Gov Prnnre D, Muprsy | Ly, Gowv. Tasmsaas L. Wiy
STATE oF NEw JERSEY
OFFICE OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND PREPAREDNESS

NJSARS SUCCESS STORIES

NJOHSP encourages the public, law enforcement, first responders,
and our private- and public-sector partners to report suspicious
activity that could be related to terrorism. In the last few years, such
reports in the tristate area led to investigations that thwarted several
terrorist plots. Here are a few incidents in which a suspicious activity

report helped uncover and frustrate possible attacks.


https://www.njohsp.gov/

NEw JERSEY SuspiciOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING: SUCCESS STORIES

Incident Location

ucce:!

In May 2017, a Paint Pleasant man was charged with plotting to build a pressure-cooker bomb and
detonate it in New York City in support of ISIS, The suspect, Gregory Lepsky, stated to authorities that he
wanted Lo become a suicide bomber and “kill as many people as possible.” He claimed he joined ISIS after
communicating with the terrorist group through social media and had purchased plane tickets to travel to
Turkey.

In September 2016, homemade explosives were found at three locations in New Jersey and New York. The
first device exploded on September 17 in a garbage can in Seaside Park, New Jersey, before the start of the
Semper Five Marine Corps Charity 5K run. The second explosion oceurred on the same day in Manhattan,
injuring 31. The third set of devices was found on September 18 in a backpack near the Elizabeth train
station. The suspect, Elizabeth resident Ahmad Khan Rahimi, was apprehended after a shootout with police
in Linden on September 19.

Prior Lepsky’s arvest, Point Pleasant police submitted a suspicious activity report after a family member
notified lazw enforcement that he had a weapon and was going to kill the family dog. During the course of
the investigation, police discovered Lepsky had conducted research on hiow to make a pressure-cooker bonb,
specifically the article *How to Make @ Bomb in the Kitchen of Your Mom,” published in al-Qa’ida in the
Arabian Peninsula’s English-language magazine, Inspire, Lepsky has been federally charged with attempting
to provide material support to ISIS.

In 2015, six men were charged with plotting terrorist acts in the name of ISIS. The cell, which included
Samuel Topaz, Nader Saadeh, and Alaa Saadeh, as well as several individuals in New York, including Fareed
Mumuni and Munther Saleh, planned to travel to Syria to join ISIS.

Rahimi’s arrest was due to citizens reporting suspicious activity to local authorities. Four hours after law
enforcement officials issued alerts with photos of the suspect, a bar owner in Linden saw a man sleeping in
the doorway of his establishment who resembled the suspect. He notified Linden police, who took the suspect
inta custody following a guufight. The previous day, two men found a backpack containing five pipe bowmbs
near the Elizabeth train station. They notified local police, who detonated the device. On October 13, Rahimi
was charged with attempting to murder police afficers. In Octaber, Rahimi was found guilty of eight charges
in federal conrt in New York.

In November 2014, a phone call from a private citizen in St Louis, Missouri, to the SAFE-N] tipline alerted
the NJOHSP Counterterrorism Watch (CTWalch) to a violent Facebook post from an individual in Newark.
The post stated, “Today 1am going to walk up to a cruiser and shoot a cop in the ... head.”

A tip from a private citizen, in addition to law enforcement spotting Munther Saleh heading toward the
George Washington Bridge two days in a row, led to a search of the suspect’s computer, which contained
ISIS propaganda. As of February 2017, all six men have pleaded guilty to federal terrorism charges, including
conspiracy to provide material support to ISIS.

In December 2011, a pile of newspapers was set on fire on the front porch of the Army ROTC office at
Rutgers University in New Brunswick, which was followed by an attempt to insert additional burning,
newspapers through the mailbox slot. The following January, there were attempted attacks on synagogues
and Jewish institutions in Bergen County involving Molotov cocklails.

CTWatch alerted the New Jersey State Police and the Newark Real-Time Crime Center of the post. The lead

was entered into the New Jersey Suspicious Activity Reporting System (NJSARS) and other law enforcement
agencies, including the Newark FBI-Joint Terrorism Task Force, were notified. The individual was identified
in less than an hour and subsequently arrested.

In June 2010, Mohamed Alessa and Carlos Almonte were arrested for altempling Lo travel o Somalia to
provide material support to al-Shabaab, a foreign terrorist organization. Authorities were first alerted in 2006,
when Alessa threatened to bomb his school. In the subsequent four years, Alessa and Almonte threatened
Bergen County College students and then desecrated a Coptic Christian Church in Jersey City,

These incidents were reported to NJSARS and in addition to citizen tips, assisted in identifying the
individuals responsible. Aakash Dalal and Anthony Graziano were charged with criminal mischief,
conspiracy, aggravated and bias intimidation arson, possession of a weapon, and counts of attempted
murder. They became the first to be convicted under New Jersey's anti-terrorism statute following guilty
verdicts for terrorism and bias intimidation.

In May 2007, a group of self-radicalized men conspiring to attack US military personnel at Fort Dix was
arrested. Their intent was to kill as many soldiers as possible in the name of Islam.

The culmination and proper reporting of these incidents ensured these individuals were on authorities’
radar. In 2010, federal authorities arrested Alessa and Almonte at John F. Kennedy Airport in Newo York
Jor attempting to travel to Somalia in support of al-Shabaab. Ou March 3, 2011, they pleaded guilty to
conspiring to join al-Shabaab to kill US troops overseas. Both men received sentences of over 20 years in
prison.

The individuals, known as the Fort Dix Six, were caught due to the actions of a stare technician. They asked
the technician to convert a videotape of their weapons practice to @ DVD, The technician reported the video's
content to his manager, who then informed local police. The County Prosecutor’s Office was notified and the
information was entered into NJSARS, An FBI investigation resuited in six convictions and sentences rang
from 20 months to life in prison.

We encourage all partners to report suspicious ac

FENJ (866-47.

) or e-mailing tips@njohsp.gov.
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Rahimi Arrest Highlights Public’s Role in Combating Terrorism New Jersey: Family's Report Thwarts Pressure-Cooker Bomb Plot Teen Accused of Plotting School Violence at a Graduation
Ahmad Khan Rahimi—a.k.a Ahmad Rahami—who was responsible for bomb-related A Point Pleasant (Ocean ('a‘mul man faces federal terrorism charges after a family member Ceremony in Ocean County, New Jersey
lncdents in Seaside Park, Elizabeth, and New York City in September, was arresed after rraic rol friends, relatives, and
citizens reported suspicious activiy 1o local anthorities, underscoring the Importance of the hoos cxtocioos iy s comntering olimce, Acconting 1o subotbes, Oraypty Lepeky plood On June 21, auth,
ubic in countering terroism. On September 19, enforcement officials i New Jersey and 10 build a pressure-cooker bomb and detonat it in New York City o “kill s many people a5 o ot a bigh vin Plamsted Township (Ocean Couniy),
New York issucd alerts o Twite and other pltfors with photos of Rabimi, statng he was possible” n support o SIS,

wanted in connection with explosions in both states. These messages were also sent to cellular

subscribers in the New York/New Jersey metropoli

Mitthew Vanderbeck of Upper Frechald Township (Moamosth County)
+ On February 21, arelative potified local law enforcement that Lepsky {hreatencd school violence st New Egypt High School’s graduation and
had a weapon and was going to kill the family dog. Officers discovered .
the dog alive, but with  large wound, and subsequeatly amested
ual complain, Lepsky stted tht he had stabbed i o statc i itentions 0 conduct the shocting. Futher
dog because, n his view of Islam, dogs are “dity” He also sad he a fircarm,
planned o killhis mother and praised ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi \MN\ 0.3 ncarby sporing goods tor old him 1o e the ca aflr
s intcntions, Vanderbock cxprossed intrcs in Jancs Holncs,
During the investigation. ofcers found bre e frererer Mo Loy dvrlpraieierwotirs
a pressure cooker in Lepsky's close, Aurors, Coloradar in July 2012 Vanderbeck proceeded 1o dye his hair red 10
a5 wellas several books onjiad and

emulate Holmes.
suicide bombing. On May S, federal

prosecutors charged Lepsky with
attempting to provide material support
10IS1S, which carries  sentence of up
1020 years in federal prison.

« Approximately four hours afer the
issued, a bar owner in Linden saw
o man later identified as Rahimi sleeping RN
inthe doorway of hs establishment and ade explo
notified police. Linden police offcers
responded and, following a gun fight
th Rahimi, took him into custods

Overview

The previous day, two men found a
backpack containing five pipe bombs
near the Elizabeth train station. They
notified local polce, who detonated the
devie

Vanderbck is being held st the Ocean County Jail and s charged with making terroristic thrests with
a threat o kill and attcmpling o possess a fircarm for an unlawful purposc. He is facing 30 years in
state prison afler the State Attomey s Office approved the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office
requestto charge Vanderbeck with terrorism

Family members, peers, and close SAR Success: Multiple students made school administrators n-(«/v ‘anderbeck’s verbal and
contacts may be the first o notice radical online threats. They, in turn,
shifts in behavior and atitude, as well as notification of authorities, as ndla @ climate of epenness -mnng Jdmnl staf., studen
wnusual Internet activity. According 1o police. a deadly school in New Jersey may have been
oo «m reports, Islamic extremists
71 percent more likely to “leak” their

ickentitentions o fients elatives, or

er associates, compared 1o 53 percent of

extremists, such as neo-Nazis

and white supremacists.

Such success indicates public outreach eforts
aimed at raising awareness of terrorism-
related behaviors and teling citizens where o
report suspicious activity can yield impactful
results. With this in mind, the New Jersey
Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness
(NJOHSP), in cooperation with state and
nwuwn] s sever
A

. and

In March 2018,

in New.
Plumsted Police submitted a suspicious activity report (S: ok Ocean Couny Presecater’s
Office andto NJOHSP, which resulted in the investigation and arrest of Vanderbee

harged with attempting
police officers. Federal cl
ongoing efforts

Ement ocal "ee something, s something’
campigs, inching our Homustown Security Ifnive + The family member who contacted Point Pleasant police first noticed a chang
behavior in December, stating he began expressing radical Islamie rheoric
nessages and social media posts. Lepsky stated, “Alla
‘commands us Muslims to fight against the desbelivers [sic] until there is none left”
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Lepsky's
text

‘We encourage all partrers to report suspicious activity to local law enforcement and
to NJOHSP's Coun m Watch by calling 866-4SAFENJ (866-472-3365) ot
emailing fips@njohsp. gov

We encourage all partners to report suspicious activity to local law enforcement and to
NJOHSP's Counterterrorism Watch by calling 866-4-SAFE-NJ (866-472-3365) or e-mailing
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Tip Leads to Convi

On February 22, 2019, Roberto Rivera, former physician from Ridgewood
(Bergen County), was sentenced to 25 years in state prison. ﬁ,u,...mgm....m,..\
Jor passessing explosives and assault firearms. A citizen’s tip led 10

November 2012, River
making materials and assault weapons.

ons for Bomb Materials and Weapons Tip Leads to Arrest of Suspect With Loaded Firearm at Union
County School

On June 13, it 46-year-old ion of a louded
Sirearm in the parking lot of an elementary school in Westficld (Union County). The action
stemmed from a tip received by the New Castle County (Delaware) Police Department.

o movred  ockplleof et coud b e o ks

ounds of explosives, fuses, laboratory equipmen, and two MAC-11

el frears. One of the isaul frcarms had 3 swed-offbare)and was

concealed inside a bricfease along with fully loaded high-capacity magarines, 7

s and disguinc. uthorics o discovered olders marked “Revoltion” and

“Anarchism,” which contained writings evidencing a potential attack. rescarch and instructions for
has TA nd

The Westfield Police Dépanmcnl arrested Thomas James
Wilkie, a resident r for possessing a loaded
ﬂrc'nrm on school pr  they received a tip from the
v CasieComy Polcethat the spet s s

 the Tamaques Elementary
Sehootn Weatild Th sspecthad emred e sehoe and
called his acquaintance from th fron offc. Responding
offces then encountered the suspect i his vehicle i the
oo ssid tht Rivers . pemicat school parking lot, where he had a firear loaded with
explosives aflermoving o Ridgewood i the summer of 2011 and becoming radicalized by s okl goiatbillts, and kal S aleo iad v foedei Tameqtes Henenay Sco,
Wall Stret Mov e omiciedonhe weapo chirgos on s 1, 2019 A an e ligeof amuion s 130 ownds ofsumcuson were st o Couty
in'the vehicl’s trun

weapons a

Rivera was convicted on November 26, 2018, for possession of 8 destructive device. During his
g in February he o ot rophyoetn o cuec on .

explosion that 2.ton Wall Street frmbetion in ordze 10 maks & ‘Wilkie has been charged with unlawful possession of a firearm, nlawful possession of hollow-

poliealstatement, He rceived the masimum senience of 25 s point ammunition, possession of a fiream in or upon the grounds of an educational institution.

and criminal trespassing on school grounds.
SAR Success: According to the Bergen County Prosecutors Office. a conversation regarding power

outages caused by Superstorm Sandy and Riera’s concern about how such outages would affect the SAR SUCCESS: New Castle County Police immediately reported the tip to the Westfield
chemicals he was collecting led 10 the iniial investigation and raid of Rivera's home. Additionally, Palce Department whic esponded fo he choo oo and arevid e iopcs The
i of packages to his County Prosecutor’s Office then immediately notified NJOHSP of the suspicious
is w0 activity report (SAR) and the arrest of Wilki. In March 2018, Attorney General Gurir S.
counter potential violence. Grewal issued a Directive requiring all low enforcement agencies in New Jersey to

immediately report threats of e agunst shools. Du 0

to authorities, a deadly school shooting in New Jersey may have been averted.

action and notification

Suspicious activity with a possble rom shouk b rported immodiey o xtin proccls
vty co oo b epricd 24710 NIOIISIs CTWatch by phone $66-SSATENI (366-472-3368) o e R
e ‘We encourage all partners to report suspicious activity to local and county law enforcement, and
10 NJOHSP's CTWatch by calling 866-4SAFEN (866-472-3365) or emailing tips@njohsp
For morc information, contact NJOHSP's Intlligence Management Burcau st cutrsach Gnjohsp sov or
609-584-4265.
SEE something, SAY somethin SEE something, SAY somethin
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