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UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE 

2. In addition to oral notice, the owner or his agent 
shall be required to file an application. The completed 
application with the fee shall be delivered in person or by 
mail to the enforcing agency, within five business days 
from the date of the oral notice. 

(c) Minor work: 

1. Minor work shall mean and include: 

i. The construction or total replacement of any 
porch or stoop which does not provide structural sup­
port for any roof or portion of a building; 

ii. Renovation or alteration work in an existing one 
or two-family dwelling, provided that no primary struc­
tural members are altered in any way, and further 
provided that the work does not constitute reconstruc­
tion; and 

iii. The removal and replacement of more than 25 
percent of the exterior siding of a one or two-family 
dwelling; 

2. Minor work shall also mean and include the re­
placement of any existing plumbing piping work with new 
and approved material of like capacity; the installation of 
drinking fountains and condensate drains in existing struc­
tures; the replacement of existing low pressure hot water 
heaters with new ones of like capacity; and the new 
installation of lavatories, water closets, tubs, showers, 
washers or dishwashers, and garbage disposers in existing 
space of one and two-family dwellings where the new 
installation of additional fixtures can be accommodated 
with no increase in the size of the water distribution 
system, water service or house drain; 

3. Minor work shall also mean and include new elec­
trical work incidental to the installation of air condition­
ing, equipment, clothes dryers, and ranges or ovens in one 
and two-family dwellings; the installation of five or less 
110 or 220 volt receptacles or fixtures where existing 
circuits and/or available space circuits and service are 
adequate to support the load; the replacement of existing 
wiring with new wiring of the same capacity provided that 
the new wiring shall be of a type approved for the use by 
the code; 

4. Minor work shall also mean and include the instal­
lation of any fire detection or suppression device in any 
one- or two-family dwelling; installation of a radon miti­
gation system in an existing detached one or two-family 
dwelling; the installation of a burglar alarm or security 
system in any structure and the installation of a low 
voltage communication system in any structure other than 
a one- or two-family dwelling; 

5. Minor work shall not include lead abatement. 

6. Minor work on elevator devices shall also mean and 
include work as outlined below and not involving any 
structural alteration to a building and as scoped within the 
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applicable sections of Part XII of ASME A17.1 refer­
enced in the building subcode: 

i. Alteration to hoistway enclosures (ASME A17.1 
Part XII, Rule 120l.la, 1203.1a); 

ii. Alteration to construction at top of hoistways 
(120l.lc) and at bottom of hoistways (120l.ld); 

iii. Alteration to hoistways which affects control of 
smoke and hot gases (1201.1e); 

iv. Construction and alteration of machine room 
and machinery spaces (1201.2, 1203.1b ); 

v. Installation and alteration of electrical equip­
ment, wiring, pipes and ducts in hoistway and machine 
rooms (1201.3, 1203.1c); 

vi. Alteration to pits (1201.6, 1203.1f); 

vii. Alteration to bottom and top car counterweight 
clearances and runbys (1201.7, 1203.1g, 2508); 

viii. Alteration to horizontal car and counterweight 
clearances (1201.8, 1203.1h); 

ix. Additions, alterations or replacements of hoist­
way entrances (1201.10, 1203.1j); 

x. Installation or alteration of hoistway door locking 
devices, access switches, parking devices and unlocking 
devices (1201.11, 1203.1k); 

xi. Alteration or addition of power operation of 
hoistway doors (1201.12, 1203.1m); 

xii. Alteration of spring buffers and bumpers 
(1202.2, 1203.2b ); 

xiii. Alteration of counterweights (1202.3; 1203.1d 
and 1203.2c); 

xiv. Alteration of car frames and platforms 
(1202.4a, 1203.2d); 

xv. Alteration of car enclosures, car doors, gates, 
and illumination of cars (1202.5 except installation of 
new cars, 1203.2e ); 

xvi. Use of freight elevators to carry passengers, 
hydraulic elevators only (1203.2j); 

xvii. Relocation of power unit (1203.3f); 

xviii. Replacement of tanks (1203.6); 

xix. Addition or alteration of top-of-car operating 
devices (1202.12a, 1203.8a); 

xx. Addition or alteration or car-leveling or truck­
zoning devices (1202.12b, 1203.8b); 

xxi. Alteration of anti-creep leveling devices 
(1203.8c); 

xxii. Change of power supply, hydraulic elevators 
only (1203.8d); 
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XXlli. Addition of rope equalizers (1202.14c, 
1203.9c); 

xxiv. Addition of auxiliary rope-fastening devices 
(1202.14d); 

xxv. Alteration of manual operating devices which 
are provided to manually operate elevators in case of 
power failure; 

xxvi. Alteration of handrails on escalators and mov­
ing walks (1207.6, 1208.6); 

xxvii. Alteration or addition of lighting and access 
to interiors and related electrical work (1207.14, 
1208.14); and 

xxviii. Alteration of entrances or egresses on escala­
tors (1207.15). 

(d) Inspection of minor work: 

1. Inspections shall be required for minor work and 
the enforcing agency shall inspect any such work within 30 · 
days of the request for inspection; 

2. The construction official shall issue a certificate of 
approval stating that the work performed under a Minor 
Work Permit substantially complies with the UCC. The 
inspection shall be based upon what is visible at the time 
of said inspection and the certificate of approval shall so 
indicate. 

Amended by R.1991 d.509, effective October 7, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 2236(a), 23 N.J.R. 3001(a). 

Stylistic changes. 
Amended by R.1993 d.580, effective November 15, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 3692(a), 25 N.J.R. 5145(c). 
Amended by R.1993 d.663, effective December 20, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 4546(a), 25 N.J.R. 5927(a). 
Amended by R.1995 d.381, effective July 17, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 970(a), 27 N.J.R. 2715(a). 
Amended by R.1995 d.476, effective September 5, 1995 (operative 

January 1, 1996). 
See: 27 N.J.R. 1846(a), 27 N.J.R. 3325(b). 

Rewrote (d). 
Amended by R.1995 d.564, effective November 6, 1995 (operative 

March 1, 1996). 
See: 27 N.J.R. 2829(a), 27 N.J.R. 4281(b). 

N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.17A(c)6xxv through xxvii, as added by R.1995 
d.564, operative May 1, 1996. 
Amended by R.1998 d.28, effective January 5, 1998. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 3603(a), 30 N.J.R. 129(a). 

Amended (c)1i through (c)1iii. 
Amended by R.2000 d.166, effective April 17, 2000. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 4151(a), 32 N.J.R. 1376(a). 

In ( c )6, inserted a reference to 2508 in vii, inserted a new xxv, and 
recodified former xxv through xxvii as xxvi through xxviii. 

5:23-2.18 Inspections 

(a) Preliminary inspection: Before issuing a permit, the 
construction official and appropriate subcode official shall, 
where necessary, examine or cause to be examined all 
buildings, structures and sites for which an application has 
been filed for a construction permit. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

(b) Inspections during the progress of work: The con­
struction official and appropriate subcode officials shall 
carry out periodic inspections during the progress of work to 
ensure that work inspected conforms to the requirements of 
the code. 

1. Inspections of one and two-family dwellings for 
which construction must cease until the inspection is 
made shall be limited to the following: 

i. The bottom of footing trenches before place­
ment of footings, except that in the case of pile 
foundations, inspections shall be made in accordance 
with the requirements of the building subcode; 

ii. Foundations and all walls up to grade level 
prior to covering or back filling; 

(1) For new construction, a foundation location 
survey showing all building corners of the foundation 
shall be submitted to the construction official as soon 
as possible after the installation of the foundation 
wall. A land surveyor licensed in the State of New 
Jersey shall prepare the survey. The proposed foun­
dation location as shown on the original plot plan 
shall also be shown on the foundation location sur­
vey. 

(A) Exception: A foundation location survey 
shall not be required for additions, decks, swim­
ming pools, sheds as described in N.J.A.C. 5:23-9.9 
or similar structures. 

(2) For new construction and additions, the foun­
dation location survey for a building that is located in 
a flood plain shall include flood hazard certificates as 
required by section 1612.5 of the building subcode or 
section R301.2.4 of the one-and two-family dwelling 
subcode. 

iii. Utility services, including septic; 

iv. Mid-point inspections shall include the follow­
ing: 

(1) Building Subcode: All structural framing, con­
nections, wall and roof sheathing, and insulation. 

(A) The framing inspection shall take place af­
ter the rough electrical and plumbing inspections 
and after the installation of the heating, ventilation 
and/or air conditioning duct system. 

(B) For buildings containing roof or other truss 
systems, a truss system and permanent truss brac­
ing inspection shall be performed prior to the 
installation of any interior roof truss covering ma­
terial. Where the truss design utilizes the interior 
finish as bracing for the bottom cord, that portion 
of the bracing shall be part of the final inspection 
and shall be in addition to the components of the 
final inspection in (b )1iv below. 
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(C) The insulation inspection shall be per­
formed after all other . subcode rough inspections 
and prior to the installation of any interior finish 
material. 

(D) The inspector shall use a Department ap­
proved checklist. 

(2) Electrical Subcode: Rough wiring, panel and 
service installation. 

(3) Plumbing Subcode: Rough piping. 

2. Inspections for all subcodes of construction, other 
than one and two-family dwellings, shall be limited to 
those required for one and two-family dwellings and the 
following: fire suppression systems; heat producing de­
vices; any special inspections required by any subcode of 
the regulations; 

{1) The mid-point inspection shall include a review 
for compliance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-7, the Barrier Free 
Subcode, for buildings required by N.J.A.C. 5:23-7.1 
to be accessible. 

3. Any additional inspections, as permitted by this 
chapter and as may be required by the municipality, shall 
be of the type and nature that construction may continue 
without interruption; 

4. Additional inspection schedule: Where buildings 
proposed for construction exceed two stories in height or 
by their nature pose complex or unusual inspection prob­
lems, the construction official or appropriate subcode 
official may specify additional inspections to the applicant 
in writing prior to the issuance of a permit and during 
construction in the case of unforeseeable circumstances. 

(c) Notice for inspection: 

1. The owner or other responsible person in charge of 
work shall notify the enforcing agency when the work is 
ready for any required inspection specified herein or 
required by the construction official or appropriate sub­
code official. This notice shall be given at least 24 hours 
prior to the time the inspection is desired. Inspections 
shall be performed within three business days of the time 
for which it was requested. The work shall not proceed 
in a manner which will preclude the inspection until it has 
been made. 

(d) Final inspection: Upon completion of the building or 
structure, and before the issuance of a certificate of use and 
occupancy required herein, a final inspection shall be made, 
and any violations of the code shall be noted and the holder 
of the permit shall be notified of any discrepancies by the 
construction official. The final inspection shall include: 

1. Building and Fire Subcode: Installation of all interi­
or and exterior finish materials, sealing of exterior joints, 
mechanical system and any other required equipment. 

5:23-2.18 

2. Electrical Subcode: Wiring, devices and fixtures. 

3. Plumbing Subcode: Piping, trim and fixtures. 

4. Tests required by any provision of the adopted 
subcodes. 

5. A review for compliance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-7, the 
Barrier Free Subcode, for all buildings required by 
N.J.A.C. 5:23-7.1 to be accessible. 

6. Verification of compliance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.5, 
Posting structures. 

(e) Inspections records: The enforcing agency shall make 
a written record of all inspections, including any discrepan­
cies or violations noted and shall maintain those reports as a 
public record which shall be available for public inspection 
during normal business hours. 

(t) Department inspections: At the request of an enforc­
ing agency, the Department may assist the enforcing agency 
in the inspection of any construction, provided that the 
enforcing agency has submitted the plans and specifications 
for such construction to the Department. 

(g) The construction official shall serve as an agent of the 
Bureau of Housing Inspection of the Department of Com­
munity Affairs for the purpose of inspecting newly con­
structed and altered hotels and multiple dwellings in order 
to enforce the provisions of the regulations for the mainte­
nance of hotels and multiple dwellings (N.J.A.C. 5:10). 
Responsibility for inspection may be delegated to the appro­
priate subcode official(s). 

(h) Periodic inspections: The building subcode official or 
fire protection subcode official may periodically inspect all 
existing buildings and structures, except one and two family 
dwellings, for compliance with the rules with respect to 
posting. Such inspection shall specify any violation of the 
rules with respect to the posting of floor load, occupancy 
load and use group of the building. 

Amended by R.1981 d.182, effective June 4, 1981. 
See: 13 N.J.R. 187(b), 13 N.J.R. 333(b). 
Amended by R.1992 d.244, effective June 15, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 1147(a), 24 N.J.R. 2243(a). 

Class I inspections added to (b)liv. 
Amended by R.1996 d.323, effective July 15, 1996 (operative January 1, 

1997). 
See: 28 N.J.R. 2112(a), 28 N.J.R. 3549(a). 
Amended by R.1997 d.304, effective July 21, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 2204(a), 29 N.J.R. 3248(a). 

Added (b)lii(1) and (d)l. 
Amended by R.2000 d.166, effective April17, 2000. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 4151(a), 32 N.J.R. 1376(a). 

In (d), added 2; and added (h). 
Amended by R.2003 d.187, effective May 5, 2003. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 4248(a), 35 N.J.R. 1939(c). 

In (b),rewrote liv. 
Amended by R.2003 d.216, effective May 19, 2003. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 16(a), 35 N.J.R. 2203(a). 

Rewrote the section. 
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