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The Department of Environmental Protection (the "Department") adopted the 
present rules, N.J.A.C. 7:15, in 1984. As a result of the Department's 
experience in implementing that chapter, the Department decided to undertake a 
canprehe...'1sive review of the rules. The Deparbnent is now proposing changes and 
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· adc;iitions · sufficiently extensive to warrant the Jopdsed repeal of the present 
chapter, concurrently with proposal of the new ru~es 1at N.J .A.C. 7:15. · 

lJnder the present rules, the Department ado~¥ed :a Statewide Water Quality 
Management Program Plan (Statewide WCJ-1 Plan) on December 5, 1985. The Statewide 
WCJ-1 Plan, in concert with the new rules, contains! th~ v."ritten provisions of the 
Continuing Planning Process (CPP) conducted by th~ D¢parbnent pursuant to the 

. Water Quality Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 58:llA-1 et lseq;,the Water Pollution 
C.on•t.rol Act, N.J •. S.A. 58. :lOA-:-1 et s~., and N.J •. sl .••. A. :13:lD-1 et seq. The 
proposed rules serve two basic functions. Subchapte~s 1 through 3 serve the 
.first of these functions, which isto set forth tj-ie Qepartment's general 
regulatory .frame~rk ·for Water Quality Management Planning activities. 
Subchapters 4 and 5 .. serve the second basic funct~on qf this chapter, which is to 
prescribe specific policies and procedures concertring wastewater management. 
Subchapters 4 and 5 supplernent·other Department rju1e~·pertaining to wastewater 
management, including,. but not ·limited to,.New Jersey Pollutant Discharge 
Elbnination Systernrules (N.J~A.C. 7:14A), sewer lsysttem and wastewater treatment 

. plant rules (N. J .A. C. 7: 9-1) , standards for indi iqiduq.l subsurface sewage disposal 
.systems (N.J.A.C. 7:9A), Surface Water Quality Suandards (N.J.A.C. 7:9-4), 
wastewater discharge requirements (N.J.A.C. 7:9-~), Ground Water Quality 
Standar.ds (N.J •. A.C .. ·. 7 =. 9-.?) ~d. rules concernin.g lfinan··· cial assistance for 
wastewater treatment.facilities (N.J.A.C. 7:22). f . 

Due to the carplexity of the rules, an extJded!public·cc:mnent·pericxl of 65 
days is provided. This extended pericxl in intended -t;:o provide adequate time for 
review and corrrnent and to.avoid the necessity toiext~d the cannent pericxl at a 
later.date. Highlights from each subchapter of."tjhe proposed rules follow; except 
where stated otherwise, citations are to the pro:EPsed rules rather than to the 
present rules. The general purpose of the rules is set forth in N.J.A.C. 
7:15-1.3~ . 

N.J.A~C. 7:15-1.1 identifies the chapter's general subjectrnatter. The 
construction section at N.J.A.C. 7:15-1.2 was ~dE;rl to pranote implementation 
of the Water Quality Planning Act, Water Pollutiqn Control Act, and N.J .S.A. · 
13:lD-9; the purpose section at N.J.A.C. 7:15-1.3 was rewritten to emphasize 
basic provisioi-is.of these statutes. The severab.ility section at N.J.A.C • 

. - .• _, I ' · 7:15-1.4 is continued with minor changes. N.J.AJC. 7:15-1.5 defines over 30 new 
tenns (sane taken qr adapted from Chapter III of lthe!present Statewide W~ Plan), 

· and rrodifies or deletes many definitions in presJnt N.J.A.C. 7:15-1.5. Policies 
from Chapter III of the Plan contained in rrodifiM f9rm elsewhere in the proposed 
rules include "Policy.on Permitting of Danestic Wastewater Treatment Facilities", 
"Policy on Wastewater Management Plans", "Policylforinterim Construction, 
Expansion, Upgrade and Unplanned Wastewater Treatment Facilitiesfl ("Planning 
Policies" only),and "Policy on Incorporation ofl20l'Facilities Plans" (see 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-J.4(k), 4.1 through 4.3, and 5). This 1 reorganization of the 

. Statewide WQ-1 Plan, and its incorporation in this ch;=:i.pter by reference at . 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-2.2(a), serve to simplify the legai stlucture of the Plan. There 
is also a public notice in the September 6, 1988lissµe of the New Jersey Register 

. of the Department's proposal to repeal Chapter IlI of. the Statewide Wc.M Plan. 

N.J.A.C. 7:15-,2.1 and 2.2 identify the Stat~widk v-101. Plan and this chapter 
as the written provisions of the CPP. N.J.A.C. J,:15r-2.1 was rewritten ·to 
emphasize CPP canponents required by the Water Qili.ality Planning Act, the Clean 
Water Act (33 u.s.c. 1251 et seq.), or Federal r~gulr3-tions at 40 CTR 130.5. As 
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one means of addressing the Department's statutory supervision, integration, and 
related responsibilities (N.J.S.A. 58:11.A-:2, 58:llA-7), N.J.A.C •. 7:15-2.2 
prohibits areawide W(J-1 Plans from conflicting with specified canponents of the 
Statewide W0'-1 Plan and the other provisions of the proposed rules. N.J.A.C. 
7:15-2.3 and 2.4 identify WQ-1 planning responsibilities of the Department and 
designated planning agencies, and were revised to achieve greater consistency 
with the Water Quality Planning Act, address responsibilities imposed on the · 
Department by 40 CFR 130.5, and withdraw certain responsibilities fran designated 
planning agencies that were not assignedto them by the Water Quality Planning 
Act. 

N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.1 requires that projects, activities, and Department permits 
be consistent with WCM Plans and this chapter, identifies projects and activities 
requiring detailed "consistency determination review" (making changes·to Table 1 
in present N.J.A.C. 7:15-3~1), andidentifies Statewide W(J-1 Plan canponents used 
in consistency reviews. N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.2 sets forth revised procedures for 
consistency determination review; the terms "consistent'', "not consistent", and 
"jnconsistentl' retain their present N .J .A.C. 7: 15-3. 2 meanings. N.J .A.C. 
7:15-3.2(c)4 allows the Department to issue permits in sane cases without issuing 
separate consistency determinations. N.J.A.C~ 7:15-3.3 provides for conflict 
resolution conferences which may also be waived by the Department. N.J.A.C. 
7:15-3.4 establishes revised procedures for amending Statewide and areawide W<;J-1 
Plans. Only the Department can process amendments that address effluent 
limitations, total maximum daily loads, State or Federal programs, or actions 
regulated by the Solid Waste. Management Act. To expedite amendment of areawide 
W<;J-1 plans, the New Jersey Register notice requirement is eliminated, and a 60 day 
period is established for endorsements. A special expedited amendment procedure 
is made available for public schools, health, and correctional facilities, and 
for treabuent works on margins of depicted sewer se1-vice areas. N. J .A. C. 
7:15-3.5 requires periodic rather than annual review of plans, allows l:i.rnited 
changes to plans to be adopted as "revisions" (without advance notice) rather 
than as "amendments", and provides for certifiqation of areaw;i.de plans by the 
governor or his designee. New provisions at N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.6 and 3. 7 set forth 
policies concerning coordination of WCM planning with programs for the New Jersey 
Coastal Zone ( including the Hackensack Meadowlands District) and Pinelands. New 
provisions at N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.8 and 3.9 establish a one year time limit for 
procedural challenges to W<;J-1 Plan amendments, and appeal procedures for 
Departmental decisions made pursuant to this chapter. 

Subchapter 4 is new. To ensure long term accountability and responsibility 
in the operation of specified new or expanded danestic treatment works (JJIW), 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.1 allc:Ms permits underN.J.A.C. 7:14A for such D'IW only if a 
"governmental entity" or "sewerage agency" is t.'1-ie sole permittee or co-permittee, 
and is a wastewater management agency identified in an areawideW<;J-1 Plan. (The 
rule's definition of "governmental entity" includes school districts.) N.J.A.C. 
7:15-4.2 identifies projects and activities d.eemed to be not inconsistent with 
WQ-1 plans and this chapter, including: upgrades of treatment.works to improve 
effluent quality; treatment works whose sole purpose is to abate existing 
pollution problems; expansions of treabuent works to fla,,s permitted on December 
5, 1985; llinter.im" treabnent works to be abandoned or incorporated at a definite 
tine into other treatment works; and emergency activities. N.J .A.C. 7:15-4.3 
identifies treatment works that require amend!nents to areawide W(:M Plans to be 
eligible for Deparbuent pennits, or for financial assistance under the Clean 
Water Act or N. J .A. C. 7: 22. This section also requires that W(J\1 Plan amendments 
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use existing regional D'IW where .appropriate, and 1,,ii! µnsoun:j se..ar service area 
modifications to evade sewer connection bans. N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.4 allavs 
construction in depicted future sewer service areJs of individual residential 
septic systems if future connection is guaranteed) and on the same basis, certain 
other sma.11 D'IW (individual wastewater management f plans may impose additional 
requirements; see N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.19). N.J.A.C. 7:15.:..4.5 limits financial 
assistance for D'IW under the Clean Water Act or Nb.A.C. 7:22 to Wastewater 
Management .Zl.gencies identified i.n areawide W0-1 Plr. : 

The new Subchapter 5 concerns "wastewater maijiagernent plans", which are 
short, concise documents, adopted as amendments t© arl=awide W(l,1 Plans, that 
describe present and future wastewater managernentlat a municipal or regional 
level.. N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.1 identifies W(l,1 Plan amE:l/1dme~ts requiring preparation or 
amendment of such wastewater management plans. N t J .A1• C. 7: 15-5. 2 provides that 
existing wastewater managernent plans remain in. effect: and establishes a 
transition pel'."iod. N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.3 contains general policies about "wastewater 
management plan responsiliility", which is mainly the tluty to suhnit and 
periodically update a wastewater management plan for .a specific "wastewater 
management plan c.rea11 • N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.4 alla--15 designated planning agencies to 
request such responsibility for their planning areas.: Where such responsibility 
is not so requested, N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.5 through 5.8 assign such responsibility to 
governmental units in this order: Passaic Valley $ew~rage Ccmnissioners (for the 
statutory district) ; sewerage and municipal authori ti.es ( for statutory 
districts); joint meetings (for service areas in ~r municipalities); and 
municipalities (within their boundaries). Municipal.~ties and municipal 
authorities that do not perform "sewerage-related! functions" are exempt. 
Criteria in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.6 assign responsibili~y for locations within two or 
more authority districts (giving priority to counry utilities authorities and 
regional sewerage authorities). N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.9 p~ovides that alternative 
assignments of wastewater management plan responsilii~ity, differing from N.J.A.C. 
7:15-5.4 through 5.8, shall be made only by amenatrentis or revisions to areawide 
W(J\1 Plans, and contains general principles for subh 9-ssignments. N~J.A.C. 
7:15-5.10 through 5.13 identify sane possible alt~rna,tives: linkages to financial 
assistance for sewerage facilities or to canplete/ sewer service areas, 
assignments.of joint wastewater management plan rrsp::::,nsiliility to two orrrore 
governmental units, and voluntary assignment of rF=sponsibility. N~J .A.C. 
7:15-5.11 requires autcrnatic expansion of wastew1ter 1management plan areas to 
include.complete sewer ~e:v~ce areas. To assist jidenti~ication of wa~tewater 
management plan responsiliility, N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.14 r~ires the Passaic Valley 
Sewerage Canrnissioners (PVSC)~ sewerage and muni9ipal authorities, and joint 
meetings to suhnit information about district boundaries and member 
municipalities.. I 

I 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.15 identifies required contents of wastewater management 

plans in general tenns; N.J.A.C. 7:15..:.5.16 through 5~20 contain specific 
requirements. N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.16 and 5.17 requil1e d~scriptions and maps of 
existing jurisdictions, wastewater service areas,[ and specific D'lW and 
environmental features.. N .J .A.C. 7: 15,...5 .18 requilres 'descriptions and maps of 
•future wastewater service areas and specific oowlnecessary to meet anticipated 20 
year needs. Wastewater management plans shall p~ovide for cost,-effective, 
environmentally sound wastewater management, inc]uding regional management "vmere 
appropriate, and with certain exceptions shall sdrve 1 future land uses shown in 
municipal or county master plans. Under N.J.A.C~ 7:15-5.19, wastewater 
management plans may require connection guarantees and installation of collection 
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' . .·· .. 
sewers when· individual residential septic systems or certain other small [1IW are 
built in sewer service areas •. N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.20 contains specifications for . ·· 

. text·and graphics, and provides _that environmental features maps are for 
informational, not regulatory, purposes.· N.J~A.C. 7:15:...5~21 prohibits overlap of 
wastewater management plan _areas. N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.22 and 5.23 require those who·. 

· prepare wastewater management plans to seek carments · endorsements fran ·. 
specified parties, and· set forth sul::mission and adoption procedures for · · 
wastewater management plans. N .J .A. C •. 7: 15-5 .24 establishes· suhnission schech1les. 
for wastewater managanerit plans. Designated planning agencies, PVSC, county · 
utilities authorities~ regional sewerage authorities, and rnulti...;.county joint 
meetings shall sul:rnit wastewater management plans within one year; other · 
governmental units shall sul:rnit wastewater management plans within two to five 
years depending on location. Updated wastewater management. plans shall be . 
suhnitted at least once every six years fran_the date of the previous stil:mission. 
Alternative schedules may be established by amendments or revisions to WQ-1-Plans • . ' . ,, .· . . . . 

· · Social Irt;Fact · 

The Deparbnent expects that generally positive social impacts will result 
fran the proposed new rules. The simplified legal structure of the Statewide -~ 
Plan will be easier to understand and implement. Systematic procedures for-
evaluating projects and activities for· cons_istency with W(M Plans (proposed 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.1 and 3.2) · will pranote Plan irnplementation. Allowing the. 
Department to issue pennitswithout issuing separate consistency detenninations· 
(proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15~3.2(c)4) will benefit sane pe:i::mit applicants through 
faster permit processing. · · · 

The general public will benefit · fran ~-- plan amenciment proced~es that 
allow public camnent on proposed amendments and.allow interested persons to 
propose their own amendments (proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4). Applicants for WCl-1 
plan amendments will benefit fran streamlining and simplification of the plan 
-amendment process through elimination of the.New Jersey Register notice · 
requirement and the establishment of. a 60 day.time period for endorsements 
(proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(g)3 and 4). · The'averag~ time needed to process 
routine plan amendments will reduced l:,y about two m:mths._· Special amendment 
procedures will·expeditepe:i::mits for public schools, health care, and 
correctional facilities, and for•treatment works on margins of depicted sewer 
service areas (proposed N.J .A.C. 7: 15-3.~ (h)). The benefits received by . . 
applicants as a result of these tirnesavings should_bepassed on to the general 
public through lower develorro=nt costs. · 

. . 

The NJPDES pe:i::mittee requirement (proposed N.J.A.·c. 7:15-4.1) will help to 
ensure that NJPDES permit provisions are met and that environmental damage is . 

. prevented qr minimized •• Treat:rrent works and wastewater management plan 
requirements in proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.3 and 7:15-5 should result in m::,re 
cost-effective, environmentally sound wastewater management, better integrated 
with municipal and county master plans. Insofar that wastewater management plans.· 
pranote implementation of master plans, such plari.s ~ill reinforce positive or 
negative social impacts of such master plans.. Wastewater managanent plans, will 
assist State and local planning processes by identifying, on a regularly updated 
basis, existing and proposed sewerage facilities and sewer service areas in most 
or all of the State. The 20-year horizon for wastewater maT1agem$nt plans, the 
requirement· for their updating every . six years, and the prm.risions for their 
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amendment will minimize their limiting effects] the land supply for uses that 
need sewer service. 

The NJPDES pennittee and wastewa~er rnanag nt i1an requirements may have 
adverse impacts on sane applicants for NJPDES permits. A few applicants may be 
unable to obtain perrni ts or related \~ Plan ame~111t.s because no governmental 
entity or sewerage agency agrees to be a co-penn:ilttee (the prop:,sed rules remove 
this problem for school districts by adding them Ito the definition of . . · 
"governmental entityn), or to sul:rnit a wastewate7 ~gernent plan. Some .. ·· 
applicants may secure such co-pennittees or wastewater management plans only 
after significant delays or concessions. The gerieral public may feel sane of 
these impacts through higher developnent costs. Jave];'.' a five year period, 
however, the proposed rules·should generally satJisfy,theneed for wastewater 
management plans and should serve to insure the :groper long-term operation and 
maintenance of D'l'W, thereby providing a positive !soctal benefit to the residents 
of this State. The Passaic Valley Sewerage Camussioners and many sewerage 
authorities, municipal authorities, joint meetings, and municipalities will be 
required to periodically sutrnitwastewater rnanag1ment plans (except where this 
duty is assumed by designated planning agencies or assigned to other parties with 
Departinent consent)·. . The prop:,sed rules miniiniz~ th~ workload by . establishing 
requirements for wastewater management plans thatt are much less·detailed than the 
r~irements for 201 Facilities Plans prepared bi many of these goverrnnental 

uru. ts. , . Ecooornic Inpact 11 I . 

The Department expects p:,sitive and negativi ecbnornic impacts fromthe 
prop:,sed new rules. Treatinent works and wastewater management plan requirements 
in proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.3 and7:15-5 should Jtesult in more cost-effective 

. . . . . . . I ' wastewater management. Insofar that wastewater management plans prcmote 
implementation of Inunicipal and county masterpl.ks;;wastewater management plans 
will reinforce p:,sitive or negative economic ilnP4.ctsiof such plans. The 20-year 
horizon for wastewater management plans, the r~irernent for their upj.ating every 
si.--:: years, and the provisions for their amendment should rniniinize their limiting 
effects on the 1and supply for uses that require I sew~r service. Insofar that 
wastewater management plans deny sewer.service ta, lands otherwise eligible for 
such service, wastewater management plans will limit the land supply available 
for intensive uses that require sewer service, .aihd a[fect the location of new . . . . . . • . . . I . . . . . • . developnent for such uses (by channeling develo:i;t)lent towards depicted sewer 
service areas with adequate sewerage capacity, ~d ar1ay fran other locations). 
These ·.I.imitations· and alterations will have canplex !=ffects on econanic factors 
such as real property values and tax revenues, ptblic service expenditures, and 
housing, labor, retail, and other markets. .. I . I .· . · · 

The Passaic Valley Sewerage Ccmnissioners and many sewerage authorities, 
municipal authorities,· joint meetings, and municipaliitie$ will be required to 
periooically suhnit wastewater management plans ;(except where this duty is 
assumed by designated planning agencies or assigriedto other parties with . . . .· . . . . . •. . . .. I . I .. . .. • Departinent consent) • The Department estimates ¢at !the average cost of preparing. 
a wastewater management plan will bebetwee.n $5,000 and $15,000, and that about 
275 wastewater management plans would be prepareS over five years in response to 
the proposal.· The estilnated. total Statewide cosr f~r preparing wastewater 
management plans should be between $1.4 million and '$4.1 IT'illion over five years, 
or between $275,000 and $825,000 on an annual av~rag

1
e basis. In addition, the 
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Department will require about $200,000 annually to administer the wastewater 
managanent plan program. After the initial five· year period, · further costs ~uld 
be incurred to update each wastewater management plan at least once every six 
years. In most ¢c!Ses, · the cost~ -of preparing wastewater management plahs will _ 
ultimately be borne by sewer users and local. taxpayers.~ ·Where developers choose 
to subsidize preparation of wastewater management plans, the cost may be · 
reflected in lower profits and wages in the building-industry, in higher prices 

-for new develoµnent, and in reduced land prices paid by developers.to landc:Mners. 
. . . . . . . . . . 

The discussion of, "Social Irrpact" above reviewed expected social -inpacts of --
the -proposed rules on applicants -for Department· pe.rmi ts and lQ-1 plan amendments •. 

·These-social impacts are mainly econanic in nature and are noted hereby 
reference; they include positive and adverse econcmic impacts on various parties. 
For example, applicants for~ plan amendments will benefit econanically from 
streamlined andsirrplified plan amendment procedures inproposedN.J.A.C. 
7:15-3.4 (through reduced project delay costs) and sane applicants for Deparbnent 
permits will benefit economicallyfran having their projects deerred to be not · 
inconsistent with W0'1 plans under proposed N.J .• A.C. 7:15-4.2 (through reduced 
project delay costs and ~anption _ fran plan requirements) • Conversely, the_ · _. 
NJPDES permittee·and wastewater management plan requirements ·in proposed N.J.A.C. 
7:15-4.1- and 5.1 will have adverse econanic impacts on sane applicants.for NJPDES 
pe.rmits (because their projects are prevented,. delayed, or otherwise made more 
expensive by such requirements).· over a five-year period, the proposed new ruies 
should generally satisfy the -need for wastewater management -plans, however, _ and 
provide a general positive econanic benefit. Proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.5 provides 
that financial assistance for treatment i~rks under the Clean Water Act or · 
N.J .A.C. 7:22 :rr.ay be awarded only to Wastewater Management Agencies identified in 
W0'1 Plans. Such identification is a routine process that generally creates no 
practical.difficulties. · 

Environmenta1·Irrpact· . . 

The Departm~t expects generally positive environmental impacts from the· 
proposed riew rules. -Systematic procedures for evaluating projects and actj.vities 
for consistency_withW<,J'1plans (propqsec:l N.J.A.C. 7:15..;.3.1 and 3.2) will help to · 

-ensure that environmental protection requirements in W~ plans are fo;J.lowed~ The 
NJPDES pennittee requirement (proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.1) will help to ensure 

- that NJPDES pennits provisions are met and that environmental datnage is prevented 
or minimized. - Special consistency provisions (proposed N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.2) will 
expedite pennits for treatment works upgrades to improve effluent .quality, and 
for treatment works whose sole purpose is to apate .existing pollution problems. 
The treatment ~rks and wastewater management.plan requirements in proposed 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-:-4.3 and 7:15-5 should result in rrore environmentally sound 
wastewater management. To the extent that wastewater nianaganent plans· prcrnote 
implementation of municipal and county master plans, wastewater management plans 
will reinforce positive or negative envirornnental impacts of such master plans. 

R§9Ulatory Flexibility Statement 

Parts ;f these proposed new rules would apply to many small businesses that 
seek Department pe.rmits; amenoments to W0'1 Plans, or construction of danestic 
treatment works (D'IW) • The average arnendrr\P_nb procedu,ral cost to a small business 
of ccmplying with this chapter is expected to be about $200.00 Most of the costs 
incurred due to these rules will be incurred by public agencies having wastewater 
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, , . ' . : ', . ·•. ,, . ,· .. , , . :' ,,· , ,. '·, . . . . , i . , . , 
·,_ n,anagement plan responsibility. .All small busin ss, ~pplicants for Department 
. pennits will be subject to the provision in pro sed;N.J.A.C. 7:15--3.l(a) that 

the Department shall not issuepennits for proj ts Gr activities that conflict 
> with hQvi plaris or this chapter. ·' Sane such appli ants may need the services of 
professional·engineers or other professionals·to design acceptable.projects and 

·, activities. Many stich applicants 'vlill be requi:t t6 sul:rni t proposals for 
consistency dete.rrnina_tion review 'under proposed, .J.A.C. 7:15..,.3.2, and will need 
the service~ . of ... pr. of.e~sional, eng.1neers or plan. n~s . -~ prepare such suhniss.ions. 

, Small businesses that seek construction of# identified in proposed 
N.J.A.C. 7:~5-:-4.1 willneed_to secure a goverrntlel"/t:Rl enti~y or sewerage agency 
NJPDES pe:rnu.tteeor co-pe:rnu.ttee for that D'IW., Small businesses that seek 
construction of trea:tmen:t works that are inconsi~tent with areawide WO'½. plans, or , 
¥1at app.· fY,, f_or ·,arnendmen. ts to ~;uch plan~ fo.· r ,othe:ir· 7ec;isons, will have to sub:nit . , , ,' 

. l.!lfor:i;nation and und,ertake actions requiredof apgl1ci;i11ts by proposed N.J.A.C., 
,, ·· ,, ·7:15""'.3.4 (g) ,, or, follow plan amendment procedures~useq by designated planning . . 

agencies . I.f a requested amendment requires pre ation of a wastewater , ,. · .. •· ' .. 
management plan under proposed N·.J.A.C. 7:15-5.1 ·. th$ small business will have to , 
arrange for an ,appropriate governmental unit to Jul:ntlt a wastewater'management 

· plan. Small- businesses that seek, construction of cettain small D'IW in sewer , 
, service areas·· will have to provide·· connection guJrantees _required ,by proposed 
N.J".1?-~C- 7:15~4.4(b). wa,stewat7r ~agement?lcllf_rna.y ext7nd this guarantee 
requirement to constnlct1on·of,ind1v1dual.res1d tia;L septic sys:tems, and may 
require installation of collection system sewers fori use when sewer service. , ,. 
becorres avaiiable (proposed N.J~A.C. 7:15-5.19)., Su~ installation 'WOul.d require 
the. services• of' professio:rial engineers. · · , .... , , , • , , . .. .. , '. , . '. . . . . I . .' ·., 

. . I~ developing ·these proposed new rllles, the De~nt has balanc~d the need 
:to protect the public heal th, safety, and'. genera wet fare against the· adverse , . · 
econanic :impact of :the rules on small businessesl and has determined .that use of 
different regul.• atocy appro,aches for small businetse_s: may e.ndan, ,ger ~e- public, , 
health, safety, and general welfare. Therefore, thei rules .do not include, • 
·exemptions or· othe,· r approach_, e_s. specif~cally tar, :].ted,: at: smal. l busines.ses. , 
However, to the extent that small bus,inesses are mor¢ li.){ely than large 
businesses ·to seek construction of small treatm t works that do hot trigger.' 

.· requiremen~s in proposed N. J -1?-~ C. 7: 15-4 .1, 4. 3, I artd/ 5: 1, these sections will 
, ,' . nave less impact on small businesse!:> than on larre bµsinesses. · Also, as 
, ,, discu~sed under ••~ocial Inpact" above, the ,-:111es inc/lude,,provisi9ns that:will . . 

benefit many applicants for Deparbnent pennits WC,.1 Plan amendments, including 
many small bu.sines$ applicants. · i , 

I I , ,. , , 
. . Full text of the, proposed repeal can be , f i;n the New Jersey 

. Administrative Code at N~J.A.C. 7:15. · ! 

Full text of th~ proposed new rules follows: . I 
i 
I 

. ., . 
! 
I 

_., .·.· ... , , •. ,. ''. ,' ,, .·.·,, ·, .· .. ,··, . i . 
. NOTE: . ··, Ori th~ fqllowing pages, the ~ull texit o~ the proposed new rules is 

, • preceded by a table of contents which is not of the agency proposal, but 
which is provided as a conveni~ce · to the +~ade:t. j · ·· , · 

' 
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· CHAPI'ER 15 

STATFY7IDE WA'IER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLANNTNG 

SUBCF.APTER 1 • GENERAL POOVISIONS 

7: 15-1.1 Scope 

(a) This chapter prescribes water quality management policies and 
procedures established pursuant to the Water Quality Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 
58:11A-1 et seq., the Water Pollution Control Act, N.J.S.A. 58:lOA-1 et seq., 
and N.J.S.A. 13:lD-1 et seq. Specifically, this chapter prescribes policies 
and procedures concerning the follawing subjects: 

1. The content of the continuing planning process ("CPP") and its 
.relationship to this chapter and the Statewide Water Quality Manage1nent 

("h7Cf'1") Plan; 

2. The relationship between the Statewide, area¼7ide, and county water 
quality management (W(J1) plans and this chapter; 

3. The role of the Department and designated plan..11ing agencies in 
planning activities; 

4. The review of projects and activities for consistency with W(M plans 
and this chapter, including the issuing of consistency determinations for 
spocified kinds of projects; 

5. The preparation, adoption, amendment, revision, and certification of 
W0,1 Plans; 

6. The aaoption of other Department rules, wastewater facilities 
priority systeJnS and project priorit~1 lists, sludge management plans, 
effluent limitations, wastewater management plans, 201 Facilities Plans, and 
other documents in W0,1 ·Plan!:'; · 

7. Coordination of W<J',:1 planning with Coastal Zone, Hackensack 
Meadowlands, and Pinelands programs; 

8 •. Mechanisms to resolve conflicts among State agencies, designated 
planning agencies, applicants, and other parties affected by this chapter; 

9. Selected aspects of wastewater management, including NJPDES 
permittees ra:p.rired for certain new or expanded danestic treatment works; 
treatment works deemed to be not inconsistent with Wc;:Jv1 plans and this 
chapter; W0,1 Plan amendment requirements for treatment works not identified 
in ¾Q-1 plans; construction of individual septic systems and other small 
danestic treatment works in future sewer service areas; and eligibility for 
financial assistance. 

10. The identification of WCM plan amendments that require the adoption 
or amendment.of wastewater management plans in areawide WC)v1 plans; 

1 



·. . . .. _- ' . ' . ..- '' ', ,·_··,_ '·_·, .· ., ·,· ,, -_.' -] 
·. . . : .·.. . :· : . ·. -• . · .. · 

11. ThC c\.ssig:nmer1tofthe duty to pre~e anc1 update wastewater 
ma.'1agement pJans to certain sewerage agencies d nµnitipali ties, and the. ·_ 
establishment of alterr..ative assignments of such wg'.stewater management plan 

-- . responsibility; and . __ . . ___ . __ -• ·. · · · 1 · · i ._ · · · -- · 

_ 12. The required contents of wastewater management plans, and schedules 
and procedures ;for- their suhnission, .adoption, bd :updating. 

. . : ·'. . . 

· · . 7 : 15;;.1. 2 Construction. _ · - --• · · · · · . .· . 

This chapter·shall be liberally construed 
· discharge its statutory functions, and to eff 

Water Quality Planning.Act; N;J.S.A. 58:llA-1 
- ,Control Act, N.J~S.A. 58:lOA-1 et seq., N.J.S. 
- Plan, and the areawide W()v'[ plans. 

7 : 15-1. 3 Purp:,se 
·. .. : ·. ···. . . .· . ,· . ' 

(al. The. p\ltj:psc cf this chapter is to: 

o>pennit theDepartment to 
uatt.e the provisions of the 

t . sEzj. , the\ Water Pollution 
• · 13: lD-9, the Stat~-iide t\7Qr-1 . L . 

i 
I 

I 

1. Irrplement the Water Quaiity Planning ct, /N.J~S~A. 58 :ilA;;_;l et seq., 
·- the Water Pollution Contr0l Act, N .• J~S.A~ 58:l A--l'et seq., and N.J.S~A. ·· 
13 :1D:-9; 

. · 2.. Establish policies, procedures and stand~ds which, wherever 
_ attainable,, help to restore and maintain the cliemi¢aJ., physical and _ 
_ biological integrity of the waters of the StatJ, iihcluding groundwaters, and · 
the public trust therein, to protect public hecl.lth, to safeguard fish and_ •- -_ 
aqu~t~c life arid s~enic ~d ecol'?9'ical values, land! t6 eiu'1ance the danestic, 
mun1.c1.p?J., . recreational, industrial and other uses: of water; -_. - -- - - _-_ - -_ - - - -- • I· _- : - - -- -
_ _ _ 3. Pr~vent, control; and abate water pollutifn; _ ---

- - 4. Conserve the· natural resources of the state, pranote en~,ironmental 
protection, and prevent the pollution of the el:virfnrnent of the State; 

5. Encourage, direct, supervise and aid areawide WO-! planning; 

6. Integrate and unify the Statewide and I are~wide WCJ',1 planning 
processes, and provide for continuing V9'1 pl ing;; - _-· . :_ ·_ .• · ... ·•. . -· . __ -. -. • i -- . ·- . . -· .. 

7. _Ensure that projects and activities a fectingwater quality are 
developed and conducted in a manner consistent with th.is chapter and adopted ~n~; - - I 

8. Coordinate and integrate W0-1 plans wi ·r~lated Federal, State, 
r~ional and loc~l carprehensive land use, funrtidnal and other relevant 
planning activities, programs and policies; , 

i 
9. Develop and irrplemerit water quality progr,ams in concert with other 

social and econcmic objectives; , 
I 
I 

10. Provide_opportunities for public parjtic~pation.in the·WQ-1_ planning 
•·-- __ process; 

. I. 



11. Prepare, administer, and supervise Statewide, regional and local 
plans and programs concerning conservation and environmental protection, 
including plans and programs concerning sewerage facilities; 

12. Encourage, direct and aid in coordinating State, regional and local 
plans and programs concerning conservation and environmental protection, 
including plans and programs concerning.sewerage facilities, in accordance 
with a unified Statewide.plan fonnulated, approved and supervised by the 
Department; . . 

13. Supervise sanitary engineering facilities within the State; and 

14. Encourage the developnent of canprehensive regional sewerage 
facilities that serve the needs of the regional carmrunity and that confonn to 
the adopted areawide~ plan applicable to that region. 

7:15-1.4 Severability 

If any section, subsection, provision, clause, or portion of this 
chapter is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of canpetent 
jurisdiction, the remainder of this chapter shall not be affected thereby and 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

7:15-1.5 Definitions 

The follcming words and terms as used in this chapter shall have the 
following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. 

"Actual flow" means the volume of sewage and other wastes that a D'JJv 
receives; actual flow shall be determined by the arithmetic average of the 
metered daily volumes of waste received at a D'IW for the preceding period of 
three · consecutive calendar rronths. Where peak flows have been determined by 
the Department to be seasonal in nature, the seasonal peak flow period shall 
be used in detennining actual flow. 

"Adoption" means the adoption by the Department of Statewide WQ-1 Plans 
or amendrrents or revisions thereof and the adoption by the Governor or his 
designee of areawide plans or amendments or revisions thereof pursuant to 
this chapter. 

"Amendments" means changes to the Statewide and areawide vQ-1 plans that 
may be proposed and adopted under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4. 

"Areawide plan" or "areawide WCMp1an" means the areawide W(l-1 plan 
authorized in Section 5 of the Water Quality Planning Act (N.J.S.A. · 58:llA-l 
et seq.), and Sections 208 and 303 of the Clean Water Act, 33 u.s.c. 1251 et· 
seq. 

"Authority" means a sewerage authority as defined in N.J.S.A. 
40:14A-3(5), or a municipal authority as defined in N.J.S.A. 40:14B-3(5). 

"Best Management Practices (BMl?s)" means the method.s, measures, or 
practices to prevent or reduce the amount of pollution from.point or 
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I , -
non-point sources, including structural and nonstructural controls, and 
operation and maintenance procedures. · _ - I .. j · . 

, "BWQP" means the Burea•·-u of Water Quality Pllanrµng in the Division of 
Water. Resources. · - · .. . 

·., . " , . .I 

· "Crnimissioner" mearis the Ccmnissioner of the ~ew Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection or his or her design,. 1 . · · 

. "Consistency determination" means the writitenistaternent by the 
Deparbnent under N.J.A.c~ 7 :15-3.2, as to whetlier a project or activity 

. listed inN.J.A.C. 7:15-3.l(b) is consistent, riot inconsistent, or 
inconsistent with adopted WCM Plans and-this.cliaptkr. 

"Continuing planning process" or "CPP" mels -be Statewide planning 
process conducted by the Department of Envirorriental Protection as authorized 
in Section 7 of the Water Quality.Planning Act (N.J.S.A. 58:llA-7). 

. . • ' ! 

"County utilities authority" means any p ,licbody created by a county 
governing body pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:14B-4a, or any sewerage authority or 
county sewer authority reorganized as a county uti1L:ities authority pursuant 
to.N.J.S.A. 40:14B-6b. 1 

''County water quality management planll or ''cohnty W(Jl1 plan" means a 
county plan prepared by a county planning boar, pursuant to Section 5 of the 
Water Quality Planning Act (N.J.S.A. 58:llA-5) l . ' ' . ' . . !. ! 

"CPl application" means the formal applicltioh for a permit fran the 
Department. I 1 

. ! i . 

·"Department" means the New Jersey De~t of Environmental 
Protection. · . _ . _ ! . i 

"Designated a.rea" means.an area designatJ by; the Governor as an 
areawide W<:M planning area pursuant to Section j 4 o;f the Water Quality 
Planning Act (N .J. S .A. 58: llA-4) . I 1 

· 

"Designated management agency" means an a~enc~ designated in an adopted 
· vQ;-1 plan to implement one or more of the polict'· es,• objectives, and 
reconmendations of that plan. · · . ! . -

. . i 

· "Designated planning agency" rneans·an age cy:designated by the Governor 
to conduct areaw:i.de W(Jl1 planning pursuant to sbtjjon 4 of the Water Quality 

Planning Act (N.J.S.A. 58:11A~4). _ _ _ I : . _ _ .. 

11Develop:rent" means the division of a parcelrof land into two or more 
parcels, the construction, reconstruction, conyersion, structural alteration, 
relocation or enlargement of any building or lither stl.7.lcture, or of any 

.· mining, landfi;1, _ excavation, ·road~, _ ~ewers an 01t11er infrastructure and any 
use or change in the use of any building or o er 1 structure, or land or· 
extension of use of land. Phased develo:pnent, 

1
bha~l be considered as a single 

project. · · ' 

"Director" means the Director of the Divisio~ of Water Resources. 
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."District" means either or both of the following, depending on the 
context: the district of a sewerage authority as defined in N.J.S.A. 
40:14A-3(6), or the district of a municipal authority as defined inN.J.S.A. 
40:14B-3(6). For purposes of N.J.A.G. 7:15-5.14(a).l, 5.16(a)2i and 5.18(i), 
"district" shall also mean the Passaic Valley Sewerage District. 

"Division" means the Division of Water Resources in the New Jersey 
Department of Envirorunental Protection. 

"Danestic treatment works" or "D'IW" means a publicly or privately owned 
treabnent works and shall include a.treabnent works processing darestic 
wastes together with any ground water, surface water, storm water or 
industrial process wastewater that may be present. 

"Drawings and/or plans" means those drawings, site plans and/or 
blueprints prepared by a professional engineer or professional planner, as 
appropriate, which portray the develq::rrent specifications of the site project 
or activity. 

"D'IW" means "danestic treatment works". 

"Emergency activities" means activities that are necessary to be 
performed in response to sudden or une.xpected occurrences or conditions, in 
order to prevent loss of life,.personal injury, severe property damage, or 
severe environmental damage. 

"Environmentally sensitive areas" means those areas identified in a 
Statewide or areawide Wg-1 plan as land areas possessing characteristics or 
features which are important to the maintenance or improvement of water 
quality, or to the conservation of the natural resources of the State. 

"Freshwater wetlands" means freshwater wetland as defined at N.J.S.A. 
13:9B-3 and N.J.A.C. 7:7A-l. 

"Governmental entity" means a federal, state, county or municipal 
government or school district whose jurisdiction is partially or entirely 
within New Jersey. 

"Industrial/conmercial" means any project or activity engaged in 
manufacturing, production or sales of services or products. 

"Industrial treatment works" means industrial treatment works as defined 
at N.J.A.C. 7:14A-1.9. 

"Interim connection", "interim construction" or "interim expa.'l.sion" 
means interim connection, construction or expansion of"wastewater facilities 
as described in N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.2(a)4. 

"Joint meeting'' means a joint meeting as defined in N.J.S.A. 40:63.-69. 

"Load allocation" means the portion of a total maximum daily load that 
is not allocated to a point source of pollution. 
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"Major rrodification 11 means a significant a_teration, expansion or other 
change that may reasonably be expected to affec} the quantity of flow treated 
or the quality of the effluent discharged to the waters of the State or to a 
publicly 0v.,ned treabnent works. I 

"Multi-county joint meeting" means any joiit meeting whose membership 
includes municipalities in two or more counties~ 

"Municipal authority" means a municipal aubority as defined in the 
Municipal and County Utilities Authorities Law 1t N.,T.S.A. 40:14B-3(5), and 
shall include a municipal utilities authority created by one or more 
municipalities and a county utilities authorityf created by a county. 

"Municipal government" means a city, town,lborough, village, township or 
other municipal government created by State law', which has an elected 
governing body, a chief executive, and rnunicipa~- public of ficia.ls including a 
rnur.ici:pci_l clerk, tax assessor, and tax collector. 

I 

"NJPDFS 11 means the New Jersev Pollutant Discharge E1irnination System 
established in N.J.A.C. 7:14A. I 

11NJPDES discharge pE:;mJt 11 means a permit ibsued by the Department under 
N.,T.J, .. C. 7:14A for a discharge to surface water/or a discharge to ground 
water. 

11Non-design2.ted area" means an 
areawide WCM planning area pursuac1t 
Planning Act (N.J.S.A. 58:llA-4). 

are2 not de~ignated by the Governor 
to Section~ of the Water Quality 

I 

as an 

"Non-point source II mea!lc: a contributing faptor to water pollution that 
cannot be traced to a specific discernible confd.ned and discrete conveyance. 

I 

"Passaic Valley Sewerage Camrissioners II mean) s the body described by that 
name under N.J.S.A. 58:14-2. 

I "Passaic Valley Sewerage District" mea..'1s the sewerage district now or 
hereafter described by that name under N.J.S.A./ 58:14-1 et seq. 

"Point source" means any discernible, conffined and discrete conveyance, 
including but not limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, 
discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, coticentrated animal feeding 
operation, vessel or other floating craft, frarl which pollutants are or may 
be discharged. This term does not include retdrn flCMs from irrigated 
agriculture. 

I "Process waste water" means process waste jWater as defined at N.J.A.C. 
7: 14A-1. 9. 

"Regional sewerage 
the governing ba:iies of 
40: 14A-4 (c) • 

authority" means anv s~age authority created 
two or more municipali)ies pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

by 

"Regional wastewater management plan area"I means a wastewater management 
plan area that includes land in two or more m1icipalities. 
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. . 
"Revisions" means changes to Wo-,1 plans tmder N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.5 that are 

necessary for one or more of the purposes set forth at N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.5(a). 

"Sewerage agency" means the Passaic Valley Sewerage Ccrrmissioners, a 
sewerage authority, .a municipal authority or a joint meeting. 

"Sewerage authority" means a sewerage authority created pursuant to the 
Sewerage Authorities Law, N.J.S.A. 40:14A-1 et seq. 

IISite-spec::ific pollution control plan" means a plan that details 
necessary structures or measures designed to control one or more specified 
pollutants or sources of pollution from a site. 

"State" means the State of New Jersey.· 

"State Water Quality Inventory Report" means the biennial report 
prepared by the Department, pursuant to Section 305 of the Clean Water Act, 
33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq., which inventories and assesses the quality of surface 
and ground waters of the State. 

_ "Statewide Water Quality Management Plan" or "Statewide W(M Plan" 
(formerly known as the Statewide Water Quality Management Program Plan) means 
the plan that, together with this chapter, directs and coordinates water 
quality planning and implementation activities for the entire State, and 
contains the written provisions of the CPP pursuant to Section 7 of the Water 
Quality Planning Act (N.J.S.A. 58:llA-7). 

"Total maximum daily load" means a total maximum daily load foIID:3.lly 
established pursuant to Section 7 of the Water Quality Planning Act (N.J.S.A. 
58:llA-7) and Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. 

"Treatment works" means treatment works as defined at N.J.A.C. 
7:14A-l.9. 

I 

l'Treatment works approval" means an approval issued pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
58:10A-6b and N.J.A.C. 7:14A-12. 

"201 Facilities Plans!' means the plans for wastewater facilities 
prepared pursuant to Section 201 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et 
seq.· 

"201FacilitiesPlanning agencies" means those agencies which are 
responsible for conducting 201 facilities planning, pursuant to Section 201 
of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. 

"209 Basin Plans" means water resources plans adopted pursuant to 
Section 209 of the Clean Water Act, 33 u.s.c.· 1251 et seq. 

"Upgrade" means a modification of a danestic or industrial treatment 
works to improve the quality of effluent discharged to surface water or 
ground water. 

"USEPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 
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I 
"USGS quadrangle map" rreans any of the set'. of 

by the United States Geological Survey at 1:24,1000 
"quadrangles" or "quads". 

1 

.topographic maps published 
· scale and knc,;.m as 

"Wasteload allocation II means the I:XJrtion dlf a total maximum daily load 
that is allocated to a !X)int source. . 

"Wastewater management agency" means a goVillernrnental entity or sewerage 
agency designated in an areawide W(M Plan to plJan, construct, or operate 
domestic treatment works. · I 1 

''Waste-water management plan" or "WMP" means a written and graphic 
description of existing and future wastewater--~elated jurisdictions, 
wastewater service areas, and selected enviro ntal features and danestic 
treaunent works. 

"Wastewater management plan area" of "W-1P area" mearis the geographic 
area for which a goverrnnental unit or other pe son has "wastewater management 
plan resI:XJnsibility" as defined in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.3(b). 

. . . I 

"Water quality based effluent limitations"! means water quality based 
effluent limitations established pursuant to th'e Department's Surface Water 
Qual.ity Stan.dards (N .• J.A.C •. ·7:.9-4.), including,jb.ut.not limited to, wasteloa.d allocations. 

"Water quality limited segment" rreans any segment of a waterway ·where it 
is known that water quality does not meet appl'cable water quality standards, 
and/or is not expected to meet applicable watfil[ quality standards, even after 
the application of the technology-based effluent limitations required by 
Sections 301(b) and 306 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq. 

. . . I 

. "Water quality management plans" or "WCM Iilans" means the plans prepared 
pursuant to Sections 208 and 303 of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et 
seq., and the Water Quality Planning Act, N.J.fA. 58:llA-1 et seq., 
including the Statewide, areawide, and county W~ Plans. 

11V1..""1P 11 rreans wastewater management plan. 

"Work programs and plans" means those documents that detail the specific 
work activities pro:r::csed as part of a water qu~lity management program. 

"W01 plan" means water quality management /plan. 

SUBOiAPTER 2. PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 

7:15-2.1 Continuing planning process (CPP) 

(a) The Department shall conduct a conti~uing plan..'1ing process (CPP) 
ivhose written provisions shall be contained, directly or by reference, in the 
Statewide WCM Plai"'l and this chapter. In conducting the CPP the Department 
shall: f 

1 •. Integrate and unify the Statewide and areawide water quality 
management planning processes; 
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. 2. Encourage, direct, supervise and aid areawide water quality 
management planning;.. · 

·.• 3. Coordinate and integrate W0-1 plans with related Federal, State, . 
regional and local canprehensive land use, nmctional and other relevant· 
planning activities, programs and policies; · · 

. ·.. . . . . . -_. : . . . •. . 

4. Identify aspects of the CPP that have been delegated to othe~ State, 
Federal, interstate,; or local agencies; . · · · 

. 5. Provide· opportunities for meaningful public participation ·in the 
water quality management planning.process; 

6 Conduct a Statewide assessment of water quality. (The State Water 
Quality Inventory Report shall be the principal water quality assessment 

· component of the Statewide WCM Plan.) ; . · · 

· 7. Establish water quality goals. and water qual.:i,.ty standards for the · 
waters cf the· State; and · · 

8. Develop a Statewide implementation strategy to achieve the water 
· quality standards and objectives· and meet tne requirements of Section 303 (e) 
of the Clean Water Act (33 u.s.c. 1251 et seq.), which shall include, but not 
be limited to: 

i. The detennination of effluent limitations and sch~u.les ·.of· 
corrpliance at least as stringent as.those required by the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); · 

ii. The ident:i.ficatioh of water.quality limitedse~nts; 

1.1.i. The detennination of total maximum daily loads, wasteload ·· 
allocations, and load allocations· for pollutantsi 

iv. The incorporation of areawide and county W~plans, applicable 209 
Basin Plans, 201 Facilities P_lans, and wastewater management plans;· 

v. . The amen~-..nt and revis,ion of plans, including schedules for 
such amendment . and revision; · ·. · · 

vi. An inventory and ranking of needs, in order of priority, for the 
construction of wastewater facilities; 

vii. The detennination of priorities for the issuance of. discharge 
permits; 

v1.1.1.. Methods for controlling all :residual wastes from any water 
treatment processing; and· · · 

ix. Adequate authority for intergovernmental cooperation in water• 
quality management activities. 
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(b) In order to accanplish one or more of/ the requirements of (a) 
·.· abov.· .. e, the .CPP .. may a.· lso include or otherwise adcl.l ress, but not be limited to, 

one or more of the following: . 

I • Identification of existing or potential1 surf ace or ground water 
pollution problems, caused by point or nonpoin~ sotjrces; 

·. ·. . . . . I .. 
2. Evaluation of programs for water pollution control based upon 

factors that may include, but not be limited td, t~chnical feasibility; cost-
ef f.ecti veness·.; public. acceptability; econ .. anic., /is. oci.·al, or en .. vironmental 
impact; or legal, institutional, managerial or finq.11cial capability; 

· 3. Technical rreasures, regulatory · prograbs, · i or non-regulatory programs 
for point or nonpoint source pollution control,/ protecting water resources, 
protecting environmentally sensitive areas, or oth~r water quality related 

-- . I issues; 

4. Designation of management agencies to implement one or more 
provisions of wg1 plans; and 

5 • Other measures necessary to implement I -Q! ! plans. 

· 7:15-2.2 Relationship between the Statewide,·crrea~de and county Water 
. Quality Management Plans j. · · i · · 

. (a) The Statewide W(J1 Plan and this chap er 6ontain the written 
provisions of the CPP. The Statewide Plan and I this chapter direct and 
coordinate water quality management planning ana.·.irrlplernentation activities 
for the entire State and serve as a guide for cireawfde planning. The 
Statewide Water Quality Management ProgramPlari adopted by.the Car.missioner 
on.Decernber·s, 1985 and all subsequent arnendrrertts and revisions thereto are 
h~r~y· incorpora. t~d by re.ferenc. e int. o th .. ·· is cha,!.ter r•·: · Th.is chapter .is included within the Statewide W(Jl1 Plan. · - : 

. . I NOTE: The Statewide Water Quality ProgrcpnPJan may be inspectedcl.t the 
Bureau of Water Quality Planning, Division of Water Resources, Department of 

. . . .. I Environmental Protection, 401 East State Streeii, T+enton, New Jersey, or the 
~.!;!~~-of.· A&ninis.trative·Iaw·, Quakerbridge.Pla11.a, lluildin.g 9, Tr. enton, .New 

· (b) The areawide W(Jl1 Plan is the basis b 1 wh1.ch the Department and the 
designated planning agencies conduct selected water quality management · 
planning activities for a particular llarea" or]sect-ion of the State which has 
either designated or non-designated area status. ; 

(c) · If any elements of any ?.reawide 'W0'1· J1an/ conflict with any 
canponent of the Statewide W()'-1 Plan identified/under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.l(f) or 
with this chapter, such elements shall be of ncpl09al effect and shall be 
superseded by th~schapter and the Statewide W@-1 P~an to the extent that such 
conflict exists. . . · ·· ·.. . I . : . . . . · 

(d) All W(M plans shall be consistent with Sjtate statutes and rules and 
to the extent they are · not consistent shall ha~lre np legal force and ef feet. 
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(e) Every county planning 1::x:>ard may conduct a county-wide water quality 
management planning process and prepare a county WCM plan. 

1. County Wa,1 plans shall not be in conflict with the Statewide WCM 
Plan, appropriate areawide WCM plans, or. this chapter. If any elements of 
any county WCM plan conflict with the Statewide W0'1 Plan, appropriate 
areawideW(J-1 plans, or this chapter, such elements shall be superseded by the 
Statewide ,,,u,1 Plan, areawide W01 Plans, or this chapter to the extE=nt that 
such conflict exists. 

2. Each county planning board that prepares or changes a county WCM 
plan shall transmit a copy of that plan or change to the BWQP, and to any 
designated plaru1ing agency whose designated area includes part or all of the 
subject geographic area. 

3. Consistency of projects and activities with county WCM plans shall 
be required under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.1 or 3.2, only to the extent that county 
WCJ-1 plans or components thereof are adopted into areawide WCJ,1 plans pursuant 
to N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4 or 3.5. 

7:15-2.3 Role of the Department 

(a) The Department shall: 

1. · Conduct a CPP and prepare a Statewide v..'T(M Plan; 

2. Prepare· areawide .WCM plans for non-designated areas; 

3. Revise and amend the Statewide {Q:I Plan as necessary; 

4. Coordinate and direct the activities of designated planning 
agencies; 

5. Review and approve areawide work programs; 

6. To the rnaxirmrrn extent feasible, act as a resource for designated 
planning agencies and county planning boards, providing them with technical 
a.ssistance, and information on best management practices and pollution 
control technologies; 

7. Require the preparation and updating of wastewater management.plans, 
and provide for their review and adoption into areawide 'WCJ-1 plans; 

8. Establish and administer policies, procedures, standards, criteria, 
and rules for water quality and wastewater management issues; 

9. Identify water quality limited segments; 

10. Establish total maximum daily loads, wasteload allocations, load 
allocations, and water quality based effluent limitations; 

11. Prepare a biennial State Water Quality Inventory Report, and other 
reports required from the State under the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et 
seq.; 
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12. Perfonn consistency determination rev ews, arid otherwise ensure 
that projects and activities affecting water qu lity do not conflict with W01 
Plans or this chapter; · 

-13. Delegate aspects and responsibilities of the CPP to other State, 
Federal, interstate, county or local agencies, d also·withdraw or transfer 
such delegations as necessary;. and 

14. Make recorrmendations to the Governor egarding designation of 
planning agencies and planning areas under N •• J.r· .A. 58:llA-4. 

7:15-2.4 Role of designated planning agencies 

(a) The designated planning agencies shal1: 

1. Prepare, revise, and amend the areawidr' WQ.'1 plans for their 
designated areas; . 

2. Fulfill all responsibilities assigned l? them under this c~apter, 
the Statewide W0'1 Plan, the_areawide v-."Q1 plan, fheir ~harter, any grant 
agreement, approved work prograrn, and any agreement w.1th the State; · · 

3. Carry out other responsibilities as aJeed with or assigned- by the 
Department under N.J.A.C. 7:lS-2.3; and l 

4 • Ensure that the areavd.de WO'-:. plan shal not be in conflict with any 
canponent of this chapter or the Statewide W(J\1 Plan and shall not otherwise 
conflict with State statutes and duly promulgattd rules. _ · 

(b) The Department and the designated planning agencies .shall 
coordinate their work in shared river basins or[ sub-basins, and shall refer 

. any. co1:flicts conc.erning such coordin. ation to Ie Carrnissioner for his 
med.1at.1on. · · 

· (c) If a previously designated area bec~es a non-designated area as a 
result of action by the Governor, the Department shall conduct areavride water 
quality management planning for that area.. I . · 

SUBOIAPI'ER 3. PLAN ASSESSMENT, AMENDMENT .M.1D AOOPTION 

7 _: 15-3 .1 Water quality management plan consis!ncy requirements 

(a) All projects and activities affectin ~, water quality shall be 
developed and conducted in a manner that does Jot conflict with this chapter 
or W0'-1 plans •. The Carinissioner shall not underjtake, nor shall he or she 
authorize. through the issuance of a pennit, an~ project or activity that 
conflicts with applicable sections of a wa-1 plap_or ~ith this cha~er. For 
purposes of N.J.A.C. 7:15-;J.l through 3.3, "pert" mcludes pernu.ts, 
approvals, certifications, and similar actions •. 

(bl. The Department shall not grant penni ,s for the following projects 
and activities before a formal consistency det rrnination review under 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.2 has been canpleted: 
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1. New surface water or grou.nd water discharges, or existing surface or 
ground water discharges pror=osing major mooifications, that require 
individual NJPDES discharge pennits under N.J.A.C. 7:14A and the Water 
Pollution Control Act, N.J.S.A. 58:l0A-l et seq.; 

2. Treatrrent works that require treatment works approvals under 
N.J.A.C. 7:14A-12 and the Water Pollution Control Act, N.J.S.A. 58:l0A-l et 
seq.; 

3. Actions regulated by the Coastal Area Facility Review Act, N.J.S.A. 
13:19-1 et seq.; 

4. Actions that require Type "B" wetland pennits under N.J.A.C. 
7:7-2.2; 

5. Construction of the following new solid waste facilities, other than 
hazardous waste facilities and minor expansions of solid waste facilities, 
regulated by N.J.A.C. 7:26: 

i. New sanitary landfills other than vertical expansions; 

ii. New solid waste transfer stations; 

iii. Nev.' solid waste ccxnr=osting or co-cc::rnposting facilities over one 
acre, but excluding leaf canr=osting facilities; 

iv. New resource recovery facilities anc new solid waste materials 
recovery facilities; and 

v.· New solid waste incinerators and thennal destruction facilities; 

6. Sa.-.itary lanc:fill closures where leachate collection and control is 
required under N.J.A.C. 7:26; 

7. Construction of new hazardous waste facilities regulated by 
N.J.A.C. 7:26; 

8. Waterfront develoµnent activities regulated under N.J.S.A. 12:5-3, 
for residential develoµrents of 25 units or greater, and for industrial, 
cc:rnnercial, and mixed use (including residential) develoµnents having 
wastewater flows of 20,000 gallons per day or rnore; extensions or 
modifications to existing projects when the cumulative total for the project 
is greater than 24 units, or greater than or equal to 20,000 gallons per day; 

9. Construction of 50 or more realty improvements regulated under the 
Realty Improvement Sewerage and Facilities Act, N.J.S.A. 58:11-23 et seq.; 
and 

10. Adoption or amendment of environmental health ordinances to control 
water r=ollution under the County Envirorrrnental Health Act, N.J.S.A. 26:3A2-21 
et seq. 
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. · ·_ (c) The following projects and activities, do riot require a fonnal 
· consistencydete.r:minat-·ion review under N.J.A.C.l 7:l5-3.2, but shall still not 
conflict with WCN plans: . . - i 

. - - . : I 

1 .. AJ?pro~ed and non-approved water supply[connections regulated by the 
Safe Drinking Water Act, N.J.S.A. 58:12A-l et sr.;; 

2. Construction or repair of dams regulated by N.J.S.A. 58:4-2 et seq.; 

3 •. Well drilling regulated by N.J.S.A. 58,l4A-14 et seq.; 

4. Actions regulated by the A,ir Pollutionl Control Act (1954), N.J.S.A. 
. . - . . . . I 

26:2C-9.2; . . . . - . _ - . I : 

5. · Renewals or modifications of existing permitted activities that do 
not propose major modifications, as, determined by the Deparb'nent; 

- 6. -Actions that require Type "A" wetland krmits under N.J.A.C. 
7:7-2.2; I 

7. Stream encroachments regulated under the Blood Hazard Area Control 
Act, N.J .S.A. 58: 16A-50 et seq.; I : 

8. Waterfront develo:i;:rrent activities regu~ateid': ... und-er N.J.S.A~ 12:5-3, 
other than those identified in (b) 8 above; j 

9
1
• Water lowering regulated under N .J. S .1. 23: 5-29 or N .J. S .A. 58: 4:-9; 

10. Construction or operation of water systems regulated by the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, N.J.S.A. 58:12A-l et seq.; - ' -

11. Diversion of-surface or ground waters regulated by the Water Supply 
I -Management Act, N.J.S.A. 58:lA-l et seq.; 

12. Activities that require freshwater we lands pennits., open water 

'f.ill.·-.~-.' 'ts, or transition area waivers.under 1/the }Freshwater Wetlands _ 
Protec1..ionAct, N.J.S.A. 13:9B-l et seq., • . - -- , - I -

13. Discharge~ that require water qualit~I' celitifications under N.J.S.A. 
58:lOA-5.b and Section 401 of the Clean Water A!ct, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.; 

14. Actions regulated by N.J .A.C. 7:26 o!er than actions identified in 
(b).5 and 6 above and actions pertaining to hazalrdo~s waste, including: _ 

i. Collection and haulage of solid wast I; ' 
ii. - -Operation of solid waste facilities; 

iii. Permit renewals for solid waste tac'lities not proposing major 
expansions; 

iv .. Vertical _ expansions of sanitary 
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v. Construction of new solid' waste canposting and co-canposting 
facilities under one acre; 

vi. Construction of new leaf canposting facilities; 

vii. Sanitary landfill closure where leachate collection and control is 
not required; and 

viii. Disruption of sanitary landfills, where such disruption does not 
require construction of new sanitary landfills or treatment and disposal of 
leachate; · 

15. Hazardous waste activities regulated by N.J.A.C. 7:26 but not 
identified in (b)7 above, including collection and haulage of hazardous 
waste, operation of hazardous waste facilities, and permit renewals for 
hazardous waste facilities not proposing major m:xlifications; 

16. Rem:::>val or·rernedial actions performed by the Department or by 
Federal agencies, or by their·agents, under the Spill Canpensation and 
Control Act, N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq., or the Canprehensive Environmental 
Response, Canpensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as amended by the 
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986, 42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq., 
or other statutes authorizing Depa..,-runent or Federal removal or remedial 
actions for hazardous substances; and 

1 7 • Any other activity · regulated by the Department but not identified 
in (b) above or deerred to be not inconsistent under N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.2. 

(d) The Depa.rt:rrent shall conduct the consistency detemination review 
or other consistency review for a Department permit concurrently with the 
Department's revie'vv'. of the permit application. The Department shall not 
issue the permit if the Department finds the project or activity to 1?e 
inconsistent with.a ¾CM plan or this chapter. 

(e) At the request of any person who intends to apply for a Department 
permit, the Department shall informally discuss with such person the 
consistency of such person's proposed project or activity with Wo-1 plans and 
this chapter. Information provided by the Department in such discussions is 
for guidance only, and is not binding on the Department. 

(f) Except as expressly provided in this chapter or in an areawide·W01 
plan, the only canponents of the Statewide W(J'-1 Plan that shall be used in 
performing consistency determination reviews and other consistency reviews 
are the following: 

1. This chapter; and 

2. Statewide Sludge Management Plans, District Sludge Management Plans, 
and sludge rnanage.rnent rules that are promulgated or approved by the 
Department pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:lE-1 et seq. 

(g) Interested parties may conrne.nt on the consistency of Depa.rtm2nt 
permits withW(J'-1 plans and this chapter through the appropriate draft or 
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. . .• ·. . ..... · .· ·. . .· i . . 
. · · final pennit public review· and canrnent process. Stb.ch ccmnents shall be .taken 

into consideration_prior to the issuance of a inai pennit. 

·. 7.:1~:3.2 ~S.f6r ~isteney de~+on:~ews · . 

· .. · . ·. . . (a) . Requests for consistency detenru.natiqn rEpview shall, where 
·. applicable, include but riot be limited to the :ffollc;,wing irifonnation: 

· i · .·.· · 1. A narrative. ·description of the proj~, tiicluding county. and 
.. . ·. mun:i..c~palit~; lot ru:id.block, type o~ develo~ztt or activity, number of· 
• · · dwelling units, anticipated population, anticiRcited wastewater flow, .. 

. < availability and iden~ification of existing trJatmkit works, proposals for 
··· new trea'bnent works ( include proposed owner and operator ·of treatment works, 

........ and, forDTif\1, penni.ttees under N~j.A.C. 7: 15-411), i and location of discharge; 

·.· ·•·.· .· • · ··. 2. A United States Geological Survey qua[dangle map shCMing the .. · · appr~~:::::o:fp::~:\:~:tr::t:r:::::::0
:: (a) 1 

aoove;b) Based UfOO pot<mtial negative water .fu· · iLY UtpScts of the project,·. 
the Deparbnent may require the narrative descr pti¢>n under (a) 1 above to also · 
include potential water quality impacts· and a iteL-specific pollution control 

. plan. Amendments to areawide W0'-1 plans may alJo expressly require such 
· ·inclusion for specific.categories.of projects.in specific.geographic.areas • 

. . · · .. ·.·. (c). The Department shall perform consislcy: detennination reviews in 
accordance with the following procedure: . I i . . . . . .• . . 
. . 1. Upon receipt of a carplete request for copsistency determination · . 

. . review, and, where a Department permit is soug~-, 13- canplete permit 
·. application, . the Deparbneht shall review the a ropriate lA.Q-1 plan .and this . · 

ch~pter to d7t 7rmine whether i:he proj7ct or ac ivi~y_is co1:sistent w~th the 
written provisions· of the• plan and this chapt7 . '.llus review shall include, 
but not be limited to, thefollowing plan cc:m nen:t-s where applicable: 

• i. ·· .. ·· Population forecasts; ·. ! 
ii. Wastewater flCM projections; 

,. . . 

iii. Availability of D'IW; 
. . 

iv •. Identification. of appropriate. IY.LW; 

.. · .. Id~tifi~ation. of appropriate waste 

. I 

i 
! 

i 
I teri service area· i . , 

vi •. · Identitication of appropriate projec 4agement agencyr. 
I 

vii. Use of' Best ?JT.anagernent P~actices for pollution control; 
.. . . . : . .. . - j· 

. .viii. Identificati6riof areas suitable o· urlsuitable for developnent 
with consideration of environmentally sensiti areas; and . · 

I 

1 
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ix.. Other water quality based IX)licies, goals, objectives, or 
recomnendations. 

2. The Department shall· ccrnplete this review within 90 days of.receipt 
of a canplete request for consistency detennination review and, where a 
Department permit is sought, a canplete permit application. 

3. UIX)n canpletion of the review, the Department shall, except as 
provided in (c)4 below, issue a consistency detennination. This 
determination shall state that the project or activity is either consistent, 
not inconsistent, or inconsistent with the WCM plan and this chapter. 

i. A project or activity shall be determined to be consistent if it is 
in accordance with the written provisions of the WCM plan and this chapter. 

11. · If the WOvl plans and this chapter do not contain provisions 
precluding a project or activity, then this shall be interpreted to mean that. 
the project or activity is not inconsistent. A finding of not inconsistent 
is equivalent in effect to a finding of consistent. 

iii. A finding of inconsistent means that the project or activity is in 
conflict with the written provisions of a •WCM plan or this chapter. 

4. If the Deparbnent finds a project or activity to be consistent or 
not inconsistent, then the Department may issue a statement of this finding 
to the.applicant or may issue the permit without issuing a written 
consistency determination. 

5. Except as provided in (c) 6 below, all Department findings made for 
Department pennits under (c)4 above shall be valid only for the permit 
application for which the consistency detennination reviewwas sought. 

6. If a project or activity requires more than.one Department permits, 
and if the Department makes a finding under (c)4 above for one of those 
permits, ·that finding shall be valid for the remaining Department permits 
unless: · 

i. The project or activity has ceased to be consistent or not 
inconsistent, because of an amendment made to the WOvl plan or this chapter 
after the initial finding; or 

11. The Department denies a permit in resIX)nse to carments received. 
under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.l(g). 

7. If the Department finds a project or activity to be inconsistent, 
then the Department shall notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for 
this finding. The applicant may request a resolution of the conflict. The 
conflict resolution procedure is presented in N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.3. 

7:15-3.3 Procedures for resolution of conflicts in plan consistency 

(a) The following'procedures shall be followed where the Department has 
found a proposed project or activity to be inconsistent with a wg~ plan or 
this chapter, and the applicant chooses to resolve the conflict. 
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. . 

1. The applicant may formally request a resolution of conflict by 
writing to. the BWQ·. P within 30 ·.days of receipt ol1f notification. This request 
shall include, but not be limited to: · . 

i. Description of project; 

ii. Description of conflict; and 

iii. Proposed resolution of conflict. 
• • , I 

2. The applicant shall meet with theBWQ~ wifuin a reasonable period of 
time to examine and resolve mutual differences 1in a resolution conference. 

3. As a result of the resolution conferJce, the applicant may either 
. revise his or her project or .activity to confoT w~th the WCM plan and this 
chapter, seek an amendment to the W<)v1 plan under N~J.A.C. 7:15-3.4 or appeal 
the decision under N .J .A.C. 7 :15-3. 9. · . j ! . . . 

4. The Deparbnent may waive the requir~nt for a conflict resolution 
· conference. in cases 'Where the Department deternli.nes that such a conference . 
would be unlikely to be. useful. ·· i ' I 

7:15-3.4 Water quality management plan amenarltprocedures 

. (a) The Department and the designated pl~ing agencies shall propose 
amendments to the Statewide and areawideW(J'-1 P]ans.'Whenever such amendments 

· are necessary or desirable. Arnen::lments may be !proposed for various reasons, 
such as to irrplernent or corrply with applicable !state or Federal law; resp:md 
to new circumstances; improve the econanic, socialf or environmental impact 

of. vQi. p·.lan.s; or .. r. e.solve iss·u· es d.i· sclosed. thr· .. o.]1gh .. th·:,·· e consis.tency review or conflict resolution procedure. · : . . . 
' . 

. (b) . Procedures for amendment of the Stat wide W0'-1 Plan are as follcms: 

1. Water quality related provisions in pJeseJilt and future rules adopted 
by the Department shall be considered to be pruit of the Statewide WC.M Plan. 
Such provisions may not be adopted, amended, oJ repealed through the W(Mplan 

. amendment process under (b) 4 below. I l . 
2. Priority systems, intended use plans ~d project priority lists for 

wastewater facilities that are developed by the Department and accepted by 
·the United States.Environmental Protection·Agericy. (USEPA). pursuant .to USEPA 
regulations, or that otherwise are.developedb¥ the Department under N.J.A.C. 
7: 22, shall be considered to be part of the Stqtewide Wo,1 Plan. Such 
priority systems and project priority lists shall be adopted or revised ih 
accordance with USEPA regulations and N.J.A.C. [7:2f, as appropriate, and · 
shall not be adopted or revised through the WCJ11. plan amendment process under 
(b) 4 below. · · i 

. 3. Statewide Sludge fl'.lfillagement Plans, Di i tribt Sludge Management Plans 
and sludge management rules·that are promulgat$d or approved by the · 
Department pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:lE-1 et seqJ shi=ill be considered to be 
part of the StatewideWCcM Plan. Such plans ancli rules shall be promulgated, 
revised, updated or approved in accordance wi ti} N · '?'. S .A. 13: 1E-1 et seq. , and 
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shall not be promulgated, revised, up:lated, or approvro through the t-Qvl plan 
amendment process under (b)4 below. 

4. Ccrnponents of the Statewide WCM Plan other than (b) l through 3 above 
may be amended by using the procedure specified in (g) below, except thc1t the 
Corrmissioner shall render the final decision identified in (g)9 below. 

(c) Areawide WW, plans for designated areas may be amended by 
designated planning agencies pursuant to their approved procedures for plan 
amendment. The Departinent may amend the areawide W<)-1 plan for any non- , 
designated area, pursuant to the procedures under (g) below. Amendments or 
provisions thereof for any areawide wo-1 plan whose specific purpose or effect 
is to address projects or activities covered by (i) and (j) below, or that 
are either proposed, constructed, operated or conducted by the State or 
Froeral government, or that are regulated by the Solid Waste Management Act 
(N.J.S.A. 13:lE-1 et seq.), shall be processed only by the Deparbnent, · 
regardless of whether the areawide WCM plan is for a designated area or a 
non-designated area. 

(d) Procedures for plan amendment developed by the designated planning 
agencies shall be consistent with this section and approved by the 
Departme.,,"'lt. Such procedures shall include, but need not be l:united to, 
provisions that: 

·1. Allow any interested person to sul::rnit to the designated planning 
. agency written, documented petitions to amend the areawide W<J-1 plan;. 

2. Provide for review by the Department of all proposed amendments 
prior to public notice; · 

3. Allow the Department to identify parties that shall be requested to 
endorse proposed amendments, such parti,es being in addition to any parties 
identified by the designated planning agency; · 

4. Provide for publication of public notice of proposed amendments in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the designated area; and 

5. Provide for adequate public cornnent periods and opportunities for 
public hearings before the designatedplanning agency decides whether to 
approve an amendment. 

(e) Every designated planning agency shall, within 90 days of the 
effective date of this subchapter, sul:rnit for Department approval plan 
amendment procedures that have been revised for consistency with this 
section. Such procedures shall identify the newspaper in which public 
notices of plan amendments shall be published. All plan amendment procedures 
that the Deparbnent approved before that effective date, but that are not 
revised and approve:1 by the Department as being consistent with this section, 
shall become void 180 days after that effective date. 

(f) Within 15 days of approving an amendment, a designated planning 
agency shall sul:rnit to the BWQP acopy of the amendme:nt, ·together with 
background information for that amendment. Vl'Q-1 plan amendments approvro by 
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. •.. . I . 
designated planning agencies are valid only upon the subsequent adoption of 
such· amendments by the Governor or his designeel. 

( g) Exce. pt a.~ pro .. v .. 1..· ded .in . ~h) below, the [epartment procedure for 
amendment of·areawide WO'i plans 1.s as follows: 

1. For amendments which are the Departmen 's 'responsibili.ty under (c) 
above! any interested person may petition the Df~nt to amend t1;e 
areawide vQ-1 plan, or the Department may propose to amend the areawide WCJ-1 
plan on the Department's own initiative •. Requelsts for amendmentsshall be 
submitted in writing to the Bureau of Water Quallity Planning (BWQP), Division· 
of Water Resources, CN 029, Trenton, N'ew Jerse~ 08625. 

2. Requests for amendments shall include, but need not be limited to, a 
detailed description of the proposed amendment,.inctluding documentation 
substantiating the need for the amendment and 9ther documentation as 
determined by the Department. Within a reasonable :period of time, not to 
excee.d 180 days of receiving such requests, thJ1 Department shall review such 
requests and shall either: ! 

' or i. Pisapprove the amendment request, an 
I 

re1rurn it to the applicant; 

ii. Return the amendment request to the appl;Lcant for additional 
information or other necessary changes; or. . I : · 

iii. Decide to proceed· furth~ with the rtt ~st. . . . 

3. The Department shall notify the appl1.aant in wr1.t1.ng of 1.ts decision 
u.1"lder (g)2 above. If the Department's decisiori is to proceed further with 
the amendment request under (g)2iii above, thert the applicant shall request 
endorsements under .{g)4 below, and shall give ~ubl4"c notice by publication in 
a newspaper of general circulation at the applilcant's expense. The 
Department shall maintain a .. list •identifying. tlie newspaper that shall be used 
for this purpose in each planning area. . In ca~es where such Department 
decisions include a requirement for a non-advensarial public hearing, the 
public notice shall provide at least 15· days n1tice of.the hearing. 

4. Requirements concerning endorsement o:fi plan amendments are as 
follows : . .. · / i 

i. ·. As part of each notification of a aedisi~n under (g) 2iii · above, the 
Deparbnent may identify a list of parties that[may:be affected by, or 
otherwise have a substantial interest in, apprqval:of the proposed amendment, 
and that shall be asked to endorse the proposed amendment. Within 15 days of 

· receiving such notification, the applicant shail sul::mit by certified mail 
(return receipt requested) a copy of the propoJed ~dment to these parties, 
with a request that.they endorse the proposed.rendment within 60 days of 
their receipt of the request. . .. . . 1 

• . . · . .I i 

1.1.. An endorsement shall include a staterknt that the party concurs 
. • . . .. . I ' . . . 

with, or does not object to, the proposed amendment. Tentative, preliminary, 
or conditiOOal staterrents• shall not be considied to be endorsements. An 
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. . 

endorsement by a goverrnnental unit shall be :i.n the fonn of a ;r-ese>lution by . 
that unit's governing body. · 

. . . 

. iii. The applica,nt shall ._prorrptly_ forward to the BWQP .a copy of all 
endorsements and · ccmnents received, and a copy· of all.· requests for : 
endorsement (with return receipts) sent to parties that did not provide 

· endorsements or canrrents within 60 days of their receipt of such requests.: 

iv. Where a party identified under (g).4i above denies or does not act 
on an endorsement, the. reasons, if known, . for that·. refusal or inaction shall. 
be considered in making decisions under (g)B and 9 below. 

5. When the D~partment proposes to amend· the area\-iide plan on its own .. 
initiative, the Department shall give public notice by publication iri a 
newspaper. of general circulation in the planning area, and may hold a public · · 
hearing or request.endorsements as if the Deparb'nent were an c;pplicant.under 
(g) 3 and 4 above. · · ·· 

6. Interested parties, including, but not limited to, those fran which 
. endorsements are requested under (g) 4i or 5 above, may suhnit written 

corrments to the BWQP within 30 days of the date of the public notice. . 
Interested parties may request that the public comnent period be extended up 

·to 30 additional days, and such extensions maybe granted to the extent they 
appear necessary. Requests for such extensions shall be suhnitted in writing 
to the BWQP within 30 days of the date of the public notice. · 

7. P:uties may also r~est that the Department ·hold a non-advers~ial 
public hearing; such requests shall be suhnitted.in.writing to the BWQP 
within 30 days of the date of the public notice. If there is si(Jfl..i.ficant 
interest, as detennined by the Department, in holding·a public hearing, then 
a public hearing will be held within 45 days of the date on which the public 
corrment period>was to have ended. A public :notice providing at least 15. days 
notice of the hearing will be published in two newspapers of general . . · 
circulation and mailed to each person who responded to the initial public 

_ notice-or was requested toeriq_orse the amendment, and the publicccmnent 
period will be extended until 15 days .after the hec;ring. - Except when ·the 

·Department proposes to amend areawide·Wg,.1 plans on its own initiative, the 
applicant shall, at the applicant's expense,·· provide for publication· and. 
mailing of the public notice, secure a- court sten0grapher, · .and provide three. 
copies of a verbatim·· transcript of the · hearing to the Bl>."QP. · 

8. If any data, information 0~ arguments suhnitted during the public 
carrment period or iri response to a request for an endorsement appear to raise 
substantial new questions.concerning a·proposed plan amendment, ti.11e 
Department may: · 

i. · Reopen or extend the public ccmnent period· to ·give interested 
persons an opportu.,.'1ity to conment on the infonnation or arguments suhnitted; 

11._ Disapprove the proposed amendment and, where applicable, return it 
to t-1-ie applicant; · · · 

. . 

· iii. Return the amendment request to the applicant :for necessary changes 
and reproposal urider this section; or · 
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·. iv •. Prepare. a new l?roposed plan amendment aPpropriately n:ooified, for 
. pro:i;:osal under this section. . j · 

9~· Except where the Depar~t has alreadt' disapproved or returned the 
proposed amendment under (g)8 above, the Governlr or his designee shall 
render a final decision on the amendment within 60 days of the end of the 
public corrment period or, if a public hearing is he'ld, within 60 days of the 
public hearing~ The Governor or his designee stall; either: 

i. Adopt the amendment as proposed; ! 

... ·. . ii. Adopt the proposed amendment with min r qhanges that do not 
effectively destroy the val.ue ot the public notfi.ce;/ or 

.·. · - . .. iii. Disapprove the proposed 'amendment· an , ~ere applicable, return it 
.to the applicant. · · ·· . . · • · . . . · j . 

< .• ...•.... 10. The Oeparbnent shall provide written 
of the Governor or his designeeto the applic 

.each·person.wh9.sul:mitted conments or·reques:t 

i 
otification of the decision I . . . . . 

where applicable, and to. 
notice of the final decision. 

I 
. 11. · The Department shall retain the admi isdati ve record for W()-1 Plan 

. amendments for the following periods of time:. J : 
I , 

··. ·.· i. For each amendment adopted under (g) 9 ·above, a period of not less 
.· than three years from the effective date of th amendment. 

·. 11. For each proposed amendment disappr ed 6r returned under ( g)2, 8, 
... or 9 above, a period c:if not less than one year frorr the date of disapproval 
or return.. · · · · · . · . ·.. · · . •. ! · . · . · •· · 

.·. ·· · ·· ·.· · (h) For ~drnents identified in (h) 3 be ow, i the Department may. modify 
· ··.·the plan amendment procedure specified in (g) cl.bov~ in the manner .set forth 

. in (h) 1 and 2 ~~ow. . Except as provi~ed in (~)I 1 and 2 below, the entire · 

.. procedure spec1,fied ill (g) above remams applict~l~ to such amendments. · . 

> ·• ·· 1. In lieu ;of the endorsement recmiremenJs iri (g) 3 and 4 ·above, the .. 
.. · Department shall identify a list of potentiall af ;fected or interested .. 
. ·.··parties that shall receive notice of the propoled amendment, but that need 

·. · not be asked to endorse· the proposed arnendrnend W~ thin. five days of 
· . rec.e~ ving such a list, the appli<?ant sh. ali. s ... uafu. t pY cer. tified ma.· il (return ..• · . 
receipt requested) to these parties a copy of_ ~e proposed amendment, and a 

· copy of the public notice . that will be puplish~ ip a newspaper pursuant to 
(g) 3 above. · .The applicant shall pranptly forward )to the BWQP a copy of all 

. letters (with re.t;.un:i· receip~sl s7nt "t<? ~es7 Wtie .. un .. · der this paragraph •. 
. · For sewers and pumpillg stations identified ill_ ~h) 3;i..1 . below, . endorsements are 
· still reqUired from owners or operators of a.ff cted D'IW. · · . . · · · 

2. Instead of the 30 day period.specif{ fo~ these actions in (g)6 and 
7 above, interested parties may take the foll ing actions within lb working 

·. days . of the date of· the public. notice: . .. . · : · · . · . 

i. Scl:mi. t written conmen ts on the propo ed larrte~nt to the BWQP; ,, 
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ii. Sul::rnit written requests that the public carment pericxl be extended 
up to 30 additional days; or 

iii. Sul:rnitwritten requests that the Deparunent hold a non-adversarial 
public hearing. 

3. The modifications set forth in (h)l and 2 above shall be available 
only for c:llTI.ehdments whose sole purpose is to address the foll<:Ming projects: 

i. Schools, health care facilities, or correctional facilities, if such 
schools or facilities are publicly owned or operated; or 

ii. New sewers or pumping stations to serve a project or activity that 
is partially within a future sewer service area depicted in an areawide .WCM 
plan, if such sewers or pumping stations would convey wastewater from such 
project or activity to the existing D'IW whose sewer service area is depicted 
in that WC11 plan, and if a resolution of endorsement is received from the 
owner or operator of that DTW. If a project or activity is partially or . 
entirely within two or rrore depicted sewer service areas, the new sewers or 
pumping stations may convey wastewater to one or rrore such existing D'IW, 
provided that resolutions of endorsement are received from the owners or 
operators of the affected D'IW in each of the sewer service areas. 

iii. Notwithstanding (h)3ii above, the rrodificationsset forth in (h)1 
and 2 above shall not be available for sewers or pumping stations whose 
construction would violate N.J.A.C. 7:14A-12.21, or that would convey 
wastewater to D'IW whose capacity must by statute, rule or other legal 
requirement be reserved for other projects or activities. The Department may 
require the applicant to provide proof from the owner or operator of D'IW that 
would receive the conveyed flCM that capacity is available for the 
applicant's project or activity. This paragraph applies whether treatment· 
works approvals are sought for both construction and operation, or for 
construction only, of sewers or pumping stations. 

(i) Effluent limitations, including, but not limited to, water quality 
based effluent limitations, and schedules of compliance established in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.1 as NJPDES permit conditions under N.J.A.C. 
7: 14A-8. 6 shall be considered to be part of the areawide v-.U•1 plans. NJPDES 
pennit conditions shall be rrodified only through the procedures specified in 
the Department's New Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimination System rules 
(N.J.A.C. 7:14A), in accordance with applicable Department rules, and shall 
not be nodified through the Wo,1 plan amendment process under (c) or (g) 
above. This subsection, however, shall not preclude the adoption of effluent 
limitations or schedules of compliance in areawide WCJ-1 plans und.er (c) or (g) 
above, prior to the establishment of such effluent limitations or compliance 
schedules as new or revised NJPDES permit conditions. 

(j) Total maximum daily loads, wasteload allocations, load allocations, 
and listings of water quality limited segments established by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) pursuant to 40 CFR 130. 7 (d) 
shall be considered to be part of areawide W~ plans, but the Governor or his 
designee may adopt rrore stringent requirements in such plans pursuant to the · 
procedures in (g) above. The Governor or his designee may also adopt these 
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WCJ',1 plan elements un~er ( g) above in the absenc[I of USEPA action to establish 
such elements. 

(k) Water quality management planning related documentation in present 
and.future 201 Facilities Plan~ that are approvrc11::?Y th~ Department and U~EPA 
after May ~l, 1975.shall consti~ute amer:i~ts it° cµ-eawide w:J'-1 I?l~~- This 
docurnent~tion may inclu~e, but i~ not ll1tllted tp: rselected facilities 

· .alte:11.at1.ve, futur. e d.esign capacity and flCMs, .. 
1

itre·q.troent levels, sewer. 
service areas, septage management areas, sludge and septage management and 

· disposal plans, envirornnental constraints mapping, 1 identification of 
management agencies, and grant: cohditions. Itebizro abstracts of the 
appropriate documentation shall be available a~ the Division of Water 
Resources. Water quality management planning rijelat::ed documentation in 201 
Facilities Plans completed on or prior to May 31, ~975 may be adopted into 
areawide WCf1 plans on a case-by-case basis under (¢) or (g) above. 

7:15-3.S Water quality management plan review,[ reyision, and certification 

·· (a) The Department and the designated pl I ing agencies shall 
periodically review Statewide and areawide t'iQl-1.Plans in order to propose 
appropriate arnendnents under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4, ancµ. to prepare appropriate 
revisions under this section. · 

· (b) .The Department and the designated pJlanntng agencies shall prepare 
revisions to Statewide and areawide WCJ',1 Plans tinde+ this section whenever 
such revisions are necessary to: J 

1. Correct, clarify, or update erroneous~ unclear, or outdated 
statements in Statewide and areawide WCM Plans; 1 

2. Transfer or assign wastewater managrntt ilan responsibility under 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-5~13; or . · , • 

. . . I : . . . 

3. Revise schedules for suhnission of wa teWp.ter management plans under 
N.J.A.C. 7;15~S.24(g). 

(c) The documents that are autanaticallyadopted into the Statewide or 
areawi.deWCJ,1 Plans under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(b)l thrpugh 3, (i), and (j) shall 
not be revised under this section. 

(d) The procedure for revision of State · de ~d area,;,vide \\'J(M plans is 
as follows : I 

1. The Governor or his designee shall adopt ~evisions to areawide WCJ,1 
plans and the Cornnissioner shall adopt revisiohs t.o the Statewide W(J\1 Plan. 
Such revisions shall take effect inrnediately, µnl~ss the adoption notice 
specifies otherwise. . . .· · . . · I . ! . . • . • 

2. The Department shall, on an annual baris,[ make publicly available a 
. list of adopted revisions to wg-1 plans •. Under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4, interested 
p-3.rties may suhni t petitions to arne .. nd. plan. r.. ts repeal or rrooify such 
revisions. 

1 
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(e) Designated planning agencies shall revise areawide v.u.,1 Plans in 
accordance with procedures established by such agencies and approved by the 
Department. All revisions to areawide .W<J-1. plans are Vp.lid only upon their 
adoption by the Governor or his designee. 

(f) The Governor or his designee shall certify adopted W<.:}1 Plans in 
accordance with United States Environmental Protection Agency regulations. 

7:15-3.6 Coordination with Coastal Zone and Hackensack Meadowlands programs 

(a) In accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:7E-1.2(g), the Department's Rules on 
Coastal Resources and Develoµnent, N.J .A.C •. 7:7E, including, but not limited 
to, provisions concerning the Hackensack Meadowlands Develoµnent Conmissi.on 
at N.J.A.C. 7:7E-l.5(a) and 7:7E-3.43, shall provide the basic policy 
direction for h'CM planning in the New Jersey Coastal Zone defined at N .J .A.C. 
7:7E-1.2(b), including, but not limited to, the Hackensack Meadowlands 
District described in N.J.S.A. 13:17-4. 

(b) In accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(b)l, the water quality related 
provisions of N.J.A.C. 7:7E, including but not limited to N.J.A.C. 7:7E-8.4, 
are part of the Statewide W<.l-1 Plan. 

(c) Under N.J.A.C. 7:7E-8.4 and Section 307(f) of the.Coastal Zone 
Managernent Act, 33 U.S.C. 1451 et seq., the Deparbnent's Coastal Management 
Program incorporates by reference all requirernents established by or pursuant 
to the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq., including all requirements 
contained in this chapter and. in W(J-1 plans. 

(d) For~ plan amendments relating to the Hackensack Meadowlands 
District, the consultation requirernent in N.J.S.A. 13:17-9(c) shall be met as 
follows: 

1. For amendments processed under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(b)4 or (c), the 
Hackensack Meadowlands Development Ccmnission shall be requested to endorse 
such amendments under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(g)3 and 4 or N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(d)3, 
as appropriate. 

2. For other a.-nendments to W(M plans under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(b)l 
t.rirough (b)3, (i), (j), or (k) that automatically incorporate Department or 
USEPA actions taken through rulemaking proceedings or water pollution control 
programs, the consultation requirer.-ient in N.J.S.A. 13:17-9(c) shall be 
addressed, as necessary, through those rulernaking proceedings or programs, 
and shall not be indeJ?endently addressed under this section. 

7:15-3.7 Coordination with Pinelands program 

(a) In accordance with N.J.S.A. 13:18A-8, 16 U.S.C. 471i(f), and the 
"Water Resources Planning" element (page 221) of the "Surface and Groundwater 
Resources Program" contained in Chapter Seven of the Canprehensive Management 
Plan adopted by the Pinelands Commission on November 21, 1980, canments shall 
be sought from the Pinelands Canmission on proposed Wg-,1 plan amendments 
pertaining to the Pinelands Area defined at N.J.S.A. 13:18A-11 or the 
Pinelands National Reserve defined at 16 U.S.C. 471i(c), to ensure that such 
amendments are consistent with the intent and programs of the Pinelands 
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Protection Act, N;J.S.A. 13:lBA-l et seq., and Lcti;.on 502 of the National 
Parks and Recreation Act of 1978, 16 U.S.C. 471.ti... • · 

· . . . . . . I , · 
(b) For W';l-1 plan amendments prqcessed under N.J.A.C. 7;15-3.4 (b) 4 or 

(c), the Department shall seek carments from thb Pinelands Ca:mtission before 
· making the decision required by N.J.A.C. 7:15-3j.4(g)2 or 7:15...:3.4(d)2, as 

.. appropriate. . I ; · 

· (c) For other amendments tovQ1 plans undf::r N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(b)l 
through (b) 3, ( i) , ( j) , or (k) that autanatical[Ly incorporate Deparbnent or 
USEPA actions taken through rulemaking proceediligs Or water pollution control 
programs, any need to seek ccmnents fran the Pihelc:inds Ccmnission shall be 
addressed, as necessary, through those rulemakilig Jroceedings or programs, 
and shall not ~-independently ad~essed under ~ij section. 

7: 15-3. 8 · Val1d1 ty of water quality management plan amendments 

. . . (a) No \Q'l plan amendment hereafter adopta t\y the Governor or bis 
designee is.valid unless adopted in.substantial) compliance with this chapter. 
A proceeding to contest any vQ1 plan amendment en the ground of noncompliance 
with· the procedural requirements of this chapte

1

r sl'}all be carmenced· within 
· one year fran the adoption date of the arnendme]t. : 

(b) A proceeding to contest anyviQ\1 plan amendment adopted by the 
Governor or his.designee prior to the effective date of this subchapter, on 

· . the ground of noncanpliance . with the procedura] requirements of this chapter 
as it existed prior to that effective date, sha'.llbe ccnmenced within one 
year fran the.effective date of this subchapte,. , · 

7:15-3.9 Appeals of Department decisions [ 

· · (a) ·. Within 20 calendar days from.the conilict resolution conference 
held pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.3, or fran redeipt by the applicant of a 
written notification from the Deparbnent of thJ decision of the Department 
made pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.3(a)4, 3.4(g)2i o:r ii or 8ii through iv, the 
applicant may request an adjudicatory hearing tlo contest the finding of 
inconsistency or other Department decision by Jurnutting a written request to 
the Department which shall include the followi.Iig itformation: . 

I . 
1. The name, address, and telephone nir of the applicant and its 

authorized representative if any; i 

2. The applicant' s factual position on ach ! question alleged to be at 
issue, its relevance to the Deparbnent's decis on,! specific reference to 
contested factors as well as suggested revised or alternative provisions; 

· 3. Information supporting the applicant s factual position and copies 
of other written documents relied upon to sup ,rt the request for a hearing; 

4. An estimate of the time required for the 1 hearing (in days and/or 
hours); and 

5. A request, if necessary, .for 
disabled persons. 
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(b) A hearing request not received within 20 days after the conflict 
resolution conference or after receipt by the applicant of a written 
notification fr~ the Department of the decision of the Department, shall be 
denied. . . 

. . 

(c) During the pendency of the review and h~aring on a Deparbnent 
decision made.pursuant to this chapter, the challenged Department decision 
shall remain in full force and effect, unless a stay is granted by the · 
Director upQn fortnal request by.the applicant... · 

. . . -

(d) If the appellant fails to include all the infortnation required by 
( al above, the Department may deny the hearing request. · 

.. : :· . . . •, 

(e) If it grants the requestfor a hearing, :the De~t shall file 
the request for a hearing with the Office of Administrative Law.. The hearing. 
shall be held before an administrative law Judge and in accorqance with the 
Administrative Procedure Act, N.J .S.A. 52: 14B-1 et seq., and the Uniform 
Administrative Procedure Rules, N.J.A.C. 1:L · 

(f) Appeals of decisions made by designaterl planning agencies under 
this subchapter shall be made to a court of canpeteht jurisdiction .. , 

SUBCHAPTER 4. WATER QUALI'I'Y · AND. WASTE'vU\.TER MANAGEMENT POLICIES AND· 
PROCEDURES 

7:15...:4.1 Pennittees for new or exparideddanestic treatrrent works 

. (a) · After December 5, 1985, the Department shall not, except· as . 
provided in (c) below, issue a pe:r:mit underN.J.A.C. 7:14A for the. following 
new or exparidedD'IW unless a governrnental,entity or sewerage agency is either 
·the sole pennittee orco-pennittee under N.J.A.C. 7:14A .for that im,;r, and is 
identified as a Wastewater ManagernentAgencyin an areawideWCM Plan: 

. . . 

1. D'IW that, using. subsurface sewage disposal systems or any other 
means, se:rve rrore than one property, dwelling unit,· ccmnercial unit, or other. · 
premises, whether or not such D'IW require NJJ?DES discharge pennits; and. · 

2. . Any other D'IW that require NJPDES discharge pemn:i, ts. 

(b) For purposes of this section, a 11new or expanded D'IW" means: 
. . . . .· 

,' . . 
1. A D'IW that was not in existence or under construction on or before 

December 5, 1985; or 

. · 2. A D'IW whose actual or proposed capacity exceeds the capacity 
identified for that D'IW in the areawideW~Plan that was in effect on 
December 5, 1985. 

(c) · This section does not apply to the follO\'iing, new or expanded IYIW: 

1. Sew~rs or pumping stations; or . . 

2. New O~ expanded D'IW whose only new or expand~canponents handle 
· sludge only, except as may be required inN.J.A.C~ 7:14C. 
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7 .. :15-4.2 · Projects cU1d a.ctivities deemed to be t inconsistent with WQ-1 
plans and this chapter I · 

(a) The following treatment works are d~etred to be not inconsistent 
with WQ-1 plans and this chapter: 

1. Upgrades of danestic or industrial tre t works, including 
u:pgrades accarplished through construction of n~w t/reatment works at the same 

. • . location. However, where levels. of treatmen~ ie specified in areawide WQ-1 
- Plans:; upgrades that are not designed . to. achiev~ sJch treatment .levels shall . 

··· be deetred to be not inconsistent only if such upgr~des are in accordance with .· 
· .. approved canpliance schedules . ti:iat provi~e for. rt.he I ~ture achiev~nt. of such 
treatment levels, and that aremcluded in NJPDES-q.ischarge pe:rnu.ts, court· 
orders, or·Deparbnent.enforcernent·docurrents ·a$ administrative orders or 
adrninistrati ve cxmsent orders. . . . .. I 

2. Treatircnt works M1Qse sole purpose is ciliate an existing pollution 
: problem, if such treatment works are required tile Department. · 

.. · .. ·_ 3 •. ··•· .. Expansions ·. of . d~estic ot industrial · . ea Lt works . up to flows 
identified· in areawide WQ-1 plans, or to flows Il~ in penni ts under 

- N~J.A.C. 7:14A that were in effect on December ~'-_. --~-8_5, wh .. ~chev~r are hig~er. 

4. ·· Interim construc::tion or interim ion of, or intenm connection 
with, danestic or industrial treatment works at . ·e required by' law to be 

· abandoned ·or incorp:,rated at a def.inite time to CDther treatment works:. 

i. That are under construction; 

··_· ii. For which 6ontracts or Federal or. S te . inancial assistance have 
been awarded for construction; or. 

. . . . iii •...•. Whose cons~ction is. required by. C urt order or Department order, .. 
. __ or by. a consent agreement to which the De~_· t is a party. . 

.·_ . ·• ·. · .· (bl • The ini'.tial performance o~ emergency ac~vities, including, but not 
• J.imi.ted- to, emergency activities allowed by rgency pennits issued pur~mant 
.to N.J.A.C. 7:14A"."'2.2, is deerred to be hot i-ric nsittent with the W<.)-1 plans 
_and_tJ:iis chapter. The.Depar~1:t may require ~E; results of_an eme:gency 
-activitr :to be_ removed. <;>r m:xhfied after _su~h- f~tjlal perfonnance, 1n order 
to- obtain confop:rance with a WC1-f plan or this ahapi. ·._ . . . · 

. 7: 1574. 3 Treatnent work,s 110t identl.fied in wal f""1i ty Managerent Plans 

_ ·. ___ ·._. • ·. · . (a_) Except as prov~ded in N.J.A:C. 7:~5-4.2 ~: 4~4, tj1e fo~lowing _ .· 
.· _ . . treatment work:_ ar_ e_ .consi.dered to be inc_on_sistEF.t w1.~. the cµ-eawide _W(J\1_ plan., 

·· · and shall ·require·. an amendment_ to . that plan to I be ~ligible for treatment 
. works approvals,· •NJPDES. discharge pe.rmits, or .f

1
Lriahcial assistance under the·· ··. ~an~~~;ew ~~~::~:r1

:;::·~:: ~~t·: ::ions of . . ..·· . 
ex1stingdanesticor indus-t;rial trea~nt worky, 1~ such new treatment wor}<s-
or expansions are not identified in the existil[ig areawide Wg-1 plan, are not 

·· Se\-'Jers or pmrpincj stations, require a NJPDES d, scl:11 ge pennit, and would: . . - . . . . . . . . . ' . . . 
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i. Directly discharge to surface waters, or onto the land surface (for 
exarrple, spra:r irrigation or overland flow facilities); or 

ii. Have a design capacity of 2000 gallons per day or larger. 

2. New DTi-v that would conflict with or be outside of future sewer 
service areas depicted in the areawide WCM plan. 

(b) The provisions of (a) above apply whether treatment works approvals 
are sought for both construction and operation, or for construction only, of 
treatment works. 

(c) This section does not apply to the following treatment works: 

1. Activities identified under N.J .A.C. 7:14A-12.4 as not requiring 
treatment works approval; 

2. Treat.rrent works components that hru'1dle sludge only; or 

3. Industrial treatment works that do not handle process waste water or 
domestic wastes. 

(d) In preparing amendments to areawide W0'-1 plans,· the follc:Ming 
i:olicies shall be adhered to: 

L Existing regional D'IW shal 1 be used where appropriate. Expansion or 
upgrading of existing regionc.l D'IW is generally preferable to construction of 
additional D'I'i'iT th2t would produce additional direct discharges to surface 
water at ne,-1 locations. 

2. Where a sewer connection ban is in effect under N.J .A.C. 7:14A-l2.21 
on a D'IW, the sewer service area for that D'IW shall not be altered unless 
such alteration would, e\1en in the absence of the · sewer connection bar1, be 
cost-effective, environmentally sound, and feasible fran the engineering 
standi:oint. 

7:15-4.4 Individual septic systems and other small danestic treatment works 
in sewer service areas 

(a) Subject to the provisions of (b) below and of N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.19, 
depiction of sewer service areas in.wastewater management plans or elsewhere 
in areawide W0'-1plans shall not be construed to prohibit the lawful 
construction in such areas of the following D'IW: 

1. Individual septic systems for individual residences pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 7:9A; or 

2. Other D'IW that would have a design capacity of less than 2,000 
gallons per day, and use either subsurface sewage disposal systems or other 
sewage disposal systems that would not directly discharge to·surface water or 
onto the land surface. 

(b) D'IW identified in (a) above shall be constructed in depicted sewer 
service areas only if adequate guarantees are provided before such 
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construction that the depicted sewer service will~ used when itbecanes 
available, and that any discharge to ground watJr wli.11 then be discontinued. 

. I I 

7: 15..:.4. 5 Eligibility for f inancia.l assistance . 1 j , 

Financial assistance under the Clean WaterlActi, U.S.C. 1251 et seq., or 
under N;J.A.C. 7:22, for planning, design, or c<pnsttuction of D'IW shall be 
awarded only to Wastewater Management Agencies identified in a Statewide or 
areawide WCM Plan. · · .· · · I j 

I . 
SUBCHAPI'ER 5. WASTEWATER r-"JANAGEMENT PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 

. . ·.· . . . . . . . . ·. I I .. · . 

7 :15-5 .1 Wastewater management plan requirement fol water quality management 
. plan amendments . / I . 

. . I , 

(a.) If a proposed W0'1 plan amendment under N.h.A.C. 7:15..:.3.4(c) or (g) 
includes a D'IW not identified in the existing W~ plan, or includes an 
expansion of an existing D'IW above the capacity! iaJntified· in the existing · 
WCM plan, or modifies a wastewater service area./ de:Uineation in the existing . 

. W(J-1 plan, the Governor or his designee shall adopt 1:that amendment only if the 
amendment otherwise complies with this chapter fld Jconsists of, or includes, 
a wastewater management plan (WMP), or an amendtnenii to a wastev."ater · 
man~gernei:it plan, that identifies such D'IW, expclflsion, or modified 
del:u,eation. . · . · j I 

(b) The reqµiren-ent in (a) al:ove applies onl1 to: 

1. Wastewater service area modificationsj[that;:. directly affect 10 or 
mo. re ac. re. s, or th··.e·•. disposit1..· on o.f 20,.·000 g. allo ·s. o I more. pe. r day of wastewater; or . 

2. D'IW that require a NJPDES discharge penni , , and that: 

i. Directly discharge to surface watersl or onto the land surface 
(e.g., spray irrigation or overland flav facil'tie); or 

ii. Have a design capacity of 20,000 gal ons / per day or larger. 
· I I 

·7:15-5.2 Validity of previously adopted or reintly prepared wastewater 
management plans 1 

(a) Wastewater management plans adopted , twien June 1, 1985 and the 
effective dateof this subchapter shall remain lin fffect as wastewater . 
management plans in the appropriate areawide wdM pllans without the need for 
further adoption procedures. I I 

(b) The Governor or his designee may, unoer r .J .A.C. 7: 15-3 .4, adopt 
any wastewater management plan that meets the tequtl.rements of the fonner 
''Policy on Wastewater Management Plansll that w~s Pprt of. the Statewide WCM 
Plan that the.Department adopted on December SJ 1985, but that does not meet 
the procedural or substantive reouirernentsof this 1 subchapter, if a draft of 
that \'lastewater management plan was sul:rnitted to the Department prior to the 
effective. date .of this chapter. I I · 
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· 7: 15..:5. 3 · · Wastewater management plan ~eas and wastewater management· planning 
responsibility: general statement · · · ' · 

(a) A "wastewater management plan- area'' ("YMP arec1") is the geographi~ .. 
area for which a governmental unit or other person has •iwastewater management 
planning responsibility'' as d<=fined in (b) below. · · •. 

(b) .· N.J.A.C. 7:15;..5.4 through 5.8 identify governmental units that have. 
· "wastewater management plari responsibility" ( ''i--1MP responsibility") for the_ · 
wastewater management plan areas specified in those sections, uhiess . 

· alternati'7'e assignments of wastewater management plan responsibility are. 
established under .N.J.A.C. 7:15:-5.9. !'Wastewater management plan 

.. responsibility" means th~ duty to: · · · ·· · · .· 
. . . . . . ·:. . . . .. ·. ,': . . . . . . 

1. Prepare, sul::mit, · and periodically update a wastewater management 
plan for.the wastewater management plan area,; and · · 

. .. 

2.. Provide canrnents on. propo~ed amendments to wastewater management 
· plans under N.J .A.c_. 7 :15..-5 .23(c). · · · 

(c) Wastewate,r management plans shall be prepared, suhnitted~ and .. 
periodically updated only by the governmental units or other persons that . 
have wastewater management plan responsibility for the corresponding · 
wastewater management plan areas. Such governmental uni ts or othe,r persons 
shall .suhnit wastewater managemo.....nt plans in _accordance with the procedures 
specified in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.23(a) or (b), as appropriate, and in accordance ·. 
with the schedule specified.in N.J~A.C. 7:15,-5~24. A governmental uru.tor 
other person may meet its responsibility to prepare and sul::mit wastewater. 
management platis by sul::mi tting wastewater management plans prepared by · 
another party on behalf of that·governmental unit or person.. . 

. . . . . . 

. (d) N.J.A.C. 7:15,-5.4 through 5.13-a_pply notwithstanding any statements 
about wastewater planning responsibility contained in management agency 
designations or WCM Plans, or amendments thereto, .issued or i:l-dopted before 
the effective date_ of this subchapter. · · · 

. . . . . . . 

(e) The identification under this subchapter of wastewater management 
plan areas and assignrnents:of wastewater management plan responsibility does 
not, by itself, establish or change the. designations of 201 facilities · .. 
planning areas· or 201 facilities planning agencies. Such designations rnay be · .. 
established or modified .· only by specific provisions for· that purpose in 
amendnents to areawide WQM plans under N.J.A.C. 7:15-,3.4, including but not. 
limited to provisions in wastewater management plans under .N.J .A.C •. 
7:15-5.18(h).. . . 

7:15-,5.4 Responsibility of designated pLmning agencies 
·. . . . . 

A designated planning agency shall have waste\vater managernentpian 
rE:sp:msibility for a wastewater management plan area.consisting of all or 
part of its designated area, if the govel;'."Iling body of that agency adopts and 
submits to the BWQP a resolution requesting such resp:msibility w~thin 60 
calendar days of .the effective date of this subchapter. · • In wastewater 
management plan areas identified in such.resolutions, no other governmental 
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units shall have Jastew~ter rnanageinentplan res ·ns• ility under N.J.A.C~ 
.· 7:15-5.5 through 5.8. · · · · 

. 7: 15~5. 5 Respoilsibili ty of Passaic Valley Sewe age Ccmnissioners 

· ... ·. . ·.. The Passaic Valley Sewerage Ccmnissioners*ave wastewater rnanagerrent . 
. -plfil;.· _ respons~ility for a waste~t.er. rnanagerne. nt pl . . area consist.":. g of th. e 

... entire Passaic Valley Sewerage Dis:trict. · No o er governmeptal uru. t shall 
.have such responsibility for any part of that o·s1ct under N,J.l\.C. · ·· .. : : ~::::: ::::~ity of •~~age autooritiJ - nrurticipal authorities - - . . . . . . I - -- .· - . - - .. 

(a) . Except a$ provided in (b) or (e) bel OJ:i in N.J .A.C. 7:15,;;,5 .4 or 
.· 5.5, every sewerage authority and every munici aiuthority has wastewater ··· 

mana1emen ... · .. t plan. responsili· .. ~lit. y.· ·• for: aw. as.· .. t .. eJ.M. ~te. r1·. · .. agernen.. t plan. area -.. consisting of that authority's entire district. . · .. · ·. · · . 

· .. (b) A municipal authority goes not hav~ •.. st~ter management plan 
·· ... ·. responsibility if: that municipal authority does not: perfonn sewerag~related 

· • functions irl at least part of its district, · and d~s not request wastewater. · -· 
management plan ;r~sponsibility. Except as prov'deq in (cl below, a munictpal 

· _authority J;)erfonns "sewerage""'.related functions" -if it: . 

. · ·• .. 1. - Owns, le?~ses, constructs, oper~tes, o maintains sewerage 
.facilities, or is a party to a contract provio.' g :ffor or relating to sewerage 
facilities; · _ . · . · .• ·· . • I · · · · 

2. Regulatep the constnlction or use of· e-we:ri:age facilities;_ 
. ·• - - .. -. . . - . - - .. · .. ·· . - 1-

3. _Is a pe:onittee or 00:-permittee under .. J.1}.C. 7:14A for a JJ!IW, or 
· has ~pplied to be: s\lch a pe:rmittee or co-penni tee; 

. .. . . . I 
· 4. Seeks W(.l-1 plan amendments for sewerag fac::ili ties; 

5._ Receive~ '?r.seeks to receive Federal r Stte financial assistance 
·.· for sewer:age facilities; or 

6. · ·Is required by statute, rule, contrac , c, urt order, Department · 
order, .. consent.·_ agreement, or other legal oblig tionj! ·to perfonn any of the 

··_ activities listed in (b) 1 through .5 above. ._ · ·-. - : · . · . · . 

.. ·. ·.·· .· .... ·.· (~) ·_ . The activities listed in . (b) 1 . thrOug 6 ~e shall. not be . 
considered "sewerag~relatedfunct~onsnif sue_. ~cfivities ~e: ·· • · 

. . 1. Performed solely to carry out the JnU11+CiFf:l authority's wate?r 
supplr~ s~lidwaste-,_chemical or hazardous waste, Ir hydroelectric power . 

• :7i:i;~:at~~.~~~~ f ~~;: t~: 
owned,. leased, operated;. or .maintained by the . 1.cipal authority~ 
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(d) The Department may, at any tune, send a letter to any municipal 
authority, requesting that authority to declare in writing to theBWQP 
¼nether or not that authority performs any of the sewerage-related functions 
listed under (b) and (c) above, and whether or not that authority requests 
wastewater management plan responsibility. If that authority does not rrake 
such a declaration within 90 calendar days of receipt of the letter, the 
Department shall, in the absence of information to the contrary, presume that 
the authority performs sewerage-related functions or requests wastewater 
management plan responsibility. 

(e) Where there is overlap between the districts of two or more 
authorities that would otherwise have wastewater management plan 
responsibility for their entire districts under this section, wastewater 
management plan responsibility in the overlap is assigned by the following 
criteria: · 

1. If only one of the authorities is a county utilities authority, only 
that county utilities authority has wastewater management plan responsibility 
in the overlap. 

. 2. If none of the authorities is a county utilities authority, and if 
only one of the authorities is a regional sewerage authority,. only that 
regional sewerage authority has wastewater management plan responsibility in 
the overlap. 

3. If both of the conditions in (e)l or 2 above are not met, and if· 
only one of the authorities owns, leases, operates, or maintains a D'IW that 
requires a NJPDES pennit,.and that is locatE!d within or serves all or part of 
the overlap, then only that authority has wastewater management plan 
responsibility in the overlap. 

4. If none of the conditions in (e)l, 2, or 3 above is met, 
· arrangements shall be made under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.9 to assign wastewater 
management plan res:p::,nsibility in the overlap toa single governmental unit. 

(f) For purposes of (e) above, ''overlap" exists when the district of 
one authority is partially or completely within, or identical to, the 
district of one or more other authorities. 

(g) When wastewater management plan responsibility is assigned under 
(e) above to an authority or other governmental unit that also has wastewater 
management plan responsibility outside the overlap, the entire geographic 
area for which the authority or other governmental unit has wastewater 
management plan responsibility shall constitute a single wastewater 
management plan area. 

7:15--5.7 Responsibility of joint meetings 

(a) Except as provided in (b) below, every joint meeting has wastewater 
management plan responsibility for a wastewater management plan area 
consisting of the entirety of all municipalities that are members of that 
joint meeting. 
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. ... (bl.·' .. No j6~ neet;.ng··. has waste,wate.r 1.· .... ·· ... ·.·.It plan. r. esP,ns' ibi.lity for . 
any location that. . .. . . . . . .. 1 . .. _ . . 

• ·..••.•... · ··, 1. Is ~ithin a wastewater ~agement pl arJafor which another ·· .. · 
···•· goverrnnent.al unit has wastewater management pl I responsibility under 

N.J,A~C. 7:15...;5~4 through 5.6; or l 
· '2.: Does 'not generate se~ge ~at is rece:v~ by an~ sewerag~ facilities 

. , own~, leased, operated, o:i; maintru,-ned by the Join 1 ~t:11g, an<;i is not 
· proJected to generate such sewage in the 20 ye Plf Jection period of the 

wastewater management plan. ·•.· · · · 

. ·• 7 : 15-5 8 ·.· •. Respcinslbili ty ,, of' municipaliti~s ', ' 

.··•· .· '.. '(a) Exc¢pt: as 'provided in (el. below, eve " rtllf1llcipality that ~rfonns 
sewerage-related !functions in at 1~a~t _partof the 11:lunicipa.lity has .. 
wastewater management plan responsibility for wa,9_tewater management plan 
area consisting of the •eht,ire municipality. · [ · •. ·.. ..· .- . < .. ·. , _. . 

.. · ·· .. (b) ..• Ex .. cept.· as. p.·.;ovi·d· ed.fri(c.} below···, a.. •.ic1/·pa.· li.ty ... pe. r.•fonns ":sewera.ge-relcl.taj functions1" i;E. the· municipality. either: 

l. • Owns, leases; constructs, operates; o , · ma:j_ritains a.riy s~erage facil:~::•.;;:·:S:A~::::ip::::g o:n r:~::~ s-rage 
· 40i63-let seq., 40:rr•40:1~49, 58:27-1 et 

3.' Has an 6rdinance under N.J~S.A. 40:63 [6 trat provides for, 
establishes, or alters a general system of, s rage; ,· · . • 

4. Has an' ordinance under N.J.S.A. 4Oi63 52 j equiring, buildings to be 
. connected with.·'sewers; .. 

. , . 

5. Has an ordinance und~r .N.J.S.A. 40:551 '.'""37 requiring approval of 
either subdivisions.or.site plans-or.both; 

.. · ·:. _· ... · .. ·.. .' .·.·· " ·. :·· . ·. ·, ,,._ · . 

. . • ... 6~ Has a zoning•ora.iriance underN.J.S.A. that includes 
•. standards: for th~ provision of sew~~ge facili · esl; 

7. Has a master plan under N.J.S.A. 40:5 D-28 that includes a utility 
service plan element for sewerage and waste tria~t; 

, 8. Has a capital i.mprovenents program un er ~.J.S.A •. 40:55D-30 that 
· includes sewerage projects;· /-. 

. 9. Has an ordinance under N'.;. S~A. 40; 56 1 for undertaking sewerage. 
· improvements · as • J,.ocal improvements; 

. . ,•• ··. :··· .· .·· . ·. ·.. . . . • .. 

10. · Has a sewerage district under N.J~S •• 40:63-32 through 40 or 
N.J,.S.A. 40A:18'.""t et seq.~ . . 
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11. Has granted an unexpired franchise to a public utility to provide 
sewerage service regulated under N.J.S.A. 48:1-1 et seq.; · ·•· . . . . 

. . 

12. Has an ordinance regulating sewerage facilities under N.J.S.A. 
40:48-2; 

. 13. Is a permittee or co-permittee under N.J.A.C:. 7:14A for D'n-(, or has 
applied to be such.a pennittee or co-permittee; 

14 • Seeks WCJ,1 plan arnenclments for D'IW; . 

15. Receives or seeks to receive Federal or State financial assistance. 
for D'IW; or 

16. Is required by statute, nile, contract, court order, Department 
order, consent agreernent,·or other legal obligation to perform any.of the 
activities, or adopt any o:' the ordinances, plans,·or·other programs, listed 
in (b)l through 15above. 

(c) The activities listed in Cb) 1, 2, 8, 13, 14, and 15 above shall not 
be considered "sewerage-:related functions" if "they: · 

1. Pertain 
the municipality, 
leased, operated, 

solely.to sewage.that arises on property.owned.or leased PY 
and that.is conveyed to sewerage facilities not CMned, 
or mainta.ined by that municipality; or 

. 2. Are perfo!:T!l<..."'<1 by the municipality solely through the agency of an 
·authority or joint meeting~ · · 

. . . . . . 

(d) The Department may, at any time, send a letter to any ~unicipality, .. · 
requesting that municipality to declare in writing to the BWQP whether or not 
that municipality performs any sewerag~relatcd functions as discussed·. under 
. (b) and {cl above. If that municipality doe.s not make such a declaration 
withi:h 90 calendar days of receipt of the letter, the Department shall, in · · 
the absence of information to the contracy, presume that the municipality 
performs sewerage..,;related functions. · · 

: . . . . . . . . . 

(e) No rmmicipality has wastewater management plan responsibility in 
any wastewater management plan area for·which ariother governmental.unit has 
wastewater management plan responsibility under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.4 through 
5.7 • 

. 7:15-5.9 Alternative assignment of wastewater management plan 
responsibility: general statement 

(a) Alternative assignments of wastewater management plan 
responsibility, different from those set forth in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.4 through 
5.8; shall be made and subsequently changed if apd only if such alternative 
assignments or changes thereto are adopted as amen&rents to areawide WCJ1 
plans under N.J.A.C. 7:15.;,3.4(c). or (g), or as revisions to WQ-:1 Plans Qnder .· 
N.J~A.C. 7:15-5.13 and N.J~A.C. 7:15-3.5. Amendrrents· or revisions that 
change alternative assignments·may establish different· alternative 
assignmen,ts, or may restore wastewater management plan responsibilities set 
forth in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.4 through 5.8. 
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(b) N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.10 throuah 5.13 identify sane but not necessarily 
. all of the alternative assignments- of wastewatet mahagement plan · . 
re. spo.ns.ibi.lit .. y .that. may be .ado.pted. as WQ-1. _ .Plan ..... r.1

·.··. e. n.~. nt.s or revisions under 
(a) above. . . . . .· . . I . I · . . 

· (c) Except if specifically provided othe.rwi.sef in the amendment or . 
· revision under (a) above, any wastewater rnanagT1 ·ntl plan responsibility 
assigned to a governmental unit under (a) aoove is /in addition to, and does 
not diminish, any wastewater management plan resporisibility which that 
governmental unit already has under N.J.A.C. 7:U.5-~.4 through 5.8 or this 
section. . . · . i l · . . 

(d) . In deciding whether or not to establi~h 9r change alternative 
assignments of wastewater rnanagementplan respohslliility under (a) above, 
consideration shall be given, but not be limitc>f1td, the follCMing general 
~oc~~= .. ·. I 

1. The Department shall generally supi::ort. amendments or transfers that: 

i. Establish regional wastewater managementlplanareas; . 

· . ii. ·Encourage thpdeveloµnent and managlnt)of cost-effective, 
enviro:nr:tentally sound wastewater facilities anal wastewater management, 
including comprehensive regional sei·.rerage faci:UitiJs and management where 

. a.ppropriate; . · · . ·JI I . · · .. 
. . . . ii~ .. ~sign/ to a governmental unit that. ill/ ha:7e long-term . . . . 
respo. ns·. ib. 1. lity. •.to.· own or oper. ate a DTI-\7 th·. at v. TJ.~l .rErIU1.re. a NJPDES d.1scharg~ 
permit, the wastewater ma'"lagement plan responstility for the entire area 

. that is projected tc generate sewage that will ;be d:onveyed to that 
goverrnnental unit's DTi\1; . · . .· I j 

iv. Assign wastewater management plan r spof! sibility to governmental 
units rather than to private persons; or . . 

v. Prevent or elj111inate geographic ove lap I of wastewater management 
plan areas. 

I . . .. 
2. . The Department shall generally oppose amepdrnents or transfers that: 

·. L Th.· e.·. Departmen. t c. o. nsi.de. r. s to be contr . , tli. o one or more of the 
principl~s expressed in: ( d) 1 above; . . I . . . . . . . 

ii. Remove wastewater management plan respon$ibility from a 
governmental unit or private person, unless ancbthe~ governmental unit or 

· private person already has or receives wastewater hanagernent plan 
responsibility f0r. the subject geographic area~ / . ·. · . . . . . 

iii. Includ~ part of a municipality in a Lastewater.management plan 
area, but leave the remainder of the municipa1!·ty 

1

butside.any wastewater 
management plan area; . , 

iv. Assign wastewater. management plan re podsibility, for all or part 
of a designated planning area, to a designated pl4ming agency that does not 

I . 
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. . ,· . ·_ . : 
. . . 

request such responsibility,· except where such assignment is hecesscrry to 
resolve wastewater· management problens · that· cannot be.· satisfactorily· resolved 
at other levels; · · 

v. Assign \o.~astewater management plan responsibility, for all or part 
of a county, to a county planning board that does-not request such ·-
responsibility; or· · 

vi. Assign wastewater martagementplan responsibility t:o the De~-t:rnent, -
except as a last resort. 

. -·. _. . . .- : . . -

(e) The Depa.rt:ment may detennine that a goverrnnental. Unit identified 
under N.J.A.C. 7:15:.:.5.4 through 5.8 is unable to exercise wastewater 
management plan responsibility effectively. · Upon the adoption of such a 
determination in an amendment to an areawide wU-1 plan under ( a) above, · · 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.4 through 5.8 sha).l be administered without regard to the 
existence of such governmental unit, or other assignments of wastewater· 
management plan responsibility may be made in the amendm:mt. Such a ' 
determination may be rescindeo, in a subsequent amendment to an areawide lQ1 
plari. -

. . - . \ 

7: 15-5 .1 O Wastewater management plan responsibility as condition for 
financial assistance· · · 

Aw~- plan amendment under N.J .A.C. 7:15~5.9 may assign wastewater 
management plan responsibility to a goverrnn$talunit, for the wastewater 
management plan area identified in that amendment, as. a condition of that 
goverrnnenta.l unit's being eligible to apply for or receive a grant, loan, or 
other financial assistance for wastewater facilities, if such financial 
assistance is subject to Department certification or approval. · 

7:15..;.5.ll Wastewater management.plan responsibility for canplete wastewater 
service area 

(a) A WCJ',1 plan amendment under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.9 may assign wastew-ater 
management plan responsibility to a goverrnnental unit that is, or: has applied 
to be, a permittee or co-permittee under_ N.j.A.C. 7:14A for a D'IW that ._ · · 
requires a NJPDES discharge permit, or that-.owns, leases, or seeks a W~ plan 
amendment for.- such a D'I'i'ii', for the . entire area_ that generates sew~_ge conveyed ·_ 

. to t;hatIJIW, or that is projected to generate such sewage in the 20 year · 
projection period of the wastewater management plan. 

(b) . Every governmental unit or oth~r person that -has wastewater 
management plan responsibility for a wastewater management plan area 
automatically asstm1es wastewater management plan responsibility for any 
additional · 20,:;.year sewer service area identified in the wastewater management··. 
plan for that wastewater management plan area under N .J .A~C. 7: 15-5 .18 {c) 4, 
upon adoption of that wastewater management plan by the Governor or his 
design,ee. · · 

7:15~5.12 Joint'wastewater management plan responsiliility 

A W(J-1 plan amendment under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.9 may assign joint wastewater 
management plan responsibility for a unified wastewater management plan area 
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i 
· to two or :rrore governmental· uni ts · that would o er-wise have wastewater 
management plan responsibility for separate but co~tiguous wastewater · 

management plan areas. . ·.· . . · . . . / . I . . . • . 

7: 15-5 .13 V .. o_ 1_ unt~.. . .es tab. lishment of wa .. s.t. e¼7a.t~
1

r management plan 
responsibility . . . . ·. . I .· 

(a) With the consent of the Department and of the parties making and 
. receiving the tr. ·.an.· sfer ,_. wastewater mana·a·;.,ement ~lan j responsib. ility. fo_r all or 

part of a wastewater management plan area may 1:le transferred from one 
· governmental unit or private person to another ·I . ! . 

· (b) With the consent of. the Department arid oi the party receiving the 
assignment, wastewater management plan respons~ilJty may be assigned to a · 
governmental unit, or private person for a wastewater management plan area for 
'Which no other party has wastewater management plail responsibility under this I . . 
subchapter. .· . . . 

• . '• • . . I . I 
(c) Transfers or assignments of wastewater ~agement plan 

responsibility under .· (a) or · (b) above do not nkuire W(J-1 Plan amendments 
under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4, butShall be adopted Js W~ Plan revisions under 
N.J.A.c. 7:15-3.5'. . . . · .. · . · . . .· •. ·j I . . . . • . 

(d) This section shall not be construed ,o prevent wastewater . 
management plan responsibility from being tran]1 ferted or assigned by W<J-1 plan 

amen ... dmen.·,._·L.· und·e· _r .N •.. J .A .. c •. 7.: 15-5. 9.·an· d.· N .• J .A.C .• 7 .. : 15··.•. -3 .4. · .. Such. tr.ans.fers or assignments may be made without the consent of the[ affected parties. 
,, . .· . i. . . 

7:15-5.14 District boundaries.and related inf:rination; joint meeting 
mernbel:'.ship . .. ..1·· I . 

· (a) To assist the idehtification of wast water management plan 
responsibility under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.5 through[S.81, the following information 
shall be sul:mitted in writing to the BWQPwithin 120 calendar days of the 

. effective date o:f this subchapter: j f · · . 

1. The. P. assaic Val·. ley S. ewerag.· e Canmissioiers.1•, every. sewerage authority, 
and every mu..ri.icipal authority shall: ·. . 

. . 
i. List each municipality that is entir ly t,;ithin their district; 

. ' . ' h . ' . al ' . f th . ·partl' 1 1 . th. th . 1.1.. List eac . • muru.c1.p J. ty, J. any, at 1.s 1.a... y w1. .. 1.n. · • eir 
district; and / 

1.1.1.. Sul::mit a map depicting the boundarie
1 

of1 the district within any 
municipality listed under (a) lii above, using 1: 24t000, United States 
Geological Survey quadrangle maps as a base. I 

2. Every SE\!Werage authority and every jici, 1 authority shall also: 

i. Identify the date when each municipalit/ listed under (a) li or ii 
above became part of the district of that authbrify; and 

. . I 
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ii. Identify the statute under which the authority was created and the 
date, if any, when the authority was reorganized under N • .1,S.A. 40:14B-6. 

3. Every joint meeting shall list the municipalities that are members 
of that joint meeting. 

(b) Whenever a new authority or joint rneeting is created, or an 
existing authority is reorganized under N.J.S.A. 40:14B-6, or the district of 
an existing authority is modified, or an additional municipality becanes a. 
member of an existing joint meeting, such authority or joint meeting shall, 
by letter to theBYl"'QP, provide or update the information required under (a)2 
or 3 above within 120 calendar days of such event. 

(c) The Department may at any time request the Passaic Valley Sewerage 
Carmissioners or any authority or joint meeting to update information 
provided under (a) or (b) above, and such governmental units shall sul:rnit 
such information in writing to the BWQPwithin 120 calendar days of receiving 
such request. 

(d) To assist the identification of wa~tewater management plan 
responsibility, the Depa.rb'nent may consult other sources of information, 
including but not limited to resolutions or ordinances filed in the office of 
the Secretary of State under N.J.S.A. 40:14A-4 or 40:14B-7. 

(e) If an authority or joint meeting cannot identify with reasonable 
certainty the boundaries of its district or pther information required under . 
(a) through (c) above, the authority or joint meeting shall make a written 
declaration to that effect to ti.11e BvlQP, and !shall provide its best estimate. 
Such estimates, together with any other information obtained under (d) above, 
shall suffice to define the geographic scope of wastewater management plan 
responsibility under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.6 or 5.}. 

(f) The Department may exempt a municipal authority fran the 
requirements of this section if that authority makes the declaration 
identified in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.6(d). · 

7:15-5.15 Contents of wastewater management plans: general staterrent 

(al Each wastewater management plan shall consist of written . 
descriptions and maps of existing and future wastewater~related jurisdictions 
and wastewater service areas, and of selected environmental features~ A 
wastewater management plan shall also include written descriptions and maps 
of specified categories of existing and future D'IW,·if such D'IW presently 
exist or are necessary to meet anticipated wastewater management needs. More 
specific requirements for these written descriptions and maps are set forth 
in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.16 through 5.20. 

(b) In accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.16 through 5.20, each wastewater 
management plan shall address all types of :O'IW and all methods of wastewater 
disposal, including but not limited to surface water discharges and ground 
water discharges, to the extent that such D'IW and methods of wastewater · 
disposal presently exist or are necessary tQ meet anticipated wastewater 
management needs. 
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7 :15-5 .16 Existing jurisdictions, wastewater 
treatment works 

I 

I 

sLi~e areas, and danestic 

. (a) Each wastewater management plan shall I inc~ude maps of existing 
wast7water jurisdi~tions, ~~stir_ig wastewater srrvipe areas, and any existing 

rm.··. ·r in the ... c. ate .. gon .. es spe. c. ifi·ed·. in., (a) ·3. or. 5 ... bel.·ow ... l.· ·.Th·. ese ma. ps shall depict the · following information: I · 

. .- 1. · The existing boundaries of the wastewa~er , agernent plan area; 

2 .. The boun ... daries,. within the wastewater ~Jgement plan area, or 
within any 20-yearsewer service area identifieo under N.J.A.C. 
7: 15~5 .18 ( c) 4, of the following: I 

i. Any existing districts, and the exist/. ng franchise areas for 
sewerage service of any public utilities; and 

' i 
.. 11. . Any areas within the Hackensack Meado 1latjds District defined at 

N.J.S.A. 13:17-4, the Pinelands Area defined at N.J).S,A. 13:18A-11, the 
Pinelands National Reserve defined at 16 U.S.C. 47li(c), or the "coaste.l 
area" described irl N.J.S.A. 13:19-4. j 

3. The location, within or outside the ,;,-;astewater management plan area, 
of each existing ];)TvJ, . if any, that is not a Sevier dr a pumping station, but 

· tl1at receives sewage that arises ~ithin or is cpn:74yed into or t1;-rough the_ 
wast:~ater management plan area, if ~uch rmv rebu! .,_·ires a NJPDES discharge 
pernu ... and: · . . . I . -

i. Directiy discharges to surface waters[, or onto the land surface 
(for example, epray irrigaUpn or ever land flo.1 fatilities), or 

ii. Has a design capacity of 2,000 gallo]s J'r day or larger, and 
stores· or disp:,se~ of sewage by any means; ·. · · 

4. The location of each existing dischare ti surface or ground water 
from each D'IW mapped within the wastewater mana'ge:r1• nt plan area. under (a) 3 
above, and the 1. oc.•· at.ion .. of an.·'./ over.flow··dischartges···· ·. o.f sewage within the wastewater management plan area; . .. · · 

. . 

5. The location of each existing pumping station and major interceptor 
and trunk sewer, if any, within the wastewater rnan!gernent plan area; · . . . . . . . . . . I . . . 

6. Except a,s provided tu1.der (a) 9 below, , e present sewer service area, 
w~ th~n or outside the wastewater mana.gernent pl'f1 atea, for eac~ 
within the wastewater management plan area undrr (?-) 3 above, distinguishing 
the separate area served by each D'IW; · · . · i · _ 

. . . . . . . . . I 
7.. Except ~s provided under. (a) 9 below, · , e present sewer service area, 

· within the wastewater management plan area, fol±' each D'IW mapped outside the 
wastewa_te•r. man.a. g~n·t. plan area under (a) 3 abot, d:listinguishing the separate 
area served by each D'IW; I 

I 
8. Any areas within the wastewater manag np- plan area that presently 

are served only by either or both of the follc:J.ing: 

40 f 

I 



i. Individual septic systems for individual residences; or 

ii. Other D'IW that have a design capacity of less than 20,000 gallons 
. per day, use either subsurface sewage disposal systems or other sewage · 
disposal systems that have no direct discharge to surface water or onto the 
land surface and do not have aggregate service areas mapped under (a)9 bela.v; 

9. The requirements in (a)6 and 7 above do not apply to mw·that are 
mapped under (a)3ii above, but that have a design capacity of less than 
20,000 gallons per day. However, if two or more such D'IW, on a single lot or 
on two or more adjacent lots, in canbination have a design capacity of 20,000 
gallons per day or larger, the aggregate service area of such D'IW shall be 
depicted and distinguished from other areas mapped under (a)6 through 8 
above. 

(b) Each·wastewaterrnanagement plan shall provide· the following 
information, in narrative, outline, or tabular fonn, for each existing D'IW 
mapped within tho. wastewater management plan area under (a)3 aoove: 

1. Name <'ffld owner of the D'IW; 

2. Narne of any other governmental unit or corp:::,ration, if any, 
responsjbJ.e for operatjng t.'1-ie D'1Y7; 

3. Location of the IYIW within municipality, county, and WO-'.i plar.ming 
area, and within any district; 

4. NJPDES discharge permit number, and latitude and longitude, for any 
discharges frar: t.1-ie D'IW; 

5. Name of NJPDES permit.tee anc, any co-,;pemti.ttee under N.J.A.C. 7 ! 14A 
for any discharges f rcrn the D'IW; 

6. Name and classification, under N.J.A.C. 7.:9-4 and N.J.A.C. 7:9-6, of 
any surface and ground Haters receiviJ1g any discharges. frrnl t.he D'IW; 

7. Estimate of existing residential population served by the D'IWwithin 
and outside the wastewater management plan area, including any major seasonal 
fluctuations; · 

8. Actual flav of wastewater received by the D'IW, in millions of 
gallons per day (MGD), expressed as total flow, as estimated flow arising 
within and outside the wastewater management plan area, and as estimated flav..· 
attributed to each of the following sources: residential, cornrrercial, 
industrial, and infiltration/inflav; and 

9. •Existing design capacity and treatment process of the D'IW. 

(c) Each wastewater management plan shall include the follciving 
information, in narrative, outline, or tabular form, for each existing D'IW 
mapped outside the wastewater management plan area under (a)3 above: 

1. Name and CMner of the D'IW; 
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2, Estimate of existing residential popuJtio11 served by the mw within 
.the wastewater management plan area, including by major seasonal 
fluctuations; and I • 

3. Estimated average flO\..; of wastewater conveyed to the DTW from the 
wastewater management plan area, in millions ofl gallons per day expressed as 
total flow and as estimated flow attributed to i:;ach of the following sources: 
residential, comnercial, industria.l, and inf il ttation/ inflow. . 

(d) Each wastewater management plan shall! state whether or not there 
are canbined sewers in the wastewater managernenjt plan area. 

(e) For purposes of (a), (b) and (c) aoov~, ,;existing" or "present" 
means existing or present at the time the partipular wastewater managerrent 
plan is being prepared or updated, as the case ray be. 

7:15-5.17 Mapping of environmental features · • 

(a) Each wastewater management plan shall include mapping of each of 
the follov.ring environmental fec.tures in the wasr' ewater mcmagement plan area, 
~d.in any a~ditiona~ ~ewer serv~ce area id~~tified in that wastewater 
rna.r1age-nent p.i..aI1 under l\ .J .A.C. 7 .15-5 .18 (c) 4. 

l. Coastal wetlands that have been mappedl by:the Departmen:: under the 
Wetlancs J..ct of 1970, N,cT,S.A. 13:9A-l et seq.; ! 

2. Other freshwater anc estuarine wetlands, base-cl on the folla.,.ring 
information sources, in ordc:::- of preference: 

i. Maps prepared by the Depa.r'anent under the Freshwater Wetlands 
I Protection Act, N.J.S.A. 13:9B-25c; 

11. On~site delineations verified by the United States Anny Corps of 
Engineers, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, the Pinelands 
Commission, or the Depc..rbrent, if such verified delineations are made readily 
available to the governmental unit or other perison:with wastewater management 
plan res1:x:msibility; 

iii. Na.tional Wetlands Inventory maps preied by the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service; 

3. Flood prone areas, based on the foll ing information sources in 
order . of preference: • I : 

i. Delineations of flocx::1 hazard areas made by the Deparbnent under the 
Flood Hazard Area Control Act, N,cT,S.A. 58:16Allso E;'!t seq., where such 
delineations exist; 

' 

11. Delineations of flocx:1 hazard areas b¥ the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency under the National Flood Insurance Program, 42 U.S.C. 
4001-4128; I 

I 

iii. Within the New Jersey Coastal Zone ident;Lfied in the Department's 
Rules on Coastal Resources and Develoµnent, N.1.A.C. 7:7E, the 10-foot 
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. . _· . .. . .. •. • _-·_ .>. . .. ·. . .. ·. _·_... . . .. ··•. __ -·. . . . _· ·. • .. . 

. ·• _.· ... _-_. . . . . ·. . .. . ·_ .. /.> ·. : ·•-- . •·· ._-·_.· .·• ._· _· .. · ....••. · .. . 

contour line as specified in N.J.A.C. 7:7E-8.19, wpere floc:d ~azard areas .. 
have been dE.:lineated by neither the Department nor the Fed~ral Emergency ·· 
Management Agency; ·._ 

A. Public open space 
acres of undeveloped land, 

·. ·. . -.· .'. '· .. _.: - . :. : _: .... ·. 

_- and recreation areas that incltide at least 
including:. 

10 .. · 

i. National recreation areas, wildlife refuges, and historical parks 
adrriinistered by the United States Department of the Interior; 

ii.. State and interstate parks, forests, wildlife management areas, 
natural areas, and recreation areas administered by the Department or the 
Palisades Interstate Park Ccmnissicn; and 

iii_ •. County and municipal parks, . reservations, preserves, · and other 
conservation or recreation areas; 

5. River areas designated under the New Jersey Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act, N.J.S.A. 13:8-45 et seq., or the Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Act; 16 u.s.c. 1278 et seq.; 

. . . . . ·. . . . . 

6 Category One Waters designated in the Department's Surface Water 
Quality Standards, N.J.A.C. 7:9-4, based on theDeparanent's maps of such 
waters; and · · · · 

. . . .· · .. ·. : . : -
. .. . 

7. Surface Wq.ters, asmapped on USGS quadrangle maps. 

7: 15-5 .18 Future wastewater jurisdictions, senrice areas, and danestic _· ·· 
treatment works . 

. (a) In accordance with the provisions of this section,-. each wastewater. 
management plan shall include a description of wastew:ater service areas and 
D'IW necessary to meet anticipated· wastewater management·· needs over a 20-year 
pericx1. · ·- · 

. . 

1. •· Each wastewater rnanag~ent plan shall provide for cost~effective, 
environmentally sound wastewater.management, including existing or new 
canprehensive regional D'IW or regional management where appropriate. . 
Upgrading or expansion of existing regional D'IW is generally preferable.to 
construction · of additional, D'IW that . would produce addi tiona.l direct · 
discharges to surface water atnew locations. 

_ . 2. On a cas~by""'.'case basis, the Department may require governmental 
units or other persons that have wastewater rnanagenent plan res:i;:onsibilitYto 
examine specific wastewater management alterr-atives as part of the 
preparation of the wastewater managanent plan .. · The Department may require 
such examination to include analysis of critical eco:ricmic, social, 
environmental, or institutional factors per-._aining to such alte:i;nati ves. 

(b) Where municipal or.cOUT1ty master plaru3.have been adopted and are 
i.'1 effect under N.J.S.A. 40:550-28 or N.J.S.A. 40:27-2, wastewater service 
areas and D'IW shall, to the maximum extent practicable, be identified in such 
a manner as to provide adequate wastewater service for the future land uses 
shown in such master plans, and to be consistent with any sewerage provisions 

43 



I·· . 
. , 1· 

. . . . . . ·. . . ·.·. ... . ! . •·· . . .· . 
. · in such master pl~. The wast~water nianagernen p~an $all °Iist all of the.·. 

· rril.lnicipal and county :master plans on which the astiewater l:nanaganent plan is 
.. ·· . based.·. HCMever, the requirements Of this subs tidn are subject to the 
· ··. following;qt1alif~cations and exceptions: · · .· .. · · · j ··. . ·. . -• . . ... 

. · .·. . 1. Due regard shall be given to any subs tilal differences between .. 
. ·. dates associated _with_ future land uses s~CMn in s';19h master _Plans--~ the . 

dates2 ~or:;:;:::::e1::~ns~i~JoJ:.'.::: ;:· urrler .. 
articles a_. or 9 of -.the Muni.cipal Land Use La. w, 'tl.J ~S.A~ 40:550-1 et seq., · 
allows land develo~t ·thatwou,ldgenerate mot~ wtstewater than_ would tl:le . · 

.. devel<;>µnent sham in such master plans, then .fdf scime or all of ,~ose . ·· · · 

. · _· ;~!~~~c;11~a~a:;e::r ·J ba~-~d ~n the zonin: ordinance . 

. ··•... . .. 3. If, ior, ~articular l~~tions, prelirn' clI17 or final sub1~;ision ~r .... 
. site plan approvals under article 6 of. the. Mun'ci 1 _Land Ui;e Law,· N~.J.S.A • 
. 40:55~1 ·et seq.,. have allc:Med land develoµnen that would generate rrore. · 

wastewater than would thedevelopnent shc:Mn in sue* master plans, then for · 
those· locations. the wastewater management _plan shall be .based on such··· 
approvals rather ran on such master plans~ I : . ·.· : . . •· .. 
· 4. Wast.5.-ater management pla11s relating t:lile N:ew Jersey Coastal Zone, 

. the Hackensack Me.adowlands District, the Pinel · ds jArea~ ·. or the Pinelands ·. . 
·. NationaLReserve .are subject to the requiremen of N.J.A.C. 7:15-J.6 or 3. 7, .. 
·· · as appropriate •. · , · .· . · . . · ·· . . ... l · · · · ·· · · · 

·_.. . ·•· . . . . . . . · .. ·. . .· . . . . . I . . . · .. ··_·. . ·• ..... 
. . ·. .. 5. · The waste-water rnanagemerit plan may be inccbnsistent with such master 

plans for.o~er9~pell~~ reasons~ prov~ded · _at.'the wastewater management 

·. .. .. with adequate doc:umentation. .· . . • . . . . . ... . · · .· 

. · (c) 'Each)astewaterrnanagement _P~on sh~11 ifclude maps of future _· ·· 
wastewater service areas, and of specified catEr9"0l:'.jl-eS of future D'IW, that are 
necessary to meet anticipated wastewater rnanag~t needs at the end of the 
20-year period. These maps shall depict the fj11d,,ing: · • 

. 1. The location,.· within or outside the w stekter management plan area, 
of each existing~: e.--q,anded, or new D'IW, if any th~t would not be a_ sewer or 
a pumping station, but that would receive sewa e ~t would arise within or · 
be conveyed into or through the wastewater man gement plan ~ea, if such D'IW 
would require a ~JPDES discharge·permit•ana: · 

i .. · .. Direct{y ~ischarge .•. to _surface -waters• or onto- the land surface (for. 
. -example/ spray iJtrigation or overland flCM fac iit ·es); or 

· ... · .·.· ·.· .. iL Have a design capacity of 20,000 gallons per day or larger, and 
Store or dispose of sewage by any means; . . ' I . 

. · 2 •. ·.• The. lOC?~tion of· each discharge to surface or ground water frcm each 
. D'lW. mapped · withl.Iil the wastewater. management · pl ea•· under ( c) 1 above; 
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3. The location of each existing, expanded, or new pmnping station and 
major interceptor and trunk sewer, if any, that would convey sewage within 
the wastewater management plan area; 

4. The sewer service area, within or outside the wastewater management 
plan area, for each D'IW mapped within the wastewater managanent plan area 
w1der (c)l aoove, distinguishing the separate area to be served by each mw; 

5. The sewer service area, within the wastewater management plan area, 
for each D'IW mapped outside the wastewater management plan area under (c)l 
aoove, distinguishing the separate area to be served by each D'IW; and 

6. The area, if any, within the wastewater management plan area that 
would be served only by either or both of the following: 

i. Individual septic systems for individual residences; or 

ii. Other D'Ilv that would have a design capacity of less tha..'1 20,000 
gallons :r;:ier day, and use either subsurface disposal systems or other sewage 
dispJsal systems that would have no discharge to surface water. 

(d) For each D'IW mapped within the wastewater management plan area 
under (c)l above, each wastewater management plan shall further identify the 
future DTiv that are necessary to meet wastewater management needs by 
providing, in narrative, outline, or tabular fonn, the following infonnation 
applicable to such DTiv at the end of the 20-year period: 

1. Owner and, 'Where knaw.n, name of the D'IW; 

2. Name of any other goverrnnental unit or corp::)ration, if any, to be 
respJnsible for operating the D'IW; 

3. Location of the DTi\f within municipality, county, and WCM planning 
area, and within any existing district; 

4 • Latitude and longitude , and, ·where known, NJPDES :r;:ienni t number for 
any discharges fran the D'IW; 

5. Name of present or proposed NJPDES pemittee and any co-pennittee 
for any discharges fran the D'IW; 

6. Name and present classification, under N.J.A.C. 7:9-4 and N.J.A.C. 
7:9-6, of any surface and ground waters that would receive any discharges 
fran the D'IW; 

7. Estimate of residential population to be served by the D'IW within 
and outside the wastewater managenent plan area, including any major seasonal 
fluctuations; 

8 • Estimated average flow of wastewater to be received by the D'IW, in 
millions of gallons :r;:ier day expressed as total flow, as flow arising within 
and outside the wastewater management plan area, and as flow attributed to 
each of the following sources: residential, corrrnercial, industrial, and 
infiltration/ infla.,..1 ; and 
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9. Design capacity of the D'IW. I . I 
(e) For each D'IW mapped outside the wast4water management plan area 

under (c) 1 above, each wastewate.r management pl4n spall further identify the 
future D'IW that are necessary to meet wastewater management needs by 
providing, in narrative, outline, or tabular fo.tm, jthe following info:r:mation 
applicable to such D'IW at the end of the20-yeat period: 

1. Owner and, where kncwn, name of the mt; : 
. · 2. Estimate of residential population to k sbrved by the D'IW within 

the wastewater management plan area, including by rjor seasonal 
fluctuations; and j j _ 

• 3. Estimated average flCM of wastewater t~ be1 conveyed to the D'IW from 
the wastewater management plan area, in millions .ofl gallons per day expressed 
as total flc:M and as flo.v: attributed to each ofi the follc:Ming sources: 
residential, c~rcial, industrial, and infil '4at~on/ inf low. . 

(f) There ~hall be a reasonable reiation6hi~, consistent with (b) 
above, between sewer service areas identified uhaenl' (c) 4 and 5 above and 
res~dential populbtion estimates under (d) 7 and! (e) 12 above. Wastewater flCM 
estJ.Inates under (d)8 and (e)3 above sha:ll be based on, and reasonably related. 
to, these se'Wer service areas and residential ~pu~ation estimates. Where 
actual, accurate gauging is available for a sewer 9ystem already in· 
existence, such gauging shall be used as a basi~ for such flCM estimates, 
with an allowance for future changes in wastewilter !flow. The average 
danestic flCM from new residence.s, exclusive of otlier flCM such as industrial 
flow, ccmnercial flow, and infiltration/inflow, shill be assumed to be 65 
gallons per capita per 24-hour period, except . at/values different than 65 
gal~ons ~y be considered for this purpose wh~ su~ported by adequate . 
engineering data. . j / . 

(g) Design capacities identified under (Id) 10 above shall be adequate 
to accamiodate these wastewater flow estimates ,under (d)8 and (e)3 above. 
Notwithstanding any design capacity identified lin fu1 adopted wastewater 
management plan, the Department may, in the a&t'~~tration of N.J.A.C. 7:14A 
or N.J.A.C. 7:22, require a different design capacity in order to accanmodate 
peak v:2s. tewate. r f .. lows or implement other requi1eme. *ts of sound engineering 
practice. . . 

1 

(h) .A.wastewater management plan may identi~y specific changes to 
assignments of wastewater management plan res~nsibility under N.J.A.C. 
7:15-5.9, or spedific changes to 201 faci~itie~ plflliling responsibilities. 
Such changes shall take effectupon°adoption ot thr wastewater management 
plan under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.23. A wastewater manag~nt plan may suggest the 
establishment, modification, or elimination ofldistricts or franchise areas 
under N.J.S.A. 40:14A-l et seq., 40:14B-l. et s~., 158:14-1 et seq., or 48:1-1 
et seq., but such districts or franchise areas/shall be established, m::dified 
or eliminated on],y in the manner provided by law. I Inclusion of such 
suggestions in an adopted wastewater management plan does not, by itself, 
accomplish such ~stablishrnent, modification, o¾ elration. 
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7:15-5.19 Individual septic systems and other small danestiC treatment works 
· in sewer service areas 

. (a) In sewer service are~s depicted under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.18(c)4 o~ 5, 
a wastewater management plan may require the construction of sane or all of 
the D'IW identified in N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.4 (a) 1 or 2 to be accatipanied by . 
con.st.ruction of collection system sewers that would, be used 'When the depicted 
sewer service becanes available. This requirement shall. exist only if it .·is 
specifically stated in the wastewater management plan. · 

. . . . 

(b) · A wastewater management plan shall require that sane oi all 
individual septic systems for.individual residences can be constructed in 
depicted se-wer service areas only if adequate guarantees are provided before · 
such construction that use of such septic systems-will be discontinued when 

· the depicted se-wer service .becanes available. · 
. ·. . .. · ' :. .· ·. . :__ _. . . ·.. . ; . ·. ·. 

(c) _A wastewater managernent plari shall not apply requirements under (a) 
or (b) above to individual septic systems th13-t do not require cert;:.ifications 
fran the Department under N.J.S.A. 58:11-25.1 or individualpe.rmits franthe 
Department under N.J.A.C. 7:14A, unless. thcit wastewater management plan· 
includes adequate arrangements for enforcement Of such requirements by.one or 
more substate governmental uni ts. . . . 

(d) Estimated wastewater fl~ under N.J.A.C. 7:15--5.lB(d)B and (e)J 
·shall .include flc:Ms that would be received if use of D'IW 1deritified in 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-4.4(a)l and 2 is discontinued when>depicted se-wer service 
becomes available. 

7:15~5.20 Specifications for text and graphics 

(a) Wastewater managernent plans should be concise, using the minimum 
feasible narrative and mapping. All pages, tables, apd figures in wastewater 
management plans shall be legible and numbei:"ed. · 

(b) All maps in wastewate; management plans shall use 1:24,000 scale 
United St.:ites Geological Smvey quadrangle maps as abase, except that other 
maps at other scales may be provided p.S supplements. Each wastewater 
management plan shall include the following ma.in maps at 1:24,ooo·scale: 

1. A map depicting the existing boundaries 
plan· area and the existing D'IW and service areas . 
7:15-5.16(a)3 through 9; 

. .· . 

of the wastewater mariagetnent 
identified under N.J.A.C. •· 

. . 

· 2. A map depicting future D'IW and service areas identified at _the end· 
of the 20-year period under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.lff(c)l through 6. The existing 
boundaries of the wastewater management plan area shall also be depicted on 
that map; · and · -

3. One· or more _maps depicting the existing boundaries. of the wastewater 
IP.anagernent plan area, and the environmental features identified under · 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.17. This map shall also state that developnent in areas 
mapped as wetlands, flood prone areas, or designated river areasrilay be 
subject·to special-regulation.under Federal.orState statutes.or rules, and 
that interested persons should check with• the Department for_the latest 
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infonnation. Depiction bf environmental featur, s .s all be for general 
information purposes only, and shall not be construba. to define the legal 
geogra.phic jurisdiction of such statutes or rul~s. I . 

. . .···· . . . . . . . . . .·. I. I 
• (c) Any other mapping required by N.1..T .A.C~ 7 :[15-5 .16 through 5 .18 may r~. inc. ,luded 0. n. 0. ne .. or rrore of the main maps list. ·edlin.· (b) above, or on other 

1. 24,000 scale maps. . . [. 

7: 15-5. 21 Geographic overlap between wastewatef mahagement plans prohibited 

(a) After the effective date of this subchapJer, the Governor or his 
designee shall not adopt a wastewater managernen~ pJJan that maps, under 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.lB(c)l or 4, any m:w or sewer s~rv~ce area outside the . · 
existing wastewater management plan area for that w'astewater management plan, 

. so long as that D'IW or sewer service area is wiithin a separate wastewater 
· management plan area for which a separate, adoplted /wastewater management plan 
is in effect. · · , 

(b) To avoik geographic overlap prohibitE$b~ (a) a.rove, existing 
assignments of wa?tewater managanent plan res:pohsiliility may be changed under 
N.J.A.C .. 7:15-5.9:, and adopted wastewater rnanagb-ierit plans may be amended or 
repealed under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4. · [ 

7:15-5.22 Consultation and endorsements forwaste+.ter<managememt plans 

. (a) Every gpvernrt1enta1.•.unit or other perJon ·rl at prepares a wastewater 
management plan or.· amendment thereof shall, d.~in·g. s~ch preparation, notify 
and seek cornrrents fran, and offer to confer with: 

1. All governmental units that have reguJatoJty or planning jurisdiction · · . · · I I · , over wastewater or land use in that wastewater management plan area, or 1.n 
any additional. sewer service area identified on[1 being considered for . .· 
identification under N.J .A.C. 7: 15'.'"5 .16 (a) 6 or 5. l~ (c) 4. Such governmental 
units may include, but not be limited to.: desiqnatrd planning agencies, 
governmental units. or other pen~ons that have.· 11astewater man. ,a.gement plan 
responsibility, county·planning boards, municiRc3-l ~overning bodies and 
planri.ing boards, .sewerage authorities, munici~l authorities, joint meetings, 
t.11e Passaic Valley Sewerage Ccrnrnissioners, t.rie [Hactensack Meadowlands 
DeveloµnentCarrrwssion, the Pinelands Carrmission, and the Delaware River 
Basin Carrmission,; as appropriate. . . ·.· ·. I . . i . . · . . 

2. · · All goverrnnental uni ts and public utilities, and all vendors of 
w. astewa. t .. er .. · ·. tre.atment. s.y.stems.·. or. services und. er .. the, "Ne. w· .. J er.sey. Waste. w. ater. Treaunent Privatization Act", N.J.S.A.58:27--1 et ¥eq., that: ·· . 

i. Ot,m, lease, operate, or maintain D'IW thal receive wastewater that 
arises within, or that is conveyed into or thr0ughl, that wastewater . 
management plan area, or in any additional sew~r skrvice area identified or 
being considered.for identification under N.J4.c. 7:15-5.16(a)6 or 5.18(c)4; 

., ·. I 
. . . I 

ii. Are parties to contracts fqr such j; . . 
iii. 1'..re pertnittees or co-permittees under!· N.tr.A.C. 7: 14A for such IYIW; 

or 
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. :i..v. Are projected in a draft or previopsly adopted wastewater 
management plan for that wastewater management plan area to perfonn 
activities listed . in. ( a) 2i, ii or· iii above. . . 

·. . . - . 

3. The criteria in {a) 2i tilrough iv above are exclusive of collection 
facilities·for·sewage that arises only on nonresidential property owned or 
leased by the governmental unit, public.utility, or Vendor. 

(b). Under N~J~A.C. 7:15-3.4(g)4, the Department shall generally require 
endorsements .for wastewater management plans to be requested fran, at a · 
minimum, the governing bodies of each of the governmental units that are 

. ·. required to be notified under (a) above. · 

(c) Wastewater management plans ~elating to the New Jersey Coastal 
zone, the Hackensack Meadowlands District, the Pinelands Area, or the, · 
Pinelands National Reserve are also subject to the requirements of N.J.A.C • 
. 7-:15;..3.6 or 3. 7, as appropriate.. , 

7:15-5.23 Suhnission and adoption of wastewater management plans 

(a) A governmental unit or other person that has wastewater management 
plan responsibility, but that is not a designated planning agency or the 
Department, shall sul:rnitwastewater rnanagenent plans or amendments thereof to 
the appropriate designated planning agency or to the BWQP, and petition .the 
designated planning agency or the Department, as appropriate, to amend the· 
areawide.WC1'1·plan·to incorporate the wastewater management plans or· 
amendments thereof in accordance with N.J.A.C. 7:15~3.4. . . 

(b) If a designated planning agency or the Department has wastewater 
management plan resp::msibili ty, . then that designated planning agency or the 
Department shall propose amendments to. the areawide Wo-1 plan to incorp_)rate 
wastewater management plans or amendments thereof in accordance with N.J .• A.C. 
7:15~3.4. . . . 

. (c) Governmental units .or other persons that do not have wastewater 
management plan resp:msibility rra.y nevertheless prepare amendments to. . 
wastewater management plans and seek·their.adoption.as.amendmerits to areawide 
W<:11 plans under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4. Any governmental un1t or other person 
that haswastewater management plan responsibility.for the affected area 
shall be requested to endorse such amendments under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4(g)3 or. 
4, and has the duty to provide ccmrents in response to such requests. In 
deciding whether to adopt such amendments, the.carments, if any, received in 
response to such requests shall be given particular consideration •. 

(d). ·. Except for, wastewater management plans identified in N.J .A.C. · 
7:15-5.2(a),. wastewater management plans and amendments thereof are valid 
only upontheir adoption by the Governor orhis designee as amendments to 
areawide WQ-1 plans under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3~4. · · 

7:15-5.24 Schedulefor.sill:rnission of wastewater management plans 

·. (a) .. Each govern'llental unit or other person that has wastewat~ 
management plan responsibility shall periodically prepare and · suQ:nit 
wastewater management plans in accordance,with N.J.A.C. 7:15 ... 5.23(a) or (b), 
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.. • . > a~ a~propriate. 7'he first such 'suhnission shall be made in accordance with . . 'i 

·· .·· the schedule established iri (b) through ~e) be • ] Thereafter, an l;lpdated · 
wastewater management plan shall ~·suhnitted least once every sJ..X years 

.·. fran the date of the previous suJ:::rnission. · Alt rnat±.ive schedules for 
· .. suhnission of wastewate:i:- management plans may , e~tablished and. changed 
· ... under. (f) below~ •··· : 1 ·· .· . · . · .•. . .. •· •.. ·· .. . ·. 

· ..• · .. · (b) : The foll~ing governmentai units ~ha 1 suanit wast~wat~r management. 
plans within 12 months of the effective date 6 this s-qbchapter or of the· 
creation of the gbverrnnental unit, whichever i la{er, if such unitshave . 
wastewater management plan responsibility unde N.J.A.C. 7:15;...5~.4 through 

, 5. 7: . . . . · 
. . . . 

1.. Designated planning :.agencies; •· · . ·· . · 

2. · The P~ssait Valley S~werage camri.ssio ers 

3 •. 'County u~ilities authorities;· 
. . . ·: . i . . . . . . 

· 4. • .· Regionat sewerage authorities; ·· and 

·. ·. 5. . Multi "".CO\.lhty joint meetings. 

(c) · other sewerage authorities, municipa au orities, · joint meetings, · . 
and municipalities that have wastewater manag.t[plan responsibility under 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.6, through 5.8 shall sul:mitwastiewater management plans during 
the period specified in the following table or]wi4in 12 months of the 
creation of the governmenta~ unit, whichever i laier: 

Table I 

Wastewater Management Plan S ·s ion Schedule 

I .... 
.. . 
· Location of 

Wastewater . l-".Lclilag~n:t Plan·•· 

. Burlington; Cape May, Middlesex, 

. s Ocean, Passaic, $d Union Counties , 
. . . : 

: Atlantic, Morris/ Salen, .•.. , 
Sussex, and.Warr~n Counties 

. Bergen,: Essex, GJlouc~ster, · ·· 
· Hunterdon·, and Mqnmouth Counties . 

P ,ri°f of Sul:rnission . · 

!rf:µ~ ":~ of~s tbe . 
subchipter . . · ·. · ib~, f~ ~~~of~sthe··. • .·· 
+hapter ... · .. · 

· hapter · . · I . . . . . 

··• 3J to[ ~8months aft~ the · .· 
e,ec .. five date of this ·. 

·Carro.en,. CUrnberland, Hudson, .. 4!B tol ~O months aft~ the 
· Mere.er, an. d San.et-set Coun.·. ties effecit.1.ve date of this ., . ·.• . Mpter .· ·. 

(d) Notwitlj.standing the schedule in (b) .·· ·· fCc) above, if an entire 
wastewatermanag~t plan area is already ad ess d by one.or more 
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.. 
wastewater management plans identified in N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.2, the governrriental. 
unit that has wastewater management plan responsibility for that wastewater 
mana.gement plan area under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.4 through 5.8 shall suhnit an 
updated wastewater management plan for that wastewater management plan area 
60 to 72 months .after the effective date of this s~hapter, or within 12 
months of the creation of .the govE:=rnmental unit, whichever is later. 

(e) Each w.)-1 plan amendment or w;;.t1 plan revision that makes or changes 
alternative assignments of wastewater management plan responsibility under 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.9 shall include a schedule for suhnission of the 
corresponding wastewater management plan. This requirement does not apply to 
autanatic expansions of wastewater management plan areas under N.J.A.C. 
7:15-5.ll(b). 

(f) Alternative schedules for sul::rnission of wastewater· management 
plans, different fran those set forth under (a) through (e) alx>ve, shall be 
established and subsequently changed only if such alternative schedules or 
changes thereto are adopted as amenc:1rrents to areawide.WCN plans under 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4, or as revisions to W(J\1 plans under (g) below. Amendments. 
or revisions that change alternative schedules may establish different 
alternative schedules, or, where reasonable, may restore schedules set forth 
under (a) through (e) alx>ve. Reasons that may justify the establishment or 
changing of alternative schedules include, but are not limited to: 

l. Coordination of wastewater management plans with the preparation of 
rrnmicipal or county master plans .under N.J.S.A. 40:55D-28 or N.J.S.A. 
40:27-2, or with reexaminations under N.J.S.A. 40:SSD-89; 

2. Coordination between adjacent wastewater management plan areas; 

3. The need for additional time to perfonn specific examinations 
required under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.18(a)2; 

4 • Coordination of wastewater management plans with the schedules of 
the NJPDES program or of financial assistance prograITl$ under N.J.A.C. 7:22; 
and 

5. The need to stagger the sul:rnission of wastewater :manageme..n.t plans so 
that the Dep3rtment can better manage its corresponding-workload.under 
N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.4. 

(g) With the consent of the Department and of the governmental unit or 
other person that has wastewater management plan responsibility, an 
alternative schedule for sul:rnission of wastewater.management plans may be 
established and changed by a .wg.1 plan revision under N.J.A.C. 7:15-3.5, 
rather than by a w.)-1 plan amendrne.'1t under N.J.A.C .• 7:15-:-3.4. 

(h) The Depar"bnent may at any time request a governmental unit or other · 
person that has wastev-rater management plan responsibility to sul:mit written, 
reports oh tl1e progress that such unit or other person is making in meeting 
its wastewater management plan responsibility. Such unit or person shall 
sul:mit such reIX)rts to the BWQP within 90 calendar days of receiving such 
requests. 
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I : (i) Each wastewater management plan that upj.9tes one or more already 
existing wastewater management plan shall incl~tle: 

I , 

1. Up:3.ated maps and descriptions of the then'existing wastewater 
jurisdictions, service areas, and facilities uncl.er N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.16; 

2. Up:3.ated maps of environmental features under N.J.A.C. 7:15-5.17; and 

3. Upj.ated maps and descriptions of futll.l'.1e WE/-Stewater jurisdictions, 
service areas, and faci1i ties under N. J .A. C. 7 :f 15-5 .18, with due regard to 
changes in factors discussed in that section, 1uchas adoption of new or 
amended municipal or county master plans. , 
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