the Board? A, I did that for & number of years before
through my executive of the ward, Mr. Kilmurray.

Q What is Mr, Kilmurray's first name?

A Charles,

Q How many years have you served in this district?

A Four years.

Q How long have you lived in this district? A. Seven

Q Are you familiar with most 6f the voters in the distric
A Almost everyone.

Q Most of them are known to you? A, Yes, sir,

Q I now show you the challenge list which is purported

lto have been used in your district on Election Day, and ask
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you 1f the signature of Josephine Defino, 323 First Street,
is your signature? A, It 1s,
Q I turn to the second sheet of this same challenge
1ist. That also is your signature (indicating)? A. Yes.
Q And the third sheet likewise? A. Yes,
The fourth sheet likewise? A. Yes.
The fifth sheet likewise? A, Yes,
Did you see the other members of that Board sign?
I aid.,
They all signed? A, Yes,
Chris J. Kelly signed his name? A. Yes, he did.
James Martin signed his name? A. Yes,

And John Gangemi signed his name? A. Yes.

O oo © © ©o P © © ©»©

Do you know what a challenge sheet 1s? A. I do.

Q Did you ever have occasion to read the instructions
on challenge sheets? A, No, I didn't.

Q Supposing that you read them to yourself now, and I
vill-ask you some questions on them,

A (Witness looks at papers.5

Q Now, on Election Day, was this challenge sheet used?

A I left it to the other members of the Board.

Q Which members of the Board? A, I didn't specify
any certain ones.

Q Do you know of any person on this list having been

permitted to vote? A. The only one I know is that
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Dominick 8cilla. He does actually reside at that address
and has lived there, That Dominick 8cilla does reside at

that address on Monmouth Street, and when he came in to vote

I did say, "Tell someone--" it is right down on the challenge
sheet-- "that man does reside there." And I don't know who
it was said that the man d4id not need an arffidavit as long as
the man did live there.

Q Will you try to remember who it was gave those
instructions that the man d4id not need an affidavit?

A No, I couldn't, The place had a lot éf people and I
asked him to write that the man d4id live there, and that was
all there was to it. I couldn't remember.

Q You say that you know of no other instance where a
peréon vhose name appeared on the challenge list, came in to
vote? A, Not while I was there.

Q Then throughout the day? A. Throughout the day?

‘Q What is your exact position on that Board?

A I was to be inspector.

I Q You were to be inspector? A, Yes,

Q VWhat do you mean by that? A. The other member of
the Board, James Martin, it was the first time he served and
he was very nervous and somehow or other-- I don't know
what wvas wrong with hime-. he asked me to take over the

juties of writing the names down and doing his part of the vorﬂ,

and I did my share.
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Q What are the duties of the inspector?

A What I understood, to give the people out a ballot,
and calling out the number,

Q Did you do that? A, I didn't, because Mr, Martin

did that. He was very nervous, and very slow at writing down

the names.,
Q He was a clerk? A. He was,
Q Who took your job over? A, Mr, ﬁartin.
Q Mr, Martin was the man who dispensed the ballots?
A Yes,
Q Who received the ballots when they were brought back?
A The voters.
Q Who d4id they hand them to, to put in the box?
A To the judge of the Board.
Q@ That 1is Mr, Kelly? A, Mr, Kelly.

Q@ Do you know of any affidavits wvhatsoever having been
taken? A, I didn't see any, Mr. Wiener,

Q In the three years that you have been on this Board
have you Seen an affidavit taken? .

A Yes., Every other year we always have,

Q Every other year you did that? A, Yes,

Q This year you didn't see any? A, I didn't see
any at all. I didn't see any of these people come in vhile

I was there.

Q VWere there any executed affidavits in the possession
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of the Board? A, I don't know.

Q Did you, while you were there all day, hear anybody
challenged? A, I couldn'!t remember,

Q@ Did you challenge any voters? A, I didn't have
any occasion to.

Q Did Mr, Kelly, the judge of the Board, challenge
any voters? A. Not that I remember.

Q And Mr, Kelly gave out the ballots? A, Mr, Martin
gave the ballots to the voters,

Q Do you know Rose Bergman, 303 Third Street?

A No, I don't,
Do you know Samuel Bergman? A. No,

Do you know Angelo Camillo of 330 Second Street?

> o0 ©

The name is familiar, but I wouldn't say it 1s the
person I know.
Q Do you.knov Joseph Conti?

MR, SCHWARTZ: May I at this time enter an
objection for this witness, as to her knowledge of the
people on the l1list. I think it is immaterial and
irrelevant.

Q Do you know Joseph Conti, 202 Railroad Avenue?

A I don't know everybody.

Q Do you know Wesley Jones, 220 Railroad Avenue? A. Nd
I don't. |

Q@ Do you know Louis Longo? A, No.
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Q Do you know John Mirano? A. No, I don't remember
the name, Am I supposed to know everybody? Mr. Wiener,

Please,

Q We are not disagreeing, and I don't know why you are
so excited. I am just asking you if you know any of these

voters. You ought to know some voters in the district?

A I know some, There are some people, we know them by
just seeing them. When they come and give me their names |
I know that is the person,

Q VWe have covered eight names. We have 592 more to
cover. We may come across some that you know, Do you
&now Mildred Nesser? A, No, I dontt.

Q Do you know Antonio Nitt® A, Yes,

Q Were you present when Antonio Nitto voted? A. No.
Q@ Do you remember whether or not Antonio Nitto did
vote? A, Yo, I didn'!t look it up.

Q Do you know‘Joseph Parisi? A, Yes,

Q@ Were you thefe vhen he voted? A. No.

Q Do you know where Joseph Parisi lives?

A No, I dontt. |

Q Do you know where Nitto lives? A, No, sir,

Q Do you know John Segali? A, Yes, I do.
Q VWere you there when he voted? A. Yes, he lives at

Ll} First Street, I think.

Q Were you there when he voted? A. No.
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Q Do you know John Spadora? A. Yes, I know
Spadora.

Q@ VWere you there when he voted? A. No, sir,

Q Do you know Peter Spadora? A. That is his son.
BY MR. PALESE:

Q VWere you there with them? A, Yes, I was, I get
time off for lunch,

Q How long were you out to lunch? A. One hour,
and one hour in the afternoon.

Q Is that the only hour, and an hour in the afternoon?

A And when I go to the ladies! room. I think I am
entitled to that.

Q That is the only time you were away? A, Yes, that
is the only time I was away. |
ﬁY MR. YOUNG:

Q@  VWhich book did you have charge of? A, I had the
book where they write their names in as you go and vote.

Q I mean which one, alphabetically? -

A The big binders were held by the other clerk of the
Board. I just entered the names and had the person sign
after they wrote their name down.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q In other words, you had both poll books? A. Yes,

§ BY MR, PALESE:

Q If you were away for two hours, why did you sign those
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challenge lists, if you didn't know whether some of these
people had voted or not voted? A, I cant*t keep track of
everything.

Q Why did you sign the paper if you didn't know whether
any of those people had voted that day?

A At night everything is in confusion. 7You can't do
anything; everything is in confusion. I do my best. That
is all I can say. I signed the paper. I was through for
the night. We never had any trouble at any time before.

Q Did you have trouble now? A. No. I just signed
the papers because I knew there was nothing to be afraid of.
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q You didn't inspect the challenge list with the poll
books to see whether any person had voted on that 1list?

A No, I didn't.

Q You just took the words of the other members of the
Board? A, Yes,

Q You just signed it out of habit? A. More or less,

Q The law requires that the signature of the voter on
the poll books and the signature of the voter on the
signature copy‘register shall be compared. Did you compare
such signaturég? A. The signatures of any person I didn't
know, while I was there I did compare.

Q How did you do thﬁt if you didn*t have charge?

A The man, as he came in, naturally he read out the
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name and address and he entered it in. When the man signed
up he didn't close the book until I looked., When there is a
crowd you can't ;ook at every one because they will usually
come in and vote. After all, it is a long day. Everybody
vas excited, and I tried to do my best. That is all I can
say.
BY MR, WIENER$

Q Do you know Peter Spadora? A, Yes.

Q VWere you present when he voted? A. No, but he was
at the polls while I was there.,

Q Did he attempt to vote while you were there?

A No, he didn't.

Q You don't know how many times he did vote while
hanging around? A. That I couldn't say. They didn't
do it while I am there,

Q Nathaniel Thomas; do you know him? A. Yes, he
is a coelored man,

Q Did he come in and vote while you were there?

A No, he didn't, although I saw him on the street; that
vas all.

Q Did David Werner come in and vote while you were there?

A No, he didn't.

Q Do you know him? A. No, I donft,

=3

Q Do you ever remember a man with a black beard coming 1ii

‘and voting? A, He is not the only man that comes in with
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a beard, so I wouldn't be able to tell.

é But no such man came in while you were there? A, No.
BY MR, YOUNG:

Q Were you there when anyone came in and voted the name
of David Werner? .= A. No, sir, I was not, I could
truthfully tell you I personally sav no irregularities at
the polls., That is the truth,

BY MR, PALESE:

Q What do you mean, "irregularity®? People permitted
to votelwho were on the challenge 1list? A. I can
-truthrully 8ay~~

Q What do you mean by "irregularity®? You were there,
and there were no irregularities on that day?

A Nothing at all. I saw the different people that
came in to vote,

Q Would it be wrong if someone voted who was on the
challenge list and did not take an affidavit? Would that
be wrong? A. From what‘I understand it would be wrong.

Q If anyone came there he would not be permitted to
vote unless he took an affidavit? A. Not if I was there;
only this one man.

Q VWhy did you permit‘this one man to vote without an
affidavit wvhen you knew it was necessary for him to take

an affidavit? A. I explained before, wvhen I understood

when a man has actually lived in the place, that same place,
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it wasn!t necessary.

Q VWho told you that?. A, As I told you before, the
members of the Board all said that at one time,

Q Did it ever happen before that a man on that list
had come in and voted, without an affidavit?

A No, sir, that is the first time. I knew the man lived
there; in fact, he is a neighbor of mine because--
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q You say that Martin called off the ballot: numbers
and gave the ballots to the voters? A, Yes, and Kelly
would string them and put them in the box.

Q or courée, he would put them in the box before he
would start to string them? A, Well, naturally.

Q He would string each one up after it came out of the
box? A. That is at the end of the count,

Q@ You hﬁd both of the poll books under your supervision?

A Yes, I did.

Q There are two signature copy registers there, too.
Who had charge of the one from A to K? A. Do you mean the
big binders?

Q Yes. A. This Mr. Gangemi.

Q He had both of them? A, He had both of them.

Q So that whenever any voter would come in Mr. Gangemi--

A (Interrupting) Would open the book and look the person

|
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Q And you would write the person's name and address

down and give it to the man to sign? A. Yes.

Q Both of the signature copy registers, the big flat
books, were in the custody pr the one man? A. Of the one
man.,

Q@ And the poll books were in your custody? A, Yes,

Q One man handing out the ballots and calling out the
ballot numbers? A. Yes.

Q And the fourth member of the Board putting the ballots
in the box? A. Yes,

Q VWho had charge of the challenge sheet? A, I left
that to the judge. That is all I know,

Q@ Where was it? A, They had it. When I came in to
work in the morning I didn't have it vith me. That was given
to the other member of the Boardj;as soon as I went in, they
went through the usual routine.

Q Kelly was the judge? A. Yes, he vas,

Q He was sitting over by the ballot boxes? A, Yes, he
- |

Q VWhere vas the challenge sheet? A, He had it along-
side of him on the table,

Q Did you ever see'him look up a name on the challenge

1ist? A, He said he did. He would pick it up every once

mn a while and look at it.

| Q He never called out and said, "That is a voter whose
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: on
name im,the challenge 1ist," did he?

A No, he didn't.
BY MR. VIEHER}

Q At any time during the day was there a challenge of a
vote? A, I told you no, just at that time,

Q When the judge of the Board called out a name, as you
say, was there a vote of your Board as to whether or not a
person should be permitted to vote? A. I don't get you.

Q When a vote is challenged it is customary for the
Board to vote on whether or not a person should be given a
ballot. Is that right? A. I understand thaé.

Q At any time during the day, on November 2, 1937, was
there a vote taken as to whether or not a citizen should be
given a ballot? A. You mean any one on the challenge
sheet ?

Q Any challenge at all., A, There was no necessity
for it while I was there,

Q Everybody wvho came in was just permitted to vote?

A I told you there was no one on the challenge sheet
vho came in but this Mr, S8cilla, and as I told you I knew
that he lived there,

Q@ Would you say that this challenge Qheet, on that poll
book, is incorrect, when it shows eighteen on the challenge
sheet voted? A. I wouldn't know, no.

Q And these checks made here designate they had voted?
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A I couldntt tell you,
Q You said yourself that you saw several of these people

come out of the polling place.,

A I told you that this Spadora, as I said, lived always |
around the neighborhood, and he was at the polls when I wvas
there., Whether he was hanging around at the polls, I donit
know. This Mr, Thomas when I saw him walking.

Q Did you have any conversation with him?

[ A I d4id not.

Q Dominick Scilla was on the challenge list?

A Yes, ‘
BY MR. YOUNG: |

Q How do you knov that if you didn't look at 1t? |

A I am telling you, Mr. Kelly said to the boy, "Your name
is on the challenge list." He is a young man. He said,
"You know, Mrs. Delfino, ﬁe does live there," and ﬁe does
live there.

Q That is the only time that he called out that
somebody else's name was on the challenge 1list?

A Yes, that was the only name while I was at the polls.
BY MR. PALESE: ' |

Q VWhy do you always say, while you were at the polls?
Do you think there was anything wrong? Why do you always say

while you were there? A. That 1s what I was asked.




BY MR, WIENER:

Q Do you think these erasures were done while you
wvere out? A. I couldn't say.

Q They must have been done while you were out?

& -3 couldn't say.

Q@ You didn't see them done? A. I couldn't tell you
anything about that.

Q@ Do you know that there was a forty-six vote difference
in the recount? A, Not until I read of 1it.

Q@ Do you know Ike Adams; 308 First Street, a couple of
doors down from your house? A. No, I don't.

Q Did you see him vote on Election Day?

A No.

Q Dé you remember his voting on Election Day? A. No.

Q@ Do you know Mattie Thomas, an o0ld colored voman, who
lived a few doors away rroﬁ you? A. Yes,

Q VWhen did she move out of the district? A. I don't
know,
Q She moved out of the district? A, I couldn't tell
you that.
Q Don't you canvass the district? Don't you work in the
Hdistrict as a Board member? A, When I canvassed the last
time I couldn't get anyone to answer the doors,
Q You didn't see her come in on Election Day, d4id you?

A No, I didn't.

Josephine Delfino 844
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Q You heard Mr., Ferguson's man testify some time ago
that she moved out of the district, to 237 Newark Avenue?

A Yes,

Q You have not seen her around the district? A. No.
Q@ You had ﬁot seen her around the district for some time
prior to Election Day? A. No, I didn't,

Q She is an 0ld woman and you would probably notice her
going around when she was going around?

A (There was no answer.)

Q Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether she lives
in this district now? A, No, I dén't.

Q Were you there when somebody asked for a ballot and

used her name? A, I told you I wasn't there vhile any of

these people were there,
Q You dontt know any of these people? A. I have not
read it yet.
Q These are different ones. If you have made up your
mind to say nothing about anything we might just as well stop.
Fb just want you to be honest. Just tell the truth and you
will be all right.

Do you know Sergeo Lopez, who was right next door to yoi
A Yes, he was nig&t’c next door to me,
Q Do you remember when he moved? A, I don't remember

vhen he moved. I just met the woman and she told me she

17

! Jloved; that was all, A
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Q When was that? A. Not very long ago.

Q That was before the election? A. No, that was
after the election.

Q They told the investigator that this gentleman was
in the hospital at that time. Did you know that?

A No, I didn't. |

Q They lived right next door to you? A, I don't
bother with my neighbors.

Q Did you see him come out to vote on Election Day?

A No, I didn't.

Q You don't bother with your neighbors and you are
active politically, a member of the Board?

A I just go about my business,

Q You hold a job as a result of your politics?

A I don't.

Q VWhat Jjob have you got? A. I am on the WPA,

Q VWhere do you work?’ A, At the Medical Center.

That is the new project.

Q Who helped you to get that? A, I went down to get
my husband back. Must I answer personal questions? Do I
have to tell my family troubles? There was nothing political
in that. I went dowvn to get my husband back. He is suppose
to be supporting my boy.

Q@ Do you know Giuseppl Burzi? A. Yes, I do. I don!;

know him to talk to.
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Q You know him when you see him? A. Yes,

Q Did he come in and vote on Election Day'yhile you wvere
there? A. I can't recall everything.

Q You didn’t see him comé in? A. No, I didn't.

Q When his wife says that he did not go out to vote
for four years, she must be telling the truth? You have no

reason to doubt that? A. I think so; I have not.

Q VWere you there when someone asked for a ballot, using
his name? A. No, I wasn't,

Q@ Do you know John Wadle, who lives at 353 Second Street?

A Yes, I knov him very well.

Q Do you know where he was on Election Day? A, I don't

Q VWere you there when someoﬁe came in and asked for a
ballot? A, No. I was there when his vife;came in only.
I remember that thoroughly.

Q When his wife signs a statement stating that he has
been down South since October 1937, you have not seen him in
the neighborhood? A. No, I haven't.

Q Do you know whether or not he was away on Election Day?

A No, I don'ts

Q Did you canvass that house before election? Did you
talk with Mrs. Wadle? ‘ A, No, I didn*t get in there. I

|Eet her on the street. 8She said nothing.

Q Do you know Michael Fillipone? A. No. |

Q VWere you there when somebody asked for a ballot, using

his name? A. No.

u
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Do you know the Cohen family, 59 Cole Street?

No.

o > ©

Four of them., A, YXo.

Q VWho all admit that they did not vote, but their names
vere voted? A, I don't remember.

Q Of 59 Cole Street. You don't remember them?

A No.

Q VWere you there when persons using their names asked
for ballots? A. No.

Q Do you know John Mills? A. Yes, I know John Mills.

Q Of Railroad Avenue? A. Yes, I know him; colored.

Q@ You didn't see him on Election Day? A. No, sir, I
didntt.

Q VWere you there when someone came in and used his name,

asked for a ballot? A. Not that I remember,
Q@ Do you remember giving out a ballot under that name? ‘
A There are times when there is such a rush; you can't
remember everything.
Q Throughout the day were you called upon to give out
ballots to any person that might have had a name similar to
one which you knew, where you didn't recall seeing that

person? A, There wasn't,

Q That never happened, you sald? A. No. |
Q Do you know Louisa Bevekin? A, No.

Q VWere you there when a person giving the name of Louisa

}Bevekin came in and asked for a ballot? A. No.
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Q Did you have the poll books in hand? A. No.

Q@ VWhen you say no you don't really mean no; you mean
that you don't remember? A, I don't remember, I really
couldn't remember. People asked me names,

Q@ In other words, these people received ballots. As

to wvhether or not you connected the names with those particulTr
persons you don't mean that you--
A I couldn't say anything outright. You can't remember

everything that goes on.

Q Let us try to remember a little bit. Do you know
Angelo Camillo? A, No, I donit.

Q@ Do you remember someone asking for a ballot, using his
name ? A. I don't remember.

Q@ Do you know Saverio Ambrosio? A. The name is very

familiar,

Q@ Did you sée him vote on Election Day? A, I didntt.
Q Did you ever see his signature? A. No, I don't
J?aonenber hié signature at all.

Q@ VWhen he signs a statement that he did not vote, and
|someone else used his name to vote, have you any reason to
believe that what he says is not so?

A No, sir.

You didn't see him come in on Election Day?

Q
A I did not.
Q

Did you see Francesco Forcillo? A. No, I didn't.
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BY MR. YOUNG: ; _ |
Q Do you know him, Mrs, Delfino? A. No, I don't. |

BY MR. WIENER:

Q Vhen he signs a statement that he voted on Election :
Day and did not live in that district, that he came into the
district although he did not live there, you say that you
didn't see him ét all? A, No, I didn't.

Q Now, Mrs, Delfino, I have aéked you concerning about
thirty-five different people, and you say you didn't see
any one of them come in to vote,

A Just Mr, Scilla.‘

Q And all the people that you say you know, you did‘not
see personally ‘or they did not appear while you were there
although their names were voted? Have you met any of those |
people since Election Day and asked them whether or not they
voted? A. No, sir.

Q Do you remember people asking for assistance?

A Oh, yes.

Q About how many were there? A. I couldn't say.
Almost everyone down there. They are mostly Italian, A lot
of them just sign their names; in fact, one out of everi
three persons comes in and asks for assistance.

Q Does that have anything to do with the Election Law?

A VWell, if they say they don't understand the ballot

I understand we are supposed to help them.

Q If they can write their names? A. I questioned,
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‘them, and some of them say their children have taught them
to write their name but they don't know anything else.
Q@ When they cannot write their names and they ask for

assistance, is it customary to make out an affidavit that the

|

|

1
have been given assistance? l
A I don't know whether it i1s customary or not. We ‘
have to do 1t, ‘
Q Do you know vhether or not it is proper to do that? \
A I don't knov whether it is or not. I know these \
twvo members of the Board went in wvhere-- \
Q Did you ever examine the back of a poll book? You \
are familiar with what i1s in a poll book? The first part
is where the voters sign their names and addresses, and the

next part 1s where ldentification statements are made by

people who cannot write their names and the last part pertains

to affidavits of assistance. That is the title. Did you
see :

ever,that in the back of the poll book?

A Yes, I have seen the affidavits of assistance.
Q VWere there any affidavits of assistance taken? ‘

A No, sir.

Q Hov many people were given assistance while you were l
Lt the polls? A. I couldn't counte- I couldn't tell you
truthfully.

Q Previously you said practically everybody there needed

assistance.,

|
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BY MR. YOUNG:

Q One out of three. A. One out of three is what T
said, That 1s just roughly saying.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q Who was the gentleman that was so fortunate to be
trusted with the job of marking the ballots?

A There was one Republican member and one Democratic
member always went in; Mr. Kelly and Mr. Martin always went
in wvhen anyone asked for assistance.

Q Mr. Martin was the gentleman who was so nervous and
excited and didn't know what to do, and still and all he

Was ready, able and willing to go into the booth?

A Of course, there are some things You can be excited
about and not others. l

Q VWe are learning that, Who marked the ballots in the
poll booths? Who went to mark them?

A I wvasn't there to see that,

Q Didn't you at any time go in? A. When I went in and
the person asked for my help I gave it to him if they asked '
fore-

Q Did you go in during the day? A, Yes,

Q How many times? A. Thfee or four times, I dontt
keep count of everything,

Q@ VWhen you gave assistance to these so-called illiterate

‘ Hmople or people unable to read a ballot, as you put 1it, did

= N
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you make an affidavit of assistance? A, No, I didn't.

I just asked them what they wanted to vote and they told me,
If theﬁ voted my way I marked the ballot.

v Q@ VWere you familiar with the provision in the back of
the poll book requiring that you make an affidavit?

A No, I wasn't.

Q Did the judge of the Board explain to the other
members of the Board that it was necessary to make an
affidavit? A, Not that I remember,

Q How many times do you think the judge of the Board
went into the poll booth? A, I couldn't remember thonoughlJ
everything that goes on.

Q@ VWere any of these people who received assistance blind
or physically disabled? A, I don't remember anyone that bad
off.

Q@ You know, as a matter of fact, that the law provides
for assistance only for people who are blind or physically
disabled? You knew that, didn't you?

A Yes, I do. .

Q Then why the practise of giving assistance to anybody
pﬁnﬂ everybody that asked for it?

A That 1s a qQquestion I answered you before.
Q@ You had better tell me the truth, Why don't you
tell the truth about 1t?

A I told you, Mr, Wiener.
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| Q@ The truth is that the judge of the Board told you what
to do and you did it? A, Nobody told me what to do.
Q If you knew it wasn't proper, why did you do it¢?

A Because I told you, when they asked for assistance,
they didn't know hov to mark the ballot, I just went in and
?elped them what they said they wanted.

Q@ You knew 1t was wrong? A. I didn't know it was
wrong.

Q You said a minute ago you didn't think it was right?
A Not to that extent,

Q Did you ask anybody about it? A. T did not.

Q In other words, the practise in your district, this
district, 1s to go in with anybody that wants assistance?

Do you ever go in with anybody that does not want assistance?
A I don't go in.

Q Did you see the judge of the Board go in with anybody
that did not want assistance? A. Not until they asked for
help.

Q Did they force their assistance on anybody?

A No.
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Did two members of the Board go in with anybody that
needed assistance? A. Yes, Mr. Kelly went in and the

other man had the binder.
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I
BY MR, WIENER:

Q VWhen you went in with Mr, Kelly and Mr. Kelly marked
the ballot, provided, as you say, that the person asked to
be voted in the Democratic ballot, d4id you notice his hand-
writing? Did you notice the type of "X" he made?

A No, I didn't,

Q Did you watch him make a cross? A. No. If he said
he wanted a Democratic helper I walked out; when the person
wvanted a Republican helper he walked out. When he said what
he wanted to do, if he said he wanted to vote Democrat, the |
Democratic member of the Board marked his ballot.

Q When they wanted assistance of you, you stayed there
to watch them? A. Yes, but I didn't watch Mr. Kelly mark
the crosses,

Q You don't know hut he may have cheated a little bit
for you? A. Nobody is cheating for me.

Q You say that you went into the booth but you didn't
katch him mark the ballot? A, I told you I went in; when

the person asked for Democratic help I just took a back seat, |

Q Did you go into the booth? You know it is yjour

duty? A. The booths are not big enough for three people

|

!

in them. |
!

Q@ Kelly always got in first? A. If they asked for hisl

help .

Q In other instances he usually slid in first? A, He'
i

|
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was nearest to the booth.

Q And he managed to get in first? A, That 1is
natural.

Q Did anybody, during the course of the day, object to .
this wholesale system of assistance?

A I did.

Q You objected to 1it? A. I dia.

Q  You knew it was wrong? A. I objected if I figured |
some people could write, | |

Q VWhat happened? A. The person said he needed
assistance and he couldn't vote without it.

Q@ Did the Board take a vote on 1t? A. They agreed

to help him out,
Q How did they vote? A. They just asked the rest of |
the Board, "Is it all right for two members to go in?" ‘
Q@ You were the only one that objected? A, I just ‘
objected when I thought they can go in themselves, You don'é
go in with everyone, I said that one out of three asks |
for assistance, but I didn't say they got 1it. |
Q@ You mean that you refused anybody assistance? ‘
A Absolutely. If I thought a person could vote himself‘
I made him go in.
Q@ How about Kelly? Did he refuse to give anybody a

assistance? A, If the man actually needed it--

Q Did you or Kelly at any time during the day refuse to
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give anybody assistance? A, Nobody that really could
read and write.
Q@ Answver the question, A. I diad.

Q He refused to give people assistance? A. He did.

While I was there he certainly did.
Q Why did you object to certain people receiving

assistance? A. If I could see they spoke English well

I thought they ought to know what they were doing,
Q Even though you objected, in certain instances they

went in? A, No; if I said no.

Q VWas there a vote taken on that? A, If anyone
actually said they couldn't mark the ballots.

Q How did you determine that? Did you have a vote
of your local district board? A, If the men is standing
there and says, "I can't vote if I don't have help," so
ve offer to help him, I
Q And you just went in and helped him? A, We helped
him,
Q@ In these instances when you objected did the Board take
ja roll call? Did they vote, as to Democrats and Republicans, !
';-to find out just what should be done?
' A Just howv do you mean?

Q If a person came in and wanted assistance and you said

T

l' 0, they are not entitled to assistance,"and Kelly said, "Yes

T7Lsy are entitled to assistance,” A. He never said yes if

he knew the man did not need assistance.



Josephine Delfino 860 |

Q .Did he at any time say that the person should receive
assistance, when you objected~to thelr receiving assistance?
A Yes, in certain instances, but here the person,

the voter himself, said he really didn't know.

Q When you disagreed, what was the practise? What
|happened?

A The man was standing there and saying he couldn!'t
vote because he didn'é know how to mark the ballot.

Q@ What would happen then?

A Then one of each kind would go in.

Q Even though you objected, there was never a

vote taken as to what should be done?

A In wvhich way?

Q@ Did they ever call the roll?

A I wouldn't knovwee- |

Q Would you have a roll call on whether or not this
hmn vill receive assistance, "John Gangemi, how do you vote?
Wames Martin, how do you vote? Christopher Kelly, how

do you vote? Mrs. Delfino, how do you vote?" Did

jfthat ever take place?

A Not exactly.that procedure.

Q@ What was the procedure?

A They just asked what the members of the Board think

\
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about it, and, naturally, we were asked,

Q And you said no, or d4id you change your mind when
they asked you what you thought about 1it?

A Then if the man stood there and said he actually
didn't know how to mark the ballote-

Q Did that prove to you that he was 1lliterate and
deserved assistance?

A If the man says he doesn't know, I don't know
vhether he went to school or not. If I want to tell you
I can't read you couldn't prove otherwise.

Q Did the man usually sign his name?

A Yes; the majority.

Q And if the majority signed their names would you
still say they needed assistance?

A As I told you, lots of them told me their children
just taught them to sign their names and nothing else.

Q What really happened you tried to help the voter
vherever you could?

A I did.

Q You, in no way, wanted to interfere with Mr, Kelly's

desire to help the voters? A, I don't like to interfere

with anybody that I think is right.
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Q If Mr. Kelly thought that a person was entitled to
assistance, or that is the best and quickest thing to do,
in order to make it convenient, I might say, you usually
went along? That 1s the best way to do?

A That is the best way out of anything.

Q How many illiterate voters came into your

district on Election Day? Do you rememﬁer?

A Mr, Wiener, I am not a magician; please.

Q Do you know any people in your district who cannot
sign their names?

A Am I supposed to know them offhand?

Q You said that you were the lady that was

writing the names in the books.
A I cantt remember everybody.
Q@ You were there all but two hours in the day?
A I can't remember everybddy. There are so many
things to be done, crowds in the place, and lots of things;
I can't stop.
Q How many people came in to the bolling place while

you were there, while you had both poll books in your
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possession, and were unable to sign their names ?

A I don't remember,

Q \Was there one? A, I couldn't tell you.

Q Were there five? A, I don't remember, I said,

Q@ There were twenty~six. Did you, as the pefson in
charge of the poll books, and the one who was entering the
names in the poll books, make out any ldentification statements
for i1illiterate voters? By that I mean voters who were unable
to éign thelr names? A, No, sir, I didn'te

| Q Thése twenty=-six so-called illiterate votes:?

A Understand this, Mr, Wiener, I didn't sit down and
write all day longe I sald that I took over the duties of the
clerk because he was very, very slow, but there are many
times that I had to stand up, tco, you know,

Q@ While you were there, did any person who couldn't
sign his name come in? A, Yes,

Wes that person questioned? A, In what way?

As to his abllity to write his name?

P © ©

I didn't question thate.

Q Let me ask you this question; how many people came in
ts vote who signed by means of an "X“? Approximately how many,
while you were there? A, Three,
Q@ Those three people, were they questioned by any member

pf the Board as to their abillity to read and write?

A Not that I know ofs
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whether or not these people had registered by means of an

it I always look at the signature.

three that came in?% A, Because 1t was two men and one
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Q@ Do you remember where you were or what you were
doing when these three people ceme in? Were you in charge
of the poll books? Ao I was in charge of the poll bookse

Q VWho was in charge of the signature copy register book

A Is that the large books?
Q Yesse Ae Mr. Gangemi,
Q When these people came in and signed by means of an

X" did you look in the signature copy register book to see

"X*? A, Yes, I did.
Q@ You personally? A, I did.
Q As to the three? A, Yes, sir, I did.

Q@ Is that the usual practice? A, As far as I can do

Q@ Do you remember who the three people were?

A No, I couldn't,

Q@ But you are sure that you looked at the "X" of the

Did you compare the “Xs*? A, I did.

And they sulted you as being the same?

Yes, sir,

Q
A
Q@ You are sure that you don't remember their names?
A I couldn't remember names,

Q

Did any of the other members of the Board compare the

i
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“Xs*? A, Must I answer for every meuber of the Board?
Q@ In your presence, yese Ao I am answering for
myself. I can only tell you what I did, Mr. Wiener.
Q@ Did you see any other member of the Board=-
A  (Interrupting) I don't know enything about any other
jrember of the Board, Mr. Wieners, I did my duty as I saw it,
Q@ How meny signatures did you, yourself, compare during
fthe day? A. ©Everyone that ceme in that I didn't know, I
compared, and anyone I actually knew to be the person I didn't
compare,
Q@ About how meny voters do you think you know in that
filstrict? A, Those in my immediate neighborhood.
Q@ About how meny would that be? A, I don't know
oW many people are living on that block.

MRe YOUNG: Mr. Wiener, just whet is the law as
to giving assistance?

MR+ WIENER: Assistance can only be glven to
physically disabled or blind people,

MR. YOUNG: What about people who cannot sign
thelr names?

MR. WIENER: Illiterate people, 1f they cannot
sign their names, there are two parts in the book;

one pert is known as the "Identification statement part|,™

where a person uneble to sign his name or reed or

write votes by means of en *X" ang they must be
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identified by a Board member, by meang of several
men identifying then as being a person not able to
read or write, and that they live at such d place.
And then you have the portion of the act or the back
of the book, Eoncerning the affidavits of assistance
given to people who are either illiterate or disebled,
and the test as to their inability to sign their
names is whether they are considered illiterate and
cannot sign their names or disebled or blind, so that
you can have a dual situation, whereby there should be
an identification statement and an affidavit for the
same voter, one of them identifying as the illiterate
and the other giving assistence, or the affidevit of
assistance,

only

MR. YOUNG: Therefore, the ,people entitled to
assistance are the blind or crippled?

MR. WIENER: A blind person can deaignate any
person he so desires to assist him, but an illiterate
or disebled must choose two members of the Boerd, It
must be a Republican member and a Democratic member
of the Boerd,

MR. YOUNG: Then 1t will sppear from whet
record that a person is an illiterate voter and entitled

to assistance?

MR. WIENER: If he cannot resd and write, if he
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cannot sign hls name,

MR. YOUNG: What record will show that?

MR. WIENER: His ablility to write his name.

MR. YOUNG: I mean what record is taken at the
time he votes that will show his inability to read or‘
write?

MR. WIENER: There is supposed to be an
affidavit in the back of the poll book, one affidavit
for each person asking for assistance,

MR XOURS:  The lndy says that she Bevex 4otk
any of those affidavits.

MR. WIENER: That 1s correcte

MR. YOUNG: She says that only three people
came in while she was there, who needed assistance
because of their inability to read or write.

MR. WIENER: That is righte

MR. YOUNG: Those threé will at least appear
on the poll book by the cross they make?

MR. WIENER: That is right,

MR. YOUNG: Presumably made in her presence?

MR. WIENER: That is rights -

MR. YOUNG: And their address will appear in
her handwriting eand the number of the ballot will appair

in her handwriting?

MR. WIENER: That is right.
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MR. YOUNG: And the "X" made by them will also
appear in the poll book?

MR. WIENER: That is right.

MRe YOUNG: In the back of the poll book there
should be an affidavit stating there that a person
registered in that name, giving the informetion that
i1s asked for, and that is on the duplicate signature
cdpy register, isn't thet so?

MR. WIENER: Along with an 1dentification
statement, It 1s the duty of the member of the Board
_to read the identification statement to the 1lliterate
voter, the one who cannot sign his nesme. The
1dent1ricationvasks for the name and address and the
fact that he cannot read and write,

MR. YOUNG: The only people who should be
allowed to vote with assistance are the people who
canﬁot sign their names, is that so?

MR. WIENER: Theat is right,

MR+ YOUNG: And if you only find ten crosses
of people who cannot sign their names on the entire
poll books only ten people ought to be given assis=-
tence under the law?

MR. WIENER: That 1is right,

MR. YOUNG: And that is so, whether there is

eny identification of them in the back of the book or
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not? @
MR. WIENER: That 1s right,
MR. YOUNG: Let us find but how many people

actually were given assistance, 1f we can, beyond the

l one in three that asked for it or the less than one
in three thet asked for it.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q How many people do you think were given assistance
during the whole day, approximately? A. I told you I can!
tell yous I can't keep everything in mind. I ceame here to

testify as to things I knowe I am no magiclan, as I told you
|
before.

Q@ Would you say about ten? A, I couldn't say.

Q@ You previously said-- A, I told you, Mr, Wiener,
please don't try to put any words in my mouth, I told you |
people would come in and I sald sometimes they could write i
their names because the children had taught them. I know that
to be a personal fact, through my own family,

Q People were asking for assistance all day long?
A Not all day, noe

Q What part of the day? A, Anyone that needed it.
1 couldn't say what part of the day,.

IBY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ You say that you assisted about five people, Mrs,

Delfino? Ae I did.
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Q And three people were unable to read and write?

A They were not able, and they mede a2 mark, e cross,
and I wrote next to their crosses, "That is her mark."

Q. What about the other two out of these five?

A I told you they sald they could only write their

i
|

Q So you went in with them? A I went in with thems
- MR+, YOUNG: Where did you get the figure of 267
MR. WIENER: There were 26 people in this
district who voted by means of “Xs.,* That is right
from the poll books
MR. YOUNG: Of the 26 illiteretes who voted wit
"Xs" Mrse Delfino assisted threees Of the number of
people who received assistance she assisted five

altogether,
MRS. DELFINO: I assisted five who said they

could not write.

MR. YOUNG: And there are no means at all,
from the poll books or the signature copy registers
or from the affidavits of identification or any other
means, of knowing how many people were given
assistence, is that so?

MR. WIENER: Except by the ballots which we

have here and there seppears to be about 120 definitely

marked by the same hand,
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MR, YOUNG: We will teke a look at those |
later.
BY MR. WIENER:

Q Mrs, Delfino, what were you doing at the time they
had this little riot down there? A, I don't know what
riof you are alluding toe.

Q@ Do you remsmber Captein Torpey coming in and chasing
everybody out of the hell? A, Thet was toward the end of
the recount.

Q There was a riot? A, There was so many people in

theres I asked him to please call the police; my head ached,

Q Was that the only reason? A, That is the only

reason I knows |

Q Wasn't there some pushing around, loud talking, some

1ntoxicat9d, and so forth? As That was the only reason,
Q It wasn't the fact that it was s headache?
A It was my headeche,

Q@ You mean that their conduct was such that it resulted

n your gettimg & headache? A, Yes,

Q Just when did that take Place? A, Shortly before
the Board closeds I didn't keep 1t in mind,
Q@ How long did that continue? A. How long did it

jcontinue?

Q@ How long did it take Captein Torpey to chase them all ‘

1
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out? .A. I couldn't tell you how long it took him to
chase them oute

Q How long did this gang hang around the polls that
day? A, They came in and out all days It is 2 publiec
barbershops

Q How many were in the place? A, I couldn't say.

Q@ It was pretty crowded all day? A. That place, if
it has three voters, it 1s crowded,

Q How many were in it when Torpey was called? Ao I
couldn't say.

Q Twenty-five or fifty? A, I couldn't tell you,.

Q@ But you lmew you had & headache? A, Thet is all I
know, |

BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ VWhat was the headache from; too big a day's work?

A  There 1s plenty of work, any member of the Board,
and people smoking eand everything, and it is hote.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q Did Kelly make any attempt to have the place cleened

~ jout durlng the day? A, We always try to make everyonews=

Q@ I am asking you about Kellye Ae He did,

Q@ You had hangers-on almost all day, people hanging

lBround there almost all day? A4 They always doe

Q@ Do you know who they were? A, No, I don't,.
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Q What would you think they are there for, to sneak in
vote every once in a while? A, I couldn't tell you, Mr.
Wiener, They certainly didn't do it while I was there; I
told you before,

Q Did they do 1t while you were out? A, I don't
know anything about that,

Did they tell you to leave when they wanted to do tha

Noe When I was hungry and 1t was lunch time I just

Q How many times that day did you get hungry?

A The same asz any person that is healthy,

Q You are rather fortunate in being healthy.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q VWhen you are away, Mr, Mertin is the other Republican
member? A, I don't knowe I couldn't tell you what he
doess I don't know what goes on while I am out of there.

Q Did somebody tell you what was wrong when you came?

A I am not saying that anybody told me anythinge As I
told you before, I can't account for anybody else on that
Boards I am up here to account for myself and no one olsé.
BY MR. WIENER:

Q You are doing very welle A, I cen't remember

rnything else than that what I actually do,

Q@ You only tell what you know? A. I don't know

Pnything because I never got anything from anybody and I em

[
|
1
|
a
|
|

l
;
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Just t;lling you what I actually saw go on, of my own

free will, not what anybody else tells me, because I was poor
end T am still poore I am getting nothing from nobodye.

Q You have a lot of company., I don't see what should
meke you think that you got anything from anybody .

A When I hed nothing I had to go on relief.

Q In other words, you say that the only time this place
was cleaned up was just about closing time, when Captain Torpdy
of the Jersey City Police Force called? A, I don't ¥mow
vho he was,

Q Otherwise, there was the hangers~on in end out all
day long?_ A There was,

Q How big is this place? A, It 1s a very small
Place,

Q What did you do when they started to count the ballots?
A What was that?
Q@ What did you do when they started to count the ballots),
or what was your job in the counting of the ballots?

A I tallied the sheets

Q@ Who tallied with you? de Mr, Gangemi.,

Q@ That was when everybody was chased out? A, Yes,
Q@ And the boys went to work? Your Job was to just

?ark them off as they were called? A, Yes.

Q How were they called? Straight Democrats, stralght

epublicans? Were the ballots all divided? A, Whatever hr
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called I marked down,
Q Were the ballots called by party classification?
A No, just as they came out of the box he called them.
Q About how long did it teke to count these ballots? |
A I got out of there at eleven ofclock, between eleven |
and halfepast, !
Q VWhen did you start? A, . At exactly elght o'clock,

when the polls closed,

Q@ And you say that you quit a little after eleven?
A T diq,.

Q It took you a little over three hours to count th&se l
ballots? A. It dide |
Q@ 525 ballots? A. It dide It might have been later, i
but it was around that time, anyhow,

Q Who else was tallying? A, John Gangemi,

Q@ Did you disagree during the count? A, In what way?!
Q Did you ever get to the stage where he had one more

I
than you or you had one more then he did? A, Yes, Once or |
twice we had to make up, He had a few more than me, and we s

Were looking at the stubs that were strung up.

Q@ You went back and counted over? A, No; the ballot,

pefore they ere strung, they are marked, ‘
|
Q In other words, if he had a total of 200 and you had |
§O, and he had--= A, It was never that bad.

Q@ We haven't come to enything bad yet. When you disegreed*
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you express yourself== when you disagreed you went back and
counted thé total number of ballots? In other words, if he
was one short you just gave it to Moore? Aj The ballots
that were strung we did not give to anyone., If you look at
the sheet you will see they are counted by five, and there 1is

& number on the top that tells you how many is tallied.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Did any voter ask for another bellot? Was there any
ballot spoiled in that district? Ae What do you: meen? |

Q@ Did any voter spoil his ballot and come back and get
another one? A, Not that I know, They don't do those
things, that I know of, They never done it before, I don't
know why they should do it now.

Q Were you giyen any instructions as to your duties as
member of the Board, when you went on the Board?

A Noe As I told you, I was supposed to be the inspector)

That 1s what the members voted, and this Mr, Martin, as I sald|,

he was new. He didn't know just whet to do, He asked me would

I please do the writing,

Q@ You have been on it now three yeears? A Yese

Q@ And you have acted as clerk before, have you?

A Yes,

So that you kmow the duties of clerk? A. Yes.

Q
Q Heve you acted as judge? A, Noe
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You have acted as inspector before?

Always inspector?

The first time that you went on this Election Board

A,

supposed to be done?

you know your duty?

I have,

worker, I suppose?

BY MR, WIENER:

Ao YOSO

bers of the Board?

Lo

one way or the other.

A,

Not personally.

down there we knew our duties,

I hed been on and off the Board

served as an election Board member ?

Yes,

It is,

A,

A,

Q@ You have been, as you say, since 1932

Yes,

A, Yes,

| dld you ever ask for or receive instructions as to your

duties as a member of the Board? . Did the County Board of

As we all sat

Q@ The first time that you ever went on the Board did

around the

Q These are the only three years that you have ever

Q@ And in the other years you would act as a party

Q@ 1Is this the official telly sheet (showing the witness

Q That 1s your signature on it, and that of the other

Q When these bellots were called off was every neme

877

Elections, for example, ever tell you or teach you what was

since 1982. I am working around the polls, and when times are

dull-~ I was in the Sixth Ward or Pifth Ward; always working,
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called individuelly? A. No. He just said, Mstraight
Democrat %y straight Republican.”

Q@ And you marked all the’way down the line%

A I just marked as he said,

Q How many spoiled ballots did you have? Did you have
any? A, 1 don't remembers I can't keep everything in
mind, I told you, Mr. Wiener,

Q Don't you remember him calling any ballots which were
part Republican and part Democrat? A, I don't remember,
Q What kind of neighborhood is this district? What 1s
the type of papulation? A. They are mostly Itallan,

Q Frenk Dominick Spaldi, running for the Assembly on

the Republicen ticket, got 18 votes, as every other member of
his ticket got, except Senator Clee, although it 1is aﬁ Italian
district; and on the Democratic ticket Peter Artaserse and
Benedict Beronio, two Italian gentlemen, received 506 votes,
Which 1s exactly identical ‘with the other 16 candidates?

A I can't vouch for the votes.

Q@ Will you look at that, please? I want you to refresh
your recollection as to the ﬁéﬁner in which this sheet was
marked and the circumstances under which it was marked, and
fell the Committee whether this was an honest count of the
Ballots in the box? A, Mr. Wiener, I told you before I

marked down every ballot that was called out to me, as 1t was

called,

£ -
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Q And you want this Committee to gelieve that every
Democratic candldate, with the exception of the Governor,

got 506 votes? A, I don't expect anyoné to believes I am
Just telling you what actuelly happened,

Q [ILikewise we turn down to the Republican ticket, and
every member of the Republicen ticket, about 17 in number,
with the exception of Clee, got 18 votes, As That 1is what
they called out and that 'is what I marked.

Q@ And the great office of Justice of the Peace, Nat
Gordon, on the Democratic ticket, received 506 votes, as mahy
as received by the other members of the Democratic ticket,
except the Governor? A, Whatever hils mark 1s just as it
was called,

Q@ You don't remember any aplit tickets being called?

A If they called any it would be on there,

Q@ There 1s nothing on the tally sheet which designates
tween split and s%raight tickets? A, In that I say if
there was any called out you would see it right there,

Q Usually when you call "straeight™ or "split* you have
fthem marked differently? A. Absolutely.
Q ; You keep a separate record of the straight and a

arate record of the split, so they should be here?

A I em telling you I just marked as he called them.

Q@ You kept no separate records of the splits and no

-
&
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separate record of the straights? A, How could I?
Suppose that there is no separate records?

Q In other words, you had your head down and all you
did was to hear and not see?

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ You say that you just marked straight along as they
called out "Straight ticket"? You just marked all the way
down to the bottom? A, Just as they called, "Democrat" |
or "Republican,*” *

Q. You sey that you d14n's count the straight tickets |
seperately? A, I don't get just what you mean. If he
called out “Straight Democrat” we marked "Straight Democrat"
with now=

Q@ Some Election Boards, Mrs. Delfino, when they come to
a straight Republican ticket they take a suitable place |
somewhere on the tally sheet and mark “Straight,” "Straight |
Republican” and "Straight Democrat® and then they string this!
out here (indicating) end then they mark individually the
‘split tickets. Do you see what I mean? A, No, I don't,

Q@ The reason that I asked you, and why I thought you i
might know something sbout this is because on the vote for i
John W, Sweeney you have got two sets of crosses, and this }

(indicating) ends here at 231. You have that at each one?

|
A Eech one, yes, sir. : |
|
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Q And you went all through just exactly-=

A (Interrupting) As it was called,

Q@ And the thing miraculously totals up to 506 for eeach
Democratic member? A, Mr, Young, if the men is calling,

ngturally I mark as he calls oute If he calls just

Democrat or Republican, naturally it is golng to come to onew=
BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ In other words, you say that 36 out of 38 candidates,
divided in their respective political divisions, got éxactly
the same number of votes, when there were 525 cast?

A That is the way they called them out,

Q There was no time during the evening when Mr. Kelly
said, "Let us give all except the Governor 506, and let us
8lve Moore 504, and let us go home“? A, Mr. Kelly does
not run the plece. ‘

Q@ He doesn't? A, No, he doesn't,
Q@ Who did he run? A, I told you the things were called
out just as he saida.

Q@ Did you receive any instructions, as to your quota,
j83 to how many votes you were supposed to get for your candidabe’

there, Senator Clee? A, Yese I think he said 64,

Q 64 votes for Senator Clee? Did you vote for

enator Clee, by the way? A, I did.

Q@ I ask you to look at these béllots. What kind of a

1llot would you call that? Ae I would call it a split
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ballot,

Q@ ILook through all the others.
MR. YOUNG: Here is a tally of the votes for |
five Republican members of the Assembly and five

|
|
Democratic members of the Assembly, and for all i
|

other Democratic candidates, That is a split ballot,
THE WITNESS: As I told you, I wasn't i
watching the ballotss The other man was watching thei

ballots.

Q@ Do you remember when Mr, Kelly was calling the ballots?
A YQSQ

Q@ Do you remember him at a&ny time calling a split balloT?
Did he ever say "Split ballot"? Ae No,

Q@ Do you remember at any time having taken down the

|
|
|
|

five Democratic Assembly candidates and immediately thereafte%

five Republicans? A, What do you mean? The ballots? ;

Q@ Did Mr. Kelly read this ballot off in this fashion?t |

Moore-~ A, (Interrupting) No. He would Just look it over

ulnd sald, "Straight Democrat" and "Straight Republican,™

@ That is about all he said? Ay ers.

Q@ Split ballots were not even counted? |

A No, I wouldn't even mow when they were counted or not!

Q@ Now, Mrs, Delfino, you stated that Mr., Kelly called

{the ballots off there, "Straight Democrat® or "Straight
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Republican"? A, He did. _ |
BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ And that sheet over there is your writing, is it
(indicating)? A. Yes.

Q And that shows that there are 506 votes for every one
of the Democratic assemblymen, of which there are 12, and it
shows 18 for each of the Republican essembly candidates?

A Yes,

Q And it shows 497 for Moore and 27 for Clee?

A Yes, |

Q@ And these marks on here (indicating) were made as a |
result of what Mr, Kelly, the chairman of the Board, said?

A What Mr. Kelly called out,

Q And this would mean that he qalled 506 Democratic
votes for the assemblymen, 497 for Moore and 27 for Clee, |
and 18 for the rest of the Republican assemblymen? A, Yes.!

Q Are you sure that you didn't meke eny mistake in
@utting these marks here unless they were_called out by t he
Judge? As I didn't put any marks unless they were called
jout by the Judge.

MR. PALESE: Isn't there another tally sheet?

MR. WIENER: Yes,

MR. PALESE: Who made the other sheet$

THE WITNESS: That is Mr, Gangemi .

L MR. PALESE: The first is the same as this?
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THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,
BY MRS. SANFORD: |

Q@ 1Is he the Democrat? A, Yes, i
BY MR, PALESE:

Q@ If there are 30 split ballots, either you made a
mistake in putting the "X" or the judge of elections msde a
mistake when he called the tickets out? Ae I just marked
what he celled.

Q@ You are sure that that 1s the truth, whatever he
called you made that?

MR. WIENER: She made that very plain., She
sald that Mr, Kelly called nothing but the straight

Democratic or the straight Republicen tickets. He

never said, "This 1s a split ballot." They couldn't
t possibly call the split ballots andizxzten out of :

there by 11:15 or 11:20, whenever they did. i
BY MR. WIENER: |
Q@ Mrs, Delfino, do Jou remember where you were when these
ballots were erased? Will you look at them? I show you all

these ballots, where the straight Republicen ticket in slmost

pvery instance 1s erased for the benefit of the Democratic

ticket, , |

MR. PALESE: You see the erasures yourself? |

THE WITNESS: Yes,

Q@ Do you see them all the way down? A, Yes,
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©o ¥ &

Q

Q

A

Q

no erasers at all on the pencils in the booth and no
erasers around the booths et all; in fact, in the place I saw

none at all,

stated sometimes when Mr., Kelly and somebody else went into
the booth, one would walk out sometimes before the ballot was

completed or there wasn't enough room?

it, and when they walked in, naturally, three people, you
know, the booths are fulle. Naturaelly, I had to stand right
outside the booth, and when the man turns his back to me

naturally I can't see.

:{han there was a commotion just before you started to count

le ballots? A. That I couldn't say.

jcounted and came right in succession, when they were counted?

Did enybody ask you for en eraser during the day?
Nos
Did you see anybody use the eraser? A, No, I didn't

Do you recollect this taking place? A, There were

Let us go back a minute. Do you recall that you

Yes, the place 1s too small for three people to be in

Then you went out and left the voter in the booth?
When he sald he wanted a Democratic vote I went out.
You don't know how those erasures could have been made
No, I don't,

Do you think it happened when you had the last riot,

Do you happen to know that these ballots were all

7.
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A No, I don't,
Q 220, 221, 222, 223, 224; that 1s, they are all in
sequence. Most of these ceme together (indicating). You
don't remember seeing them? You didn't look at any ballots?
A I didn't,.
Q@ You didn't mark them here (indicating)?
A No, I didn't.
Q@ When that so=-called riot took place, you don't know
just what happened? A. No, I couldn't say.
Q@ You don't know why the riot was staged at that
particular moment, do you? A. No,
Q If anything like thet happened in those few hot
Loments, you probably would not have noticed it anyhow?

A No.

Q Mr. Kelly was reading off these ballotse Did he,
t any time, call the attention of the Board to the fact that
[hese ballots were erased? A, No, he didn't,
Q@ Did you know that on the face of each ballot there is
g statement of law which says, "Don't mark this ballot in any
pther manner then above provided for, and make no erasures.,
phould this bellot be wrongly marked, defaced, torn, or eny
prasure made therein or otherwise rendered unfit for use,
return it and obtain another™? A, I remember that, but I

Saw no ereasures,

Q@ Was there ever a vote on the Board, on any of these
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nine erased ballots, a3 to whether the function of the voter

|
was to erase, or whether a mark was made by some other person?

A I couldn't says I didn't see the erasure until now. ?

MR. YOUNG: Mr, Wiener, what does the law
provide as to erased ballots? Does it provide that 1#
is void?

MR. WIENER: It is vold unless it is the
intent of the person to so erase.

At one time, before Chief Justice Brogan, we
were ready to bring in ten persons who made stetements
thaet they had voted in a certain district where we
recelved three votes, and we offered to bring them
before the Chief Justice, and he refused to give us the
opportuﬁity.

Q@ I show you what purports to be ballot number 516, which
is marked as a straight Democratic ballot, and torn 1enghhﬁise
in three par£s. Do you remember that ballot?

A No.

Q@ Do you rémember one box being completely filled with

jroted ballots, and when the second box was opened up this

pellot was in the bottom of that box, and the men from the

,; perintendent of Elections had an argument with Mr. Kelly

bout this ballot, and he grabbed 1t and tore it up?

A  Thet was the ballot thst one of Mr, Ferguson's men

€ Upe
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i

@ Still and all we find it on the string, marked as 516,
end duly counteds I don't know whether 1t adds that way,
but it 1s on the string and it 1s not merked "void" as it
should have been, and it has evidently been treated as a
perfectly valid ballot.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ What was the occasion for tearing it up? |
4 I think I remember that; one of the voters came out,
with theballot, with that open. I told him to plea;e fold
1t. He refused to fold it. I think the deputy .tore ity

BY MR. WIENER:

Q Wasn't this the ballot that was found in an empty
box, and one of the deputies found it in there? It was

never supposed to be 1ssued to a voter? A, That I don't

remember .
Q@ You don't remember that? A, Noe
Q Do youremember in the recount, that as the result of
the recount Senator Clee gained 19 votes, to increase his
total from 27 to 46? A, I read it,

MR. SCHWARTZ: I think it 1s objectionable.
After all, I don't think it i1s a proper question to
ask this witness.

MR. WIENER: I think Mr, Wiener is the best

man to testify to that,

Q@ And Senator Moore originally had 497 votes, and after
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the recount he lost 27 and received 470, making a varlation
of 36 votes? A, I told you, Mr. Wiener, I marked what was
called to me, Anything after thet I just read in the papers,
Q@ Who checked oh Mr, Kelly's count? A, What do you
mean, "Who checked on Mr. Kelly's count™?

Q Who watched him call off the ballots?

A There was two of Mr. Ferguson's deputies in beck of
him,

Q How much trouble did they have? A, I don't recollect
anything they had.
Q@ During these riots they were pushed around quite a bit?
A They were still left in the place.
Q You mean they were left alive? Is that what you mean?
A They were still in the place,

Q Can you asccount for any commotion or anything else,
because everybody seems to have voted correctly down there?
Wes 1t due to the fact that a few people made a mistake and
voted the Republican ticket, that caused all this trouble? i
A I can't answer that because I don't know,
Q@ Did you ever see these two ballots before (indicating)?®
L em now showing you two ballots which apperently had a bullet
%ote for Senator Clee in blue pencil, and thereafter, by means
pf a black pencil, the straight Democratic ticket was voted?

A I told you, Mr. Wiener, I didn't see any of the ballots.

[ was taellying,
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Q Did Mr. Kelly call the attention of the Board--
A (Interrupting) I just told you I just marked down
as he called out the ballots. I can't tell you enything
about theats |
Q@ Did Mr. Kelly at any time say, "No vote for Governor
; or the rest of the Democratic ticket"? A, He didn't say
anything, to my knowledge. :
' Q He just called "Straight Democrat™?
A T marked as he called,
; Q Did he at any time during the day call out a vote
for Clee, and the rest for the Democrﬁtic ticket; a split
ticket like that, Clee, and the rest for the Democratic
, ticket? A. Yes, that happened.
Q VWhen did that happen? Ae Whenever there was & vote
for Clee and the rest of the Democrats. |
Q@ Did you examine any of these ballots? A, Just now‘?|
Q The one with the blue pencile &4 I told you before
I didn't see any of the ballots before,
Q Did you see this blue pencil mark (indicating)? }
A Yes, |
Q Do you see these marks here (indiceting)? |

A Yes, T do. |

Q@ You have a blue pencil there, ﬁnd there you have

bleck pencil, an spparently different marking, and in your

three years! experience as a member of the Board would you say
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the seme person and same pencll were used &s on another part

of the ballot? A, Not if it is blue.

Q@ Look at the type of “Xs%

-

A "Xs" don't mean & thinge When I em in & hurry I make

all kinds of "Xs? You could never tell the same one is mine

again, J

Q Then you don't know how these two ballots were counted?
A I couldn't say about these two ballots. I couldn't |
which ballots,
Q@ Do you remember Mr, Kelly stating, as to any particulsar
that no governor was voted for or could be counted?
A No, I couldn't.
MR. YOUNG: We are going to adjourn until next
Wednesday morning, Mrs, Delfinoe We appreciete your
coming over today and hope we have not tired you out,
but we are going to ask you to come back sgeln next
Wednesday at ten o'clock.
THE WITNESS: I will do my best, I have a
family to keep, too.
MR. YOUNG: If we find we don't need you, we
will send you word,
MR. MURRAY: I think you ought to impress on

this lady~-

MR. SCHWARTZ: I wish you would do this, take

into consideration the fact that she earns $15 a week;|
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she has three children to keep 6n that, and that she
wlll be docked for todey's time, as well as for any
other day that she may be brought back here,

THE WITNESS: That 1s not true, any politics,
es Mr, Wiener trys to say. I was on relief, aad
everybody, to be put on, had to apply for employment
at 571 Jersey Avenue, In 1935 I put in an application
for employment,

MR. YOUNG: What office is that?

MR. SCHWARTZ: The State Labor Department, ;

THE WITNESS: I epplied for work there. That 1is
the usual procedure.

MR. SCHWARTZ: The rule in Jersey City was--

THE WITNESS: They give i1t to those who sut
their application in for employment, not as Mr.
Wiener salde I didn't get 1t through anybody.

MR. SCHWARTZ: It 1s rather a hardship for her
to lose $3 a day,

MR. YOUNG: I am simply telling you, if we send
for you next Wednesday you will have to get back. |

MR. MURRAY: She has to come back unless she is

told not toe

THE WITNESS: I understood that that is what Mr.

Young is telling me; if I am not needed Mr, Young will |

notify me. |
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MR. MURRAY: You will be needed,

THE WITNESS: I think Mr., Wiener made the
statement that the woman holds the bag. I hope he 1is
not trying to have me hold the beg,

MR. WIENER: I want to compliment you on
coming here, in comparison with the people who did not
have the guts to céme heres

MR. YOUNG: Thank you very much.

THE WITNESS: I thank you, tooe

(At this point Mr., Wiener called out the nsmes
of Chris J. Kelly, James Martin, and John Gangemi,
and in each instence there was no response.)

MR. YOUNG: We will adjourn to ten o'clock

Wednesday, February 23,
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MEMORANDUM OF SPLIT BALLOTS OF THE NINTH
DISTRICT, THIRD WARD, JERSEY CITY, NEw
JERSEY, AT THE GENERAL ELECTION ON
NOVEMBER 2, 1937,

Bellot Number Explanation

51 shows a vote for Mr. Moore, for Beronio, PesinJ

Szadkowskl, AJamian, and Wilson on the
Democratic Assembly and the rest of the
Democratic ticket, and for the Republican
Assembly candidates, Thomas, Law, Brennen,
Witzgall, and Stuhr.

a vote for all of the Republicen candidates
through the Assembly, none for the Republican
freeholders and none for the Boulevard
Commissioners.

straight Democratic ballot 2ll the way through,
except that, Norman Wllson 1s cut and Frank
Dominick Spaldli on the Republican Ticket is
substituted in his place.,

straight Democratic ticket all the way through |
except for the fact that Harry E. Bischoff 1is

cut on the Democratic Assembly and Frank

Dominick Spaldl 1s substituted in his place
streight Republican ticket through the assembly
except for the fact that Mex Felnberg of the
Republican Assembly ticket 1s cut in favor of
Peter P. Artaserse, Democrat. There are no

votes for the freeholders or Boulevard Commission-
ers on the ballot

carries votes only for Lester Clee, George L.
Miles, Republican Senatorial candidate, and
the first two of the Republican candidates for
assembly, namely, Erickson and Hassard,

e vote for Lester H. Clee, Republican, Edward

P, Stout, the entire Democratic Assembly

ticket, the entire Democratic freeholder ticket,
and a split vote for the Boulevard Commissioners,
one vote going to Venderbech, a Democrat, and
one to Taft, Republican,




Bellot Number Explanation

274

270

267

257

254

227

228

238

494

475

468

freeholder candidete, Thomas J, Fleming, and

a stralight Democratic ticket except for two
places on the Assembly ticket where the
Democratic candidates " Malloney and Artaserse
were cut, and Republican candidates Hassard

and Spaldl received votes. |
strelight Democratic ticket through the Assembly,
without any votes for freeholders or any other'
candidates, ‘

straight Demoeratic ticket except that there 15
no vote for Edward P. Stout, candidate for ,
Senator. .
atraight Republican ticket except that there LJ
no vote for George L. Miles, candidate for
State Senator.

straight Republican ticket except that there ié
no vote for George L. Miles, candidate for I
the State Senate. !

has three bullets on it, one for Mr. Moore,
one for Benedict Beronio and one for Frank
Dominick Spaldi, and no other vote. .

has four bullets on it, one for A, Herry Moore,
one for Benedict Beronio, one for George L. i
Miles, Republican candidate for State Senate,
and one for Frank Dominick Spaldi, Republican
candidate for Assembly.

a vote for Lester Clee, George L, Miles, on
the Republicen side, and straight Democratic |
tkrough the Justice of the Pesace. '

straight Republican ballot except for the
fact that the candidetes for freeholder are
omitteds There are four candidates for
freeholder.

& vote for Clee, Miles, and the remainder
stralight Democratic.

a vote for Clee; no candidate for State Senate.
Stralght Democratic Assembly, only one

no other vote,




Ballot Numbepr

Explanation

218

50

32

ne2

a7

F54

Voted for Lester He Clee, George L. Miles,
and the first five Democratic assemblymen,
Walker, Maloney, Artaserse to Beronio, and
the first five Republican Assemblymen,
Erickson, Hassard, Weber, Spaldl end Thomas,
end no other vote for either party.

strelght Democratic ticket except that there 1ig
no vote for Edward P. Stout, candidate for the
State Senate on the Democratic ticket, -

straight Democratic ticket except that there is
no vote for Edward P, Stout, nor for E. Normsn |
Wilson on the Democretic side.

Voted for Lester H, Clee and George L. Miles,
end for Harry J. Erickson, Cornelius Hessard,
and Arthur Weber for Republican assemblymen
and & line is thereafter drawn through all the
other Republican names.

Straight Republican ticket through assembly;
n o vote in elther perty for the freeholders
and other offices.

Straight Republican ballot all the way through
except that Republican assembly cendidates
Erickson and Law are cut in favor of Democreaetic|
Assembly candidates Artaserse and Beronio.

straight Republican ballot all the way through
except for the fact that there is no vote for
the state Senate, and thet the Republican
candidates for assembly, Erickson and Brennan
are cut in favor of Artaserse and Beronio.

Straight Democratic ballot 81l the way through
except that Peter Artaserse, candidate for
assembly, is cut in favor of Dominick Spaldi,
Republicen candidate for assembly,

votes for Harry Moore, Edward Stout, Harry
Bischoff, Thomas Fleming, freeholder cendidate, |
John Sweeney, freeholder candidate, and for |
one out of the two candidates for Boulevard
Commissioher, Mr. Vanderbach belng cut on this
ballot.



Ballot Number Explanation .

158 straight Demogratic ballot all the way through
except that Benedict A. Beronio, Democratic
candidate for the Assembly, i1s cut in favor
of Frank Dominick Spaldi, Republican candidate.

161 has a cross in front of the name A, Harry Moore
and Edward P. Stout and Thomes Glynn Walker,
Thereafter, all of the Assembly candidates and |
the first three freeholder candidates have a |

line drawn through the box in front of their
name, and & cross in the square by the name of
John €, Sweeney; a big cross covering both
boxes agalnst the namesof the Boulevard |
Commissioners, and a vote for Nathan Gordon.

'y

p24 bullet vote for Lester H, Clee.

432 straight Democratic except for the name of
Nathan Gordon, which is not voted,

565 straight Democratic except that it carries no
vote for John C. Sweeney, Board of Freeholders,
to fill e vacancy.

295 straight Democratic except for Nathan Gordon,
whose neme 18 not counted. |

PS straight Democratic except for Nathan Gordon.

1 bullet votes-for Harry Moore, Edward P. Stout, I

and the two top members of the Democratic
Assembly, Walker and Maloney; no vote for eny
other member.

83 straight Democratic ticket except that Maurice Al.
Cohen of the Democratic assembly ticket was cut |
and Frank Dominick Spaldi was inserted in his |
place and the Republican.

85 straight Democratic except for Nathan Gordon,
: who received no vote,
95 stralght Democratic except no vote for Nathan
Gordon _
:
166 stralight Democratic except that Peter Artaserse

of the Democratic Assembly 1s cut for Frank .
Dominick Spaldi of the Republicen Assembly, ‘ ‘




Ballot Number

898

Explanation

171

191

straight Democratic except that the vote is
for Clee instead of Moore, and they cut
AjJamlan of the Democratic assembly without
placing anyone in his place,

straight Democratic ticket except that there
is no vote for Thecla Kleffmann, candidate
for Boulevard Commissioner,
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JOSEPHINE DELFINDO, having been
previously sworn, resumed the stand and testified as
follovs;

BY MR. MURRAY:

Q Mrs, Delfino, you testified the other day, I believe,

that you were a Republican member of the Board in the Ninth

District, Third Ward? A, I am,

&) Just what were you on that Board? You had a meeting

of that Board when you organized, didn'*t you?

A Yes,

Q What were you elected, on that Board? A. Inspector.

Q Inspector? A, Yes, '

Q Did you act as inspector in the Primary preceding this

election? A, No, I didn't.

Q You didn't act as inspector in the election, did you?

A I was voted inspector, but, as I told you before, on

account of the new member of the Board--

Q I didntt ask you that, Please answer my question,

A No, I didn't,

Q You didn't act as inspector? A, No, I didntt.

Q Who told you not to act as inspector when you went in

jon that election morning? A, No one at all.

Q@ VWho told you before you came there?

A Nobody.

Q@ VWhy didn't you do as you were sworn to do? A, It helf
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up the vote, when the man is nervous and didn't know wvhat to

do.

I Q VWho decided that? A. Among ourselves,

| Q Who suggested that? A, The members of the Board.

|That was my worker.
Q That was your worker? A. This Mr. Martin; he just
sald he was nervous and I offered to take that,

. Q You took Mr, Martin's place? A, I did. I offered

{to take that.

| Q Did anybody suggest that to you? A. No.

Q@ You knew what you were sworn to do? A. Yes,

Q@ How long had Mr. Martin been on? A. That was his

{first time, his first year.

J Q How long had you been on? A. I was on this Board
|

Three years,

|

!#ince 1922,

Q@ You have always been a Republican? A. Always,

| . |
l Q How long have you been in that district or neighborhood?

| A BSeven years, :

Q You had some trouble holding your Republicanism?
‘ A Not that I know of.

| Q You didn't? Never? A, Not that I know of. If you

can refresh my memory-- I couldn't remember,

Q@ Are you sure you didntt? A. I didn't; unless you

can refresh my memory.
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up the vote, when the man is nervous and didn't know what to
do,

Q VWho decided that? A. Among ourselves,

Q@ Who suggested that? A, The members of the Board, |
That was my worker,

Q@ That was your worker? A. This Mr. Martin; he Just
said he was nervous and I offered to take that.

Q You took Mr, Martin's place? A. I dida. I offered
to take that.

Q Did anybody suggest that to you? A. No.

Q@ You knew what you were sworn to do? A, Yes,

Q Hov long had Mr. Martin been on? A. That was his
first time, his first year,

Q How long had you been on? A. I was on this Board
three years, '
Q You have always been a Republican? A, Alwvays,
Pince 1922,

Q How long have you been in that district or neighborhood%
A Seven years,

Q You had some trouble holding your Republicanism?

A Not that I know of.

Q You didn't? Never? A. Not that I know of. If you
can refresh my memory-- I couldn't remember,
Q Are you sure you didn't? A. I didn't; unless you |

can refresh my memory.
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Q Didn't you ever get into any argument down there?

A Any argument?

Q About your Republicanism, being out for some
Republican candidate? A. I just don't get you,

Q You get the question. A. I know I was out for
Clee. That is all there was to it.

Q I mean before Clee. You say that you have been down
there about sevean years? A. I have been living there seven
years and nobody ever asked me what to do.

Al I ask you, didn't you have some trouble with Democrats
down there because you were a Republican and you were out for
the Republicans? A, I don't remember,

Q Before you got on the Board? A. Like anybody else,
they asked me what I was, I said "Republican.”

Q Didn't you have fights? A.' No.

Q Didn't you have a;guments? A. T didn't,

Q ﬁov did you come to get on the Board? A. Through
Mr. Charles Kilmurray,

Q In fact, it was through Mr. Tom Rollins?
A Yes.
Q He is dead now? A, Yes.

Q Whom did he bring you to see before he put you on the
Board? A. He didn't bring me to see anybody.

Q Are you sure? A, I am positive,.

Q@ What did he say to you? A, Just nothing. He saild
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to me, "Mrs. Delfino, now that you moved in this district,
would you like to be on the‘Board? There is a vacancy.”

I told him, "If they think I will do, I will gladly work for

you,"
Q How long have you been living in that district?
A Seven years. '
Q You have been on the Board for three years? A. Yes,
Q How long was Tom Rollins the leader there?

A I don't know ﬁow long he has been leader there but he
only lived two years after I got on the Board,

Q You knew him a long while; I mean, two or three years
before you got on the Board?

A I knew him but not to speak to.

Q fbu wvere in that district two or three years before
you were put on the Board? A, Yes,

Q It wasn't just after you moved into the district that
they came to you and said, "Now that you live in the district
ve will put you on the Board"?

A I was asked long befofe but I didn't do it. I was
 sick. it vas by Mrs., Lena Vesper, She is now deceased.

Q VWas that at the time that Rollins was the leader?
A Yes.

Q Didn't you ever see Rollins? A. I don't know just

_fhov this all worked out. I had been living in the Fifth

Wsrd, or the ward I was living in, and I moved and when I came

]
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|

, |
there she asked me would I like to work there, and they would
|

say where 1t would be. Y : l

Q And you saild no? A, I had been sick. '
Q Dia Rollins go to your house himself and ask you |
vhether or not you would like to be on the Board? t
A He didn't come to the house, I met him on the street!

I

Q . You were looking for him? A, No. !

Q He asked you? A. In the beginning they asked me.
After that, when they wanted fo run me for Committeewoman,
I said I would rather be on the Board,

Q fhen you were put on the Board? A, I was put on.

Q ﬁow long after he spoke to you were you put on the
Board? | A, I can't remember.

Q About how long, a year, two years? A, I don't

know; I can't remember the time.

&l 'You can't remember the time? A. No, I can't.

Q Was it the following election that he put you on the
Board? A. It might have been. l

Q Don't you know? A, I can't remember,

Q@ How long have you been on the Board? A, T told YGT’
three years.,
Q You remember that? A. Yes,
When did you go on? What year? A. 1934,

Q
Q This is 1938, and you were on three years?
A

Yes.




Josephine Delfino 905

Q Did you serve in 1934, November? A, I dia.

Q@ And 193517 A, No, I was off in 1935.

Q You were off in 19357 A, Yes,

Q@ Why? A, I was off in 1936, They asked me to run
for Committeewoman, and that was it,

Q Who asked.you that? A. Mr, Kilmurray.

Q Did you run? A, Yes, I did.

Q Didn't you have some argument in 19367 Don't you
remember? A, Argument about what? I can'!t understand
wvhy I should have arguments.

Q About politics. When you were running down there
for Committeewoman in 1936, the year that you got off the
Board, didn't you have some argument down there? You dig,
didn't you? A. What way do you mean? Those arguments
go on in any polling place.

Q You had an argument? A. In just what way. I
can't understand. VWhat do you mean?

Q Didn't you have some argument with Democrats?

A Why should they argue with me? ‘

Q I am asking you if they didn't, A. I had no
arguments with anyone.

Q Did you have an argument with Democrats; not with
Republicans? A, I didn't have any arguments with anyone,

Q Who was the Democratic committeeman in this district?
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MR. EDWARD SCHWARTZ: I think, in all of this
testimony as to this line of cross~examination, and
that is what it i1s, as to what might have been two
or three years ago, the manner in which this woman was
appointed, her personal character, and whether she had
any fights, 1s certainly beyond the purview of the
resolution authorizing this Committee to act. I
think this should stop. I don't see why this witness,
who has come in to volunteer all the information she
Possesses, should be harassed in the manner in which
she 1s harassed,

Who was the Democratic committeeman in your district

hat time? A. Daniel Turi. In the beginning, Louis

Did Mr. Meloro talk to you and ask you if you would
Araw? A, I live in Mrs, Meloro's house,

I didn't ask you that. A. The only time I see Mrs.
0 1s with the rent.

Didn't they send someone to you to ask you éo withdraw
1itteewoman? A, They didn't,

How did you get on the Board again? A. Through Mr.
urray.

You did not stick, did you? A, I did it to favor Mr,
E . |
E | {
After that you were put back on the Board? A. Right,
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Q I believe you have served ever since, and that leaves
-l three years since you have served? A. Yes,
Q Who took your place as a member of the Board; do you

recollect? A. I think it was Peter Spadora, I don't

recollect the other man's name, I couldn't remember the

other man's name.
Q Did you say that you now have a position on the WPA?
A Yes, sir, I have, ‘ J
Q How did you come to get that? A. I registered down [

in Jersey Avenue in 1935, and at that time they put my son on%

Q Who did? A. The relief; when that went through
they just came personaily to the house,.

Q Who came to the house? A. The policeman came from
the office of the relief. I think ihey put everyone that
was eligible to go on. I asked him, if he could go onm, |
so that if the boy could get work I could stop and he could go
to work. They said, "You sign. It is best for your boy to
go on.” Then I went dovn to Mr. Lynch. éhe boy had a dis- |
locate& shoulder, and I asked if I couldn't take his place.
He said, "No," but the first chance there was of a vacancy

on the WPA I would get 1it.

Q What year was that? A, A year ago.

—g—

Q I thought you said it was 19357 A. I registered in 1955.

Q VWhen did your boy go on? A. I just don't remember

{ when the time was, but the first year, and the first month thby'
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Q VWhen did you go on?

Q 193T¢*

Q How o0ld was your boy when he went on? A, He is 22

Q How o0ld is he now?
Q VWhat date?

qQuestions,

Q Yes.

Yes, it was.

No, I am on now.,

MR, SCHWARTZ:

put in WPA workers, the boy was the first to go on.

When did your boy come off, or is he still on?

A. Sometime in June or July,

vhen they were putting the others off.

now, I don't remember how long he is on. He 1s 22 now,
A, He i1s 22 now.

A, July 9. Must I answer personal

I will advise Mrs, Delfino at

this time, by virtue of the ruling of the Court of

Errors and Appeals, to refuse to answer any questions

about her personal life, anything except what hax to

do with public matters,

MR, MURRAY:

This has got all to do with the

makeup of that Board and the reasons why certain acts

wvere done.

MR. YOUNG:

As I understand the situation, we

It was after that year that you ran for committeewoman?

are not particularly interested in when her son got on I

the WPA,

We want to find out when she got on and why.,

|
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Q VWhy? That is it. A, I can tell you why.

MR, SCHWARTZ: I submit that the question
should be asked that way and let the witness explain.

Q When will your boy be 22 years old? A, July 9.

Q VNext July 9 he will be 227 A. Yes,

Q When you got your place on the WPA, what preliminaries
did you have to go through before you got it? You had to
get a letter? A, I told you I went down to Mr. Lynch,

Q VWith the letter? A, No. He was the Supervisor,
Through Mr, Kilmurray. He said to go down there and find out
if I could go on. I did this last year. I went down
there last year and Mr, Lynch said he would put me on at the
first possible chancé there was., I went down to Mr. Lynch
several times, I didn't see him personally. I saw others
who may have had something to do with it.

Q Whom did you see? A, I couldn't say. I asked to
see Mr, Lynch, In a place like that you can'!t see the man

you want to see, They don!t show you. It is a new project,

like any one else, and I don't need any political pull, There
Jare colored people and people who cannot speak English.
Politics had nothing to do with it,

Q I am glad you think so. Mr, Kilmurray sent you down
{there? A. He sent me down to Mr. Lynch.

Q@ Didntt Mr. Kilmurray give you a letter?

A He did.
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Q You had a letter? A, From Mr, Kilmurray.
Q You didn't go down there just by yourself?
A Absolutely not.

Q VWho was the letter from, that you had? A. The
letter was closed when I had it.

Q You know who it was from. A. The letter was given
to me closed and I gave 1t to Mr,. Lynch.

Q@ You know who the letter was from, don't you?

A I am telling you the letter was closed.

Q I am not asking you whether the letter was closed.

A It was a closed letter.

Q You knew from whom that letter came? A, Mr.
Kilmurray sent me the letter,

Q You know who that letter was written by, don't you?
.A I have nothing to do with that.

Q I am not asking you whether you have anything to do with
that. I am asking you: Did you know who gave that letter to
Mr, Kilmurray? You knev,.didn't you?

A I can't testify who gave it to him, Mr. Kilmurray gave
it to me.

Q@ You know wvho the letter was from, A, I don't know
rho the letter was fron. Mr, Kilmurray gave it to me.

Q He told you who it was from? A. He gave me the

letter closed.

Q@ He told you whom the letter was from? A, He just
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told me to go down and see Mr. Lynch.

Q When he handed you the letter he teld you who the
letter was from? A. He Just told me to gb down to Mr,
Lynch.,

Q Answer the question. A, I can't only tell you
what actually-- i
Q Please answer the question. When he gave you the

letter he said, "Bring this letter to Mr. Lynch or Merrill
Ramsey," or vhomé;;r_you werg to see down there? |
He told'you who the letter was from? A, He did not. !

Q He did not? A, He did not. | I

Q VWhom did you see? Mr, Lynch? A. I saw Mr. Lynch |
personally.

Q He opened the letter? A. Yes, he did, and read 1it,

Q@ Then you found out what it was? A, Yes.,

Who was it from? A, Mr, McGovern,

Which McGovern? A, Philip McGovern,

Q
Q
Q In the Third Ward? A, I don't know where he is fro*.
Q@ You know Philip McGovern 1s in the Third Ward?
A T beg ynui pardon, I don!t know Mr..McGovern at all.
I will fake an oath. |
Q And you have been living seven years in that Third
Ward? A, I never went to anyone for favors,
Q@ Where does Philip McGovern live? A., That 1s the

truthful answver., I would not answer; I would not think of
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telling-=

Q Do you know Mr, McGovern today? A, No.

Q Do you know whether he lives in the Third Ward?

A ﬁo. A

Q What did the letter say? A, He said to me, "Mrs,
Delfine, what happened to your boy?" I told him he dis-
located his shoulder. He said, "Where is he now?" And I
said, "At home," so he said, "I aﬁ sorry, I can't ao anything

at all for you just yet. The first opening there 1é you

can get it,"
Q Did ﬁe read the letter? A. Yes,
Q Did he read Mr. McGovern's name? A. He must have,
Q ﬁid he read the address? A. No, he didn't,

Q@ Did you know that Mr, McGovern is the Democratic
assistant in that ward, assistant to Mr. Sullivan, the Hague
leader in that ward? A, Yes,

Q@ Do you know that? A, Yes.

I would have to wait for a WPA job. Just because Mr,

McGovern spok€e- more than one woman went on way before I

did.

Q You didn't go on until after you made the run to be
|Republican committeewoman? Right? A, Just a moment.

I Q@ Is that right? A. It was after that.

Q Then you didn't run for committeewoman any more, and yo

Q That is how you got on the WPA? A. For three years |

_._ﬂ_ T T ————
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went on the Board? A. I adid.
Q After you were on the Board Mr., McGovern, who is

assistant to William Sullivan, the Hague leader in the Third

Ward, gave yoﬁ a letter, which letter you took down to the
WPA, to Mr, Lynch? Right? A, Yes,
Q After that you were put on the WPA? A, No, sir. I
just got on the WPA less than a month ago.
Q You were put on after that letter? A, Yes,
Without registering, or a relief number, I would not have got
on.
Q You did not, however, all that timew=-
MR. YOUNG: I thought she testified that she
got on the WPA Jﬁne 6r July of last year.
THE WITNESS: That is when they took the boy.
No, sir} I juﬁt went on the new project that just came
on now.
Q@ How long was your boy on? A. He was on the WPA
first,
=) When did he go off? A, I told you, in June or
July of the past summer.
Q@ He went off? ‘ A. He went on and off. Any time
they lald anybody off they laid the boy off. When they need
them they recall them. They laid them off three or four

fweeks at a time.

Q When did he first go on? In June? A. No, I thinﬁ
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| Q What year? A, I just don't remember that.

I
|
|
in September or November, when they first put them on.
Q 1936? A, Yes, it must have been 1936,
Q He went on in November, 19367 A. I don't know

whether it was November or not. Whenever this project came

on. |
Q I mean November or October, or sometime in 19367 i
A It was, !
Q He would not have been 21 until the following July? |
A Right,
Q So he went on the WPA before he was 21, isn't that righ%?

| A I dontt think the age has anything to do with that,

| Q How long was he on, Mrs, Delfino? I don't mean

|

|

|
that he would be laid off in betéeen. How long was he on? !
Until the past summer. |
Up until 1937, sometime in the summer?
During the summer,

When was the last time that he worked on the WPA?

i think in July of this last summer,

July? A. Yes, I know they were laying them off,

And nobody in your family was on at all?

> © © P o©o P o0 P

No.

Q Nobody was on last November, on Election Day; nobody

- Working at that time,

|

I

L |

from your house was on the WPA? A. No. My girl was ‘
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Q How old is your girl? A. 8She is twenty.

Q Twenty®? A, ~Yes, sir.

Q So that it vas after November- ‘hefore Election Day
the boy was put off, and you were put on after you took that
letter? After you took this letter from Sullivan's
henchman you went on? A. Yes., Almost two years after.

MR. YOUNG: May I interrupt? I understand
that all the members of the Board have been brought
here by Colonel Kimberling, and that one of the
members has had é misfortune.

MR, ROBBINS: I don't like to interrupt the
proceedings--'

MR. YOUNG: All we want to know 1s about this
particular one.

MR. ROBBINS: He is desirous of submitting to
the jurisdictiaﬁ of‘this Committee, and I may say,
most respectfully, to this tribunal that this man,
whom I represent, will only be sworn and will not
testify, on advice of counsel.

MR, PALESE: Let us wait,

MR, ROBBINS: I thought you wanted to
eliminate the return of this warrant directed to
Colonel Kimberling to bring these men--

MR. YOUNG: Of course, this man is under your

counsel, and I think that the Committee will be willing
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to let him go if Mr. Robbins--

MR. ROBBINS: We want to submit to the
jurisdiction of this tribunal, and I will stipulate
with this tribunal now, if it is the intention of this
Committee to cite these three men before the General
Assembly tonight I will assure thlis Committee that
the three men vili appear before the General Assembly
tonight.

MR, YOUNG: ‘Wé are trying this case., If it
is the dispositibn of the Committee to let him éo now
they will let him go. Which man is that?

MR, ROBBINS: Mr, Gangemi,

MR. WIENER: I would like the Colonel or the
Captain to bring fhis particular member before the
Bar so that this Committee can instruct this prisoner,
wvho is in the hands of the State Police, to return
here at a date to be set by the Committee.

MR. ROBBINS: I am trying to expedite matters
and not embarfaés this Committee,

MR. PALESE: Where are these prisoners?

MR. WIENER: Captain Nichol, will you please
produce the-ﬁrisoners? I want to call the attention
of the Board to the fact tﬁat these men are under
criminal warrant, and that they should be brought

fofvard in the same manner in which it is done in any
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criminal proceeding. I demand that they be brought
forward and presented t6 this Committee,
MR, PALESE: Let us wait until they are asked.
MR. ROBBINS: I thought I would cooperate and
help this Committeé. I am very anxious to do so.
MR. PALESE: You didn't help us out the other d+y.
MR, ROéBINS: They are not in the same status
today as they fere the other day.
MR. YOUNG: We want to at least get Mr. Gangemi
on and have him refuse to answer the questions,
BY MR. MURRAY:
Q I just want to ask you a few more questions, Who
spoke to you and suggested that you give up your place?
Did you say that you were the inspector or the judge of the
Board? A. The Inspector.
Q@ Do you knov vhat the duties of an inspector are, on
-1 Board; A. This was the first year I was inspector. I
think they go acéording to the older meﬁﬁer, if I am not
mistaken. ‘
Q I didn't ask you how they become--
A (Interrupting) This was the rirét year I was inspector,
g Dé you know vhat‘you are supposed to have done, as
inapectér? A. At the end or after everything was over?

Q@ I mean right from the beginning. A, As a rule, the

;Ehspector just stands there and hands out the ballots and callr
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out the numbers.

( Q VWhen the tallying is over do you know what the é
inspector is then supposed to do?

A He marks the ballots, strings them.

Q ﬁho calls them out? A. The judge.

Q@ You were not the judge, were you? A. No, sir.,

Q@ You were inspector, not Chairman? A, That 1s right,
Q@ VWhile you were stringing them you had a chance to look

over the ballots? A, Absolutely.

Q After the Chairman would call out the votes that

were supposed to be on the ballot, then it would have been

handed to you as inspector, open? A. Yes,
Q \ And you are supposed to fold it and mark 1t?
A And string it, yes, sir,

Q You gave up that position where you could sit down

~ |pnd look at it? A. I never sat.

Q@ Well,stand, if you prefer. But where you could look
at them you knew that was your duty, as inspector? |

A Yes, sir.

To look at it and string it and mark it?

Yes.,

And you gave up that position and went as a clerk?

I di4.

As a clerk you had no opportunity to look at the vote?

No, I didn't,

P o » © > ©
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All that you did was to mark down what they called out|?
Yes, sir.
Who did you say took your place as inspector?

Q

A

Q

A Mr, James Martin.
Q@ The Ather Republican member? A, Right,
MR,

BY YOUNG ¢

*] ﬁov did you come to get the letter that you took down
to the WPA headquarters? A, .Through my executlve, Charles
lilmurray; Republican executive 6r the Third Ward.

| Q You went to him and said that you want‘to get on the
WPA? A. Yes, I always went'to him for everything.

; Q He told yoﬁ it iould be necessary to get a letter?

A ﬁo. He just said to me, "I will see what I can do for
you, and if I can'!t do anything i will notify you," so this
letter was sent by mail; in fact; in another lettef to me

he told me to please go down to the WPA office. Then I think
they were on York Streef, and I asked to see Mr, ﬁwnch;

Q And the letter from Mr, McGovern was not at your

'_ #ars'onal solicitation? A, WNo, sir,

Q@ All you did was to ask for a letter,to do whatever

he could for you, and it was his own actfito speak, that took
to McGovern to get the letter?

A Yes, sir, I really didn't know what was in the letter

ﬁtntil it was read to me.

MR. SCHWARTZ: When did you get this letter?
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MR. YOUNG: When did you get this letter?

THE WITNESS: This was in 1936s The boy had
already beeﬁ on a few months, and playing football
he dislocated his shoulder. As I said before, when
you don't appear you don't gef paid. I thought it
would be best for the boy to do somethiﬁg. I had
worked all my life, I thought it would be best for |
the boy to do something to give us a decent life, I
went up to Mr. Kilmurray with that statement, "Do you

think I can get on instead of the boy?® And Mr.

Kilmurray offered to do just as I told you. He made
no promise whateoever, because nothing ever materializéd.

(At this point a recess was declared.)

-
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CHRISTOPHER J, KELLY, being duly sworn
haccérding tbliaw, testified as followsi
I MR. YOUNG: Mrs. Delfino, if you care to go

you can. ﬁe ha#é no furthe; questions for you.
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:
Mf. Kelly, wﬁét is your full name?
Christopher Joseph Kelly.
Where do youﬁlive? A. 388 Monmouth Street,

Where do you work? A. Margaret Hague Hospital,

O o o PP o

ﬁhat is your job? A, Utility man,

Q@ VWere you the member of the Election Board of the
Third Ward, Ninth District, Jersey Oity, on November 2, 1937,
vho read the ballofa? '

A I refuse to answer on advice of counsel, That goes

for all.

MR, YOUNG: That is sufficient. The
Committee has alrea&y decided that that Question 1is
proper.
Q I take it that yoﬁ are about to refuse, or you do re=-

| fuse, on advice of counsel, to answer any question pertaining

{to your conduct as an election officer in the Third Ward,
'f Ninth District, on November 2, 19377
A Through the advice of counsel, I do.,

Q Why? A. Ask Mr. Robbins,

MR. ROBBINS: The order was directed to
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Colonel Kimberling to produce these men before the
Committee to testify today-- ; \
| MR, YOUNG: And they refuse to testify.

’HR. ROBBINS: For the purpose of the record,

I submit, for this tribunal, the position and the step
that counsel takes--

MR. UIEﬁER: I suggest that Mr. Roﬁbins read
the warrant, because the warrant instructs the State
Police to produce this man to answer this complaint,
"and to be further dealt with as the law directs.”

’ MR. ROBBINS: May I ask the tribunal just vhat
is the intention with respect to these members?
Perhaps I can save time and cooperate with the Committee,

MR, PALESE: What is that?

MR. ROBBINS: Just what is the intention of

the tribunal with respect to these three men?

MR, PALESE: For them to answer the qQquestions r
propounded.

MR. ROBBINS: On their refusal to do so,
Just what position does the Committee take, so that I
can cooperate with the Committee?

MR. PALESE: Did you cooperate with the Committee
the other day when you sent one of these individuals

home?

MR. ROBBINS: That is an unjust and unwarranted
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statement. You are dealing in hearsay. In all
fairness to the members of the Committee of this
sovereign statee-~

MR. YOUNG: Did you send someone home?

MR; ROBBINS: As a matter of fact, I advised

some not to testify when they retained me as counsel.

MR; YOUNG: You told them not to answer the
subpoena ?

MR. ROBBINS: Am I being subjected to an
inquiry?

MR, YOUNG: No, no. You told these individuals,
when they were ssrved with subpoenaes to appear here
to not respond to those subpoenaes? |

MR. ROBBINS: You are offering things that
are not varranted.' I told you, when I took the position
as counsel, I advised these men that in my opinion it
was not necessary for them to testify.

MR. YOUNG: As a result of that they did not
- respond to the subpoenaes.,

| MR. ROBBINS: I assume that that is the reason

they did not respond. Gangemi advised me Friday that
his child had been very seriously 1ill.

MR, YOUNG: Now you want us to tell you what we

are going to do with these individuals?

MR. ROBBINS: I am willing to dispose of the
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matter, if you are going to make a complaint,

MR, GIULIANO: Maybe you ought to have Mr,
Robbins sit up ihere and tell us what to do.

MR, WIENER: For the purpose of the record,

I wish that you, Mr.”Chairman, on behalf of the
Committee, in accordance with the statement made,

to provide now an official order to the Superintendent
of the State Police to hold Mr, Kelly in his custody.

MR. YOUNG: I didn't put it in the form
of the order but I think that is your duty, Colonel
Kimberling, and I request you to do so.

COLONEL MARK 0. KIMBERLING: Everybody is
ahead of me, to put it éo. I éonsider that our duty
has been performed when we delivered these prisoners
to your custody, at eleven o'clock, in compliance with
the order. If there 1s anything further you want us
to do I wish you would make an official record of it
so that we will be legally right.

MR. ROBBINS: If you make that an order I will
have no 6bjection to 1t.

MR. YOUNG: That is fair. It is a matter of
1 record here, A

MR, WIENER: It is already on the record,

MR; ROBBINS: All right, you are now in the

custody of Colonel Kimberling.
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JOHN J. GANGEMI, being duly sworn according
to law, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:
Q What is your full name?
A John Joseph Gangeﬁi.
Q ﬁhere do you live? A. 340 Second Street, Jersey
City.
Q Where do you work? A, I am a stationary fireman
in the Hudson County Power House, Jersey City.
Q Howv long have you been employed in such capacity?
A About four years.,
Q VWere you the inspector in the Third Ward, Ninth
District, in Jersey City, on November 2, 19377
A I refu;e to answer on advice of my counsel.

MR, YOUNG: That, I think, is sufficient.

We have already determined that question to be a
proper question;

MR. WIENER: I take it that on advice of your
cougsel you will fefuse to answver questions put to you
concerning your conduct as a member of the Election
Board of the Third Ward, Ninth District, on November
2, 19}7?

THE WITNESS: That is right.
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BY MR. PALESE:

Q Mr, Gahgemi, were you served with a subpoena to be
here last week before this Comm;ttee? A.' Yes.

Q And were you here last Friday? A. No, sir.

Q@ Who told you notiznsver that subpoena?

A ﬁobody told me not to answer the subpoena.

Q ' Why weren't you here in response to that subpoena?

A Because my lawyer, Mr, Bennett A. Robbins, his opinion
vas that I didn't have tq testify, so I thought if I didn't
have to testify I wouldn't show up, so I went up to take
care of the kids.

Q = Did he tell you, after you exhibited the subpoena to
him, that you were not to appear here before this Committee
in response to this subpoena?

A No, sir.

Q@ Then why weren'!t you here, as you are here today?

A Because his opinion vas I didn't have to testify, and

{I thought it best not to appear if I didn't have to testify.

Q When did you see Mr. Robbins about the subpoena?
A The following morning I got in touch with him,
Q@ What do you mean by that? Saturday morning, the day
fter the subpoena was served on you?
A I was served at night, Thursday night, and I seen my

sel Friday morning.

MR, WIENER: Mr, Chairman, I make the added
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request that this man be officilally held, and that
the same order be issued to Colonel Kimberling to
retain this man in his custody.

MR; YOUNG: The same order.

J A u ES MARTIN, being duly svworn according to
law, testified aé follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

What 1s your'full ﬁame? A, James Martin,

Where do you live? A,302 Fourth.Street, Jersey City.
- Where do you work? A, ‘I work on the WPA.

What project? A. A street project.

H L © oL ©

Where 1s this project? A. In Union City.

Q Did you tally the votes in the Third Ward of the Ninth

stricé on the evening of November 2, 1937?—

A I refuse to answer that on advice of my counsel.,

Q Why? A. Because I have gone over it with him and I
am of the same opinion.

Q You mean that you told him what happened on Election Day
, therefore, you can't tell what happened?

A I did not, I refuse to answer it.

' Q@ Why should you be afraid to answer this question?
MR. YOUNG: All right, he refuseafto answer,

The Gomuittee has already determined the question to be

a proper question.
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MR, WIENER: All right, I will put a formal
Question to this gentleman, too.

Q I take it that on advice of your counsel you now re-
fuse to angwer all questions which may be put to you concern-
ing your conduct as a member of the Election Board of the
Third Ward, Ninth District, Jersey City, on November 2, 1937?

A Yes, sir, v .

BY MR. PALESE:

Q Mr, Martin, were you here last Friday in response
to the subpoena? A, Yes, sir,

Q VWere you in this courtroom? A, No, sir., The courts
room was locked.

Q _What time did you come here that morning?

A About 9:30.

Q@ Had you seen Mr., Robbins before you arrived here
that morning?

A No, sir, I didn't.

Q Did you know Mr, Robbins before that time? A,I met him

'goncé before, yes, sir.

,g Q Did you retain Mr, Robbins to represent you?
; I did.

Where? A. Right here in the lobby of this court housle.

Had you talked to him before that morning?

> © © B

To retain him?

No3 had you talked to him before that morning, for him

>
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to represent you last Friday?
A Oh, no, no, not to represent me, not before then.
Q How did you know that you wanted to see him for the

purpose of representing you?

A I had been here fully-- Wwell, Qquite a while. i gcti
here about 9:30 and out in the lobby there was some talk abouﬂ
the two Democratic members not appearing here, and I thought |
I would retain Mr. Robbins as my lawyer, so I went over and
spoke td him,

Q Did you show Mr. Robbins the subpoena that had been
served on you? A. No, sir, I didn't,

Q@ Did he ask you whether or not a subpoena had been
served on you to appear before this Committee?

A No, sir,

Q Did he know that you had been served with a subpoena?

A Yes, he knew that,

Q But you didn!'t show it to him? A. No, sir,

Q Knowing that you had been served with a subpoena

to be here before this Committee, Mr. Robbins told you

to go home? A, He did not, no, sir.

Q@ Why didn't you stay? A. It was his opinion I didn't
|have to testify, and I to;k it upon myself.
Q To do what? A, Just to leave.

Q Didn't he suggest that you go home? A, No, sir,

just retained him and left him after that. |
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He said you didn't have to testify? A. Yes.

Q And as a result of that you just left the building

and went home? A. That is right, yes, sir,

MR. YOUNG: I make the same order in this
case,

MR. WIENER: The same order to Colonel
Kimberling that this'man be retained in the custody
of Colonel Kimberling?

,MR‘ fOUNG: Yes,

MR, ROBBINS: May I ask Mr, Young for how long
a time these men will be in the custody of Colonel
Kimberling?

\ MR. WIENERt Until they are arraigned and
bail is set.

MR. ROBBINS: That is all right. The statute
provides the mannef 1ﬁ which they are to appear before
any tribunel for the purpose of arraignment and bail.

MR. YOUNG: The statute, Section 52-13-3 of

Revised Statutes; states that "Any witness who refuses

to ansver any qQquestions decided by the Committee to

be proper and pertinent shall be guilty of a misdemean$r.f

MR. ROBBINS: May I suggest to you the position
that Mr; Gangeml is in, and the refusal to bring these

men before the General Assembly, that we immediately

arrange with the County Judge to bring them before him
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to arrange for bail. l

MR. WIENER: That will be done as expeditiously|

as possible,
MR, YOUNG: We have to adjourn by 12:30, and ’ t
I think we may as well adjourn now, i
MR, WIENER: Will you please make an announce-
ment ? ‘
MB. YOUNG: All other witnesses under (
subpoena will please come back when notified, I
expect that that will be on Friday. |
MR. WIENER: Friday at ten o'clock. %
|
MR. YOUNG: May I have a formal authorization
to sign the complaint? i
MR, PALESE: I move that Mr. Young be authorize&,
to sign any necessary papers to properly arraign these!
three individuals before the court.
MRS, SANFORD: I second the motion.
(Motion carried.)
MR. YOUNG: That motion being carried I will '

stay here,
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CHAIRMAN YOUﬁGz One of the Committee suggested
that I read this teleéram into the record. I sent a
telegram to Rabbl Werner, who it was testified did
not live in the Ninth District of the Third Ward,
although his name had been voted from ihat district,
asking him if he would come down last week and
testify. I received this telegram-- incidentally,
collect-- addressed to Henry Young, Jr,, Chairman,
Legislative Investigation Committee, 744 Broad Street,
Newark: "Your ﬁelegram to Rabbl David Werner, 25
Mulberfy Street, Providence,Rhode Island, referred to
undersigned. Rabbl Werner convalescing from recent
operation. Because of doctor's order impossible to
be in Newark, New Jersey, on Wednesday, twenty-third.
Rabbl Werner is willing to give testimony by
deposiﬁion or affidavit to thg effect that ‘he did
not vote in Jersey City on November 2nd, 1937. Reply
as to what céurse you desire to pursue.”
S8igned "Philip B. Goldberg, Attarney-foé Rabbi Werner,

36 Exchange Place, Providence,"
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|
|
|

ROSE VELARDI, having been duly swornﬂ
|
MR, WIENER?$ May we have a receipt prepared
for this box for Mr, Ertle.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: He 1s going to stay here, isnt't

he?

MR, ERTLE: I am going to stay here, but I
would like to ﬁave a receipt for my records of the !
delivery of the box here. I recelved a receipt from
Mr, Young when I took the box back.

(Discussion.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, MURRAY: |
Q | Mrs, Veiard;, what is your full name, please? !
A Mrs. Rose Velardi.
Q What is your husband's name? A. Jamgs Velardi.
Q Where do you reside? A. 309 Third Street.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Jersey City?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
Q Is that the Ninth District of the Third Ward?
A Yes, sir,
Q And are you the Republican Committeewoman in the Ninth
‘UDistrict of the Third Ward? . A. Yes, sir.
' Q@ Were you present on Election Day in the district, last
'gElection Day, November, 19371% A. Yes, sir,
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Q ‘At the General Election? A, Yes, sir.

Q VWere you there all day? A, Yes,

Q@ What time, about, did you get there in the morning?

A Well, my husband left 7:30, I guess, Quarter to eight.
He was there eight o'clock. I had to dress the children,

and I was there about 8:30, quarter to nine.

Q . Who was there when you got there, do you recollect?
A Everyone was there.

Q The four members of the Board there? A. Yes, sir.
Q@ Do you know the four members of the Board?

A Josephine Delfino, Willie~~ I don't know his last

name.

Q Gangemi, do you mean? A. Yes, and Kelly and John
Martino.

Q@ Kelly was there? A. Yes.

Q@ Who were at the books? What were each one of those
doing when you got there, do you‘recollect?

A I guess there was voters there.

What was Kelly doing, do you remember?

Q

A Kelly vas at the box there taking care of the ballots.

Q@ As they were handed by the voters he took the ballots
and put them in the box? A. Yes.

Q@ VWere you a challenger there for the Republican
andidates? A. Yes, sir,

Q You were a challenger? A, Yes, sir,
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Q@ Had you credentials? A, Yes, sir.

Q Did the Board know that you were a challenger?
A I guess so.

Q Did they ask you? A. Yes, sir,

Q

Did you show them your credentials? A. Yes, sir,

Q Did you see any deputies there from Mr. Ferguson's
office? A. No.

Q You didn't see any. Were you there in the evening

vhen they started to count the ballots?
A Yes, sir,

Q@ Who was at the box? VWhich one of the members of the

Election Board was at the box taking ballots out of the
box? A, Mr. Kelly.

Q@ And did hé take the ballot out of the box and open
it and call out the names that had "X's" alongside of their

names? A, Yes, sir,

Q He was the one that was supposed to do that, wasn't he+

A Yes, sir. |

Q And he did take theballots out, did he?

A Yes,

Q@ And at least pretended to call out the names of the |
arties against whom the "X's" were supposed to be? }
'; A That is right. | .

Q@ And were you watching him? A, Yes, sir.

Q And did you observe whether or not Mr. Kelly correctly(
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called out the names of those voted for on the particular
ballot that he had in his hand? A, Not all of them.
Q@ Did you look at every one? A, Yes, sir.

Q And what did you notice, if anything, while he was
calling out, for instance, the name of Moore or Clee or
anyone else that was voted for, supposedly voted for on the
ballot? In other words, did you notice::ny time by
looking at the ballot which he had in his hand and by
listening to what name he called out as having been voted for
on that particular ballot, did you notice any discrepancy
or any difference in the one who had an "X" alongside of his
name and the name which Kelly called out.as having been voted
for? A, That 1s true,

Q@ What did you observe? A. He called Clee'!s votes
for Moore.
He called Clee'!s votes for Moqre? A, Yes, sir.
Mr. Kelly, & member of the Board? A, Yes, sir.,
And you were looking at the ballot he had in his hand?
Yes, sir,
You saw that ballot was marked for who for governor?
Clee,

And you heard Mr. Kelly call that Clee vote for whom?

e i Rl - TR T > R = R o

For Moore.
Q@ For Governor Moore, Senator Moore. And vhat did you

do or say when you noticed him doing that? A, I put a




Mrs. Rose Velardi 938

stop to 1t; I started an argument.

Q You protested and told him that was wrong, right?
A Yes, sir.

Q Did he correct it or leave it go at that time?

A He corrected it and then they continued to call out the
" [ballots until I noticed another thing wrong. |
Q@ Another Clee vote? A. Yes,

Q And he called it out for Moore? A. Yes, sir,

Q Did you protest again? A. Yes, I aid.

Q@ Did you have some arguments with them on account of itﬁ
A Yes, I did.

“Q And how often did you do that? Did you do that five !

'Ir slx times or more on Clee votes that he calied out for
oore? A. Not five, but about three or four times I
ess there was an argument there.

Q@ Then what happened, if anything? What did any of the |
berslof the Board, or did any-- by the way, was the
ocratic committeeman around there then?

A Yes, sir,

€@ Who is the Democratic committeeman in that district?
A Daniel Turi.

Q@ He was fhere? A, Yes, sir,

Q Did he say anything to you when you protested against

actions of Kelly calling out votes for Moore when they

pe actually marked for Clee? A. Yes, sir,
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Q VWhat did he say and what did he do?

A The other argument was that Kelly had gave Den Turi
a Clee ballot for Moore and he put it in his pocket. So I
put a stop to him., There 1s where the argument started.

Q Will you please repeat that? TYou mean that Mr, Kelly,
the Judge of the Board that was taking the votes out ==

A. fes, sir,

Q@ And there was another Clee ballot came out and he
called Moore? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ And you protested? A, Yes, sir,

Q And.then Mr. Kelly gave that ballot to whomf

A To Dan Turi.

Q is fhat the Democratic committeeman that you speak
abéut? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ And he did not give it to the inspector and mark it
and string it? A, Np, sir, he gave it to Dan Turi.

Q@ What did Dan Turi do with it then?

A Put it in his pocket, .

Q@ The Democratic committeeman put that ballot in his
pocket? A. Yes, sir,

Q Did that raise any disturbance or did you protest

gainst that? A, Yes.,
Q@ What happened then? A. There is where the other
rgument started, and he called me aside.

Q@ Who d4id? A. Daniel Turi called me aside,
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me to let him do what he was doing by taking Clee's ballots
for Moore, and I refused, and he offered me the money and I

still refused.

he still had the ballot? A, Yes, sir.

Then what happened? A, And he tried to talk it into

He offered you money? A, Yes. |
Mr, Turi, the Democratic committeeman?

Yes,.sir.

That is who you are talking about? A. Yes, sir,
He offered you money? A. Yes, sir.

Did he offer you that money right there and then while

He still had the ballot in his pocket? A. Yes, sir.

How much money did he offer you? A, PFive dollars.

Did you see the money? A, Yes, sir,

Did you notice it was five dollars? A, Yes,

Then what happened? Did you take the money?

No, sir,

Too bad you didn't. Then what happened? What did
when you refused the money?

He tried to still tell me to get the money to go and

buy myself a palir of shoes, and I still refused. So being
jmy husband was there with me during the day, I called up nmy

jhusband and told him how Dan Turi was trying to sell me off -~

off, which I refused, and my husband also responds that

“;_refuses. So Den Turi saw that, he didn't say anything
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else. He said, "Then you don't want 1t?" I refused, and I
said no. So we Qent out of the room, ané as we were inside,
the first thing you know the Captain came in and had us put
out.

Q Just a minute, please, Did Mr; Turi have this
ballot in his pocket all that time? A, Yes, sir.

Q Then when you refused, where did you go? Did you go
outside near the Judge of the Board again?

A Yes., '

Q Right near the ballot box? A. Yes,

Q Then you say suddenly the police came in? A. Yes,

Q The Jersey City police? A. Yes, sir.
Q ﬁho wvas in charge of the police that came in, Captain
Torpey? A, Yes,
Q You are sure? A. Yes, that was the name,
How many policemen did he have with him?

Just one, and the one that stays at the box.

Yes.,

Q

A

Q fhere vas a policeman in at the box all the time?
A

Q Did he hear anything about this offer of money?

A

NO, sir.
Q Did he hear you protesting with Kelly about Kelly

ecalling Clee votes for Moore? A, No, sir, he just

liberately came in --
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Q No, I mean before the captain came, was that policeman
there, the policeman that was there all day or evening, was
he there when you protested? A, Yes, sir.

Q And vhat did he say, if anything? A. He didn't
say anything.

But he heard the argument, did he? A. Yes.,

What did Captain Torpey and the policemen do then?

» o ©

Just Captain Torpey ordered us all to go out.

Q@ Captain Torpey himself? A, Yes. He told us we
were not supposed to stay there, and ordered us out.

Q Who did he put out or who did he leave in? Did he
put you out? A, Yes, sir.

Q Was your husband there at that time? A, Yes, sir,

Q Did he put him out? A, Yes. |

Q@ You were a challenger? A. Yes, sir.

Q Did you tell him you were a challenger? A. Yes, sir.

Q You told Captain Torpey you were a challenger for the
Republican ticket? A. I guess he seen the challenger
Pin on me,

Q VWhen he was putting you out you protested with him you
had a right to bethere as a challenger? A. Yes, sir.

Q What did he say, if anything? A. He just told us
to go out, and he left, So I sent for Kilmurray.
Q But Captain Torpey deliberately put you out after that?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ And he put your husband out? A. Yes.
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| Q Whom did he leave in there; do you recollect who was

4
Willie and John and Kelly.

|
|
-
there after you were put out? A, Josephine Delfino and %
|
l Q@ The four elecfion officers? A, Yes, sir,
' Q Anjbody else left in there? A. No, sir, just the .| |
ifour. |
Q Was the policeman inside? A, The policeman was
'there, yes.

Q Torpey left the policeman who had been on duty there
inside with those four election officers? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ You are positively sure the only ones left in there
by Captain Torpey were the four election officers and one of
his policemen, is that right? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ You are positively sure of that? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ You did not notice any deputies of Ferguson there;-
or did you notice? A. There were deputies there but they
vere all outside, '

Q@ Everybody put out, you are sure of that, except the
four election officers and the policeman?

A Yes, I am quite sure.

Q Now, you were the county committeewoman of that district,
the Ninth District of the Third Ward, 1s that so, Mrs,
Velardi? A. Yes, sir,

Q And who 1s the county committeeman, the Republican

. jlcounty committeeman? A. Joseph Turco,
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Q@ Joseph Turco, is that correct? A, Yes, sir,

Q Do you know who the Democratic commlitteewmoman in that
district 1s? A, No, sir.

Q VWas the Democratic committeeman left inside there, do
you remember, by Torpey? A, No, I am sure Dan Turl was
outside too.

MR. MURRAY: That is all.

BY CHAIRMAN YOUNG:
Q@ You say that Mr, Turi had this ballot in his packet.
Did he give that ballot back to the members of the Board
before he was put out? A. To tell you the truth, I didn't
see, All I know, he took the ballot when they started the_
argument, and we were put out so soon I didn't see whether
he put 1t back or not. .
Q 8o soon after they came back from offering you five
dollars, you were put out and did not see where the ballot
was put? A, Yes.

Q@ Did you see him do anything to that ballot while he
d 1t in his possession? A. No, I did not. I just saw
ithat he put it in his pocket.
BY MR, MURRAY:

Q Just a few more questions. Did the Captain go right
Lvay or did he hang around for a while? A. No, he left,

'Q He left and left his policeman in charge? A. Yes, sir,
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Q@ Were you permitted to go back right away after the
Captain left? A. No, sir,

Q You were kept 6utside? A. Yes,

Q Did you get back at all? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ How did you get back? A, I seen that we were put
out; and I knew it was wrong, so I sent my husband for
Kilmurray and I told my husband to explain what happened,
wvhich he did. So he came back with Kilmurray and Kilmurray
came and had us put back again.A

Q VWhen you were permitted to go in, back into the
polling place, were there many ﬁallots left to be counted
or were they all counted, or what was the condition?

A No, there was just a few. You might as well say it
was over, So they started writing out the big charts.

Q It was practically over when you got back? A. Yes,

Q They started to fix up the tabulation sheet, is that
rigﬁt? ‘ A, Yes.

Q@ VWhen you were put out about how many ballots were
counted, do you remember? I think you said you had protested
three or four times on Clee béllots, is that right?

A Yes, sir,

Q - Do you recollect about how many ballots had been
jcounted altogether at the time you were put out?

A That I couldn't tell, because I was outside,

Q@ Between the time you were put out. Was it early in the
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count that you were put out? A, Well, it started about
ten, we were out near eleven o'clock, about an hour only.

Q They only started to count the ballots about ten?

A Yes, about ten or a little after.

Q They were finished at eleven? A, No, they were
not finished. That is when we were put out.,

Q About eleven you were put out? A, Yes,

Q Do you remember how many votes were cast in that
district on that day? Was it over 500, do you remember?

A No, it was four-something,

Q It was over 400, then? A. Yes, sir,

MR. MURRAY: All right, that is all.

o4
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committeeman in the Ninth District of the Third Ward in '

comnitteeman, or were you also a challenger there?

A That is how it started.

kT

JOSEPH TURCO, being duly sworn according

law, on his oath testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR, MURRAY:

Where do you live, Mr, Turco? A. 319 First Street,
Are you employed? A, Yes, sir, |
Where? A, Unemployed.

Oh, I beg your pardon. Are you the Republican

City, New Jersey? A, Yes, sir,
Were you on Election Day of last November, 1937,

Yes, sir,

Were you around there all day? A. Practically most

day . |

And vere you working there as the Republican

Challenger and committeeman.

You were a challenger? A, Yés, sir,

Were you there in the evening when Captain Torpey came |

into the polling place? A, Yes, sir,

And did Captain Torpey put you out or order the

policemen to put you out? A. He ordered everyone to go

|
He did not mention any individuasl names, he said all E
Delfino said she was sick, she had a headache wams

I am not asking you what Delfino said.
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Did she send for the police after she sald she had a

headache? A, No, sir.

Well, it didn't start that way. The police were in -.

They came in.

Captain Torpey of the Jersey City Police Department

came 1n with one or more aséistants, is that true?

Yes, sir,

You were in thefe then? A, Yes, sir,

And Mrs, Velardl was in there with you at that time?
Yes, sir,

And the four election members of that Board?

And the tvo deputiles.

Do you know them? A. If I seen them I know them.
They were there at the time the Captain came in?
Yes, sir.

They were put out with the rest of you?

No, sir, they were in there, the deputies were in

Are you sure of that? A. I am quite sure.
Are you positively sure? A, Bure,
Are you? A, I am sure,

Where were they standing? A. They were standing

right next to the box.

I thought you said that the Captain did not point out

y individuals, he said, "Everybody get out." A. No.
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He said, "Everybody out,”

Q Did everybody go out? A. They did not go out. They
had their badges on. |
Q Did you have your badge on? A. At the time I did

not.

Q Why didn't you have it on? A. I didn't think it

wvas necessary, it was all over,

Q It was all over? A. They were just counting the
ballots.
Q But it was not over, was it? A, It was not over,

Who told you to take your badge off, anybody?

Q

A No one. I took it off myself,

Q@ TYou saw your co-challenger there for the same ticket,
Mrs, Velardi, had her badge on? A. I don't remember her
having it on.

Q Were you watching ballots? A, Yes, sir,

Q Still the Captain put you out? A. Put us out,

Q Were you kept out? A. Outside near the window, I
istarted looking through the window.

Q Did you get in back again before Mrs, Velardi?

A I got in through the side door, I walked in, There 1is
h back entrance and I walked in there again,

Q@ And the police did not put you out? A, No, they were

| gone then, There was one policeman inside. He was writing

;lomething down. [
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Q Couldn't you get in the front door? A. No, sir,
Q Why? A. It was closed.
Q Was it locked? A. They closed it, And I did not
bother getting in the front déor, so I walked around back,
Q Was there another policeman outside? A. There
vas one'policeman.

Q At the front entrance? A. Yes, sir.

Q In the back entrance, where did that lead to?
A Right around the back, and I walked right in,

Q Right around the back of what? A, Right around the
back of the barber's.

Q Back of the store? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ You had to go in the side door, didn't you?
A I walked in the side door.

Q fou mean the door in the front of the house, is that
right? A. Yes, sir,
Q Was there anybody at the back door? A. No, sir.

Q Did you see anybody in the back room when you got
there? A, No, sir.

Q And nobody told you to get out?after you went in?
‘A No one told me to go out after I went inmn.

Q Why didn't you go in the front door? @A, I figured
they put us all out the front way, I might as well go back the
- |back way.

Q@ Did you try to get Mrs, Velardl in? A. I told her
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to vatch until I will go in the back way, so if I got in she |
can come 1ln after me.
Q@ How long were you in after Mrs. Velardi got in?
A Just a couple of minutes,

Q@ You were in there a couple of minutes before Mrs.

Velardi got back with Mr, Kilmurray?
A Kilmurray just came in.
Q You were only inside a couple of minutes?

A That is all,

BY MR. GIULIANO: , i
Q How many votes did Clee have when you were put out
of the place? A, About twenty-two.

Q He had twenty-two, How many votes were counted when

you were put out? A, I guess about 200 or 250.

Q@ How many votes were cast that day? ' ’

A I don't know that, I don't remember that number, %

Q 200, 300, 400, 5007 A. Altogether?

Q Yes. A. I don't remember, Four hundred and
something,

Q@ Sure it was not 5257 A. I don't remember the right

number,

Q Was it four hundred? A. I don't remember the right
number,
Q@ Approximately. A. That I couldn't say.

Q@ You are the Republican district leader and you mean to
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tell me you don'!t know how many votes were cast in the
district? How many votes were cast in the district?

A I don't remember the number I tell you.

Q Approximately. A. 450 or 475,

Q Suppose I tell you there was over 500, where did the
rest come from? A, There could have been. I don't re-
member,

Q You are Republican district leader? A. I don't
remember how many we took in,

Q You are the Republican district leader? A, Yes,

Q How long have you been a district leader? A, This
is the first year in.

MR. YOUNG: You were elected last year at the
primaries, were you?

THE WITNESS: The same ye=ar,

MR, YOﬁNG: How many votes did you get when you
got elected?

THE WITNESS: About a hundred.

Q They oniy gave Clee twenty-seven and you got a hundred!

A In the Primary he is télking about.

Q In the Primary you got a hundred Republican votes

and Clee only got twenty-seven, 1is fhat s0?
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BY MR, YOUNG:

Q VWere jou working for Mr. Powell or Mr, Clee in the
Priﬁary, can you tell ué that? l A, Mr, Clee,

Q@ Did you canvass your district for Mr. Clee in the
Primaryé A, Yes, sir,

Q How many did you find in the canvass you expected
to get for Mr, Clee? A. I expected to get about a hundred.

Q You expected about a hundred Republican votes?

A Yes, sir,

Q Now, the actual record of your district is that there
veré eight votes for Senator Clee and 92 votes for Senator
Powell in the Primary, do you remember that?
| A I remember it now.

You canvassed you district before the Primary?

No, on the Primary.

You canvassed your district before the Primary, did you?

» O »r» ©

Yes, I did.

Q As a result of that canvass you expected to find a
hundred Republican votes in your district?

A At least a2 hundred Republican votes, I got a hundred
IPrimary, I figured he would get the same thing.

Q@ 7You canvassed your district before the General

ection? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ You know who the Republicans are, do you?

A I had a slip of most of them,
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Q As a matter of fact, the actual count was how many
turned out in the General Election, do you know?

A I don't know how many turned out at the General
Election.

Q Didn't you check them as they came in to vote?

A No, sir.

Q You know your Republican voters in that district?

A I know most of them.

Q And you didn't check them off as they came in to vote?
A I dian't check them, no, sir,

Q@ And didn't you go out or send out any last call

cars to people who had not voted? A, I went out myself.

I went out and told them and they said they would be down.

Q How many altogether came in, do you know?

A VWell, I know myself about twenty, twenty-five I seen
Lome in.

Q You had a hundred, didn't.you? You expected a hundred?
A I expected around a hundred. Being I got a hundred in
khe Primary I expected the same thing in the General Election.
Q What happened to the other seventy-five?
A I don't know where they went.

Q@ Did any of them refuse to come out? A. They said
they would be down later and they did not come, some of them,

MRS. SANFORD: You think seventy-five of the

Republicans you expected did not come to the polls to

i




vote?
THE WITNESS: The majority did not come.
Q@ You say seventy-five Republicans did not come there?
A I wouldn't say seventy-five,
MRS. SANFORD: He expected a hundred and
seventy-five did not vote.
THE WITNESS: I expected the same thing I got
in the Primary.
BY MR. GIULIANO: '
Q Do you know how many votes Clee was given by the
official count of the Board? A. No.,
Q@ Didn't you make returns to the County Committee?
A Yes, but I don't know.
Q@ You don't know? A, I don't know.
Q VWhen the ballots were counted up to 200, Clee had
twenty-two? A, Something like that.
Q@ You know that? A, Around that number,
Q Around how many did the Board give that you reported
to the County Coomittee? A. That I don't know.
Q@ You don't know? A, I don't know the number,
Q@ Would you say it was twenty-five? A. I am taking a
guess at 1it,
Q@ What is your guess? A, About twenty-five to thirty.
Q Between twenty-five and thirty? A, Yes,

Q And vhen you left only 200 ballots, about, hdd been

Joseph Turco | 955 | '
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counted? A. Yes,
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Mr, Turco, you then knew, didn't you, that is,
immediately after the count was over, how many Republican
ballots had been cast for Clee? Even 1f you have forgotten

it today, you knew then how many votes had been cast for Clee!

e

A That is wvhat I told him, about twenty-five or thirty
while I was there,

Q@ I mean when the members of the Election Board read
off the count you knew how many votes they had counted for
Senator Clee? A, I didn't remember the number, but I was
surprised when they did count them off,

Q Did you hear them read off the results in that district
after they finished the count? A. I did hear them read
the result.

Q Then you knew at that time how many votes Senator
Clee had received? A, I knew then, but I don't recall now.‘
Q Did you follow the fecount of that district?
A Keep counting?

Q That district was recounted after that, did you know

MR. OSMERS: During the recount after the
election. You know they had a recount in Jersey 01tyi
THE WITNESS: I know they had a recount,

Q@ You don!'t know wﬁether they recounted your district

.  not? A, No, sir.
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Q You are a good Republican district leader?
A That is my first year in there. I didn't understand
everything. No one put me wise.

MR. OSMERS: How do you account for the fact
there vere 100 Republican voters in the Primary
Election and yet only about eighteen people voted for
the Republican ticket in the General Election?

THE WITNESS: I don't know. Some people did
not comé ouﬁ.’

MR, OSMERS: Do you mean all of them d4id not
come out? *

THE WITNESS: Most of them did not come out.

MR. OSMERS: You did not keep a list of the
people that had véted in the Republican Primary and
see that they came out on Election Day?

THE WITNESS: I went to a lot of their houses,

the 1ist I had.

MR; OSMERS: How many of them did you get.out
to vote?

THE WITNESS: I got all I could get out.

ﬁR; dSMERS: In ﬁumbers, I mean.,

THE WITNESS: I don't know.

MR, OSMERS: Do you have in your possession a

list of the people who voted in the Republican Primary

last year?
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THE WITNESS: I d4id have 1it.
BY MR. MURRAY:

Q How mahy votes did you say you got in the Primary
for yourself? A. One hundred.,

Q Did you have a list of the voters in your district
before the Primaries? A.- Yes, sir,

Q And did I understand you to say that you visited a
good many of these voters soliciting their vote for you?

A Yes, sir., .

Q How many, about, did you visit? A, About twenty-five,
thirty.

Q Twenty-five or thirty? A, Some people I was not
sure of.

Q What do you.mean? A, I wvasn't sure they were coming
out, people I did not know so good.

Q So you only visited tventy-five.or thirty? and you
got a hundred votes? A, People I knew. People around
there that knev me came out fo vote.

Q But you did not go to see more than twenty-five

or thirty people? A, People I was not sure of.

Q Did you ask them whether or not they had voted in the

Democfatic or Republican box? A, I told them to come
out and vote for Clee.

Q@ I am not asking you that, You heard the question.

Please answer 1t. A, What question 1s that?
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Q (The following question was read by the stenographer:

"Did you ask them whether or not they had voted in the

Democratic or Republican box?")

A If I had the slip theré with Republicans -- with thei:
names on the Republican slips, they must have voted
Republican.,

Q@ What kind of a slip did you have? A, A yellow
paper. Mr, Kilmurray gave it to me.

Q How many names were on 1t? A, Thirty names.,

Q@ About thirty names? A, Thirty or forty names.

Q Is thét all that was rcgistéred as Republicans in that
district, thirty or forty names? A. I don't know that,

Q VWell, I understood you to say -- I might have been
mistaken -~ I understood you to testify here that you had a
list and it was marked, for instance, "R" for Republican,
and then you assumed that they had votéd‘Republican and that
is wvhy you went to see them. Is that all that is marked
"R® in that district on the 1list of voters of that district,
t.:hat tventy-five or thirty or forty names, whatever you said
you had on yoﬁr list? A. Some of them are. I still got
|more, Peéple that were marked i went to see.

Q@ That is what I am asking you. You are not so dumb as

|you pretend to be, Turco? A, What do you mean?

Q Answer the Question. A. What question do you want

e to ansver?
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You said you had a list before the Primary Election?

Yes, sir,

A list of the Republican voters in your district?

» © P ©

Yes.

Q How many names were on it? A. I told you about

twventy-five or thirty.

those people, only the twenty-five or thirty, because
they were marked Republican and in your mind you thought they
voted Republican, right?
A Yes, sir.
Q I ask you, 1s that all that is marked Republican
in your district on that 1list? A, That is all that
is marked,
9 Out of thé total 500 or 500 and some odd votes?
A That is the only list I had of them,
Q That is all you understand are down as having voted
in the Primary as a Republican, right?
A Yes, sir,
@ How many votes did you say you got in the Primary?
A About a hundred,
. Q You got a hundred votes? A, Yes, sir.

Q@ Did you know any outside of the thirty or tventy-rive

IDid you know any of the other seventy who voted for you?

Q That 1s what I thought you said, You said you visited
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A I know a lot of other people.

Q VWere they Republicans? A. They were Republicans,

Q How do you know? A, I knov‘they vere Republicans,
they told me.

Q Were they on your l1list? A, They were not on my
list. |

Q There were seventy not on your list? A, I didn't
say seventy.

Q You said you got a hundred votes? A. I got a hundred
votes,

Q@ 7You maid you had a 1list of twenty-five or thirty
marked "R" for Republican? A, Yes, sir,

Q fhirty from a hundred leaves how many? A. BSeventy.

Q@ Then there are seventy that voted for you that are
not marked Republican on that 1list? A, Yes, sir.

whether :
Q Do you know, they were Democrats or Republicans?

A No, sir.

Q@ You don't know. Then they could have been Democrats
?vho voted in the Republican box? A, Could have been.

Q@ Did you say some of them told you they were Republicansg?
A My friends, I told them to vote Republican,

Q Of that seventy? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ When did you see them? A, I seen them before
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any of this seventy? A, I saw vhat was on the list I

wasn!t sure of, That 1s the people I got the list of. The
other ones were my friends,

Q@ Those thirty were not your friends? A, I didn't
know who they were., It was the firet time I was in their
district. |

Q Where did you come from? A, The same district,

The first time I ran.

Q How long did you live in that district? A. About

fifteen years,
'Q  How old are you? A. Twventy-six, '

Who spoke to you before you came here this morning?

‘No one.,

Who spoke to you yesterday? A. No one.

No Democrat.,

Q |
A |
Q |
Q ﬁhat Democrat spoke to you since'you got your subpoena]
A

Q You are sure of that? A, I am sure they didn't,

MR

o OSMERS:

Q@ You testified here before that when you left the room
where the ballots were being counted that there had been about

200 ballots counted so far? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ And Clee had twenty-two of those votes?

A About that.

Q According to what appear to be official records here,

iere were cast in the district 525 votes. Now, that means
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there were 325 votes still to be counted when you left the
room., 200 were counted and 325 to go. Now, according also |
to these figures, Mr, Clee received 27 votes. Now, in other
words, when you left Clee was receiving ten per cent. of the
votes. IR other words, he had twenty-two out of 200, While
you and Mrs, Velardi were out of the room Clee received about
one and one-half per cent. of the vote: he got five votes
out of 325 votes. Was the fact that you and Mrs. Velardi
wvere out of the counting room responsible for the fact that
Jout of the 325 votes that were not counted in your presence,
that Clee only received five votes? A, I don't know, I
don't know how many he received after we left.

Q Do you feel that while you were out of the room that
the vote was honestly conducted? A, Being the two
deputies were there.

Q@ I thought you sald before the two election deputies
wvere out of the room? A, I didn't say that. I said they
vere in the counting room all the'time.

Q@ All the time? A. All the time.

Q@ So you feel the count was honest? A, That 1s the
vay I feel.

Q@ All the way through? A, All the way through.
MR. YOUNG: Has any one of counsel °'got the
figures of the recount?

MR, GIULIANO: Yes.
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MR. YOUNG: What does it show? |
MR. GIULIANO: Moore, 499 originally, recount !
470. Clee, 27 originaliy, 46 recount. i
MR, OSMERS: Mr. Turco, do you still feel that |
the count was honest? {
THE WITNESS: Not through the recount, I took|
the depﬁties'lvord because they were in there. i
BY MR, MURRAY: E
Q@ How do you know the deputies were in there? How long!
were you out from the time Torpey put you out, do you know? |
A About a half hour, fbrty-five minutes.,
Q It might have been an hour? A. Between a half hour
land an hour.
Q@ And how did you know the deputies were in there?
A I seen them in there with my own eyes,
Q Where were you when you saw them?

A I was outside of the window.

Q Near the window? A. Yes, sir.

Q VWere you peeking in? A. I could see through the

[window.
Q What were they doing in there? A. They were
rounting them and the deputies were looking at them.

Q@ Who told you to say that? A, No one told me. I

as right there.

Q How wide is that store? A, It is wide enough you could
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see,

Q How wide is it? A, . About from there across to there
(indicating).

Q That is the width? A. That is the width.

Q ﬁbw deep, about, is 1t? vA. As long as that
(indicating).

Q I thought it was a small barber shop? A, It is a
barber shop.

Q How many chairs have they got? A. I think they
got three there.

Q Where vere the ballot boxes in reference to those
chairs? A, In the corner,

Q And the entrance? A. The entrance was here
(indicating) and the ballot boxes were in the corner,

Q Right beside the entrance? A. The ballot boxes
were right near the window, you could see right over,

Q After you went in the entrance and before you reached
the chair, where was the ballot box in reference to the
first chair? A. Right next to the desk where they were
sitting.

Q You are only dumb when you like to be dumb,

A What do you mean, dumb? I am telling you the truth.

Q@ Look in the dictionary, I said vhen you go into that
store, in the entrance —- do you know what an entrance is?

A I knov what an entrance is.
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Q VWhere was the ballot box after you go into the

entrance? Where was the ballot box?

A Half-way in the store.

@ Right or left? A, Right.

Q As you go in? A, As you go in.

Q VWhere were the chairs, right or left? A. The chairs
wvere on the left. |

Q Near what chalir were the ballot boxes?

A ' What chair do you mean?

Q How many chairs were there? A. About three,

Q Well, take any one of the chairs. A, The chairs
were on the side and the ballotw were on that side
(indicating).

Q Novhere near? A. No, sir. The ballot boxes
vere on the right, They were moved away.

Q@ VWere they loosened from the floor? A. Yes., .

Q Were they all bunched together? A. Two or three
of them in the corner.

Q@ All bunched on the left in the corner?

Yes, sir.

A
Q The ballot boxes were on the right? A, Yes, sir.
Q

Were they nearer the entrance than the chairs or

vere they further back in the store? A, About half-way.
Q@ About half-way on the right? A, Yes, sir,

Q Were they further back than the chalirs or were they
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nearer the door than the chairs were?

A
Q
Q
A

vote,

Q

middle of the store?

of them were,

Q
A

BY MR,

o O P

is.

A Ferguson man.

967

The chalrs were on this side and the ballot boOX ==

I know about that. A. They were together,
I thought you said the chairs were up in the corner?

The poll box was up in the corner where you go and

I thought you sald the poll box was down in the

A, About half-way between the both

Half-way between, up near the entrance?
It is midway.

MR. MURRAY: The entrance is midway. All

right. That is all.
GIULIANOS

What facﬁion of the Republican party do you belong to?

What side? I

Yes, A, Kilmurray.

Kilmurray is Stoebling? A, I don't know what he

MR. YOUNG: Did you have opposition in the
Primary?

THE WITNESS: No, sir,
Mr. Kilmurray works in Stoebling's office, doesn'’t he?
Yes, sir,

He cannot be for Ferguson, can he? A, (No answer.)
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MR. YOUNG: Did he testify as to whether he
knew the deputieé from Ferguson'!s office?

MR, OSMERS: He said he would know them by
sight.

MR. MURRAY: He said he didn't know who they
vere, 1f I recollect the testimony, but he thought
he could recognize them if he saw them.

MR. YOUNG: Are they here?

MR, MURRAY: Are the deputies here from the
Ninth District of the Third Ward on last Election Day,|

November, 1937?%

MR, WIENER: They are not here,
MR, MURRAY: Mrs, Velardl testified they were
also put out vith'the rest of them.

(Discussion off the record.)
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DANIEL TURI, being duly sworn according to

: law, on his oath testified as follows: é
| MR, BENNETT A. ROBBINS: May I have it noted f
that I represent Mr, Turi?’ |

BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q Mr, Puri, where do you live? A. Number 9 Colt Street. |
Is that Jersey City? A, That is right,
Is that in the Ninth District of the Third Ward?
That is right. —
And where do you work? A, In the bath house,
The bath house where? A. Number 9 Colt Street,

What other job have you got? A, I work down in

o O o P o ©

the saloon.

Q Bartender? A, Yes, sir.

Q@ VWhen do you work in the saloon? A, At night, A
few hours,
Q Do you know Mrs, Velardi? A. I met the woman, yes, |
Q Did you see her at the polls on Election Day? |
A She was around there, |
Q@ Do you remember her objecting to Mr, Kelly giving you
" |a ballot which Mr. Kelly had called for Moore which was marked
lfor Clee? A, No, sir.

Q Do you remember offering to Mrs, Velardi $5 if she

|would keep her mouth shut? A. I don't see any reason why I

hould offer her $5. She is sore at me because I didn't give
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her any Christmas basket last Christmas.

Q@ You give out Christmas baskets, do you? Why didn't

you give her a basket now that you brought that out?
I didn't ask 70u for it. A, I just wanted to tell you why
she is sore at me,

Q Why didnt't you give her a basket? A, Because her
husband was working and I was only giving them to who was
entitled.

Q Did you think she was entitled to the $5 on Election
Day? A. I didn't offer her no $5. I

Q Don't you think she was entitled to $5 after the
Board had taken 46 votes from Clee? A. i don't know
nothing about the Board.‘

Q Oh, you don't, Democratic district leader, are you
not? A. Yes, sir.

Q And you watch the count, don't you? A. No, sir,
I wasn!t in there,

Q Don't you make a report to the Democratic heédquarters#

A I got the count after 1t was all over, As soon as
they closed I went next door and had a few drinks, The
-qsaloon openeé up and I stayed in there. ﬂ

Q How many votes did Clee get? A, After the count

| wvas over, twenty-seven, I got the report outside,
Q That was an honest count, wasn®t 1t? A. I don't

w. I was not in there,
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You dontt know whether it was an honest count?
To me it was.

You change now, is that it? A. I was not in there.

O O P ©

You know whether or not it was an honest count, don't
you? A. What i1s that?

Q You kﬁow vhether or not it was an honest count?

A As far as I was concerned. I was not in there when
they were counting them.,

Q@ You were not there? A, No, sir,

Q@ You talked to the Board members afterward?

A After it was all over? I went in and had a drink.

Q@ With the Board members? A. I did not, because they
wvent away.

Q You talked to Mr, Kelly, the Judge?

A Not that night,

Q VWhen did you talk to him? A. I seen him probably
a week after,

Q Mr. Kelly told you, "We did a pretty good job,"
didnt't he? A, He never‘said hothing to me.

Q@ Never told you he did a pretty good job for Moore?

A No, sir, I never discussed that after election.

Q@ Never discussed it? A, No, sir.

Q@ When were you put out of the polls? A, I was not -
in there when they were put out.

Q VWhere were you? A, I was in the saloon. I walked

1t, they were coming out.
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Q As a Deﬁocratic district leader you trusted these
four board members? A, What have I got to do with the
(count? It is up to them. 1

Q You have got nothing to do with the count as a
challenger? 7You vant me to believe that? '

MR. ROBBINS: Just a moment.
MR. GIULIANO: Never mi;h. |

MR. ROBBINS: Mr. Clee has the best in counsel

MR. YOUNG: If you will have a chair we will

be heard. : ’

MR, ROBBINS: He should talk to this man like
a gentlemen., He is shouting and abusing him,
A criminal would be entitled tL more consideration than
the way Mr, Giuliano is talking to him,

MR. GIULIANO: Mr. Robbins does not know my

voice. I am only talking in a whisper.

MR. ROBBINS: I am awvare of your strength.

Q Do you mean to tell me and this committee, that you,
as a Deﬁocratic district leader, are not interested in the
1 count.and you dontt watch the count after the ballots are
cast? A, I didn*t watch it at all.

Q@ This night you didnt't? A, I d4id not.

Q Isntt it a fact that the reason you did not watch
it was because you knew the Board was goiﬁg to do its duty?

A No, sir.

MR. YOUNG: Were you a challenger, Mr. Turi?
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THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
May I ask you, what are the duties of a challenger?
I suppose to challenge ' the votes.,

What are they? A. I don't know.

O O P O

How long have you been a district leader? A, About
six years.

Q VWere you ever called in to a large meeting in Jersey
City and given instructions? A. I have got postal cards
but I never attended them, I was always too busy.

Q Angjzork for the city of Jersey City?

A I do.

Q And you have never attended one of these large
rallies where you received instructions? A, I never did.

Q@ You never did? A. No,

Q Do you remember the recount, Mr, Turi, in this
district? A, I read it in the papers, yes, sir,

Q@ What did you read? A. I read wvhere they counted,
I think, 19 votes.

Q@ Did you read that Clee originglly had received 27?

A Yes, sir,

Q And on the recount had received 417 A, Yes,

MR. YOUNG: 46,

Q Or 4. Did you read that Moore had received 497

originally and on the recount 4707 A, I did read that,

{yes, sir.
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Q@ Do you believe now that the Democratic members of the
Board did their duty? A, As rar"as I think, they did do
their duty.

Q And as a district leader you are going to recommend
to the Hudson County Board of Elections, because of their
doing their duty, their reappointment? A, I dontt know,
I have nothing to do with their reappointment.

Q Who has? A, I don't know., I suppose the
Board of Elections, |

2 Don't you recommend the two members of the Board
that serve in your particular district? A. No, sir.

Q You never have? A, No, sir,

Q Who tells you that they are going to be appointed?

A Vho tells me?

Q Yes. A. I don't know until Election morning I get
1ntroduced to them. .

Q They are sent down by somebody and you don't know
vhere tﬁey come from? A, No,

Q You know Mr. Kelly pretty well, dontt you?

A Well, he has lived in the district for years.

Q@ You know he has been a member of the Board for a
good many years? A. I know that.

Q@ And you are never‘introduced to him every time he comesg
in, are you? A, No, sir, I don't have to be, I know him

before he comes in,

Q@ Do you know Gangemil? A, Yes, sir.
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Q You don't have to be introduced to him every time
you see him? A, No, sir, I know him personally.

Q You know Martin? A. I never met the gentleman
until this election. :

Q He was introduced to you? A, No, sir.

Q@ You are not interested in the Republican members?

A I am not interested inside at all.

Q@ You know Mrs, Delfino? A, Yes,

Q You were not iﬁtroduced to her? A, I knov her
personally before I ever got committeeman.

Q So the only member you did not meet was Martin?

A I seen him, that is all I know about him,

BY ﬁR. YOUNG ¢

Q Mr, Turi, how in heaven?s name did you get to be a
challenger, will you tell us that?

A I was committeeman.,

Q I dontt know the custom of the Democrats in Jersey
City, but generally I see district leaders make up a list
of the challengers whom they want to serve in their district,

A I never had. I got the badge and put the badge on.

Q You never made up a list of your challenge;s and
turned it into your ward chairman? A, No, sir.

Q@ How many Democratic challengers were there in your
district? A, I think there were two.

1 Q@ Two besides yourself or you and two others?
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A Me and another person.
Q VWhat is his name? A, James Gibson,
Q ﬁhere does he live? A, 388 Monmouth Street. !

Q ﬁow did he become a challenger? A, I gave him a

Q Didnt!t he have any credentials? A. No.

Q@ Did you have any credentials? A, No. Don't that|

mean challenger when you have a badge?

Q What did this badge say, "Challenger"?
A Just"challenger.”

Q@ Where did you get those badges? A, They came

altogether.

Q Came altogether from where? A. I guess from the

Election Board;

Q@ Who handed them to you?
BY MR. OSMERS:

Q@ Did théy come out of the sky? A, No, they were
in with~the rest of the stuff,

Q What stuff? A, From the Election Board.,

Q - You said they were ail in with the rest of the stuff.
What I want to know 1s, what was the stuff?

A T don't know,

Q@ You got them, didn't you? A, Yes.

Q@ What was it? A, That comes, I guess, from the

leader in charge.
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Q

I am not asking you where it comes from, I am asking

you wvhat the stuff was? A. Just the badge, and I put it

on,

> O » O

Q

You said the badges came with the rest of the stuff,

I sald maybe it did.

I want to know what the rest of the stuff is,

I figure all the stuff comes together, I don't know,

What is the stuff? A, That is handled into the

polling places. Dontt all that come together?

Q

Is i1t liquid, solid, paper? A. Yes, with the

rest of the papers.

Q

What papers? A, Papers that they handle in there,

BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q

Any blank ballots in there? A. There might be,

I don't know, I never looked them over.

MR, YOUNG: Who handed you your challenger'!s
badge this time, do you know?

THE WITNESS: I don't know who it was came
around ﬁhd ga?e us the badges.

MR, WIENER: Mr, Kellyrgets all the stuff and
gives 1t out, doesn't heé

THE WITNESS: Yes,
A membef of ybur Board? A, Yes, he is the Judge.

Where you there when Captain Torpey came in?

No, sir.
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Q Where were you then? A, I was in the saloon.

Q@ You were already celebrating? A. Next door is the l
saloon,

Q You were celebrating in advance because you knew what
the vote was going to be? A. No. I couldn'!t get one all
day and I was Just waiting for the opportunity to get one,
and when I got it I didn't want to leave it.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q Did you recommend Mrs. Delfino to the Medical Center !
for a job? A, No, sir, |
Did you kﬁcv she was going to get a job?

No, sir.

No, sir.

O P O P O

|
|
Were you called in and asked whether she was 0.K.? {
You haven!t got such a good system? A. Who, me? |
Q Do you mean they would give somebody a job in |
your distr;ct without consulting the county committee leader?i
Do they ever appoint anybody out of your district'vithout |
consulting you? A, They never consult me for anything,

Q@ All you do 1s get out the vete and make arrangements? |

A I got the friends I know. Election Day is the only !
ay I hang outside, maybela hundred feet awai, and greet
y friends and tell them who to vote for. I ¥
Q Do you tell your friends to vote in Republican PrimarieL?
J
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Q How do they do that? A, I don't know.

Q@ Who gives them instructions, Kelly? A, Not me,

Q It must be Kelly. A, I dont!t know,

MR, &OUNG: What do you do as a district
leader, Mr, Turi?

THE wiTNEBS: That is all I do, 1is meet my
friends‘on Electioh Dﬁy.

MR, YOUNG: Exactly one hundred feet from the
polls,

‘THE WITNESS: Ididn't say exactly, I said a
hundred feet or mofe.’ |

BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q Yﬁunstarted to say -- you volunteered it, I didn't
ask for it -~ that the reason the lady that testified, Mrs.
Velardi, was sore against you was because you did not give
her a Christmas basket, A, A year ago last christmas, yesg

Q And she 1s still holding that against you?

A She told me that is the reason she turned Republican

committeewoman.

Q@ That is the reason? A. That is the reason.

Q@ And she would come here and perjure herself and say
hat you offered her $5 because she did not get a two or
hree dollar basket, éo you really believe that?

A 8he is liable to say anything. I am not responsible

or wvhat a woman says.

Q Of course, she is a Republican and she would naturally |




Daniel Turi : 9801

be against you, is that right? A. Yes,Isuppose so.
|Maybe that 1s the reason she wants to get even,

Q@ Why should she just pick you? A. I don't know.

Q@ You represent an organization, don't you, a club that
gives out these baskets? A. Sure.

Q What club? A, The Daniel Turi Democratic Club, '

Q Your name is Daniei? A. Turi, that is right.

Q And you do something else but just stay at the polls
on Election Day as a district leader? A. That 1s 811 I
do,

Q@ Well, you have Democratic meetings, don't you?

A Just among the members, that is all.

Q Candidates come there? A, Never had a candidate in
my club yet. It is just among the friends in the district.

Q@ How long is it in existence? A, Five years,

Q And the club has never had one of thé Assembly
candidates? A, Never had any kind of speaking of politics

in there only among ourselves, None of the candidates are

ver in there.
Q@ I suppose a lot of the boys, paesant? °
That is 1it.
You know Pete Artaser‘e?
Oh, yes, but he was never in the club.,

Mike Scatuorchio, he was never in your club? A. No,.

O © P O P»

You know Bennie Beronio?
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I have heard of him,

He is a Democratic Assemblyman and you dont!t know him?i
I know his name, but I never met the gentleman. !
You know Modarelll from Union City?

I have heard from him,

O PP o P O

He never came into your club? A. No, sir,

MR. GIULIANO: Mr. Young, I ask this man be |
put in the back and not say anything when I am cross- i
examining,
MR. ROBBINS: I think Mr, Giluliano is hearing
the echo of his own stuff.
MR. YOUNG: You will be placed in the back,
MR, GIULIANO: I know an echo when I hear 1it.
Q You know all these men who like yourself and me ==
Now, my name is Giuliano ~- you want me to believe and this |
Committee to believe that you as a real patriot have never
invited Pete Artaserse or Beronio or any other candidates
that bear an Italian name to your club?
A I swear to that, I never did.
Q Did you ever have a Republican candidate there?

A No, sir.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Mr, Turi, as district leader, you sort of take care

jof the people in your district, don't you?

A Take care of them for what?
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Q Suppose one of the boys in the Turi club'gets out of
a job and wants a job, you try to help him?
A If I know anybody, put him in Colgates or Dixon's,
but where could I get a job?
Q@ You could not get him a job? A. What power have
I got?
not
Q TYou would,know where to go to get a fellow a job?
A No, sir. |
BY MR. WIENER:
Q Did you get.Kelly his job? A. No, sir,
Q He works for the county? A. Yes, sir,
Q Did you get Gangemi his job? A. No, sir.
Q ﬁow long have you worked for the city?
A It will be three years next June,
Q Was Gangemi working for the city before? A. Yes,
MR. YOUNG: How did you get your job with the
city?
THE WITNESS: I put an application in, I don't
remembef just how long before that.
MR, OSMERS: What is the nature of your emw
Ployment?
THE WITNESS: Laborer.
MR, OSMERS: How much do you get paid for that?

THE WITNESS: It is supposed to be $6.25, less

cut. I am not sure.
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MR. OSMERS: $6.25 a day?
THE WITNESS: Less cut.»
BY MR, WIENER:
Q What is your pay check? A. Am I supposed to answer
that?
MR. ROBBINS: Yes, you can answer 1it.
THE WITNESS: One pay it is $84, one pay -~
Q I want to know becéuse you will proﬁably have to
turn the next one over to Mr. Robbins,
MR, ROBBINS: There 1s no necessity for that.
A One pay it is #84.30 éomething, and the next pay it
is $90.
Q In other words, it is either $42 or $45 every week?
In other words, twice a month you get $82 aﬁd $90?
A Yes, sir.. |
Q And as a laborer, you get approximately $2200 a year,
is that right? A, Supposed to be. ‘
MR; OSMERS: What is the nature of your work?
THE WITNESS: Take charge of the place.
MR. OSMERS: Uhat place 1s that?
THE WITNESS: The bath house.
MR, OSMERS: You are on the payroll as a
laborer but you take charge of the bath house?
THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR, YOUNG: You have no Civil Service rating?
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THE WITNESS: No, sir,
MR, OSMERS: Did you ever make a -campaign
contribution? L
THE WITNESS: No, sir.,
MR. YOUNG: What do they have district leaders
for in Jersey City?
MR. ROBBINS: Why don't you ask me? I will
be glad to help you,
BY MR. MURRAY:
Q Do you know who the Register of Hudson County is?
A Yeg sir,
Q VWho 1is 1t? A, Mr. Sullivan.
Q What else 1s he? A, That is all I know.
Q Isn't he leader of the ward? A, Oh, yes, that is
right, You asked me what was he and I told you.
Q Did you tell me all that he is? A, That 1is all.
Q He is leader of the Third Ward., That 15 your ward,

right? A. Right.

Q Wasn't he ever in your clubroom? A, Once, wvhen I

opened the club.

Q Then you didn't invite any Italian candidates but you
did an Irish candidate? A, That was the night I opened

up.

Q So there was a candidate in your club, and that was

« Sullivan, the Register? A, He was not even a candidat

e
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then.

Q@ I thought he has been a candidate for something all hi

o

life. Didn!t you know that? A, That is something I don't

know.

Q Did Mr. William Sullivan, leader of your ward, talk to
you before you became a candidate for county committeeman

in your ward? A, Why bring Mr, Sullivan into this?

Q Never mind asking me. A, I got nothing to do with
Mr,. Sullivan.

Q Answer the question. I am talking about yourself,

A I have nothing to do with Mr, Sullivan, I don't meet
Mr, Sullivan two or three times a year. |
] (The following question was read by the stenographer:

"Did Mr., Sullivan, leader of your ward, talk to you before

fou became a candidate for county committeeman in your vard?'ﬂ
A No, sir. |
Q Did you talk to anyone? A, No, sir, outside of my
friends.

Q@ Who were they? A, The friends in the district.

Q Who were they? A, They wanted me to get on the
jballot, and I went down and got -~ what do you call it? ==
lan application, and signed it and I ran for it,

Q And you did not consult Mr. Sullivan? A. I did

' %ot.

Q Nobody came to you to tell you it was 0.K. by Mr,
I ;
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Sullivan for you to run as committeeman in there?
A No, sir,
Q@ Are you sure of that? A, I am positive,
Q@ You are sure you were in the saloon when the count was
going on? A. Yes, sir.
Q@ Do yon‘know whether Mr, Sullivan knows that or not?
i don't know whether he does or not.

Q You didn't report that to him? & No, sir.

Q Didn't you meet afterwards with the rest of your

committeemen or leader of your ward in reference to the

vote in your district? A, No, sir.,

Q@ And you were a challenger? A. Well, I am the
committeeman.

Q But you were a challenger, weren't you?

A VWell, I had a badge.

Q Did you have any certificate? Did you file any with
the Board that day? A, No, sir,

Q@ Do you know Captain Torpey? A. I do, yes, sir,

Q VWhere were you when Torpey came there to the polls
that evening? A, I was in the saloon.

Q How do you know you were in the saloon when Torpey
jcame there? A. Because when I came back I seen them all
coming out, and Torpey was in there,

Q And you sav him putting a bunch of people out of there?

A What was the use of me going in there to be put out?
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Q I am not asking you what was the use of you doing
this, that or the other. How many were put out?

A I couldnt't say.

Q Did you notice any of those that were put out?

A‘ No.

Q Did you talk to the captain? A. As soon as I seen
them coﬁing out I went right back.

Q You went back to the saloon? A, Yes, sir.

Q@ VWeren!'t you around the polling place all day long when
the police came around every hour for the record of the
nnmﬁer of votes cast? A, I was around the corner, probablj
in the restaurant having a cup of‘coffee or talking to some
friends.

g How do you know you were around the corner when some
Policeman came into the polling place for the recdrd of the
number of votes cast? A, That 1s not up to me,

Q You said when they came around you were around the
corner, A, I must have been, if they were not ﬁhere.

Q Weren't you there any time during the day when a polics
man came around? A, I walked in fhere twvo or three times
that day when the place was empty.

Q@ You walked in the polling place, Then you were in
the polling place during the day? A, Yés, I just walked

in, said "Hello," and went out.

Q@ VWere you there at any time when a policeman came around
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to note the number of votes cast? A. He went inside there,

Q VWho went inside? A. The cop that is on post there,

and brought them the count outside.

Q Brought the count outside to whom? A, To whoever
came around looking for 1it.

Q I thought that you sald you were around the corner
in a restaurant or somewheres else? A, I sald that 1s
wvhere I generally hang out, around the cornér or on the
corner, What should I do inside?

Q Now, you say you were there at times when the police -«

A Many times I seen the "Mickey Mouse," as they call it.
The cop went in and got the réﬁort, but vhaﬁ the report was,
I don't know, . i

Q Then you were in the polling place, not around the
cornér, wvhen the Jersey City police came there in the
#Mickey Mouse"? A. No, sir, I was not in the polling
ﬁlace vhen thé “Mickey Mouse" came, I said I made two or

three appearances in there during the day, and that is when

they were doing nothing, and ;oking, and I just walked in

and said, "Hello," and walked out,

Q You.vere iﬁ there two or three times during the day
when the "Mickey Mouse" came and the policeman on duty came
out and biought something out? A, He didn't bring nothing
jout.

Q What did he do? A. Just told them what the vote was.
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Q@ That happens about every hour? A. Well, I don't
know. |
Q These two or three times, what was the interval betwee?
each of those times? A. Probably three hours, four hours,
Q@ Three or four hours, 7 Then you were there three or
fouf times between elght or niﬁe hours during the day?
A I figure around two or three times.
Q Do you know who was in the "Mickey Mouse' car that
got thoée reports? A. No, sir.q ’
Q After the voting stopped and the count started, were
you there any time when a hundfed votes were counted and
a report was then given a policeman? A, What do you mean?
Q You know what I mean.
MR. ROBBINS: Suppose, Mr, Young, Mr, Murray
clarifies that,
MR. MURRAY: We don't need any suggestions
from Mr, Robbina.
MR, YOUNG: Will you please sit down? !
understand the queséion, the Coomittee understands
the question and the witness understands the question.
Q (Question read by stenographer.)
A No, sir, I was not,
Q@ You were not there at any time vhen any huﬁdred was

' %ounted? A, No, sir. As soon as the polls close I never

ng around there, I generally go away. This particular
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night I went in the saloon. I was dry and went next door.

Q Was the committeewoman there when you left?

‘A Not that I can remember. '

Q Then you mean to tell this Committee that as soon as
: |
the voting hour was over and the counting was started, that ydu,

as a coomitteeman and as a challenger, and the committeewomanj

the Democratic committeewoman, you both left there?

1
|
|
A I don't know about her. 1
|
% Q@ But you 4id? A. I remember I walked away from the E
L'Pla-ceo
Q You stayed away?
MR. YOUNG: I think he has ceased to be amusing,
Mr. Murray.
MR, MURRAY: 0.K. That is all.
MR. ROBBINS: May I ask, Mr, Young, may he be

excused for the day?

MR. YOUNG: Sure.
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MARY WALKEHR, being duly sworn according to law,
on her oath testified as followsi
EXAMINATION BY MR, WIENER:

Q Miss Ualker,.on November 2, 1937, the last General
Election, yoﬁ were a Special Deputy Superintendent of
Elections? A, Yes, I was,

Q@ And as such, you were assigned tb the First District
of the First Ward in Jersey City? A. Yes,

Q And yoﬁ, I assume, duly presented your credentials
when you appeared in the district? A, Yes, I did.

Q@ Turned them over to the Judge of the Board?

Yes, I did.

Or showed them to the Judge of the Board, I should say®

A

Q

A Yes, sir,
Q And you were present during the Election Day?

A Yes, sir. ,

Q Now, getting down to the end of the casting of the
ballots and referring directly to the count, I understand thei
vas quite a conmotion as soon as fhe casting was over?

A Yes, sir, there was.

Q@ Will you please, in your own words, tell the Committee
Just whﬁt happened as soon 48 «=

A Just before eight otclock I saw quite a number of

strange men standing outside of the undertaking parlor, and

I called up the Superintendent of Elections to send in some
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more special deputies as we knew there was going to be trouble,

As we got the other deputies --

Q How many were there? A. There must have been a.boutI
seven. With that the deputies entéred the undertaking
parlor, ”All these men at eight o'clock came in as though |
they were cattle. . ;
Q You mean they pushed their way in? A, Yes, and alli
us deputies were pushed aside. |
Q You mean aside from the table where the counting was
to take place? A, Yes, sir

Q@ And the table was surrounded, in other words, by these
men? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ And you, as a deputy, were unable to see through that
mob or crowd? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ And vere unable to see what was going on?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right, go on. A, Then, instead of Philip
McGovern counting up the ballots, it was~an outside man.

Q Mr, Chunka? A. Mr, Chunka looked at the baliots.
What was his official capacity at the polls?

He worked on the outside,

He was not a member of the local Election Board?

No, he was not.'

What you mean is, he came in and took control?

P o ». 0 » o

Yes, sir.
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Q@ He read the ballots? A, Yes, sir,
Q@ This Mr, Chunka? A. Yes, sir,
MR. YOUNG: Who is McGovern?
Q Mr. Philip McGovern is the Judge of this Election

Board? A, Yes,'sir.

Q And he stepped aside in favor of Mr. Chunka, an outsiﬂer?

A Yes, sir,

Q Will you proceed. A, With that, as the count was
going on, nobody could see the ballots from the back, I
tried to get over. They told~me to step aside because they
were citizens, and I suppose I had no right to try to see
the ballots and to see just how the count was going on.
Nobody from the Republican party could see it.

Q Did McGovern say anything about that? A. He told
me to step aside so I would not get hurt,

Q You appealed to Mr., McGovern as Judge of the Board?

A No; a8 the Commissioner, |

Q Did the Commissioner come in? A. Yes, with the
crowd,

Q He came in with the crowd? A. Yes,

Q That is the City Conmissioner, Mr. McGovern, William
HcGoverﬁ? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ What is his official position in the City Hall?
A Commissioner of Parks, I think,

Q ©Now, he came in with the mob? A, Yes, he did,
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Q Hgd he been present during the day? A. Yes, he
was,

Q All day long? A. In and out,

Q Did he act as a challenger in that district?

A Well, that I couldn't tell you.

Q Now, you say he was directly one of those surrounding
the table when you, by virtue of your right as a
representative of the Superintendent of Elections, demanded
you be permitted to see the count?

A Yes, sir.

Q And he told you to step aside? A, Yes, so I

wouldn't get hurt.

Q@ Go on. A. Then as the count was going on two of the
Board members were working, and all of a sudden they changed
hands.

Q@ Wait a minute, Let us be a little more specific.
Chunka was counting? A, Yes, sir,

Q Now we have the other members of the Board. Mr.
Philip McGovern, what was he doing at that time?

- A He was just standing ;nd taking the ballots,

Q@ Mr, Edward Shinick, the other Democratic member of the
Board =-- A. He was supposed to be looking at the ballots
but he was in a different direction.

Q The two Republican members, Mr, Henry Urbanek?

A He was the clerk.




Mary Walker 995

Q What was he doing during the count? A, He was
tallying for & while with the other man. '

Q Mr, John Dzubina? A, Yes,

Q Nov,;you say that after the count was commenced there
vas‘a sudden switch of two members? A. Yes, sir,

Q VWhat happened? A, I don't remember the names
8o well, but Dzubina had taken one of the clerk's place
and John Bhinick had taken his, and they started to tally,
and fhey got another man to.take John Shinick?!s place in'
looking over the ballots, who alsé vas an outsider,

2 ﬁe was not a member of the Board? A, Yes, sir,

Q He was calling off the voteé? A, Yes, sir,

Q You naturally objected to that? A. They wouldn'tt
give us a chance to object to anything; they told us to keep
quiet,

Q Then what happened? A. They continued working.
Philip McGovern had nothing to do with the work of the
Board thenj John Shinick took over his hand,

Q Was there a fight later on? A. No, this was early
in the morning when the fight was,

Q How long d4id this crowd continue around the table
and not permit anybody to see the ballots? A. From eight
o'clock until all the ballots were tallied, That was ten
ofclock.

Q Then what took place? A. Everybody went out, and I
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wvas told there was nothing else for me to do but to go.

Q@ Going back to the morning of Election Day, I under-
stand there was some kind of an argument or fight in this
district? A, Yes, sir, there wvas,

Q Will you please tell the Committee just how the fight
or argument started? A. The deputy that was in there the
first thing in the morning had to go over and cast his vote.,
Teddie Zelinskl ==

Q@ Who is he? A, He is the Republican deputy who
assisted us.

Q He was one of your associates? A, Yes., He took
this deputy!s place. In the meantime, two people came in
to cast a vote, that is, husband and wife, and they happened
to go into the one voting place, and Theocdore Zelinski went
against it; he saild there were no two people allowed in the
one voting booth, With that, Phil McGovern blocked
Theodore!s body, he wouldn't let him get in. As Theodore
did not raise his hand. 1n any way , <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>