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OnJduly 7, 2000, P.L. 2000, Ch. 58, entitled the* New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act”
was enacted. The Act provides anonymity and immunity from prosecution for abandonment to a parent
who voluntarily leaves, or arranges for another person to leave, his or her child a a police station or a
hospital emergency room. To qudify under the Act, the child must be or appear to be no more than 30
daysold. The purpose of the Act isto encourage a parent who might otherwise have abandoned an infant
in alife-threstening Stuation to leave the infant safely at a police station or hospitd, thereby saving the life

of the infant.

This Directive is intended to provide uniform procedures for law enforcement agencies in
regponding to cases fdling withinthis Act. 1t should be noted thet the Act provides immunity from civil or
crimind liability for good faith acts or omissons on the part of law enforcement personnd asfollows:

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



A State, county or municipd policeofficer and the governmenta jurisdiction employing thet
officer or an employee of an emergency department of alicensed generd hospitd in this
State and the hospitd employing that person shdl incur no civil or crimind ligbility for any
good faithacts or omissions performed pursuant to thissection. P.L. 2000, Ch. 58, &4f.

The procedures provided herein are divided into three Parts. Part 1 sets forth procedures to be
followed by law enforcement agencies in the event that a parent, or person acting on behaf of a parent,
leaves an infant at a police station and does not express an intent to return for the child. Part 2 setsforth
proceduresto befollowed by law enforcement agenciesregarding infants|eft at hospitals. Part 3 setsforth
respongbilities of the Divison of State Police Missing Persons Unit.

Gengdly, if an infant is left a a police Sation or hospitd in circumstances that conform to the
requirements of thisAct, local law enforcement involvement should be minimal. The Missing Persons Unit
of the Divison of State Police will work with the Divison of Y outh and Family Servicesto confirm thet the
infant has not been reported missing as required by P.L. 2000, Ch. 58, 84c. of the Act. The legidature
intended to provide parents with confidentidity and immunity from prosecution for abandonment.
Additiond investigations by local law enforcement will not be necessary in most cases. However, the
immunity from prosecution provided by this Act is limited to the act of abandonment. The Act specifies
that it“...shall not be construed to create adefense to any prosecution arisng from any conduct other than
the act of delivering the child as described herein, and this subsection specificdly shal not condtitute a
defense to any prosecution arising from an act of abuse or neglect committed prior to the delivery of the
child....” P.L. 2000, Ch. 58, &4e.

The procedures herein contain requirements that the Missing Persons Unit of the Divison of State
Police be contacted as soon as the infant’s safety has been ensured. A member of this Unit may be
contacted a any time of the day or night by calling the Division of State Police Headquarters at (609) 882-
2000 and asking for the Missing Persons Unit. After hours, a member of the Unit will be contacted by

pager.

The SafeHaven for Infants Hotline, operated by the Divison of Y outh and Family Services, may
aso be contacted at any time. The Hotline number is (877) 839-2339. Persons contacting the Police
Department to request information may be referred to this number.



Part 1. Proceduresto Be Followed in the Event That a Parent, or Person
Acting on Behalf of a Parent, L eavesan Infant at a Police Station
and Does Not Express an Intent to Return for the Infant.

1.1  General Principles

1.1.1 Thefird priority of the law enforcement officer or agency recelving an infant under the Act shdl be
to ensure the safety and well-being of the infant. All other procedures herein are subject to this
priority. Law enforcement officers or agencies should not delay taking action necessary to ensure
the safety and well-being of the infant in order to complete the additiona procedures outlined
below.

1.1.2 Theterm*State, county or municipa policetaion” isnot defined inthe statute. However, in order
to carry out the intent of this act, this should be read broadly to include Divison of State Police
barracks, Campus Police headquarters, community policing substations, or any other law
enforcement facility. No person attempting to deliver a child to alaw enforcement facility should
be turned away or directed to take the child to another law enforcement facility. 1f a person
attemptsto deliver achild to an officer on patrol, or to afacility whereit isimpractica to complete
the procedures outlined herein, the child shall be taken immediately to ahospita emergency room,
ether by the law enforcement officer, or an ambulance or first aid squad. The decision of how to
transport the child shall bewithin thelaw enforcement officer’ sdiscretion.* In making thisdecision,
the officer shdl congder the physical condition of theinfant, theavailability of aninfant car seet, and
the potential need for haste in reaching the hospita.

1.2  SafeHaven Applicability Deter mination

1.2.1 A law enforcement officer should immediately make a visud assessment of the infant for readily
apparent signs of abuse or neglect. Law enforcement officers are not obliged to remove the
clothing of an otherwise gpparently hedlthy infant in order to make this assessment. If sgns of
abuse or neglect are present, the person ddlivering theinfant to the law enforcement agency should
be detained and the locd Divison of Youth and Family Services Didrict Office should be
contacted. The Act does not provide adefense againgt child abuse or neglect prosecutions. P.L.
2000, Ch. 58, 84e. Under these circumstances, therefore, a child abuse or neglect investigation
should be conducted in the normal course. However, the Act does not automatically exclude an
abused or neglected infant from being left for placement. Consequently, the infant should be
trangported to a hospital, as described below. The State Police Missing Persons Unit should be
contacted if the infant cannot be identified during the course of the ensuing investigation.

1See §1.35.
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A law enforcement officer shal ask the person who ddivers the infant to the police station or
equivalent:

whether that person is the parent of the infant; and
whether the infant is no more than 30 days old; and
whether the infant is being deivered voluntarily; and
whether the parent intends to return for the infant.

N N N AN

The officer may not require proof of identification (see 81.3.1, below) if the case fdls within the
“New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act.” If the person who ddlivers the infant is not the
parent, the officer shdl ask whether the parent has voluntarily arranged for that personto leavethe
infant a the police Sation.

Inthefollowing circumstances, the* New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” doesnot apply:

< if the person ddlivering the infant is not the parent and indicates that the parent did not
voluntarily arrange for that person to leave the infant at the police station; or

< if the parent indicates that his or her actions are not voluntary (coerced); or

< if theinfant is more than 30 days old; or

< if the parent or person ddivering the infant expresses an intent to return for the infant.

If the*New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” does not apply the law enforcement agency
ghdl take seps to ensure the safety of the infant, notify the loca Divison of Y outh and Family
Services Didrict Office and begin an investigation. The State Police Missing Persons Unit should
be contacted if the infant cannot be identified during the course of the ensuing investigation.

The“New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” appliesonly to infantswho are or who appear
to be no more than 30 days old. This rule should be interpreted generously and the person
ddivering the infant to the police station should be given the benefit of the doubt if the infant
appears to be near 30 daysold. However, if the law enforcement officer or agency has credible
and reliable evidence that the infant is more than 30 days old, the “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant
Protection Act” does not apply. P.L. 2000, Ch. 58, 84a In such circumstances, the law
enforcement agency should take steps to ensure the safety of the child, notify the locd Divison of
Y outh and Family Services Didrict Office and begin an investigetion. The State Police Missing
Persons Unit should be contacted if the child cannot beidentified during the course of the ensuing
invedtigation.

If the infant gppears to be no more than 30 days old, shows no signs of abuse or neglect, and is
delivered voluntarily by a parent or a parent has voluntarily arranged for another person to leave
the infant at apolice station or equivaent and no intent to return for theinfant isexpressed, the case
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fdlswithinthe“New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” and the procedures set forth under
§ 1.3 below shdl be followed.

Safe Haven Procedur es

A law enforcement officer must inform any person who voluntarily delivers an infant pursuant to
the “New Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act” that the person is not required to disclose:

< the person’s name or other identifying information;

< the name of theinfant or the infant’s parent, if different from the person who ddiversthe
infant to the hospita or police Sation; or

< any background or medica information about the infant, or the infant’ s parent(s).

However, the person who deliversthe infant may voluntarily disclosethisinformation. P.L. 2000,
Ch. 58, 84g.

The person who voluntarily ddivers the infant should be requested to supply any of the following
information thet the person iswilling to disclose voluntarily:

any known medica history for the infant; or

any known medicd history for the parent(s); or

any known background information about the infant; or

the name of the infant; or

the name of parent or parents; or

the name of the person ddivering the infant if different from the parent.

N N N N N AN

The person ddivering the infant shdl not be compdlled to disclose any portion of the requested
information.?

The person delivering theinfant shal be permitted to leave and shall not be detained while awaiting
medica clearance regarding the condition of the infant. The person ddivering the infant shal not
be required to accompany the infant to the hospitd.

A State, county or municipa police officer shal immediately take the infant to the emergency
department of alicensed generd hospita inthis State. P.L. 2000, Ch. 58, 84e.

2|t is anticipated that a form capturing this information will be developed by the Department of Human
Services. Upon completion of this form, it will be distributed to law enforcement agencies for use in
conjunction with these procedures.



1.3.5 If it would be safer for the infant to be transported to the hospitd by other means, the law
enforcement officer or agency receiving the infant may arrange for trangportation of the infant to
a hospital by an ambulance or first aid squad.® However, a law enforcement officer should
accompany theinfant to the hospita in order to ensure that the hospital properly receivestheinfant
and isinformed that the infant has been left with the law enforcement agency pursuant to the New
Jersey Safe Haven Infant Protection Act,” unless no law enforcement officer is available for this
detail.

1.3.6 The law enforcement agency must immediatdly inform both the Divison of Y outh and Family
Services Safe Haven for Infants Hotline (1-877-839-2339) and the State Police Missing Persons
Unit (1-609-882-2000) that an infant has been left with thelaw enforcement agency and isenroute
to ahospitd.

1.3.7 The law enforcement officer trangporting the infant may leave the hospital once the hospitd has
taken possession of the infant and the law enforcement agency has completed the notifications
required in section 1.3.6.

1.3.8 The law enforcement agency shdl record any information known regarding the infant and the
circumstances of the ddivery of theinfant to the police station. This information shall be provided
to the hospitd recaiving the infant.

1.3.9 On the next business day the law enforcement agency receiving the infant shal inform the Child
Abuse Unit of the County Prosecutor’s Office of the recaipt of the infant. No action is required
by the County Prosecutor’ s Office, absent evidence of abuse, neglect or some other violation of
crimina autes.

1.3.10 All press or other media inquiries pertaining to the handling of the Safe Haven infant shall be
directed to the Department of Human Services, Office of Information Servicesat (609) 292-3703.

3In many circumstances, it may be a better practice to transport the infant in a vehicle other than a police
vehicle. For example, thiswould be trueif the law enforcement agency does not have an infant car seet
reedily available or if the infant gppears to require medicd attention.
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Part 2: Procedures to Be Followed by Law Enforcement Agencies
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Regarding Infants L eft at Hospitals.

The Divison of State Police, Missing Persons Unit is Designated the Lead Law
Enforcement Agency for thelnvestigation of “ SafeHaven I nfant Protection Act” Missing
Persons Cases.

Whenaninfant isleft at ahospitd pursuant to the Safe Haven Infant Protection Act,” the Division
of Youth and Family Services shdl immediately notify both the Divison of State Police Missing
Persons Unit a (609) 882-2000, and the local law enforcement agency, in whose jurisdiction the
hospital islocated. If the Divison of Youth and Family Services has information thet the infant
resides in another jurisdiction, it shal dso notify the locd lav enforcement agency in tha
juridiction.

Responsibilities of L ocal Law Enforcement Agencies.

The purpose of the natification to the local law enforcement agency is to ensure that there is no
ongoing search inthat jurisdiction for amissing infant fitting the description of the Safe Haveninfant.
The primary responsibility for investigating whether the Safe Haven infant hasbeen reported missing
elsawhere rests with the Divison of State Police, Missing Persons Unit.

Upon receiving a report of a Safe Haven infant within its jurisdiction, the loca law enforcement
agency shdl determine whether any infant has been reported missng within its jurisdiction within
the preceding 30 days. If S0, theloca law enforcement agency shdl immediately notify the Division
of State Police, Missing Persons Unit.

The loca law enforcement agency is not required to conduct an independent missing persons
investigation of the Safe Haven infant incident. Upon request by the Divison of State Police,
Missing Persons Unit, the locd law enforcement agency shal assst in the investigetion.



Part 3: Responsibilities of the Division of State Police, Missing Persons
Unit

3.1 Initial Response

3.1.1 TheMissing Persons Unit shdl be the central |aw enforcement contact and lead |aw enforcement
agency in al Safe Haven Infant Protection cases*

3.1.2 At least one representative of the Missing Persons Unit shal be available by pager at dl times.
After hours contacts shal be made by cdling State Police Headquarters at (609) 882-2000 and
requesting the Missing Persons Unit.

3.1.3 Upon receiving notice of a Safe Haven Infant Protection case, the Missing Persons Unit shall
immediatdy contact the loca law enforcement agency. On the next business day the Missing
Persons Unit shdl inform the Child Abuse Unit of the County Prosecutor’ s Office of the receipt of
an infant. No action is required by the County Prosecutor’s Office, absent evidence of abuse,
neglect or some other violation of criminad datutes.

3.1.4 If theinfant is unidentified, the Missing Persons Unit shdl immediately begin an investigation to
determine whether the infant has been reported missing.®

3.1.5 All press or other media inquiries pertaining to a Safe Haven infant shal be directed to the
Department of Human Services, Office of Information Services at (609) 292-3703.

3.2 Investigation Procedures
3.2.1 TheNationa CrimeInformation Center (NCIC) Unidentified PersonsFile shal be utilized as soon

astheindividua identifying characteridics of the infant which are necessary for the basic file entry
become available. An offline search shdl be conducted and the infant shal be entered in thefile.

“This does not include child abuse invedtigations or cases in which the Safe Haven Infant Protection Act
does not apply. See§1.2.

*The Act Sates “Thedivision shal commence athorough search of dl listings of missing children to ensure
that the relinquished child has not been reported missing.” P.L. 2000, Ch. 58, 84c. However, there are
no officid ligtings of missing children available thet the Divison of Y outh and Family Services may search.
Therefore, the assistance of the Missing Persons Unit isrequired to accomplish thistask and effectuate the
intent of the Act.



3.2.2 A Fle 25 (NLETYS) teetype messages with dl avalable, pertinent information regarding the
unidertified infant shal be broadcast concurrently with the entry into the Nationa Crime
Information Center Unidentified PersonsFile. Thetdetypewill be broadcast on astatewide basis
and expanded as the need arises.

3.2.3 A photograph of theinfant and any availableidentifying information shal be posted on the website
of the Nationa Center for Missing and Exploited Children. Thisinformation shdl be removed 21
days following the date upon which the Division of Y outh and Family Services assumed the care,
custody and control of the infant.®

3.2.4 If the Missng Persons Unit is contacted by another law enforcement agency regarding apossible
match of the unidentified infant with a missing child, the Missing Persons Unit shdl immediatey
notify the Divison of Y outh and Family Services.

3.25 Uponreques, the Missng Persons Unit shdl provideto the Divison of Y outh and Family Services
an afidavit or certification, setting forth its efforts to determine whether the unidentified infant has
been reported missing, and the results of its efforts.

3.2.6 TheDivison of Youth and Family Services shdl notify the Missing Persons Unit of the entry of an
order by the Family Court for termination of parenta rights and adoption of theinfant. Upon entry
of such an order, the consent” of the Division of Y outh and Family Sarvicestoindusion of theinfant
in the Nationa Crime Information Center (NCIC) Unidentified Persons File shdl be considered
rescinded. The Missng PersonsUnit shal removedl information regarding the infant from NCIC.

®This coincides with the obligation of the Division of Y outh and Family Services to file for termination of
parental rights within 21 days of assuming care, custody and control of the child.  P.L. 2000, Ch. 58,
83b(3).

"The consent of the unidentified person is required for entry into the Nationad Crime Information Center
(NCIC) Unidentified Persons File. SCIC/NCIC Operating Manual, Part 11, Unidentified Person File,
8§11



