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America’s Best Nursing Homes 2026

By Alexis Kayser
Healthcare Editor

One of the most important decisions families face is choosing a trusted nursing home
for themselves or a loved one. Whether the need is for day-to-day support, medical
care or long-term recovery, finding the right facility can make a profound difference
in health outcomes and overall quality of life.
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To help guide that process, Newsweek and global data intelligence firm Statista are
proud to present the America’s Best Nursing Homes 2026 ranking.

This year’s list recognizes the top 1,200 nursing homes across the United States.
Facilities were evaluated on four pillars including performance data, peer
recommendations, accreditations and resident satisfaction, with performance data
carrying an increased weight in 2026 to reflect the growing emphasis on clinical
quality metrics.

Other updates this year include the addition of vaccination rates as new quality
measures, the expansion of the ranking to cover 33 states across three size categories
and an increase in the total number of facilities recognized.

The result is a state-by-state list of nursing homes that stood out for their commitment
to safety, quality of care and resident well-being.

Nursing homes recognized this year include Gilroy Healthcare and Rehabilitation
Center in California, Swiss Village Retirement Community in Indiana, Actors Fund
Home in New Jersey and NHC HealthCare - Place Cool Springs in Tennessee.

We hope this ranking serves as a valuable tool in helping families make informed
decisions about long-term care.

America's Best Nursing Homes 2026: 50-99 Beds
America's Best Nursing Homes 2026: 100-149 Beds

America's Best Nursing Homes 2026: 150+ Beds
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Note: As with all our rankings, America’s Best Nursing Homes 2026 is continually
updated based on available information. We have replaced one company from this
list.

Licensing

Are you on the list? Click here to learn more about the licensing options.

Methodology

America’s Best Nursing Homes 2026 highlights the nation’s top 1200 nursing homes
out of 14,752 analyzed. The evaluation is based on the following four pillars:
performance data, peer recommendations, accreditations and resident satisfaction.
Per size category, nursing homes in the 25 states with the highest number of facilities,
according to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services were considered in the
study, resulting in a total of 33 states awarded. Included are single branches of
nursing homes with at least 50 certified beds, which are not part of the Specialty
Focus Facility program.

Statista used CMS data to determine the performance of nursing homes. This year; the
weighting of the performance data pillar was increased within the scoring model to
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Additionally, experts from all over the U.S. could participate in the survey of the
America’s Best Nursing Homes by State on newsweek.com. Email verification was
required, and self-recommendation was not possible. The survey data was collected
from June to August 2025. As an additional element, accreditations from the Joint
Commission International and Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation
Facilities have been included in the scoring model (Where available). As a minor
additional pillar of the scoring, evaluations from residents and relatives from Google
were included for each nursing home. Based on the available data, nursing homes
received a resident satisfaction rating between zero and five stars.

The overall rating is the weighted average of the performance data score (55 percent),
the reputation score (30 percent), the accreditation score (10 percent) and the resident
satisfaction score (5 percent). The best 1200 nursing homes are awarded with a rank
in their own state, resulting in 25 individual lists for all three size categories that are
published by Newsweek.

The rankings are comprised exclusively of nursing homes that are eligible regarding
the scope described in this document. A mention in the ranking is a positive
recognition based on quality metrics, peer recommendations, accreditations and
resident satisfaction. The ranking is the result of an elaborate process which, due to
the interval of data collection and analysis, is a reflection of the last 12 months only.
Furthermore, any events preceding and following the period August 20,

2024 to August 20, 2025, and/or pertaining to individual persons

affiliated/associated with the facilities were not considered in the metrics. As such, the

results of this ranking should not be used as the sole source of information for future
deliberations.

The information provided in this ranking should be considered in conjunction with
other available information about nursing homes or; if possible, accompanied by a
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Download the extended methodology here.

About Statista R

Statista R is a world leader in the creation of company, brand and product rankings
and top lists, based on comprehensive market research and data analysis: Statista R
recognizes the best. With a team of over 100 expert analysts and in cooperation with
more than 40 high-profile media brands across all continents, Statista R creates
transparency for consumers and business decision-makers and helps companies build
trust and recognition across a plethora of industries and product categories.

Visit r.statista.com. Statista R is a division of Statista. The leading data and business
intelligence portal provides an extensive collection of statistics, reports and insights
on over 80,000 topics from 22,500 sources in 170 industries. Find out more

at statista.com.
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