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It is with some reluctance that the writer of this ser-

consents to its publication, because, in his opinion,
which are peculiarly li

lt
mon

belongs to that class of sermons
able to be overrated, as delivered from the pulpit. He

commits it to the press, however, from respect to the o-

pinion of his friends, and in the hope that it may
contrib

ute something to encourage the elforts of Christians in do

ing good.
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JAMES iii. 5.

« BEHOLD HOW CHEAT A MATTER A LITTLE FIRE KINDLETH.

E VERT child knows that a spark of fire is a little thing.
It is extinguished by a drop of water ; or, if let alone,

dies of itself. Yet a spark of fire often becomes the in

strument of extensive utility or mischief. A spark of fire

from the flint or the match, spreads the field of battle
witli the dead. A spark of fire is communicated to a mag

azine of powder : in a moment, massy walls of wood and

stone, the pride of war, and the labour of years, yield to

the frightful explosion; and, scattered in a thousand
fragments, spread terror and destruction. A spark of
fire lights in a closet, or on the roof of a building ; a fam

ily start from their slumbers to see their dwelling, with

all its contents, in a blaze. The flames kindle upon the

nearest buildings ;—the neighbourhood is involved in the

spreading ruin ; and, behold, a city is laid in ashes !

The text suggests one leading thought, which I trust is

now clearly before your minds ;
Great effects resuit from eittee causes.

Let us attend to the illustration of this truth, and its

application to practical purposes.
The extent of the kingdom of providence, and the con

nexion of minute with great events, is a subject with
which our duty and happiness are deeply concerned.
When I speak of causes and effects, let me not be under
stood to exclude or overlook the supreme agency of that

almighty hand which created, and which controuls al-
Ihings. What are called the laws of nature are nothing
distinct from the divine will operating in a uniform man

ner. In support of the proposition suggested by the text,
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we derive an argument, then, from the general doctrine
of a divine j)rovidence. Tlie argument is this.—God cre

ated the world. As an intelligent Agent he must have
created it for some end. To secure the accomplishment
of that end, lie must govern it,* and his government, to

be effectual, must be universal. It must extend to little

things ; to all things. So the bible teaches. The spar
row, though only equal in value to half a farthin
beneath the care of the great Jehovali.
young ravens, and clothes the lilies in beauty, and
faers e ven the hairs of our headS.* This he does with ulti

mate reference to the great objects of his kingdom. So

reason teaches. A very limited acquaintance with the
connexion of causes and effects, must satisfy us that, in

the government of providence, great things often depend
on squall tilings. A moment seems scarcely worth
regard; yet centiu-ies are made up of moments. The
mountain that rears its stately head to tlie clouds, is com

posed of grains of dust. The river that rolls its majestic
tide to the ocean, consists of drops,
its \vatei*s ; but followed backwards to its source, it be

comes now a rivulet, and now a spring bubbling from the

rocks of some distant region.

The greatest events whicli the world has witnessed,
have resulted from a combination of

is notO'

He feeds tfie

mim-

our

Here navies float on

concurrent causes,

each of which might seem altogether unimportant in it
self.

Take the subject to illustrate which the Apostle ut
tered the text. The tongue is a little member; yetit may

a world of iniquity, and set on fire the course of
6t

prove

nature.” We need not draw examples from the nmnstrous
folly of duellists, when so many examples are to be found

among rational, sober men, and even in the Christian
Church. That little member speaks a woi'd. A partial
alienation betwixt two friends, commences; by the whis
pering of other tongues, increases ; becomes coldness,
then Jealousy, then enmity. Their own passions, the
partialities of friends, the ofBciousness of tale-bearers,
act with combined and mischievous effect, till a triwal
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inisundei'staniUiig, wliich might have been amicably
ae j ist-din one minute, becomes an incurable and ruin
ous controversy.—Suppose the parties to be pastors in the

chiirch : suppose them to be prime ministers of a nation,
and see liow the conseq^uences rise into incalculable im

portance.
To change the figure, and adopt that of Solomon, “ The

beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water.
The breach in a dam, which might have been covered
with a man’s hand, was neglected, and occasioned a de

luge.
The same connexion betwixt small things and great,

runs through all the concerns of our woidd. The igno
rance of a pliysician, or the carlessness of an apothccai-y,
may spread death tlirough a family or a tow n. How' often

has the sickness of on ■ man become the sickness of thou

sands ? How often has the error of one man become the

5.*

error of thousands ?

A fly or an atom may set in motion a train of inter
mediate causes which shall produce a revolution in a

Any one of a thousand incidents might liavekingdom,
cut off Alexander of Greece in his cradle. But if Alex

ander had died in infancy, or had lived a single day lon

ger than he did, it might have put another face on all the

following history of the w'orld.
Great effects may result from little causes.
Let us pursue the illustration of this truth, as furnish

ed by experience and facts.
The* woman took of the fruit and did eat; and gave

In it-also unto her husband with her, and he did cat.

self how small was this action ; but it ruined a ivorld !

One hand did the deed, in one moment ; but hundreds of
millions have been involved in the consequences, through
sixly centimes,

A spark of envy in the bosoms of Joseph’s brethren
at tiie

99

grew into a settled enmity, and led them to aim
d struction of his life. Here commenced a series of e-

-vents which occasioned the removal of Jacob’s family to

Egypt, and wliich gave complexion to the affairs of two

nations through all subsequent periods.
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j'lio seed of Jacob who came down to Egypt were on-
Jy seventy persons. During their residence in that land,
they niultifdied to six Jiundrcd thousand fighting men!
J he king ot the country, alarmed at this increase, issued

a barbarous edict that every Ilehi’ew male ciiild should
he destroyed at its hirth. To avoid the execution of this
decree. Hebrew mother, having concealed her littlo
son for three months, resolved to commit the babe to the

mercy of Providence, with no protection from the ele
ments and the monsters of the Nile but an ark of buH
rushes. Soon a stranger passed by that way, just at the
moment that the babe wept. That stranger was a woman,
whose heart could feel for a poor forsaken infant: a prin

cess too, the only person in Egypt who might safely in

dulge this tendo-ness. TJie child was saved, and adopt
ed as the son of the king’s daughter. Little did that prin

cess know what she was doing. That weeping infant,
ms rescued from death, was to be the minister of divine

vcipancc to her haughty father and his kingdom ; was
to be 1 lie amanuensis of the Holy Ghost; was to write five

books of the sacred canon, containing the only authentic
Instory of the creation and first ages of the world ; was

to become a distinguished legislatoi-, deliverer, and guide
to the Church of God.

Joshua’s victorious march into Canaan was suddenly ar

rested. His army were compelled to fly before their
mies : all was consternation and distress, y ;
matter ? A single man out of the twelve tribes had
!>ezzlcd two articles from
>0 divine command.

ene-

What was the

1 em-

he spoils of Jericho, contrary
Achan committed trespass in this

?hing, “ and wrath fell upon all the congregation of Is
rael.-’’

Restrained by tiie energy of Joshua’s authority and ex

ample, Israel prospered ; but his death was followed by
a rapid decline of piety and morals. In this period of li

centiousness Micah stole from his mother eleven Inin-
dred pieces of silver. By a process which exhibits one

the strangest traits in tJie human character, namely,
hie connexion betwixt depravity and superstition, Micak
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came to the resolution to appease his conscience by mak

ing this stolen silver into a^god. A vagrant Levite from

Bethlehem Judah became his priest. From this smail
beginning idolatry spread like a leprosy through tlic na

tion. The fear of God was extinguished ; and such prof
ligacy of manners ensued, even in the beloved tribe of

Benjamin, that a peaceable stranger could not lodge a-

mong them one night in safety. One of the most dire ca

lamities which flowed from these impieties, was civil war.

Brother was armed against brother; and in three despe
rate battles sixty five thousand men were slain,
hold how great a matter a little fire kindleth.”
The sons of Eli made themselves vile, and he restrain

ed them not. This negligence in the judge and the
priest of Israel proved a source of the deepest anguish to

himself and Iiis country. Tiicse lawless

Be-if

sons, having ac
cess to the sacred utensils of the tabernacle, carried away
the Ark of the covenant into the camp, to ensure victoiy
over the Philistines. God was angry ; Israel was smitten
with a terrible slaughter ; and tlie Ark was taken. In

the mean time Eli heard what his sons had done. His
heart trembled. Blind with age, and bending under the
decrepitude of ninety eight years, he tottered away to the

gate of the city and sat down tliere, that he might catch

the first rumour from the army. Oh should the Ark be
taken, the glory of Israel would be gone! With what pro

fane triumph would it be told in Gath, and published in

the streets of Ashkelon! Presently a tumult is heai-d
a messenger has come from the army :—where is Eli ?
What meanetli the noise of the tumult.

ff

said the poor
old man to the messenger panting for breath ? “ wliat is

there done, my Israelis fled before the FMlis-
tines: there hath been a great daughter among the people ;

thy two sons, Ilophni and Phinehas, are dead ;■ and the Abk
OF God is taken.” Eli heard all with composure till

“ the Ark of God isthe dreadfid event was announced,

taken that was too much ; his heart sunk, he fainted,
fell backward, and died.—From that day the ruin of Shi

loh was dated. From that fatal day their candlestidc



%vas removed out of its place, and their city dwindled to

nothing. .
In tlie sequel of the Jewish history wc read that Goli

ath of Gatli came forth, day after day, and with an atti

tude of daring i opiety challenged the Hebrews and their

God. Tlie men of war were struck with disniixy, and the

cap ains of Israel, with trembling hearts, and at a cau

tious distance, looked at the mighty man.
At loigth a siripling shepherd, tiie son of Jesse, unfit,

as was supposed, for the fatigues of war, was sent to tlie

camp, on a common eri’and, to carry provisions and in

quire for the welfare of his brethren. By permission of

the king he entered the lists to fight with Goliatli. Clad

in no armour but faith in tlie Lord of hosts, and using no

weapons but a sling and a stone, the giant fell before him.

Thus a common stone, which had lain perliaps useless

and unnoticed for ages in the bottom of a common brook,
slew the champion and routed the army of the Philis
tines, and decided a battle on which the interests of a

nation were suspended.
Great effects may result from little causes.
I have drawn out the illustration of this truth in so

many particulars, because I wish to impress it on every
person in this assembly with reference to the practical
instruction which results from it.

This instruction may be included under two general re

marks.

First. It is a solemn thing to live in this world.
We are a part of a complex system. Connected as W6

are with our fellow beings, and with eternity, every ac

tion, every circumstance pertaining to our character,
however apparently Indifferent, becomes absolutely im

portant. If the history of our race in past ages proves
this, no less does the course of events within our own ob

servation. We have just witnessed the winding up of a

drama in which all the world have been actors. Little

did its first authors anticipate the awful lesson of instruc

tion to mankind which its progress has exhibited. A
few licentious men, having organized the principles of anv
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arcliy in the heart of Europe, blew the fire in secret for

half a centurj , when it burst into a tremendous explo
sion. Like Etna’s b iling furnaces, it poured out its
rivers of flame, to mar all that was fair, and consume all

that was flourishini; around it. Every monarchy in Eu
rope was shaken. Political and religious systems, rear
ed by the labour of ages, felt the concussion, and fell among
the mighty ruins of this sweeping desolation.
At length the chief actor in the dreadfid scenes of the

last twenty years,—lie at whose colossal stature the world

trembled,—has fallen to the size of a common man, pre
eminent now in nothing but guilt. But when we look back

on the convulsions of the nations, the amount of sin and

suffering, tlie slaughter of human beings, occasioned by
this single man ; we have demonstration never before ex

hibited, Tand Heaven grant it may never be repeated,)
that “ one sinner destroyeth much good,
not choose to be the meanest beggar that ever walked, nay

the meanest worm tliat ever crawled, rather than be that
man !

I grant that efforts to do mischief arc wont to be at

tended with fatal success, because they co-operate with

the strong downward course of human depravity. Tlie
river forms a broader and deeper current as it runs. The

rock that is staided from the mountain’s summit by a sin

gle hand, rushes downward by its own weight; but a
tliousand hands could not roll it back,

which Jeroboam did in Israel, lasted through twenty gen
erations.

On the contrary, it is easy to name those who have
been illustrious benefactors of the world. Who can esti

mate the amount of good accomplished by Moses, by Ne-
hemiah, by Paul, by Luther ? Who can pretend to de
termine, till it is revealed in eternity, the extent of good
produced by the preaching of Whitefirld ; or the number
of imt.nortal souls that will be found at last to have been

saved from eternal death by the instrumeiPality of Bax

ter’s Satnfs Rest, or of the Assembly’s Catechism ? In

59

Oh who would

The mischief
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tliis view eveiy preacher of the Gospel may well tremble
at the consequences which must result from liis labours ;

at the consequences which matj result from a singlenay,

word or action. With awful emphasis then may it be
said of the preacher whose doctrine or life is liabitually
corriii)t, “ Good had it been for that man if he had not been

born.”

But admitting that it is a solemn thing to live as the

ruler of a nation, or the pastor of a church, does the

subject apply to persons in common life ?
thougli you occupy a humble station : only remember that

you are immortal, and that others around you are immor
tal ; and what importance docs this single thought attach

to every thing you say or do ? You take a walk ; you
read a book ; you spend an hour in a social circle,
thing is done and forgotten. But, imperceptibly per
haps, you have received impressions on your own mind,
or have given impressions to some other mind, that will

last forever. Every man and every woman is connected
with God’s world by a thousand ties, and cannot live, no

not for a single day, without doing good or evil.
You are a professed Christian. Perhaps you sometimes

forget the vows of God which are upon you; and give
such license to your tongue, or to your actions, as to

wound the cause of the Redeemer. Did you ever soberly
look at consequences in this case ? Did you ever reflect
that what you have done in one half hour, may have in

fluence a thousand miles distant, or a thousand years t«

come ? A mortal pestilence spread over a city : that pes

tilence was introduced by a ship’s crew, among whom it

was generated by a small defect in their ship ; and that

defect was occasioned by the gnawing of a worm in an

oak that grew on another continent a century before.
The temple of Jerusalem was built by the labour and

wealth of a nation ; yet a single firebrand, thrown by a
common soldier of the Roman army, consumed this mag
nificent edifice which had been the wonder of the world.

You are a father. Do j'oii say, how can I, an obscure
man, Avlio have no influence on the affairs of the great

It does. Wha^

The
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world, do miscliief by toy example ? 'What was that uu-

,s;uardcd word which you spoke this morning in your fam

ily 7 Toil have forgotten,—^l)ut your child will remem
ber it perhaps to his dying day. Say not then, I, who
am obscure, may act without resti-aint, especially when

secluded from the world, in the retirement of my family.
Obscure !—^You are iinmorUd. You must go to the judg
ment; and every wliisper of your life will be exhibited
before an assembled universe ! Secluded I—W hat if the

of the world docs not follow you into the domestic cir-
eyc

cle ? Is it not restraint enough that your child is there ?

That child has a soid, worth more than a million globes
of gold. That child too may become a legislator, or

a

judge, or a pastor in the Church. Yake care, parent!
Y'ou act under a dreadful responsibility. You cannot
slir without touching some string that will vibrate after

vour head is laid in the dust. One word of pious counsel,
word of sinful levity or passion, uttered in theor one

hearing of your child, may produce an effect on your
children’s children. Nay, its inlluencc may be felt on

the other side of the globe, and may extend into eternity.
You are a mother. Excluded from any share in the

Bplcndid achievements of the world, is your influence there
fore to be deemed ^unimportant ? By no means. The
wife of a humble tradesman in London had a son, who at

his birth was a])parently destitute of life, and was laid a-

side as dead. By the assiduities of a faithful nurse tl.e

expiring flame of life in the infant was happily preserved.
His Christian mother dedicated him to God, « and before
he could read, taught him the history of the Old and New

Testament, by the assistance of some Dutch tiles in the

chimney of the room where they usually sat.” Thiit
child was Pniiip Doddridge ; afterwards, as you

of the most useful minister's that has lived inknow, one

any age.

By whose instrumentality was the prophet Samuel eu-
ucated for an exalted station in the church ? By that ol

his mother Hannah. Who taught young Timothy the
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tioly Scriptures ? His grandmotbcr Lois, and Tiis mothct'
Eunice. Wherever the writings of the la.te vi n- rable
John Newton shall be read, it will be known that the i?ir

structions which his pious mother gave him before he w as

four ijears old, fastened an impression on his conscience
which cleaved to him through all his subsequent licen
tiousness, till he became an eniinentbeliever and preacher
of that Gospel which he had dt spised. In connexion with

this take another fact, which sjtreads out our subject be

fore us in all its interest. Claudius Buchanan, a poor

youtli, wandering in the streets of London, incidentally-
heard a sermon from Mr. Newton, which excited his

first religious impressions. How much good has been
done by the indefatigable efforts and enterprise of Bu

chanan ! How little did he know, when he took his pen

to w rite on that text, “ \ye have seen his star in the east,

and are come to worship him,” that he was kindling a

fire to burn with unabated fervour in millions of bosoms,

when the hand of death should have extinguished it in his

own ! How many thousanils arc every day instructed
and comforted by reading the Family Bible of Scott,
another man to whom Newton was a si)iritual father !

Look now at this immense sum of good, and remember

t'lat, so far as human agency deserves to be mentioned

in any case, all this is to be as( ribed, under God, to the

iustructions w hich a little child received from his Cliris-

tian mother.

My second general remark is, that we should never
yield to discouragemevt in onr efforts to do good.
Though the result of these efforts in any case should

not be so immediate as we could wish, we are called to

the exercise of faith, and patience, and courage, not of

despondence. The ^rsf question is, in every such case,
is this a good object ? The second is,—by Tvhat means

shall it he accomplished ? Settle these, and there is no

third question,
shall not be given over, is beneath the dignity and ener

gy of Ghristian principles. I know that the cause of piety

To deliberate whether such an object
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and good morals has stubborn obstacles to encounter.
Tiie majority of the world is against it. Still the fi i; nd

of this cause may say with fearless confidence, like the

prophei’s servant, “ They that be with us are more tlian

they that bo with them.’* Here again let facts speak for

our instruction.

I'he disciples of Christ were once a feeble, despised
sect at Jerusalem. The Jewish senate deliberated wheth

er to crush this sect at a stroke, or to let it die of itself.

But behold, “ the weakness of God is stranger than men.

Twelve fishermen of Galilee, without learning, without
power, withouf'.’eiends, erected the standard of the cross.

Hosts of opposition gave way before the triumphs of truth:

and all the wealtli and wisdom, the pride and prejudice,
the power and policy of the world, could not resist its

progress.

But we need not survey past centuries. The astonish
ing events which we have recently witnessed, rebuke des*

pondence in doing good.
Look at the concert of prayer. A few British Chris

tians, in a private chamber, resolved to set apart an hour

on the first Monday evening of every month, to pi-ay for

the revival of rc ligion. The flame spread from minister
to minister, and from church to church, till it reached the

extremities of the empire in which it began. From Bri
tain the same spirit has been kindled in various parts of

Europe, Asia, Africa, and America.
It is no enthusiasm to hope that all Christendom will

soon unite in this concert | and that the spirits of Luther,

and Baxter, and Edwards, will look down from their a-

bodes of light, to witness the clmrch resting from her long '
CO nflict and agony ; and her prayers from every part of

the globe ascending in one great cloud of incense to heav-

f

99

►

en.

Look at the little band of men who formed the first

Missionary Society in modern times. With means ut

terly incom[)etent to the magnitude of their undertaking,
they assumed a motto worthy of the apostolic agej—
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Expect great things j attempt great things. ’

The history of their labors anil successes for twenty
three years, demonstrates that no obstacles are too great

to be surmounted, no enterprise of Christian benevolence is

too arduous to be undertaken, in the strength of the Lord.

Look at the British and Foreign Bible Society. In ten-

years from its establishment it has disti-ibuted more than

million Bibles and Testaments; has filled the world
with kindred societies, and with the fruits of its benefi-

Within t .elast year alone its expenditures for

a

cencc.

this sacred object were three hundred and seventy six
thousand dollars. '
Look at the British Tract Society. At its fourteenth an

niversary one of its founders said, “ I have followed this

Society from its birth: at first we could not number more

friends than would surround this table. But this infant
has become a Sampson in strength.
«ome of more than twenty thousand dollars, it has dis
tributed at least twenty millions of Tracts, in various
languages, which have gone as winged messengers of
salvation to the ends of the cartli. Tliey have preached
the Gospel in the splendid mansion, and in the humble
cottage. They liave carried instruction “ to the child in

the school, to the traveller on the road, to the soldier in

the camp, to the seaman on the mighty waters, to the vic

tim of disease in the hospital, and to the debtor, the cap

tive, and the criminal, within flic walls of the prison.
Look at the wmnderful efforts to do good which our

country exhibits. Time would fail to mention the
societies for promoting domestic and foreign missions, Bi

ble Societies, Tract, Moral, Education, and other charita
ble associations, which have recently sprung up without
number, and some of which are among the noblest nisti-

With an annual in-99

99

own

tutions of the age.

Eight years ago there was not a single Bible Society-
in the United States: now there arc sixty two. Three

there was scarcelyone Moral Society: nowyears ago

there are hundreds.
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Shall I swell this list of encoura.i^ements to persever
ance in doing good ?—then look at the examples of your
fathers.

When tlio venerable Pmiiips conceived the plan of
yonder academy, with all his comprehensive intelligence
and benevolence, liow little did he know what he was do

ing !—How little did he anticipate what we have witnes
sed within so short a period, a Theoiogicai. Semixa-
EV, rising with ample resources, on the same foundation,
tliroiigh the unexampled liberality of a few honored asso

ciates in this good woi'k —How little do rve anticipate
the consequences of tills establishment, to be developed in

a century to come!—Already the name of Andover is

spoken with affection by thousands of tongues, and is as

sociated with the dearest hopes of many hearts in distant
pai'ts of the globe.
Yes ! Phiilips and Abbot have set you and the

world a splendid example. And in some future age, when
the dwellings which they inhabited shall be mouldered to

ruins, the passing stranger will pause and say,
dwelt those friends of God ; there sleep those venerable

men, whose lives and labors, whose cares and prayers, and

property, were devoted to doing good.
Shall I come nearer still, and say, look at your own

example. Twm years ago tlie Sabbath was dreadfully
profaned in your streets, by travelling and business. Yon

sighed over this evil, and said there is no remedy. But

alarmed at length by its growing magnitude, you consult
ed : you formed this Moral Society : you said, the evil

shall cease,—and it ceased.

The literary and religious improvement of yonr schools?
now to be exhibited in the report of your committee, wall

furnish a still more powerful appeal to your hearts to go

®n with what you have begun.

* The reader will perceive that the respected names of Bart-

iET. Brown, and Norris, though alluded to, were not men

tioned in this passage of the sermon; they not having been inhab

itants of this town.

Theri((

99
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I ask you now, bretlii’en, to review this subject,
vey the world in motion: the wondeiful characteristics

of this age of action. Then look at the dear immortal
children in your families and schools; then look forward

into future generations, and into eternity; and say,—
have you not met to day on a great occasion ?

Stand up then to your work, and go forward. Every
man, woman, and child can do something,—can do mxich.
Who cannot spare one cent to buy a small tract ? Tliat

tract, dropped on tiie high road, or given to a stranger^
may carry comfort to some desponding, or conviction to

some careless heait; may reclaim some profligate, a.
waken some di unkard to sobriety, some sabbath-breaker
or sweai'cr to saving reformation.
The day is coming when men will be accustomed to reck

on the establishment of a Tract or Moral Society, ora

pi aying meeting, among the instruments of ushering in

the glory of the Church and the salvation of the world. It

is not impr-obable that eternity will disclose to us how the

astonishing events of this age sprung at lirst from the

closet of some obscure saint, like Simeon and Anna of

old, “ praying to God alway, and waiting for the consola
tion of Israel.”

Courage then, brethren! Stand up to your work, and
go forward. God is with you. The struggle betwixt
sin and righteousness is drawing to a close. The storm
which has agitated the Church is ceasing to rage. “ The

long night of discord and calamity which has enveloped
the world, is passing into a glorious day. With humble

hope and joy we hail the approaching cojisummation of

the prophetic word, when the seventh angel shall sound,
and great voices be heard in heaven, saying,—The king
doms of this world are become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.
Alleluia! Amen!

Sur-


