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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
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BN \

Senators and Members of the Greneral Assembly :

Taze Constitution requires me to give an account of “the
condition of the State;” and to “recommend such measures as
may be deemed expedient.”

‘Tt is' & matter of ‘deep regret that, in makmg this my first
annual communication, I cannot accompany it with the cus-
tomary congratulations upon the prosperous condition of the
country. " The facilities which have abounded of late years for
an extended use of credit have led to much wild and visionary
speculation ;' and a general thirst for wealth, to be attained in
the speedlest manner, with the least labor, has seized upon
many ‘communities and induced thousands -to abandon their
..ordinary avocations, such as the slow and gainful pursuite of
agriculture and'the mechanic arts, for the purpose of embark-
ing in hazardous schemes. ' This crowded and feverish competi-

tion:in*the'race for wealth, has, in many instances, engendered
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reckless extravagance in private life, and these, together with
an excessive importation of foreign merchandize, have finally
brought about a financial pressure, which has suddenly de-
pressed the value of every kind of property, and embarrassed
every branch of industry. ' '

But in the midst of all this, we have reason to be thankful
to the Giver of all good for the abundant harvests, and the re-
markable health, with which he has blessed us, and that, thus
far, the ordinary severities of the winter have been kindly
tempered to the poor and needy. The partial return of confi-
dence, and the. signs of renewed animation in some depart-
ments of trade may, I trust, be regarded as the harbinger of
better days and a more hopeful future.

It is gratifying to be able to inform you that the duties of
the various departments of the government have been per-
formed with fidelity and diligence.

BANKS. e

The sudden revulsion in monetary affairs has resulted in a
temporary suspension of specie payments by the banking insti-
tutions of the State. They did not, however, procede, but fol-
lowed in their action the banks of neighboring States, to whose
course -they were obliged, in some degree, to conform by an
oppressive law which compels most. of them to redeem their
circulation in the cities of New-York and ‘Philadelphia. - But
a large portion of them have already resumed the payment of
their obligations..in specie, with a praiseworthy promptness,
and it is believed that the others will follow their. example at
an early day. So far as I have'any knowledge, our banks are
amply-able to meet their liabilities to the pubhc, and are gen-
erally sonnd. - ; ; ey

A state. of a,ﬂ'alrs hke the present is too apt to. beget crude
andmsmnary theories upon-the subjects: of public:.credit and
finance which can never be reduced to ‘practice, and which the
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wise will ever avoid. It is not prudent, upon the appearance
of every feverish symptom upon the body politic, to attempt
legislative relief ; and those ailments which spring from plethora
in business are best treated by the curative power of time.

The interests of the people are.well guarded by laws estab-
~ lished for'their security, and it is impossible—even if it were
desirable—to relieve the banks from their liability to the en-
forcement of these laws. Banks and their Qedltors stand
toward each other in the relation of contracting parties, and
the Legislature cannot alter or abrogate a single legal remedy
which existed at the time of making the contract; they must
.remain in full force and effect until the obligations created
during their existence are fully cancelled. The clear and pre-
cise language *of ‘the Constitution, upon this point, is: ¢ The
Legislature shall not pass any law impairing the obligation of
contracts, or depriving a party of any remedy for enforcmg a

contract which existed when the contract was made.” '

Nor, lookmg to the future, does it seem to me to be proper
.to repeal laws which have been provided for certain emergen-
cies, as 800D 8s :b,he'contmgencles arise whlch they were in-

The proprxety of enforcmg existing penalties, in a. given
case; had better be left to the just sense of the public, and ‘to
the actxon of the ‘courts' of justice. Tt is rare indeed that harsh
réme&féd 'will be enforced, unless there be present unmrstakable
evidences of bsnkrhptcy or fraud A ygen R L

¥ ”e safe and correct course to be pursued in, a cnels
lxke thit " throu b, whlch We are: now _passing, is to. exerclse
goc{eyatrop a.nf forbearance on the one ‘hand, and to make
nsparing eﬁ'ortf to reheve the qecessmes of the pe0ple o

s .. 5 foare 7 -,
- All banks must,.from their \very nature, he mterested in tho
genem .prosperity, and the community reclprocaily 1nterested

m%wdfare ood mana ement, and integrity of the banks.
2 taagcs o ’ g
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Entertaining these views, I shall not recommend any legisla-
tion upon this subject, but shall submit it to you with full con-
fidence in your wisdom and discretion.

TREASURY.

The Treasurer—a most faithfal and courteous officer—has |
prepared for ‘ne the following abstract of the finances of the
State :

STATEMENT OF TREASURER'S ACCOUNT.

Whole amount of receipts for the year 1857, in-
cluding the balance in hand January 1st,
1857, and $40,000 received from the Joint
Companies for extra divident on 2000 shares
of stock, is - . - - - - -

Whole amount of disbursements, ordinary and

$240,270 20

*  extraordinary - - - - - - 237,211 78 .
Balance 1st January, 1858 - - - - 8,058 42
* Ordinary expenses - - - $130,296 33 ,
Extraordinary - - - 106,915 45 _ _
v — 237,211 78
Appropriation of 1855, and paid in 1857 to the
State Lunatic Asylum - - - 5725 16
Appropriation of 1856, and paid in 1857 for the
relief of State Pnson - - 5,000 00.
Balance of appropriation of 1856, pald in 1857
to the several counties for the use of Pubhc , :
‘Schools - - - 20,450 97
Appropriation of 1856, paxd in 1857 for State =
Geological Survey - - 1587088
Approprmtlon of 1856, pald in 1857 to State i o
- Normal School - - - 8,000 00
Appropriation of 1856, pald in 1857 for repairs’ ! '

of State Arsenal - te ¢ 1,000 00

s $55,546 51




Appropriations Still Unpaid.
Appropriation made in 1855 for Webster’s Dic-

tionary - 4,400 00
Appropriation made in 1856 for Llppmcotts
Gazetteer, supposed - - - 3,000 00
Appropriation made in 1857 to State Colomza,-
tion Society - . - - 1,000 00
Appropriation “of 1857 to State Lunatlc
Asylum - 9,000 00
Ba.lance of approprmtlon of 1857 to Pubhc
Schools . - - - - 20,608 44
A | $38,008 44
gl Estzmated Recezpts Jor the Year 1858.
Paterson and Hudson River Railroad, and taxon ¢
" capital - - - 8,150 00
Central' Railroad of New Jersey, and tax on
Zeapital ¢ =i s - - - 22,363 27
Paterson a.nd Ramapo leroad and ‘tax on e
- ¥4 capital " v L e o G480 9

. Dividends on the stocks of Gamden and ‘Amboy ;
““Railroad ‘and’ C’anal Oas. ¢ L7 i .l 12,0000 00
Pransit Dutiss "o« 1 T L 124,604 86

Interest'on Bonds of Joint Compames - -7 2,640:00
,I;terest .on Bonds and Mortgages . +138 00

- Pedlars’Licenses | - - s oeens = 1550000
; Eorfelted Recognizance -~ - - i .500 00
Wﬂov : f £ S ne i : -——-,---—
ey  gngrar gl . $169,278. 38
! Ammdst Ja.nuary, 1858 . - - 8,058 42°
:3? 5 , YL ee————

vlpomx:,z; A o $172,336 80
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The amount of school fund mvested and draw-

ing interest, is - - - - 416,648 01
Invested as follows, to wit :
Bonds and Mortgage - $178,338 01
Loans - - 174,000 00
. Bonds of Joint Companies 37,000 00
Bank and Railroad Stock 27,310 00
‘ ——— $416,648 01
Increase during the year - $1,878 22

Tt will be seen by the first item in this above account that
the Treasurer has received from the Joint Companies, the sum
of Forty Thousand Dollars, ($40,000,) in addition to the ordi-
nary receipts from that source. This may be called a species
of loan, without interest, volunteered to the Treasurer by the
Companies, with the understanding that they would take in
payment therefor, if authorized by the Legislature, the four
hundred shares of stock which the State received, as a stock-
holder, under the late extra dividend of 20 per cent. in stock,
made by said Companies. -Until this transfer is effected, or
payment made in some other way, this clearly stands as adebt
of the : State. . That .the unpaid appropriations above men-
tioned should also be;regarded as debts, is equally clear, forin
all instances they are intended to provide for the payment of
liabilities already incurred in some way by the State. From
this: we :may, perhaps, except the appropriation of one thou-
sand dollars, made for.the benefit of the Colonization Society,
and even this.is an obliga‘bion which we are in honor bound. to
discharge. -

“The’debt of the State may then be set down as follows

Standing debt” - - - s $95,000 00
Loan from Joint Companies (as above) - 40,000 06
_Unpald a.pptoprlatlons (including money due

*'schools,) - - - - 788,008 44

Prisori liabilities (as shown by the Keeper’s
account,) - - - - - 15,508 69
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Messrs. Merriam; for 400 copies Webster’s Dic-
. tionary, purchased by State Superintendent of
Schools in 1857 - . - - 1,760 00

" Total mdebtedness of the State - - $190,277 18

The above account may, or may not, include all the debts of
the State : the Treasurer being simply a disbursing officer, can-
‘not know what liabilities may have been contracted without his
knowledge I believe, however, that our indebtedness will not
vary much from the amount stated.
NThe available assets of the State are, viz.

Two  thousand shares of stock of Joint Compa.-

-snies’ - e : - - $200,000 00
Bonds of. Joint Compa,mes - - 44,000 00
Bond and Mortgage = - - - 2,300 00

gaairidE sakandl i o0 O $246,300 00
'“Tt.must be remémbered, however, that if any portion of these
assets be used to reduce our debt, the revenue to the State from
these sources must be proportionably diminished.

+ In view of our embarrassed condition, it becomes us to insti-
tute a system of the most ngld economy, and to make no ex-
\p‘qulgnrggw not, absolutely reqmred by the necessities of the
§§9§%Im it

16 will be percewed that the tax upon the capltal stock of
t@e New:Jersey, ijroad and- ,Transportatlon Company for the
/year 1858 which is $17, 425, is not included in the estimated
recelpts, for the reason that it was advanced by the Company
q,t thé"énh ‘of "the year 1857, to the Treasurer, and used by that
B aoﬁcef’(xbr"the ‘liquidation of various unpaid appropriations.—
J.Eh;s ag, ix}, ), my, judgment, entirely proper, for, had be not
‘ * done so, our mdebtedness at thls tlme would ha.ve been greater
ﬁw&hﬁt&éxteni: aluzbonti das gaabh
Mﬂew&nammg estlmated recelpts w1ll not cover the prospec-
ive expenses of the State government for the curremnt year,

-
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including those standing appropriations directed by.law,—a8,

for example, the appropriation to the common schools,~—which-

have become a portion of our regular ordinary expenses. The
gross amount of these is about $200,000, and the estimated
receipts, including the balance in the treasury, being $172,-
336 80, it will be perceived that at the end of the year there
will probably be a deficit of about $28,000. The necessity for
some provision to meet this contingency is very apparent.

The honor of the State, and the rights of our creditors alike
require that provision should also be made, at an early day, for
the payment of our liabilities, and especially of such as are
held by creditors of limited means. Without undertaking to
make any recommendation in this regard, I respectfully submit
the whole subject to your wisdom and experience, with the as-
surance that it will give me great pleasure to concur in any
constitutional measures which promise so desirable a result.—
The propriety of allowing interest on two of the unpaid appro-
priations above specified, namely : those to the Messrs. Merriam
,ond the Lunatic Asylum, is respectfully presented for your
consideration, by request of the parties interested.

PRISON.
Iim happy to be able to state to you that the affairs of ‘the

prison have been satisfactorily and successfully conducted
during the past year.

+ The following is &n accoun’t of 1ts 0peratxons, m gross, du-'

rmg that penod g .

“Drofits - - e - - . §13,09469
Qo8ts. = =i ymiiy = e n 18,462 06,
Gan o DL e L gy

The above item of « costs, &oes not mclude the salamea of
the. officers of the prxson, wlnch are always pald from the State
treasury.. . . . £500 7
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¢7 This’ result, especially when we consider that the manufac-
turing -department ‘has "been  greatly affected by the universal
¢mbarrassment in business, exhibits a degree of good judgment
and industry highly creditable to its chief officer. The keeper
‘yepresents the present liabilities of the prison to be. fifteen
thousand five hundred and eight dollars and sixty-nine cents;
assets, three thousand seven hundred and twenty dollars and
forty-nine cents. :

: “The health and conduct of the prisoners has been generally
g00d;‘and their decorous and quiet deportment give evidence
that anp'.roper system of discipline is maintained. For a more
fall understanding of all matters connected with this institution
for the year just ended, I respectfully refer’ you to the accom-
panying report of the keeper. ,

EDUCATION.

No more important subject can claim your attention as legis-
lators than that of eleméntary education. In a government
like ours, where all power is derived from the people, they
‘should be' virtuous and intelligenit, that they may not abuse it ;
hence it'is* the paramount duty of’ the State to see to the edu-
‘dation 'of those Who, in their turn, are to take their post in the
dares' of 'its" administration. “The’ perpetuity of civil and reli-
' ”‘li"f)‘aft‘y;"tli'e’ 1ast hope of ‘mankind,’depends, urder “God,
pon, thé propet” edacatiott of thé' presént -and coming genera
tiohs! "¢ has been well sald’ by a- distinguished predecessor

dvértior Vroom), that « intelligénee is‘the companion-of vir-

6, and “they, ‘together, form the safe’ pillars of the State;
5 ‘eﬁé‘iﬂ;"igﬁdrince-i's‘ the‘parent of vice, pauperisin and crime.”
hdbever” the dictates of duty’sr patriotism’ may lead you in
¥ @btlon upon'this’subject; it'will-be my- pride 4nd ‘my plea-
8°to Co‘operate with you.”" No'effort shiould be spared until
6d’ ¢omhion ‘School education’is ‘placed within'the reach of

’ ﬂu: iﬂ 'th,d Stﬂt\e.;‘ FRAME HIMNE 5
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gable State Superinténdent of Public Schools, he makes the
following remarks: ¢ The school statistics of those counties
from which full returns have been received, compared with
those of the previous year, show a small increase in the number
of children who have attended school, and in the amount of
money raised and appropriated to their support, as well as a
marked improvement in other important particulars.”

“In the remarks of the town superintendents accompanying
the reports, they speak of a greatly increased interest among
the people on the subject of education, the truth of which is
fully confirmed by extensive personal observation among them,
as well as from other sources of information. I am fully con-
vinced that at no former period in the history of the State has
a more general interest been felt among the people on this im-
portant subject, as evidenced by the laudable exertions they
have made to sustain the schools and other educational move-
ments.”

NORMAL SCHOOL.

In connection with thls subject, it grves me pleasure to refer
to the continued growth and.prosperity of the Normal School.
Whatever doubt may have existed as to the wisdom of esta-
blishing th1s institution. whllst our revenue was perhaps. inade-
quate to the additional expenge - involved thereby, there can be
none s to its. value, nor as to the duty and policy of the State
to cherish and sustain it. The whole number of puplls who
have, enJoyed 1ts a.dvantages since its orgamzatlon,\ls one, hun-
dred and- elghty (180) ;,of these, sixty-six (66) ; are now engaged
ag teaehers din; some\,of our public schools, wrth marked and
gratlfymg ‘suceess. - ;- The.. character of. our_schools, and, the
amount of, knowledge 1mparted therem, depends almost ent;rely
upon | the . character and :qualifications of those who teach ;
whatever, therefore, tends 1o, elevate ‘the standard of mstruc-
tors, elevates, at the same time, all who. come within, their
influence, and that State best subserves the mterests of i 1ts citi-
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zens; of every class, which multiplies the number of teachers
thoroughly -educa‘qed in the science and art of teaching. It
gives' me. pleasure to testify, from personal observation, that
the:#:School” iis conducted with singular ability, and promises
abundantly to. realize the expectations of its founders and
friends:: I commend it to your: fostering care.

,»The -Model ‘School, .a valuable appendage to the Normal
School, is also in a flourishing condition. It is here that the
pupils of the latter have an opportunity of acquiring the prac-
tice, at; the same time: that they are learning the theory of
feaching. . x| el i r

* The Farnum Preparatory School, an institution established
by the munificence-of the philanthropic gentleman whose name
it bears, has, by the :action of your late.predecessors, become
8 State dnstitution. -Its primary object.is.to give those who are
destined for the Normal Bchool .a more thorough. education in
elémeéntary branches than can ‘bé generally obtained in our
common schools ; -but’ it also has an experimental department.
Thete are already one hundred and thirty students there, and
the;namber is rapidly on‘the increase.

*hi?l}u"* B0 s \

RRem oy ¢ B Bead; vk ;
_GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

NHARY B otdune . od ¢ £ SIS
L800H afterthe adjonrnment of the last Legislature; I effected
. affinip] sottlentenit of ‘all ‘ccounts with the offiders of the late
Geolopieal Burvey of ‘New Jersey; ind gave them warrants for
thY payment f their'demandsi—which Warrants were paid by
: fﬁa'.Tl‘"easﬂréi',J-'-’aﬁﬂ ‘theréis' not'at this time-any outstanding
vi-'d‘eb.t.s.‘ ainst the survey of ‘which I have any knowledge. :'The
. Whole'ependitiifs’ growing dut'of ‘this work, from -the' time. of
i f;g“g:fbd'mﬁl‘éﬁcénién}:" up: to ‘the' date’ of suspension, was' forty
#higusand ithree hdridred and “seventy dollars and thirty-eight
“cents, ($40,370 38.) % P
‘Early in.the month of May I gave an order to Professor
.-‘,-ﬁ«»v¥?’ge" H. Cook to collect all the property of the State,
Mnnegted with the Survey, and not in the State-house, and

1
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to deposit it in some safe and convenient place. He mmedi-
ately entered upon-a discharge of the business assigmed him,
and the articles are now securely lodged in *“ Van Ness Hall,”
—a building belonging to Rutgers College, at’ New Bruns-
wick,—where, he informs me, they may remain during the
pleasure of the Legislature, without charge for room rent. A
copy of the order, together with an inventory of the property,
is herewith ‘presented to you.

At my request, the late officers have provided me with a
succinct account, in writing, of the condition and progress of
the Survey at the time of suspension. These papers you‘will
also receive. :

The -only :county in ‘which. the survey was completed was
that of Cape May. ' A small number of the) copies of. the re-
port on this county has been printed, but these are held, by
law, at such a restrictive price,—viz. : two-dollars per copy,—
that ‘but few individuals are- disposed to gratify their desire
to have one. The stereotype plates for the book, together with
the plate for the map, are in our possession, and I respectfully
suggest that authority be given to have a suitable .number of
the Reports printed. If sold at a reasonable price, a consid-
erable number of them can_be dxsposed of, much to the edifi-
cation of its readers, and we shall thus be enabled to carry
out, to some .extent, the. laudable object for which- the Survey
was established; Lieut. Viele, of the Topographical Depart-
ment, informs me in his report, that the Survey is nearly com-
pleted in all. its departments, in the, counties of -Sussex . and
Monmouth, whxlst in several others the Work s very far
advanced,...; ... ¢ Gt .

L ghall, be ha.ppy tp ,be mformed of the purpose of the Leg—
islature xelafive to, the further;, prosequtlon of . the. Survey, and
also s t0,the disposal of the prOberty to! whlch reference has
been made. P A 3t
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LUNATIC ASTLUM. .

The Lunatlc Asylum,—-that charitable institution designed
to relieve the sufferings and misfortunes of those of our fellow
beings in whose minds an inscrutable Providence has permitted
the light of reason to be extinguished,—continues to dispense
its benefits and blessings to all who come within its benign in-
fluence. . Our-State has much reason for congratulation in the
possesalon of an. institution which, it is thought by those com-
petent to judge, will not suffer in comparison with any other of
‘thé kindin the world. You are respectfully referred to the
réport of 1ts Board of Managers, herewith transmitted, for a

detailed account of its operations during the past year.

“The best evidence of its utility and success is to be found in
the fact, that of the twelve hundred and thlrty (1230) patients
received in the Asylum from its opening, in May, 1848, up to

' the present time, seven hundred and fifty (750) have been dls-
c'ﬁat'ged recovered or improved.

From the yearly abstract of the Treasurer of the Asylum,

learn that L

.The })a.lance in his hands, from last , year, was $22 81
: venue account from Asylum p - - 38,196 78
-’-Becexvet‘l from State Treasury - - - 5725 16
RgeLta” ) $48,944 75
Pald ‘out for the bteward s ac-

,/u‘,,,ogu‘g o oY -$48,940 42,

' ‘i"r-glg,noem Trea,surers hands it B8 S .

[ atin “ $48, 944 75

b"n‘nuil appropnatmn from the State Treasu'y, ind the
) from' private - patients; together with the products of
m and garden, have been equal to its expendlture, ‘and
btedness has been' incurred: ~‘This shows o degres of
inggement upon the part of the: managers and oﬁicers
i8'worthiy of all commendation, '« e.v ~
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[N

For a complete account of its affairs in all their ramifica-
tions, I beg leave respectfully to refer you to the lucid and sat-
isfactory reports of the Board of Managers and the Superin-
tendent, and also to the inventory of the property by the
appraisers, all of which you will herewith receive.

QUARANTINE.

I have been informed by the New York Commissioners for
I the removal of the Quarantine Station, that an application
| will be made to you during the present session for the passage.
of an act enabling them to locate the Quarantine buildings and
hospital at Sandy Hook.

I have upon a former occasion pubhcly expressed my de-
cided hostility to this measure, and have only at this time to
reiterate that expression.

It would doubtless be gratifying to the people of New Jersey
to have any plan adopted which would lessen the danger from
| pestilential diseases to our neighbors of New York, or other-
| wise promote their interests, could it be effected without en-
tailing similar dangers and disadvantages upon ourselves; but
that such would be the result of the contemplated movement
must be apparent to all who have glven any reﬂectxon to the
sub.]lect.

MILITIA.

The necessity.of revising our militia Jaws has been so often
- presented to the Legislature, without:eliciting favorable action,
that it may appear an obtrusion on my part to present the
subject again for your consideration. I am, nevertheless, con-
stained by a sense of its lmportance to invite your attention to-
it once more,. - - 7 T -
Qur forefathers found; 1t necessary to maintain an orgamzed
and well disciplined militia, and; this.was their, chief reliance
during the struggle which brought them ‘in conflict with:the
) ;
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Bes>t of English soldiers ; with what success, the liberty which
we at this day enjoy furnishes ample evidence. A standing
‘army is inconsistent with the genius of our government, and
olight'to be kept within the limits of absolute necessity, but
ailch State should be-able at all times to assist in repelling in-
va.'ions and to suppress the outbreaks which sometimes threaten
16’ 'overwhelm all civil .authority and power. -Owing to !;he
geographical position of New Jersey, which gives us a long line
of "gea-board, and our proximity to larger cities, it is especially
HE648HTY $idt We ‘should be prepared for such contingencies.
I'% # Yafv’bi-ﬁblé consideration for this branch of the public
" géfvice, abd trust that you will'make such modification of the
P '= I%né'ia'ﬂérfecf‘miliﬁa system as will render it more efficient
: ?ﬁgﬂiqre accgpt@})}e to citizen §oldiers. ‘

P EARD (8

Ce,

X ‘5.'!?;1"‘711'{‘&;: ARG, L it s v ra
%6 wabiwi 2900 ¢no +ADJUTANT GENERAL. :
Alites o8 ‘

By the report of the Adjutant General, it will be found that
f,:é',de.cided'improvement has taken place in the military organ-
 ization and spirit throughout the State, during the present
" This has been practically manifested,” he says, « by
) W}&onf of nine ,new companies,” and ¢ that these, in
,those previously commissioned, comprise in all one
”"E‘!:" aﬁzven, (147.) ‘They are generally well
di},»,“«f,';, ’M“;ji'lllgd."\‘ Your attention is especially
10, sugpestions made by that officer. '
eeply regret to find appended to this report a resignation
mmission by the Adjutant General. - It has not been
for Trztill hope that he may be induced to reconsider
ation, which, if éarried out, would deprive the State
aldable military knowledge and experience of an
s 80 ‘acoeptably discharged his duties' through s
tof ‘service. o - : » :



18

QUARTER MASTER GENERAL.

You are referred to the accompanying reports of the Quarter
Master General for a full understanding of the operations of
his department. ‘

The order and superior condition in which the arms of the
State are kept does great credit to that excellent officer. In
accordance with an act, passed 10th March, 1856, he has,
dui'ing the past year, made some very necessary and judicious
repairs to the Arsenal. These have been effected with proper
economy, but the appropriation made by the act referred to,
viz.: one thousand dollars, ($1,000,) will not suffice’ to com-
plete the alteration. ;

The act provides that the Quarter Master General shall
render a specific account of the expenditures made under its

provisions, and when that is presented you can best judge of
the propriety of making a further appropriation to continue
the repairs.

PILOTS.

‘The report of the Commissioners of Pilotage, herewith sub-
mltted, presents to you a detailed account of the labors of the
* New Jersey Pilots, and furnishes further evidence that they are
fully entitled to the confidence and patronage of marmers, and
to the protection of our State.

BLIND,-DEAF AND DUMB, AND IDIOTS.

There are thn'ty deaf and dumb and blmd beneﬁcmrypupﬂs.
Qf _this State in the respective institutions of Philadélphia and
New York. I have made a personal examination into . their
condition and progress, and can truly say that they are in full
keeping with the expectations one might form considering the
excellent character of the establishments in which they are




‘ 19

placed. |, There is.no annual appropriation made by the Legis-
lature wlnch dispenses so much happiness as that set apart for
the benefit of this unfortunate class of our fellow-beings.
In this connection, I beg to call your attention to another
: d_epgr;ptxonpf unfortunates who have never yet:received that
pa,f‘entgl' care from the State to which their misfortunes would
geem to entitle them. . I refer to the idiotic children of parents
who are not possessed of the means to give them a proper edu-
cation. That such children are capable of great xmprovemenb
is now umversally conceded ; some of them, indeed, give evi-
dence of ‘a degree of mental development which would compare
favorabls  with that of many reared under happier auspices.
y’: txtutlon for the training of feeble-minded children has
0 enﬂy ‘established by the-State of Pennsylvania, and is
\ﬂl'dqr ‘the supermtendence of Dr. Parrish—a name distin-
{shéd” or p'hilanthropy and medical science. Should it be
{ {lf'“vml' to mc Tude these unhappy children within the: scope of .
‘ neﬁcence, T am well satisfied that, under his kind and
‘E‘l{i hupet‘vmon, they would receive every attentlon which
thé

ge(fuhar and aﬂixcted cxrcumstances reqmre.
e ST R

$,da¢
;'e“.'-f* dotls - PEDLARS,

dmsfbeen made to me, especlally from our north-
hﬁ nof;a.few of the persons jpursuing the busi
and, peddhng in thosé parts, fail to comply
qmrement of the law, which:compels.them, under
. obtain authorlty from: the State annually to prose-
hu;mess -1 This class of individuals are, in tha; ‘main,
gitizans of our;Stdte nor natives of our country,—=are
eot\,ﬁo taxatign, and have. no- lasting, intefést in our
¥a» They not- unfrequently sell: igoodsof inferior
_ weéxorbiitant prices, to the ignorant:and unwary, to
iriment:of -the purchaser and to- the damage of regu.lar

yr L§
v'Ss;-r-u-‘ HENA ; 4
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ship to proseclute guch offenders, but those officers seldom or
never pertorm that duty. It has occurred to me that if it
were made the business of the Prosecutor of the Pleas for each
county, to enforce the law, when notified of its violation, that
the revenue of the State from that source would be considera-
bly increased, and much fraud and imposition thereby pre-
vented. There would seem to be a propriety, also, in having
State interests protected by State officers.

GOVERNOR’S FEES.

A clause in the “fee bill” provides that the Governor shall
receive for ‘“the seal to any certificate, exempliﬁcation, or
other - paper,’ ’ the sum of one dollar. This is one of the per-
quisites of the office, by which it was designed to make up the
deficiency of a comparatively small salary. The fee has never
been taxed to individuals, for in a large majority of -cases it
could not have been collected, nor was it paid at all until
under the administration of my immediate predecessor, when
the opinion was given by the late Attorney General, that it
should of right be drawn from the Treasury; and his judgment
was sustained by the two Legislatures which have assembled
since that time. The principle upon which this opinion and
action were based, has been settled from time immemorial by
the legislative sanction given to the payment, -from the Trea-
sury; of forty cents (40) to the Secretary of State for counter-
signing these very same papers of the Governor’s. The clause
which regulates this latter action contains the same language,
and follows immediately after.the one in -question. Under .
these circumstances T have drawn a portion of the fees which
have accumulated on this account; but Raving since then, for |
the first time, made an examination of the law, I am in some
doubt -as to its true mea.ning and intent. ‘I therefore respect-
fully request you to give such an interpretation thereto as will -
set this question at rest for the future. Should it be adverse
to the present construction, I shall immediately return to the
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Itea.sury a sum equal to that which I have recexved on this
&ocount. A

e . PARDONS.

o The law requxres that the COurt of Pardons shall convene
durmg each session of the Court of Errors. The approach of
a ‘meeting bemg publicly known, it not unfrequently happens
that the whole family of a convict will appear in person to
mqke application for his pardon. These people are almost
u&yemlly poor, and not able to incur the expense incident to
J¥isit, yet they are constrained to come, and to stay through-
[.‘th_e whole session of the court, by the urgent solicitation of
fhe pnsouers, and the hope of procurmg their release. In the
gurso of a year nearly every prisoner becomes, in this way, a
candidate for pardon. The importunity of these pitiable peo-
f»le—and they are genemlly wcmen and children who must be
henrd at each opening and adjournment of the court—is dis-
mg and vexatious in ‘the extreme, and quite one-half of
e xs consumed in- llsteumg to their appeals Thls, to-

7 donir g ’po'wei' is wmely and ‘safely vested ‘and if it
: g&rma‘s commiit errors in judgment, it simply serves to
Yﬂmﬁcommon thh a!l other human trlbunals, it can
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the duty of government to legislate for the prevention of these
evils, I know of no method to accomplish it so effectually as to
restrain, by every practicable means, the abundant facilities
everywhere afforded to the young and the irresolute to culti-
vate and gratify their appetite for stimulating drinks. This is
a subject which, without regard to political consequences,
should claim your solemn attention as wise and beneficent
legislators.

RESOLUTIONS.

I lay before you sundry resolutions which I have received
from the Legislatures of Maine and Connecticut respectively,
with the request that they be presented to you. -

REGISTRY LAW.

¢

The ballot-box must be protected if the people are to respect
and abide by its verdict. I know of nothing better adapted to
this purpose than a rigidly enforced Registry Law. The claim
of a citizen to exercise the high privilege of suffrage ought not
to be decided upon at the last moment, when the decision is
likely to be swayed by the heat of party passion, or lost amidst
the clamor of a crowd. . It will:add to the dignity of elections,
it will give respect to the result, if a previous registry of the |
voters is made, so that all may know the person designated by
law for the iexercise of this high prerogative. Such a regula-
tion is especially needed for our principal towns angd cities,
where 8o many of those who make application to vote are per-
sonally unknown to the officers of election. It is a measure
which cannot but commend 1tse1f to every considerate and fair-
minded citizen,
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B idec o ' NATURALIZATION, &C.
(‘,ﬂ T 8 i

' miitAdditional evxdence is furnished with each returning election

of the undue influence exercised thereat by ignorant persons of

foreign birth, many of whom can neither read nor comprehend
' our constition or our laws ; who have had no knowledge of the
mhdory or practice of self-government in their own countries,
w‘lo «afford but feeble evidence of their ability.to appreciate
it 1‘ ne: dn this. I would not thus unjustly characterize all
, ‘%oieek our shores, for I know that there are among
“th telhgent, virtuous and patriotic men, who reverence our
wand are 'a.ttached to our form of government whose inter-

Wm&twe of freemen P it is the very foundation on which our
oyernment is based, and should be surrounded by every safe-
hth human wisdom can devise, . Wxth all respect. to

,—but it does not, ana cannot, confer .the right of
his power rests with a State. It is solely an act of
ei n wfll and plgasure to des1gnate ‘the: 'persons

ege ‘may be ‘extended to 4 female, a”minor, a negro,
ér, and in the same manner foreigners may be ‘per-
Wbte ‘lmmedlately upon their arrival in this cowitry,
: y%e forever prohibited therefrom even thouglh they
‘y’natura'hzed citizens. 'This is plainly one of the
ind reServed rlghts of a State, over which the general

<
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government has no manner of control. If, then, it be the
right, it is certainly the duty of a State to aid in maintaining
the purity of its elections, by every practicable means. The
evil which it is sought to remedy arises not alone from the
conduct of the foreigners, but also from that of some of our
native born citizens. If it were left entirely to their own option
to seek naturalization and the right of suffrage in their own
time and way, and at their own expense, but few of this class
would ever appear at the ballot box. But who has not seen at
the approach of every important election, unscrupulous politi-
cians hunting up the ignorant foreigners, pressing them to visit
our courts, and urging them not unfrequently to perjury, pay-
ing for their “papers,” and then watching and controlling -
them at the polls until their votes are deposited, according to
the contract. ’

Such humiliating scenes- would rarely, if ever, occur if the
adopted citizen was compelled, by State authority, to wait for
a period of two years after his naturalization before he was
allowed to vote. No one, other than himself, would venture
to incur the trouble and expense incident to the process of
naturalization if “its benefits were to be postponed to so remote
a period. - To effect this, would involve an alteration of our
State Constitution—yet the subject is well worthy of your
patriotic consideration.

L
'ALIENS, PAUPERS AND CONVICTS.

Stringent laws should be pa§éed by both the General and
State governments, to prevent the landing within our borders

_ of alien paupers and convicts. All Europe has for years past

been pouring this class upon our country in countless numbers,
thereby burdening us with taxation for their support, and
spreading abroad crime, poverty .and disease. Most of our
large.cities on the seaboard, and many in the interior are over-
run with alien vagabonds and their vagrant children. This is




25

Aha.d condition of things, cven. for the present, but becomes !
still gloomier when coupled with reflections of the future, for
such are the materials which are to constitute, in no distant
tllnb,\part of the soverexgnty of our now happy people.
o
vﬂ*nuh

“(. ,I.‘ Sevegs 7
%9 By, Y

'.}‘h

'SLAVERY.

ej ry‘dxscussxon of slavery continues to be the only
| iﬁta o to the internal quict of the Republic. While
ng is bette‘r'sett)ed in history than the fact that the early
esmen who laid \he foundations of the national government
Jea the gradual extinction of this evil as certain, yet the
' nui geparture from right, so far from being corrected by
& hag been widening ever since, and the chief contest of
'tg%l,partles is now upon the question of its further exten-
Pq contmued agitation of this distracting question
levery pamotxc heart with SOITOW, for nothmg could

amt ha.s been ma.de by a portion of the south,
seeks to invade their constitutional rights.—
be further removed from the truth than this accu-
fai‘ a8 New Jersey is concerned—and the same is
porth generally—she would not deprive any of her
of a single constxtubxonal right: but while she
8, ‘slié ‘must maintain her own, and insist by all
¢ wheh"her free born laborers and mechanics go

L3/ RarYEIN
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_ forth"to mew regions, in company with those of other States,
they shall go as the equal of the white man, and not be placed |
upon a level with the‘negro.

The doctrine that Congress has no power over the subject of
slavery in the territories is one of modern origin and growth,
and is diametrically at variance with the theory and practice
of the ablest statesmen of former days, from every section of
the Union. The ordinance of 1787, by which slavery was ex-
cluded from the territory north of the Ohio, was drafted by
the same hand which penned the ¢ Declaration of Indepen-
dence,” and was enacted by the votes of not a few of those
who framed the Constitution of our country. The Missouri
Compromise, by which slavery was to be forever prohibited
north of thirty-six degrees, thirty minutes, was adopted before
all the Fathers of the Republic had passed away, and was sus-
ta.med by the most distinguished and illustrious of their suc-
cessors, and down to the time of giving ‘a territorial govern-
ment to Oregon its full validity was recognised.

If the opinion of a majority of the Supreme Court, as given
in the Dred Scott case, is to be regarded as settling this point,
it would seem that from the foundation of the government, its
chief men have been laboring under a strange delusion as to
the right of Congress in this matter ; and if Congreﬂs is to be
constxtutlonally deprived of the right to regulate the question
of slavery in the territories, we can only insist that it shall
be left to the free and untrammelled will of a majority of the
voters therein.

Let even this principle be fairly enforced, and there can be
butlittle doubt, at this day, that the institution of slavery will .
be-confined within its present limits.

\ FILIBUSTERING.

In connection with this subject of slavery, and kindred to
it in a great degree, is the violation of our neutrality laws by
a species of piracy known as filibustering. This reckless
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SR or adventdre, Which in former days sought the subjuga-
tio W?Ciﬂ)é;‘ﬁs it now ‘does that of Central America, finds
'@& $logists and “advocates among those who are looking
Sbh it to the extension of slavery. May we not hope that
gﬁ@&f ‘our pe'dpl‘e‘who ‘gustain this movement will pause
efore they fully endorse a course of policy so utterly at
o8 WitH international comity and law, which is so adverse
, best interests ‘of ‘the union, if it does not indeed tkrea-

i ts, to jebpardize its perpetuity.

€

TARIFF.

v ’e;’“ﬁpa.ncial straits of the general government will perhaps

necessary once more to raise the duties on imports to

point as may protect for a time our manufacturing at-
i{ﬁéb it is not by such spasmodic and compulsory enact-
hat our home industry can be properly protected. If
msels should ever prevail in Congress, I cannot but
;}fed,tha.t the business interests of our wide-spread land
placed upon such a footing that they will no longer be
ot to the capricious disasters which seem, under existing
\0e8, to occur almost periodically.

1
ek

0
CONCLUSION.

e two days preceding the adjournment of the last
ere were presented to me for approval one hun-
irty-six bills, containing more than two thousand
| pages of manuscript. Most of these bills were
ne within the last few hours of the session, and so
, being able to make an examination into their
time scarcely permitted me to take a hasty glance at
‘required the constant services of an expert as- ‘
range them for my signature, and prepare them for
mple notice of the fact will, I trust, prevent its
n the future. '
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In the belief that the welfare of our constituents is best pro-'

moted by the enactment of few laws, and by brief sessions of
the Legislature, I have suggested little business for your con-

sideration. It will be my pleasure, nevertheless, to co-operate |

“in the passage of all measures which promise to advance the
happiness and prosperity of our cherished State.

May He who rules the destinies of nations, crown with His

blessing your deliberations for the public good. :
WILLIAM A. NEWELL.




