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EDWARD BIEDRZYCKI, being duly sworn
according to 1aw,toat1f1ed.a; follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ What 1s your full neme? A, [Edward Biedrzycki.

Q Mr, Bledrzycki, on November 2, 1937, d4id you serve as
a deputy superintendent of elections in Hudson County?

A I did.

Q Lnd as such deputy wefe you assigned to the First
Ward, Fifth District in Jersey City? Ae. I was,

Q And was that the only district you were to supervise?
A  That is all, |

Q And did you work there all day? A. I did.

Q@ DNow, will you be kind enough to start right in the
rnorning md just give this Committee the beneflt of some of
your experiences on that day? A. Well, I came in Tuesdaj,
and I came in a couple of minutes late, and I was told that
ne of the Republican Board members was manhandled, he was
threatened. That was the first thing in the morning. He asked
pn have this fellow bring in his papers.

Q His citizenship papers, you mean? A, That is right,

they told him~- one fellow told him that he will take him
e at night. And about one o'clock there was a fellow cam@
, he voted-- he was going to vote, and this fellow Charles

as noticed the handwriting didn't compare, it didn't match.

Q@ Charles Balas, what is he, a memMber of the Board?
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officers I got the officer and we had him piaced under arrest
in the barbershope The officer took him by the arm, took him |

out in the street and let him go, and he went in the hall.

bear the offlcer say anything to him, but he let him‘go Just

1ike that.

Lholc day? A. MNost of the day.

Yes, & Republican member,
A Republican member of the District Election Board?

Yes. And he found that out and he told me to get the

Did the officer say anything to him? A, I didn't

Do you know who the officer was? A, Yes.
Do you know his name? A. No.

Do you know his number? A. Yes.

What was his number? A. 618.

That was on his badge? A. Yes.

Was he the officer that was stationed there for the

Had this floater voted? Had he actually voted?
No, he didn't vote.

Mr. Balas caught him before he voted? A. That 1is

And the policeman just let him go? A. Let him go.

Now, go one A. The pbliceman went in the hall.

en he went in the back room of the barber shope Then Mr.
lee came down and we had the place closed down about two or

ee times,

Q Why? A. On account of this floater,
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Q This éne? A. This one, _and we had the place
closed down and had the place cleared, and them saying that
we stopped the voting.

Q Why was the placecleared? What was going on in the
place that it was necessary to clear 1t? A, Somethlng
about a challenge list., They were.arguing about & challenge
list.

Q@ Who was that? A, The Democrat --

Q The members of the Board? A. Democrats and
Republicans.

Q Was this the challenge 1list they were arguing about
or didntt you see 1t? A, I saw it once, that is all.

Q What was the argument about? A, It was about some
br the fellows == there was two or three fellows had to go
to the court house to get something to vote, I don't know what
it was,

Q You mean the black list, not the challenge list.

t is, the prohibitory list., What was the argument about?
id Balas say these people should not be permitted to vote?
‘ A Until they got permission.

Q | A court order? A. A court order.

Q@ And the other members of the Board said what, it wasn'$

ecessary? A. "Do your jobe It is none of your business,*

omething like that.

-

Q In other words, they told him the question of the black
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list was none of.his bus;ngss? A, That is right.

Q And it was not necessary Bo refer to it when people
eaﬁe in;‘ Did they also argue about the challenge list?

A Oh, yes, & couple of times, but they took it away
later on. They put it somewhere, I don't know,

Q@ You mean they refused to permit Balas to look at the
challenge list? Ae. They didn't refuse, but I didn't see
them use it sny mores

Q Were you there when the argument started about it not
being uaed?4 A. I was there.

Q And what did Balas say? A. Well, he told me to
call up Ferguson's office, and they came down and they closed
the plece up at the time, And everything was straightened
out =~ I think it was straightened out., And during the
evening there was a bit of commotion there also.

Q@ What happened then? A. Well, there was quite a few
of us fellows there from the club hduae and we were standing
against the wall, Mr. McGovern came in --

| Q Which McGovern is tﬁat? Ae The Commissioner,

Q William McGovern, the City Commissioner?

A Y;s.

Q Goone A And he told the deputies to keep the
hell away from the box,

Q He told you that? A, He didn't tell me, he told

all of us. There was about four of us,
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Q Go on. Ae And he made & motion just like this
(indicating) or something, to strike someone, I don't know who

it was; but we were all lined up against the wall and when

the counting was going on I didn't see a thing.

Q Why not ? Ao I was pushed away, I was told to get |
out of the way, I was in front of the clerk's way, they |
couldn't write, they said; I had to get out of the way, they
wouldn't let me there,

Q You tried to get a position to watch the count snd
they wouldn't let you look at the ballot? A. That is right

Q Why? Were there so many people in the place?

A All the people were in the back aitting down, ; '
Q who were these people that you say pushed you aside
50 you couldn't see? A, It was the Democrats. There was ,
about five or six of them around the boxes I couldn't get no=
where near it., I was up against the wall, ‘I couldn't get

near it.

Q@ Now, during the day did you notice a comparison of thj

signatures being made when the voters came in? ‘

A Yes,
' Q Who made the comparison of the signatures?
A Charles Balas,
Q@ And was he permitted to do that all day long?
A Well, he wasn't permitted; he did 1t on his own

accord, I gueas,

Q Well, was he stopped from doing that? A, Well, he

o
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told then 1t would be less trouble if he would keep right on

going. But he sald, "I em allowed to do this and I am going

-~

to do 1t;“
A MR. YOUNG: Who was “he?"
THE WITNESS: Charlea~Bal;a.
MR. YOUNG: Was he a member of the Election
Board?

THE WITNESS: Yes,

MR, WIENER: Yes,
Q Was he stopped from doing that on various occasions?
A No, he wasn't stopped.
Q@ ©Now, in this district there i1s a discrepancy of 43
votes between the original count and the recount. In the
original count Moore received 524 votes and Clee received 7
votes; in the recount Moore received 500 votes and Clee
received 26 voﬁes, a difference of 43 votes in this one
district. Is there any way that you can account for that
having taken place, that discrepancy? A. I don't knowe
I thought that was the real count; the first count I thought
was the real thing,
Q@ Do you think if you were permitfod to look at the
ballots and watch the ballot that the second count would have
E-on the first count? l§ I think it would have been.

Q In other words, if there was not this force applied

Miereby people other thamn those that thought they had the

rpight alone to look at the ballots, the count would have been
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different than 1t Qast A. I think 1t would. There would
have been arguments over the baliots. .

Q@ How were the ballots called, called straight
Republican? A, Straight Democrat is all I heard.

Q There were no split ballots called at all? Did you
hear sny ealled'at all? A, There were two ballots that
.were put on the side.

Q Those were tto‘void ballots, But you didn't hear any
split ballots called? A, Noo

Q Who was calling the ballots? A, The Judge.

Q Thet was Edward Tem¥ Ae I don't know his name,
but I know him if I see him,

MR, YOUNG: What district 1s this, the First
Ward, Fifth District?

MR, GIULIANO: That is right.

MR. YOUNG: Mre Wiener, could we have the list
of the members of the Election Board? Have you got
that?

(Mr. Wiener handed a paper to Mr. Young.)
»MR. WIENER: I think that is all we want this

gentleman for. That is all. Thank you.
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CHARLES BALAS, being duly sworn according to
law, testified as follows:
MR, YOUNG: Mr. Balas, may I ask you & question
before Mr. Wiener does?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
MR. YOUNG: Were you a member of the Election
Board of thia district in the primary?
THE WITNESS: No, sire.
MR. YOUNG: Waa-thiu entire Board changed after
the primary?
MR. WIENER: All of them new? All new?
MR. YOUNG: All four of the primary ones were
indicted.
MR. WIENER: They were all news
(Discﬁasion off the record,)
BY MR. WIENER: L
Q@ What is your full name, please? A. Charles Balas.
Q And on November 2, 1937, did you serve as an
Bleetién-- District Election Board member in the First Ward,
Fifth District of Jersey City? A. I dide I beg your
ardon. Just & moment, I overheard a conversation Just e
1ittle while ago while Mr, Biedrzycki was on the stand, and it
s stated that probably this here inquiry was rehearsed. I
uld like to have it understood that this was not rehearsed,
Q Well, we are not worried about that,

A This is the truth.
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|
Q We know that, because you are going to testify. l
You have got enough guts to stand on your own, &nd what you
say you know you dide Ae. Yes, sir.

Q@ That is more than we can say for & lot of other

people we have had over here. You therefore reported to that
district in the morning? A. I did.

Q DNow, will you be kind enough to tell this Committee
your experiences, starting in the morning and right through
the rest of tﬁo day? A. Yes, sir, I reported to the
First Ward, Fifth Distriet, which is on Henderson Street,
Jersey City, at 7:30 in the morning, I believe it was, or ‘
seven o'clockes I filed my papers and was sworn in as a membe}
of the Election Boards And, naturally, we proceeded with thn‘
election as usual, counting the ballots to see that everythiné
was in order, Then the voters started to come in, Three or
four voters passed which were eligible for voting, and then a
party ceme in at about a quarter of eight, I believe, came in |
about & quarter of eight. And I asked the party his nsme.
The party stated his name, and I looked in the binders and |
found out he was a naturalized citizen, I doubted his
citizenship, so I challenged his ability to votes I asked him
to bring his citizen'papors if he wished to vote or else he
would not votes And I believe that is the power of the
Election Board member to challenge any vote that you believe

1s not supposed to be voted. And when I challenged this party

I was approached by four gentlemen who grabbed me cautiously




: .I Uh!-rii.l Baias = 1193

and carefully by the neck while another party by the name of
Joseph Ambrose tried to strike me, |

Q@ Joseph Ambrose? A, That is right. He attempted to
strike me. And in the meantime, with a few loud remarks

they stated that if I did not do what I was told and 4id not
mind my own business and to go about my work as usual I would
get my head handed to me.

Q What did they mean by "usual™t A, Just to go to
work‘and ask the parties thoir-nanea‘and to ask them where
they lived and just let them vote.

Q Whether they were on the challenge list or black listt
A Whether tﬁey were on the challenge list or black list,
just let them vote, because they have got plenty of votes to

get in that day.

MR. YOUNG: Did this voter's name appear on thJ
challenge 1ist?

THE WITNESS: I don't knowe I looked at the
challenge 1list, I believe, twice, and when I tried to
refer to the challenge list, they took the challenge
1list away from me. They sald, "That is wasting too
much time., Take that chnllengealilt away from him,*
And they took the challenge list away and I didn't :
see 1t all day.

MR. YOUNG: Do you recall that voter's name?

THE WITNESS: Let me see. At present I don't

recall it, but I have it in my mind. It has just alipFo
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my mind,
MR. YOUNG: Was it & long name? :
THE WITNESS: Yes, and Italian name.

Q Was this man pormitted to vote? A, Yes, he was
permitted to vote by a vote of three to one, mind you. The
Board members take a vote, naturally, and they say, "Well,
does he vote or doesn't het* .

“What do you ;oto?"

;Ies.“

'What~do you voto%'

"Yes." )

‘Ihat*do you vote?™

*Yes." .

Oo K« It was three to one and he voted, that is all

there was to it.

Q@ And the other Republican-~ A, Supposed Republican.

Q (Continuing) == stood up with you as usual?

A Hmm, Against,

Q And that man was permitted to vote? A, Yes, he was
permitted to vote just like the rest of them.

Q@ And no attempt was made to have him produce his

jeitizenship papers? A. No, sir. Every vote I tried to
Lh&llengo they would not let me see the challenge list or

Bnything, snd in order to show the persons I challenged, I

rked in the poll book "Voted against three to one.” It is

the poll book, it is marked "Voted three to one" %hat he
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voted. There 1is qulﬁe-a few names in the poll book marked
that way under “Remarks."

Q After you had th#t experience did you also have any
experiences about that challenge sheet? A, Yes. I tried
to get hold of the challenge sheet. I remembered & few
names that I could possibly remember that seemed familiar to
me, and &s iho party came in to vote I challenged that vote,
and somehow or other the challenge list appeared agein, and
then he was allowed to vote by affidavite |

Q@ VWas there s vote taken on that or was he asked questid
as to whokhcr or not he had moved? A, ..No questions at
alle

Q@ Just permitted to vote? Ae. That is all, by
affidavit,

Q What was your experience with the black list or
prohibitory 1ist? A. The black liut.' That was set aside;
they didn't have any time to look at the black liate

Q@ Didn't use the black list all day? A, Very seldom.
If I had a chance to grab hold of it while voters were not
going on or ballots were not being handed out, the black
list was looked at,

Q@ Did eny other Board member but yourself challenge a
voter during the day there? A, No, sir, not one.

Q@ Each time you challenged a vote you were beaten by

three to one? A, Yes, sir.

ns

Q@ In every instance? A, Yes, sir.
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MR. YOUNG: May I interrupt?
MR. WIENER: Yese
MR, YOUNG: I notice the neme of "Adsm Burke"
here on the challenge list.‘
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
| MR. YOUNG: An examination of the records
shows that Mr. Burke voted on that day in that
district. No affidavit taken for his vote. Were
affidavits taken from all voters challenged?
THE WITNESS: To tell you tﬁe truth, sir, I
didn't have the binder from A tofbolieve Je I had
.the binder from M to Z. |
MR. YOUNG: I just wanted to kmow when Mr,
Burke camé in whether he was challenged~-
THE WITNESS: No, sir, he was not challenged,
sir.
MR. YOUNG: His name appears here on the liste
THE WITNESS: Well, naturally, we didn't have
no use for that list all day.
Q@ You mean you were not permitted to use it?

No, were not permitted at alle It was not necessary,
I guess, in their estimation.
Q What was your cxperience concerning comparison of

-ignaturea? When you saw & person come in and sign their

neme and that signature did not look alike or you thought it

8 not the same signature, what would happen?
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A Well, I just called the Board member over and asked
him if that signature corresponded. I called the challengers
over and asked them to investigate the signature and see 1if
it corresponded to the one in the binder. Naturally, they
possibly kmew whﬁt sort of & vote it was or something of that
sort, and they paid no attention to it and said, "Well, it
looks something like it,." |

. Q@ You were again outvoted as usuel? A, Yes, sir.

Q Even though the signature was definitely different?
A That 1s right,

Q@ VNo question in your mind that the signature was not that

of the same person? A, That is righte
Q And in spite of that the Board insisted these people
be given a ballot and permitted to vote? A. The usual

three to one, yes, sir.

MR. PALESE: Who were the names of the three?
Who was the Republican member of that Board?

THE WITNESS: I don't recall, sir.

MR. YOUNG: Edward Czaplewski,

Q Did you have one particular experience where a voter
ceme in, made some kind of a mistake so he was definitely
‘natabliqhed to you as a floater, and you ordered him arrested,
pr something like that? Ae. Yes, sir.

Q@ Would you pleasse tell us about that? A. A perty

pame in, I believe it was about two o'clock in the afternoone
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iHe looked to be of the age of twenty-one, because I know him,
| He got out of school after I dide And I know where he

I

| lives, too, to tell you the truth. He lives right on

I

| Montgomery Street right next to the Americaen Rellway Express

|Agencyz

| Q@ Do you know his name? A, I believe it is Jimmy

| Parisi.

| Q Go sheade As He came in in the aftermoon. I
asked him what his name was, He says, I believe it was
{Dominick Lieto (?)e All right. "Very well, " I says, “Go
ahead and sign your name.," I registerod him in the bindef.
He signed his name, took ;he ballot and voted, and before he
was able to put the ballot into the ballot box I summoned the
deputies and had him arrested, placed him under the custody

of the deputies. The deputies, naturally, grabbed hold of
him and told him he was under arrest. And without any

explanation or anything, in walks an officer of law, a police=

mene

Q@ Do you know his name? A, I don't know his neme but
I kmow his numher.

Q@ VWhat 1s 1t? A. 618.

Q Did you write it down, is that why you remember it?

A That is right. In walks an officer and says, "wWhat is

-

the trouble? What is the trouble? Well, in order =-

Lnturally, he was a Jersey City policeman, and in order to meke

look dignified we said, “Well, Officer, here is your man.
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and

Q VWhat was wrong with that?

told him to beat it, scram.

day? A. Yes, sir,

three,

really know his name, he lives on
down to Henderson Street to vote.

81 Dougherty.

Q Who 1s the other fellow?

> 0 T e W s L e

Q@ Did you tell the officer why?

Ao

that? We asked him to lock him up.

1199

Lock him up and we will file charges ageinst him just as soon

as we get a chance.,” And %pe officer says, "All right."”

A. Yes, because

he was & floater, I told him he is under arresat, he voted
under false pretense. I told him, "Have him errested and we
will file charges egainst him later.” He said, "All right,
the man is in my hands."™ He gof out the front door and the
deputy escorted the policeman the floater outside the door,
eand as soon &3 he got outside the door, the deputy came

running back and says, "The policeman }et him go."

What was wrong with

We asked him to perform

his duty, somewhere in the line of duty, anyway, and he just

Q@ Did you notice any other floaters come in during the

Q This one == A, This one and two mores

Q These three are people that you know of your own

in contact with for e while. And the second party I seen I

Washington Street, He came

I believe they call him

Ae.

A party, I believe he

Q lMeny of them? Ae Three, I believe. I can recollect
|

knowledge? A, Yes, sir, that is the ones I really have been
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came in to vote for Petrick McDoneld, and he came in at
eight o'clock to vote for Patrick McDonald, end st four

o'clock in the afternoon hé came in to vote for John McNeil.

Q The same fellow? A, Yes, sir, the same fellow. |
‘ Thet is the time that Sidney Goldberg was there, I
| Q Former Assemblyman Goldberg? A, Yes, sir, Sidney
Goldberg 1s his name, He was left there by Senator Clee to
see that the honesty of the Election Board was upheld, And
he came in there, and when this particular party came in to
vote for John McNell I motioned to Sidney to keep an eye on
him.. Sidney said, "All right," he understood me., He said,
0. Ko Out came John McNeil with the ballot, stuck the

ballot in the ballot box, and I sald, "Sidney, get him,

Get him, Sidney." Well, Sidney grebbed hold of him, snd four |
‘fellows grebbed hold of Sidney. Four fellows grabbed hold ofi
Sidney and punched him up ageinst the wall, and this party
Joseph Ambrose that I referred to previously, well, Joseph
Ambrose welloped him, Well, Sidney went out the front door.

| MR. PALESE: On his own account?

THE WITNESS: No, with the pressure of the
inside power. 8o he went out the front door, and out
came Sidney yelling out the front déor, "Will somebody
call en officer? Well, I have a very loud voice md

I yelled for an officer o Previous to that an officer

came in of his own accord. And when I hollered, "Will
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|
somebody call sn officer imn here?™ no officer
showed upe He was outside perfor;ing his duty,
keeping the polling place clear, In the wind wup
Sidney got the officer and said, "I want you te aasis%
me in catching that man, he voted twice.,"” He looked
&t him, he looked at the polling place, he said, "I
am sorry, I have to take care of this polling pluce.“l
Sidney went chasing after the fellow, but naturally ‘
he couldn't cateh him because he got away while he was
arguing with the officer.
Q Was that 6187 A. No, the other fellow was rolievedi
and he was watching for him,
Q The other fellow was too efficient? A, Yes, sir.
No matter how hard you yelled he wouldn't come im because he
realized we were members of the other party.

Q What do you mean by “members of the other party"?

A  Naturally, when there was some trouble in the line of

the Democratic party, the officer asked him what was the

rouble, When Sidney Goldberg was having his head handed to
Eim, he was looking in the window and he wouldn't come in to
sey, "How do you do."
Q@ These three ;loatora that you recognized and knew of
Eour own knowledge~~- you, of course, don't know how many

loaters voted in that district during the day?

A No, sir, because I am not well acquainted with that
districte
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Q 'Whgre do you live? Aes I live downtown in the
First Ward, Ninth District, I beliove.
Q How far away is that from this district?
A About six to seven blocks,
Q These floaters that voted, their ballots all went
into the box? A. Yes,
Q And they were all counted? A. Yes, sir.
MR. PALESE: Did they give any excuse for
John McNeil aﬁd the other men?
- THE WITNESS: No excuse whatsoever.
MR. PALESE: Did they say they were sick or
coﬁldn't come out to vote?
THE WITNESS: No, they didn't say anything of
the sorte. |
Q@ Now, getting down toward the evening, down toward the
count, what preparations were made as far as the tally was
concerned? A, Just & moments I belleve you are skipping
some partse
Q Go sheade A, Senator Clee came in at 11:30
hecompanied by & few lawyers, I believe, and about twenty-five
captains, aergednxs, and lieutenants of the Jersey City Police
Department. And as he entered he asked what is the trouble,
pow are we getting along. And I told him, "We are getting
&1ong fine," : 3

-

"What do you mean, fine?"

I said, "You can do everything you can around here but




_ ' 1203
Cherles Balas

you cannot get nowhere." 8o I asked him if he had any
committee men working r;r him down in the distfict. He says,
'Why, there should be.,"

- "Where are the committee men?” There were no committee
men in sightes So I told him that any votes he got would be
on his own hook, if he did ever get any. So they asked me
if I wanted the Board locked up, if I wanted the place closed,
They asked me if I was afraid to stay there because of the
threats I was getfing. I was getting them all day., So I

told them I would stay there as long as they carried on an

honest election, Just as soon as all the officers and every= |
one walked out, the party started again, . ]
Q What happened then? A. Well, after that occurrence,
after Senator Clee left, then came this floater Jimmy Parisi,

and he voted, and I sat down on the poll book and they were

Eoing to manhandle me because I would not let the voting go

Q How did you finally get straightened out?

A I called the Superintendent of Elections. After they
came down, everything was all settled.
Q@ In other words, the whole day was == A, A merry-go-
Feund.
Q A series of occurrences of that type? A. Yes, sir. |
Q Whenever anything illegal was going on and you raised

Vour voice, there was a fight? A, Yes,
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Q Then they delayed for five or tem minutes and
sterted all over again? A, Yese

Q “pid you notice an unusual number of illiterate voter?y-
I mean people who voted by means of an X" in that district?

-

A Yes, quite a few,

;

|

Q Did you look some of them over? Did they appear as

though they could write their neme or as intelligent? E
A Naturally. The law states that a person is capable

of reading and speaking English, he is capable of writing his

own neme end write down his own votes. But what happened all

|

day, whether he was able to read or speak or whether he was }
able to write or not, assistance was given to anyone who i
walked in and asked for 1t. i

Q Who would go into the booth? A. Well, I believe I
went into the booth twice in the entire day.

Q@ Who went in the other times? A, Either Czaplewski,
Edward Tem or a party named Murray.

Q@ Who was Murray? A, I don't know,

Q You meen he was an outsider, had no place on the
Board? A. I believe he was a challenger,

Q He would go into the booth? A, Yes,
What was he, a Bemocratic challenger? A, Yes.
You say that one man would go into the booth?

Two.

o > o &

Two at a time? A. Yes, sire Two with the voter.
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Q Now, théae 1lliterate voters who signed the poll

book by means of an “X", were they asked sny questions as to
whether or not they cduld identify themselves as that person
and whether or not they could read or write?t A,  No
quegtions asked whatsoever. If’I attempted to ask a quostioﬁ
I was told to keep quiet,

Q@ Did some of these people who ceme in end voted by
means of an "X" appear to you as though they could read and
write and could have written thgir name? A. Yes, sir.

Q And they voted by X's, do you think, because they
didn't know whose name they were voting? Ae I wouldn't knoJ
that, sire.

Q Did you have any suspicions as to any of them
being floator;? Ae Well, I couldn't say.

Q Were there any'young people that came in and voted
by means of X's? A. Yo,

Q YNow, ihat did they do to you when they started to
tally the votes? A, Well, they just-= I will take that

front desk for sn example, The ballot boxes were at that end

lof the desk., The judge and inapector sat at the first two
lchairs, One clerk sat right next to me and I sat away on the
jouter end far away,

Q@ They put you all the way down at the end?.

A Yes, sir, And one of the deputies stationed himself

- behind the two clerks, and when he stationed himself therews
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I believe his name 1s Edward Biedrzycki-- he stationed himself
behind the two chalrs, and before he got fairly settled he got
put outside the chalrs and against the wall like the rest of
them did,

Q Chased him out so he couldn't see the tally?

A Yes, sir. Another deputy came forward and said, "Let
|| me see that ballot.® He sald, "I don't believe you are |
counting that right or tallying-that properly,"” and just as
soon &3 he made that statement he went out the front door.

Q What was Murray doing while the count was frocoeding
|or started? A . Oh, I would say openly that he was=- well,
I would say he was the big boss of the whole situation.

Q@ He ran the show in that district? A, Yes, sir.

@ This Murray is the same individual who was the Jjudge
of the Board, I believe, in the primary of 1937% {

A That is right,

Q And was indicted for the rraud which took place in |
this particular district? A, That is right. ‘

Indicted by the Hudson County Grand Jury?

A Yes, sir.

MR. PALESE: You say he was indicted for his

work on the primary and an officer on the=-

THE WITNESS: A challengers,

Q@ He ran the show in that district? Ae Yes, sir,
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He helped hold Sidney Goldberg, too.

Q VNow, won't you tell us about the count, how the
ballots were counted, whether they were straightw=

A Oh, the ballots were counted, we didn't have much
trouble in tallying, to tell you the truth, becasuse we had to
do some fancy stepping to keep up with them., All they did,
would say, ¥Senator Clee, one for Senator Clee and straight
Democrat.” All the rest Straight Democrat, and straight
Democrat ;nd straight Democrat. We didn't have much trouble.
Q Any split ballots? A, I beliove'there was two
split ballots. They put them aside to make the tallying
easier.

Q@ Will you examine this tally sheet, please? 1Is this
your signature on the bottom? A, Yes, sir.

Q Is that the one that was used? A. I will tell you
what hapﬁanod. I believe we used two, I believe we used two
tally sheets of the same form, and in order to correct that I
believe we had to make out another tally sheet or form after
we finished our tallying, see.

Q Here are two tally sheets, is that right®

A Yes, sir.

Q On these tally sheets it appears that the Democratic

'
o

ssembly candidates, all ten, received 526 votes, and all the
ther candidates == A, 524,

Q DNine other candidates for other offices, including the
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Governor, all received 524 votes? A. Yes,
Q In other words, all the 19 candidates received one
figure or the other? A, That is righte.
Q And on the Republican side of the ledger all the
candidates received five, six, or seven votes?
A Right.
Q Did that strike you as peculiar when the count was
over? A. Yes, it did.
Q@ Did you make any objections to the count?
A Yes, sir.
lQ And what did they say to you? Ae. Well, I refused
to sign the tally sheets, but they voted three to one, so I
had to sign them. |
MR. PALESE: Why did you have to sign them
if you didn't think the tally sheets were correct?
THE WITNESS: They forced me to sign 1t
MR. PALESE: They made you do 1t?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,
Q DYow, here are some of the ballots, I think there are
about-- we are getting them out, so far there are twenty of
thems Will you look at them and tell me whether or nat they
are split ballots? By "split ballots™ we mean where a full
ticket 1s not voted fore Aes Here is one, Here is another

one, Raymond J. McDonough is left out, Here is another split
ballot.
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Q You will find they are all split ballots.,

A Here are some more. Here is another one. Here is
another one and here is another one. Here is another one., |
Here is another one., Another one. Another one, Here is
another one. Here is another one. Some morees Some more.

Here is more. Here is another one. Here is more. Here is

Some more.

Q@ No doubt in your mind that these are all split balloqu?
A That is right,

Q And the only split ballots you heard called were two?
A Just two, that is all,

Q@ And these split ballots were not called at all?

A No. Either straight Democrat or one Republican and
straight Democrat all the way down.

Q If they were called all these more or less equal votes
could not be? Ao Could not possibly bes

Q Who was calling these votes? A. I believe 1t was
the Judge was calling them.

Q@ Tem? A, Yes,

Q@ All you could do was put them down as they were
oaliod? As Just tally them accordingly,

Q@ You were not permitted to look at the ballot?

A No, sir. '

MR. PALESE: 1Is the Judge here in Court?

MR. WIENER: Oh, Yes,
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MR, PALESE: Will you stand up?
MR. WIENER: Will Mr, Tem stand up? 1Is he
here?

(A man arose in the body of the court rooms)

MR. ROBBINS: Yes, he is here. I represent
him,

Q Did you remain in this polling place after the
count was cdmploted? A. I remained as long as I possibly
could. 4
Q@ Did anything happen unusual? l. Well, the only
thing was that when I took out five minutes to go to my
district to cast my #oto--
Q@ VWhen was that? A. At about five minutes after
five. I came back in ten minutes and I never left the polling
place until closing time, until after the ballots were
counted and tallied, et getersd,
Q@ Did you notice anything unusual about the number of
ballots that had been cast between the time you left and the
time &qu came back? A. In those ten minutes that I went to
vote I believe there were ;bout twenty-five or thirty votes
”aut during that timee
Q@ Is that unusual? A, Strange.,

Q@ Very strange. Were you present at the recount of
. bBhis district? A, No, sir,

Q@ Did anything happen to you or were there any plans nad*
ogakor a



Charles Balas ' 1211
for you as a result of the testimony that you might give at
the recount? A. No plans whatsoevers

: Q VWere you threatened? A. By whom?

Q I don't knowe I am aaking youe A, No, sir. Not

after Election daye.
MR. YOUNG: ere you a Republican or
Denocr;tic member of the Board?
TﬁE‘WITNESS:‘ Republican member, of course.
MR. WIENER: He said he was a Republican.

Q Now, Mr, Balas, do you feel that the election as it
was conducted in this district was a falr one to all parties
concerned? A. Well, I have served on the Election Board
in two elections, the Presidential Election and the Government
tal Election, and I have served on a few primary elections as
challenger, and I haven't seen & worse election, I tell you

the truthe.

Q By that you mean the fraud and illegality that was

practiced in this district? A. Yes, sir.

MRe. YOUNG: Did you know your friend Mr,
Andrew Murray was on the challenge list?

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I didn't have no time
to look at the challenge list; they grabbed it on me,

MR. YOUNG: His name 1s on the challenge list
but voted without affidavit., Did you see him vote?

THE WITNESS: Yes, I saw him vote but I didn't
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know he was on the challengo list, -
' MR. YOUNG: Well, it is, and he voted and there
is no affidavit,

THE WITNESS: Well, I did all I could; I could#'
help it. If I had the challenge list I would look up
the challenge 1list, but I didn‘t have it. As soon as
I looked at that challenge list I got it passed on noL
d MR. YOUNG: By the way, Mr, Balas, the voting
record of Mr. Burke shows he 1s a Democrat,

THE WITNESS: I don't knowe I didn't have
that binder. I left that to the other clefk. I didn'’t
have that binder, I had the binder from M to Z.

MR. YOUNG: The challenge 1list shows Mr. Burke
also was on the list of voters without an affidavit,
You were not there in the primary election?

THE WITNESS: No, sir.

MR. YOUNG: All right, that is all,

BY MR. MURRAY:

Q@ VWho took the challenge list from you, did you say?

A I don't recall, to tell you the truth.

Q@ Do you know how many keys a ballot box ahoﬁld have?

A 8Six keys. Each box has three,

Q@ Did you have one of the keys? A. I had three of
them,

Q@ You had three? A. I had three, one from one box and
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two from'the other box.

Q@ Who had the other three keys, do you remember?
I don't recall,
Did you inspect the boxes early in the morning?
Yes, sir. |

Nothing was in it before you got there, was 1t?

> £ > & >

Yo, nir, not a thing.

MR. MURRAY: All right,.

MR, YOUNG: I will declare a recess for ten
minutes.

(At this time a recess of ten minutes was

taken.)
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AFTER RECESS

CHARLES BALAS, recalled
EIAQINATION BY MR. WIENER:
Q Mr, Balas, do you lknow Director or City Commis?ionor
McGovern? A. Yes, I do.

him
Q@ And you know,when you see him? A, Certainly,
Q Did he come into the district at which you were workiqg,
that is, the First Ward, Fifth District on Election Day?
Yes, sir.

And did you have any personal experience with him?

Yes, sir.

o P O P

Will you please tell the Committee? A, After I
made about three or four calls to the Superintendent of |
Elections'! office, or fhe deputies madexthem after I told them
to, there seemed to be too much confusion down in the
district, so I believe Commissioner McGovern went down there
to see what the trouble was,

Q@ TWhat do you mean? A, Running up and down too many

times because of the trouble they had in the district.

Q@ You mean they decided they could not handle you like

khey do the rest of the boys? A, That is right,

MR. PALESE: Commissioner McGovern. COmmisaion$r
of what? »

THE WITNESS: Commissioner of Parks and Public
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Property.
MR. PALESE: One of the City Commissioners?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, City Commissioner,
MR. WIENER: That 1s the same gentleman that

|
|

struck a man by the name of Benjamin Zelinski in the

First Ward, First District?

MR, PALESE: You have five Commissionera thoret
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. He is Commissioner orj
Parks and Public Property.
Q Go on. Ae And he came in the district and,
naturally, he stepped forward and stated, he said, "Now,
listen here you members of the Election Board%-- including me,
of course~- I suppose he was referring to me openly, or
slightly.
Q Yoﬁ mean he really meant you? A, Yes, he really
. meant me, So he said, "Listen, you members of the Election
limoard, all you are here to do is to ask the party, when he
} icomes in to vote, ask their names, ask them where they 1live,
1 rign their names in the poll books and let them sign, and that|
iu all the business you have on the Election Board.” And he |
jipaya, "Do you understand? And when he said, “"Do you ﬁnderstand_
Fe raised his hand to me like this (indicating) in attempting
ko strike me. I don't know whether he wanted to strike me or

;L»t, or whether he didn't,

Q Was his fist clenched? Aes Naturally,
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Q His right hand® A, Yes, sir., And he attempted to
strike me, And in order to flatly ignore him, I whistled
(the witness whistled a bar of Turkey in the Straw) just
like that. And when he raised his hand to strike me, I
asked him if he wanted to go to jail, He looked ‘at me, and I
sald, "If you want to go to jail, go ahead and hit me,"

MR+ PALESE: Your whistle didn't scare Atn.
THE WITNESS: No, sir. ¥

Q He said nothing else? A, That is all,

Q Did anybody say anything after he left?

A All he sald, he didn't want to hear of any more trouble
down in that district, but there was more trouble.

Q Did he come back after that? Ae. No, sir, he did

not come back.
Q Did anybody say anything to you when he left?
A No, sir.
MR. WIENER: Any other questions?
MR. YOUNG: ©None that I have, y
MR. WIENER: All right. Thank you.
THE WITNESS: Don't mention 1it.
MR. XOUNG: Have you got a repoft on the
ballots?
MRe. GIULIANO: Yes,
MR. YOUNG: In the first place, what was the

election return?
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MR. GIULIANO: The election retﬁrns for the

State Senator, first: Mre Sﬁout was 524, and for all |
the assembly candidates, Democratic, 526; rreeholder4
524, and 1 freeholder for the unexpired term 522.
And the rest of it, Boulevard Commiasianer and the
Justices of the Peace, 522 each.

The Republican candidates: State Senator was
6, all the Republican Assembly cendldates were 5;
the freeholders, full term, 6; and the unexpired term
7; and the Boulevard Commissioners 7 each. And on the

other tally sheet, all of the Democratic candidates

for freeholder and the Boulevard Commissioners all
received 524,

MR. PALESE: I understood this witness to aay.
they were duplicate tally sheets. They made one out,
something happened, and they endeavored to make up &
new tally sheet,

! ‘ MR. GIULIANO: Yes.

MR. PALESE: Aren't the returns on both
tally sheets identical?

MR. GIULIANO: No, they are not, with reference
to those Democratic candidates, Now, we found 49 split

ballots with various votes being cast for some

Republicans and some Democrats. And some beallots

skipped certain Democratic cendidetes, and a few skipp
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a foﬁ Republican candidates. We found two ballots foé
|

Senator Clee for Governor with no other vote on the J

ballote We found three ballots which were voted for
candidate for governor other than the two major
candidates,=-~ that is, Moore and Clee, which were not

credited, We found & blank ballot with no vote

whatsoever, which was not countede That is, that was!
. |

credited for some cendidate but no merks on the ballot,
|

Now, we tock just the State Senator to make a |

comparison, beceuse I don't think we could go through |

all of them in such & short time, that 1s, all the
candidates, and we find there are no votes for either
candidate for State Senator on 24 ballots, There are

10 straight Republican ballots, except on one ballot

Miles is not recorded,
MR. PALESE: That would be nine extra votes

recorded for him on the tallye.

MR. GIULIANO: Nine straight ballets, and then |
six others, which gave Miles 15 votes, liles,lon the |
original count, received six. Now, we deducted 15 |
votes from 531 that was cast, would leave 516 possible
for Senator Stoute Taking 24 blenks off the 516,
would leave & possible of 492, whereas he received 524;
That is the 32, and nine off Miles, a difference of

41 votes, And that goes for most of the other
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candidetes on both tickets, because some have been
~cute On many of these tickets the freeholders have
been loftlg'Out,-- I should say the great majority
on the Democratic freeholders, and they have been
recorded with 524 also.

I don't know if 1t 1s in the record as to the
recount.rigures. The original count for Moore was
524 and for Clee 7 wotes, On the recount it was
Moore 500 and Clee 26 votes, making a difference of
43 votese I just want to point out further that
on the original count it seems that the Board gave
Clee 7 votes and Mlles 6, and then the rest of the
Republican candidatea S5 I want to point out 1t shows
the real difference now, where Clee received 27 and
Miles 15, to show how far apart the Board‘waa>on the
original count, And also showing wﬁat the split
ballots will really do if they are counted at the time
- they are really counted. -

MR. YOUNG: My inspection of the ballots

showed there were 7 absolutely Ropublican'ballots thor4
without any candidate being cut.

MR. GIULIANO: That is right.

MR. YOUNG: There were also 3 other Republican

ballots with one candidate cute

MR. GIULIANO: Yes, except Ruggles, a candidate
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running for the unexpired term, he was cut once,
Miles was cut once #nd an Aasembl;mtnA by the name
of Thomes West Brennan, :

MR. YOUNG: So that would leave & minimum of
ten straight ballots with ten for every member of the
ticket except Miles, Brennan and Ruggles, who would
have nine.

Hﬁ. GIULIANO: That is right,

MR. YOUNG: And only five were counted, except
for one or two cases,

MR. GIULIANO: All the Republicaﬁ assembly
slate received five, the freeholder slate received
six, Miles six, and Ruggles, the man running for the
unexpired term for freeholder seven, and the two
Boglevard Commissioners seven eachs

MR. YOUNG: I think we had better recess until
one-thirtye Mr. Osmers has not gotten here yet and
we will have to wait fér him to procegd.

(At this time a recess was taken to one-thirty

Pelte )
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AFTERNOON SESSION

1:30 P.M.

(Mr, Osmers w;s present.) .

MR. GIULIANQ: Edward Tem,

MR. ROBBINS: May I have it noted on the
record I represent Mr, Tem, and mey I congratulate
the commlttee on having a quorum present at the

present time,

EDWARD TEM, being duly sworn according to law,
testified as follows:

EXAMINATION Bf MR. GIULIANO:

Q Whﬁt is your full name? A, Edvar& Tem,

Q Where do you live, Mr. Tem? A. 341 Henderson

Street,
Q@ What 1s your occupation? A. I eam an attendent in i
the Mental Disease Hospital,

Q VWhere? A. Secaucus,
Q Work every day there? A. That is right. i

Q VNo other position? A. No.

Q TWere you the judge of the local Board of Elections

in the Fifth District of the First Ward st the General Electio

'{j'ld on November 2, 1937? A. I refuse to answer the question,
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advised by my counsels
Q@ Did you hear Mr, Balas testify this morning?
A I refuse to answer, advised by my counsel.

*

Q ﬁid you heer Mr, Bales charge you and the other two

to cast their ballet? A. I refuse to answer,
Q Did you hear him so testify or did you not?
A I refuse to answer, advised by my céunsel.
a Lre you a Democrat or are you a Republican?
A I refuse to answer,
Q Do I teke it from your answers now that you will
refuse to answer any quéstion which this Committee may deem
proper that may be put to you=--
MR. YOUNG: Concerning your activities=--
Q@ (Continuing)==concerning your gctivities on
| November 2 as Judge~of the Local Board of Elections in the
Fifth District of the First Werd? A, I refuse to énswer,

'iidvisod by my counsel,.

Q VWhy are you so scared to answer questions?

A I ain't ascared of nothinge.

Q@ Why didn't you answer that question if you ain't
ared of anything? A. What have I goffto be ascared of?
I Q What have you got to be scared of? Do you know there
lfvu a difference of over 40 votes in this district?

A I refuse to answer,

members of the Board, that you voted to allow certain floater+

1
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|
|
Q@ Do you know there was & difference of 40 votes in ‘
this district? A. I refuse to answer. {

Q Why are you so scared to answer that éuestion, and you
weren't afraid to answer the other ones I just put to you? a
A I refuse to answer,
Q Is 1t because you are afraid that you mey incriminate
yourself? A. I have got nothing to be afraid of. |
Q@  Why did iou say you won't answer the question as to
the mistake of over 40 votes in this district?
A Because I refuse, advised by counsel.
MR, YOUNG: I think there is nothing to do with
" him, They won't answer questions that are sufficlently
properse

MR. GIULIANO: Will the Committee pass on the

questions?

MR. YOUNG: Will you answer this question::

Is this the first time that you have acted &s em ; |

Election Board officer?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer the question.

MR. MURRAY: May I ask him a question?

MR. ROBBINS: Mr. Murray probably thinks he will
be more successful. I haven't any objection to him

asking him,
MR. MURRAY: No, we lknow Hague has given

1nstruotiqns through youe.
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MR. ROBBINS: You are responsible for a lot ofr-
Q@ I will ask you thié question. You can yawn during 1t
tooe Are.you awake? A, I am awake, Are you?t
Q When ybu went on this Board did you go on with the
intention of honestly and legally performing your dutles as an
election officer? Ao I refuse to answer,
MR. MURRAY: That 1s all,
BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q@ And you receive your salary from the public payroll,
is tﬁlt 80? A. I refuse to answer.
Q You are a public employee and you refuse to give
answer to a Committee organized by the Legislature, do you?
A I refuse to answer,
MR. GIULIANQ: Will you pass upon the guestions?
MR, OSMERS: The questions are propere
MR. GIULIANO: James Mazziota.
MR. ROBBINS:‘ Will you have it noted I appear

for Mr., Mezziota.
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JAMES MAZZIOTA, Dbeing duly sworn according to

law, testified as foilows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q What 1s your full name? A. Jeames Mazziota.

Q Where do you live, Mr, Mazziota? A, 184 Morgan
Streets

Q Jersey City? Aes Right.

Q Where do you work?A. WPA clerk.

Q How long have you been connected with the WPA?

4 About two years,

Q How long have you served as a member of the Local
Board of Elections in the Fifth District of the First Werd?
A I refuse to answer on the advice of my counsel,

Were you & clerk of that Local Board of Elections--

&
A I refuse to answer,
Q@ (Continuing)=~on November--
MR. PALESE: Welt a minute. You don't know
what he 1s golng to ask you.
THE WITNESS: I dos
MR. PALESE: What 1s he going to ask you?
THE WITNESS: Was I clerk on Novamber‘ZT
MR. ROBBINS: That 1s what he did ask you.
MR. GIULD.NO: Mr. Robbins, I didn't ask you,
I am asking the question. I know you have told him

everything he 1s supposed to know,
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s

MR. ROBBINS: Why do you persist in carrying on

such a futile 1ﬁterrogation?

MR. YOUNG: Mr. Robbins is not telling me at
ell.

MR. ROBBINS: I rather enjoy 1it.

MR. WIENER: Come on in the back and I will
talk 1t over with youe. . \

(Portion of testimony read by stenographer,)

Q Were you the clerk of the local Board of Elections
in the Fifth District of the First Ward on November 2, who
tallied the vote? A. I refuse to answer on advice of
counsel,. |

Q Did you act as a tallyer on November 2 after the
votes were cast in the Fifth District of the First Ward?

A T refuse to answer on advice of counsel.

Q I take it, Mr, Mazzlota, that you will refuse to
answer aﬁy questions which may be put to you by counsel or
by members of this Committee, with respect to your conduct as
& member of the Local Board of Elections of the Fifth District

of the First Ward of Jersey City? 4. I refuse to answer on

the advice of counsel,
MR. YOUNG: I think if we ask him that
question which Mr. Murray cooked up and have his

answer on that-- What was that question?

MR. GIULIANO: About him being awake? I rememb

er
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that onee
THE WITNESS: Are you awake?

Q I am very much awakes Ae So am I,
Q You were awake on the night of thonElection when you
stole 41 votes from Clee,

MR. ROBBINS: Wait, A great big bear,

MR. GIULIANO: Yes, a great big bear,

MR. ROBBINS: I protest most vigorously,.

MR, GIULIANOQ You can protest all you want.

MR. YOUNG: If you will leave the room I can
keep ordere

MR. WIENER: If Mr. Robbins is going to
address his remerks without first addressing the ?
Chair, I will have to ask that he be removed, I want
to be fair about it.

MR. ROBBINS: I don't think Mr. Giuliano--

MR, WIENER: Ybu will have to address your 1
remarks to the Chairman or you will have to be reﬁovedu

MR. OSMERS: Mr. Chairmen, as a member of the

Committee, I think Mr, Robbins is very much out of

order in carrying on a general conversation, making

remarks about things, passing upon the validity of
questions. If he has any remarks to make to the
Conmittee, let him make his remerks to the Committee l

v at the proper time,
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MR. WIENER: During the recount I was
threatened with arrest and being put out for much

less than Mr. Robbins' conduct here todaye.

MR, YOUNG: I know, My, Wiener, but we are not

here to avenge your»lnsults in the recountes I am
sorry, but we have got to get ahead. If ﬁhe u#tness
will answer the queétion, Mr. Marrey is about teo
propound to him, ie will let him step down,

BY MR. MURRAY:

Q@ I would like to ask you, when you were appointed and

went on that Election Board on Election Day, November, 1937,
did you go on with the intention of honestly and legally

performing your duties that day and night as an election
officer of that District Board? A. I refuse to answer on

the advice of counsel,
BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q@ Are you a Democrat or Repub}ican? A, Democrat.

MR.‘GIULIANO: You make sure of that in
Hudson Countye.

MR. PALESE: Do I understand you on your
repeated refusal to answer questions, that your
counsel advises you that you are not to answer any
question that 1s put to you by the attorneys?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to snswer.

MR. PALESE: You mean you refuse to answer that
k‘ question?
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THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on the
advice of counsel.

MR. PALESE: You mean you refuse to answer
this particulﬁr question on the advice of your
counsel or were you advised to refuse to answer all
questions?

THE WITNESS: Ask Mr, Robbins about thate.

MR. PALESE: I am asking you.

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on the advice
of counsel. .

MR. PALESE: Do you refuse to answer all
questions because he toldlyou?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on the advice
of counsel.

MR. PALESE: This question or sny other
question? ' |

THE WITNESS: You only asked me that question
and I refuse to answer,

MR. PALESE: You refuse to answer that question?

THE WITNESS: On advice of counsel,

MR. PALESE: When did your counsel advise you

not to answef any questions?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer,
MR. PALESE: Do you have counsel?

THE WITNESS: I have counsel, Mr. Robbins.
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MR, PALESE: You do have counsel and Mr.
Robbins is your :counsel?

THE WITNESS: I retained him,

MR. PALESE: When did you retain him?

THE WITNESS: Last night,.

ﬁR. PALESE: What time last night?

THE WITNESS: About 7:30.

MR. PALESE: Where? -

THE WITNESS: At his home.

MR. PALESE: Where does he live?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to aﬁswer.

MR.'PALESE: You don't know where he lives,
do you? ‘

THE WITNEss; I don't know exactly where he
lives.,

MR. PALESE: Why dld you say you went to his
home last night when you don't know where he lives?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer,

MR. PALESE: Well, isn't 1t a matter of fact
you didn't even see Mr, Robbins last night?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on advice of
counsel,

MR. PALESE: How can you refuse to answer if

you have never talked to counsel?

THE WITNESS: I told you a while ago that I
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retained him asvmy lawyers

MR. PALESE: When?

THE WITNESS: Last night.

MR. PALESE: And where was 1t that you
retained him?

THE WITNESS: At his home,

MR. RALESE: And where does he live?

THE WITNESS: Up near Jewett Avenue.

MR. PALESE: Where on ietttt Avenue?

THE WITNESS: I don't know exactly where, I
know the housee I don't know exactly the address.

MR. PALESE§ Did you call him on the phone?

MR. OSﬁERS: How did you know the house?

THE WITNESS: I know the house but I don't know
the addresse.

MR. OSMERS: How dld you get to know the house?

THE WITNESS: I got to know 1t.

" IBY MR. WIENER:

Q What street is it on? A, I told you I don't
. know exactly what street it is. :

MR. PALESE: 1Isn't 1t a fact you never knew
Mr.Robﬁina until this morning?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer,

MR. PALESE: Ybu never talked to Mr. Robbins

until this morning?
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THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on advice of
counsel,
MR. ROBBINS: Gentlemen of the Committee, I
will be glad to enlighten you on--
. MR. PALESE: Mr. Robbins, we have been fair to
you. If you want to get on the stand and testify
when this man came to see you, we will be glad to 111?w
you to do that,
MR. ROBBINS: I will be glad to enlighteh you,
sir.
MR. PALESE: No., We want you on ﬁhe stand
under oath,
BY MR. GIULIANO:
G bid jou slgn these challenge sheets-- don't look at
f your lawyer, you lmow whether you signed thems
A Where is the signature?
Q@ ILook at them. You see them, A. I refuse to ansﬁes
on advice of counsel. |
Q@ You refuse to say that is=- A, I refuse to answer
_|on advice of counsel, |
Q@ Is it because there 1s something wrong with 1t¢%
A i have nothing to fear. I refuse to answer on advice
of counsel,
Q Is there something wrong, and that i1s why you are

-fiuning that excuse, advice of counsel? A. I refuse to answers.
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Q Isn't it a fact there are many on here that are
floaters and you allowed them to vote? A. I refuse to
answer on advice of counsel. .

MR. PALESE: Who 1s going to jail if you eare

doing the wrong thing today, you or counsel?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer,

MR. PALESE: You refuse to answer that questioﬁ.
If you are‘doing the wrong thing today you are going to
Jall.
BY MR. WIENER:
Q Write your name on that paper, please,

MR, PALESE: Better look at your counsgl firat.
A (Witness signs papers)
. MR. WIENERS Tﬁﬂnk youe

BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q@ Are these two the same signatures now?
A I refuse to answer on advice of counsel,
Q@ You are afraid to admit that that is your signature,
. aren't you? A. I refuse to answer,

MR. GIULIANO: Certainly, You are afraid. F

MR. YOUNG: Mey I ask just what your counsel's
advice was? | |

¢

THE WITNESS: Ask Mr. Robbins.

MR. YOUNG: No. Don't you know what he
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advised you?
THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on advice of
counsel.

BY MR. WIENER:
Q You might be doing the wrong thing, He might have

advised you to answer certain questions and not others,
A 38t111, I refuse to answer.
MR. OSMERS: What is your counsel's advice?
THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on advice of
counsel.
MR. YOUNG: Did he say you might answer whethepr
you were & Republican or Democrat?
THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer,
Q@ Did you tell Mr., Robbins what happened on Election
Day in that district? Ae I refuse to answer on advice
of counsel,
Q@ He is your lawyer. You must have told him the
truth and he must have had some grounds for telling you to
refuse to answer questions, because you might get in trouble,
.Or did you have any conversation at all with him about what
happened on Election Day?t Ao I refuse to answer questions
on the advice of counsel,

BY MR. GIULIANO:

@ Do you know a complaint is golng to be made against

bou and you are going to be fingerprinted and photographed in
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the sheriff's office of this county? A. I refuse to
answers, ~
MR. GIULIANO: Well, you will know soon.
BY MR. MURRAY:
‘Q Do you know if you are photographed and fingerprinted
that you will have & number, and then living in Jersey City
you will be put on Hague's records as a criminal, and if ever
you should happen to take a step that he doesn't like, that
he will plaster your "physiog" into the papers and say you
are & criminel? A, ~I suppo;e he will.
Q You know he will, don't you?t AA. I refuse to
answer on advice of counsel.
Q But you suppose he will? A. I refuse to answer on
advice of counsel,
Q@ And you want to take that chance, do you?
A I refuse to answer,
Q@ Are you married? A. I am single,
Q 1Is your mother alive? A. She 1is,
Q@ And you are doing this. Now I know why they hed you
on that Board, But don't forget, you will have your number,
|see, end you will be smong his Forty Thieves.

MR. YOUNG: Gentlemen, we have got nothing
but the refrain for this songe I think we can let him
go.

MR, GIULIANO: I think he can goe
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MR. WIENER: Unless he has something to say.
Q@ Do you want‘to say anything to the committoe about
what happened on Election night? A, Nothing whatsoever.
MR. WIENER: With the previous gentleman, I
wish thet the Committee will pass upon the propriety
of the questions concerning his conduct on Election
night,
MR. YOUNG: There are a number of proper
questions there, and that the usual course be taken.
MR. GIULIANO: Edward Czaplewski.

MR. HAYDEN: I appear for him,
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EDWARD CZAPLEWSI KTI, being duly sworn
according to law, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q VWhere do you live? A, Jersey City.
What street? A, 186 Steuben Street.
What is your occupation? A. I refuse to answer,
Are you employed with tge City of Jersey City?
I refuse to answer,
Are you employed with the County of Hudson in any way?
I refuse to answer,

Why are you afraid to answer where you are employed?

P & » o » £ &8 &

I refuse to answer.

Q Did your lawyer tell you to refuse to answer wharo‘
you are employed? A. I refuse to answer,

Q I only asked you if your lawyer told you, if you were
told not to answer the question if one of the lawyers asked
you where you were employed? Did he tell you that?

A I refuse to answer.

Q Are you'aahamed to tell us where you ére employed?

A I refuse to answer,

Q@ Were you a member of the Local Board of Elections
in the First Ward, Fifth District at the General Election
held on November 27% ‘ A, I refuse to answe?.

Q@ Are you a Republican or a Democrat? A. I refuse to

answers,
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r 1
Q You are'supposod to be & Republican, are you not?

A I refuse to answer,

Q Are you afraid to admit whether you are a
Republican or Democrat? A. I refuse to answer.
Q@ Or is it because you know you are not a Republican?
A I refuse to answer,
Did you ever vete in your life Republican?

I refuse to answer,

Q
A
Q How many yoars'have you been on the Board of Electionk
A I refuse to answer, l
Q@ Who had you appointed? ' A. I refuse to enswer.
Q Were you the inspector=-- e I refuse to answer.
Q Walt a minute, A. You asked me if I was the
inspector. |
Q@ You don't know whether you were inspectore Maybe you

are inspector of the streetas You don't tell us where you

Iork, we don't knowe Were you inspector of the Board of

ections of the Fifth District of the First Ward at the
lection held on November 2? A. I refuse to answer,

Q@ And as inspector, did you look at the ballots as the
dge called them on the eiening of November 2, after thé
lots were cast? A, I refuse to answer,

Q I take it from these answers now that you will refuse

(ﬁe answer any question that may be put to you with respect to
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your conduct as a public officlal, as a member of the Local
Board of Elections in the Fifth District of the First Ward.
I take it that you will refuse to answer any questions put

to you« Ae. I refuse to answers.

Q Did you get paid for your services as a member of the
Local Boﬁrd of Elections of that district? | Ae I refuse to
answer,

Q -Dia yéu cash a check which was paid from public funds
that was given to you as & member of the Board?

A I refuse to answer, '

Q@ VWhy are you afraid to even mqnﬁion that you took
public funds and didn't do your duty as prescribed by law?
Why are you afraid? A, I refuse to answer,

Q@ Is this your signature on the challenge sheets?

‘ MR. PALESE: You had better earmark that up
there as to district.

Q Do you know what that 1s? A, I refuse to answer.

Q Did you ever see that in your 1life? A, I refuse to
answer, |

Q Can you read? A. I refuse to answer,

Q@ I am going to ask you to reed that, what it is,

Refuse to answer that, Read it. A, I refuse. |

|
MR. YOUNG: Well, Mr, Czaplewski, this is the |

challenge list of the First Ward, Fifth District of

Jersey City, and on the second line et the bottom here
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is a signature which purports to be that of Edward
Czaplewskl, 186 Steuben Street, and after it is the
word “inspector,” and after that the initial "R",
I aupéose standing for Republican. Is that your
éignature?

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer,

MR. YOUNG: That is all.

MR. WIENER: I want to get the records of
1936. |

MR. YOUNG: I show you now the nominating
petition for Joseph Massa and Rose Nitto as

Republican members of the County Committee of the

Fifth District of the First Ward, and ask you 1if
this is your signature on line 6 as & nominator of

those two people. l

THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer,

BY MR. PALESE:

Q Mr, Czaplewskl, you have counsel, I understand, 1is
that correct? A. I refuse to answer,

Q@ Do you or do you not have a lawyer representing you
today? A. I refuse to answer,

Q Well, now, here is & gentleman here that said,
when you came on the stand, that he is your lawyer., Now, 1is
that correct or is i1t incorrect? A. That is correct.

Q Why did you refuse to answer & little while ago when
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I asked you that question? Why did you refuse to answer it?

A I refuse to answer on advice of counsel.

Q@ Did he say that if you were asked whether or not he
is your counsel that you were to say, "I refuse to answer on
advice of counsel?™ A, I refuse,

Q DNow, 1is he.your lawyer? A, Righte.

Q@ You do answer that question? A. That is right.

Q ‘Now, what else did he say, just to say, "I refuse to
ansvof“t- Ae I refuse that question.

Q : You refuse what gquestion? A, To answer,

Q@ To answer what? A. On advice of counsel.

Q@ TYou refuse to answer what on advice of counsel?

A I refuse to answer,

Q@ Didn't he also tell you you ought to say, "I refuse to
answer on advice of counsel®? A. I refuse to answer,

Q@ You refuse to answe; that question?

A I refuse to answer,

Q@ Is he your lawyer? A. That is right.

Q@ When did you first see Mr. Hayden? Ae. I refuse to
answer,

Q When did you first see him concerning his representing
Jyou in the matter? A. I refuse to answer.
Q Has he been paid anything by you to appear‘here today#

A I refuse to answer,

Q When did you see Mr. Hayden about his representation?
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A I refuse to answer.
BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q@ VWere you in court this morning and heard a young men
testify this morning as a member of your Board?
A I refuse to answer,
MR. YOUNG: Let us get on.
Q VWas he telling the truth or was he lying?
A I refuse to answer,
Q@ You bet you refuse to answer, because you know why?

MR. PALESE: Hold him and lock him up.

\ RIS Te W 10E W .
MR. GIULIANO: If Mr. Robbins wants to take him
back to Jersey City, it 1s all right.
MR. HAYDEN: I will take care of him, if this
Committee please,
MR. PALESE: I thought Mr. Robbins asked--
MR. HAYDEN: He 1s my client and I will take

| care of him,
MRe GIULIANO: He is Mr., Hayden's client.

MR. HAYDEN: That is all right. I know what

I will do with him,

MR. GIULIANO: Will you note on the record that

these questions are propers

MR, YOUNG: Some of them are,
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MR. GIULIANO: John Corcoran.

MR. DbHERTY: If it please the Commission, may
I have it noted on the record that I represent Mr,
Corcofan as a member of the Hudson County Board of
Elections, ind also individually, and he will enswer
all questions put to him by the Committee,

MR. PALESE: Thank you very much for your

suggestion,
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b OHN CORCORAN, being duly sworn according to
law, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q Mr. Corcéran, you are a member of the Hudson County
oard of Elections? A, I was a member until last Mondey
ighte

Q You were a member~- Do I understand you resigned?

A Yo, sir.
Q@ You still are? A. My term expired.
| Q@ I hope you are not going to have any trouble,
A i hope not, Jimmie.
Q@ For doing such & good job over thereo A. Thank
youe

Q You were & member at the Election held on November 2,
1937% Ae Yes, sire.

Q@ And after the recount had terminated you still were =a
member of the Board? A. Yes, sir.

Q Mr, Corcoran, whoae vault is on the seventh floor of
fhe Spingern Building? A, Well, it is the Hudson County
goard of Elections!, and it is used by the Hudson County Board
_'nf Elections and the Commissioner of Registration;

Q@ And have you a combination of that vault?

A No, sir.

Q@ Who are some of your employees who come under your

isdiction s a member of the Board of Elections?
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A Charles F. Stpebling, chief clerk, and Miss Alice
Seglie. .

| Q And I take it that Miss Seglie works under instructions

of your Board? A, Yes, under the supervision of the

Chief Clerk, Mr., Stoebling, who has supervision of all clerks

according to the law,

Q But she 1s your clerk and stenographer, as I understaﬂd

it, isn't she? A. Yes, |

Q And she is direqtly under your Board's supervision?

A No, Mr, Stoebling's supervision. According to law
he hgs supervision of ail clerks, That 1is right in the
'section of the law,

Q And you have no supervision over Miss Seglie?

A Well, the law calls for him to have supervision. |

Q Now, you have ballot boxes in that vault, have you
not? A. Yes.

Q@ And you have supervision of the ballot boxes, have you
not? A. I did, up until lest Monday night.

Q@ You did bhave up until last Monday night?

A Yes, sire.

Q And if you gave an order to Miss Seglie before last
| Monday night to take those ballot boxes out of there, she

would carry it out, would she not? A. Well, I suppose she

would if we gave her an order,

Q Now, are those ballot boxes still in there?
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Q Now, there has been & police guard at the vault, as I
understand it, with badges, and armed, as Mr. Murray says.
Can you éell me who ordered those policemen there?

A T daig.

Q Why? A. I have always done it. That was one of
the many functions left to me to perform as & member of the
County Board of Elections. I have ordered the police for all
recounts for the past eight 6r nine years.

Q After the recount? A, After the recount? On
Saturday there was quite & commotion at the County Board of
Elections. I got in touch-- I tried to get in touch with the
County counsel. I couldn't get in touch with him, but I got
in touch with the firat assistant county counsel Mr. Doherty,
who has rendered me &an opinion, and I believe this Committee
has got that opinion.

Q Where d4id you ever see that opinion, Mr. Corcoran?

A I got it from Mr, Doherty personally. I filed it in
the County Board of Elections on Monday, January 31,

Q@ Do you know, Mr, Corcoran, that that opinion was
brought here by Miss Seglie and handed to this Committee, and‘
said she picked it up in the baskete Do you know that?

A I was told that this morning.

Q How did you know that when she got it--

A I geve it to Miss Seglie to file for the County Board

on January 31,
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Q@ Did you know she testified she picked it out of the

basket? A. Right.

Q@ In the morning, and brought it here? A. That 1is
where she put it in her offlce when I gave it to her. |

Q@ When did you say this opinion was given?

A That was given to me on Saturday afternoon.

Q@ Sure about that? A, Yes, from Mr, Doherty.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q What was the practice or what happened to that letter
after 1t was given to you on Saturday? AeI got it and filed
it with Miss Seglie Monday morning first thing. -

Q Was there anything put on the record or anything on
the record to indicate you received it on January 29°%

A DNo, sire It should-~

Q Wait a minute, What would heppen or vﬁat would be on|
that'letter to indicate the date that it was received in youri
office? A, Our time clock.

Q@ So that the time clock, you say, would show Saturday,
January 297 Ae. Né, sire I received it too late. The
office closed at twelve o'clock noon end I could not file 1t
on Saturday afternoon, but I did flle it the first thing
Monday morning,

Q Mr, Corcoran, wasn't that the day that the Committee

was in Jersey City? A. VNo, lir,‘thoy‘werelin Jersey City on

Tuesday, when they had me,
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Q Don't you know, as & matter of fact, they were in
Jersey City on January 20% A. Just a moment. Let me
think. On Monday, January-- yea,‘when I asked for the
opinion when the Committee was there.

Q@ What time was the Committee there? A. I got back
to the County Board of Elections on or around three o'clock,
or a quarter of three, and the Coomittee had left.

Q Had already left there?t A, Yes, sir, somewheres
around three o'clock or so. | |

@ At that time, as I understand from you, Miss Seglie
had no instructions from you as to what she was to do with
the safe? A, No, sir, not from me.

Q VNot at that time? A, No, sir, not from me,

Q When did you get the advice of counsel with respect
to that letter? A. Around five o'clock Mr. Doherty gave 1#
to me, !

Q Five o'clock? A, About five or after.

Q In whose possession was that letter from five o'clock

Saturday until the following Monday? A. My possession. ;
| That was made out to me as Secretary of the Boarde

What did you do with that letter on Monday morning?
Gave it to Miss Seglie to file for the Board,

Is it customary to take the papers out of the office?

I didn't know she took it.

O O P o

I say, is it customary for employees to take records 5
|
|
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out of the office? A, No, sir.
Q@ Do you know, as a matter of fact, that Miss Seglie

did have in her possession a letter purported to be signed

by Mr. Doperty, addressed to you, concerning the veult? ﬂ
A Not until this morning. |
& Not until this morning?' A. No, sir. }
Q You read the letter, I presume? A, Yeé, sir. '
Q VWere yduraurprised that the letter had left the officq?
A I was this morning, yes, I wondered why she took it. ‘
MR. YOUNG: Mr. Cofcoran, isn't 1t a fact that
you actually directed the police to iemain in the
vault at the conclusion of the recount on Friday?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
MR. YOUNG: You did?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sire
MR, YOUNG: Why did you do that?
THE WITNESS: Because the boxes were there.
They were supposed to go out Seturday. When I arrived
up there== that is another one of my many functions,
Mr. Chairmen, to see that the ballot boxes are
delivered into the County Board and delivered back to
the Municipal clerkse I have always done that for
years,
MR. OSMERS: Mr. Corcoran, is it customary,

when there is no recount in progress, or, I might say,
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when a recount has terminated, to reorder or to
issue fresh instructions to the police regearding
ballot boxes, éfter the recount is over?

THE WITNESS: No, they stay there until the-
ballot boxes leave.

MR. 6SMERS= The police always do.

TﬁE WITNESS: TYes, sir. Because they go back
to the municipal clerks, and if there is any question
on that recount they are always guarded by the local
police of the municipality where they belong.

MR. OSHERS= When were you taken 111, Mr,
Corcoran?

THE WITNESS: On February 1.

MR. OSMERS: ihat was a Tuesday,

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. The Committee was there.

MR. OSMERS: That was a pretty bad week for
health over there.

THE WITNESS: Yes, but--

MR. OSMERS: But anyway, I would like to

clear one thing up in my mind. From other testimony
that was given before the Committee I understand that
_ those boxes were to be returned immediately after the
recount,
THE WITNESS: That 1s right,

MR. OSMERS: Now, in view of the fact that
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immediately after the recount you were not stricken,
how 1s it that the instructions were not issued to
return those boxes?

THE WITNESS: Saturday morning I arrived at
the'Couhty Board at eight o'clock to supervise the
return of the boxes. |

MR. OSMERS: Yes.

THE WITNESS: Miss Seglie was there; and I

believe Mr. Fergﬁson had quite a few of his men

there in charge of Mr, Carl Boswein (?). He was to
|

remove the seal to return the boxes and his men were |
to accompany those boxes back to the different
municipal elerks. When I arrived there at eight
o'clock Miss Seglie was there. I said, "Are you

ready?™ She sald she had received orders not to

open tﬁe vaulte I saild, "What did you do in regard E
to the trucks?" .Tﬁe trucks had bsen ordered to be i
there at eight.o'clock. And she said she had cancellid
the truck. So there was nothing on it then. So this
opinion I got off of Mr. Doherty, that I wanted to
know where I stood in the matter.

MR. OSMERS: What was the nature of his
opinion?

THE WITNESS: I haven't got it.
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BY MR.PALESE:
Q@ Mr. Corcoran, do I understand you that it 1s the

practice of the County Board of Elections of Hudson County

that when ballot boxes are in the vault in the Spingarn ]

building that policemen are stationed there dey and night to
guard the vault? A, Yes, sir, on all recounts.

Q I am not talking about recounts, I am talking
generally. Take, for 1instance, the eleétion of 1936, After
the election in November is 1t customary to place policemen
toguard the vault after the election,-- forgetting any recount
or any order of the court concerning the ballot boxes?

A We have no ballot boxes after election. They go to

the munidpal clerks.

Q Well, I will put it this other way: in the event ‘

there aren't any ballot boxes in the vault, is it customary

for the County Boerd of Elections to place policemen to guard |

the vault? A. We had no occasion to unless the 'ballot boxeL
|

Lre theres They go to the municipal clerks from the District

] [oardb. They deliver them to the municipal clerks after

lection, We have nothing to do with that.

Q After this election in November, 1937, there were '
ﬁlaced ballot boxes in the vault? A, Yes, sir, for a :
pecounto : &

Q@ For recount purposes? A, Yes, sir. On sbout November

*0, Saturday, November 20, I believe, because the recount started

|
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Q As a result of the recount policemen were placed

Ithere to guard whatever was in the vault? A, They were
_ placed there Saturday morning.

Q@ Now, the recount has terminated? A, Yes, sir.
Q@ The usual thing, I presume, would be, when the

" Irecount 1is termineted, that they release the policemen as a

result of the recount order? A. They were to be released
on Saturday when the recount was completed, until I got that |
opinion from the County Counsel=-- First Assistant County
Counsel. .

Q Did the County Counsel tell you that under the
circumstances 1t was necessary to order armed policemen to

guard the vault? A. Well, you will have to refer--

Q I am asking youes Ae I don't just recall the '
wording of that letter at this time Sn account of my beling
sick.

Q I will put it in snother way: as a result of a letter

that you recelved from Mr. Doherty you assumed the

responsiblility of placing policemen to guard the vault? e
A Yes, sir. ’
Q Is that the only reason why the p&licemen were put
there, because of the letter you received? A. Yes, sir,

MR. YOUNG: The policemen were there before you

received the letter?
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THE WITNESS: Yes.
MR. YOUNG: Why 1s that?
THE WITNESS: They were there just that
morninge.
Q@ VWhy weren't they released after the recount was
terminated? A. I told them to stay around there until I
see what was going to happen. I didn't know where I was ét.
Q Isn't it because you knew that subpoenaes héd been
served immediately after the recount was terminated, that you
asked the police to stay there? A. I didn't know subpoenaes
were served. Nobody came to me and told me Qubpoenaes were
served.
BY MR. OSMERS: |
Q Vhen were you last in the office of the Board of
Elections? A, The morning I was taken sick.
Q You hﬁve not been back there since? A, No, sir,
Q@ Do you know whether those policemen are still there
or not? A. I don't.

Q Would you say that if they are still there that you

are responsible for them being there, that they are on your

rders? Ae How could I be responsible? I em not a
ommissioner at the present time; my term expired last Mondsy.

Q@ Up until midnight of last Monday were they there
Lcting under your orders? A, Under my orders, on the

gdvice of the County Counsel,
|

N




John Corcoran . 125

Q They were acting, up until Monday night, on your
ﬁrders? A, Yes; at the advice of the County Counsel,

Q@ DNow, there is a matter that the Committee would like
to clear up in regard to the order. That was your individual
forder, 1s that correct? A. That was a letter that I
requested from the County Counsel, and it was addressed to me
as Secretary.

Q But it was your individual order? A. It was my

individual request for the opinion.

Q You brouwght in the question of the opinion. I em not

Iat 8ll concerned with the opinion, because thet, after all,
1s your ‘business. I want to know about the order that was
1ssued to the police authorities of Hudson Countye. Was that
issued by you as an individual? A. Yes, sir, by me as an
individual,

Q@ The other three members of the Hudson County Board of
" [Elections had no knowledge or consent of that order?

A They were not there; they never came in.

Q Because there was a gentleman on that Board that
testified that the whole group had sent them there, and I am

Lglad you cleared that up for us. A, I am there generally

every day,
MR. PALESE:
Q@ Mr, Corcoren, then as I take it from you that you don't

oW at the present time under what orders the police are
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guarding this vault, if your term expired on March 1%
A That 1is righte
| ‘MR, OSMERS: Who ere the members of the County
Board of Elections of Hudson County that are still
holding over?
THE WITNESS: Patrick H. Sullivan, Democrat,
and Andrew Wittreich, Republican.
MR, OSMERS: Carl Scheetz and yourself are no |
longer members?
THE WITNESS: Right,
MR. YOUNG: Do you happen to know whether you
have been re-nominated?
THE WITNESS: No, sir, I do ﬁot. I couldn't
truthfully say whether I was or note
MR. PALESE: Was that order given by you to
Supervisor 0'Neil?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,

MR. OSMERS: May I ask one question which 1s 1
very, very lmportant., What were the instructions thaé
you issued to the police authorities that are now
guarding that vault?

: THﬁ WITNESS: I would have to refer to that

commnication I received from the County Counsel,

MR. OSMERS: Well, would you refer to 1t?
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MR. YOUNG: You told the police to stay there
before you recei§ed that communication from the
County Counsel, didn't you?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, until I find out where
I was at, because I wanted legal advice, but I didn't
know where I was at, I am no lawyer, |

MR. YOUNG: You just told them to stay there
until you got further advice?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sire

MR. YOUNG: ' Did you issue new instructions after
you received that?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, I told them to stay
on,

MR. PALESE: Do I take it from you, Mr, Corcor#n,
that you have no sauthority either to tell Superintendent
O'Neil to remove the officers there or permit them to
stay there?

THE WITNESS: Well, I em not a memberes I have
never been notified of my commission hhving been
received,

MR. PALESE: Have you notified Supervisor
O'Nell that as far as you are concerned you are no
longer a member of the County Board of Elections?

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I diqa note
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BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q You didn't have a resolution suthorizing you to have
the police at the vaults, did you? A, No, sir, there was
never a resolution on any recount for me in the term of Mr,
Seglie, when he was chairman, Mr. Scheetz or Mr. Sullivan,

That was a duty that was always left to me.

Q@ As a member of the Board you would order police and

rorder them off? A, Yes,

Q@ As I understand, there are two members left.If Mr,
Pﬂttreich was to give orders to the police to withdr#w, do you
think that they eught to be carried out? A. Well, that I
lean't say., I can't answer for Mr. Wittreich.

Q If he did give the orders? A. I can't enswer that,

MR. OSMERS: Mp, Corcoran, there is a question
here that has come up.
- I presume this is a true copy of the opinion |
that was given to Mr, Corcoran.
MR. DOHERTY: I conferred with Mr. Wiener, I
believe 1£.1s.
MR. OSMERS: This commﬁnieation, in the first
place, does not bear your name. I presume you recall

thet. And it 1s addressed to the Hudson County Board o

Elections and marked to the attention of the secretary,

which is customary,
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THE WITNESS: That 1s right.

MR. OSMERS: ©Now, did you realize in issuing
an order to place the police in front of that‘door
that you vioclated the opinion of the Law Department
of the County of Hudson? |

THE WITNESS: No, sir,

MR. OSMERS: I would like to read for your
benefit-=

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,

. MR. OSMERS: Paragraph 3, "It is your duty, as
members®=- members-- “of the Hudson County Board of
Eloetio;s, éo safeguard and protect the records which
are under the control and in the custody of said.
Charles Stoebling."” I would just like, for the sake
of the record, thaf you acted contrary to the opinion
of the Law Department of Hudson County in acting as an
individual when the legal opinion thet they gave to
you spocifically sald to you, “members of the Hudson
County Board of Elections,” ané you, by no stretch of
the imagination, could be members, you can only be a
member. And do you agree, Mr. Corcoran, that you
acted in violation of the opinion that was given to

you?

THE WITNESS: No. I took it that that was along

with the way I have always ordered the police,
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MR. OSMERS: We are not talking about old
faihioned customs, and so on. Here 1s a communication
addressed not to you, 1t is addressed to your
attention as Secretary. It is addressed to the
Hudson County Board of Elections, You are not the
Board of Elections, are you?

THE WITNESS: No,

MR. OSMERS: Did you read this opinion to the
Board of Elections?

THE WITNESS: No, sir. They didn't come in.

MR. OSMERS: You didn't fead it to them?

THE WITNESS: No, sire.

MR. OSMERS: They had no knewledge of this
comrmunication at all?

THE WITNESS: I don't know after I was taken
sick.

MR. OSMERS: They had no knowledge from you?

THE WITNESS: Not from me personally,

MR. OSMERS: They had no knowledge at the time
the order was issued?

THE WITNESS: No, sir,

-

MR. OSMERS: I think you will say, and everybod}
will say, that you clearly exceeded your authority and

acted contrary to the opinion of the Law Department

of Hudson County, Already one man has comnitted perjury

{ B o, T
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end said you did bring it up, and you didn't.

THE WITNESS: I brought up what?

MR. OSMERS: Another member of the Board of
Elections sald~--

THE WITNESS: I brought this up?

MR. OSMERS: ILet me finish, Another member éf
the Board of Elections testified that you did bring
this up before them and they voted on it, but
apparently there 1s a little difference between you
two gentlemen.

THE WITNESS: Not from the way I understand itl
I think you are mixed up in it too.

MR. OSMERS: How 1s that?

THE WITNESS: The way I understand, I was told|
this morning that there was a resolution before a
meeting of the Board on Friday.

MR, PALESE: Well, was there a resolution on
Friday?

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I read a different
communication on Friday to the Board, and that 1is
what got this genélemnn mixed upe I have got that
communication here. This here was on Saturday,

MR. PALESE: Now, let us get this straight,

MR. OSMERS: That makes it even a little bit
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more interesting from the standpoint of the Committee.
BY MR. PALESE:

Q |Mr. dorcoran, as I understood you, your orders to
Supervisor O'Neil for their activity concerning this vault,
was predicated upon the opinion as stated in that letter that
you now hold in your hand, is that correct? A, What is

that?

Q@ I say that the orders that you conveyed to Superintendent

0'Neil were predicated upon the opinion contained in this

letter? A, No. I addressed the Inspector of Police Mr.

Neary, who was in charge of the police there at the Hudson

County Board of Elections.

Q You gave him the instructions. But I say that was
because of the opinion that was rendered to you?

A Yes, sir,

Q By Mr. Doherty? A. Yes, sir.

Q Now, as Mr., Osmers has pointed out to you, that letter
contains an opinion to the County Board of Elections, 1is
that correct? Please read the letter.

A "Hudson County Board of Elections, 591 Summit Avenue,
Jersey City, New Jersey. Attention of Secretary. Gentlemen:
Complying with your'request for an opinion"--

-

Q It says, "Gentlemen," so that doesn't mean you. You

said "Secretary" meant you, but "Gentlemen" means the County

Board, which is four. A, “Complying with your request for
3 3
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an opinion with regard to the situation which has arisen
due to the 1llness of your clerk, Charles Stoebling, I
advise you as follows:"

-

Q Who does he mean there "Advise you," you or the
County Board of Elections? A. He means ﬁe, because I
requested 1it.

Q How could he mean you? You are reading that into the
letter, aren't you? A. If he got up the letter wrong'
that isn't my faulte I wouldn't question him.

Q I quite agree with you that you requested the letter,
4 Right,
Q VNow, you read in this letter where he says,"You members
of the Board."” Dld he make a mistake there, if he meant you,
when he sald, "You members of the Board™?
A That I don't know whether he did or note I am not a
lawyer.
. Q@ I am not asking you to be a lawyer, but you know the
word "member” or "members)} don't you? You know "member" !

- -

means one® and “members" means more than one? 4

-~

A Yes, sire

Q You know when Mr. Doherty talked to the Hudaoﬁ County
Board of Elections that he did not mean you, he meant the
four members of the Board? A. Yes, sir,

Q When he sald, "Gentlemen,” he did not mean you, he

- -

meant the four members of the Board? A, Yes, sir, But you
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are skipping that "Attention of Secretary."

- -

Q@ You were to submit this to the County Board of
Elections? A. Yes, s;r.

Q Why did you do 1t and assume responsibility by
telling Mr. O'Neil what he was to do, when this letter was

for the attention of the County Board of Elections?

A I filed that with the clerk, Miss Seglie, on Monday
morning, and I instructed Mr. Neary, who weas in charge of
the police there, that they were to stay on until further

notice,

Q Why did you do that? A, Because I had gotten this
opinion from the County Counsel.

Q@ Do you still meintain today, Mr. Corcoran, thaet this
letter, irrespective of what you did on the 29th 9f Jenuary,
do you still say today that this letter gave you, as a
single member of the County Board of Eleﬁtions-~

A Well=-

Q Walt a minute., Forget what you did on January 29.
Do you say today t hat this letter addressed to the Hudson
County Board of Elections, attention "Gentlemen"”, saying you
members have certain rights, that youlhad the suthority to
say anything to Mr. O'Nell or to Mr. Neary, who were the
officers there, as to what thelr conduct was to be? Now,
you cen answer that question. A, I assumed that as

Commissioner on previously ordering the $m11cb: theres
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Q Now, you can answer that question.
MR. DOHERTY: Mr, Commissioner--
MR. PALESE: Please, Mr, Doherty.
MR. DOHERTY: You asked him & question. You

ought to permit an answer,

MR. PALESE: I want an answer, I don't want
him to make a speech on it. Now, you listen to the
duestion.

Q (Qnespion read by stenographer.) Do you understend
it? A. I answer that question the same as I did before,
essuming the authority as I had previously of ordering the
' " police there,

Q YNow, Mr, Corco?an, you said you had the euthority,
Then why did you seek ;nother opinion if you had the authority,
from someone, to place policemen to guard this vault, then
why did you on January 29, 1938, seek another opinion from
Mr, Doherty? A. The recount ended on the 28th and the
police were there on the 29th,

Q All righf. A. On Saturday morning. Then this
Committee came in there, and Miss Seglie refused to open the
vault. I didn't lmow where I was at, so I had to séek‘
counsel's advice. I am not a lawyer,

Q@ ©Now, Mr., Corcoran, then you say up to that point you
didn't know what to do? A. Right.,

Q@ Then you got this letter? A, Right,
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Q So thet gnything that you did or any authority that yd
obtained was because of this letter? A, Right.

Q Now, you tell us whether this letter-- I am'not talkin
about what you did before-- whether this letter gave you
authority as a single member of that Board, to order Mr.
Neary or Superintendent 0'Neil to keep the police there.
Show us in this letter, A, I will answer as I did before:
assuming the authority as I had done always of ordering the
police.

Q Mr. Corcoran, you are so lnconsistent it 1s almost

ridiculous.. You just told us a little while ago you dldn't
know what to do on the 29th of January. A. That i1s why
I seek the opinion.

Q@ Why then, assuming something you had done before
that time, because you went to Mr, Dcherty and said, *T would
like to know what I can do under these circumstances,"is
that correct? A, Because the recount had terminated
Saturdey morning and then I had to get an opinion.

Q Then you got this opinion? A, Then I teld the
| police to continue on.

Q But you are not snswering my question whether or not=-
A  Probably not the way you want me to.

you
Q I don't want you to answer my way, I want to tell

Q@ But I cannot yet quite get the situation where you say

13
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that your orders to Mr. Neary and Superintendent O'Neil
were predicated-- A, Not Superintendent 0'Nell, just
Nearye.
Q VWere predicated upon this letter? A, Right, sir.
Q@ VWhy ere you insisting on saying what you have done
before you had obtained this opinion?

A Because the Board always left it to me to have

police thereo
Q@ If that were true, why did you get this opinion if it
1 had always been your right and duty to have police to guard

the boxes? Why did you get this opinion? A, Because the
ﬂ‘recount, as I stated before, terminated on Friday, the 28th.
- BY MR. OSMERS:

Q How long have you been & member of the Board of
l&eétions? A. Twelve years., About twelve yeﬁrs.

Q That is unimportant, but you have been there
sufficiently long enough to have a good working knowledge of
the Election Lewe A. Fairly. I em not an expert.

Q@ I realize that, that no one who is not a lawyer would
10t have that expert knowledge. But here is the point I want
) make: you understand the set up of the Election Law of
he State of New Jersey, and you also understsnd that the
eason they have a Board of four, two Republicans and two

oerats, is for the %ery simple reason that one party

annot control it, you understand that? A, Yes, sir.

hat is propere
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Q@ Do you understend also that by acting as an
individual, you, as an individual seeking an opinion and
enforcing an opinion that was di:ected to four people, by
enforcing that opinion jouraelf that you have been acting
contrary to the spirit and the letter of the law of the State
of New Jersey? A. Just a moment, please, I stated before
it has always been the custom=- that it has beén my duty to
have the police at all recounts.

Q Mr. Corcoran-- Ae. That is the reason--

Q I aﬁ not asking you anything about custom. Custom

1s a great thing. In some places they murder people because

it 1s a custom. But we are talking here strictly about what 1@

|
the law and what is not the law, Now, you are an experiencedf

Election Board men? A, Yes.

Q@ Probably serving as long as any man in the State of

New Jersey today, and you know very well, as an individual you
ﬂnve absolutely no right to execute or issue any orders unless
;he Board so delegates you to do? A, That 1s correct. But
dn this case, as regards 1 stated before several times, it has
ﬂnen'the qustom--

Q@ I am not interested in the customs A. (Continuing)--

Q@ Mr. Corcoren, no one has asked you, at least so far as

I have heard, about the advisebility or the lack of
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advisability of meintaining police at the veult during a
recounts, No one herelas asked you that, nobody in this room,
so far as I know is one whit interested in it, And why you
continue to say that same thing over and again sbout "During
recounts,” there is nobody here interested in 1t, nobody
inf::gisliture is interested in it, nobody 1n the State of

New Jersey is interested in it, We want to know why you took
it upon yourself as aniindividual to issue an illegal order
when there was no recount going on. That 1s the question.,

A Well, I didn't say that was an illegal order.

Q Well, you see now it is, thoughe A. I got this
opinion and I went by the opinion of the County Counsel.

Q This opinion, Mr., Corcoran, is not addressed to you,
it 1s addressed to the Hudson County Board of Elections, and
you have told me that you are not the Hudson County Board of
Elections. A. No, éir, I am not.

Q@ But you acted as one just the same.

A I assumed authority the same as I did on ordering the
police.

Q You cannot assume authority when you have legal

questioned 1t, have they, the other members?
Q@ They have tried to get a meeting together,
A I was sick or I would have attended the meetinge

BY MR. PALESE:

Q You look at that letter and shoW us where it says

contracts to carry out with the people. A. But they haven't

1
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that you, Mr. Corcorsan, Secretary of the Hudson County Board
of Elections, shall have the auﬁhomtty, as a member, to order
Inspector Neary to guard the ballot boxes?
A Well, at this time=--
Q You tell us where it is. A. I would request this
Board to furnish me with the original. I am pretty sure my
name is mentioned,.
Q@ Well, your counsel=- A, Well, he may say that,
but my name is mentioned, I think.
MR. GIULIANO: I c&n give you the transcript,
which is the same as that,
Q I am willing to take Mr. Doherty's word it is a
duplicate. A. This Committee has it in its possession.
Q It i1s in the vault and we will go get it.
A I have been sick, but if my memory serves me right
I think it is addressed to me.
| Q It isn't, A. I think my name is mentioned on that,
MR. PALESE: How soon can we get 1it?
I think i1t 1s very, very important.
MR. OSMERS: Let me put it this way: if your
name is not upon the original will you then agree
that you acted 1llegally?

THE WITNESS: No, I don't see I acted 1llegally,

nO, 811‘.

MR. YOUNG: What you really need is new counsel,
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Q Do I take it, then, Mr. Corcoran,=-- in other words,
this 1s very, very important, because there are 16 policemen
there guarding that vault, and all of them say they are there
because of an order that they received from you.

A Yes, sir.

Q@ So you can see how important it is. Today you tell
us that you are no longer a member of the Hudson County Board
of Elections? A, That is right, my term expired Monday
nighte

Q So these policemen are there upon order of & member
of the County Board that is today no longer a member?

A That is true.

Q@ And you also tell us that it was as a result of a
letter that you received from Mr, Doherty that you gave the
order? A, Yes, sir.

Q@ And did you say that that letter that Mr. Doherty
gave to you as an opinion, said that you, Mr, Corcoran, have
the right to put policemen there to guard the vault?

A  Well, the sum and substance of the thing--

Q@ Well, you tell us where anywhere in this letter your
lname appears, ;1th the exception of where it says, “Attention
Pr Secretary”"? A. That is all,

Q Did that mean to you that this was your advice what to
flo? A. Yes, sir, I would take it it was my advice, being I

ned always ordered the police.
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BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q Mr. Corcoran, I want to call your attention to the
transcript of Mr, Wittreich and see if you agree with this:
Page 264, "Question. Wou}d you, as a member of the Board,
ever take it upon yourself as one member to givé any orders
which would bind the whole Board? Ansawer. Absolutely not.
I would not have any legal right to do s0." Then another
quéstion “Then it is your legal opinion th;t any act which
this Board does must be in open meeting and must be passed by
resolution? Answer. Absolutely. I think it is th§
intention of the Legislature, in the creation of the Board.”
- |Would you say that Andrew Wittreich, as a lawyer, is wrong
in his opinion? A, I wouldn't say that he was wrong, He

is a lawyer; he knows whether he is talking right or not.

I am not a lawyer,

Q@ Then, in his opinion, you acted illegally?
A No, sire.
Q@ You still say you acted legally? A, I acted accordi

llto the advice of counsel,

Q@ But you acted illegally to ask an opinion?
That is what you thinke

I am telling you what Mr, Wittreich-~

He is a lawyer,

He 1s a member of the Board, too? A. Yes.

o o » O P

And he thinks you acted illegally. Do you agree with

pim or don't you? A, That is his opinion. He 1s entitled

ng
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to that, I cennot take it from him,

Q May I call your ettentlon to some more of Mr,
Wittreich's testimony on page 234, discussing about the
police, "Then im your opinion, Mr, Wittreich, the service of
thlis policeman terminated when the recount termineated?

Question
Answer., As far as I was concerned, yes. . And as far as the

County Board of Elections was concerned, too. Answer, Their

necessity, as far as we were concerned, I say was at an end.”
Would you say again that Mr, Wittrelch was wrong in his ;
opinion? A. I will say he was wrong, because I have
received this communication from the County Counsel, If Mr,
Wittreich don't care to take the advice of the County Counsel,
I cannot help youe.

Q Mre Corcoran, you say Mr, Wittreich is wrong again
vhen he says=~- when he was askod; page 234, “As a member of
the Board of Elections, are you willing now to order your
employee, Miss Seglie, to open the vault on the seventh floor
of the Spingarn building? Answer. Absolutely, I think it 1J
& ridiculous situation that 1s being created by keeping it
closed.” A, He 1s entitled to that opinion,

g, hWell, don't you think it is = éidiculous situation
keeping public records away from any citizen of the State of

'

New Jersey, Mr, Corcoran? A. Do I think it?

Q Yess A¢ I am going by the advice of the County t

Coungel what to do.

Q Don't you think he is ridiculous, too, as a citizen?
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A That is up to him,

Q@ You have got an opinion. Do you think he is ridiculous
or don't you? A, I am not a lawyer., I cennot tell you
whether he is or note.

Q@ The only tin; you say you are not & lawyer 1is when
you seem to get a 1ittle stuck. You answer all questions
untii something seems to pinch and then you say you are not a
lawyers Are these public records or not? A, Which?

Q The poll bookse A The poll books are not public
records.A The reglstry binders are public records.

'Q Let us take the registry binders. Let us assume Mr.
Corcoran is nominated and qualified for the Board of Elections
of Hudson County sometime during the month of March. Let us
assume that this Committee continues its testimony and we do
not complete our job uﬁtil after November, and that there 1is
an election in Hudson County, the primary in September, and
in November, you, as a member of the Board of Elections, will
you or will you not go to this vaulﬁ and take those public

records, the binders, 1n order that that election may be held

(in Jersey City. A. Mr. Stoebling, according to law, has gol

' to return them thirty days before any general election-- not
primary, any general election.
Q Suppose Mr. Stoebling doesn't do it, what will you doft

A Then he can be brought up on charges,

Q@ Oh, you will bring Mr, Stoebling on charges?
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A He‘yill have toe.

Q Then you really believe that we are entitled to the
books in order to look them over? A, That I don't know
whether you are or note I am not a lawyer.

Q Pinched again, Mr, Gcfcoran? Ae Yes, Jimmie,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q There are one or tvb things you may know, Miss Seglip
is an employee of the Election Board? A, Yes, sir,

Q She takes orders from whom?- A, From Mn Stoebling,
He has got supervision of all c;orks. That is right in the
law, . your Honor.

Q He has got supervision of all the clerks?

A Yes, sire

Q And he himself 1s an _empioyee of the County Board of
| Elections? Ae Yes, sir, By virtue of that he becomes
Cormmissioner of Registration.

Q@ So you let one of your clgrks give orders to another
of your clerks? Ao It states it right in the law, He has
supervision of all clerks.

Q All right, What I em getting ate-

A They tooi that away from the Board in 1930 in the
revision of the laws,

Q What I em getting at 1s this, your clerk Mr. stoebling‘

trdered your olerk-stenographer Miss Seglie not to open the

ault. Why didn't you countermand that order? A, He has
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supervision over themo

Q I know, but you planned to send those ballot boxes
back on that dey? A. Well, when they dldn't go back, as I
stated before, I seeked an opinion from County Counsel to kmow
where I was at, .
i Q@ But you had not received the opinion from County Counsel
'when you found those books were not to be returned?

A On Saturday I got the opinion.

Q Saturday morning they were going back and Saturday
afternoon at 3:30 you got the opinion? A. Yes, sir. I
tried to get in touch with County Counsel, Mr., Walscheid and
‘I couldn't do it. Then I had to get in touch with Mr,
Doherty, the first assistent County Counsel. 1In the absence

of Mr,. Walscheid he acts for the Boards

|BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q@ M¥r. Corcoran, you were present, of course, at the

recount? A, Yes, sir.

Q@ And that vault was opened every day? A. Yes, sir.
| Q@ And Mr..Stoebling was not present? A, No, sir,

He delegated Miss Seglie to open it

Q Well, you had full control of the recount, didn't you'?
A Yes, sir,

Q And the Board would meet, as I understand it, in the

.horning, and pass a resalution as to what districts to count?

A No, sir,
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Q@ How would you do it? A. We would meet each morning.

We would get an order from you what districts, or Mr. Wiener,

what district to go into the following day or two days ahead=:

Q Representing a citizen, we would give you orders, '
and you, as a public official=- I just want to make sure 1
am correcte=- we, as counsel to a citizen who ran for office,
would give you orders, as a public official, that we wanted
to look at those ballots? A, You wanted certain districts
countede

Q VWe wanted certain districts, and you would not have to
go to Mr. Doherty in order to get an opinion, you would go to
ﬁhe safe, bring out the districts and we would count them,
isn't that so? A, That is right,

Q We would look at the poll books there? A. Yes, sir,

Q About a minute'and a half, and when we started to
write something you would pull them away from us?

A That is right, that is correct.

Q Can you see any objections if we looked at those poll
books again in your presence or another person's and having
a handwriting expert there in order to compare signatures?

A I have no right to allow you to see them now,

Q@ You have no right to show them or no right to answer
the question, which? A. I am not a member of the County

Board of Elections,
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*1off1cia1 I am sure that you want to help us out as counsel
ifand as citizens, and this Committee as citizens of the State

:ef New Jersey, to view these records. Will you, as a member

lof the Board of Elections, consent to allow us, in your

Q I mean, let us assume~= I am always assuming you are
going to be & meﬁber of the Board of Elections?
A I don't know, Jimmie; I hope you are right.
Q I hope so, too. I don't like to see anybody taken
off the payroll these days.
MR. PALESE: I heard they were having difficull-
ty in Hudson Countye.
THE WITNESS: I haven't had any commnication
or ieatuid any commission.
MR. PALESE: You had better call the Secretary
of State,
Q Let us assume, Mr. Corcoran, that you are appointed,
and I am sure you are going to be appointed=-
A Well, I am not so sure, James,
Q Well, I think you did a good job for the governors
A Thank youe
Q And’I am sure you are going to be appointed,
A Thenk you.

Q Let us assume you are appointed, and as a public

1pr¢aence and in the presence of a handwriting expert, to examine
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these books? A. At the present time I cannot answer theat

because I will answer it when the occasion erises. !
Q@ In othér words, Mr, Corcoran, you are again pinched?
A I am not crossing a bridge until I come to it, and I
have not been appointed, therefore, I cannot answer the

question.

Q@ Let us suppose I asked you last week the same questioﬁ,
what would youranswer be? A, But you didn't ask me last |
weekes

Q Let us suppose I asked yous A. But you didn't,
Q@ I couldn't, You were too sick, you were under a
sedative, you were too much under a sedative, I would 1like to

have asked you two weeks ego. Then you will not answer that

question? A, No, sir, I will not enswer the question until

I come to the bridge and cross it, i
BY MR. OSMERS: E
Q Mr. Corcoran, everything in the veult that we have beeb
talking about there in the Spingarn building, is publie
property, is it not? A, The.ballot boxes belong to the
County Board of Elections.

Q They don't belong to the public? A, They belong to
the County Board of Elections. The county pays fof them. |
Q@ They turn the title of the boxes over to the County

Board of Elections? A, We order the boxes and the County

Board of Freeholders pey for those boxes, and when the manicipal

I
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elerks request themw=-
Q I am not interested in the procedure, Do the Board
of‘Freeholders pay for those boxes out of their own pockets?
A County funds,
Q@ They use county funds and the county gets the money
from the people, is that right? A. I guess that is right.
Q So that the people own the boxes and the records are
the records of the people, and they are public records?
A They must be at that rate, because the county gets th?

money from the taxpayers,

Q@ So they are public records? A, They must be,
Q@ You know that they are public records?

A Yes, sir, they must be public records.

& You cen see absolutely no oifection to their being
\examined under proper circumstances? A. Well, in regards to
the poll book, the law distinctly states, if my memory serves

me right, that they are in the custody of the Commissioner of

Registration, they are not under our custody at all,

Q I am not asking you a question now as a memﬁer of the
Board of Elections, because you are not a member of the Board
of Elections. I am not asking you & question as a public
official. I am speaking to you now as a private citimen.
Those records are public, and there is no reason in law or out),

Lhy & properly and legally constituted authority cannot examinp
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them at any time, A, That I couldn't say, not being a
lawyer,

Q@ In other words, you are not sure that public property
4is always public at all times?. e Public property is

public property at all times.
Q Then these books at the time being public property,

should be open to the public at all times? A. Did you say
that the poll books are public property?.

Q Yes, absolutelye A. Then they must be open to the
public.

Q@ Don't you say they are public property?

A Not the poll books.

Q Whose property are they? A, They are under the
custody=-

Q Whose property are they, not whose custody are they in?

A  Whose property aré they? A

Q Whose propérty are they at any time? I don't want you
to tell me whose custody they are in. We want to know whose
property those poll books are? A. As you just stated--

Q Not as I just stated. What is .your opinion¢?

A They must be the property of the public.

Q Oh, they are the property of the public. It was a

little hard to get that out of youe If those are public books|,

public property, why did you order police guards over this

rmblic property when there is no court order affecting those
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public records? A, I did do it when I done it. Thet was
that they were to go back to the Commissioner of Reglstration
to remein in his custody.

Q What was to go back? A, The poll books.

Q Were to go back? A. To the Commissioner of
Registration, after we had completed the recount.

Q@ What do you mean "go back"™? A, We had them in our
custody on the recount and the order terminating the recount
sald they were to be returned to the Commissioner of
Registration.

Q Did you bring them to his apartment or not?

A To remain in his custody. No, they were put in the
vault. |

Q@ Then they were in his custody, were they not¢®

A No.

Q@ They were not in your custody? A. Noe. I terminated
the recount as Chief Justice Brogan's order called for.

Q@ You had no custody over the material that was sought
by this Committee at all, the poll books? A, Only the
opinion that County Counsel has reéndered,

Q Did you 1n$truct the police to keep everyone out of
the vault? A, I certainly dld, according to the County

Counsel 's=~

Q Welt a minute. You instructed the police to keep us

Iout of the vault. You did not instrﬁct the police to keep us
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away from the ballot boxes, which were in your custody?

A To keep them away from the vault while they were

in the vault,

Q It would be perfectly ﬁossible, you know, to have the
police guard the ballot boxes without guarding the door of the
vaulte A. No, they have got to stay in the vault,

Q They can stey in the . vault forever, we don't want
them, What I am pointing out 1s this, that your instructions,
as I recall it, were to guard the door of the vault, not the
property that was in the custody of the County Board of
Elections? A, Right, to guard the door of the veult.

Q ©Not the ballot boxes? A, Well,'thoy are in there,
If you will open the vault you will get access to the ballot
Loxes.

Q VWouldn't it be possible, in your opinion, for the

olice to guard the ballot boxes in the vault while other
hings were being removed from the vault? A, They could do
hate

Q@ Or do you think somebody might put a ballot box in
their pocket end walk out with 1t? A, Hardly,.
%Y MR. GIULIANO:

Q@ What 1s the real reason for the police being there?

A To guard the vault,.

Q Why?

MR. PALESE: You mean the vault or ba i
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THE WITNESS: The vault,

MR. PALESE: Whyg@

THE WITNESS: On advice of County Counsel.

Q VWhy are you guarding the vault?

MR. YOUNG: Mr, Giuliano, before you go any
further, I would like to have it made perfectly clean
that there has been no instructions from any counsel
presented to this Coﬁmittee instrueting Mr. Corcoran
to do anything. Mr. Corqoran has received no
instructions, that we have seen, from the County
Counsel, and I would 1like to make that clear,

BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ Mr. Corcoran, you read this letter again and tell us
where it states in there that you areiguard the vault?

A It don't state it.

Q It doesn't state 1t? A, That I personally am not
to guard it.

Q@ Or that you can give orders to guard the vault. You
look et that letter again and tell us where it steates in
that letter that either you, if you assume responsibility, or
the Hudson County Board of Elections, are to safeguard the

vault and not to safeguard theballot boxes. Now, you read it.

A "Attention of Secretary.* That 1is me, “Gentlemen:

Complying with your request for an opinion with regard to the




1l

yourselfe A, (Continuing)=-*to safeguard and protect the
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situation which has arisen due to the illness of your clerk,
Charles Stoebling, I advise you as follows:

le¢ Charles Stoebling, Clerk of your Boerd, is
constituted the Commissioner of Registration of Hudson County.
Under the provisions of the Election Law, and particulerly
Par. 380 of Article XXV1ll, and Par. 216 of Article XV1I, he
is in complete charge of the permenent registration records
of Hudson County and is also the custodian of the Genereal
Election poll books and records.

2. Charles Stoebling alone has supervision and
control of these records.

3« No person other than the said Charles Stoebling
has the right to open the vaults in which any of these records
are stored or to release or remove them from the place where
they are now stored.

4 It is your duty, as members of the Hudson County
Board of Elections®e=-

Q@ Now, read slowly there so you can take care of

records which are under the control and in the custody of saigd

Charles Stoebling, and not to permit anyone to open the

vaults in which the same are stored during his aﬁsenca. Very

truly yours, Robert H. Doherty, Assistant County Counsel."

Q@ All righte Now, that, you say, gave you the
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to keep the vault closed? A. Yes, sir.

BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q@ Mr, Corcoran, if it 1s the opinion of your counsel
from that letter that the records belong to ﬁr. Stoebling,
why should you be so concerned about it to ask the police to
go there and protect that vault? A, Because, as I stated
before, I didn't lkmow where I was at,

Q@ You don't know where you are at now, do you?

A Yes, I do: right here in‘Essex COunﬁy.

Q VWhat is the necessity of the police there if the
Board of Elections has & couple of hundred employees and can
certainly put employees there to see what goes on, if anything?
What 1s the necessity of the police there? A, We have always
had them, .
Q@ TYou keep the police there at the safe every day of the
year? A, Every day-and night while the ballot boxes are‘in
there,

Q@ Mr. Corcoran, may I just point out to you that you are
now in Essex County, and sometime you ought to come here when

Le have a recount-- of course, we are ell through with paper

ballots~- and I might inform you that to my knowledge the
Board of Elections has never had a policeman in any and every
recount, and they have been run pretty orderly. And I again

psk you what was the purpose of the police there in Hudson
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County? Ae. As I atated before, te conduct the recount in an
ordérly manner., We have had some very strenuous times at
recounts and we have had to have the police there.

Q VNo strenuous time this time? A. We had to eject
several men.

Q A couple of times you tried to eject counsel when they

were a little loude A, Mr. Murray twice,

Q@ TYou say that the poll books-- maybe I am wrong-= are |
not public records? A. I answered that question. |
Q@ I want to get it from youe Are they public records?
A He sald they must be public records,
MR. OSMERS: No, I did note
Q It is a}aimple question. I can ask any individual in

this room and get a "yes" or "no" aenswer whether or not the

poll books are publié reéorda.
MR, YOUNG: .I think that is an unfair question,
Mr. Giuliano. He is not a lawyers
THE WITNESS: Thank you,
MR.GIULIANO: Of course, if he gives me that
answer I have got anotﬁor one. You say that you are not
a lawyer?

THE WITNESS: I thank yous

Q@ Do you know, as & member of the Board of Elections of

udson County, where these poll books come from and who pays

or them? Ae If my memory serves me right I think they canq
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from the Secretary of State,
Q@ And who is the Secretary of State? A. Thomas

Mathis,

Q What 1s his official duty, serving as s public

official or secretary to a private corporation?

A A public official,

Q@ Do you think when you receive records from Mr. Math14A~
that they are public or private-- A. I don't receive .
them,

Q@ Or your Board? A. We don't receive them.

Q Or the District Board? A. The County Clerk.

Q@ Do you think they are public records when the
Secretary of State sends them out? A. Well, they must be,

Q Why pays the salaries of the employees of your
department and yourself, 1nclud1ngla11 of the Hudson County
Board of Elections? A, The Hudson County Board of
Freeholders,

Q@ And who 1s the Hudson County Board of Freeholders?
I mean, are they public officials or are they==

A Public officials,

Q How do they get their Jobsa? A, They are nominated
at the primary--

Q@ In other words, the peopleselect them and they spend

the people's money? A, Yes, sir,
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Q You are getting public funds? A, Yes, sir,
~ MR. GIULIANO: That is all,
BY MR. MURRAY:

Q Mr. Corcoran, when did you get this advice of

counsel in writing or when was it sent to you, do you recolle&t?
A Mr, Doherty gave it to me Saturdey afternoon.

Q Saturday afternoon. What date was that, John,do you
remember? A, Just a moment.

Q This 1s dated== A, The recount terminated on the
28th, if my memory serves me right, and that must be the 29th.

Q VWas the recount terminated on a Friday?

A Friday, around noone.

Q And the next day, Saturday, that was the 29th, 1s thaf
right? A. Yes, sir. 0

Q That 1s the date that you got this letter?

A Yes, sir.,

Q And don't you think this is a true copy or duplicate?

A I don't knowe I couldn't say.

Q You don't think that the County Counsel or First
Aaéistant County Counsel would give'anything up to this
Committee that weas not a true copy of what is purported to be
the original, would you? A, I stated before I thought my

name was mentioned in the original copy, but I may be misﬁaken

-e

I don't know for sure,

Q But you heard Mr., Doherty say that this was a true
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copy of the original that he sent you and gave you, didntt

yout A. That i1s what he said.

Q@ And you believe that to be so, don't you?

A I heve just stated I thought my name was mentioned i&

the original. I may be wrong and I may be right; I could't
S&Ye.
In other words, you wouldn't say this was an exactw-'

I wouldn't say 1t was, I wouldn't it wasn't,

At any rate, you got it on Saturday, the 29th, right?

Yes, sir.

And the recount terminated on Friday, the 28th?

o b O > O » O

|
|
i
I
Yes, sir, |
What time, about, in the day? A Around noontime,

Q And what happened to the police? Or do you know which
|

police were there?t A. The names of the police?

Q ©No, not necessarily the names, but from what depart-
ment in Hudson County? A, The County police. l

Q Only the County police? A, Well, I don't know whet%er
they were county or boulevardes I don't know the difference,
which they represented.

Q@ Now, John, you know the difference, don't you?

A I don't know which was thé county=-- only Inspector

Neary, he was county, and Mre Antonacel,-- I think that is his

name,~- the Lieutenant, he was county, but that is all. They
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were the ones I dealt with,

Q Don't you know you had on duty there during the 1
recount Some of the Hudson County police officers?

A They may have been there.

Q Well, don't you know they were there? A, I didn't
question whether they came from the Boulevard or from the
county; I had no occasion to.

Q You didn'éf As No, sir.

Q Do fou know whether or not there were any Boulevard
policemen there on Friday after the termination of the
recount? A. I couldn't say whether they were Boulevard or
countye. ' i

Q Were you there? A, I was there Friday, yes, until
ebout twenty minutes past twelve, I should judge, when I
left there, and I came back at 4:30.

Q Was there any meeting of the County Board of Elections
there on Friday? A« At the termination of the recount--

Q Was there any meeting? A. Let me answer the
questione.

Q You can answer it “yes® or 'ﬁo“. Ae Don't get
three or four questions. At tge te;mination of the recount
I requested the commissioners to come into the County Board

of Elections'! office=~

Q Did they go in? A, I had a matter to take up with
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them, Yés,vsir. Including Miss Seglie.

Q What time was that? A. At the termination of the |
recount,

Q What time? A, About twelve o'clock, or a little
after twelve,

Q Was’there a meeting of the Board? A. That was the
meeting that time.

Q Was there a meeting? A, Yes.

Q@ VWho called the meeting to order? A. I asked them
to come in, I wanted to call this to their attention,

Q Who called the meeting-- A. Of this paper I have

recelived.

Q@ Who called the meeting to order? A. I am telling

you I asked them to come in,

Q@ I am not asking you that, I am asking you who called
the meeting to order, if there was a meeting? A. Well==-

Q@ I thought you testified before there wasn't,

A Oh, no, I did not. :

Q You know I didn't testify there was no meeting.

A On Friday?

Q@ You testify. Go ahead, please. A, No, no, that is |
rong. At the termination on Friday we went in, as I requested
Io Board to come in as I had a matter of very great importancL

take up with them,
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MR, OSMERS: Was it & meeting?

THE WITNESS: If you would call it.

MR. OSMERS: You call it. Don't have me
call it.

THE WITNESS: If it was a meeting, I called

them together so I could read to them this communicatio

I had received.

MR. OSMERS: Whieh communication was that?

THE ﬁITNESS: A summons from the Prosecutor
of Hudson County to produce certain records, and I
refused to take those records out before bringing it
to the attention of the Board, And I have that
summons here, gentlemen.,

MR. YOUNG: What 1s 1t?

(The witness produced a summons,)

MR. OSMERS: In this case, Mr. Corcoran, you
wouldn't act without the Board, would you?

THE WITNESS: ©No, sire.

MR. OSMERS: I just want to make it clear,
when 1t came to putting policemen in front of the
vault=- ‘

THE WFTNESS: That was taking records out of
the offices

M. YOUNG: "State of New Jersey, County of

Hudson." Addressed to "John J. Corcoran, Chairmen,

m - e 15
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Hudson Countleoard of Elections, Jersey City, New
Jersey." Of course, that was a misnomer; you were nok
Chairma;. |

THE WITNESS: No, sire.

MR. YOUNG: “You are her;by required And
conmanded to be an& appear at the court house in
Jersey City, in the County aforesaid, on Friday,
the 28th day of January"-- that was that very day--
®*1938, at two o'clock p.m., to give evidence in behalfl
of the said state to the grand Jury now sitting, and
herein fail not at your peril. Dated the 26th day of
January, 1938, By order of the Court. 3Signed,
Gustave Bach, Clerk.

"And you are also commanded to produce at the
same time and place all records, memorandum, officlal
recount return and the re-tabulations of the officlal
recount in Republican primary election contest held
in this county on September 21, 1937, for the office
of member of the Republican state committee of New
Jersey; also, original minute book of the Hudson
County Board of Elections showing the minutes of
meeting held of sald Hudson Couhty Board of Elections

on April 1, 1937."

That was served on you when?

THE WITNESS: I was called out of the recount
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right before the terminatiop of the recount, and was
heanded 1it,.

MR. OSMERS: On Friday.

THE WITNESS: Friday morning, that 1s right,

MR. YOUNG: What did you want to take up with
the other members of the Board?

THE WITNESS: On the bottom there, removing
those records from the offices

MR. YOUNG: What were those records?

THE WITNESS: The tally sheets, the minutes,
and all the paraphernalia you use in the recount,
of the Ziegener-Stoebling recount in the primary.

MR. YOUNG: So what was your meeting about?

THE WITNESS: Just to call it to their
attention about those records going out of the office,
I didn't want to take it upon myself to remove those
records without calling it to their attention.

MR. YOUNG: Did you go down in response to

this subpoena?

THE WITNESS: I did, your Honor.

MR. YOUNG: Did you appear before the Grand Jury?

THE WITNESS: I dide I was there about 4:30.
MR. YOUNG: With those records?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
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MR. YOUNG: Just what were those records?
Cen you specify them particularly?

THE WITNESS: The tally sheets used in the
recdunt in all the 200 districts, which made quite a
bundle, and the minutes of the County Board of
Elections from April 1 on.

MR. YOUNG: Any poll books?

THE WITNESS: No, sir.

MR. YOUNG: Any signature copy reglsters?

THE WITNESS: No, sir. Just only what was
used in the tally sheets.

MR. YOUNG: I suppose it was as a result of
your appearanée before the Grand Jury that all of
these people were indicted, is that so?

THE WITNESS: That I would not want to say.
Myltestimony was there,

BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ Mr. Corcoran, going back to this opinion, egain, of
Mr. Doherty. What do you say as to the manner in which this
ppinion finally got back to your office on the 31lst of
January? That would be the Monday following the Saturday that
?ou say you réceived it from Mr. Dohertye A. I received it

paturday, and I filed it in our office Monday morning first

hinge.

Q Where did you file 1t? A, With Miss Seglie.
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Q Did you give it to her? A. Yes, sir.

Q Personally? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ You are sure about that? A, Yes, sir,

Q VWould you be surprised to know that Miss Seglie said
that is not the way in which she received this letter?

A | I don't know what she said, but I handed it to her
pefsonally.

Q Here is what Miss Seglie says about this same letter,
page 170 of Miss Seglie's testimony: "“How did that letter
get in your possession?” And here is her answer: "It was
delivered to the office.

”Question: How did it get in your possession?

"Answer: Well, it was left at the window outside and the
telephone girl gave it to me."

A She was mistaken.

Q She was mistaken about it, was she? A. Yes, sir, I
walked right in the office and handed it to her,

Q "All the mail comes through the outside office. It
l1s left at the window outside.” A, That is right.

Q "8o0 she, in turn, gave it to me." Now, she is not
right if she says you gave it to her? A. It ié right for
all the mail to be delivered at the window, but I walked
into her office and handed it to her.

Q It must have been that same morning-- A, Yes,

Q Because she came here and testified on Tuesday,
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February lst. That was the day following? A, Yes,

Q@ 8So that your memory is better than hers was the
following day? A. Were you at the Committee meeting on
Tuesday in the County Board of Elections?

Q No, I was not. A. Well, I called Mr. Wiener's
attention to the fact that I had received that communication
from the County Counsel, and he asked me where was it, I
said, "I filed it with Miss Seglie." He asked me when. I
said, éYesterday morning.” '

Q .What I am trying fo get at «- A, Do you recall
that, Mr, Wiener?

Q@ Your recollection today is different than Miss
Seglle's was on the day following the receipt of that letter.
She saidshe obtained that letter from the telephone girl.

She is mistaken about that, is she?

A Yes, sir, she 1is,

Q You gave it to her personally? A. Yes, sir, Would
you let me have that sumﬁons if you are through with it?

MR, YOUNG: Certainly.
BY MR. MURRAY:

Q@ Was that letter opened when you gave it to Miss Seglie?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ Did you tell her what was in it, the contents of the
letter? A. No, I just handed it to her and said, "File

this, Alice, stamp it."

e
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Q@ Did you always find Miss Seglié had a very good or |
pretty good or pretty poor memory about things around your
office? A, 8he has got a pretty good memory. i
Q Do you think she deliberately lied when she was {
on the stand here testifying under oath?
A No, I don't think she did.
@ Are you lying now? A. No, sir.

Q Then if you are not lying now, what she said under

oath was not true, was it? A. B8he might have made a
mistake.
Q@ It wasn'!t true, was 1it? A. No, sir.

Q@ Did you ever find Miss Seglie to be a liar?
A No, sir.
Q

Did you ever find her to be in any lies pertaining to

any matters around the office? A, No, sir.

Q@ Do you know why she lied here that day when she gave

that testimony? A. 8She might have been laboring under
excitement.
MR. PALESE: The following day? .
THE WITNESé: Yes.
Q@ Are you laboring under excitement now? A. No, sir.
Q Then you are not lying? A, No, sir.
Q@ You haven't got an excuse to lie? A. No, sir,
Q At least, you haven't got that excuse, have you?
A No, sir.
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Q All right, then. On the 28th, Friday, the 28th,
was there a meeting of the County Board of Elections of
Hudson County? = A. I just stated that.

Q@ Well, I didn't hear you state 1it. A. That I re-
quested the members to come into the officewm- |

Q I didn't ask you vhat you requested the members. Was
there a meeting -- A. If you want to call it a meeting,
it is a meeting. If it 1s not a meeting it i1s not a meeting.

Q@ What do you term a meeting of the County Board of
Elections? A, When the four members get together,

Q Don't you often get together for a meal or a drink or
a talk? A, No, sir, not for a meal or a drink. I don't
drink. |

Q@ You dontt drink? A. No, sir,

Q@ Not pure agua? A, Oh, I drink water, yes, but not
the kind --

Q Don't the four members or the three other members
and yourself ever get together, the four of you?

A Not unless ==

Q@ VWeren't you ever together at any place at any time
with the other three men? A, At the recount, yes.

Q Was that a meeting? A. That was a meeting from day
to day. We closed it that day, the minutes., We had them
open all_during the recount. Evidently it must have been a

eeting, because that is where we terminated them.
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Q@ All right. After your meetings any day, and the four
of you walked out together, outside to the hall, did you have
a meeting then when the four of you were together?

A Not in the hall, no.

Q Then when the four of you got together it didn't
necessarily mean there was a meeting?

A It certainly did that day, because I requested them to
come in.

Q Who called the meeting? A. I did, to bring this
to their attention about the records going out of the office.

Q@ Who called the meeting to order?

A I don't know as there was any meeting called to order.
fhey all went in there, and I took out this, and I said,
fGentlemen, here is a matter I wish to call to your attention,”

Q@ Suppose you met the three of them on the street and
you pulled something out and you said, "Here is something I
want to call to your attention,” would you call that a
meeting? ° A. We never did it.

- Q I am not asking you if you ever did it or not. b 3 o
you did do it, would you term such an occurrence a meeting
of the Board of Elections? A. I have never done it and
would not do it.

Q I am not asking you that, Wasn't what you say you
did tantamount to the same thing? A. No, sir, because we

were in our office.
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Q You were in your office? A, Yes,

Q So the place where you do a thing makes all the
difference in the world? A, Positively.

Q 8o if there was something illegal and something wrong
in itself, you could get a place where 1t might be all right
to do it, 1s that your reasoning? A. Oh, no.

Q So just simply because the four of you might be togethe
there you would not term that & meeting of the Board?

A I asked them to come there.

Q Even if you did. If you wanted a meeting of the
Board today, and you were still secretary of that Board,
what procedure would you go through? A. Ask the
Chairman to call a meeting.

Q Did you ask the Chairman that day? A, Yes, sir,

Q Did he call a meeting? A. He said, "will you call
them in, John”"? And I called them in.

Q Did the Chairman call a meeting that day?

A He didn't., He asked me to tell them to come in. ! -
brought 1t-to his attention; he was sitting alongside of me.
Q So the Chairman did not call the meeting to order?

A I don't say whether he did, I don't say whether he
didn't.

Q Was there a meeting of the County Board of Electlons
on Friday, January 28, in the Spingarn Building, after the

termination of the recount? A. If you want to call it, I
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will say that was a meeting.

Q@ Never mind what I want. You didn't care what I
vanted when you had me put out over there illegally.

A Illegally?

Q Yes, 1llegally, and I will prove it to you in a minute
or two. You are going on illegally, you know you are, and
you are going on orders «-

MR. YOUNG: Mr., Murray, does it mﬁke much
difference?

MR, MURRAY: Yes, it makes a lot of difference.

MR. YOUNG: Whether there was a meeting of four
people 1n a room?

MR. MURRAY: It makes a lot of difference. We
have the testimony of Mr. 8cheetz and we have the
testimony of Mr. Wittreich that there wasn't any
meeting, and we have the testimony of another man that
there was a meeting, another member of the Board that
there was a meetipg and something different was done,
and ve have the testimony of this gentleman that there
was four in the room there.

THE WITNESS: That is right, they were there.

MR, MURRAY: And that he had something he wanted
to say to them, That 1s much different than 1f there
vas'a meeting.

Q Was there any resolution passed there authorizing you
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or any other member of the Board to put policemen at that
vault over there? A, ©No, sir, no resolution.

Q Was there any talk about putting policemen at the
vault? A. There was no talk about it., There might have
been. There might have been something sald about the
policemen staying there, I don't recall.

Q You are pretty well aéquainted wvith the Election Law,
I think you demonstrated that today very conclusively, and
you said that from custom years back that it was generally
in your hands to have police there at a recount, right?

A Yes,

Q Do you know where you get any such authority under the
law? A. Ve always had police there,

Q Why? A. And ve had them there on your recount.

Q@ VWhy? A. And you know it.

Q@ Why? A, Because that was always left for me to get
them there to preserve order.

Q@ That 1s right? A. Correct,

Q And that i1s the only authority that you have for the
Board to have police there to preserve order, isn't that
s0? A. To preserve order and to guard the vault,

Q@ Will you show me in this section, and I believe that
is the section that you get the authority from,- if you will

read it, please,~ you show me where that gives you or the

Board any authority to put police there to guard that vault,

1
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You can read it out loud, if you don'’t mind.
Paragraph 79, Section 30.
Isn't that your authority for having police there?

That i1s the authority.

O Pk o P»

That is the authority? A, Yes, sir,

MR. YOUNG: Read 1t out loud. I don't know it
by heart.

THE WITNESS: It i1s quite lengthy.

Q@ No, it isn't long.

A "The district board in each election district, the
county board, and the clerk thereof, the board of county
canvassers and the board of state canvassers and the Court
of Common Pleas shall, respectively, possess full power
and authority to direct the police on duty to maintain
regularity and order, and to enforce obé&ience to their lawful
commands during thelr sessions respectively; and if any
person shall refuse to obey the lawful command of any such
board, or by disorderly conduct in their hearing or presence
shall interrupt or disturb thelr proceedings, they may by
an order in writing, signed by the chairman and attested
by the clerk of such board, commit the person so offending to
the common jall of the county in which they shall have met,
for a period not exceeding three days, and .such order
shall 5e executed by any sheriff or constable to whom the

same shall be delivered; or if a sheriff or constable shall

|
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not be present or shall refuse to act, by any other person !

vho shall be deputed by such board in writing, and the
keeper of such jail shall receive the person so committed
and safely keep himfor such time as shall be mentioned in
the commitment.” i
MR, OSMERS: Mr, Corcorén, did I hear the words
there "during their sessions"?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,
MR. OSMERS: I mean, in other words, it does not
say at all times, just during their sessions?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,
MR. OSMERS: In other words, you have under
that section no authority to order police there except
when you are in session?
THE WITNESS: According to that, in regards
to the canvass.
MR. OSMERS: In other words, when you are not
meeting you have no authority:Z~
Q@ Now, that is your authority for having police there,
isn't 1t? A. According to that, yes.
Q@ And this is very specific what their duty there 1is,
to preserve order, right, during your sessions?
A Right. ‘
Q@ You knew that before, didn*t you?

A I never read that section, to be candid with you.
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Q@ I didn't ask you == A. Before I ever went on the

Board the police were always there.

Q@ You told me when I presented 1t to you, yes, that is
your authority, before you ever read it through, right?

A (No answer.)

Q At any rate, this doesn't give you personally, and it
doesn't give the Board of Electlions of Hudson County, any
authority to place armed policemen at that vault in Hudson
County? A, No.

Q@ Does 1it? A, In the opinion of County Counsel -~

Q@ I am not asking you about the opinion of the County
Counsel, I think if you read the opinion of the County
Counsel in the way it 1s written, it very plainly tells you
you had no authority to do it. Very plainly. That 1s
my opinion., A; Yes, sir, your opinion.

Q@ You are not taking my opinion, and, evidently, you
are not taking your first Assistant County Counsells
‘lopinion. But you do admit that you had no authority to

-ﬂylace police at that vault, right,” under this section of

ﬂ@he Election Law? A. There has been a precedent established

efore I went in the Board and has been maintained for years.
MR, PALESE: Please answer the questions.

That quéstion was perfectly clear and plain. We are

not interested in custom. He has read the law to you.

Do you believe it is right or do you think it is wrong?
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THE WITNESS: VI am Just trying to explain to youwf
MR, PALESE: We are not interésted.
THE WITNESS: I am trying to bring out about the
police being theré; It has been the custom ~=
MR, PALESE: We are not interested in the
custom, we are interested in the law,
Q If you will just answer my questions we will get the
real truth of why the police were there,
MR. OSMERS: Mr, Corcoran, speaking of customs,
the design of this Committee is to break up a lot
of customs, and if the law had been observed by you
and everyone else connected with the conduct of that
election there, we woﬁld not be sitting here'this
afternoon in Newark. That is why we are here, because
you have been following a lot of peculiar old customs.
I just wanted to explain the Coﬁmittee is not
interested in customs. We would like to hear you say
sometime this afternoon that you obeyed the law, not
custom.
THE WITNESS: I have obeyed the law,
MR. OSMERS: 'Only where it fitted in with custom.

Q Do you consider that you obeyed the law on Friday,

khe 28th of January, at the termination of the recount, before

you got this opinion, which you testified you got the

&olloving day? Do you believe you followed the law when you
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ﬁlaced police there, armed guards to prevent people from
getting into that vault} A. I believe I done the proper
thing by allowing those police to stay there to guard those
boxes. They are still in our custody.

Q@ Do you believe you did the legal thing? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ Well, where did you get your authority from to do 1it?

A As I said before, from custom before I ever went in
the Board, the police being there at all times guarding the
boxes,
BY MR. PALESE:

Q Now, Mr, Corcoran, please, Now, was that custom the
law or you did it because it was the custom there?

A I doné 1t because it was the custom.

Q Did you look up the law to see whether or not the
custom which has been going on in Jersey City --

A No, sir.

Q (Continuing)-- was the law? A, I did not.

Q@ Why didn't you look it up? A. I didn't think it
was necessary. They were there before I went in the Board,

Q@ Is that the way you conduct your office of the County
Poard of Elections, by customs? A, No, sir,

MR. YOUNG: You know how it works out: they get

a legal opinion when they are asked to do something

they don?'t want to do, and they don't get a legal

opinion when they want to do something they shouldn't
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do.

Q I am very much interested in this opinion of Mr,

Doherty!s. Either you are vefy, very much mistaken about
it or Miss Seglie 1is very, very much mistaken, and I make

a lot of emphasis on 1t ==

A Yes, sir,

Q We have the testimony here of Miss Seglie under oath
the day after this letter 1s supposed to have been written,
that this letter was in her possession on Saturday, January 29,
Now, 1s that correct? A. It was incorrect, because I only
received it late in the afternoon, and.ﬂiss Seglie had closed
the office around twelve-thirty or one ofclock Saturday, and
I could not file it Saturday. It was filed and it was dated
on the back of that by the time-clock when it was received
Fhere, and she punched it right away. |

Q@ You are testifying to an incident that happened on
January 297% A. That 1is Saturday.

Q And Miss Seglie testified about the same incident
about three days aftermards, and you say that your recollection
Ef_what happeﬁed concerning this letter 1s better than Miss
beglie's was two or three days afterwards?

A I also gave that same testimony to Mr. Wiener when the
Committee met in our office, that 1t was filed yesterday

orning, To Mr. Wiener,

Q I want to read to you what Miss Seglie sald to you about
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this letter. A, You did read it.

Q This 1s some more. When she presented that letter or

the opinion at the hearing which we held on Tuesday, February
1lst, here is what she says: the question was, "On Saturday
you gave us your reason for refusing to open the vault,
simply contrary instructions by Mr. Stoebling, and made no
mention of this," -- referring to the letter. She says,
"No," because we were there on Saturday and she made no
mention of this letter.

A BShe didn't receive it.

Q Then I asked her this question: "Did you have that
letter in your posse;sion Saturday morning when you were in
your office?® And what do you suppose her answver was?

A I couldn't say.

Q Here is what her answer wasjyIn the afternoon? Yes,
sure.ﬁ She had that letter in her possession Saturday
afternoon. The other question was, "Where was the letter
at that time?" Her answer was, "In the office.”™ 8o that
either you afe very much mistaken or she was very much mistaken.,
The next question was, "Where?" And her answer, she says,
"In my files.” And the question was, "Had you read 1té"

And her answer was, "Yes, I read it and I just laid it aside.
Between all the excitement, I just put it on the desk there,

and yesterday when I came out I picked up those two subpoenaes

I brought down with me, and I picked up that envelope and left.
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"Question: Where did you leave the letter after you
ﬁreceived it? Answer: On my desk." Now, there 1s surely

a great deal of difference between your testimony here today
respecting a very, very important piece of paper, as to
wvhether Miss Seglie had that in her possession on S8aturday,
January 29, or whether you had it in your possession on
Saturday and Sunday and left it in the office on Monday?

A I did, and it would be stamped on the back when
recelved.,

Q I am not interested in the stamp, I am interested in
vhere 1t was on Saturday afternoon. A. In my possession
wvhen Mr. Doherty gave it to me, and Sunday it was 1in my
possession, and Monday I gave it to her to file and she 1s
supposed to stamp it; and gentlemen, you will see the stamp
if you get 1it.

Q I cannot reconcile your testimony here today with
this letter, because here it is almost a month after the
incident and Miss Seglie's testimony was two days afterwards.

A Mine was two days after also when Mr. Wilener asked me
on Tuesday 1n Jersey City in the Commissioner's office,

MR. OSMERS: Mr. Chairman, there are so many
differences of testimony between what Mr. Corcoran
1s testifying and what Miss Seglie has testified on
a previous occasion, that I think 1t would be better

to have Mr. Corcoran come back here Monday morning at
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ten ofclock when we will continue with the investiga-
tion.

-MR. YOUNG: Do;you want to adjourn now?

MR. OSMERS: I would like to suggest that we
adjourn now and come back on Monday morning and

have Mr. Corcoran back at that time, and we will have

an opportunity to go over his testimony in the meantime

THE WITNESS: I would like to be excused.
(Discussion off the record.)
MR. YOUNG: Let us have a recess for ten minutes,
(At this time a recess of ten minutes was taken. )
BY MR. WIEﬁER:
Q Now; Mr, Corcoran, this opinion that you received
was dated January 29, 19387 A. Yes; sir,
Q@ You say that was delivered to you? A. Yes, sir,
Q By mail or by messenger? A. Mr. Doherty himself
personally. |
Q And he brought 1t to you when? A, Saturday after-
noon.
Q@ Saturday afternoon? A, Yes, sir,
Q And you testifiled thaf you had 1t in your possession
until Monday? - A. Morning.
Q At what time? A. Until the office opened, and I
brought it up the very first thing. It must have been nine

or a little after nine when I got there, I ain't sure just
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about the hour, but as soon as I got there I brought it in

Q

right.

Q

and gave it to Miss Seglie, And 1f you will get that

original you will see the stamp right on the back of 1it.

to listen very carefully, because we want to be sure of the

Lteps that we take as a result of what you tell us today. On
page 173 of Volume 3 of the testimony, taken on February lst,
19%8, that was Tuesday; that was one day after you turned that

letter over to Miss Seglie, A. Yes, sir., February lst,

MR. PALESE: Why do you insist on saying that?
We want the testimony what that letter shows. There
is a difference. We have the letter and we noted
the stamp on 1it.

THE WITNESS: Well, you will see it there,

MR. PALESE: It couldn't be stamped 1f it was
in Miss‘Seglie's possession, could it?

THE WITNESS: ‘Just a moment, please, She
generally stamps them as she recelves them,

MR, PALESE: If it was in her possession.Saturday
it couldn't be stamped as you say?

THE WITNESS: No. I didn't give it to her until
Monday morning.

Now, I want to read some testimony to you. I want you

Question by Mr. Palese to Miss Seglie, "Did you have
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that letter in your possession Saturday morning when you were
in your office? Answer: In the afternooné Yes, sure,

Question: Where was the letter at that time? Answer: I
the office.

"Question: Where? Apswer: In my files.

"Question: Had you read it? Answer: Yes, I read it and
I just laid it aside. Between all the excitement, I just put
it on the desk there, and yesterday” -- meaning January 31,
Monday -~ "when I came out I picked up those two subpoenaes
I brought down with me, and I picked up that envelope and
left."” -
Now, Miss Seglie clearly states that this letter was
in her possession on Saturday afternoon, January 29, 1938.
Is her testimony true or untrue? A, TUntrue,
Q As a matter of fact; you didn't have any discussion
with her concerning this letter or you didnt't furn this
letter over to her until Monday? A, Right., How could I?
I didn't receive it until five ot'clock.

MR. PALESE: You have answered the question,

He asked you whether you did or not, and you could
have said "No."

Q In order to make doubly sure that you remember clearly,

did you have any conversation with Miss Seglie at the time

1

L

. ¥ou turned this letter over to her? A. I said, "Here, Alice,

l£11e this.”
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Q@ Did you state what 1t wasé A, I don't recall
whether I stated that or not. I couldnt't say for sure.

Q@ And you are absolutely certain that it was not until
Monday morning, January 31, 1938, that you turned this over?

A Positive,

Q Now, this letter -was addressed to the Hudson County
Board of Elections, 591 Summit.Avenue, Jersey Clty, New Jeréey,
attention of.secretary. A. Well, I stated before I
thought 1n the original that it was addressed to me,

Q All right. A, If my memory serves me right.
BY MR. OSMERS:

Q@ Would that have affected your activities, Mr. Corcoran?
You have made considerable point about your name appearing,
you thought, in the original document. Would that make any
difference in what you didé

A No.

Q@ Then what 1s the use of making that point? A. He
has called it to my attention just now.

Q@ Called what to your attention? | A. About the letter
to me,

Q@ What difference does it makeé You were goling to put
the police there whether it was addressed to somebody else,
as 1t was.

MR. PALESE: Mr. Corcoran, do you get the

significance of Mr. Osmers! Qquestion? Did it make any
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difference to you whether that letter says, "Dear Mr,
Corcoran, you do this and that,” or as the letter was
addressed, to the County Board of Elections, in what you were
going to do with the ballot boxes?
THE WITNESS: Well, I requested it from the
County Counsel,

Q@ You didn't request individual advice; you requested
advice as secretary of the Board? A. I asked him to give
me an opinion where I stood im regards to the ballots.

MR. OSMERS: He didn't give you that, though;
he gave an opinion, as he should, to the Board of
Elections.
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q Why did you want an opinion as to where you stoodé
A Because of what was transpiring there Saturday when
Miss Seglie refused to open the vault.
Q VWhat particularly transpired, the police were ordered
~ [to stay there by you before Miss Seglie refused to open the
vault; the opinion was requested by you before Miss Seglie
'#efused to open the vault -=~ A, Oh, no. I beg your
jpardon. It was not requested until the afternoon of Saturday
afternoon. She refused to open the vault Saturday morning.

Q The police were there already? A. They were there,

told them to stay there until I got an opinion.

Q Did the police want to go away at the end of the recoun
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A No, they didn't say whether they wanted to go away or
not.

Q Did they come to you for instructions? A, Mr,
Antonaccl did.

Q@ I thought you said this mofning you spoke to
Inspector Neary? A. Inspector Neary and Antonaccl.,

Q@ What about Chief Closseyé A. No.

Q@ Was he there? A. No; sir.

Q@ Do you know him? A. I know him, yes, sir.

Q What police is he connected with? A, Chief of
the Boulevard Police.

Q@ What 1is Inspector Neary? A, He 1s of the County
Police.

Q@ Didn't you say sometime ago you didn't know what
police force was on duty when you ordered them to stay thereé

A I knew that Inspector Neary and Inspector Antonacci
was the County Police,

Q@ You knew that? A, I said that in my testimony.
But who the patrolmen were, I don't know whether they were

Boulevard or not; I never questioned them.

BY MR. MURRAY:
Q@ Oh, you knew there were Boulevard and County Police

there? A, I didn't know, to be candid with you, whether

they were Boulevard or County. I thought they were all

County.
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Q During the recount you didn't know there were some
Boulevard police? A, I never questioned them.

Q VWere you there at the recount when there was a great
big fellow that weighed over 260 pounds, put a small fellow
out during the recount, at your direction, illegally, from
that section that you read? A. I ordered the policeman
to remove a man that created the disturbance out among the
spectators when we were 1ln the recount.

Q@ Did you know who he was? A, I didn't at the time,
no, sir.

Q@ That was the first one that happened to say something
at the recount, wasnt't it? Was that the first what you
call a disturbance? A. I don't know.

Q There were a few disturbances after that, right, as
you term them, at the recount? A. There was only two.

Q Only two? A, That is all, I think.

Q Did'yoﬁ know the second one that caused a disturbancef

A No, sir, I didn't know anyone. I didn't know whether
it was you or anyone else, I didn't look up. I just ordered
the policeﬁan to remove the man that 1s creating the
disturbance.

Q@ Do you know whether the party refused or resisted and
didn't want to go? A. No, I don't know.

Q You know Chief Dolan of the Hudson County Police?

A Yes, sir,
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Q You know Chief Clossey of the Boulevard Police?
A Yes, sir.,
Q And you don't know this big policeman that was there
that weighed over 200 pounds? A. I never sav him,
Q Did you know the policeman that shoved me out of
there one dayf A. No.
Q@ You didn't know him? A, I didn't know who the
policeman you are referring to.

MR. MURRAY: Well, I will get his name. HoveverJ
I would like to get something on this, Mr. Chairman;
aﬁd I would request that Mr., Corcoran be kept under
subpoena and come back here next week whatever day you
are golng to sit.

MR. YOUNG: Well, we will ask you to come
back on Monday, Mr.VCorcoran, at ten ofclock in the
morning.

THE WITNESS: Is this adjourned?

MR. MURRAY: I am for today. I would like him to
come back next week.

MR, YOUNG: Do you want Miss Seglie this
afternoon?

MR, MURRAY: Yes,

MR. YOUNG: No. Are you through with Mr. Corcoran?

?
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ALICE SEGLIE FILA, recalled.
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:
Q Miss Seglie, you heard Mr, Corcoran's testimonyé
A I did, Mr. Wiener.
Q@ And you heard--
MR. DOHERTY: May I have it noted on the record
that I am also appearing for Miss Seglie,
MR, WIENER: Personally?

MR, DOHERTY: Personally.

MR. YOUNG: You are already on the record.

MR. PALESE: All’ I am worried about 1s your pay.j
MR, DOHERTY: I will have to worry about that.
Q Miss Seglie, did you recelve at your office a copy
of a letter from the Law Department of the County of Hudson,
dated January 29 and addressed to the Hudson County Board of
Elections, attention of the secretary? A. Yes, I believe
I 4i4d.
Q I believe it 1s Exhiblit 2 in the previous minutes,
And i1s that a copy of the letter (showing paper to vitness)é
A I think it 1is, yes.
Q When did you receive that letteré “A. As I remember,
I think I received it on Saturday -~
Q@ Not as you remember. This is very important.
A Well, as I remember it I recelved it on Saturday.

Q Where? A. At the office. In my office.
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Q From who? A, I think I got it through the girl
at the desk. You see, that morning with all that confusion
and excitement golng on-~ Yyou were there you remember--
there was so much of the other mall and everything else coming
in, and it is the usual custom for the girl at the telephone
to take the mall and stamp it and hand it over to me, and I
think thatcame in the same way. I might be mistaken, but
that 1s the way I remember 1it.

Q Did Mr. Doherty hand it to you at that time?

A No.

Q@ Had you seen him around? A. Who?

Q Mr, Dohertyé A, No., I didn't see Mr. Doherty
until Saturday afternoon when I went out of the bulilding and
the Committee was coming up into the building, and when they
asked me to go upstairs we stood there for a while, and the
first I saw Mr, Doherty was then,

Q@ Did you see Mr, Doherty in the office of the Board of
lections on Monday, Monday morning? A. Monday? Let us
ee, Not in my office; I don't think so.

Q@ Did you see him around the building at allé

A Not that I remember,

Q@ That is the time Mr. Corcoran claims that Mr. Doherty

came into his office personally on Monday morning and handed

him this letter. A. Mr, Corcoran, as you know, his office

Mis in the back in the recount room. I am in the front officeg
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and I would not see him if he was there, anyway.

Q@ You had that letter in your possession on Saturday
afternoon? A, As I remember, I think I did.

Q@ And you read that letter when it was given to you?

A Yes, I read it over quickly and I threw it on the desk.

Q@ Did you have any conversation with anybody concerning
the letter? A. No.

Q@ VWhy noté A, As I sald before, between people around
there and the exclitement going on, I think I just threw it
on the desk.

Q You were 1in charge §f the office. Wasn't this letter
important to youé A, It was important, but there was
nothing that came up -=-

Q@ Did you call up Mr, Stoebling's home about the letter?

A No, I d4id not.

Q@ Did you talk with counselar Mr. Miller about this
1etter".’ A. No, I did not.

Q Well; what did.you intend to do about the letter?

A I just received it and I filed it. I was going to
keep it as a matter of record.

Q Wasn't your action based on what you had read in the
letteré By "action” I mean your refusal to open the vault?

A No; The reason I refused to open the vault was on

account of the orders I got through Mr. Stoebling.

Q@ ©Now, what have you to say about Mr. Corcoran's statemenF
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Jthat he personally handed this letter to you on January 31,
1938, and asked you to file 1t? A. The only thing I could
say 1s, as I remember, it came through the mail.
Q@ Which statement do you think is true?
A Well, I know I am not lying. I might be mistaken.
Q@ You say Mr. Corcoran is not telling the truth?
A I wouldn't say that.
Q@ VWell, one of you is not telling the truth,
A One of us might be mistaken. But I know I am not
lying intentionally.
Q@ Well, it is a very important thing to be mistaken on,
particularly‘when it happened on the day when you say you
refused to open the vault for the Committee.
A I still say in the excitement, I might be wrong, but I
certainly don't intend to lie about anything. I honestly
Eeel I am telling you the truth. As I remember, I think it
was Saturday.
Q Was I in the office when that letter came iné
A I don't remember who was around. You know the way
#hat office was all Saturday morning; it was one call after
another, and people coming in, and mail coming in.

Q You got it Saturday afternooné A. I don't just
remember what time I got 1it.

Q@ You stated very clearly in your testimony on February 1,

1938, which was the next day after Mr. Corcoran claims you
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recelived it, or three days after.you admit you received 1it,
that you received this letter on Saturday afternoon. Now,
you did not put any qualifications as to the time that you
received it in your testimony at that time.

A I don't remember just what time I got it.

Q@ Would you say that ybu were lying on February lst?

A Positively not. I didn't 1lie then and I am not lying
now. |

Q@ Then your testimony, in answer to a questlon by Mr.
Palese, found on page 173 of Volume 3, "Did you have that
letter in your possession Saturday morning when you were
in your office? Anéver: In the afternoon? Yés; sure,
| fQuestion: Where was'the letter at that timef Answer: In
the office.

"Question: Where? Answer: In my files." ©Now, you
remember clearly filing that letter. A. Not 1n the flles.
I just filed it -~ I generally keep a basket on my desk and
as mall comes in I open it yp and read it, and if it doesn't
have to be answered right away --

Q You mean in the desk file? A, In the file basket,

Q@ You remember reading it quickly and throwing it in
that basket? A, That I remember, yes.

Q@ Was that before or after you left the building to go

to Mr. Stoebling's apartment? A. I don't remember just when

I got that letter.
[ 2
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BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ Miss Seglie, did you get it before or after you were
asked questions 1n your office on January 29? You can ansvern
that, can't you? Did you have the letter in your possession
wvhen we were asking you qQquestions in your office on Saturday,
January 29?2 A. I think I bad. I am pretty sure I did.

Q@ You say you think you had? A. As I remember, I
think I had.

Q You had it when we were asking you questions?

A I didn't have 1t in my possession.

Q But had i1t been delivered to you or did you have
knowledge of the existence of that letter when we were asking
you questions 1n your office or the office of the Commissionenr
on that Saturdayf A, As I say, I think I got it in the
morning and I just read it over quickly. I didn't remember
the contents. I just threw it there,

Q Then you must have had it in your possession or knew
of 1ts contents when we were there? A. I suppose I did.

Q Well, now, you know whether or not that letter was
in your posseésion or whether it was ndt in your possession at
that particular time? A, I don't know,. The only thing
I can say that between all the excitement -- Mr, Wiener knows
he was there -- 1t was one person coming in, another one going
out; I don't just remember everything that happened that

morning.
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Q I appreclate that; but you did not seem to be excited
when we were there in the afternoon, and you said the reason
you would not open the vault was because you didn't have
orders from Mr, Stoebling? A, That 1s right.

Q@ Why didn't you tell us then that there was a letter
also, given by Mr, Doherty, am to what was to be done with
that vault? A. Well, you peopleasked me why I would not
open the vault, and I told you that Mr. Stoebling, through
Mrs, Stoebling, told me that under no circumstances should I
let that vault be opened.

Q And yet you had the letter there and knew about it and

said nothing about ité A. Regardless of the letter, I don!t
remember, but the reason I would not open the vault was on
account of the orders I got from Mr, Stoebling.

BY MR. OSMERS:

Q Miss Seglie, Mr, Corcoran didn't hand you the letter,
did he? A, As I remember, 1t came through the telephone
girl the same as the other mail came. See, that wasn't the
only mail I got that'day. I don't Just remember now,

Q It has been testified this letter was not mailed.

A No, it was not malled. If T remember right, it was
not even sealed.

Q@ You have heard your testimony of February lst read
here about six or eight times this afternoon. A, Yes,

Q That was within about forty-eight hours of the time that
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81l these things happened? A, Yes,

Q You would absolutely rely on your memory at that time,
wouldn't you? A, As I say; I might have been mistaken.
BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ Do you suffer from lapses of memory? A. 'No.

Q@ Would your mind be clear on a matter, say seventy-two
hours after it happened? A, As a rule, yes,

Q@ Do you remember, for example, what happened on.
Wednesday, this last Wednesday? A, I think I do.

Q If you received a letter of this type last Wednesday
Lnd read it, even hurriedly, would you today, Friday, remember
having received i1t on Wednesday? A, As a rule, I do, but
I might have had other things on my mind and got mixed up on
it,

Q@ But you, approximately, seventy-two hours after receiv-
fng this letter, came here and testified that you had received
that letter on Saturday afternoon and you had filed it?

A I laid it on the desk.

Q@ Laid it in the bésket, as you will have it?

A Yes,

Q Now, 1s there any reason vhy your memory cannot be
rellied upon as to that time? A. No. The only :réason is -
Q@  You certainly would remember if Mr. Corcoran handed it
to you personally, would you not? A. I imagine I would.

Q@ Would you remember today if he handed it to you personall
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A I imagine I would.

Q@ VWould you remember today 1f he handed it to you
personally? A. It is according. I told you before,
between all the excitement I might have gotten mixed up.

Q@ But on that day, February lst, you would have remembered

whether or not he had handed i1t to you personally?

A  Pebruary 1lst. That was the Tuesday I was here?

Q Yes, seventy-two hours later, Why is it, in the
beginning of your textimony today you were sure Mr, Corcoran
did not hand the letter to you, and now you are becoming
shaky about 1t? A, I am not—becoming shaky about 1it.

Q When you testifled here -- A, As I said, I got all
this other mail, everything else we had, and I don't remembér
whether it was handed to me or whether it came through the
girl outsidé vith the other mail.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ That would be on Saturday, whether 1t was in the mail
or wvhether 1t was handed to you or what methods mggzgeen used
to deliver that letter to you, you say 1t was on Saturday?

A T think it was,

Q@ Would it be stamped on SBaturday if 1t 1s true that you
received 1t on Saturday? A It shoﬁld be stamped.

Q What stamp do you think is on the letter? A, To

tell you the truth, I don't know.

Q@ From your recollection it was received on Saturday.
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Would it be stamped on Saturday, January 29? A. It should
have been, but that morning whatever mail and everything else
that came in that morning =--

MR..OSMERS: May I interrupt you? You testified
on the first of February that you received this
letter in the afternoon of that Saturday, and I think
1t would be in the interest of brevity if you will
stop telling the Committee about the confusion in the
morning, because you recelved 1t in the afterhoon,
according to the . testimony.

THE WITNESS: Whenever I received 1t, I don't
think I even stamped it right éway. I think I read
it over in a hurry and laid it there;

BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ Do you know? A. No, I don't remember when I stamped
it. |

Q Are you‘certain as to whether or not you stamped 1t?
A Yes, 1t was stamped, but whether I>stamped it that
Saturday or whether I stamped it .the following Monday, I don't
remember,

Q@ But the one thing you are certain of 1s that you re-
ceilved it on Saturday and that Mr. Corcoran did not hand you
this letter, 1s that right? A. As I remember, 1t came

through the regular way, but whether it was stamped that day

or not, I don't know, because everything I got in that
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Saturday, with my fegular work and all, Just lay aside. You
\

were there, Mr, Wiener. So wvhen I opened that maill up

yonday, whether that letter was in with it or not, I don't

remember whether I stampe¢ it or not.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ Do you remember seeing Mr, Corcoran on Monday?

A Monday morning?

Q Yes. A, Yes, he was around, I think, all day.

Q What time did he come in the office? A, I don't
now Just what time he came in. Sometimes he goes back in
he Commissioners' room.

Q After you came in Monday, and if the letter was handed
to you or came to you through the maill, did you talk to Mr.
Corcoran concerning that letter? A. No, I d4id not.

Q Did Mr, Corcoran, to your knowledge, see that letter
bn Monday, January 31?7 A. I didn't talk to him about it,
unless he saw it on my desk. I don't know.

Q Did you hand it to him or discuss that letter with him
on Monday, January 317 A. No.

Q@ So that the only way he could have had any knowledge
concerning that letter was to have picked it up off your
desk? A, He wouldn't have to pick 1t up. He could come in
tthe office and see it there.

Q@ Now, where was the letter when you got 1t on Tuesday

morning when you came here to testify? A. Where was the
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letter on Tuesday morning?

i ' Q Yes. A. In my pocketbook.

Q VWhere did you get it to put it 1in your pocketbook?
A Monday afternoon I was served with a subpoena to go
i down to Trenton, and on my desk I had the subpoena that Mr.

Wiener gave me Saturday afternoon, so I put them together,

and this letter was right on the desk there with 1it.
Q Did you put it in your pocketbook then?
A No, I picked up the two subpoenaes with the letter, and
I used this envelope that this letter came from the County

Counsel. I put the three things in together in a hurry and

threw them in my bag and left for Trenton.

Q Then you say you got this letter sometime Saturday
and you put it in the flle sometime Saturday --

A Not in the file, in the basket.

Q@ And when you came back Monday was it in the same place
where you had put it on Saturday? A, As I get in in
the morning I take my file basket out and 1 lay the things
on the désk.

Q Was it in the same place you had put it on Saturday?

A No, I lock my work away on Saturday.

Q@ You put it in the basket? A. Yes, on top of the
basket.

Q Then you file your basket away in the safe?

A I locked the basket up.
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Q That letter was in that basket? A, Yes, sir,

Q Wﬁen you came back Monday morning you again saw that
letter in the basket? A, I must have taken the letter out
in oréer to get to the work in the basket.

Q Did it remain on your desk all day until you picked
it up to put it in your pocketbook to come to Trenton?

A It must have,

Q@ During that day, did you see Mr. Corcoran reading

the letter? Did you tell him about that letter?

A No, I didn't see him,
Q On Tuesday morning when you came here with that letter,
did you talk to Mr. Corcoran about that letter before you came
here? A. No.

Q VWhen was the first time that you said anything to Mr.
JCorcoran about tﬁe contents of that letter? A. I never
sald anything to Mr. Corcoran about it.

Q Well, what happened to the letter after Tuesday ﬁorning?
You left it here? A, Right here.

Q So that Mr., Corcoran, so far as you know, has never
{seen that letter? 8o far as you know?

A I never showed it to him.

Q@ Did Mr. Corcoran ever say anything to you about that
ﬂetter? A. No.

Q Has he said anything to you up until today about that

ﬁ%etter? A, No.
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Q You would say today that from the information you
have, Mr. Corcoran, if it was delivered to you on Saturday,
never saw that letter? A, Not through me.
Q@ And he never sald anything to you about it?
A  No.

MR. YOUNG: Will you come back Monday?

THE WITNESS: Whatever you want,
BY MR, WIENER:
Q Miss Seglie, who signs the payroll for the Commissioner
pf Registrations! office? A. You mean while Mr. Stoebling
is 11172
Q Yes. A. I do.
Q@ You sign it? A, Yes, sir.
Q How long have you been signing 1t? A, Let us see,
He took sick the end of January. I signed two payrolls for
the month of February and I think the last half of January
I signed.
Q Two for February and one for January? A, Whenever
he was not able to sign them, I signed them. I might have
even signed the one before that, because he had been sick on
Pnd off before that time, and if he did not come in at the time

#hat the payroll had to get in, he always told me to sign it.

Q Did you sign the payroll for March lst? A, March 1

to 157

(2

Q@ No, the 15th to 28th of February. A.You mean 16th to
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the 28th of February? Yes, I signed it.

Q Did you put your initials under his name?

A Yes, I generally do.

Q@ Did you put your initlals under his name last time?
A I think I did. I generally just write the name 1n a
hurry and I put a small "AS" at the bottom of 1it.

Q Did you consult him as to this payroll?

A VWhich payroll?

Q This one between the 16th and the 28th? A. No.

Q Didn't consult him at all? A, No, sir.

Q@ Did you make the change on this payroll without his
permission? A, What change?

Q You know what change. A. You mean the change of the
name?

Q Yoﬁ make up the payroll. Don't you know the change
there? A, Yes.

Q@ Did you meke that change without his permission?

A No. It was about the last week in January, I think it

" lwas around the 22nd or 23rd, Mr. Stoebling told me to take
:;out the name of Marjorie Stoebling and put Carl Stoebling

i her place.

Q Did he tell you why? A, No, there 1s no reason why

'fe whould tell me why he changes a name,
:5 Q@ This Marjorie Stoebling, what did she do 1n your office

A She must have been out in one of the other departments.,
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Q As a matter of fact, she never was in any department,
was she? Did you ever give her any instructions?
A I dont't give instructions to the girls outside.
MR. YOUNG: Under whose department was she?
THE WITNESS: I don't know whether she was in Mr,
Gumaer's department as an investigator or whether she

was ocut in Spitznagle!s department.

Q@ How long i1s it since you have seen Mrs. Stoebling?

A It is quite é while since I have seen her,

Q Who used to pick up her check on the 16th, the first
or 15th? A, 8Sometimes her husband did.

Q When was the last time you saw her around that office?

A Quite a while, I guess,

Q How many months: two months, three months, four monthsg?

) 4 | Abovi thet T svess.
MR. YOUNG: About what, four months?

THE WITNESS: About four or five months.

Q@ That is the last time you saw her? A, Yes,

Q How many other people are there in your department,
or, that is, in Mr, Stoebling's department that you have not
seen in five months?

A VWell, you see --

Q Answer the question. A. Wait until I explain the wab

is. There are some of the clerks that we use as

nvestigators --
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Q Let me interrupt you. Do you have a time-sheet in your
office? A. For the people that work inside, yes,
Q And what classification 4id Mrs, Stoebling have?
A They are all classified as temporary clerks.
Q Did she sign a time-sheet? A. No.
Q Was she 111, to your knowledge? Was she sick for thos
five months? A, If she was working with the investigating
department --
Q@ Do you know Mr, Spitznagle? A, Of course;

Do you know Mr. Gumaer? A, Yes,

Do you know Mr, Toohey? A, Yes.,

Do you know Mrs, Wicks? A. Never heard of her.

Q
Q
Q
Q@ Do you know Mrs., Worcester? A. Yes, I do.
Q VWhen was the last time you saw Mrs. Worcester?
A Mrs, Worcester? I saw her --
Q Yesterday? A, I saw her yesterday, yes.
Q When was the last time you saw the other people I
mentioned? A, 8ome of the people I wouldn'’t see ==
Q@ Answer my question. A. Which other people?
Q Mr, Gumaer and Mr. Spitznagle. A. I saw them all
yesterday. They work inside,

Q But you haven'!t seen Mrs, Stoebling for five months,

pnd you, the lady who makes up the payfoll and admittedly take
charge of this office while Mr. Stoebling is out, you don't

even have to ask Mr. Stoebling if the payroll is 0.K., - you

s
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haven't since he has been 111, as you say, - don't know the
duties of Mrs, Stoebling, Jr., if you want to have it that
vay, do you? A. I think she is working as an investigator
on the outside.

Q Is she working now? A. She is not on the payroll
now.
Q@ Did you ever see any reports she turned in?
A I wouldn't have occasion to see them. The department
heads take care of that,
Q Do you know of any other person who has been avay from
the office for five months the way she has?
A No. I didn't say ==
Q@ As a matter of fact, she is on the payroll convenientlﬂ,

isn't she? A. I didn't say she was away, I just said I

hadn't seen her. Whether she reported every day or every other

day or whatever time -

Q@ You know she is one of the many on this padded payroll,
jdon't you? A. I wouldn't say that. .

Q@ There are a number of them you don't see for months?

A The investigators I hardly ever see unless they come
D to see me for something special.

Q@ VWhat do they do? A. They work in Monty Gumaer's

rtment. He assigns these investigations they have to

e care of and they report to him.

' Q@ They report to him every morning and afternoon? A. I
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jdon't know whether it is morning or afternoon, but they do

report to him,

Q@ Mr, Stoebling has been out of the office since some
time in November, and you are in charge of the office, you
are taking Mr, Stoebling'!s place, although not officially
his deputy, and you supervise for him, and if anything went
wrong it would certainly be your responsibility, wouldn't
¢ |it? If Mr. Gumaer didn't show up for two months and his
department went to smash, you would be concerned about it,
wouldn't you? A. Yes,

Q@ You wouldn't stand by and let Mr. Gumaer's department

go to smash, would you? A. No.

Q@ You would assign one of the other men in the department

to take up where Mr. Gumaer left off, is that right?

A Well, if Mr. Gumaer happened to be out or something,

I would consult with Mr. Stoebling. !

Q@ You would consult when with Stoebling? A, If that
had happened.
J

Q@ Would you have been able to consult with him?

A Not lately. |

Q@ If you were not able to consult with him you would

\lhave taken it upon your responsibility to see that Mr. Gwmaer'g

ﬁ epartment was run properly, is that right?
!

A Well, it has never happened.

. Q@ Well -- I am going to all you Alice -- I know you welF
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enough to know that you are not as dumb as you are pretending
to be. You know evérything that goes on there as well as I
do. -
A Most éverything.
Q@ These other names I have on this payroll could be read
to you and they would havé the same repercussion that Mrs,
Stoebling!s name has had, and you know 1it.

MR. PALESE: Do I understand that this payroll
on which this name appears is the payroll that Miss
Seglie has signed?

MR. WIENER: Yes.

MR. PALESE: 8o that they could be paid, is that
right?

MR. WIEﬁER: Certainly.
BY MR. PALESE:
Q@ Where do you get the information, Miss Seglie, if you
haven't seen this person for five months? Where do you get
the information as to whether or not that person may have
worked in some other department? A, Well, it is up to the
pepartment heads to tell me if people don't show in.
Q@ Did any other department head within the last five

honths tell you that this person was working in their depart-

=

iment ? A, They didn't tell me, but I take it for granted

~ [that they keep working. Otherwise, the department heads

would tell me.
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Q And you certify to a payroll which you don't know

whether or not those individuals are working?
A VWell, they should be working, otherwise I would be told
about it. ‘
Q Dont!t you make any 1nquiry* If you assume the |
responsibility of certifying to that payroll, don't you try

to find out whether or not John Jones or Bill Smith are

working that month or that week? A, I depend on the
department heads to tell me anything different.

Q What department is this individual assigned to?

A I think she was with Monty Gumaer's department.

Q Have you at any time within the past five months
talked to Monty Gumaer or anyone in his department to find
out whether or not this individual has been working for Jerseyi
bity? A. No, because if she had not been working he would | |
tell me. !
Q That is all you take for granted, that some other persoL
is going to tell you something and you certify to a payroll.
How many people are there on that payroll? How many are
there on that payroll that you certify to?

MR. WIENER: More than 200. |
THE WITNESS: No.

MR. WIENER: About 180.

THE WITNESS: About 160.

160 employees, and you don't know any more about
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wvhether they are working than I do? A. I do know they
are working. I don't go around every day checking everybody
up, but I do know if they didn't report in these department
heads would tell me about it.
| MR, WIENER: You know that is not true,
Q@ You hadn't seen this person for five months?
A I hadn't seen her.
Q@ But you have been certifying, during the absence of
Mr., Stoebling, to an individual that you have not seen there
for five months, so that person could be paid each month;

MR, YOUNG: Do they have to sign the payroll
vhen they get their checks?

THE WITNESS: Yes, unless they are 1ill or
something.

; Q@ Did you ever see this person ever sign the payroll

80 that they could get the check, in the past five months?
A In the last four or five months I think her husband
signed for her,

MR. YOUNG: Now, there has been a change in the
payroll and her husband!s name has taken her place.
On whose orders was that done?

THE WITNESS: On Mr. Stoebling's.

MR. YOUNG: What did he do and when did he do it?

THE WITNESS: Around the 22nd, I think it was, of

January, Mr. Stoebling at that time -- I don't know
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vhether he was in the office -~ sometimes I would
go to his home and talk about the work -~ and he saild
I should make the change. 8o it happens that the
payroil always goes in about seven days before payday,
so I told him at the time, I saild, "Well, it is too
late on this payroll to make the change.* I said,
"Do you want me to let it ride over until the next onea“
He says, “Yes.;V Sa‘the next period was from |
February 1lst to 15th. So I drew up the usual form
letter making the change.
Q@ Did that person or do you have any knowledge of that
person working since February 1sté A, Yes; I have seen
him, I think, every day. |
BY MR, WIENER:
Q@ You see him every day and he has taken the place of his
wife on the payroll? A, Yes.
Q Is that right? A, Yes,
Q@ How long was she in your office? How many years
lhas she been on the payroll? A, I don't remember offhand.
Q@ Since theyhave been married, is that righté
A I don't know when they were married.
Q Well, approximately how many years had Mrs, Stoebling,
Jr. been on the payrollé A. I would say about two years, I
ohto.

Q@ Three years? A. I think two.

| ———— e — e e ———— e
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Q What department 1s her husband assigned to now?
THE WITNESS: He is in the Investigating

Department.
Q The same job she had, the same classification?
A I don't know whether it is the same territory.
Q The same department headé A, Yes.
BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q Who certifies to tpe correctness of the payroll?
A VWhat correctness?
Q I mean the amounts. How do you know that the amounts
are right certified to the Treasurer?
A The amounts are always the same; 1t is an annual
salary.
Q@ How is Charlie? A, I don't know,
‘Q And you are running the office without good old
Chgrlief A, I tried to run it as best as I could.
Q Hasn't anybody complained about a raise in the office?
A No.
Q@ All satisfied at receiving their check? A. I
imagine so,
Q What employees sign the payroll, everyone of them?
Lure about that, now? A. Yes, unless they are sick or
something.
Q Who signs for them when they are sick? A. Well, if

a man is married sometimes his wife comes up and signs for




him,

Q

Q

Q

Q

|just signed by the one person.

Q

Q

%toebling? A, Just through his orders.

&)
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correctness of the payroll? A. Yes, there 1is.
name to 1it.

affidavit on it.

or genuineness of the payroll?® A. Yes.

sometimes some of the clerks,

Isn't there an affidavit on the payroll as to tpe
And you take that af;}davit? A, I sign Mr, Stoebling
Who takes the affidavit? A. No, there is no
There is no affidavit on it? A. I mean, 1t 1s
Doesn't 1t say, "I hereby certify to the correctness
How can you do that without discussing it with Mr,

Oh, he is giving ordersé A. No.

MR. YOUNG: Where do you get the authority to
sign that payroll?

THE WITNESS: The only authority I have 1s that
when Mr, Stoebling was away on vacation, or he
happened to be sick, he always told me to sign it.

MR. YOUNG: Where does he get the authority to
tell you to sign the payroll?

THE WITNESS: That I don't know., I merely did

what I was told.,
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BY MR, PALESE: .

Q DoI understand every employee, before the check is
ldelivered to them, must sign the payroll? A, Yes,

Q VWhat has happened to Mr. Stoebling's checks since

January 22? A. I sent them over to his wife,
Q@ Who has signed the payroll for him? A. I signed

his name and I put my name on it.

Q@ Who gave you the authority to sign for him?

A He told me to.

Q VWhen? A, When he was away on his vacation I would
do the same thing, so I merely -- ‘

Q@ You follow customs, too, like Mr, Corcoran. When
was the first time that he told you that in the event that

|
he was ever away and payday came around, that you could sign

his name to these payrolls so you could get his check? How

long has that been? A. Well, he has been sick different

rimeso
g Is that a standing order you have, whenever he is out
or away you have a right to sign the payroll and get his check
A Well, the few times he was out ;_
MR. PALESE: He has been out a long time,
hasn't he?
BY MR. WIENER: .
Q Did you sign Mr, Corcoran's check while he was out 111é

A No, I did4 not.

-3
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Q Did you sign the payroll for the County Board of
|
Elections while Mr, Sullivan was under cover and Mr. Corcoran

was 1117 A, Mr. Corcoran's daughter took his check and
signed for it.

‘ Q Did you make up the payroll for the County Board of
Electionsé A. For what period?

4 Q@ Any period within the last few months. A, Yes, I
have,

Q Did you certify it? A. Yes,

Q@ You signed -- A, I signed Mr. Stoebling's name
and I put my initials.
BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q@ Did you ever get a written power of attorney?

A From who?

Q@ Mr. Stoebling, to do this. A. No.

Q To your knowledge he never advised the Treasurer of
the county that you were to do what you are doing?

A I don't know whether he advised them; I merely did as
I was told.

Q@ And you have not spoken to Mr. Stoebling since he has
[pbeen under the sedative about six weeks, have you?

A No.

Q The office is being run by you? A, VWell, we are

Just doing the same as we have been doing.

Q Doing nothing, in other words? A, I wouldn't say E
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that,

Q@ You haven't got the registration books thereé You
are not putting registrations in, are you?

A They are putting them in, but I don't bellieve anything
is being touched.

MR, GIULIANO: Nothing is being touched.

BY MR, PALESE:

Q Have you delivered any of the checks to Mr. Stoebling
gince January 22?7 A, Have I delivered them?

Q Yes. A, I sent them over,

Q By whom? A, His son.

Q@ And you permitted his son to sign the payroll?

A No, I signed for him,

Q@ You signed it and then turned it over to the son

land he delivered the checks? A. Yes.

BY MR, WIENER:

Q Miss Seglie, in the two years that Mrs. Stoebling, Jr.
lhas worked, about how many times have you seen her in the
office? A, Well, I used to see her pretty often before.
Q@ And how often was that? A, Well, say every day or
levery other day. You see, I work inside and I never bother
imuch with the girls outside. I wouldn't know who was in
every day and not,

Q@ You wouldn't know who was in? A. No. I don't go

Jout there and check up on everybody every day.
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Q@ In the lést five months that she was there, about :
how many times did you see her? A. I just saw her a few |
times.

Q Two or three times, would you say? A, I guess |
about that.

MR. WIENER: About two or three times in about
four or five months.,

BY MR, MURRAY:

Q Has Mr. Corcoran got a daughter that is on your payroli?
A Yer, sir. l

Q What does she do? A. She works outside in |

Q

Q

A

Spitznagle's department, a file clerk.

Q How much does she get a year? A, $2400, |
Q@ Who hands out those checks every payday? A. I do.
Q@ Always? A, Yes.

Q How long is it since you saw -~ 1is her name Miss |
Corcoran? A. Marjorie Corcoran, yes, ;
Q Hoy long is it since you saw her up there doing any

kork? A. T saw her there yesterday.
Q How long hasshe been up there? A, Let us see. I Jl

think she is up there about a year or so.

About a year? A, Maybe a little more. I don't

J
Lemember offhand,

Has she always signed hereelf for her checks?

Yes, she has been in. She works out in Spitznagle'!s
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department. Of course, her work requires her to be inside
every day. With the investigators; of course, it 1s different
Q Did you write a letter to the County Clerk of the
County of Hudson in reference to taking Mrs, Stoebling, Jr..
off and putting Mr. Stoebling, Jr. on your payroll?

A To the Board of Freeholders, and the Treasurer.

Q@ I mean to the Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

of Hudson County. A, Yes.,

Q Do you remember was that letter dictated to you by
hr. Stoebling? A. No, it was just a form letter that I
generally write in case of a change or something.

Q Did you sign the letter? A, I signed "Charles F,
Btoebling per A.S," I believe.

Q Do you know whether you signed "per A.S."?

A I must have, because I always do.

Q Would you say that you positively did? A. As a
rule I always do.

Q@ If Mr. Stoebling doesn't dictate a letter to you and

you type it, how do you send that letter out in reference to
any designation so that you would know whether or not you
wrote 1t and he dictated it to you? A. Well, any letters
of that kind Mr. Stoebling never dictates them to me, but as
B rule I just put his initials and mine down.

Q Oh, you put his initials and yours down? A, Yes.

Q@ Even though he doesn'!t dictate 1t, even though he 1s noft

|
|
|
|
|

|
|

2
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Ipresent to tell you to write a letter? A, On a form letter
like that I do.

Q Do you call that a form letter? A, Well, it is
merely a change and it is always made up the same way.

MR, PALESE: Do you have much more, Mr. Murray?

MR, MURRAY: No, not much more, |
Q@ I show you this letter, Miss Seglie. Is that what
you would call a form letter?
A I mean it 1s just a letter that requires more or less
the same answer all the time, understand what I mean? It is
not anything special that has to be dictated. Is that

vhat I wrote yesterday?

Q Is that the way you sign a form letter? A, No,
I generally put "CFS" here and "AS," but since all this
trouble and everything, I just thought it would be better to

put it that way.

MR. GIULIANO: That is the way you sign the f
payroll, “Charles F. Stoebling, Commissioner of
Registrations, per Alice Seglie."

THE WITNESS: I just put ”Aé" down.

Q@ Do you know what you have testified you are doing is

& crime? A. I don't think it is.

Q I ask you, do you know whether it is or not?

A I don't think it 1is,

Q I didn't ask you what you thought, I asked what you kno

b4
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if you do know? A, I don't think it is. That is all.

Q Do you know whether or not it 1s a crime?

A I don't see any crime in it, no.

Q You don't see any crime 1n-your signing a piece of
paper which we call a certification of the payroll, on which
you give the money of the people of Hudson County to people
vho do no work fér it. Would you say that is a crime?

I can't say.

Would you give your own money out that way?

The people do work.

A
Q
A
Q Would you give your own money out that way?
A I haven't got any.

Q@ I think you will have shortly, won't you?

A The people are doing the work. I don't see where it
is a crime.

PBY MR. PALESE:

Q This Stoebling woman has not been working?

A I didn't say she has not been working. If she was
investigating I wouldnt!t see her.

Q@ VWhat do you know of your own knowledge that she has
been doing for the last five months?

A  Investigating on the outside.

Q@ Who told you that? A, Well, that is where she was

1ssigned,

Q Who has told you or where have you obtained any
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information at all in the past five months that this woman
has béen working, other than you think she started five
months ago and has continued to do some work?

A If she hadn't been there I would have been told.

Q I am not asking you or guessing, I am askigg you if
you have any information from any departmental head or whethen
you have ever seen this woman do any work in the past five

if
months ? A, As I said, s she had not been there I would have

been told.

Q I am not asking you what other People may do. Have
you yourself any knowledge about this woman doing any work
for the City of Jersey City in the past five months ?

A Yes, I think I have.

Q What have you seen her do? A. I haven't seen her
do the work, but if she has been doing some investigating
the cards will show that.

Q@ Have you examined the cards? A. No, I have not.

MR. YOUNG: We are asking Miss Seglie to come

back on Monday at ten, and we are going to give you

a subpoena to prodﬁce the payrolls for this year, or !

copies of them.

We will adjourn now until Monday at ten. |

(At this time the hearing was adjourned to Monday,;

March 7, 1938, at ten a.m.) ’

| |




Present:

ASSEMBLY INVESTIGATION OF :
ALLEGED FRAUDULENT AND ILLEGAL
CONDUCT AT THE GENERAL ELECTION

ON NOVEMBER 2, 1937, etec.

hearing held in the above matter at Room 301, Essex County

Transcript of stenographer's notes of

Court House, Newark, New Jersey, on March 7, 1938.

Assembly Committee
Henry Young, Jr., Chairman,
Frank C. Osmers

ROBERT H. McCARTER, Esq.,

by DAVID H. WIENER, Esq., JAMES R. GIULIANO,|
Esq., and JAMES F. MURRAY, Esq.,
Counsel to the Committee




1356

MR. WIENER: Mr, Doherty informs me that there
is a question in his mind as to whether or not two
members of the Committee constitute a quorpm. I
1nrorﬁed him that in accordance with my own knowledge
of the Legislative Statutes, there is no question as
to that. If he wants an objection noted on the
record-=-

MR. ROBERT H. DOHERTY: There is no objection
to that.

MR. YOUNG: As a matter of fact, I think,
perhaps, you are right, Mr. Doherty, but I don't think
that you are going to object to the taking of testimony
wvhich the other members of the Committee will be able
to read. Mr. Palese said he couldn'!t be here today
and Mrs, Sanford is 11l in bed.

MR. DOHERTY: The only reason why I raised an
objection was that I didn't want them to state that I
sat 1dly by and consented to 1it.

MR. YOUNG: We could wait until we had a
quorum, as a matter of fact, but it would mean that
we would have to bring back these witnesses and go
all through the testimony again.

MR. DOHERTY: I wvas wondering whether, in view

of the fact that Mr. Sullivan is coming back again it




1387

would be better to defer 1it, I understand that he
is coming back.
MR. WIENER: No, not today.
- MR, DOHERTY: I mean at some subsequent time.
'MR. WIENER: On Wednesday, I believe.
MR. DéHERTY: Do I understand that the
Committee wants to get away early to Trenton?

MR, WIENER: Yes,

' ALICE SEGLIE, having previously been sworn,
was recalled and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR, WIENER:

Q There are four different payrolls? A. That is
the County Board (indicating).
Q There are four different payrolls which have been pro-
* |[duced by you; the first one for the perio@ between January 1
#mﬂ.January 157 A. That is right.

Q@ The second one for the period from January 15 to

::cbruary 1st? A. Right,

Q The third one is for the period from February 1 to
u;,brnarﬁ 15, and the last one is for the period February 15 to
?bbruary 287 A. The sixteenth to the twenty-eighth.

Q While we are examining these payrolls, Miss Seglie, I

of the budget of your department for 1938¢ A. I would have

111 ask you some questions. Are you familiar with the amounf

|
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to refer to the payrolls. Oh, you mean the budget? No, I
;m not,

Q@ Do you know the prospective amount of salaries for
employees of your department? A, No, I don't.

Q For 1938? A. No, I don't.

Q I show you the "Hudson Dispatch” dated March 7, 1938,
vithout any side remarks concerning my‘opinion of that news-
baper.

MR, OSMERS: I think we might note on the
record, Mr. Wiener, that the Hudson Dispatche- just
for the sake of posterity-- on March 7 advertised
a public hearing to be held on March 4,

MR. WIENER: rThe budget hearing vhich was
supposed to be held on March 4 is advertised today,
March 7, in the Hudson Dispatch.

MR. DOHERTY: I don't want to interject myself

into the proceedings. I do not think it is proper
matter for the Committee to go into. The best evidencé
ié the original resolution, and this lady will produce
it if she has it in her possession. It 1s now in the
opening remark and it was stated that there was a gross
error in the printing of the advertisement itself, so
why not take that as the record in this case?

MR. WIENER: It is part of the record.
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Q@ I want you to look at this article and just refresh
your memory as to the amount of salary which your department
expects to pay employees this year.

MR. YOUNG: I would prefer to have her own

recollection, Mr. Wiener.

MR. WIENER: She sald she didn't know.

THE WITNESS: No; I don't.
Q@ And the prospective budget of your department for the
County of Hudson, is apparently $372;OOO for salaries, is that .
Fhat it saysé A, Yes, it does.
Q Does your recollection show you that this is a figure
that is most likely? A. Well, I never even bothered
E$o check up on the amount of any budgets or anything},like
fhat because I never had anything to do with}them.
Q@ Do you know the total amount of salaries paid in your
flepartment during any one of the periods covered by these
" payroll sheets? A. I have an idea, but I would have to

refer to that for the exact amount.

3Y MR, YOUNG:

Q Miss Seglie, when did Mrs. Stoebling, Jr. take her
.usband's Place as an employee? A. When did she take her
usband!s place?
Q Yes; vhen did she take her husband's place? His name

Carl Stoebling. A. Yes, he took her place.

Q@ Just recently? A, It is, say, a month ago.
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Q And she held that position for two years, didn't she;
about that? A. About that; perhaps a little more.

Q Before that he had the position, didn't he?

A I am not sure. I would have to refer to my records,
Q I have your 1932 payroll which shows his name down
there as one of the employees. Do you recall that?

A I don't remember that far 5ack, no. There are so
many names on there, I would have to refer to my records,

Q@ If he were perhaps you would remember that, being that
he 1s the son of your boss? A, He may have; I don't
remember, though.

Q Would your lack of memory on that be due to the fact
that you didn't see him around the office during the time
that he was on the payroll? A. It 1s just that I don't
remember if he was on the payroll in 1932,

Q You have no recollection at all as to whether this

is the first time he had been on the payroll?

A He may have been on before, in 1932, but I don't
%emember now,

Q@ How long have you been there? A. I have been there
(since 1927.

Q@ You know Carl Stoebling Personally? A. I beg your
pardon,

Q Do you know Carl Stoebling personally? A. Oh,

positively.
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Q For how long have you known him? A.' I have known
him since I have been up in theoffice there.

Q Did you know him when you first met him, as an employee
of the department? A. Oh, no. I met him first through
Mrs. Stoebling. His wife at that time was living.

More of a friendly meeting. It had nothing to do with the
office.

Q@ You don't recollect whether or not Mr. Carl Stoebling
was employed in the office before his wife?

A He may have been. Yes, he was. I remember now
something; yes, he was an employee.

Q@ In the same capacity, temporary clerk? A. Yes.

Q Assigned to what office; do you recoilect?

A He was assigned-- I think he was out in Sptiznagle's
 Iepartment at that time.

Q What was Mr., Spitznagle's department? A. Master
‘ﬂYile department, and, of course, the typists are always in
m; s department. I think he was out there as a file clerk.

! Q When he was married then his wife tooﬁiﬁis position?
A I don't know when he was married. I don't remember
ﬁ«* whether that was the change. I couldn't say on that.

Q@ You have beeﬁ pretty well acquainted with Mr. Carl
8toebling, have you not? A. I know him from coming up to

he office and seeing him at different affairs but I don't kno+
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anything about his personal life.

Q Do you happen to know what his business 1s?

A T don't know what his business is.

Q Oor, at least,'what his business was until he got a
job? A. He was in the real estate business, I think.

- Q ' He needed a job. A. I beg your pardon?

Q@ He needed a job, A, I don't know.

Q This payroll that I have before me runs from January
1 to January 15; 1is that your ordinary payroll?
A That is a copy of the original that goes to the
the Hudson County Treasurer's office, besides the other two

coples. I think they give one to the Freeholders and one to

the Civil Service Commissioner.

@ The Civil Service has nothing to do with the operation

of the office of the Commissioner of Registrations?
A You will notice also there is a top sheet, the County

éoard's payroll. That, of course, would be-=- I don't know

Whether it is for that reason that they require two additional
3 Vopies sbesides the original. What they do with them, I

don't know.

Q@ You and Mr. Stobbling are the only two pPeople in the
)iffice under Civil Service? A. Yes,

Q@ All your people are Just temporary? A. The people

are just temporary, reappointed every month for thirty days,

Q@ In vhat form is that dbne? A. At the end of every
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|
|
month i1f there i1s no change we reappoint them. ‘

Q@ How do you do 1it? A. We notify the Freeholders!

office, the Treasurer's office, and the Civil Service

|
Commissioner. That has been the form ever since I have been
there.

Q@ If there are any changes you notify the Civil Service

Commission and the Treasurer? A. They notify every
department, regardless of what the change is, whether it is
a change in name or a change in address.

Q@ What I really was trying to find out, Miss Seglie,

your office has pretty steady work throughout the year?

A These records are kept throughout the year, of course,

Q@ Your payroll ié not & contracting and expanding

Layroll? A, There are changes made at times.

Q I mean-- let us say, May or June; do you lay off

people? A. No.

Q@ Do you add people before the Primaries? A, There is|

o general rule. When they are added or removed, Mr, Stoebling

&ook care., Of course, I merely send it in, I never bothered to

find out whether it is for the Primary or General or what it
was. That was entirely up to him, of course,

Q@ What I am trying to get at, perhaps you can tell me

. Whether I am correct or not. This payroll here,for the

Wo weeks between the first and fifteenth of January, is about |
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$17,1187 A. The total of the Commissioner of Registrations
of course, Mr., Young, is $16,383.65. That is the total of
the Commissioner of Registrations. That i1s with the
deduction, |

Q Your payroll will run about $16,000 every two weeks
throughout the year? A. Every two weeks for the office
of the Commissioner of Registrations.

Q That i1s throughout the year? A, Yes.

Q Is there any time throughout the year when it may
ldrop down to $5,000? A. Not down to five, I wouldn't say.

Q@ To what point will it drop? A. I believe that amount

has been on there--~ 1t would go back about slx months,
rior to that it was less, I think that there were about--
There may have been about twenty less. I am going back
bout six months or seven months. ‘
Q@ Why d4id you but on the additional twenty?

A T don't know why Mr. Stoebling put them on. Of course,

Bs I éay, that 1s up to him.

Q@ On account of a little money in the Freeholders! pot,
 that 1t? A. You will have to ask him that; I don't know.
i Q@ You found that there was an election coming?

N A You will:have to ask him that; I don't know.

Q@ He doesn?t seem to be avallable to answer questions and

hat is why we have to ask you. A, Why he did things, I

don't know. - I merely did as I was told.,

b
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Q If my count 1s correct, supposing the members of the
Committee take this list, aside from yourself and Mr., Stoeblin
and begin with Gumaer and run through Grimm, whom,I suppose,
are department heads. A. The first ten are, and George
Rubianni is the man who 1s stationed as you come in the door,
where the registration 1s taken. He is the Information
Clerk and he takes whatever registration comes in, transfers,
things like that, and Mr., Grimm i1s there and works with him,
Q@ Of course, Mr, Dowden and Mr. Pass are not department
heads? A. They are classified as department heads at the
salary but they are used as counsel, whatever special
lmssignments they can get.
Q@ Then, in breaking down this payroll, you have four
Lembers of the Board of Elections--
A We d4id have up until the end of February. I have not
hnde up the March payroll.
Q@ You don't know the names? A. I wvon't be able to put

{them on unless I know them, because the payroll list goes

own about a week ahead of time.
Q@ In other words, Mr. John Corcoran and others are not
on. there; whethér they will get a salary for the first two
Eeeks of the year you don't know? A. No.

Q@ The next two are yourself and Mr., --

A S8Still the Board of Elections, yes.

Q Then we swing over into the office of the Commissioner

g, |
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of Registrations; and of the twelve, two are classified

as department heads, namely, Dowden and Pass; and they

are actually attorneysé A. They act as counsel,

and whatever special assignments they may have,

Q How often are they in the officeé A. They are in
every day.

Q What do they do in the special assignments?

A  When Mr. Stoebling is in, of course, he would

glve them whatever assignments he has, and at times even if
there is a question in my mind as to the right of a voter

or gitizen, as it was; different things that may come up,
then I refer to them for advice.

Q@ And Rubianni and Grimm, you say, are--

A In the front office where people come in to register
br transfer, or, if they seek any information they look it
up for them.

Q@ That leaves eight others who are heads of departments,
out of the twelve. If you take out the two lawyers and the

two receptionists, you have eight left, A. You have

Max Miller, who is classified as a temporary departmental clerk,
Pnd he has been doing different work for Mr., Stoebling, and
Fhenever I need help on anything he helps me out on it.

Q What do you mean by "different work for Mr. Stoebling®?

A VWhen Mr. Stoebling was there there were things he would

take care of for him, and when I have things that I want

j | I
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checked over or gone over he goes over it.

Q Lamont Gumaer has charge of-- A, Lamont Gumaer
has charge of the original records, permanent registration
records, the whites, and he also has charge of all the
investigators.

Q  And Montelli? A. Montelli has his own department,
with the duplicate registry binders, a certain section. I
think he told you that before.

@ And McDonald? A. Thomas McDonald works in the
same departmenthwith Rotherham,

Q What does Rotherham have? A, They are in the same
department. -

Q What department? A, The voter registry binders,
He told you what section. I just don't remember,

Q McDonald has a different section from Rotherham?

A It is in the same section.

Q Then they have two departments for one section,

the voter binders? A. They are working altogether, What

each handles, I don't know.

Q And Spitznagle is in charge of the master file de-
partment and the typists.
Q Toohey? A. He has charge of the voter binders of

. [his own section.

Q And Meehan? A. Johnny Meehan is used as counsel,

'I'and different assignments that Mr. Stoebling gives him.
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Q Three lawyers? A. Yes,

Q You had less temporary clerks on the payroll from.Janual
1 to January 15; 163 people, as I count them, |

A That might be right. Yes, I think there are 170
0odd names, including the department heads.

Q@ And the payroll for the commissioners of elections®
is $390 bi-weekly? A. Yes,

6, Stoebling gets $233.T4 bi-weekly? A. Yes. That
is the deduction for pension, and insurance 1s taken out.

Q Then his amount due is $286.45, and that is what he
actually gets, after deduction for pension and insurance?

A Yes. The amount he actually gets is $233.74.

Q@ That 1s over two weeks? A. That 1s‘right.

Q And putting it this way, you usually get $112.50 every
two weeks, but temporary reduction and pension brings it
down to $97.88?  A. $97.88.

Q@ And in these divigionai.managers everybody is supposed
to get $166.66, but actually get $149.997 A. Yes.

Q E&cept that Rubianni and Grimm get paid somewhat less?r

A Yes,

Q And all of these others get $100 bi-weekly or $2400
a year, less ten per cent. deductién, or $90 every two weeks?

A $90 every two weeks,

Q fou have 163 of these people. What do they all do?

A Well, as I said, the master file department has thirty

Py
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people in there, and they are in charge of the cards and
street indexes, and there is another alphabetical index,

Each one of those clerks have a certain section that they
handle, a few letters that they have, and then the rest of the
girls are typists. They take care of all those records

that were certified to Mr. Ferguson, and that 1s form letters
that go out, notifications in reference to transfers and
registrations and whatever records are kept in the department,
of course.

Q Ie each one of these employees temporary? They are

all listed as temporary? A. They are all classified as
temporary clerks, regardless.

Q@ They all get $2400 a year, regardless? A. Yes.

Q@ And each one sf them, I suppose,is assigned to one

or the other of the departmenﬁ heads as their immediate
Luperior? A, Yes, that is right.

Q@ You couldn'f tell how many clerks or which clerks were

in which department? A, Pretty near I think I could,

specially those that have been there for any length of
ime. I mean I would remember the faces,

Q@ How about Franklin Murphy. I understood he used to
be governor. A. He is in Spitznagle's department, file clerk,
Q@ Here you have Mildred Edge? You seem to have quite

L lot of Republicans. You have no supervision over their

juties? A. No. The department head strictly is responsible

|
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for their work.

Q Do you know what your turnover in a year would be;
how many registrations are there, registered voters? That
is the only thing that your office i1s interested in?

A I beg your pardon?

Q Your office is interested only in registered voters?

A Well, election records, Yes.

Q The only thing that you deal with in your office 1s
the permanent registration? A. Permanent registration, yes.
Q Therefore, all you have toAdo is to deal with those

who are voters and are permanently registered?

A 0f course, we have three municipalifies that are not
under permanent registration. We handle them as wel},
but there 1s no permanent record in the office., Of course,
around election time we take care of all their needs, as well
as the others. '

Q What are their needs from your point? A. We furnish
bills and records for electlion boards, take care of what
instructions the election officers need.

Q Those functions that you perflorm in places where they

do not have permanent " registration are done as the agent

of the County Board of Elections and not as Commissioner of
Registrations? A. The election boards, of course, are in

| the hands of the County Board. Those places, of course,

14 be under their supervision. There are other things
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that Mr, Stoebling takes care of. The usual instructions,

of course, go out to these municipalities as well as the

others,

|
Q@ You don't know how many there are permanently register%d
in Hudson County? A, I wouldn't know, no. I would have !
to refer to them, 1
Q  Offhand, could you give us an idea?  A. I might be i
wrong now, but I think about 350,000. ;
Q@ Throughout the county? A, I think so. That may be!

vrong now; I am not sure.

Q I suppose you couldn’t even give the faintest kind of

guess as to how many there are registeredlin Essex?

A No, that}I couldn't.

Q@ Essex 1s a slightly more popular county than Hudson? i

A T understand 1t is.

Q They do not vote quite as well, They are not so muchl
fof getting registered. A. No.

Q@ In the absence of the information which I have
suggested to you, Miss 8eglie, you would not have any means of
saying whether 37 temporary clerks employed in Essex County,
- |las against 163 employed in Hudson County, showed that Essex
[County was under-manned or that Hudson County was over-manned?
[

A I couldn'!t say anything on that,

Q How many of those employees are there that you do

see regularly, Miss Seglie? A. Well, as I said, the
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departments are in the outer offices and unless I have
occasion to really go out and want something special, I don'tt
see them, and the investigating clerks I very seldom see
them. They do not report in every day, as the other clerks ddg
They do different work that 1s assigned to them. In fact,
sometimes they come in after working hours and report to Mr,
Gumaer thelr investigations, in order to make it easier,
During the regular hours Mr. Gumaer takes care of the

clerks who handle books and all, and after four o'clock, if

I am still around after four I notice these investigators
come iZi:geir report about whatever work they are assigned to,
and report to them. |

Q@ You are pretty sure that you could name or point out
to us which department they were in, in a few minutes?

A I think I know most of them,

Q ﬁho checks the signature on the payroll? I take it
this being a copy, that you have no signatures?

A What do you mean, "Who checks the signature”?

. Q We have here,for example, getting back to the temporary

flérks ags the most interesting; you have the top name on this
fweet which I have before me, which 1s number three, William
f;.terlo, 115£ed as temporary clerk? A. That is right.

Q He has a salary of $24007 A, That is right,

Q ”@erm of service, 1)15." What does that mean?

A From January 1 to 15.




Q | That does not mean that his employment terminates on
the 15th? A. No.
Q That is simply the payroll period? A. That is all,
Q (Reading from sheet) "Amount due, $100, temporary
deduction $10, no deduction for 1nsurance.or pension, amount
received, #90.“ A, Yes,
Q Theﬁ a ﬁeading "signature"? A. Yes.
Q I suppose all tﬁe temporafy employees sign when they
get the checks? A. 'Yes, they sign when they get the
checks.
Q Who is responsible to see to it that they sign’the
payroll, and who gives them the checks, in your officg?
A I give them the checks and I generally have Mr. Grimm
there to help pick out the people as they come in and
sign.
Q Under your direct supervision that check 1s delivered
to the person entitled to receive it or someone that you know

1s entitled to receive it and bring it to the person on the

' payroll? A. In case they are ill.

Q So that in case Mrs., Walter Osterlo says, "Walter is

111 in bed and I want the check,"” you give it?

fe is unable to come 1in on that day. If I know the person he

ends over I'give it to him. Generally they all report and
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A Oh, no. It is a general rule, if the clerk himself cank

ot come in he either-calls me or sends me a note and tells me
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sign for their checks.

Q@ They don't call Mr. Stoebling when he is there? !

A Yes, sometimes they do. At éimes, before he was 111, |
he used to give the payroll out sometimes. When he is there,:
of course, he and I would work together. Since he has been !
out Mr..Grimm helps me to see that they sign on the right |
list.

Q On the bottom you say, "I hereby certify, from person&ﬂ
knowledge, that the above services have been performed by |
the employees named for the dates stated," and that has been
signed by you in the absence of Mr, Stoebiing?

A On Mr, Stoeblingts absencé. |

Q@ By what authority, Miss Seglie? A. The only |
authority I have is Mr, Stoebling telling me to sign the
payroll, when he wasn't able to do it.

BY MR, WIENER:

Q Did you read it before you signed it? A, Yes.

Q "I hereby certify from personal knowledge that the
above s;rvices have been performed by the employees named

for the dates stated." A. Yes.

Q You personally know whether all these people were

on the job? A. Through the department heads, yes., |
Q@ Do they make reports? A. VYes, '

Q Written reports? A. No.

Q@ You mean that you have verbal reports as to the conduct_
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of 160 people? A, Yes,

Q@ Nothing written? A. No, there is nothing written.
Q In other words, if a department head wanted to cover
up a man there is no way that you would know as to whether
the man actually worked? A. What do you mean?

Q If there are ten people in Gumaer's department who
never came in, and you relied on Gumaer'!s verbal statement
as to whether or not these people came in--

A Yes, I rely on the department heads.,

Q@ You never have any reports,signed? A. I haven't,
no,

Q@ Mr., Stoebling has? A. I don't know. When Mr.
Stoebling is there the department heads would always come
in to him and take up the matters with him,

Q I want to know whether or not you depend on the word
of somebody under you or under Mr, Stoebling, as to whether orx
not these people are working? A. Yes,

Q You take his word for it? A. Yes,

Q@ There is no countercheck as to whether or not these
people have reported, is there? A. I depend on the
department heads to tell me.

Q@ You depend on the department heads absolutely?

A That is right.

Q@ And if a man does not come in for work and the depart-

* |lment head covers him up, you would take his word?

A I depend on the department head.
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Q So, when you signed thls and said that you knew of youp
own personal knowledge that these people were performing
their duties, you really did not know personally?

A Yes, because I know I could depend on them,

Q Let us be fair about these things. Did you
personally see these people doing thelr duties?

A Not all of them; I couldn't.

Q Did you personally check theilr investigations?

A No, I couldn't.

Q You don't know, personally, whether they were doing
thelr jobs, do you? ‘A. As I saide-

Q@ Answer the question. You either see them do the
work or you don't.

A It would be impossible for me to see all of them
working.

Q@ You don't know whether or not they do their work?

A No.

'Q In spite of thatfact that you signed this, not only
on the face of it but on the back of it, where it again says,
"I hereby certify that the persons named in thé within.payroll
ére employed solely in the proper duties of the positions and
employment indicated”? Now, let us, for example, point to
Mr. John Meehan, temﬁorary departmeht clerk, a lawyer-in Hudso
County. He gets $%000. Do you know personally whether he

did any work last month? A. Yes, I do.

n
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Q What d4id he do? A, Well, there are things that

come up.

Q Tell us what he did. Don't tell us about things.
What did_he do? A. There were legal questions that came

up at times that I had to speak to him about.

Q As a matter of fact, I was in consultation with Mr,
Miller, Mr, Dowden and Mr. Pass for about three days?

A Yes.

Q I think it was the 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th, four
days in January, that I mentioned; was Mr., John Meehan called

on the phone once, or present, during one of those legal

consultations? A. No, not on that work, no.

Q I was present at the recount about eleven weeks, I
didn't see him once. Was he ever in the office while the
recount was going on? @ A. If I belleve he was there?

Q What is his job? A. What do you mean "what is his

job™ 2

Q What 1s his job? What does he do? A. I told you,
hen there are different legal qQquestions that come up we get
n touch with him,

Q@ Is it the custom for these lawyers to give legal
opinions? A, If there is any doubt in our minds about
voters and different things like that, we ask their advice
on them. ‘

Q@ How many written legal opinions has John Meehan made
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in the last year, that have come into your hands?

A Nonethat I have seen.

Q@ How many have come into your hands since Mr. Stoebling |
has been 111? A. None, no written opinion.
Q@ Does he come in more than twice a month, other than

to get his check? A. Yes, he sometimes does.

Q@ Does he sign for his check? A. Yes, sometimes he

{ﬂoes.
|

| Q Mr. Meehan is a brother of the Democratic Assistant

County Counsel of Hudson Countyé A, I don't know whether
it is his brother. |
Q Do you know whether there is a Mr, Meehan on the County
Counsel's staff? A. I have heard,

MR..YOUNG: I just want to interject. Mr,
Giuliano has been in touch with Mr. Hermann concerning
this payroll on Essex County that I have before me,
and Mr. Hermann says that while it is true there are
37 temporary clerks shown by h;m on the payroll as
temporary clerks,they are really regarded as the
permanent office staff with the other employees in the
office, making the total number of employees at about
60, so there was a misapprehension on that.

Q Do you know Mr, James Tooheyé A, Yes, I do.

Q Is he a brother of the Labor Commissioner?

A Yes, he is.
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Q He is the Democratic Commissioner of Labor of the
State of New Jersey? A. I believe he is,

Q And he gets $4000 a yearé A. Toohey doesé

Q Yes. A. Yes.

MR. YOUNG: We have here on the bottom of page

four a James McGovern.

MR. WIENER# I was going to get all of those,

MR. YOUNG: Who is he, Miss Seglieé

THE WITNESS: There is a McGovern--

MR. WIENER: There is a William and a James. One
is a cousin or brother of the Commissioner.

THE WITNESS: One McGovern is in Rotheéham's
department and the otheriMcGovern is in Gumaer!s
department.

BY MR. OSMERS:

Q Are they related in any way to the Commissioner of
Jersey City? A. That I don't know. There are two men
there that I never spoke fo very much.

Q What department is Theodore Brassell in?

A Theodore Brassell is in Montelli's department, I am
pretty sure.

Q Do you know why he resigned; A. Yes, he is in West
|New York.

Fx MR. WIENER:

How many lawyers have you got on your payroll, altogethe
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About elghteen, 1s 1té A. I don't know.

Q How many? A. I think there is five there.

Q@ Which five are theyé A. Pass, Dowden, Meehan, and
then-you have Bernard 8olomon and John Grossi.
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q Where do they appear on here? A. They are on there
jps temporary clerks, and then I know there is a S8ylvan Cohen.
B8Y MR, WIENER:
Q@ How about Féinberg? Is he a lawyeré A. I don't
pnow vhether he 1s a lawyer., He is in Marty Gumaer's
department. They are in with the investigators.
Q How about the former Democratic counsel to the City of
Bayonne% A. Who 1is he?
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q Mr, Stoebling seems to know of only one sum for paying
these people, and that is $2400. How 1s that based, do you
know? A. No, I don't know.
Q Are they ail worth $24007? A. I don't know how he
figures it. That is the way he gives it to me.

Q There 1s no statutory limitation on the amount that he
can pay them, 1s there? A. I don't believe there is,.

Q There 1s no maximum or minimum fixed by the statute?

A Not that I know of. I don't know the law on that,

of course.

Q@ The sum paid, if you want to put it one vay, as set by
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Mr, Stoebling—; or, if you want to put it, perhaps, a kinder
way, he thinks that everybody 1is worth $24007
A I don't know what he thinks.
MR. YOUNG: He must have been reading up on
Dr. Townsend.
BY MR. WIENER:
Q He starts them at $2400§ A. Yes.
Q He hires some girls who are eighteen or nineteen years
bld and pays them $2400 to start with? A. I don't know.
That is up to him,
Q@ You know that in several cases girls not twenty years
of age were started in that department at $2400, about $42
B week? A, I don't know their ages.
Q Don!t you take their ages on the applicationsé
A No, I don't.
Q Don'ﬁ you find out whether they are citizens or votersé
A I don't know whether Mr. Stoebling does. He merely
gives me the name and I send 1t in.
Q@ How many people—have you hired since Mr, Stoebling 1is
'ill? A. I have no right to hire anybody.
Q@ Mr, Stoebling has been out since the last General
Election? .A. Vhomé
Q Mr. Stoebling has been out since the last General

Election? A. Well, he was in and out up until the end of

January.
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Q And this payroll haé remained practically intact for
the whole year of 19375 A. No. I would say 1t has been
that Vay-; I think, for about si1x months, perhaps before

thﬁt it was--

Q How many outside investigators are used in your office?
A Well, I would have to check back to see how many we
have in the other departments.

Q I think Mr, Gumaer testified about>forty, if I remember
correctly. A. I would have to refer to the payroll.

Q (Handing papers to the witness): You refer to the
payroll and tell us how many outside investigators

there are.

- MR. YOUNG: Before we do that; Mr, Wiener; this
payroll from January 1 to the 15th is identical in
amount and naﬁés of employees as on every other payroll
that you produced before.

THE WITNESS: No, I think the January payroll
has a John.Manion that had been appointed. That 1s the
only difference there was in that one name, if I re-
member correctly. On the last sheet you will see a
notation.
Q@ In other words, that 1is only one changeé A. There
s just.the difference of‘one name,

Q@ Let us for the moment forget about how many there might

I just want to put this into the record.

be. I belleve that
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Mr. Gumaer testified that he had about forty investigators,
and if I am wrong 1t can be only as to five or temn, at the
most, or maybe I am short five, on the people who did the
investigating of registrations. All of these investigators
are hired at a salary of $2400 a year, and it seems as though
it is necessary to retain.them all year round. In other
words, the slowing up of investigations during the summer
months, for example; when you have practically no investiga-
tions, seems to make no difference, Although the original
statute made their hire temporary, so that in the dull seasons
they could be taken off the payroll and not become pure
political sinecures, there is no lay-off or lull in the work .
of that office, is that so, Miss Seglieé

A So far as I know,

Q There is no lay-off, so far as you know? ]
A Sdmetimes after election he would lay some off.
Q That has not been done lately? A. It could not
.%mwe been done. Mr, Stoebling has been away.
Q Is the work as heavy now, for example, as it would be--

A You mean in regard to investigations?

Q@ Yes, and registrations. A, Of course, after each
lelection, as I understand, from Mr. Gumaer, at times when he

[Speaks about different things, he investigates all the

challenge lists- and the permanent voter lists, and he checks

7&» on all the lists of deceased people.
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Q How long does that take? A. I don't know. You
would have to'ask Mr, Gumaer about that. I never go into
details about that. ‘
Q Is your office busy each month of the year? In
other words, is it as busy this month as it would be in
August, July or Juneé A, There is always a certain amount
of work fhat has to be done, but, of course, the month before
election; naturally the registration is heavier and the
transients are heavier, and the boogs have to be prepared for
the elections.
Q@ There are no new employees needed a month before
election? This complete force can handle everything a month
or two months before the election, the new registrations and
transfersé In other wbrds; this same force handles the busy |
season without any new or added assistanceé In other words,
you réach your maximum of work either a month,'two months or
months .
khreeaprior to the election, and this. force 1s able to cope
With the situgtioné A. They have always been able to I
handle everything.
Q And that same force is kept on in the dull seasons?
It has been.

A

Q@ Do you know Reginald Billingtoné A. Yes; I know him,
Q@ Do you know himé A. Yes., I have spoken to him;

Q

Is he the son of the Democratic National Committeewoman

Jfrom Hudson County? A. That,.I don't know. I merely know
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him through the office. I don't know what ward he works in.

T know he is from Jersey City; that ;s all.

Q@ Do you know Frank Bottié A. Yes, I know him,

Q@ A reldtive of the jﬁdge in Jersey City, the Democratic
Judgeé A, I don't know. |

.BY MR. YOUNG: '

Q William A. Sullivan; who is he? A. He 1is an
investigator in Marty Gumaer's department.

Q Is he any relation to the Ward Chairmanf A. I don't
{ Lnow.
Q He 1s not the Ward Chairman? A. I don't know who he
ds. I only know him from coming in and checking and seeing

him around.

MR. WIENER: What I would like to do, Mr. Chairman

I recognizé some of the names. I recognize a member
of Freeholder Kenny's family, and, as you no doubt
see, this seems to be an office where a Republican
Commissioner seems to have hired, in fact, more
Democratic politicians. It is all right for a man
to be non-partisan and hire people of both political
faiths, but when people on the Payroll are members of
the family of certain known politicians in Hudson

County of the opposite political faith, it certainly

shows us why he refuses to have the vault open.

I would say this, Mr, Chairman; I would have my



Alice Seglie 1386

investigators make a thorough investigation of this
payroll, of the names and addresses of these people,
where they live and who they are, and so forth.

MR. YOUNG: I think that is proper, and I think

that asking Miés Seglie questions about it is more or
less shooting in the dark. |

MR. WIENER: I was gbing to suggest that. This
1s the first opportunity I have had to examine them.
I personally did have some idea of certain people on it}
but in order to present a proper and complete picture
I would like to have the opportunity of having my
investigators work on this,

MR. YOUNG: Which ones shall we keepé

MISS SEGLIE: I would rather you would keep
January because I have to make up my new payroll; and

I generally teke it from the last. How long will you

keep that? That 1s the only record in my office.
There is no other copy.

MR, YOUNG: I can't promise how long we will keep
it; but we will return it to you. This 1s your office
copyé

MISS SEGLIE: That is the only copy I have, The

other three go down to the Court House.

MR, WIENER: This man, Bottl, I understand, is not

related to Judge Botti.




Alice Seglie 1387

|BY MR. OSMERS:

Q@ This Daisy Douglas, is she the lady who ran with Mr.

Stoebling for State Committee? A. Yes, she 1is,

I Mr.YOUNG: Miss Seglie, you will come back at our

request, iithout further subpoena.

MISS SEGLIE: Yes, whenever you call me,

MR. YOUNG: We will call Mr. Corcoran now.

MR. DOHERTY: May I have the same objection appear‘
on the record, and the same ruling as to this witness9

MR, YOUNG: He is a private citizen now.

MR. DOHERTY: My objectioﬁ goes to the legality

of the functioning of the Committee this morning, in

view of the fact that you haven't a quorum.
you

MR. YOUNG: Ifagre really going to make a point

out of.it ve will get another member and go'through

all the same questions., -

MR. DOHERTY: I must do 1it.
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JOHN J. CORCORAN, having previously been

sworn, was recalled and testified as follows:
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Mr, Corcoran, your Board is the Board that appoints
the district election boards in Hudson Countyé

A Yes, sir.

Q How does 1t operate in making those appointmentsé
Can you tell us that§ A. The election board member has
got to sign an application. The applications are sent in to
the Board. We have to, on or before April lst-- if o
resignation takes place or a man is sick we appoint a new
member to f£ill the unexpired term.

MR. DOHERTY: Mr. Corcoran, will you talk a
little louder, please. I can't hear you.

Q You just get those applicétions from people who are
anxious to serve on election boards, do you?

A Yes, and from executive leaders,

Q I suppose by that you mean ward leaders, district
leaders, who have names to suggest? A. Yes. Both sides,

Q@ Both sidesé A, Yes,

Q@ Is it your general practise to accept the recommendatio
of the district leader or ward leaderé A, Yes, sir,

Q Specifically whose recommendations do you accept, the
ward leaders or the district leaders, if there is any conflict

A The ward leaders.

1




Q And that applies in both parties? A, Yes, sir,

Q The recommendations, let us say, from the Republiqgn
Chairman of the First Ward, Jersey City, would carry as
much welght as the recommendation of the Democrat?

A That goes to the Republican members of the board.

Q@ For this purpose you divide your Board into two, so
to speaké A. The Republicans get thelr election officers
and the Democrats get thelir election officers.

Q@ They are appointed by the-- A. The entire Board,

on or about April 1lst.

Q The application for Republican members of the distriect

Foard 56 to the.tvo Rgpublican members, Mr, Scheetz and

yittreiché A. Yes.

Q They make thelr own selections and bring them back be-
fore the whole Board? A, Yes, They bring in the

1 Lpplications and they vote on them.

Q@ In other words, the two Democratic members take the

. [word of the two Republican members and the two Republican
members take the word of the two Democratic membersé

A Yes, they do. They generally get together; the
Republicans and the Democrats.

Q@ And the appointment, of course, is an appointment by
{the whole Board? A. Yes,

Q@ But the names to be appolnted are Qetermined by the

embers of the respective parties meking the appointments?
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. While I am in the vicinity. Sometimes I, way down at

' Emyonne and they have got to go up to the northern end of the

I think, in my term of office, that I swore in more than two.

John J. Corcoran 1390

A Yes, sir,

Q How do you remove people from these district boardsé

A Well, if they have committed any errors in the
performance of their duties, or at the suggestion of the
courts.,

Q Or at the suggestion of the courts? A. At the
suggestion of the courts.

Q@ Are they appo;nted again by the ruling of that Board,
or howé A. There 1s also a section of the law;- I would
like to qualify the previous question-- which gives you the
right to remove them with or without any cause,

Q@ When you do remove them, with or without cause, how is
it done? What 1is the machineryé

A Hell; if 1t is during Election Day we just go down and
remove them and swear in a new election officer, Each party
Pas got the right to do it. I can't swear in a Republican

lnless asked to do so by everyone of the Republican members,
h am

ounty, and they say, "Commissioner, please swear in a

#epublican while you are down there,” That is the only time

Q Of the opposite political party? A. Right,

Q@ In removing them, do you follow that same method?

e d
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Yes, sir,
In other words, do you remove Democrats only?
Yes, sir,

And the Republicans remove Republicans only?

P © » o P

Yes,

Q of course; in the event of a court order you have no
choicéé A. The whole Board then removes,

Q You had a very sad experience with the boards last yea:é

A We surely did.

Q@ How do you account for that? A, I don't know.

Q@ You are an administrative officer, and you are

responsible for the election of these boards. Do you make

any other examination of the applicant for membership to these
boards, than the recommendation of the County Chairman?

A VWe Just take the recommendations.

Q I have here a list, Mr., Corcoran, of those throughout
bour county. I don't know how accurate it may be. It is a .
list of those vho wvere both indicted and had warrants issued
ffor them after the Primary Election. A, Yes, sir,

Q@ I wish you would just cast your eye over it and tell

e whether you know -- 1let us take the First Ward, Fifth
istrict, which shows at the top that the names of those
&our members of that election board are what? A. Albert

%1tto, Stanley Dunha, James C. Gleason, Andrew Murray.

Q@ Which is Republican and which is Democratic?
i v
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1 A Nitto and Dunha are Republicans; Gleason and Murray {

are Democrats. |
Q@ If the information on that thing 1s correct, all four

of the members of that Board had warrants issued for their

arrest after the Primary, and all four have been indicted as
Ha result of the Primary? A. The warrants were issued and
ﬁrecalled.

| Q@ What was the cause of the issuance of the warrants? '
A On account of the recount, which shbved up more than
ten per cent. of the district, more than ten per cent.of the
votes cast. !
:

Q@ That had been miscounted? A, Yes, by the local

iL::oard.

Q It is mandatory, in the face of that, that the Bbard
Fe removed, 1sntt 1t? A, Yes, sir,

Q Do you happen to know on what grounds these fellows were
indictedé You appeared before the Grand Jury?

. |
A I d4id.

Q Do you happen to know on what grounds they were

ndicted? A. That I don't know, unless it 1s the testimony

before that Grand Jury.

Q@ That ﬁas with reference to the Primary Election, wasn't |

|
|
I
it? A. Yes, sir, |
|

Q@ When were the members of that board removed? Do you i

know? A, As soon as we completed the recount.

3
v
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lserves me right I think it was Mr, Wittreich.
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Q The Primary recounté A. The Primary recount, on
Stoebling and Ziegner. .
Q The recount of that district or the whole recount?
A VWhen wé completed the whole recount.

Q@ Then you went back over your records and you said,
"These fellows have not lived up to it,* and they were
removedé A, Yes, the whole board.

Q And youappointed a new board consisting of Mr,
Balas and Mr, Tem? A. I don't recall their names.,

Q@ They were here the other dayé A. Yes,

Q@ You were here, too? A, Yes,

Q How did you get the members of that boardé

A They were sent in by the leaders. |

Q@ And you accepted them as you had the other membersé
A Yes. Mr. Wittrelch appointed one of them and Mr.
iScheetz one, and Mr. Sullivan and I appointed the other
Democrats. ‘

Q@ That is the district from which one member testifiedé
A Yes, sir, ’

Q Balas? A. Yes.

Q@ Do you remember who appointed him? A. If my memory

Q Do you know on whose recommendation? A. No, I don't

pnow;

Q@ And the other two members who were appointed, which one}
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did you appoint? A, The Democrats.

Q I mean you, personally? A. Not personally; Mr.

Sullivan and I reappointed those,

Q@ On whose recommendation? A. On the executive
member's,

Q VWho is-- A. Commissioner McGovern is the executive
member,

Q That i1s, he is the Ward Chairman of that ward?

A Yes. '
Q Were you down on Election Dey, at any time?
A

No, sir, Commissioner Scheetz was there with Senator

I happened to be on some other assignment at the time.

| MR. YOUNG: Mr, Wiener; have you got the notes

of the testimony concerning the count in that districté
MR, WIENER: No, I don't have anj testimony. Do |

you want the result of the recount?

MR. YOUNG: Yes, what was the result of the
recount?
MR. GIULIANO: Forty-three difference.

MR. YOUNG: What was the total number of votes

cast?

MR, WIENER: The total number of votes cast was
535.

MR. YOUNG: There was a difference of forty-three%

MR, OSMERS: That was in the General Election.
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Q In other words, the additional difference in the
recount, of ten, that made it mandatory for you members to
throw out all the members of this board; is that righté

A - Yes,

Q I suppose you; much better than the members of the
district board, are acquainted with the requirements of the
Election Law, You have been at 1t long and have a more
general view of 1t, don't you?

A Yps.

Q@ Does your Board take any part in the instruction of
members of the district boards in their duties?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ What 1is 1it? A. We get them pamphlet forms, or
Mr. Stoebling gets that up before every Primary Election, and
it 1s mailed out to the district boards. ZEach individual
receives a copy of it calling theilr attention on who to vote
land who not to vote, and all that sort of instruction is
sent to the loeal board.

Q S8o the.tf as far as you are able, the members of the

local board know that they have to take an affidavit ffom a

: Ferson whose name appears on the challenge 1list? A. They

lshould.

Q@ As far as your Board 1s concerned, the people on the

i Focal board know that when people come in and ask for
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assistance, because they are 1lliterate and cannof read the
ballot, that certain questions have to be asked of them

and the information found must be written in the poll book?
A That is what he is supposed to do, but you know how
few of these electlon officers pay attention to those
instructions. It shows it up on the recount.

Q Has 1t, in the past, been your policy-- I suppose you
get the information, don't you, as to the result of an
election, the information as to the number of affidavits
taken and the number of people on the challenge 1list?

A Mr, Stoebling receives a copy of the challenge list
from Mr. Ferguson, also a copy of the so-called black list.
é He 1s the clerk of your Board? A. Yes,

'Q S8So that that information is within the purview,

kégistratlone, not the County Board. We get no results.
Q To whom are the affidavits taken, in response to
challenges? A. Affidavits on challenges?

Q@ Yes. A. That 1s supposed to be right in back of the
poll book.

Q@ They are separate affidavits, aren't they?

A It is right in the poll book, all the affidavits.,

Q Those are in regard to people unable to vote because

of disabllity or illiteracy? A. Yes,

Q@ And the people whose names appear on the challenge

possibly, of you? A. No, it is for him, as Commissioner of

i
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sheets sign a different affidavit, which 1s loose-leaf?

A That, I believe, goes to Mr, Stoebling. It does
not come to the County Board.

Q Dia ydur Board ever make any check tb determine
vhether the local boards have fulfilled their duties

under the statute? A. No. It only comes up under'a
recount or unless the attention is brought to the County
Board by the courts or a complaint is made,. Any complaint
that is made to the County Board on Election Day, we go right
down to see what the trouble is.

Q You have been on this Board for twelve years, and it
loocks as though you will be on again. A, Thank you.

Q@ And you have never bothered or your Board has never

Lothered as to whether your district election boards have
fulfilled their duties under the statutes, unless a complaint
is made from some outside sourcés? A. That is correct.

Q You give your instructions when a man's name appears on
&he challenge 1list? They havekgot to take an affidavit from
| them and if they don!'t take that affidavit you never bother
:Fo inquire whether they have or have not?

A I have never done it.

Q@ You have available to you, in the hands of your clerk,
fehallenge lists showing all the names of those who should
t vote? A. Yes.

Q And if, in the course of the General Election, it turns

=y
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oﬁt that more people voted than were registered in the
district, by reason of the subtraction of names on the
challenge lists from the total registration, you never bother
to inquire on that? A, No. That is related to the
Commissioner of Registration or the Superintendent of
Elections.

Q Here 1s a concrete example which I vould like to direct
your aftention to. In one district that we ex&mined ve
found 556 registered votes. ’ We found 50 people on the - .
challenge 1list, 6 people that voted without taking affidavits.
We found 7 people had taken affidavits, which left 517
eligible voters. We found 504 people who had voted in that
district. There 1s a discrepancy of 21 i1llegal voters -
somewhere., That appeared, of course, on your election
records and it appeared, I believe, in the papers, and your
Board did not put thelr heads together to find out why the
members of the election board had not done their job better?

A Isn't that the function of Mr, Ferguson? Why should
we Interefere with his investigation. It was up to him
to investigate and bring it to the attention of the court.

Q@ You, apparently, have no interest in the honesty
of the members of the board that you appoint? You appoint
them at the will of the Ward Chairmen and never check up to
see whether they are doing their duties? You do not make

an inquiry independent of challenges? A. No. Only on
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Election Day, we go to different polling places to see
whether or not they are functioning properly. We don't
!make an investigation.

Q Even after the Election ba.y results make it self-evident

that there must be some fraud? A. That just came out that

way.

‘ Q I have no desire to pay tribute to Mr. Reilly down
there, but in Eésex County,I believe, when they find that
the total number of votes for each party's candidates 1is the

same we open up the boxes and have a recount to find out

wvhat was wrong. You never think of doing that in Hudson,
do you? A. No, sir.

@ In other words, your Board is just an appointive board,
is that so? A. That is what we are. The 1930 Revision
took all our powers that we had prior thereto and placed them
in the hands of Mr. Stoebling, the clerk of the Board.

Q@ And these fellows whom you appoint are the agents of
the Board for tallying the votes, for taking the affidavits,
for seeing to it that people who are not qualified to vote
do not vote, and, as I say, you never trouble‘your heads
about 1t, as to whether they perform thelr duties? |

A I say that we go frop board to board on Election Day.

Q Unless someone hits your Board on the head with a court

order, saying, fYou are going to'do this,“ if you have got to

do i1t you do 1t otherwise you don't do 1t? A, That 1s
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true.

Q Your Board is also the Board that picks out polling }

place® A, Yes, sir,

Q How do you detgrmine that? A. The four members of |
the Board come in with recommendations for changes, and the !
clty clerks file their lists. We don't have to go by that
list if we don't care to., We Just make our own seleétion.

Mr. Scheetz and Mr. Wittreich can file theirs, and we

generally work it out amongst ourselves, They get some and

we get some, ' |
If we recelve a complaint that the place is too small
they investigate it and take it out of there and give it

proper light. Sometimes in the public schools they don't

put in proper light, which we had quite a number of
complaints in the past General Election, that quite a few of
the rooms were improperly lighted. That is a matter that
has to come before the Board on the selection of the polling !
places,

Q Let us bring it close to home. We have had plenty
of people here who have refused to testify., I don't know
wvhy or what the original reaéon was, that they were afraid

they would incriminate themselves, although they were public

officials in a public election held on November 2, 1937. Do

you regard that attitude and method of doing business as being

I8

justifiable, on the part of public officilals charged with the |
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iduty of honest elections? A. Of course, that is kind of
la legal question, Mr. Chalirman,

| |
|

Q@ I thought we had not talked to lawyers. That is why I |

|asked you. A. I am not familiar with that end of the law,

why they should testify and why they shouldn't testify.
Q Now, we find in this very first ward I have spoken abouf,

that there are 21 people more who voted than were eligible

|to vote, because there were not that many names on the |
| J
!registration books. Do you regard those people as being fit |

|
|members, people who let 21 more vote than are registered?

l A Oh, no, not on the face of it.
I

| Q@ Not on the face of 1it? A. No.

H Q@ Assuming, because it has not been denied, although the
Epeople were here and could have denied it, that floaters were
jallowed to vote in the Fifth District of the First Ward;

would you say those people should be continued as members of

that election board? A. That was only the testimony of one

Q There were three other members of the board here and

|
Jthey could have gotten up and said that he was a liar.
: |

L A They wouldn't answer. They wouldn't :do it.

Q@ So that,in regard to these people, you intend to take
notice when they are reappointed? A, I will have to cross

that bridge when I come to it. I don't know whether I will be

on or not.

|
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BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q Didn't you think that it was quite unusual, in the
First District of the First Ward, when over a hundred people
voted in the Republican Primaries, that the Republican
candidates in the General Election should receive one vote?

A I don't know anything about that.

Q Didn't you think that it was peculiar, and that
something should be done to investigate 1it?

A That should be investigated, I should think, by Mr.
Ferguson's office, He 1s an investigating bureau.

Q And I suppbse in the next Primaries, if the bureau does
not investigate this peculiar vote in that district, and you

are a member of the Board, then you will reappoint the men on

Q I suppose you have been on many recounts?
A I have been on quite a number.

Q What is the usual run of ballots that came out in
districts with erasures on?. A, Well, it is hard to say, Jim,
Q@ What was the usual return? A, That is hard to say,
Just the same as this past recount. Some districts, you had
fisix; some you had eight; other districts none. One district,

I think, we had twenty-two, and so on like that,
Q@ In another district we had thirty-seven? A. Yes,

Q@ Do you remember that district? Didn't you think that

that was quite unusual? A, Yes.

the Board? A, That I can't say at the present time, no, sip.




| gl
John J. Corcoran 1403

Q VWhat do you say of the people who had voted, first,
for the full Republican ticket, and fhen vent over and
voted for the Democratic ticket? Didn't you think it was
peculiar'that thirty-seven people should be making the same
mistake, first voting for the Republican ticket and then
erasing the full Republican ticket and voting the straight
Democratic ticket? A. Well, I didn't give it any thought
at all.

Q I suppose those men are going to be appointed unless.
somebody gets a court order or makes some objection?

A That I can't say at this time.

Q But you know, Mr. Corcoran, that out of only 800 ballots
every one that was erased was erased from the Republican
column? They had been marked originally for the Republican
_coiumn and then went over to the Democratic column?

A Just & moment, not all Republican. Democrats were
erased, too, James,

Q How many? A, I don't recall.

Q Suppose that I tell you, Mr, Corcoran, that there was
one or two? A. Only Democrats?

Q Yes, that was originally marked Democrats, out of 800
ballots, and I was one of the counsel? A. I myself was
lthere and you were not there one day when we had three

Pemocrats.

Q All right, let us say ten. I will go along at ten.

R ——



paii e B e i B —

John J. Corcoran 1404

Why 1s 1t? I ;ént to know, from your experience, can you giv
any reason why about 800 people should make mistakes, first
voting the Republican ticket and then having them erase the
full Republican ticket and voting the straight Democratic
ticket, whereas there are only ten who first voﬁed the
Democratic ticket and thenerased the Democratic ticket and
then voted the straight Republican ticket?

A I can't answer that.
. Q I suppose in all these districts where they have made
many erasures,'all those men are golng to be reappointed?
A That I couldn't say. ‘
Q Are there any erasers in the booths in Hudson County?
A No, sir.
Q This district where we have thirty-seven people who
. |lerased their ballots, I think it 1s the Eleventh Ward,
Twentieth District. Where 1s that district, Mr. Corcoran,
do you know? A. Offhand, No, sir, I couldn't tell you
that.
Q I take it that you are interested, as a member of the
Board, in the assignment of board members and the polling
places, and to see that the election is run, and when it 1s
over, you have no reason to lnvestigate any irregularities,
even though they come to your attention?

A If they come to our attention we investigate them, but

ny investigation that i1s to be done 1s really the function of
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Mr, Ferguson's office.
Q@ Mr. Corcoran, don't you honestly believe that a
district that has got thirty-seven erasures from top to
bottom on the Republican side, and not one on the Democratic
side, should be investigated?
A There 1s nothing in the law stating that we should
investigate that.
Q As a public official, do you think they could possibly
be== A, Well, you say thirty-seven in that district.
It must be, ﬁhen you say so. I haven't got the records.
Q Don't you think that that ought to be investigated?
A By the County Board of Elections?
Q@ Yes, A. I don't know. At the present time I am not
e, member,
Q I am always assuming that you are going to be re-
mppointed. A. Thank you, Jim,
Q I aﬁ always assuming. Don't you think that that
Fhould have been investigated? A. In a way. How could we
Ainvestigate erasures?
MR. YOUNG: The same way that Mr., Rellly did,
call in the members of the Board and question them,
THE WITNESS: We did have the Board in,

Q We couldn't question them unless we did it through you,

A You questioned them.

Q@ VWhen we started we had to do it through you. Isn't it
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Ia practise that no city or county employee should serve on :
the election board? Isn't that your practise over there?

A That they shouldn't?
; Q Yes. A. They do.

Q@ And most of the district boards have clty employees

‘and county employees? A. No.

| Q A great many of them? A. There is quite a few,

|not all. .
Q Every board that we have had here, the Democratic
members have been on the city or county payroll.

| A That I don't know. I was only here the other day. ‘

Q The ones that you heard were on the county or city !

payroll? The two Democratic members who were here the other
day, were they on the county or city pPayroll?

A I couldn't say.

Q Isn't it the practise on your Board to try to give some

of these people who have got jobs, the right to serve, so !

that they can make a few dollars on Election Day; as long as
they are qualified, of course? ‘

A Yes,

Q And there are very few who are employed by the Board
who are not on the city or county payroll? A A, Tﬁey are i
not all employed by the city or county,

Q I didn't say "all".
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BY MR. WIENER:

Q Ex-commissioner, that Primary Election that we are
hearing so much about; in your opinion as a former expert
on elections;- you are an expert on elections?

A I don't set myself up as an expert.

Q I consider you an expert. A. Thank you.

Q@ Do you think that the elections in these election
districts were conducted in a falr and honest manner?

A The recount proved it wasn't,

Q And it wasn't a fair and honest election,so that we
finally have come across a public official, you; who admits
that elections in Hudson County are sometimes’crooked?

A Oh, now-- there you go. That would be pretty, Mr,
Chairman., David! David! Davidi'

Q@ Is there any doubt in your mind that the Primary Electio;
las held in September, 1937, resulted in a judicial opinion
Lhich sald that there was fraud and corruption in that
election? ‘A, Well, on the face of it, the Grand Jury
indicted thirty-four board members,

Q@ And that all was as a result of certain facts and
rmestimony wh;ch was presented to the Grand Jury?

A Yes.,

Q@ So that, we have a situation where there was a General

Flection held in Hudson County in November, 1937, and as a

1
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result of the results in that election 102 election district
officials were indicted and one of the offices contested
for, the election as to that office was thrown out?

A‘ Yes, that is in the Primary; not the Generai.

Q@ In other words, you might not think it is practising
fraud in the Primaries? A. On the face of 1t it shows that.

Q@ Or do they just do Spring training in the Primaries
and shoot the works in the winter.

A I can't answer that.

Q Mr, Corcoran, I had the pleasure of serving with you
for ten or eleven weeks in the recount. A, Yes, sir, and
I took it on the chin In them ten weeks from you.

MR. YOUNG: Mr. Wiener seems to be of a different
opinion.

THE WITNESS: Gluliano and Mr, Wiener
certainly know different.

MR. GIULIANO: The only difference between us 1s
that you got paid and we didn't.

MR. WIENER: And I had to approve your bill. That
is the irony of it.

THE WITNESS: I thank you for that, too.

Q Mr, Cbrcoran, during those ten or eleven weeks, while
you were taking it on the chin, you heard a great number of
iHobjections concerning erasures? A, That is right,

Q@ You also heard a great number of objections concerning
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similar markings? ,A. Yes, sir,

Q@ You also heard a great number of objections concerning
the names in the poll books? A. Yes, sir. |

Q@ You also heara a great number of objections as to

the similarity of names 1n’the Poll books? A. Not about
similarity of names, no.

Q Didn't you hear me on a number of occasions say, "Here
1s a whole batch of them that look slike? I said it.

The signatures or names? ‘

The signatures, names written by the same people.

> o P

Yes, you made that remark.

Q And you also were acquainted with the fact that there
wvere a majority of the districts where no affidavits were
taken? A. And I always called that to the attention of the
#oard.

Q@ You were also acquainted with the fact that
1dent1fication statements were missing, and that is where
eople had voted by means of an "X"? A. Yes, you called
hat to the attention of the Board.

Q In other vofds, those conditions which the other counsel

pnd myself brought to the attention of your Board were similar
ko those set forth in a petition asking for an investigation
I by the Supreme Court, as you probably know?

‘A Yes, I knov,

Did you know that some of the grounds requesting relief i
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from the Supreme Court were those grounds which were found
lin the recount? A, No, sir, I knew nothing about the
grounds of the 1nvestigation;
Q However, you admit that all of these conditions which
were brought to your attention were heard by the Hudson
County Board of Elections? A, Yes, sir, although the
Commissioners were there at the time,

Q Were you at any time present during the investigation
into the Primary Election by Circult Court Judge Brown?

A No, sir, When the recount was on, 1f7you will recall,
Dave--

MR. WIENER: If the members of the Committee
please, I have before me a pamphlet which purports
to be that of the Hudson County Circuit Court, in the
matter of contest of election of Charles F. Stoebling
to the office of member 6f the Republican Stéte
Committee of Hudson County, August Ziegner, petitioner,
and a similar matter éoncerning the contest of the
election of Daisy Douglas to the office of member of
the Republican State Committee from Hudson County,
Jennie C. Smith, petitioner. It is a finding of facts
and conclusions of law.
I would like. to, in reading from this decision,

point out to you that the elections in this petition on

vhich the election of Charles Stoebling and Daisy
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Douglas was declared no contest, were facts which were
similar to the facts and disclosures claimed in the
Moore-Clee recount, in spite of the fact that Senator
Clee was not permitted to be heard by the Supreme:
Court; that i1s, his evidence was thrown out before it
could be heard.

If the Committee please, before I read certain
excerpts which I think should be read into the record,
to draw an ahalogy between conditions in the Primary
and the General Election, I suggest that this opinion,
handed down by Circuit Court Judge Thomas Brown be
transcribed completely in the minutes.

MR. YOUNG: I don't think so. It costs too much
money.

MR. WIENER: It is very important.

MR, YOUNG: Mr, Osmers has to go, and I am sorry
to interrupt Mr. Corcoran. Perhaps he will come back
some day and answer a question, and we will congratulaté
him on his reappointment. So long as that is the
case we will adjourn now.

MR. WIENER: I will have to reframe my question
over, that I asked of an Ex-.commissioner,

THE WITNESS: I will come back.

&
v
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MR. YOUNG: We want to read into the record
the result of the recheck of the vote for the Third
Ward, Tenth District. The result of the recount on
Governor Moore and Senatqr Clee were as follows:

There were 32 originally for Clee, and the
recount showed 44 for him. The original count in
that district was Moore 525 and the recount showed
' 506. We have gone through these ballots, and the
first number that I give will be the original count
and the number after that will be the number shown

by our recheck.

Miles 26 32
Hassard 26 33
Weber 26 32
Spaldl 27 36
Thomas 26 29
Law 26 32
Brennan 26 34
Witzgall 26 32
Stuhr 26 32
Feinberg 26 34
Woolsey 26 30
Ahlers 26 ).
Moorecraft 25 ' 29

Ruggles 25 31
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Taft 26 3 .'
Watson 25 31
On the Democratic side the vote was as I'ollo'ws.,i
the first figure being the original count and the
second figure being the recount figure:
Stout 526 k99
Walker 526 515
Maloney 526 515
Bischoff 526 512
Artaserse 526 515 |
Beronio ‘ 526 516
Pesin 525 512 |
Szadowski 525 517 |
Ajamian 525 512
Wilson 525 512
Cohen - 525 516
Heffron | 526 516 |
Fleming 526 513
McDonough 525 514
Sweeney 526 509
Vanderbach 526 509
Kleffmann 525 508
Gordon " g25 502
Not even by accldent did the Board count a
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greater number of votes for any single candidate.

ANNA WALKER, being duly sworn according to
law, testified as follows:

MR, WIENER:A Before we go ahead with Miss
Walkef}s testimony I want to go back to these results,
I believe you included in there sixteen erasures in
the Republican ticket.

MR. YOUNG: Found in the recount?

MR. WIENER: Yes. The recount of the offices
other than governor, as condﬁcted by this Committee
this morning, that is, the results of your recount
this morning are those that actually and physically
appear on the face of all the ballots, including
the erased ballots, so that these sixteen straight
Republican ballots that were erased-- in fact, making
a total of thirty-two ballots-- are votes that were
taken from #11 the Republican candidates. For example,
if you take the Governor, there 1s a discrepancy of
thirty-one in the actual count and thirty-two as the
result of ballots which were erased, making a
discrepancy in this one district of sixty-three votes
on the count alone. That does not include floaters

or fraudulent voters or any other type.

MR, YOUNG: You mean to tell us that 1f these
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ballots had not been erased there would be another
difference, 1in favor of Senator Clee, of thirty-two?
MR. WIENER: The whole Republican ticket,
all the way down the line, there were sixteen erased.
In other words, there i1s an actual physical discrepa.ncy|
on the ballots alone of sixty-three votes, without

counting illegal voting by floaters and so forth, which

may have taken place at the polling place. !

EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:
Q Miss Walker, where do you live? A, 76 Sussex

Street.

Q@ You served as a Republican election official in the
Third Ward, Tenth District, on Election Day? A. Yes.

Q~ As such official you reported for work in the morning
in this district? A, Yes,

Q You do not 1live in this district, do you? A. No.

Q@ What were your duties on this election board? Were you
clerk or inspector? A. Clerk.

Q As clerk what was your job? A. To write the names in
the book.

Q You wrote the names in the poll books when the people
came in and gave you the name and address?

A Yes,.

Q@ Did you compare signatures? A, Yes, sir,
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Q@ That was your job? A. Yes, sir.
Q@ Now, I show you a challenge 1list and ask you if the
signature purporting to be that of one Anna Walker, 76 Sussex
Street, on the first sheet, is your signature?
A It is.

You signed that? A. Yes.

You signed the other three sheets, I take it? A. Yes.

Q
Q
Q Were these challenge sheets used on Election Day?
A On and off.

Q

On and off? A, Yes,
not

Q Well, I notice that there is,one notation, although
there are forty names of voters on this challenge sheet; there
1s not one notation as to whether anybody applied to vote,
wheﬁher anybody did vote, whether anybody was refused the
lopportunity to vote, or whether anybody made an affidavit,
80 1t really was not used so much.
A I don't know. The people down at that districte- I
ficked it up a couple of times.
Q Do you know of anybody that came in and gave a name that
was on this 1ist? A. No.
Q@ Who héd Physical possession of this challenge sheet; the
Judge of the Board? A, Yes.

Q What is his name? A. I don't know.

Q Peter Cucorullo? A, I don't remember the name.
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Q You don't live in that district, do you?

A No, I don't.

Q You never attended to any voter whose name was on
this challenge list, d4id you? A, No.

Q You mean that it just happened that the people that
you took care of when they voted, were not on this challenge
1list? A. Right.

Q Do you know whether or not any of the people on this
list were permitted to vote? A, I don't know.

Q Could you look at it and refresh your memory? Can't
you tell by examining the list? Look at the names.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Miss Walker, which book did you have, the A to K or the
L to 27 A. I just put the names in the poll book.

Q There are two poll books. A, I didn't have.either
one of the poll books.

Q You didn't have either one of the signatu;e copy
registers? A. No.

Q Was this your first time on the election board?

A No.

Q Did you serve in this district before? A. No.

Q Where did you serve before?” A, The First Ward, First
District.

Q The First Ward, First District? A. Right,

AH Q VWhen did you serve? Did you serve in the Primary?
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A No.
Q Did you serve in this district in the Primary?
A The General.

Q Just in the General, not in the Primary? A. DNot in
the Primary.

Q Can you give us soﬁe idea of just how this Board
operated in taking the votes? What was the system of going
about 1t? Did you say that you didn't have the signature
copy registers? You had the poll book?

A Yes,

Q@ Which one did you have, A to K or L to Z? A. I had

the both.

Q@ You had both poll books? A, Yes,
Q 80 that whenever any voter presented himself to vote |

all you did was to write his name in the poll book and presend
it to him for his signature? A. Right, j
Q You didn't have the signature copy register under your \
scrutiny, d4id you? A. No. ]
Q At any time during the day? A. I don't remember,
Q ‘ Some members of the board went out to lunch or supper, (
didn't they? A. Yes. |
Q During that time there were only three members left? E

Were there always three members there? A, There was always

three members there.

Q@ When the other members of the board would be out, you
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would still have charge of the poll books? You never diad
take over the signature copy registers, is that so?
A No.
Q You never did have a chance to compare the signature
which the voter signed in the poll book‘with the signature
on the signature copy register, did you?
A I daia.
Q@ Just how was that worked? Could you tell us that?
A What do you call the po;l books? The books that you
write in?
Q@ Yes, A. The other two are binders?
Q@ You didn't have the binders at all? A. No, the other
fellow. I didn't have the binders.
Q Who did have the binders? A. The other clerk.
Q Both of them? A. Yes,
Q You had a pretty big district there, didn't you?
A Yes,
Q@ As the voters would come in, they would give their namesﬂ
of course; to the person in charge of the binders?
A Yes, .
Q And the person in charge of the binders, what would he
do? A. Classify their signatures.

quite
Q I don't,know what you mean by "classify their signaturesA

A He has got me all upset.

MR. WIENER (To the witness): You are nervous.
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There 1s no reason why you should be.

BY MR. OSMERS:

Q@ Would it be any easier if you told us in your own words
what Qéppened, when a voter would come in, what directions
he went through?

A Just asked for their names and addresses and signed
in the book.

Q The person with the binder would look up in the binder-
to see if the name and address was there? A. Yes.

Q Then you would write the 1nformation.on the poll book,
his name and address? A. Yes,

Q Then I suppose you would write the bailot number in
the book which was called off by the judge or the inspector,
wouldn't you? A. Yes,

Q@ Then you would give the‘poll book to the voter to sign?

A Yes, .

Q@ That is what happened? A. Yes,

Q@ After he had signed, what did you do?% A, Then I got

his ballot.

Q@ You went and got the ballot? A. The voter did.

Q What did the voter do with respect to comparing his
signature which he had signed before, with the one in the
inder? A. If I saw he was all right, I would let him go.

Q@ Did you ever see any that were not all right?

A No.
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BY MRS. SANFORD:
Q You did compare the signature with that in the book?
A I did, at times.

BY MR. YOUNG:

You did, at times? A, Yes, if I had a chance.

It wvas pretty hard? There was generally a line?

» © ©

Yes.

Q You only had one ballot box and you had over 500 people
voting on-Elegtion Day? A. That is right.

Q You were handling the signatures for all the voters,isn!
that so? A. Until I went out for lunch.

Q VWhen you came back from lunch d4id you resume that job?
A Yes.,

Q Even though there was a line of voters they didn't

take the poll books out of your possession? You still .
continued? A, Yes.

Q They dldn't divide them up so that one group could go
to the A to K? A. No, ‘

Q No matter what your name was they stood in the same line
Lf voters and all signed in your presence? A. Yes,
Q Who was the other clerk, with the binder?

A I don't know his name. I don't know none of the
pfficlals! names,

Q VWhen you had a chance, you compared the signatures?

A Yes.

Tr
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Q You didn't always have a chance? When you had a

chance you didn't find anybody signing a signature that

didn't look like the one in the binder? A, No.
Q@ You don't know as to what the signatures mey have been |
that were put there when you didn't have a chance to compare i
them? A. They was there. |
BY MR. WIENER: : _

Q@ What were the other three members of the board doing
while you were doing all the work? Were they out?

A No, they were there,

Q If you were taking éare of the poll books, comparing
signatures, writingvthe names, what were the other three
people doing? Did they do any work at all?

A One took care of the books.

Q What books? A. The binders.

Q If he took care of the binders then he would be the one
to make the compérison of the signatures? A. Yes, Hell,l
I did that too. I looked at it, too. |
Q How many times during the day did you look at it?

A I don't remember.

Q Four times, five times? 557 people voted. How many
times did you look at the books? A. (There was no answer)
Q Is it the clerk's job to compare the signatures?

A Yes.

Q Is that why you are saying that you did it, whether you

did it or not, because you feel that should have been your job
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Is that the truth? &, Yes.

Q@ In other words, you thought you should have done it
and because you didn't do it that is why you are now saying
you did it, is that right? A, Yes.

Q As a matter of fact, you know you didn't compare any
signatures? You know that is not the practise there? You
were not the Judge of the Board? A. VNo.

Q And ﬁhose districts are usually run as the district
judge s=ys they are to be run? He gives the instructions

in those districts? A. Yes.,

Q Your instructions were to write the names and addresses
of people in the books as they came in, is that right?

A No.

Q What were your instructions? A. Gee, I don't remembe]
Q@ VWere you given any instructions at all? Were you
threatened before you came~here today? A. No.

Q@ Why are you afraid to tell us what your instructions
were? A. Referring to what instructions?

Q As to what your dutlies were on Election Day in the
polling place. A. (There was no answver,)

Q@ All we want is the truth. We are not seeking to harm
Wou or anybody else. We would like to know what happened in
this district on Election Day. We would like to know the
truth. You don't have to benervous and fearful. Nobody is

polng to harm you. If you are assigned to a certain job, I

il
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assume that you did it. You appear to be a perfectly
honest and reasonable person. I am not asking you to imagine
things. Your job was to take the names and addresses of
people as they came in, and we want to know if those were
your instructions? A, That is all I got instructions,

the names and addresses.

Q@ You were hot told to compare signatures? A. No.

Q In reference to this other man who had control of the
signature copy register books, he didn't permit you to come
over with the poll books and compare the signatures, did he?
A No.

Q ‘He just asked you for the name and address of the
person and made a notation as to the ballot number being
glven that person, is that right? A. Right.

Q Nobody compared signatures, did they? A. I told you
I did for a while. I don't know the details of it.

Q@ How many names did you compare? A, I don't know.

Q@ What part of the day was 1t when you did compare
signatures} in the morning, afternoon or night?

A In the early part of the afternoon.

Q@ Say, from about one ﬁo two or twelve to two?

A About that.

Q@ During the course of two hours the signatures were com-

jpared by you? A. Yes.

Q@ And how many voters would you say came into the polling
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Place during the hours of twelve to two?

A I couldn't tell you; I don't remember,

Q The polling booth is open about twelve hours, is that
right? A. Yes.,

Q And if you had 557 voters that means the average would
run about 45 an hour, is that right? A. That is right.

Q Considering that twelve to two is hot the busiest
time of the day for voters, it would be reasonable to say

that there were 30 or 40 people coming in during that time

of the day? A. Yes,

Q@ You say that you compared the siénatures of approximateﬂy
30 or 40 people? A, Yes., i
Q Did anybody else compare the signatures there, that
you know of? Did you see anybody else comparing signatures? |
A I didn't see anybody.
Q Did you see anybody at all comparing signatures?

A No.

|
Q How many people came in and claimed that they were
illiterate voters? A. I don't remember,
Q@ Was there a large number of pPeople who voted by means |
of "Xts"? A, I don't remember.
Q If I say to you that the poll books disclose that there
Were 27 people who claimed that they could not read or write,
Wwould that refresh‘your memory? A. I couldn't tell you.

Q@ There were some, were there not? A, There were sone,
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but I don't remember how many.

Q Were these people asked 1if they were citizens?

A No.

Q |Was anjbody who could not read or write asked if he
or she was a citizen? A. TNo,

Q Dia anybédy ask them to produce their citizenship
papers? A.. No.
Q@ Did anybody ask them to identify themselves as
being illiterate people? A. No.
Q Did anybody make an affidavit that they were assisting
people to vbte? A. Not that I>remember.
Q How many people were assisted in voting in this
district during Election Day? A. Quite a few.
Q A great number? A. Yes.
Q Would you say that 150, one out of every three that
came in? A, That I couldn't say.
Q@ Would you say it was a hundred? A. I don't know.
Q What is your thought, as to a great number? What do
you think would be a great number? A hundred?
A I didn't say a great number., I sald, "Quite a few.”
Q@ Excuse me. I don't want to change foﬁr words,
What would you say quite a few people meant to you, in numbers?
I am not trying to tie you down, I would like to get a

thought as to what you feel to be a reasonable number; what a

feasonable number, in your mind, is. Would you say a hundred
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A No.

Q@  About seventy-five? A, About twenty.

Q There must have been more than twenty if twenty-seven
people voted by means of "X's." The poll books show that
twenty-seven people voted'by méans of "X's", claiming they
couldn't read or write. The§ musf have had assistance. Were

there any people who were given assistance who did write their

names ? A. Yes.,
Q@ So that there must have been more than twenty-seven,
is that right? If a man came in and wrote hls name he was
given assistance? A, Yes,
Q  How @1d that happen? Did he ask for assistance?
A He asked for assistance,
Q What did he say? Did he say, "I want help to mark my
ballot 2" A. Yes,
Q Who would usually go in and vote with him? A, The
inspector of the board.
Q@ The inspector of the board? A. The Judge of the Board.
Q You mean the Judge? A. Yes,
Q@ Who would go in when he wasn't there or was he there all
day? A. Hq was there all day.
Q@ Who would go in and mark the ballot? A. One Democratid’
worker and one Republican worker,

Q@ How many times during the day d4id you go in and help or

--ﬂ?saist? A. None.
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Q You never went in? A. No.

Q Was there any assistance asked for while the other

Republican was out for lunch or dinner? A. He stayed there
all day.

Q He never even went qut? A. No.

Q  He didn't eat? A. He ate but he didn't go out.

Q He went in every time? A. Yes,

Q With Cucorullo? A. Yes.

Q@ Did you notice some pf these people who could read or
write, who asked for assistance? A, Yes.

Q Did you look them over? Do»you recall any of them
y face, or recall what type of people? A. No.

Q Were there any peoplé whom you would say were Americans
ho looked like Americans? A, New voters, first vétérs.

Q How many first voters do you think you had in your
district? How many first voters do you think you had;
fifteen, twenty? A. About twenty.

Q If you had twenty first voters who wanted assistance,

t means that you had twenty-seven 1lliterate and twenty -

irst voters, which makes forty-seven people who got assistancé.

ow, did any of these first voters claim that they couldn't
ead or write? A. They didn't know how to vote.

Q@ They didn't claim they couldn't read or write?
A No.

@ Most of them were young people twenty-one years of age,
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who had never voted before? A, Yes.
Q In other words, that i1s a separate classification from

these twenty-seven people who were illiterate, 1s that so?

‘A Yes,
Q All those voters were given assistance, 1s that riéht?
A Right.
Q You say that you never went in the booth? A. No.

Q Did you ask if you could go into the booth at any
time? A, The other fellows were there., I didn't have
to go in.

Q You took it for granted that they would take care of
everything? Right? A. Yes,

Q To get back to this challenge sheet a minute, did you
hear the vote of any person challenged in the district on
that day? A. I don't remember.

Q Did you challenge anybody's vote? A. No.

Ql Did any other members of the board challenge anybody's
vote? A. No.

Q There wasn't one challenge by any member of the board?
A To.

Q@ Did you see any voter meke an affidavit of residence?
A No.

Q That he lived at any certain address? A. No.

Q In other words, anybody that voted and gave a name and

address that could be found in the book was permittéd to vote

b

3
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is that right? Isn't that true? A. Right.

Nobody was denied a ballot in that district on Election

Day, 1s that right? A. No.

Did you receive any instructions from anybody as to

permitting everybody to vote? A. No.

Did you, yourself, at any time suggest that the

Ehallenge sheet be used? A. Yes.

Q@ What was told to you? A. I can't talk.

Q@ Take a drink of water. A. (The witness drank some
}fater.)

Q I will add to that question. What was told to you, whe

ou suggested that the challenge sheet be used?

A

Q

Q

Nothing was told to me.
Didn't you receive an answer to your suggestion?

(There was no answer.)

MR. WIENER: Mr. Stenographer, will you please

read the previous question to her,

(The last question was read by the

stenographer. )
THE WITNESS: No.

Nobody paid any attention to you?  A. No. I didn't

ven see this.

Q

You never saw it, is that right, except when you were

sked to sign 1it? A. No.

You never saw it all day long? It wasn't on the table?
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A It was on the table but I didn't look at it.
Q What did you mean when you said that you never saw it?
A Because I don't know the people who voted down there,
Q What did you mean when you said that you never saw 1t?

MR. YOUNG: What did you mean before?

o

Did you mean that you personally did not use 1it?
A I didn't use 1it.

Q@ Did you mean that the other members of the board did

not use it? A. They looked at it every now and then.
heard
Q You never,them challenge a voter, did you?

A No.

Q@ You never heard them ask anybody if they lived at a

certain address? A, No.
Q You are sure of that? A. Yes.
Q Where was this challenge sheet during the day?
A It was on the table.
Q@ On the table where the books were? A, Yes,
Q Facing upwards like that (indicating)? A. Yes.
Q@ Who do you .femember seeing, picking it up?
A I don't remember now.
Q@ Was it picked up while a voter was registering the vote?
A Yes.,

BY MR. YOUNG:
Q By whom, Miss Walker? Who had charge of the challenges#

A One of the board workers.,
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Q@ Which one? A. The Judge of the Board.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q In other words, the Judge of the Board had control of
it? A. And a few of the other workers, too.

Q He would pick it up and look at it and say nothing to

the voter? Ae LNOG

Q You never heard him say anything to any voter whose

name might have been or might not have been on this challenge
list? A. No. |

Q In other words, this challenge list was not used for
the purpose that it was intended for? Is that right?

A No.

Q@ Do you know what a challenge list is? A. Yes.

Q Did you ever read what it said on the back of a
challenge 1list? A. No.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Miss Walker, when did you first go to work on an electi@n
board? A, About fomr or five yéars ago.

Q When? A. Five years ago.

Q@ Five years ago? A, Yes.

Q Were you always down in the First Ward before this year?
A Yes-~ no, I was not in the First. I was in the
?econd.

Q@ In the Second Ward? A. No.
Q@ Where were you in this last Primary? A. I wasn't work-

ing on the board at the Primary.
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BY MR. PALESE:

Q I understand that you didn't live in this districf
wvhere you were working on Election Day? A. No, I don't.

Q. How far do you live from the polling place?

A The First Ward, Second District.

Q You live in the Second District? A. Yes.,

Q@ Where were you working on November 2nd? A. The Tenth
Ward, Third District. '

BY MR. OSMERS:

Q The Tenth District, Third Ward? A. The Tenth
Distriét, Third Ward.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q Ié that some distance from where you live?

A Yes,

Q Did you know any of the people who lived in the district
where you were working gn November 2nd? A. I don't know
nobody.

Q@ Had you ever been an election officer in that precinct
where you were working last November? A, I had not.

Q When did you know that you were to work in that
district last November? When did you get your orders to

go there? A, Two days before,

Q@ Who gave you instructiens that you were to report to '

that district for Election Day?  A. Benjamin Zelinski. .

i Q@ Who is he? A, 'The committeeman from the First Ward.
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Q He is the coomitteeman from the First Ward, the
Republican committeeman? A, Yes, sir.

Q Did he come to your home or did he write you that

you were to be there on Election Day? A, He just came to

my home.

Q He just came to your home? A. Yes,

Q Had you told him that you wanted to work on Election
Day? I understood that you did not work at the Primary last
lyear, is that correct? A, Yes.

Q ﬁow did he know that you were desirous of wanting to
work in the General Election? A. He didn't know. He.just
asked me if I wanted to work.

Q@ You didn't know ahead of time that you were going to be
asked to work? A. No.

EY MR. YOUNG:

Q Had you made an applicétion fof a position as a member
of the election board? A, What was the question?

Q Had you made an applicatién for a position as a member
pf the district election board? A, Yes.

Q When did you make that application? A. I don't
remember.

Q Did you make it for this General ﬁlection or was it year#
Lefore? In other words, what I am asking you, Miss Walker,

iid Mr. Zelinski know that you wanted to work at the General

Election last year?  A. He had asked me. I gave him my
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answer.

.

Q@ When? Two days before? A. No, before that.

Q How long before? A. I don't remember.
Q@ You don't remember how long before you had spoken to {
him about trying to get on the election board?

A  No.

Q Is that your signature (indicating)? A. Right.

Q@ But you do know that he came to see you two days before,
for this position? A. Right.

Q Did he tell you where to go? A. Yes,

Where did he tell you to go? A. To 32 8School.

You knew where it was, did you? A. Yes,

Had you ever been there before as an election officer? |

» O oo ©

No.
Q@ And I presume you were paid for your work on Election
Lay, were you not? A. Yes.
Q@ Who paid you? A, Did I get paid?
Q Yes. As X didﬁ't get paid yet.
Q You mean that you have not been paid for working on
November 2nd? A, No.
BY MR. WIENER:
Q Are they holding up your pay to see how you testify?
A I don't know.
BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ Have you made any demands for it? A. No.
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Q In other years when you worked, did you have to wait

{| from November 2nd, to March 8th before you could get your

how long did you have to wait for your money, after the

General Election? A, Not as long as this.,
Q. When was it when you usually got your money in other

3 elections, not last year? How long did you have to wait?

A month? A. Right.
' to
.h Q@ Have you been,see Mr, Zelinski about your pay?

A No.

your pay within a month after the General Election, why
haven't you been around to see him to ascertain why you

have not been paid up to the present time? You didn't

need the money? A. No.

Q& You don't need money? A, No, I don't.
Q Is that the reason why you have not been around to see
jhim? A. (There was no answer.)

{BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Do you have a job, Miss Walker? A. No.

[BY MR. PALESE:
T
J @ Why haven't you been around to see Mr. Zelinski about

I

fgour pay for wbrking on November 2nd? A. I usually wait

'f-til I get word.
|

- Q@ You usually wait until you get word, and if you never

money; in other years when you worked as an election officer

Q@ Why haven'!t you? If you had been accustomed to getting
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get word you will never go and ask about 1t?
A I will ask for it, don't worry. t'
Q@ VWhen do you expect to ask for it, tomorrow?

MR; WIENER: Tonight. She earned it today.

THE WITNESS: How long do I have to stay here?

MRs; SANFORD: 7You will stay until you answver
the questions.

MR, PALESE: You meke it just that much longer
by trying to evade questions. When do you expect to
ask Mr, Zelinski for your pay for November 2nd?

THE WITNESS: After I get out of here.

BY MR. WIENER:
Q@ Miss Walker, will you please read the instructions on

the back of this challenge sheet (handing the witness a paper)

.

A (The witness looks at paper.)

Q Now, Miss Walker, you have read the instructions?

A Yes,

Q And these instructions, which are excer;ts from the
Election Laws of the State of New Jersey, say th;t the
chairman or the acting chairman of the local electlon boards
shall challenge the vote of any person whose name is on any
of thege challenge sheets, and 1f the person, after being
jlchallenged, insists that he or she lives at the address

ﬁppearing in the signature copy registry book, it then becomes

*he duty of the Judge to have this person make an affidavit an?




Anna Walker 1439

swear to an affidavit that he or she resides at the address
where their vote has been challenged; and if the person makes
the affidavit and votes it 1s the duty of the Judge to enter
into the column on the challenge sheet which says, "Remarks,”
that they voted by affidavit. In the event that they
refuse to vote they put, "Refused to vote,"and if they are
not permltted to vote because they would nbt sign the
affidavit, such remarks may be made in that column. You
understand that as the 1aw§. A. Yes.

Q@ After reading and hearing my analysis of what a
challenge 1s, do you still say that these instructions were
not carried out in this district? A, Right.

Q By any member of the election board, 1s that so?

A Right. |

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Do you think you could be more competent to testify

1f we went into the other foom, without any of the newspaper
men or spectators? A. I haven't got much to say.

@ VWe would like to get along and perhaps we would be

%oré comfortable and it would go faster, and we will do that.

MR. YOUNG: Suppose, Mr, Wiener, you let Miss
Walker step down and we will hear her in the other room.

MR. WIENER: Do you want to have Miss Walker
come back at two ofclock?

MR. YOUNG: If she will walt,
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MR. WIENER: Do I take it that you are going
to adjourn for lunch?

MR. YOUNG: No, we are not going to adjourn
for lunch, I am not going to adjourn for lunch, You
can put your other witnesses on the stand now and we
expect to go into the other room with Miss Walker, where
she won't be embarrassed by everybody.

MR. WIENER: I will call Mr. Weiss,

MR. BENNETT A. ROBBINS: I would 1like to have

it noted on the record that I appear for Mr.Weiss.
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WILLIAM WETISS, being duly sworn accordling to
law, testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

What is your full name? A, William Weiss,

Where do you live? A, 308 Fifth Street, Jersey City.

That is right in this election district?

» O © ©

That is right.
Q Mr. Weiss, did you serve as a member of the district
election board of the Third‘ﬂard, Tenth District, on November
2, 19377 A. I did.
8] In what capacity d4id you serve on this election board?
A I refuse to answer the question, sir,
Q You refuse to answer the Question? . A. I refuse to
pnswer the question.
Q@ Why? A. By advice of counsel.
MR. PALESE: Maybe he doesn't understand the
word "capacity.” Ask him if he worked there.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q Mr; Welss, did you work there in that district on that
day? A. I refuse to answer.
BY MR. WIENER:
Q@ Who did the work that day? A. I refuse to answer.

Q@ Mr, Weiss, do you understand that this is a committee

lof the New Jersey Assembly, a branch of the Legislature, and

rhis Committee, in its functions, is endeavoring to ascertain
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facts and circumstances surrounding the General Election of
November 2, 1937, and that this Committee is interested in
these factsrénd circumstances so that it may make a report
to the Legisiature of the State of New Jersey, in order that
proper remedial legislation might be passed ®uring any
qircumstances which are brought about as a result of the
Election Law as 1t exists today, and this Committee 1s not [
interested in persecuting or prosecuting you or any other
electipn officer; that we are not interested in making any
criminal charges against anybody as a result of any findings
we make? Do yoﬁ understand that?

A I refuse to answver.,

Q You refuse to answer as to whether or not you understand
it? &, I refusé to answer any questions.

Q You therefore refuse to answer any Questions that I may
put to you concerning your conduct as an election officer

in the Third Ward, Tenth District, on November 2, 1937?

A I refuse to answer all questions on advice of counsel.
Q@ Did you tell your counsel what happened on Election Day?
A I refuse to answer,
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q You did say that you were a member of the election board
llon that day, didn't you? A. I refuse to answer,

Q You refuse to answer as to whether or not you had

&estified that way? A. (There was no answer.)
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BY MR. WIENER:

Q@ On December 24, 1937, at nine a.m. you appeared before
vhere you
the Hudson County Board of Electionshwere summoned as a
result of certain frauds and illegglities which a certain

recount of your district disclosed, at which time Yyou gave

certain testimony, did you not? A. I refuse to answer,

Q@ And in your testimony, amongst other things, you were
asked a question, "t any time did you and the lady who

was tallying get to a point where your tally did not agree?"
Your answer was yes, A. I refuse to answer.

Q You were then asked a question, "What da1d you do?” And
you saild, 5“9 checked 1t up. 8he probébly would have one or
two ahead of me'or I would be one ahead of her, and we would

even it up.”

Did you so testify? A. I refuse to answer the

juestion.

- Q The question was put to you, "You would add up and bring
it to her total eryour total without going over the ballots
again?" And your answer was, "Yes, to make 1t even."

Did you not so testify? A. I refuse to answer by
advice of counsel. .

Q@ And then you were asked a Question, "Did you at any time

in the course of the counting, disagree?" And your answer

d your answer was "Four or five times, maybe six.”
T e o o e
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Then you were asked a question, "To what extent digd
you disagree? And the answer i1s "One or two or three, and
one time it was about seven votes;" Is that true?

A I refuse to answer. ‘

Q@ Then you were asked a question, "At the end of the tally
did you at any time fix upon any amount which each one was
going to get; in other words, 'We will give Clee so many and
ﬁoore so many?'" And your answer was no, and you also said,
“Well, at the final count we even had one out and we
straightened that out and balanced that out. I don't re-
member whether it was taken off or put on.” Is that correct?
A I refuse to answer any questions.

Q@ And then you were asked a Question, "As a matter of
fact, the tallying was very bad,” and your answer was, "I
was mixed up all night. Nobody showed me how to tally, i
dldn't know the first thing how to tally."? Was that your
answer? A. I refuse to ansver.

FY MR. PALESE:

Mr, Weiss, are you employed at the present time?

Am I employed?

Q

A

Q@ Yes. A. I am in business,

Q@ What kind of business? A. Tavern business,
Q

Is that what they call them in Jersey City? We call

them saloons down in South Jersey.,
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BY MR. WIENER:

Q You were asked this question, "At that time you did
the best you possibly could under the circumstances, because
of your inexperlence, being with other members of the board,
who, like yourself, were inexperienced,” which question was
asked by Commissioner Sullivan, one of your true Democrats,
to which you answered, "There was a lot of commotion and
a lot of trouble concerning the tally. We had to go back
and add and subtract;at the end, when it wasn't even, we
subtracted enough to make the total come out even."

Is that correct? A, I refuse to answer.

Q@ By that, did you mean that you had a greater number of
votes tallied than there were ballots? A. I refuse to
ansver, |

MR. YOUNG: Ask him about the challenge 1list
and let us get rid of him.

‘ MR. WIENER: Just a minute, Please. It might
be interesting for him to know that under the State
Liquor Act a man convicted of crime won't have ﬁ
license later on.

BY MR, PALESE:

Q Mr, Weiés, have you been paid for your work on November
2nd? A. I refuse to answer. .

Q Is Mr. Robbins your attorney? A. He 1is,

Q@ . You didn't refuse to answer that question, did you?
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BY MR. WIENER:
Q Are you married? A, I am, yes, sir.
Q You have a family? A, I have a family.
Q And you are willing to be fingerprinted, "mugged," your |
picture taken, given a number, charged with a crime, to
protect somebody under instructions from somebody higher up?
A I refuse to answver,
Q You have no respect for your wife and family.

MR. YOUNG: I don't think that is necessary,

Mr., Wiener.
THE WITNESS: I don't think so, either.
MR. WIENER: If you had any brains you would
talk. .
Q 1Is that your signature on that (handing the witness a
paper) ? A, That is right.
Q@ Signatures on all of these? A. Yes.,
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q These are your signatures and not forgeries? A. That
is right, that is my signature.
MR. WIENER: This says, "William Weiss, 308
Fifth Street, clerk.”
MR. YOUNG: Then he wrote his name and said

that he was the clerk, but he refuses to say that he

was the clerk.

THE WITNESS: I said I was clerk.
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MR, YOUNG: Were you serving as a Republican
or Democrat on that board?

THE WITNESS: Democrat.
BY MR. WIENER:
Q@ Did you use this challenge list on Election Day?
A I refuse to answer,
Q Did you challenge the vote of anybody, personally?
A I refuse to answver,
Q@ Did you demand that any person on the challenge list
sign an affidavit before they were given a ballot?
A I refuse to answer,

MR. MﬁRRAY: May I ask one question.

BY MR. MURRAY: ‘
Q@ Is the license of the tavern which you say you have,
in your name, Mr, Weiss? A. I refuse to ansver..
Q Is that the reason why you are refusing to answer the
Question, because the City of Jersey City has paid you in this
fhay by giving you a license to run a tavern, when they want to
fcut down the number of taverns in Jersey City? Is that
your reason for not answering? A. I refuse to answer any
juestions,
MR. MURRAY: That is all.
MR. ROBBINS: BStep down, Mr, Weiss,

MR. WIENER: I ask that the Committee pass upon

the propriety of these questions pertaining to this man'i
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conduct as an election official on Election Day, and I
also ask that he be instructed to remain until the
formal complaint and warrant can be drawn.
| MR. ROBBINS: I will go along with the
Committee with pleasure, I will see that he remains,
MR. YOUNG: As far as any Questions relating
to him are concerned, I think they are proper.

(At this point a recess for lunch was taken.)

5
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AFTERNOON SESSION

MICHAEL AMOROSDO, being duly sworn according
to law, testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

What 1s your full name? A, Michsael.

Michael Amoroso? A. Michael Amoroso.

You live at 464 Monmouth Street, Jersey City?

> O o o

Yes, sir.
Q I show you a challenge sheet and boint to the name of
Michael Amoroso, 464 Monmouth Street, inspector, Republican.,
Is that your signature (indicating)? A. Yes.

Q@ Where do you work? A. Whitlock Cordage.Company.

Q Where is that? A. Lafayette Street.
Q Did you serve as a district election boardmember in the
Third Ward, Tenth District, on November 2, 19372

A Yes. |

Q You did? A. Yes,
BY MR. OSMERS:

QA Rebublican member of a Democratic member?

A Republican.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q What was your job as inspector, Mr. Amoroso?

Q@ And you were the inspector, is that right? A. Yes, si:
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A Well, I was looking after the binders. I had to look
after the recount.
Q You mean the count? A. Yes,
Q@ You mean that af night your job was to take the ballots
out of the box and hand them to the Judge so he could read
them? A. Yes, |
Q@ And number them and string them? A. Well, I didn't
do that.
BY MR, YOUNG:
Q@ Who did that? A. T think the deputies, they strung
khem.
BY MR. OSMERS3:

Q Do you remember the name of the person who did it?

A Yes, Louls Avoglia.

Q@ Was he a member of the board? A. He was a deputy.
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Who were the members of that board? Yourself?

A Yes,

Q@ Miss Walker, who was heré this morning? A, Yes.

Q She worked there? A. Yes,

Q And this fellow whose name 1s Avoglia? A. Yes.

Q@ And Mr., Weiss? A. Yes.

Q At the count none of those people strung the ballots
and numbered them? A. Yes, At the count we had some

fellow who was a deputy.
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Charles Stoebling's office? A. Yes,

1ist is? A. Yes.

Q@ Where was that all déy? A. Well, we had it on the

WIENER:

You mean Louis Avoglia, the man who has a job in

He was not a member of this election board?

No, but he was working there.

He was helping you fellows string the ballots?

Yes,

Was he the fellow who erased the ballots? A. No. I
see 1t.

Now, this challenge 1ist here; you know what a challeng

Did the Judge of the Board use it? A. Well, we L

exactly use 1it. We only looked at it so somebody woul

not be registered.

Do you live in this district? A. Yes, sir,

Do you know a lot of these people? A. Well, I don't

bother with nobody.

Iook at it and see if there are any that you know there
No, I don't.

You don't know anyonerf them? A. No.

How lohg have you lived in that districté

Oh, about ten years,

MR. YOUNG: How long? I can't hear you over

=y
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here, I wish you would talk up louder,'please.
THE WITNESS: I got a soft voice.

Q You live at 464 Monmouth Street for about ten years?
A Yes,‘sir.
Q Do you know a person by the name of Petti, who lives
at 434 Monmouth Street, a little ways down the street from
your houme? A. No. I don't bother with them.
Q@ Do you know Dominick Agrego of 434 Monmouth Street?
A I don't bother with anybody.
Q@ Do you remember whether or not any people on the
challenge list voted on Election Day? A. T will tell you
the truth, when a ﬁerson did come along, and that I seen was
in the binder without looking at this, the first thiﬁg I knew
I would say, "Go to the Court House."
Q Do you.remember anybody coming in and asking for a
ballot,whose name was on this challenge list?
A No, we didn't find anything.
Q You don't know whether or not any of the people on this
1ist voted? A. No, I don't.
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q Who had charge of that, Mr. Amoroso? A, T will tell
jou, it was on the table, and that is about all. Nobody else
ould look at 1it.
Q@ During the day who had charge of the binders?

A Well, I did.
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Both binders? A. Yes, both books.

And Miss Walker had the poll books, both books?
She had only one book.

She had only one book? A. Yes.

Who had the other? A. The other clerk.

The other clerk? A. Yeé.

That was-- what was his name-- William Weiss?
Yes.

He had the other book? A, Yes,

& o r» O©L © © © P O ©

And during the day, what 4id you do? A, I just had
the binders.

Q Both of them? A. Yes., I used to look up the names.
lbhen they gave me the names and addresses, if 1t was all right
T would give it to the clerk.

Q@ Then Miss Walker was mistaken when she said that she
had both poll books? A, 8ure., I had one.

Q You had one and she had'the other? A, Yes,

Q VWhich one did you have? A. I just had them two
pinders, them two books, to look up the name and address.

Q@ You had both binders? A. Yes. That is what I was
idoing a;l day.

Q@ Did you leave the place at all during the day?

A Yes, sir, When someone came in to vote, that they want
pssistance, I would have to go in the booth.

Q Did you leave the polling place at all during the day?

ed
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A No.
Q You didn't even go out to lunch? A. We had lunch
in fhe place.
Q 1Is this your first experience on an election board?
A This is the first time.
Q How did you get on this boérd? A. The only thing
I know, the committeeman finds my name was onlthe board.
Q Who is that? A. Louis Avoglia. He sald to me that
gy name was on the board of elections, and then I recelived
a letter in a few days! time.
Q Then you received a letter from the County Board of
Elections? A. Yes,
BY MR. OSMERS:
Q@ Is that Louls Avoglia who told you that your name
was 1n, the same man that was stringing the ballots?
A Yes, sir.
EY MR. WIENER:
Q Now, Mr. Amoroso, did you hear any voter challenged
ﬁuring Election Day? A. No, sir, we didn't do no
challenging.
MR. WIENER: That is an affirmative but that

really 1is ﬁegative.

Q@ Whose instructions were those? A, There was nobody

{Eame in to challenge. Them names here on this 1list, I would
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say, "Go down to the Court House.”

Q Do you know how many of the people on this list voted?
A  No.

Q@ Did you hear the Judge, Mr., Cucorullo, challenge

anybody's vote from this 1ist? A. Not that I know of.

Q Did you ever see him pick up the 1list when someone
came in? A, No. He only picked it up once or twice in
the whole day to see if the fellow's name was in,

Once or twice? A. Yes, if they wanted to vote.

Here 1s a challenge list with fifty names on it.

» o ©

Yes.

Q@ Did you memorize the names? Did you know every name
on 1t? A. No. ¢

Q@ When a voter came 1n would you know if the voter's
name was on this challenge list without looking at the
challenge list when a voter came in? A, I generally asked
for the name and address and looked at my binders.

Q And the person who had control or charge of this
challenge list, you say, that he or she only looked at this
two or three times during the whole day? A, Yes.,

ol Do you think the Judge of the Board knew the name of
everybody on this list without looking at it; fifty names?
A T don't know.

Q@ As a matter of fact, this was not used at all on

#1ection Day? A. No, because, as I told you before, if a
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party came in and he wasn't in the binder I would look up
the list.

Q@ What you meaﬁ is this; if they were in the binder,
had the name and address in the binder, you belleved that the#
.1lived in the district and you would let them vote? A. Yes,
Q@ And this challenge list had nothing to do with that?
If they were in the books they voted? A. Yes.,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q When you did not find theif names in the binder

then you looked at the challenge 1ist? A. That is the only
time, about three times. v

Q Three times, people whose names did not appear on the
Eindér-qA.I wvould tell them to éo to the Court House because
their names wereig; there.

Q@ Did they go to the Court House? A. I didn't see
khem.

Q@ You didn't see @hem again? A. No, sir.

Q@ What did you do in the evening? A. Count.

PBY MR. WIENER:

Q Here I show you what is known as a black-list or strike

T

out 1list. Did you ever see that? A. To tell you the
truth I should have seen that because I had it in ny
[possession.

BY MR. MURRAY:

Q@ VWhen did you\have it in your possession? A, This wa%
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Monday night.
: Q Did you have that 1ﬁ your possession on Election Day?
A On Election Day, no.
Q Did ybu hﬁve that in your possession on Election Day?
A No. We had them alongside the sheets.
Q You didn't have that in your possession on Election
Day? A, We had--
Q@ You, not we. A. Yes.
Q Did you? A. Yes.
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q@ You mean by that that you had it on the table?
A Yes,
BY MR. WIENER:
Q@ Do you know what this is? A. Addresses.
Q@ What is it for? A.‘In case we see a name on there
we challenge it because I didn't know nothing about it.
Q Is that why they let you hold that because you didn't
know anything about.it? A. No.
Q If you knew anything they would not have trusted you,‘
would they? A. (There was no answer.)
Q@ This black-list was made up of names of people who

cannot vote, It 1s a mandatory order. You have to get a
court order. Was anybody sent to the court, in your district,

to vote? A. Not that I know.

Q They didn't bother with this black 1ist? A. No.
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Q@ They didn't even ask the board to sign it?

A  No.

Q@ The individual signatures are not on the back of this?
A No.

Q That is known as the certificate of the District Board
of Registry and Elections, in which they state, under the
affidavit, "We, the undersigned members of the Board of
Registry and Elections of the blank district of the blank
ward of the City of Jersey City, Hudson County, New Jersey,
do hereby certify that the foregoing order 1list has been -
complied with according to law, and we have hereunto set our
hands and seal, blank day of blank."
It is supposed to be signed ﬁnder oath by the four
members of the board. They did not even use this, did they?
A Not that I know of.
Q@ They didn't even look at 1t. You wouldn't know
whether these people voted or not? A. I don't know.

Qy In the same analogy you would not know how many people
voted off this challenge sheet, would you?

A No.

@ How many people who could not read or write voted?

A There was a few that did not vote.

Q@ The poll books show twenty-seven. Is that about
right? A. I can't prove that.

Q And those twenty-seven people who ‘voted by means of
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an "X", who gave them assistance? A. Well, me and ﬁhe
other officer gave them assistance.

Q@ Did you go in the poll booth every time?

A Yes, every time they wanted our assistance I had to go.

Q@ You went with who? Cucorullo? A, Yes.,

Q Do you know how many people were given assistance?

A Quite a number.

Q@ Would you say about 150, 2007? A. No. I can't judgs
how many.

Q About how many? A. It was golng on all day.

Q How many people that could read and write were given
assistance? A. The majority, the new voters.

Q@ The majority of the new voters? A, Yes,

Q@ You mean young people, twenty or twenty-one years of
age? Ad. Yes.

Q@ In the great County of Hudson, with the wonderful
educational institutions, new voters did not know how to vote,
and they had to be assisted? A. They didn't understand.
what 1t was all about.

Q I suppose they all voted Republican, did they?

A Oh, no, I wouldn't say that.

Q@ They didn't really need assistance? You just told them
"The left column, all the way down the line," didn't you?
A (There was no ansver.) |

Q@ Haven't you got any idea as to how many people were giv¢
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and fifty? No idea at all? A, No, because I could
say 100 or say more and what good is 1it? I can't prove it.
Q Was assistance given all day long? A. Yes.
Otherwlise I can't stay on the job,
Q In other words, you couldn't stay outside with your .
books., You had to do it in the booths?
A : That is right.
Q Assistance was given all day long? A. Yes.
Q@ Anybody that wanted assistance got it? A, Yes,
Q How about the people that did not want assistance?
A They didn't bother.
Q
A Many of them.
Q As many as got assistance? A.(There was no answer.)
Q Not quite as many? In other words, more got
gssistance than went in without assistance? A. Yes,
Q When these people were assisted, did you make an
pffidavit that you were giving them assistance?
A No.
Q@ Did the Judge of the Board sign an affidavit of
mssistance? A. I don't get the question.

Q Do you know vhat an affidavit of assistance 1is?

A No.

assistance? A hundred, seventy-five, two hundred, one hundred

How many people do you think went in without assistancel?

Q Did you ever look in the back of a poll book?

1
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I never looked at the poll book.

You don't know much about these things, do you?
No, sir, I don't know anything about that.

That is why they put you in the booth all day?

No, both of us had to go in.

o P O P o P

I mean you and Cucorullo? A. Yes,

Q@ Miss Walker, who had been on election boards for five
years, was not taken in? A, No, she had charge of the
poll book.

Q@ She knew something about this thing. When a man came
in and said that he couldn't read or write was he asked for
his citlizenship papers? A, No.

Did anybody ask him if he was a citizen?

No.

o p» ©

Did anybody challenge his right to vote? Ae Mg,

Q Was a certificate of identification made when a man
couldn't read or write? A, No,

Q Was he asked where he lived? A, I used to ask him
where he lived in case he wanted to vote.

Q Was he asked whether he could read or write, when he
marked with an "X"? A. No.,

Q He wasn't éven asked whether he could read or write
when he marked with an "X'? A. No.

Q If he wanted to come in and éign wvith an "X¥ that was

Whe end of 1it? A, Yes. He would tell us that he couldn't
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write his name,

Q VWhat did you do after the balloting place closed?

A I had to go down to the City Hall with the box.

Q@ Did you stay with the ballot box? A, Yes,

Q@ What were you doing during the count of the ballots?
A I was standing by the ballot box,

Q Did you look at the ballot? st o used to open it.
Q@ Did you look at every one of them? A X jugt
opened it, just glanced at it.

Q Did you follow the way the ballots were being called
off? A. I generally opened them out and glanced at them.
Q VWere they being called "Straight Republican® or
"Straight Democrat"”? A. To tell you the truth I couldn't
ﬁear very well on accounﬁ of the noise.

Q Were there any split ballots called? A, What?

Q How did they call them, "Republican” or "Democrat,”
or did they call each man's namé out? A. He used to call
it "Republican.”

Q "Republican” or "Democrat"? In other words, they
Fidn‘t N G s name out? A. No, they used to

say "Clee" or "Moore."

Q And they didn't bother com;lting the rest of the ticket

That is the only one you were interested in; Clee?
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BY MR, YOUNG:
Q What was your job on the count? What was your job
that night? A, It was my job to take one ballot out at
a time and open it up.
Q And you did that, did you? A. Yes.
Q@ Who read the ballot? A, The Judge.
Q After you opened the ballot up would you hand that to
.the Judge? A, No. I mean, I would open it and hand 1t
to the Judge. That is what I got to do.
BY MR. WIENER:
Q Where was the Judge standing? A. Right next to me.
Q Where was that? A. About two feet.
Q Against the wall? A. T was against the wall. We
had a table against the wall.
Where was he? Right alongside of you?
Just about.

Was anybody in back of them? A. All around.

O o » ©

A lot of them in front? A, Yes,

Q Is this one of those districts wheré you have fifty
or a hundred people hénging around the polling place all day
long? A, All the people were outside.

Q Who was inside? A, The committee.

Did you see any floaters coming in to vote?

Q
A I never noticed.
Q

Do you know what a floater 1s? A, Someone that want
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pomac e o |

to vote, and he registers--

Q@ Someone that wants to vote in someone else's name.
MR. YOUNG: He said that there were at least

three'people vho tried to vote on someone else's
name,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Did you open up the ballots? A. Yes.

Q@ You handed them to Mr, Cusorullo,who was right next

to you? A. Yes.

Q When you opened up the ballots could you see how they

vere marked? A. I never noticed how they were marked.

Q@ You could see how the tallies were? A. Not very

well, because I was just opening and giving them right to him.

Q@ You didn't look to see how they were when you opened

them up? A. Not very well,

Q What do you mean? Didn't you look at them at all?

A Every once in a while; that is about all. One ballot

@t a time. I rushed through.

Q@ And you never saw how the top of the ballot was

marked? A, No, sir.

Q What? A. No, sir.

Q Never? A. Only once in a while, or I would be de-

layed.

Q@ You didn't have any curiosity about this election at

all? A. I didn't know anything about it.

|
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Q@ You don't know anything about it? A, No, sir.

Q@ You didn't even care to see 1f they were going to be
all Republican or all Democrat, is that so?

A I wasn't interested in which party got elected. I
was just there for my duties.

Q Part of your duty is to see that the count is right?

A Right.

Q Part of your duty was to open up each ballét and look
at that, You didn't do that, did you?
A Not all the time., I used to open them and give it
to the next one.,
Q You used to open them and give them to the Judge of
the Board, is that right? A, Yes,
Q Did you hear how he called them? A. I wouldn't
hear very well on account of the crowd.
Q On account of the crowd, and the man was sitting next
to you? A. Not next to me; about two feet.
Q There was no room for anybody between you?
A No.
Q@ Was anybody between you? In other words, you were
right next to him and nobody between you and you didn't hear
how he read the ballots? A, No.

Q You didn't hear, or you would not hear? A, Now and
then I would not hear.

Q Where were the people who were tallying the ballots?
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A They were around the table.

Q@ They were on the other side of the table?

A All along the table.

Q You'ohly had two members of your board who were
taliying? A. Two clerks.

Q Weiss and Miss Walker? A. Yes.

Q@ What was the deputy doing? A, He was supposed to
be a deputy.

Q What do you mean by a deputy? A. A deputy for the
day, from the board. '

Q Did he have a badge? A. I think he did. He had
& blue badge.
Q@ What did it say on this badge?

MR, WIENER: Challenger for Moore?
Weren't the Democratic badges blue and the Republican
badges red or green?
THE WITNESS: I pald no attention to them.

Q@ What was that man doing? Was he tallying or calling
or what? You say that you opened up the ballot?
A Yes,
Q@ Cucorullo read them off? A. He shouted them out.
Q He shouted them out and you couldn't hear them?
rho had the tally sheets? A. The two clerks.
Q What was this) deputy doing? You testified a few

minutes ago that he was doing something. A, He was string-
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ing the ballots.

Q He marked them and strung them after they were folded
up? A, Yes.

EY MR, WIENER:

Q@ ©Now, you say that this deputy was stringing the ballots
land you were taking them out of the box?

Yes, sir.

Cucorullo was calling them off? A, Yes,

And Miss Walker was doing what? A, Tallying.

There was only one tallyer? A. Two.

O O o o Pp

Who was the other tallyer? A, Weliss,

Q 80 that you had a five man board? A. We had a man
to help us.

BY MR, PALESE:

Q When a voter asked for assistance and you went in with
fhe Democratic member of the board, what was sald when you got
in the booth with the voter? A, We used to go in the booth
with the voter and ask them vhat assistance they want,
[|Republican or Democrat.

Q Who asked them? A, It would‘be either me or the
pther lad.

Q If he said Republican, what would you do?

A T would tell him which side to mark.

Q If he wanted to vote Republican, who marked the ballot?
A

The party, the voter,

i,
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Q@ The voter 4id? A. Yes,

Q@ Why did hé want asslistance if he could do his own
marking? A, If I told him the line.

BY MR. WIENER:

Q How many were there like that? A, Not many.

Q Two? A, I don't remember,

(BY MR, PALESE:

Q If he wanted to vote the Democratic ticket, what
happened? Did you stay in there? A, Yes, I had to stay
there in the booth.

Q@ If he wanted to vote Democrat, who marked the ballot?
Did the voter, or the other member of the election board

do that? A. I think the voter done that.

Q@ You were there in the booth? A. Yes, we were squeeze
I was thinking about getting out. They choose the party.
What was the use of me staying in?

Q If he wanted to vote Republican you told him where to
vote? A. Yes,

Q@ Did you stay and see that he put the crosses in the
box? A. Yes. If I ever got one I had to fight like Hell,
Q You had to do what? A, I had to fight for it,

Q You had to fight for what? A. To get one.

Q Where did you have to do the fighting, in the booth

or outside? A. No, no place. The thing is, when we asked

them they would choose their own parties.
\
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Q@ You say that you had to fight like something to get
a Republican. What do you mean by that? That there were
very few Republican voters? Why did you have to fight for
it?

A A lot of them wanted assistance. They generally choosd
Bemocrat. They didn!'t bother with me at all.

Q You didn't have to fight with the man when he got into
the polling booth? A, I didn't fight with them,

Q What do you mean when you say that you had to

fight hard for Republican? A, There was a lot of people
looking for assistance., They didn't think of looking for

the Republican ticket.

Q I want to know what you mean when you said that you had
to fight hard to get a Republican?

A VWhat I mean, in other words, lots of people came in
and once in a while I might get somebody.

Q When you found one then you had to fight to put his
ballot in the box? A. No, no, I had no fights at all.

Q@ What do you mean by that? A. I had no fight. I
had no quarrels during the day, no, no.

Q@ You saild something atlittle vhile ago?

A That 1s what I mean. It was hard to get Republican
votes.

Q You say that 1t 1s hard to get the votes there?

A Yes.
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Q Did you try to gét some Republican votes that day?
A All I tried to do, I asked them which party they
choose, and that is all I was interested in.
Q When you found one you had to fight?
A You don't get me. I didn't fiéht nobody, for no one,
BY MR. YOUNG:
@ Dia ybu glve aésistance to anybody who asked for the
Republican ticket?  A. Yes.
Q How many? A, I can't remember.
Q@ You helped all the votefs that asked for assistance,
didn't you? A, Yes.
Q@ You were one of those that helped? A. That is if
they choose my party. If they was voting my Republican
ticket I assisted.
BY MR. PALESE:
Q Do you know who was running for governor on the
Republican tickét at this time? A, Yes.

Q Who was runninéé A. Moore and Clee.

on the ticket

Q How many Assemblymen were running,up there?

A I think it was ten.

Q@ How manyé A, Ten.

Q Are you sure? - A, I ain't sure because I don't
bother with politics.

Q You live in that district; don't youé A. Yes,

Q Did you have to have assistance to vote? A, Not me,

R N T A L LA Y e U TS O b W ST
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no, sir,
Q You didn't have toé ~A. No.
Q What column was the Republican ticket onf
A In the second column.
Q@ Did you vote for all the candidates? A, I did, sure.

Q You say that you think that there were ten Assemblymen
running the last timeé A. Yes, sir. '
Q@ Was there a senator running in Hudson Countyé
MR, WIENER: State Senator, you meané
MR, PALESE: Yes,
Q th was running for State Senator? A. I don't
remember.,
Q Do you know who was running on the Republican
ticket” for the State Senate at fhis timeé
A I can't even think of it.
Q@ You were a Republican; working for the Republican
party, and a Republican member of the board, and you don't
even know who was running for State Senate. Who was the
coomitteeman in your districté A, County Committee?
Q Yes.. A. I didn't bother with that, even.
MR, WIENER: He means the district leader.
Q@ Who was the district leader? A. William Sullivan.
MR, WIENER: He 1s the Ward Leader, you mean?

THE WITNESS: Yes.,
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BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Are you a Republican or Democrat? A. Republican.

Q Did you vote in the Primary in 19372 A. Yes, sir,

Q Did you vote Republican or Democrat? A. Republican.
Q Did you vote in the Primary in 1936? A, Yes, sir.

Q You voted Republican in the Primary of 193627 A. Yes,
sir,

Q And this fellow, Avoglia, that told you that you could
work on that board, who is he? A. This was Louis Avoglia.

Q He told you that you could work on that board?

A He said my name was on.

Q Who is he? A. He used to be a committeeman at one

Q What was he? A, He was a deputy that day.

Q Is he still a committeeman? A. No.

Q Who is the committeeman in that district?

A I don't know. They are all new.

Q You don't know the Republican committeeman in that
district? A. No. If you asked me his namg, I wouldn't know.
BY MR, PALESE:

Q Mr. Amoroso, this man that appointed you on the board,
you say, was Sullivan? Who asked you to work on Election
Day? A. It was Lduis Avoglia,

Q Did he know that you were a Republican? A. Sure.

Q How did he know that? You told him? A. No, because I
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used to sign his petition as Republican.
Q@ You used to sign his petition as Republican and he
knew that you were Republican? A. Yes.

Q What kind of petition did you sign for him?

A This was the petition for the committee.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Did you sign the petition nominating him for
committee last year? A. Yes, I did. I always did. I
Q 7You signed one in 1937 for him to bé elected County
Committeeman from that district?  A. Yes.

Q@ You d4id? A, That 1s two times I signed 1it.

Q@ You signed it last yearé A, I 'signed it the last
time, but I don't think he was running.

Q@ You don't think he was running for committee last yearé
‘A No.

Q You know enough to know what a petition for district
committeeman is? A. I don't know much about 1it. All T kn?v
is to go out and get votes.

Q@ To go out and get ten signers? A. That is ail I
know.

Q@ Did you go out and get ten signers? A. No. I just
signed for my own.

Q@ You knew what you.were signing, didn't you?

A Yes.

Q Last year did he come around and ask you to sign his

)
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petition for committeeman? A. If it was last year, for
committeeman, I did. ;

Q Did you sign any kind of peper for Avoglia last year,
19372 A.‘ The only paper I signed was for coﬁmitteeman.
Q@ If he didn't run for éommitteeman you didn't sign
any paper? A, Né.

Q@ If he did run for committeeman then you signed the
paper, is that right? A. Yes,

Q Who is the district leader in that district now?

A (There was no answer, )

BY MR, WIENER:

Q Who were the Republican challengers in that district
or didn't you have them? A. They were, but I don't know.
Q VWhat happened to them during the day?

A They were around,

Q@ Do you know who they wereé A. I just told you I donlt
~ know their names. '

Q Did they look at the challenge 1list? A. The
challenge list was on the table,

Q Did they ask to have any illegal voters challenged?
A No.

Q@ Did they ask to have any signatures comparedé

A Yes., One of the deputies told me to keep my book open.
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BY MR. YOUNG:

Q What happened to them? Do you mean the one from Mr,
IFergusonts office? A. He was there, but I mean my own
deputy on the board.

Q Did you have deputies on the board, too?
A Yes,

BY MR. WIENER: \
Q Howv many assistants did you have on Election Day to

‘lhelp you? How big is_this election booth that they voted in? |

A Not so big.
Q@ I mean just the booth wpere they go in with the ‘
pallots. A, About two feet, |
Q@ And Cucorullo went in first, is that righté
A When?

Q@ Did you walk down to the booth? When did you ask the

party whom  he wanted to vote for? A, When I got into the
|

booth, !
» : |

Q@ The party got into the booth first? A, Yes,

Q Who got in the booth second? A, Both at the same

time.

Q You both could not fit in that booth. A. I threw

the curtain open.

Q@ Who would be in the baek? A. I would be generally

in the back, I always do,

Q How big 1is Cucorullo? A, As big as I am.
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Q He is a big man? A. Yes,
Q Yoﬁ were 1n back of him? A. I had to squeeze some
place to get in there,
Q@ Could you see muché A. No.,
Q@ You couldn't see much, standing in backé
A All T asked was which party they wanted to vote for,
and that is all.
Q And that was the whole conversation? A, I asked
the party.
BY MR, PALESE:
Q When the man got in the booth, Mr. Cucorullo said,
"You want to vote the Democratic ticket? Is that what he
saidé A. No.
Q What would you say? A. I would say, "Which party
do you choose, Republican or Democrat?”
would :

Q - And what.Mr. Cucorullo say? A. He would do the
same, '

Q The voter would not say anything until he heard you
say that or until he heard Mr. Cucorullo say thatf

A Yes.,

Q@ Are you sure Mr, Cucorullo didn't say, "You want to
vote the Democratic ticketé” A, No. |
' Q@ You wouldn'!t let him do thaté What would you do if

he said that when he got 1n the booth, if he asked the

man, "You are golng to vote the Democrgtic ticket 2" What

B
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would you doé A. I wouldn't do nothing. I figured that one
of us has to ask the.voter which pérty, for assistance,

Q@ If he asked for assistance why wouldn't you mark the
ballot for him instead of letting him do 1t? Why wouldn't
you do ité A. I never do it,

Q Did he know where to make the crosses after you told
him? A. Sure, if I told him the columns,

Q@ Just the columnsé A. Sometimes.

Q ﬁould you be sure that he was making the crosses in

that columné A. T would look over his shoulder and give
him a chance to write.

Q@ Give him whaté A, Givé him a chance to mark the

pballot.

Q How many, that day, did you tell to mark in the

Republican ballot? A, Oh, Christ; I don't know.

Q@ More than oneé A, Lucky if I had five,

Q What? .. A. Lucky if I had five.
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ When & man would come in for assistance would you ask
him his full name when he asked for assistance?

A When they came in to vote I asked their name,

Q I mean people who Vanted assistance, You would ask
their names and then you would ask for their address?

A Yes,

Q Would you tell them what the address was? A. No, I
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would never tell them the address. I always asked them,
if it was in the book.
Q Then if they said'they wanted assistance would you
ask where the exact location of their home was?
A What was the question?

(The last question was read by the stenographep.)
Q These peopie who asked you for assistance, would you
psk them what apartment number they lived in? A. No.
Would you ask them what room number they lived in?
I generally ask house numbers.
Would you ask what floor they lived on in the house?
No, I would not be interested,

Would you ask whether they were over twenty-one?

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A No, I didn't do that.
Q Would you ask whether they‘were United States citizens?
A I didn’t get anything like that,

Q Did you ask them if they were citizens of New Jersey?
A  No.

Q@ You wouldn't ask them if they lived here at least a
year? A, I had nothing to do with that.

Q@ You would not ask them if they lived in the county for
five months before General Election? A, I didn't ask them.

Q Would you ask whether they were native born op

naturalized citizens?. A, I didn't do anything of the kind.
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Q@ The law requires that when a person asks for
assistaﬁce you have to ask everyone of those qQuestions and
you didn't ask one of those questions from people who wanted
assistance? | Isn't that so?
A That is right.
Q And this Avoglia was stringing the ballots?
A Yes,
Q@ He was folding them up, too? A. He was folding
and marking.
Q@ He was numbering, too? A, He was helping us along,
Q He used to be the Republican district leader in that
iistrict? A, Yes.
Q@ He is the fellow who got you the job on the board?
A He just put my name in. That is all I know about it.
Q Did you ever hear him say anything about the vote not
| lbeing called correctly? A, No.,
Q@ He never said anything about that? A. No.
Q Was he looking at the ballots as he folded them up;
do you know? A. No. All I think he was doing, pushing
fthem on to me and marking.

Q@ Did you look at them? A. He was folding them up
again.
BY MR, OSMERS:

Q What time were you finished counting the votes?

A About eleven otclock.
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Q@ Roughly, about how many votes were in that district?
A I don't know how many were in there. I know we had
five hundred and some-odd.

Q@ You were finished about eleven o'clock, and you started
counting around nine-thirty, I suppose?

A We sta£ted counting just when the polls closed, about
nine o'clock.

BY MR, MURRAY:

Q Where do you work? A. The Whitlock Cordage Company.
Q@ Who got you your job there? A, Myself,

Q How long have you been there? A. All my life.

Q@ All your life? A. Yes, sir,

Q@ Did you go there when you were a day old? A. No.
Q@ Before you went on this board, didn't you have to go
up and see William Sullivan? A. I didn't go and see nobody,

Q Did he go and see you? A. I didn't see nobody.

Q@ Didn't you talk to him aﬁout it? A. ©No, sir.

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Howkdid you happen to mention Mr, Sullivan's name when
he asked you who the leader was? A. I was getting it all
twisted; the committee, the committeeman or district leader,

Q Who is the Republican ward chairman of the Third Ward?

A Kilmurray.

Q@ Who is the Third Ward Democratic leader? A. That is

Sullivan.
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Q Why did you say Sullivan when we asked you where you
got the job? A. I don't know what it is all about.
BY MR. MURRAY:
Q@ Mr. Amoroso, I believe you testified before that the
voters would ask for assistance after they got in the booth.
Is that so? A. Yes. When they got in the booth we asked
them what party they want.
Q@ You testified that they would not ask for assistance
intil they got in the booth, is that so? A. No. They would

call for assistance and we would run to the booth,

Q@ Who would call out "assistance”? A. The one who

voted.
Q They would ask for assistance? A. Yes.

Q@ Where? A. No more than they got done signing they

would ask for assistance,

Q Wouldn't this Cucorullo ask them if they wanted
pesistance? You heard Cucorullo ask them, "Don't you want
lassistance,” as soon as they gave their name‘and address?

A I didn't pay any attention. They would ask assistance.

Q@ Then you did pay attention? A. When they asked,

sure,

Q Didn't you hear Cucorullo, as soon as they got a
ballot, say, "You want assistance®? You heard him ask them?

A He was on the other end of the table. I was at this

end of the table. Do you think I am afraid to talk to you?
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I don't care if you were anybody. I will take you outside.
Oh, I am hot,
Q What was he doing? A. He was doing his duties.

Q@ Were you doing yours? A, Yes.

Q@ What were you doing at the count? A, Just doing

my bit, taking ballots out one by one.

Q What were you on the board? Judge? A, Inspectof.
Q Is the inspector supposed to take the ballots out of

the box? A, Yes. '
Q Do you know the section of the law that gives you that

permission? A. No, I don't know nothing,

Q Who told you that that was your duty? A. I only ﬁad

B card, and that is all.

Q Did you see that on the card? A. T only had a card,
and that 1s all.

Q Did it say that you were to take the ballots out of

p box? A. I don't know about that, and that is the reason

I was told.

Q@ Who told you that? A. It was just a meeting.

Q A meeting with whom? A. Hudson County.

Q Republican or Democrat? Ay Republican, of course.

Q The county? A, Yes,

Q After you took the ballot out of the box, did you look
at 1t? A.' No, I wouldn't look at it because we worked our

way through and got done quicker.
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Q@ What do you mean, that you worked your way through and
got done quicker? A. I took one ballot at a time and handed
it over to the judge just as quick as he can get it off his
hands.

Q@ What did he do with that ballot? A. He was calling
it out,

Q Then what happened to the ballot? A. I think he used
to turn them over to the man who would stringvthem.

Q@ Did you look at it then? A, I didn't look at it any
more when I give it to him.

Q You are the inspector, and you are one of these smart
Alecs who know your duty and do it. A, No.

Q Wait until you get the question, wise guy. You were
an inspector and you didn't inspect the ballot after the
judge opened it up, is that right?

A When he opened it up I never looked at it.

Q@ That is the way you did your duty? A, Yes,

Q@ The dumb-bell who went in the box and handed the ballot

folded to the Hague judge, is that right? A. I wouldn't
Q Do you think you did your duty there as inspector?
A I just done my part, that 1is all,

Q@ We want to get an idea of the part you should have

the ballots, did you? A. No.

done and the part you didn't do. So that you never looked at

v

fsay that. l
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Q@ You didn't inspect the ballots, did you? A. Once
in a while I would.

Q Hoi would you inspect them once in a while?

A o would-be holding them in my hand,

Q@ Folded? A. No, open.

Q@ Who opened them? A. I opened them,

Q@ When? A. When I got them out of the box.

Q I thought you just testified that you took them all out,

folded, and handed them to this Cucorullo, the judge of the

board. Were you lying when you testified to that a few
minutes ago? A. No, I don't lie.

Q Are you telling the truth now? A, Sure,

Q You didn't tell the truth a few minutes ago?

A I am talking the truth here. I ain't got nothing to
hide,

Q@ You said a few minutes ago that you, as 1nspector, took
the ballots out of the box folded, and handed them to the
judge. A. I sa2id I took one at a time.

Q You said you took one at a time, folded, and handed
Lt to the judge? A, Yes.

Q And you further testified that he would open them?

A I opened each ballot and handed it to him,

Q@ Did you look at it? A. I wouldn't look at them,

Q

Did you ever look at them? A. (There was no answer, )
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Q@ Are you getting dumb? A. I ain't getting dumb,
I told you before I_was looking at them once in a while.

Q Before you would hand them to the Judge or after?

A Before,
Q Before? A. Yes.

- Q@ And Cucorullo let you 1bok at them before he looked at

Fham? A. Yes.

Q Did you hear him call the ballot out? A. TI wouldn't
hear very well on account of the noise,
Q@ There was a lot of noise there? A, Sure,

Q Who was making the noise? A. The crowd I was in-
Ferested in.

Q@ The crowd? A, Yes,
Is this Cucorullo a big man? A, Yes,

A pretty rough fellow? A. I don't know about rough,

Did you ever serve with him before? A. No,

Q

Q

Q@ Do you know him very long?' A. No, sir.
Q A sir,
Q

About how many ballots did you look at that night?
bo you remember? A, I wouldn't say how many,
Q Did you look at half a dozen? A. I would say yes.

Q How many voted there, do you remember?

A  About 552,

Q You were inspector and there were 552 and you only

looked at six ballots, is that so? A. Yes,
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Q@ You think you did your duty? A. I done my part.
It was up ta the judge.
Q‘ You did your part? A, Yes.,
' MR. WIENER: I will call Mr, Cuccinello,
MR, ROBBINS: I would like to have it also
noted on the record that I represent Mr. Cuccinello.
MR, CUCORULLO: My name is Cucorullo.
MR, WIENER: Your client disagrees with you,
Mr. Robbins., AHe says that his name is Cucorullo.
MR. ROBBINS: A rose by any other name smells

just as sweet,
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PETER CUCORTULLO, belng duly sworn according
to law, on his oath testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:

What is your name, please? A. Peter Cucorullo.
Will you please spell yourlast name.
C-U=C=0=r-u=l-l-o,

Where do you live? A. 21 Erie Street.

Jersey City? A. Yes, sir, Jersey City.

Q
Q
A
Q
Q
Q Where do you #ork? A. I work for the city.
Q The city of Jersey City? A. Yes, sir,

Q In what capacity? A, Park Department, laborer.

Q@ How long have you worked there? A. One year.

Q That is a civil service job? A. I refuse to answer.
Q Did you take an examination? A, I refuse to answer.
Q@ What is your salary? A, I refuse to answer.

Q Are you known as"Peter the Gink?¥ A. I refuse to
answver, |

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ You were acting as judge of this election board on that
day, weren't you, Mr. Cacorullo? A. I refuse to answer.
BY MR. WIENER: N

Q 1Is that your signeture (showing witness a paper) ?

A I refuse to answer.

MR. PALESE: You had better put in the record

what that is.
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MR. WIENER: Pointing to ™Peter Cucorullo,
21 Erie Street, Jersey City, judge; Democrat.”

Q I take it that>you are refusing to answer theée
questions cdncerning your conduct as judge of the election
board of the Third District, Tenth Ward, Jersey City, on
advice of counsel? A, I refuse to answer,
Q@ Do you understand that this is a Legislative Committee
which desires to compile information and circumstances
concerning the General Election held on November 2, 1937,
and that this Legislative Committee desires not to prosecute
or persecute or make any criminal charges against jou, and
that it is simply trying to ascertain facts concerning that
election so that it may make its report to the Legislature
of the State of New Jersey'iﬁ order that remedial legislation
can be passed? A. I refuse to answver,

MR. YOﬁNG: What did you say your client's
name was, Mr., Robbins?

MR. ROBBINS: Cuccinello. He pronounced it
correctly. You are much better at it than I am.

MR. GIULIANO: I think Mr. Robbins gave one
of the aliases.

MR. ROBBINS: I pronounced it Cuccinello.
He pronounces it Cucorullo.

MR, YOUNG: I just wanted to be sure. You "

I give a different name. ‘ I
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MR. ROBBINS: The name 1s the same. The
spelling is alike.

MR. PALESE: And the person is the same?

MR. ROBBINS: 1Is there any doubt in the minds
of you gentlemen that I represent this man? It can
be clarified.

MR. PALESE: Is Mr. Robbins your attorney?

THE WITNESS: Yes,

BY MR. WIENER:

Q 1Is that your picture (showing witness a picture)?

A I refuse to answer.

MR, ROBBINS: Mr. Young, it seems to me that
it is an inquisition rather than a Legislative
investigation. If you are seeking remedial
legislation==-

MR. GIULIANO: Hague had forty pictures.

Q I show you a picture from the official records of the
Department of Public Safety, Newark, New Jersey, "Peter
Cucionellli, Peter the Gink, Cocullo, Cocoullo, Roéues'
Gallery, 7976." Are yoﬁ one of Hague's forty thieves?

A I refuse to answver,

MR. ROBBINS: Tﬁat is objectionable.

Q Were you ever convicted of a crime? A, I refuse to
answer,

Q@ Were you arrested on May 27, 1912°? A. I refuse to

|
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answver,

Q@ In Jersey City, charged with disorderly conduct?

A I refuse to answver,

Q Convicted and fined five dollars? A, I refuse to
answver,

Q Were you arrested on October 5, 1912, at Jersey City,
New Jersey, charged with petty larceny, convicted and fined
five dollars? A, I refuse to answver,

Q Were you arrested on March 3, 1913, on the charge
of carrying concealed weapons? A, I still refuse to
answer.

Q Convicted and sent to the County Farm for ; term of
one year, by Judge Sullivan? Af I refuse to answer,

Q@ VWere you also, on the same date, arrested and charged
with larceny and served the same sentence?

A I refuse to answer.

Q That is, on the County Farm, and you were sentenced by
Judge Sullivan? A, I refuse to answver,

Q@ VWere you arrested on July 19, 1915, at Jersey City,
New Jersey, charged with being a disorderly person?

A I refuse to answer,

Q@ And discharged? Were you arrested on August %, 1915,
in Jersey City on a charge of assault and battery, and given

six months in the County Penitentiary? A. I refuse to

h&nsver.




Peter Cucorullo 1491
Q VWere you arrested on February 13, 1918, in Jersey City,|

New Jersey, charged with atrocious assault and battery?

A I refuse to answer.

Q@ And served one and a half to three years in the New

Jersey State Penitentiary? A. I refuse to answer,

Q On April 20, 1918, were you arrested in Jersey City

and turned over to the Federal authorities for violation of

Federal Inter-state Laws?

BY MR. PALESE: : |
Q Is there someone else in Jersey City who has your name

or looks like you? A, I refuse to answer,

BY MR. WIENER:
Q On May 14, 1923, were you arrested in Essex County, and)

did you serve two terms of eighteen months in the County

Penitentiary for auto larceny? A. I refuse to answer.
Q@ In terms to run consecutively? A, I refuse to
Enswer.

Q@ VWere you sentenced by Judge Flannagan? A. I refuse |
to answer.

Q@ Were you the judge of this election board on November 2,
1937? VWeren't you? A, I refuse to answer,

Q Will you tell us who got you that job in Jersey City?

A I refuse to answer,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ Who got you that job on the election board? As I

refuse to answver,
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Q@ Who is the Democratic leader of that ward?
A I refuse to answver,
BY MR. GIULIANO:

Q@ Did ybu refuse to answer when you were charged with
all these crimes? A. I refuse to answer,

Q Didn't you think it was a terrible thing to be
sent to State's Prison? A. I refuse to answer.

Q Didn't you think it was a terrible thing to be sent
to the County Penitentiary? A. I refuse to answer,

Q@ Is this Judge Sullivan anything to the Sullivan, the
leader of one of the wards in Jersey City? A. I refuse
to answver,

MR. ROBBINS: It is not pertinent.

MR. YOUNG: We will put it this way, Mr.
Robbins, for your information, so that you will under-
stand the law; a person who 1s a member of a district
election board has to be a qualified voter, and this
fellow 1s not a qualified voter.

MR. ROBBINS: But the resolution that created
the Committee~-~

MR. YOUNG: We are not asking you for

argument, so sit down.

MR, ROBBINS: I thought you presented it to

me,

MR. YOUNG: No, I am Jjust telling you.
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MR. ROBBINS: I wanted to explain it for
the benefit of the Press.

MR, WIENER: Will the Committee please pass
upon those Questions dealing with this man's conduct
as an election official on November 2, 1937, so
that we can take him through the usual course,

MR. OSMERS: Mr, Chairman, I would like to
suggest to counsel, in presenting this matter to the
court, that the record of this man be taken into
consideration by the court in setting bail.

MR. WIENER: All right, if that 1s the wish
of the Committee.,

MR. OSMERS: Suppose you bring that to the
attention of the judge.

MR. WIENER: Yes, sir, we will.

BY MR. MURRAY:

Q Did you take a Civil Service examination for your
position? A. I refuse to answer.

Q Do you know that anyone convicted of a crime,under
the Civil Service Law,cannot take such an examination and
cannot be placed as a Civil Service employee?

A I refuse to answver,

Q When did you first go to work for the City of Jersey

City? A, I refuse to answer,

Q Are you what they call an extra or temporary employee?

R e i g iR
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A

1 refuse to answver.
MR. MURRAY:

MR. ROBBINS:

That is all.

Step dovn.

149»\
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(The following testimony was taken by the
Committee in secret session, a representative of the
Press and Mr. Eugene Ertle, City Clerk of Jersey City,

being present.)

ANNA WALKER, was recalled and testified
further as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR. YOUNG:
Q You heard all those people who refused to testify?
A Yes,
Q You, I take 1t, are not unwilling to testify?
A I don't know.
Q You have served on election boards quite a number of
times before, haven't you? A, Yes,
Q@ Generally down in the First Ward, where you live?
A Yes, sir. |
Q You have been appointed generally by your district
leader or your own ward leader? A, Yes,
Q Who is that? A. Ben Zelinskl.
MR. BENJAMIN ZELINSKI: It is my ward. How
she got to be appointed, there was a vacancy, and
I submitted her name. |
MR. YOUNG: Wait a minute.
Q You went up to the Third Ward? A. Yes, Sir.

Q The Tenth District of the Third Ward? A. Yes, sir.
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Q Thaf whoie board had béen removed after the Primaries?

A I don't know. That was the first time,

Q@ What you know about it is that you were told to go
up to the Tehth District of the Third Ward on Election Day?

A Yes,

Q@ You got your credentials ffom the members of the
County Board? A, Yes,

Q@ And you have had experience in the First Ward and in
other places as an election board officer? A:. Yem, sir,

Q On Election Day you handled most of the poll books,
that 1s so, isn't 1t? A, Yes,

Q And this fellow, Amoroso, he handled-=~ A. He
handled the binders.

Q Both binders? A. Both binders.

Q He was also the man who went in to give assistance
whenever assistance was required? A, Yes, sir,

Q You, of course, as you testified this morning, knew
that there was a challenge sheet there? A. Yes.

Q@ Had you looked it over to see what names were on?

A I had looked it over once. I don't know the naﬁes
on there.

Q You don't know the voters in that district?

A No.

Q VWhen people came in, did you, by any chance, recognize

any of the people whose names you looked over, when they gave
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you the names? A. No.

Q That did not stick in your mind? A. No.

@ When a person by the name of Pettl, whose name was
on the challenge list, appeared, that 4id not stick in your
mind? A. No. |

Q@ When anybody came in d4id anybody go through the
chﬁllenge list to see 1f the voter's name was there?

A The judge of the board picked it up a few times,

Q You heard Amoroso testify that the challenge list
wvas picked up when they couldn'!t find the signature in the
binder, is that right? A, Yes.

Q .But it was not picked up at other times. That 1s
what he said. A, That 1s the only time I can remember,

Q@ It wasn't picked up, in other words-- his testimony
was correct on that point, is that so? A. That is right.

Q Did you see the order 1list? You know what that is%?

A The black-1list?

Q Yes, A. No, I didn't see it. No, I had not seen
it.

Q@ You don't know whether anybody voted whose name was
on that black-l1ist? A, No, I don't.

Q Were there any deputies there from Mr., Ferguson's

office that day? A, There were two deputies down there,

Q Did they turn in their credentials before the poll

opened or when they came in? A. When they came in.

s
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Q Do you remember their nemes? A, I don't.

Q Were there any challengers down there, Republican or
Democratic? A, That I don't remember.

Q You just don't remember whether you saw anybody with
the badges and credentials? A. No.

Q Was the polling place crowded that day?

A‘ Well, at times.

Q I mean, aside from people who were voting were there
people hanging around? A. No.

Q@ Was there a cop on duty there? A, Yes.

Q@ Do you know his name or number? A. No,

Q@ Is the method which was followed in this district
the method which is generally followed in the other district
that you worked in? A, What was that?

Q The way of taking the names of the voters, looking
up the names in the binders; is that the method you generally
followed? A. Yes. When anybody was challenged I wrote
out an affidavit,
Q But there weren't any challenges? A. There weren't,
Q@ Were there any disturbances in that district on Electioj
Day? A. Not that I remember. |
Q Did any of the members of the County Board come down
during the day, that you recall? A. I think they did.
Q@ You know those people, do you? A. I think I can re-

meﬁber them.

| F—

i
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Q@ Do you know who they are? A. Yes,
Q ﬁo you know Mr, Wittreich? If he came in would you
know him? A, I think I would.
Q Do jou know Mr, Sullivan? A. The only way I know
him is when they poiné him out to me.
~ Q When they point them out? A. Yes.

Q Did anybody point them out to you that day?

A Yes,
Q How many of them came down? A, Gee, I don't re-
member.

Q Did they come down once or several times?

A I couldn't say.

Q@ You say that you don't recollect any disturbances
in the polling Place during the day? A. No, sir.

Q@ When you closed the polls who was allowed to remain
in the polling place? A. The four board workers.

Q That is yourself, Amoroso=~ A. The judge and the
inspector.

Q That is Weiss and Cucorullo? Is that right? A. Yes.

Q Who else? A. Myself,

Q@ I mean who else was there? A, Just the four., I
don't know their names, and the two deputies,

Q The two depuéies from Fergusén's office, is that right?

A Yes,

Q Is that'polling place a big room? A. Yes, it is in
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the school.

Q@ You had one of the schoolrooms? A. No, down at the
courtyard.

Q In the courtyard? What do you mean?

A Down.at the basement.

Q A pretty big room down there? A, Yes,

MR. OSMERS: You asked Miss Walker whether
the two deputies were from Ferguson's office or
Stoebling'!s office.

THE WITNESS: I couldn't say. I think one
was from Ferguson.

MR. OSMERS: One of the other witnesses
testified he was from Stoebling's office.

Q@ You don't know what they had on their badges, do you?
A I couldn't remember,
Q ﬁid you know them by name? A, No, that is the first
time I seen them,
Q@ Did the policeman stay there during the count?
Yes, he was there.
Just what happened during the count? You tallied?
Yes.

And Welss tallied? A, Yes, sir.

o © P o >

And Cucorullo read the votes? A. Read the votes,
Q And Amoroso pulled the ballots out of the box and

opened them up? A. Yes.

Q@ How lgng did it take you to count that vote, do you

T -
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suppose? A. I can't say.
Q@ What time did you get home? A. I went home about
a quarter of twelve.

Q@ You went straight home? A. Yes.

: Q You had to take the ballot box down to the City Clerk!'s

office? A. I didn't have to go down.

Q@ You didn't take the poll books back or the binders
back? A. No, sir.

: Q In other words, you went straight home and left the
messenger work to be done by the men, 1s that right?

A Yes,

Q Who else was in the polling place during the count?
A There was quite a few people there, |

Q There was quite a few people there? A, Yes, sir,
Q@ Did they have any badges as challengers?

A There was a few that had badges on. I think there was
two or three.

You don't know whether they were challengers?

No.

You know what & challenger is, of course?

P o » o

I should know,
Q@ In the course of the voting did anybody assist the
board? I mean at the counting.

A No, outside of the ones that were on it.

Q@ Did you hear Mr, Amoroso testify about some fellow by

__— s
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the name of Avoglia who strung the ballots and folded them
fnd numbered them? A, He was the deputy.

Q The deputy from where? A, I don't know whether
he was from Stoebling.

Q You don't know whether he was from Stoebling or
Ferguson? A. I don't know.
Q Did he have a badge? A. Yes, he had a badge.

Q Could you tell us Just about where the people stood

in the polling place? I mean, how was it arranged?

A They had tables like this (indicating); two clerks
at one ﬁable. '

Q@ Two what? A, Two clerks at one table, and the
inspector and judge out there (indicating).

Q On the other side of the table? A, The four of us
on that side (indicating).

Q@ All on the same side of the two tables, which were
put together? A. Yes.

Q Let us put 1t thlis way; the ballot box was down at
one end? A. Yes.

Q And Amoroso would take the ballot out of the box, open
it, and hand it to Cucorullo? A. Right.

Q Did Cucorullo stand right next to him? A. Yes.

Q Did the tallyers come next or did the fellow folding
nd stringing the ballots come next? A. The fellow who was

tringing them came next,

1
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Q He came between the tallyers and the judge and the
inspector? A, Yes.,

Q@ Then who was next, down the table? A, I don't
remember, outside of the people who were hanging around.

Q@ Who was next? A. The two clerks?

Q@ Yes. Who was up towards the end where the ballot box
was; you or Weiss? A, Welss was.

Q@ You were at the other end of the table? A. Yes.
Could you hear the votes as they were called off?

Yes.,

o O

You could hear them distinctly? A. Yes,.:

Q Then Mr. Amoroso must be hard of hearing,if you heard
1t and he dldn't hear 1t? A, I don't know.

Q Maybe that is an unkind question. You don't want to
comment on that, is that 1it? A. (There was no response.)
Q Did you see any of the ballots, Miss Walker?

A No, I didn't.

Q They were folded and restrung before they ever got

to you, is that right? A. Yes.

BY MR. OSMERS:

Q I am rather interested in the fact that a district
which would poll 550 votes would be home and ready for bed
about a quarter of twelve. How did they call the ballots off,
"Straight Republican” and "Straight Democrat"?

A Yes.
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Q In other words, "Straight Republican" and "Straigh?
Democrat”? A. Yes, '

. Q In other words, "Straight Republican” right down, and
"Straight Démocratic”? ’

A Yes.

Q@ Did they call off any split ballots or not?

A That I can't remember. .

MR, OSMERS: They couldn't have called off
many because it would have taken so much time to
mark‘them in there,.

BY MR, MURRAY:

Q How would the tallyers mark the ballots? If they
were straight Democratic would you mark one down for each
Democraf or putvonelmark up at théhead of the column and
then afterwards f111 in? A. No. Just one at a time.

Q Each one right away? A. Each one,

BY MR. YOUNG:

Q@ So that if there were split tickets you would mark
them split as you went along? A. Yes.

Q@ You kno§ that some boards mark the straight ballots
in a separate column and the separate vote for the separate
candidates who are not on the straight ticket, and then add
them up at the end. You know that system? A, Yes,

Q You didn't do it that way? A, No.

Q Did the judge of the board call out each name each timer



A Yese~~ no. From Moore down, is that what you mean?
Q Yes, In other words, for example, if it was a
straight Democratic ballot he wouldn't call off the name

of each pefson on the Democratic ticket? A. No,

Q He vould just say "Straight Democrat” or something

like that? A. Yes.,

Q Or "Straight Republican'? A, Yes.

Q What would he do if there came a time when that

ballot was split? A. He used to tell us it is split,
like if it was split they would tell us and call out the
names,

Q Call out the names individually? A, Yes.

Q You sald a few minutes ago that you don!t remember

whether there had been any split ballots?

A That I couldn't tell you,

Q Then you think probably if there had been any split

ballots he would have called them off? A. I remember it

from other boards,

Q You don't remember what the situation on this °

board was? A, No.

Q Was there much noise during the count? A. No.

Q Was there a crowd around watching the count? A. Yes,
Close up to the table? A. I wouldn't call it close.
Was 1t nolsy? A. No.,

Mr. Amoroso also does not remember about that, does he?




|| Anna Walker ’ 1506

A I couldn't say.
Q@ Do you think that he can't hear people that talk to
him when they are sitting next to him but he can hear a
lot of peoplé who are not near him? Is that the idea?
A (There was no response.)
MR, OSMERS: Mr, Amoroso testified that

the judge was shouting and he couldn't hear him,
Q Miss Walker, did you ever come to a place where there
was a difference 5etween you and Welss in the tally?
A In the what?
Q in the tally. A, That was different?
Q How often would you check each other? A. Every
fifty.
Q Did you-often come to a place where there was a.
difference between you and him? A, Not much.
Q How often would you say, just offhand? .
A At times, We were always even,
Q In other words, you were just tallylng and marking
phe ballots as they wereycalled, is that right?
A Yes, '
Q About this business of assistance, there were quite
{2 number, twentj—seven people, I believe, that got assistance
that day, at least as they are shown on the poll books. Do

you remember that? A. Yes, I remember 1it.

I Q@ You heard Mr., Wiener testify to that? A, Yes,
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Q@ VWhen those people came 1n what were the circumstances

under which they were given assistance? A, One of the

deputies happened to bring it up. He says, "What was the

idea of the voters calling for assistance if they knew how

to read and write?" And the judge of the board says, "Being

it was their first.vote they were entitled to assistance."”
Q In other words, when a first voter would come in k

would they ask for assistance, or what?

A They asked for assistance.

Q Whom would they ask for assistance? A. The judge

of the board, and the judge of the board called the other

Republican worker.

Q Supposing I came in and I said, "Now, Miss Walker,

this is my first vote. I want assistance." Is thet the

way the voters would do 1it? .

A Yes,

Q@ How many did it, do you know? A, That I couldn't

lsay. '

Q@ VWere there quite a number of them? A, To me it

peemed like about twenty.

Q@ Was that just first voters? A.. First.

Q And about people who really couldn'’t read or write,

how many of those?  A. T had a few.

Q If there were people who wanted assistance because

they were first voters, they would, of course, sign their

|
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names in the poll book, wouldn't they? A, Yes.

Q And the people who wanted assistancé because they
couldn!'t read or write were the people who made a cross in
the ﬁoll book? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ So that Mr. Wiener was correct when he said that
there were twenty-seven people wvho couldn!t read or write
and, therefore, signed in the poll book with an "X"9

A Yes, &

Q@ There were about twenty more people, in your
estimation, who were new voters and, therefore, got assistance

for that reason, 1s that right? A. Yes. You will get

yes to something I shouldn't.
Q I don't want you to do that., When people came 1ﬁ and
psked for assistance was itput to a vote of the board whether
they should be given assistancé or not? A, Yes,
Q Howwas the vote? A. That I couldn't say.
Q Did the judge of the board say, "This voter has asked
Lor assistance. Shall we give it to hiﬁ or not"? And take a
Wote on 1t? A. Yes.,

Q@ Which members of the board voted in favor of giving
the assistance? Did you vote in favor of 1it?

A No.

Q@ You know that one member did not? I mean, I am

assuming these are first voters. A. Yes.
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Q@ Did Amoroso vote in favor of it? A. No, sir,
Q He voted against 1t, too? A. That I don't know.
Q@ You had to have a majority of the board in order to
give persons assistance, d4idn't you? = A. Yes.
Q So there would have been at least a vote of three to
one? A, That 1s what it was, three to one,
Q Can you say whether 1t was 1in every case three to one?
A I don't know.
Q@ You were not there all day long, so, of course, you
can!t say except while you were there. On a tie vote
they would be entitled to assistance, too?
A Yes, on a tie.
Q@ Were there some tle votes? A, Yes,
Q@ In other words, sometimes Amoroso voted with you, is
that correct? A. Yes,
Q@ Now, you have worked on these election boards long
rnough to know about giving assistance, I assume?
A Yes.
Q And to know about taking affidavits from challenged
Loters who turned up? A. Yes.

Q VWere there any affidavits taken that day?

A None,

Q That was because they never referred to the challenge
1list? A. Right.

Q@ When a voter would come in and ask for assistance be=

u —
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cause of 1lliteracy, not being able to read or write, were
they ever asked the questions which the law provides they
shall be asked, before they were given a ballot?

A No.

Q Who had that in charge? A, I couldn't tell you.

Q It wvas not done so you could not say who had it in
charge, is that right? A. %Yes,

Q You didn't go into the booth at any time with the

folks? A. No.

Q So that you don't know whether the voter was allowed
to vote as he asked to, or not? A. No, I couldn't tell
you. ‘

Q@ We have heard that you had some communications since
electlion. Is that true, about your activities as a member
of'this board? Is that true? A, I don't know.

Q You are a sister of Miss Walker who testified before

Pua? A. Yes,

She was a deputy of Mr., Ferguson, wasn't she?
That is right.

Where does she 1live? A. Where does she live?
Yes. A. In the same place I do.

You are sisters and live together? A, Yes,

O L& © © »r» ©

Do you know whether she has received any commendation

or condemnation for her testimony before this Committee?

A No, not that I know of, but I am the one that is being
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picked on. That is what gets me.
Q How dé you mean? A. Being that I am the only one
that they knew who worked on the beard, people point me out,
stating I am the one. I can't even come out without someone
saying that I was the girl who told on Commissioner McGovern.,
They think it i1s me instead of my sister,

Q That was not the district that McGovern was in that day?
‘A No.

-Q McGovern did not do anything in your district?

A He wasn't even there.

Q@ Therefore, it is by mistake that they are Picking on
you, is that so? A. Probably.
Q@ What do you mean by being picked on? A. They all
think I was the one that told on McGovern.
Q@ Who thinks so? A. Everybody downtown.
Q@ Who are the People? A, You wouldn't know if I told
you.
Q Perhaps I wouldn't., But I can find out i1f you tell me
thelr names, A. No, I don't know their names,
BY MR. OSMERS:

Q Do they talk to you when they see you or phone you?

A They talk to me,
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q Do you know their names? A. No.

Q@ Do you mean that they are strangers? A. I knoY then.
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I don't know whether they\say it in a joking way.

Q What do they say? A. They keep away. "Why did you
want to tell on McGovern?” I say, "I didn't say anything.”
BY MR. MURRAY: |

Q@ Did any of them tell you that it was not true?

A  No.

Q Did any of them, thinking that you were your sister,
accuse you of having lied? A. They just tell me I should
not have done it.

Q None of them objected to the truth of your sister's
testimony? A. No.

EY MR. YOUNG:

VQ How often does this happen? I mean, if one person
Faid it it would not be remarkable, véuld it?

A It was a few bﬁt I avoid all those things,

Q I don't blame you. How often does it happen?

A They don't mention it mugh now but they did a few
days ago.

Q What 4o you mean "a few days ago®? A, Just after
my sister had testified. '

Q What do they say? Just tell us. You can remember.
A I told you.

Q They said, "Why did you say things like that about

Commissioner McGovern?¥ A. Right,

” Q@ "You shouldn't go around and say things like that about
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the city commissibners," is that correct?
Right.

Where would they say those things to you?

> o Pk

In public places,

Q On the street? A. Either the street or if they see

me with company.

Q@ You mean at a soclal gathering? A. Yes.

Q They are people whom you really know? A. A few
keep on asking me, "How is the girl who don't knové”

Q The same person would keep on asking the same
questionsé A. No, a few others.

Q@ That you don't knov§ A. I don't know,

Q And thei'know you, apparently? A. They know me,
T don't know them.

Q Would they ask you a few times? A. VNo.

Q@ I mean, would they aek you each time they saw youé
A No.

Q Did anyb;dy call you on the phone about it?

A No. .

Q Dia anyﬁody write you a letter about 1té A, No.
Q@ Not at all? A, DNot at all.

Q Have you had any similar ¢ériticism of your work on
klection Day?  A. T den't remember.

Q Did anybody say that you should not testify?

A No;
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Q Did anybody ask you not to tell all you knew hereé

A  Nobody said anything to me,

Q' We had it on pretty good authority, Miss Walker, that
you and your sister had been threatened because of her
tesitmony. Are you prepared to say that that is not soé

A Maybe my sister. Outside of that I have been pointed
lout by quite a few. |

Q@ It might be your sisteré A, It might be her.

Q It might be your sister that is receiving threats

pecause of her testimony? A. Yes, She don't say anything

‘ht home,

Q Why do you say it might have been

A She might have got a few letters.

Q She might have got a few 1ettersé A. Yes.

Q Why do you say she might have had ;;

A Because I happened to ask her. She told me not to say
anything at hoﬁe if she di1d get anything. My mother don't
like the ldea of anybody saying something to us.

MR. WIENER: You mean downtown threateng

them and prosecute people who tell the truth, threaten

to embarrass them and point them out?
(There was no answer.)
MR. MURRAY: Who do you mean by “they"?

THE WITNESS: A few.

MR, MURRAY: A few of the Hague machine?
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(There was no response.)

Q Ward workers perhaps? A. A few of the workers from

downtown,

Q Active in politics? A. ©No, just the voters.

Q Just the voters? A, Just the voters,

Q Jobholdersé A. No.

Q@ You say that your sister told you she had received
some letters but not to tell your mother? A, Yes.

Q@ Did she show you any of the lettersé

A  None.

Q@ Did she tell you how many she got? A. No, sir.
Q

She didn't want to have your mother worrled, 1s that

khe 1dea? A, That 1s right.
Q Did you get any? A. None.,
Q None? A. I didn't do anything to get any.
BY MR. PALESE:

Q@ I wasn't here when your sister testified. What did she
say wvhen she was hereé

MR. OSMERS (to the witness): You were ﬁot
here, eitheré

THE WITNESS: I wasn't here either.
#Y MR. YOUNG: ‘
Q@ VWhat was the story? Do you krow?
A I don't know. ‘

MR. WIENER: Mr. Young, of course, was talking

b




Anna Walker 1516

to you about these letters,
BY MR. PALESE:
Q How soon did your sister talk to you about these
letters after she had been down here to testify? How soon
after that occasion was it? A, I think it was a few days
Lfter.
Q@ Do you know when it was that your sister was down here?
A No, I don't.
Q@ Has it been more than a week? A. It might have
lbeen a week.
Q@ It might have been a week after? Has 1t been more than
B week ago that your sister testifiled hereé
A Isn't it two weeks ago&
Q After she had been here; you say 1t was about a week
pfter that your sistér spoke to you about some letters, is
%hat correcté A, Yes,

Q Did all of the letters come on the same day or
waé there some space of time between the recelpt of the
letters? A. I think she got one one day and the second
one, whether it was a threatening letter-- I don't know
what she gét the second time,

Q@ As soon as she got the second letter-- where was that
mailed, to your home or to where she 1s employed, or where}
A To home,

Q Was it opened by her or some other member of the famlly?
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A It was opened by her.

Q@ Is she employed? A. Yes.

Q@ So that she must have received this letter when she
came home in the evening? A, T don't know.

Q Did she come to see you immediately after opening the

letter? A, No, sir.‘

Q When did she see you cencerning the letteré

A I Jjust happened to ask her whether she received any
threatening letters, and she just smiled. That was enough to
tell you she got them,

Q What made you inquire of your sister as to whether or
not she had received threatening letters? A; I just felt
like asking her,

Q@ What gave you the inspiration to ask her?

A She probebly must have waited for 1%,

Q I mean, what suggested to you that you ought to ask
gour sister whether or not she received a threatening letteré
A I just asked her in a joke and she took it up.

Q Is that what you consider a Joke, to ask your sister
whether or not she had received a threatening letter?

A T just happened to ask her, "What happenedé”

lghe sald she received a letter. She didn't tell me what kind
pf letter,

Q Who was it that gave you the thought that yog ought

to ask your sister about a threatening letter? A, (There

It

4

—
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was no answer.)

Q Had you had any informatlion about that at all?
A None at all.

BY MR. OSMERS:

Q@ You just imagined it, that some were on the way?
A I just imagined.
PY MR. PALESE:

Q Because she came in and testified you imagined that

he would receive a threatening letter, Is that what you
[ant us to understandé A. Right,

Q After the thought came to you did you ask your sister
khat Questioné A, Yes.,

Q And, by a coincidence, she had just received such a
letter, is that true? A, Right,

Q Was 1t on the same evening or the next day or how long
pfter she had received the letter did you ask her about thaté
A I think a few days after,

Q@ What did your sister say to you was the contents of
that 1etteré A, She just smiled.

Q@ Did she say what was in the letteré A, No, sir.

Q@ Did she say it was a threatening letter?

A BShe didn't say anything.

Q@ Then you don't know whether or not it was a threatening

letter? A, I don't know.

Q@ You don't know? A, No. She wouldn't say anything
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at home for fear that my mother would be frightened.
Q I appreciate that, and I think it was very nice of her.
Did she‘say anything to you ab&ut 1té A. No.
Q@ TWeren't you curious enough to find out what the
contents of the letter wereé A, No; sir.
Q@ Do you know today what were the contents of these
letters? A, No, sir.

Q@ Do you know whether or not it was a threaté

A I don't know.

Q Aren't you anxious and desliring of knowing what was
fin the letter that was sent to your'sisteré
A No, sir,
Q Why aren't you anxious to‘knowé A. I don't know
what type of letters she received.
Q@ Aren't you interested enough in your sister to find
out what was in the letters? A, I never asked her,
Q@ You asked her first 'whether she received the letter,
iidn't youé You were interested in everythingé

A I asked her but she wouldn't tell me what type of
lettef she received.

Q After she salid she didn't want your mother to hear
what was in the 1etfer, wveren!t you interested to find out
wvhat 1t wasé A. She wouldn't tell me even 1f I did

keep asking her,

Q@ Had you asked her? A, I asked her once and she



Anna Walker . 1520

wouldn't tell me.

Q@ You also say that she has received other letters, is
that correct? A. Yes, but I don't know what type she
received.

Q DNow, I am convinced that you are not anxious to answer
these questions because you are trying to be two steps ahead
of me. If you will just listen and try to answer I think
we will get along much faster. You say that your sister did
receive other letters, is that correct? A. Right,

Q@ When was the last time that she received that letter?
A I don't remember. .

Q Has 1t been in the last two or three days?

A No.

Q@ But you do know that she has received more than one
letter? How did you find out about the subsequent letters?
A I was the one that went down to get the mail out of
the box.

Q@ You did what? A. I was the one to take the mail
from the box.

~Q  From vhat box? A. The mail-box.

Outside or where? A. Downstairs,

And the letters were addressed to your sister?

Yes.

How do you know that they were threatening letters?

> © P o© o

I didn't know they were threatening letters.
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Q@ Wasn't it unusual for your sister to receive letters?

A No.

Q I understood you to say a iittle wﬁile ago that she
had gotten more than one letter which was threatening.

A I don't know whether they were all threatening letters,
I don't know what kind of letters they were,
Q Did your sister tell you there was more than one
fhreatening? A. BShe didn't say anything.
Q Now, Miss Walker, we are being fair with you. Why
gren't you fair with us? We have the information that your
slster told you that she had received threatening letters
because she had testified before this Committee., Why
Ehouldg't you be fair with us as we are being fair with you?
s 1t true or isn't it true that your sister told you she
Paa received threatening letters because she had appeared
pbefore this Committee? We want you to be fair with us as
e have been fair with you. You have that information.
A She would not tell me.
Q . She would not tell you? A. No. B8he went down and
falked to Bennie about it. She wouldn't say anything at
home, Her mother was sick, |

Q You are not sick, are you? A. No.

Q@ Why would she be afraid to tell you? A. She knew

I had to testify. She didn't want to frighten me any by
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telling me she got threatening letters.
Q How do you know that she had received threatening
1etters, although your sister didn't tell you?
A ' Becausé she went down to see Mr. Zelinski.
Q You got the information from some other source that
sEhe had received those letters? Is that what you are trying
to tell us?  A. Right.
MR. MURRAY: bid you steam her letters open?
THE WITNESS: We don't touch nobody's»
mail at home,
Q Is that the reason why you are reticent about testifying
today, because you have information that your sister has
recelved threatening letters? A. No,
Q Have you discussed the fact with your sister, that you

pre to be here today to testify? A. She didn't say anything

v

to me about it.

Q Have you discussed the fact with your sister, that you
IJare to be here today to testify? A. Yes, I have,
Q@ Did your sister make any comments about your coming
here? A. None at all.
Q@ Didn't she tell you that‘she had gotten some letters,
Pnd that you ought to be careful as to what you say?
A 8he didn't say anything,

Q@ These people that you say met you on the street and

1
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thought that you testified and not your sister; do these'
people know your family? A, Yes, sir,

Q@ How can you accpunt for the mistake that these people
madé, thinkiﬁg that you had testifiéd instead of your sister,
if they know the family? A, ‘They don't know her as well as
they know me.

Q@ Evidently they got the information that she was here
Lnd testified. A, They thought 1t was a mistake of putting
her name in the paper and not mine,

Q Did they come to you and tell you that they thought it
has you? A, Yes, sir.

Q Did you tell them that it wasn't you who testified?

A I told them I dldn't know anything about 1it.

Q@ VWhy did you want to lie to them? A, Because she
would have been in steeper.

Q What? A. The conversation would have just gone on

and on.

Q How could it go on if you told them, “No, it wasn't

Le who testified"? A. They didn't have to know.

IBY MR. OSMERS:

i Q@ Were you trying in that way to defend your sister a
| 1ittle bit by not throwing it on to her, Miss Walker?

A Right.

| Q@ You have not talked to your sister at all about your
i
: . R TRy N g
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coming down here? Ae - B,

Q And you want us to believe that your sister didn't
tell you that she had received threatening letters because of
Eer appearance before this Committee? That 18 what you want
us to understand? A. Yes.

BY MR. MURRAY:

Q Whom do you mean when you séy that "they" were speaking
to you? A, A few of the friends from downtown.
Q A few of whose friends? A, Friends I have known.
Q@ Friends of yours? A, Yes, sir,
Q Are they Democrats or Republicans? A, Mostly
Democrats.
Q When you told them that you were not the Miss Walker
rho had already testified what did they say to you, if anything?
A They just said, "She should not have said anything."
That is all.
Q They thought it was you who said it? What did they
say to you when they approached you first? A. All they sald
was why did I ever have to say what I did say about Commissionér
. McGovern. I told them it wasn't me; I wamn!t interested.
Q Did they say what they thought you had testified about
the commissioner? A. No.

Q Were they friends of the commissioner? A. A few of
Lhem were, |

Q What were their names? A. I cantt remember.
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Q@ How long have you known them? A. I have known them

for years.

You have known them for years? A. Yes,

You mean that you don!t want to give thelr names?
No, sir,

You don't want to give their names? A. No, sir,

Do they hold city or county positions? A, No, sir,

Are you sure or don't you know? A. Positive,

L © © O PP oo ©

Do you know where theywork? A. No.
Q@ Then you are not positive? A, They all work in
pffices in New York and not in New Jersey.
Q@ You are sure that they work in New York? A, Yes,
Q Did any of those people ever serve on any of the boards
&s members of the boards? A, No, sir,
Q Did they ever serve as committeemen or committeewomen?
A No, sir.
Q Are you sure of that? A. Positively.
Q Did any of them go to your house and talk to you about
such and soé A, No, sir,
Q@ Did they all meet you on the street? A. At times,
Q How many times? A, I can't remember.
Q How many times? Half a dozen, a dozen? A. Every
time I saw them they don't mention it. It is Just once they
did mention it.

Q@ Every time you saw them? Just once? Is that all you
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saw them? A. No. It was only once they mentioned 1it. - &
saw them other times,
Q These people that you refer to as "they,"” were they

together? A. No.

Q@ They were not together? A. No.

Q@ It was more than one person? A. Right.

'@ Were they males or femeles that spoke to you?

A Females,

Q@ All females? A. Yes.,

Q All single people? A, Yes,

Q@ No male spoke to you? A. No male,

Q@ Do they all live in the First Ward? A, Some of them
flo.

Q Where do the others live who do not live in the First
Hard? A, They all live up over there.

Q@ Up where? A. Down in Greenville,

Q And they went down from Greenville? What ward?

A No, they usually came downtown.

Q They live in the Seventh Ward? A, I don't know what
part of Greenville they live in,

Q@ What part of Greenville do they live in? A, I don't
know what street they live in.

Q@ Do you visit socially with these people that spoke to

you? A, No.

Q Did they come from Greenville down to your neighborhood?
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A - They don't come down. I would either meet them in
the street or probably if I was going to a social or something,
That would be the only place I would meet them.

Q A social where? In the First Ward, Second Ward,
Third Ward? A. The First Ward.

Q Are they people of Polish extraction? A. No, all
kinds.

Q@ And they would come from uptown, Jersey City, down to
the First Ward, to a social? A. Right,

What kind of social, for instance? A. Well, dances,
Who would run the dances? A, Different clubs.
What kind of clubs? A. Social clubs,

What i1s the name of some of them, for instance?
All different clubs that give socials.

Don't you remember one or two of the names?

No.

T O P © © © o

Q@ You remember these people; you don't remember their
names, but you remember that they live up in Greenville?
A Yes,

Q And you remember that they are all females and no males
that époke to you? A, Yes.

Q@ What did they threaten you with if you testified?
A They just told me that I should not have said it.
Q Did they say why? A. No.
Q

Did they tell you the consequences of anybody testifying
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about the actions that were committed at the polls last
November, at the election? A. No, they didn't say anything.
BY MR, OSMERS:

Q Nobodyrat any time said that the testimony that your
sister had given was not true? A. They said she should not
have saild it.

Q Nobody at any ti@e said that the téétimony that your
sister had given was not true? A. No, they didn't say
Lnything like that.

Q You know that your sister would not tell anything but
the truth? A. Right.

BY MR. PALESE:

Q VWhat did you read in the paper that your sister had
said, if you were not here? A. I don't remember.

you

Q Miss Walker, ,don't mean to indicate to us that someone

ppproached you on the street and said, "You should not have

and talk about something else? Is that what you want us
to understand? A. Yes, sir;

Q You are an intelligent person. Do you suppose, if I
bame up to you in Jersey City and said, ®You should not have
Laid that,” that you would say, "Let us talk about something
else” ? A. I certainly did.

Q Do you mean to say that if someone talked to you

kaid 1t,"and that you just said to her, "Let us forget about 1t

4
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tomorrow in Jersey City about what you had said today, and
threatened you, that you would say "Let us forget about 1t"?

A I would say I wasn't there,

Q Yqu would say you wefe not here? A, Yes,

Q TWhy is it fhat you are ashamed to be here today?

A T am not ashamed of 1it.

Q If someone spoke to you tomorrow in Jersey City and

salid, "Why did you go down there yesterday--"

A I would tell them, "It is my business,"

Q Suppose that something appeared in the'paper_and they
raid to you, ™You should not have said it," what answer would
you make to tﬁat? A. T would still say:that it is my
business.

Q@ You would still say that it is your business?

A Certainly;

Q You wouldn't say, "I went down there and told the
%ruth as to what happened®? You wouldn't give that answer?
Wouldn't it be a better answer than telling them, "It is my
business,” if you are telling the truth? I am taking it that
you are telling the truth, and if something appears in the
papers tomorrow and someone talked to you about it, wouldn't
it be a better thing to tell, "I came down here to tell the

truth,” and not that it was your business? A. (There was

*‘10 answver,

J Q Is there any reason why you should not make that
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answer? A, No. i
Q@ If you are down here telling the truth, does it hurt
you to do that? A. No.

Q@ You are not doing anything wrong by coming down here
and telling the truth, are you? A. No.

Q@ Why wouldn'!t you tell people tomorrow that you were

here to tell the truth, instead of saying, it 1s my business"”

e

A Why should they know? They read it in the paper.
Q@ But if you came down here and told the truth you

pught to tell the world about it, and that would be the better

thing, i1f someone told you that you should not have done this
and should not have done that, instead of saying, "Let us
forget about it and talk about something else."” I honestly
do not go that far with you when you say that %hen they
@pproached you And you had not been here, to say "Let us forget
pbout 1t.” You are not telling us what happened. I think
&ou are keeping things back from us when you say that you let
them think your sister was not there and that you gave them
the answer you say you did. A, Who should know better?

Q@ They should know better, and sometimes people do not
;kell everything that occurs, and I think thié 1s one of those
ﬁnstances. A. I think I said enough today.

Q I appreciate that, and we all appreciate it that you are

not telling us everything that a person should tell. You

never can say enough when you are not telling the truth about
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letters than you are telling us here now, if I am a judge of
human nature, and I can't understand, if a thing occurs and
your sister recelves threatening letters, why you shouldn't
want to tell us that she did.

BY MR. MURRAY:

you and told‘you that your sister did not do the right thing
Wwhen she came here and testified to the truth of the actions
pof Commissioner McGovern in the First District of the First
ﬂard on Eleétion Day? A. I am not holding anything back.
Q fYou sald you knew these people who spoke to you, for
years, and still you can't ;emember the names, Do you think
this Committee believes that? You met them socially in
clubs that you and they go to_and you can't remember the
mame of one of them., Are you afraid of somethihg that will
be done to you? A. No.
Q Are you afraid -that they will threaten you?
A TNo, sir.
Q Are you afraid to implicate these people by giving
their names? A. No, sir,

Q@ Why don't you give their names? A. (There was no
ansver., )

Q Do you think it is a good condition, a condition that

what happened, I think you know a whole lot more about thesé

Q Are you holding back now because these beople spoke to :
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a good American should tolerate, to have pPeople threaten
them because they tell the truth about election conditions,
especially one like yourself, who got paid acting as an
officer there, for the people of Jersey City to say that
evérything was done right, to the best of your ability?

Po you think it is a good thing to keép sllent about those
l&hings and those persons who desire a continuance of the
conditions that you and I know exist in Jersey City?

A I have not heard anything else of anyone so far,
BYVMR. PALESE:

) Do.you think it 1s right for your sister to coﬁe here
and testify, and then receive a letter threatening her?

Do you think that 1s right? A, Bhe should come up and

testify alone,

Q@ Do you think that is right, for your sister to come her

W

and testify and then receive a threatening letter? Do you
think that i1s a proper thing to do? You can answer the |
huestion. | Do you think that 1:2;1ght thing to do, for peopl¢
ko threaten her because she came down here and testified?

A No.

Q You say that that is not right, and I suppose you would
say that it would not be right if you received a threatening

letter tomorrow because you had been here? A. Right.

Q What would you do if you received a threatening letter

tomorrow because you had been down here and testified? What

a8
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would you do with that letter? A. Nothing.

Q@ Nothing? A. No.

Q . You wouldn't tell aéjbody about it? A. No.

Q Why wouldn't you? | Do you think that is a proper
thing to do? Do you think that is a Proper thing to do?

A (There was no answer.)

o

Q@ I would like to know if you receive a threatening lettes
[tomorrow because you were here today telling us the truth
as to what you were doing. A. I would wailt and see if I
got another one.

Q@ Suppose you get a second one, what would you do?

A I would go down to see my ward leader,

Q@ And who would that be? A, Mr, Zelinski,

Q@ You would not come back here and tell this Committee
pbout it? A. No.

Q@ If it had anything to do with your testifying here

today, 1f that letter had any application to your coming:

down here today, you say that you would go down and see your |

ward leader? A. Right,

Q You think that that would be the proper thing to do?
A  (There was no answer.)

%Y MR. YGUNG:

Q Practically it would not do much good to make a come

Plaint to the police over there, would it? It would not?

A Right,

|



i
Anna Walker _ 1534

EY MR, PALESE:

Q You want us to believe that your sister told you,

%r that you had information that your sister had received

B threatening letter about her coming down here to testify,
pnd that you, as her sister, did not make any effort to find
put what was in that letter? A, It didn't concern me any.

Q@ The welfare of your sister did not concern you at all?

ﬁ threatening letter to your sister meant nothing to you?

A (There was no answer.)
BY MR. YOUNG:

Q May we put 1t this way, perhaps? You knew that she

received a threat? That is so, isn't 1it?
A Yes,
Q@ You were concerned about the fact that she had
f received a threat? That is so? You would not be her sister
mf you were not concerned about that, but you would rather not
know what the threat was? A. Right.

MR. OSMERS: Mr. Chairman, I think that Miss
Walker has been just as truthful as possible here, and‘
I know how 1t is sometimes, in family affairs. I
think that the Committee will agree that one member of
the family will sometimes try not to alarm the rest of
the family, and if Miss Walker's sister did receive

some threatening mail she probably would not tell the
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contents to her sister, whom sheAknew was going to
testify here, and I think she has been just
a8 truthful as she could be aboﬁt that matter.
Q@ May I ask you this, Miss Walker? Do you happen to
know whether that threat came from a source which made your
Lister think it would be carried out, or that it was simplyan
irresponsible party? A. I couldn't tell you that,
Q@ Do you mean that you prefer not to say, or that you

coulq not? A. I could not.
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(The following testimony was taken in a .
room adjoining the courtroom, and it was ordered that !
it be noted on the record that Edward Schwartz, Esquire

vas appearing as attorney for Miss Dora Arenson.)

DORA ARENSON, being duly sworn according to
L lav, testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY MR, YOUNG:

Q‘ ﬁiss Aroﬁson, yoﬁ.vere a member of the election board
of what district of what ward? A. Third Ward, First
District, ' -

Q And hov long have you been a member of that board?

A Two years.

iou served in the Prinarj this year? A. The Primary
And you served in the General Election? A; Yes.
And last year also the Primary and General Election?
No, the year previous to that.

1935 or 19367 A. 1936.

1936 and 1937*? A, Yes,

- O O PO O PO

Q Did you also serve in the Commission election? I

think ;ﬁoy had a Commission election in Jersey City in 1§36?
MR. MURRAY: 1937. .

A Yes, I served. j

Q@ You uﬁderatand the duties of an election officer?

A I suppose so by now,

|
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What position did you have on the board? A. Clerk.
ﬁo you live in the district? A, Yes,
Who appolnted you to the board? A, Mr. Kilmurray.
ﬁr. Kilnnrrsy? A. charles Kilnurray. ‘
He 1s the ward chairman? A. Ward leader,
Q On the recommendation of your district leader, do you
knov; A, I think so,. |
Q Do you know your district leader's namo; A. You
mean the Republican;

Q Yes. A. Yes,

Q VWhat is his name? A, Mr, Kilmurray.

Q Is he a district leader? I do not mean the ward,
I mean the district in vhich you served the First District

Lf the Third ward? A, That is Mr. Kilmurray that I know
of .

Q@ You don't know whether he happens to be district

lleader of that district as well as vard chairman? A, I |

don't know.

MR, OSMERS: What district and ward?

.
!
THE WITNESS: Third Ward, First District. !
What were you duties as tallyef, or wvhat did you do?_ !
I had the books, I did all the writing, |
fou had all the booﬁs? A. I had one book.

Which one was that? A. From A to XK.

e o0 o0 P o

ﬁid you also have the binder ror.thoso letters? A. No,
. I
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I did not,

' MR. OSMERS: The signature copiles,
THE WITNESS: Yes, the signature coples,

Who had that? A. The inspector of the board.

pid you have both binders? A, Yes.
And who had the other poll books from L to Z? |

3 l
The other e¢lerk.

Do you remember his name? A. McTighe, I think.

¥Who was the inspector? A, Mr, Connell.

O O OL P O O O

And Kane was judge of the board? A. He is the |

Eudge of the board, Mr. Kane.
|

Q How long have-you known him? A. Well, as 1long as

* wvas on that board.

| Q He has been on the board with you? A, Yes,

Q All of those people have been on the same board as

ﬁong as you have been there? A. The same officers.

Q@ Then you know the judge, and you got your system pretty‘
rall lined up? A. Yes. I have been working with them. ‘

] Q VWho had cﬁ;rge of the challenge sheet?

A The inspector.

Q That is, he had both of the binders and the challenge

heet ? A, The challenge sheet.

| A Oh, yes. He looked at it at all times.
' g
’ Q And were any voters challenged in the district? A. Yes.

.1 o

|
Q Did he ever refer to the challenge 1list? ‘
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Q And what was the custom of the board when voters |
veré challenged? A. Well, when they were challenged they
made out an affidavit fof the person that came in and they

voted on that affidavit.

Q Howv many people, do you know, voted on affidavits?

A I just don't recall., There was quite a few, I would }

say about ten, twelve.

Do you know how many were on the challenge list?

No, I do not.

Who had the order list, the black-list? |

» o » ©

fhe inspector also.

|
Q Did anyone whose name appeared on the order list appearn
to voteé A. I don't remember., |
Q Do you kﬁov vhether anybody voted on court order in |
$ouf di;trict? A. I don't remember that, %
Q What about assistance given to voters in that district?i

A Those that needed help got it, A Republican and |

Benocrat both went in.

Q VWere you one of those that went in to give help?
io, I was on the books all day.

Did iou leave there during the day at all?

fes, for lunch., '

Who took over the books while you were avay? |

fhe other clerk,

o » o » o >

fou had A to K? A, Yes. I suppose he took care of 1 -
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Q Who compared the signatures on the poll book with i
thoio 1& the binder? A. The other clerk and myself,
Q You compared the sigﬁatures? A, Yes, as far as I |
could. - |
Q Just how were you sitting, so we can get an idea how |
easy it'was to compare the signatures? A, T was sitting !
like here, and the voter came like'there (1ﬁdic;t1ng);
| Q Across the table? A, Across the table, 1

d And he would sign his name? A, Yes,

Q Where was the binder for A to K im which his original

sigﬁatnﬁe vas? A. Right near me.

Q Which side of you, ‘do you remember? |
l I Just don't remember that, .
Q bid you have many voters coming in? This is a pretty
big diaérict, isn't 1t? A. Quite a large'&iatrict, four |
&nndred and something. i
| Q A line of voters? A, At times there was a line, .

Q Did you compare every signature? A, Well, yes, I
did.

-

Q That ise- A, That is, I tried to as much as I

could if the line vﬁsn't too much.

Q I appreciate you get pretty busy on a day like that.
A Well, you do. |

Q You get pretty busy? A, Well, I was taking my time

Wbout it.
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Q How many people were in the pells all day?
|

A VWhat do you mean?

i ; Q Were they crowded? |

, ~ MR. OSMERS: Non-voters, I believe Mr. Young

; means, |

A Only those that were supposed to be there, a committee-

TR I —

man or deputies or anything like that.

Q Any deputies from Mr, Ferguson's office?

A I think there was,

MR. SCHWARTZ: May I speak to you?

(At this time Mr. Schwartz and the witness
conferred out of hearing of the Comnmittee.)

MR, SCHWARTZ: I am going at this time to
ask the Conmittée if iou'von't vait until a qQuorum
is present.

MR. YOUNG: It 1is perroctlj all right with
me, We hope touhave & quorum in a few minutes,

MR. SCHWARTZ: I would rather that this be
done with a qQquorum présent so there cannot be any
question raised.

MR. YOUNG: Well, we have to wait for
Mrs. Sanford.

(After a recess of a fev minutes Mr. Schwartz
decided to let the witness continue testifying.)

Q Were there any disturbances that day? A. No, dis-




they were in there during the day.

:

|
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turbances there.

they come dovn during the course of the day? A. Yes,

guess they went around to all the boards.

ﬁlection board? A. Through Mr. Kilmurray,

years ago, it was Mr, Rollins.

of thai district? A, Yes.

Q VWere the members of the County Election Board -- did

Q Por what purpose? A, Just to look around. I

Q Do you know them perspnally? A. No.

Q How long have you lived in that district, Miss

renson? A. About fifteen years.

Q And I take it that you are a Republican voter in that '

district? A. A Republican voter.

putside of voting the Republican ticket?

Q Have you ever taken any part in Republican politics {

A No, just social affairs or something like that.

Q How did you come to be appointed a member of this ‘

(At this time Mrs. Sanford took her place
with the Conmittee,)

Q Dbid z;u apply for that job? A. Yes, I asked for it.
. who

Q AskedAfor it? A. Well, at that time it was a fevw

Q Well, did you ask for it through your district leader

Q VWho was the district leader in that district?

A« |
A VWell, at that time it was Mr, Rollins that I know of. L
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I don't understand you.

|

;
Q You know about the organization of the County Comitteﬂ:,

|

idon't: you? A. Yes, |
| i

I Q Each district elects one man and one woman as a |

'member of the County Committee? A. Yes. |
I Q Now, who is district leader in that district? There
ouglit. to be two, a voman and a man, A, I just don"t

\remember his name, but I didn't get that job through him. '.
Q Do you know who ﬁe is? A, Yes, I know wvho he is
but I jvist cannot remember his name, |_

Q And vho is the woman? A. Well, she is a newv one

at present.,

Q She was just elected last year at the Primary?
A Yes, I don't know her name, [
a Do you know her when you see her? A, Yes, I know .

-

her when I see her,

Q Were they at the polls on Election Day? A. Yes,
both.

Q Do you remember whether they voted? A, Yes, they

both voted.,

|
|
l
Q Do you happen to know whether the other Republican {

ember of the board lives in the district? A, That I don't

ov.
(At this time Mr. Wiener took his place at

the counsel table.)
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But you know him, then, from serving on the board?

i know him from serving on the board.

ﬁut yoﬁ don't know whether he lives 1n‘the district?
No.

bo you knovw whether he voted there that day?

> o P o P o

i don't remember.
Q ibu voted there yourself, didn't you? A, In that
Place? |
Q Yes. A. Not in the polling place where I am on the
board I didn't vote.
Q VWhy not? A. I voted another voting place,

MRS. SkiFORD: A different distriet?

THE WITNESS: Yes,
Q I thought you said the Third Ward, First District?
A ﬁo, Third Ward, Sixth Diatrici, butAI am én the board
Fn the firsf. : ‘ . |
Q 8o you did not vote -= A, I did not vote at the
Place where I worked. .

Q The reason I ask that question, Miss Arenson, is

because there are'only three Ropublicaﬁ votes, and in one or
twvo instances four Republican votes, and if you lived in
that district == A. No, I do not. I must have misunder-
stood you before. : .

Q VWhen you came to the tally of the votes you did the
tallying? A, T did the tallying.

Q VWho elQe tallied with you? A, The other clerk.
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Q Whose name you say was McTighe? A, McTighe.
Q Who read the ballots? A. The judge of the board.
Q And vho strung them? A. The inspector, Mr. connell.!
Q And did you inspect any of the ballots? |
A No, I aid the tallying.
Q Howwere the ballots called? A. Well, one by one.
Q Just describe the procedure, will you?
A ﬁbll, wvhen they were taken out of the ballot box
Lhey vefe called off.

MRS, SANFORD: Were they opened when they
vere calleg off? ‘ “
THE WITNESS: Yes.
And taken one‘ﬁy one from the box? A. Yes.
How were they called, straight or splits?
There were splits, also, a few,

How did you tally, by straight or split?

P O » © ©

Well, I tallied them straight and the splits they kept

on the side.,

Q You kept the splits on the side or the straights on the

side? A, Well, I don't remember that now.

Q What I ;m trying to do is to find out -- you know what
tally Qheeté look like, of course? A, Surely.

Q@ You know how each name has got a long series of squares
. |after 1t? A. Yes,

Q ©Now, did they read the ballots straight through or just
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|announce straight Republican or straight Democrat?

A No, straight through, one by one.

Q Name by name? A. Name by name,

Q In other words, tﬁoy started off, they said, "Give

one ) " :
‘Moorq‘ give Stout one, give Walker one," right on down throug

the Assembly ticket? A, fes.

Q And then through the Freeholders and right down to

Gordon who was running for Justice of the Peace?
A Yes,

Q Each name was called? A. Yes, i

Q And you would tally that name by putting a tally by
that name? A. A tally as they called off that name,

Q So you didn't have a straight tally for the straight

tickets, that is cbrrect, is 1t? A, Yes, that is correct.

Q And vhere the thing would turn out to be a split

Eicket, it would be read as a split and you would have a

ifference in the total vote? A, Yes, they were not all

the same, they were different ones; each person had a

hirferent vote,

Q Then didn't 1t surprise you at the conclusion of the
Loto that éverybody on the Assembly ticket, with the exception
of Miss Maloney, had gotten 486 votes? A. I don't remember

%haf;

Q And Miss Maloney got 4857 A, I don't remember,
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‘ Q It didn't surprise you at all that it should turn out
Ebo even. It generally turns out pretty even over there,
doesn't 1t? A. I don't remember,

Q In the Genmneral Elect;on of 1936 you vere a member of

*he board there then, weren't you? A, Yes,

g In that General Election each oﬁe of the Democratic

candidates got 478 and each one of the Republicans got 18 vot{a,-

that is, on the Assembly ticket, It did not occur to you

|in 1936 that that was remarkably uniform?

A I don't remember that,

Q You don't remember that? A, No.

Q It wasn't a cause for comment in your mind that the
%ote wa§ 80 uniform as it appeared to be in this district
hn the General Election of 1937? A. I guess it just
happened, that is all.

Q Just happened that way. In other words, you put down

he taliies and when the thing c#ne out it was all 486, but
ou had tallies there to show it, so it was not aufprising to
you, that is right? Did you hear any protests by anyone as
the ballots were beiné read? A, I don't remember that,

Q I mean, there wvere chnllenger; there? A, Yes,

Q And deputies there? A, And deputies.

Q Did anyone protest that a ballot was marked or that

a b;llot should be counted one way or another?

A I don't remember that.
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Q You didn't hear anything of that sort? A, I didn't,

fbecause I was paying attention to my tallying and was not

listeniné to what wvas going on.

Q VWell, if the vote were stopped -~ A. If it should
Istop, of course. .

Q If somebody entered a protest that a cross was not in
Ithe right place or it was read wrong -- A, I didn't

hear any. |

Q VWould you say there were none? A, Well, as far as I
knew I don't think there was.

BY MR. OSMERS:

Q VWere yoﬁ on the election board at the Primary of last
year? ‘ A. Yes.

i Q Mr, Clee and Mr, Povell contended? A. Yes.

| Q I am rather interested in the figures we have here
that iﬁdicate that 90 Republican votes were cast in the
Primary. It also is rather interesting to note that out of
those 90 votes, 100 of them were cast for governor, 20 cast
for Mr, Clee and 80 for Mr, Powell, and you were tallying at
that election, too? A. I was tallying.

Q That wes an exceptionally good job. Did you compare
he siénatures of the voters with the sign;tﬁres in the
£1nders as the people voted on General Election Day?

A Yes,

Q Did you find any difference in the signatures?
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A Well, I am not an expert, I couldn't tell,
2 iou didn't refuse anyone the right to vote on the basis

of‘a different signature? A, No, I d4id not.

BY MR, GIULIANO:

Q In your eiperience as an election officer, did the judge

ievér réfer to the board any erased ballots?
P A No, I never heard of that.

Q In this district, from our records, it shows there
were twventy-three erased ballots, where they originally
marked them Clee and the Republican ticket, and that column
was erased and then marked in the Democratic column, Isn't
it a practise of the board meﬁbers; when a ballot is erased,
o refer that ballot for the purpose of deciding whether or
ot the board should count it? A. I didn't know there
a8 any erased ballots at that time,

Q Then you say the judge of the board never asked the
Dtﬁer members of the board as to whether or not the ballots
that were erased should be counted? A, I don't remember
Lhat,

Q VWould you say it was not done or you don't remember?
A I don't remember.
. HBB; SANFORD: If it were domne, wouldn't you

be likely te reﬁonber?

THE WITNESS: Oh, yes, if it wvas done.

MRS..SAIFORD: If they had stopped to say, "This
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is an erased ballot," you would remember that?

THE WITNESS: Oh, sure.

| Q@ What kind of A diltrict is this, a pretty intelligent

:|

[!distriet, isn't 1t?
p
| A Well, I think it is.

] Q ﬁell, you ought to know; you have lived there fifteen

'yoars.' A. I don't think they are ignorant, the majority.

Q Vbuldn't’you think it was something unusual that
Ltventy;three people should all make the same mistake, voting
the Republican ticket first and then erasing it? Wouldn't
you think that was unusual for your district for tﬁe type of
people that live there? A, As I told you, I didn't

know there were any erased ﬁalléts.

| Q@ I am telling you that there are twenty-three erased
ballots, originally voted for Clee. Don'!t you think that 1is
unusual for your district, you knowiné the people that live
in that district, that twenty-three people should all make

the same mistake? And that can be answered "yes” or "no.”

It is a simple question. A, It does seem funny.
Q It does seem funny, doesn't it?
MR, YOUNG: There weren't any protests that

you heard?

THE WITNESS: Not that I heard of.

]BY MR, OSMERS:

Q” At ihat'tine wvere you finished counting on the General

= - e
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Election, November Election Day? A, I don't just
remember the time; it was pr;tty late. |
MR. OSMERS: Well, within a half hour or so.
ﬁRS.’SANFdﬁnzh After eleven?
TﬁE WITNESS;- It was sometime around twelve,
I think., -
: MR, WIENER: How long have you been on the
board, nisé Aiéneon? ;
! THE WITNESS: Thr;e years,
ﬁﬁ. éiﬁLIARé: ’ Hov many members of your
family vofb? ol ‘ -
MR, YOUNG: She doesn't live in this district.
MR. GIULIANO: Pardon me,
MR, WIENER: How long have the other members
of the board béen on thé boafd in that district?
THE WITNESS: That I couldn't tell you. In
| all the three years I hﬁve wérked with them.
MR. VIENER:' The other three were there while
you were there? iy
THE WITNESS: Yes.
MR, GIULIANO: According to the records,
489 people voted. The original count, 482 voted
for Moore and 7 votéd for Clee. In other words, every
voter voted for the guberﬁatorinl'candidatee. Didn't

that seem to be ﬁnnsual that not one person in the
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district missed on voting for the governor?

THE WITNESS: I don't remember that,

iR. dIﬁLIANb: You don't remember that?

MR. béuﬁﬁs:’“were there any marked ballots,
any void bdllots? :

THE WITNESS: I don't remember that,

ﬁﬁ. éiﬁLIANé: 'Can you give any reason why
there should bértfenti-six more votes credited to
Moore than he actually got?

THE WITNESS: I don't remember,
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q' That vbuld be the fault of the man who was reading the
ballot;, wouldn't it? A. Well, I guess so,

Q You were just writing tﬁem doén? A, Yes,

Q May I ask you thist this is the challenge sheet for
your district?' A, !bs;

Q And you apparently signed 1it? A, Yes,

Q Opposite the name of all of the voters there is some
notation of whether they appeared, whether they voted or liveé
there, Now, are any of those in your handwriting?

A No, I didn*t take care of the challenge list at all,
I teld you;

Q Will you look through and see if by any chance--

A I know I didn't sign. No, the inspector had the

rhallenge 1list,
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Q They do not appear to be in your handwriting? |

A No, they are not in my handvriting. [

Q Your memory seems to be faulty in one or two particularJ

|

?

and I thought it might have been in this, A, No.

' Q About how many people were given assistance in your
Idistrict, do you know? A, I guess a few. Those that

needed it.

I
i
|
1
Q VWere you the one that gave the assistance? i
A No, I did not. |
&) Iov, vho were given assistance? What did they have !
]to shoi to get assistance? A, Well, f guess the real |
elderly people that came in and coﬁld not see that asked for '

it.

read and write? A, I don't remember. I didn't give no

l
l
Q VWell now, did you give assistance to anyone who could ]
‘Pssistance to anyone. '

|

Q Did anybody who signed thelr name in your book ask for

. séistance? A, I don't remember that,

Q Do you know how many people signed in your bock who
Ligned.by a cross? A, I don't remember,

Q You don't remember ﬁhether there were any at all?
L I dén't remember that,

MR, YOUNG: Have you the figures on the

assistance given, ﬁr. Wiener?

MR, GIBLIAIO: No affidavits of assistance in l

.
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the book.
MR. YOUNG: How many people were assisted, do
you know? . £ | -
MR. OSMERS: VWould they be noted on the
- challenge listfw % g
MR. YOUNG: No.
MR. GIULIANO: _bid you say ten or twelve
signed the booi s 4+ :
THE WITNESS: I said perhaps ten or twelve,
Hﬁ. 6sﬁERSz‘ For assistance in voting.
nﬁs. SANFOﬁDzH You mean signed by making a
cross, ‘ Aty
THE WITNESS: Making a cross, did you say?
ﬁﬁs.‘sAlFORb: Yes, ten or twelve that
signed the book, Qhaé'dm they sign it for?
THE WITNESS: Those that really needed
assistancé I éhougﬁt voﬁld be about ten or twelve,
MR, GIULIANO: Or ten or twelve or more,
THB‘HiTiﬁss:. I don't remember,
ﬁﬁ. éiULIAIO: There were aome&
THE WITNESS: Yes.
!ﬁ; GiﬁLIAKO: How is it there are no
affidavits in the poll books, affidavits of sssistance?

THE WITNESS: I don't remember that,

MR, GIUiIAid: Don't you remember anything that
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happened on Election Day?

THE WITNESS: I am telling you just what I

know, what I can remember, ]
BY MR. YOUNG:
Q@ 7You know when a person asks assistance you have to ask %

certain questions, don't you, Miss Arenson? A. I suppose

80,

Q I didn't ask you that. Do you know that? A. Yes,

Q You do know that when a person gets assistance you have

to ask them certain Questions, don't you? i

|
A Yes, '
Q And you do know wvhen a person gets assistance there

is in the back of the poll book an affidavit which has to be

filled out showing the person was given assistance, isntt
that so? A, TYes, !
Q And you suggest there were ten or twelve people who

mefe given assistance? A. Yes,

Q You yourself did not give them the assistance?

A I don't remember, : [
Q I mean you did not go in the booth with them? A, No,
I did not go in the booth wifh any of them,

‘ Q But you were pre#en; when theyapplied for assistance?

A Those that I heard, the few that wanted help,

Q You were present? A. Yes. l
Q And were there any of them in the A to K book that wante

assistance? A. I don't remember that. I don't think ther
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Q Well, that book will show, won!t it, whether people
signed-their name with a2 cross and were given assistance
because of that fact? A. Yes.

Q And the binder will show vhether those people were
registered as being illiterate, wontt it? A. Yes,

Q So if there are any people who got assistance in the
A to K book -- A, It would be down there,

Q -It would be perféctly evident, and there is no reason
for yoﬁ to lie to us about it, because we can check your
statements? A. Naturally, you can check it,

Q Now again, would you say that the reason that there are
no assistance affidavits in the back of your pell boek
is because there were no people given assistance in the A to
K column or there was no assistance given?

A I guess there was no assistance needed if it is not
written in the back of the book.
Q Have you always before filled in the affidavit in the
back of the book? A. Yes, I have.
Q  This challenge list vhieﬁ I havg shown you, has
pbqtatiéns against, I think, every name but one, as to whether
they voteg or whether they appeared =--

MR, OSHERS:I There are three against whom
no notations appeari ‘

Q ©Now, do you know whether all of those people who
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appeared signed an affidavit? A, I think that most of them

rid.

Q Well, let us ask you specifically. There was a Frank

Andrek. That would be in your book? A:k Yes,
a Q He fotod == I cannot read what it sayﬁ e
| MR, GIULIANO: "Yoted., Lives there."

Q Do you recolléciufakiﬁg‘an affidavit from hiQ that he
vot:.ed?~ A, I don't remember.

Q Did you ﬁave charge of the affidavits? A, No, I
did noé, the inspector had charge of that,

Q VWhen a fellow came in and voted or made an affidavit,
the inspector handed him the affidavit?
A Then I voted him in if he had an affidavit. '

Q bid your board hold any votes to determine whether a

1

|

' l

Lan on the challenge list should vote? |
1f

A Well, jhe got an affidavit he voted. |

| @ Were you sure every time that the voter signed an

ffida;it before you allowved him to vote or to sign his name
n your poll book? A, When he got the affidavit, then I

let him vote, I signed him in. Then he got the ballot.

Q In other words, you would not sign a man in unless he had

Ln affidavit? A. No, I didn't sign him in.

Q Did you refuse anybody? A. I don't remember that,
- MR, YOUNG: I don't think there is anything

more, any questionﬂ to ask this lady, are there?

——
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MR. OSMERS: I don't think of anything.
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(At this time the Committee went into the
courtroom to continue the hearing, at 11:50 a.m.)

MR, YOUNG: For the purpose of ﬁhe record,
I have been askéd to éead into the record the results
of the investigation, so far as we have been able to
get 1it, of the records of the members of the election
board wvhom we have been forced to make complaints

against by reason of their failure to testify.

For example, William Weiss,who was herelaatrridhy,
: |

arrested in 1931 on a ;harge of false pretense in
Essex County, and that charge was nolle prossed,
Edward Tem was arrested in December, 1933
on & charge of aiding and abetting aﬁlottery, and that
charge was nolle prossed in 1935.
Edwvard Czaplewski was arrested in 1932 on a
charge of disorderly conduct, fined $200 and costs.
Due to a discrepancy in the'name we had this
rechecked; and we find Henry Urbanek, who appeared be-
fore the Committee is tﬁe same as Andrew Urbanek, and,
Mr, Giuliano, perhaps you can read this better than I;
i haven't got the acquaintence you have.} What does it
Qhov? It shows a charge of receiving stolen goods?

MR. GIULIANO: The report of the Federal

|

|
|
1
|

Bureau of Invésfigatién shows that an Andrew Urbanek was

arrested on April 12, 1932, receiving stolen goods, and
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put on probation for the said charge for two years and
to make restitution. The report further shows that
Henry Ufban@k, accordiné to the prints,and Andrew
Urbanek are one and the same person, and the State
Bureau of Identification, Department of State Police,
shows that Andrew Urbanek was arrested for rechving
stolen goedé, and also shows that Henry Urbanek, who
was arrested in Essex County are oﬁe and the same
person.

MR, WIENER: Has it been noted in the record
that all these-peopie ﬁad been brought before the
Coomittee and arrested?

MR. YOUNG: Oh, yes.,

MR. WIENER: John Kane.

HR; RdBBIlS: Pmay I have i1t noted on the
record that I aﬁféaf'fof Mr. Kane?

MR. YOUNG: Yes,
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JOHN KANE, being duly sworn according to law,
te;tiried as follovs:
EXAMINATION BY MR. WIENER:
Q ” ﬂﬁat 1§ your fﬁll name, Mr. Kane? A. John Henry
Kane. ' | : '

Q And where do you réside? A. 2271 Boulevard,

Q Jersey City? A, Jersey City.
Q ﬁhere do you work? T A. For the county.
Q VWhat is your job, please? B VA8 beg pardon?
é ﬁhat is your job with the county? A. Laborer.
Q iith‘what department are you connecte&? {
A f come under the supervisor, _ l
Q ﬁnder the County Supervisor? A, Yes, |
Q And is your Civil Service rating that of laborer?
A I believe so.
Q Are you a Civil Service employee? A. I believe so.
I éu not sure. -
. Q How long have you worked rof the county?
A i refuse to answver,

MR. YOUNG: He knows whether he is a Civil
Service eﬁpleyee. 'Aroﬁ't you a Civil Service employee?
THE WITNESS: I imagine I am, I am not
sure., g = ‘ ‘ .

MR, YOUNG: Did you take an examination for you

Job?
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THE WITNESS: No, I didn't take no
exalination. ¥ ; |
Q YWhat is your salary? A. Twvo thousand, less a cut.
Q Is that your signature? Accérding to the challenge
sheet, designating the name of John Kane, 2271 Boulevard,
Judge, Democrat, Third Ward, First District of Jereey City? |
A I refuse to ansver on advice or counsel,
Q Don't you know whether you signed that or not? Isntt
that ynur signature? A. I refuse to answer.
Q Is that your signature on the second sheet?
A I refuse to answver,
Q Is that your signature on the third sheet?
A I refuse to answver,
ﬂR. YOUNG: Mr. Kane, you were amember of
the election board in the first District of the
Third Ward of Jersey City om llection Day, vere you? |
p THE VIT!ESS: I refuse to answver, ‘
Q Write your naie on tﬁat, please (handing witness papor);:
A (Witness signs paper.) |
4 MR, YOUNG: Did you open and read the ;
ballots fbr the vofiné at the close on November 2, 1937??
THE WITNESS: I refuse to answer on advice |
of counsel. .

MR, WIENER: I point out the similarity of the ;

signatures on“fhe cﬂallenge sheets with the signature
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just given, so there is no doubt this is the man who

did sign those challenge sheotsf
Q I take it that on advice of counsel you refuse to
ansver‘any questions which have been put to you or might be
put to you concerning your conduct as a member of the
;election board of the district known as the First District
lof the Third Ward of Jersey City? A. I refuse to
Lnuwer.' | ‘

Q You mean you refuse to answer <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>