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Governor Phil Murphy

Health Commissioner Orders COVID-19
Testing in all Long-Term Care Facilities

To limit exposure and reduce the spread of COVID-19, Heath Commissioner Judith Persichilli today signed an
Executive Directive (https://www.state.nj.us/health/legal/covid19/05-12-2020_LTC_COVID19testing.pdf) requiring all
long-term care facilities in the state to implement testing of staff and residents for the virus by May 26.

In addition, the Executive Directive provides for retesting of individuals who test negative within 3-7 days to detect
those with newly developed infection, and further retesting in according with CDC guidance.

Long-term care facilities also have to amend their  outbreak plans to include plans for testing and retesting staff and
residents, cohorting of residents who test positive, policies for excluding staff who test positive as well and
timeframes and requirements for returning to work in accordance with CDC and Department of Health
recommendations.

Testing of vulnerable residents in long-term care facilities is essential to control the spread of COVID-19 and to
identify asymptomatic but positive residents so they can be cohorted based on test results. Testing health care
providers and support staff in all long-term facilities is critical because they may be unknowingly contributing to the
spread of COVID-19.

“We want to collaborate with long-term care facilities to protect their residents and staff. We all have a role to play in
this,” said Health Commissioner Judith Persichilli.

Test results would be used to strengthen infection control and prevention strategies. If staff test positive for COVID-
19 (symptomatic or asymptomatic), they may return to work
(https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/Guidance_for_COVID19_Diagnosed_andor_Exposed_HCP.pdf)
in line with CDC and Department of Health recommendations.

There are 90,000 residents in nursing homes and Assisted Living facilities. Nearly 26,000 positive cases have been
reported from these facilities.

The Executive Directive applies to licensed nursing homes, Assisted Living facilities, dementia care homes,
residential health care facilities and comprehensive personal care homes.

Last month, the state completed a pilot project testing 4,600 residents and staff in 16 South Jersey long-term care
facilities. A majority of those who tested positive were asymptomatic. This led the state to develop a statewide
testing plan in three additional phases in coordination with hospitals throughout the state. The second phase, which
includes 76 additional facilities with 10,324 beds, is ongoing.

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration


Back
to top

https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://www.state.nj.us/health/legal/covid19/05-12-2020_LTC_COVID19testing.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/Guidance_for_COVID19_Diagnosed_andor_Exposed_HCP.pdf
https://nj.gov/governor/


3/1/23, 12:41 PM Office of the Governor | Health Commissioner Orders COVID-19 Testing in all Long-Term Care Facilities

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200512c.shtml 2/3

Governor Phil Murphy (/governor/admin/about/)

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver (/governor/admin/lt/)

First Lady Tammy Snyder Murphy (/governor/admin/fl/)

Cabinet (/governor/admin/cabinet/)

Office of Health Care Affordability and Transparency

(/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml)

Boards, Commissions & Authorities (/governor/admin/bca/)

Internship Opportunities (/governor/admin/internship.shtml)

Governor’s Residence - Drumthwacket (http://drumthwacket.org/)

Key Initiatives

News & Events

Economy & Jobs (/governor/initiatives/#Economy)

Education (/governor/initiatives/#Education)

Environment (/governor/initiatives/#Environment)

Health (/governor/initiatives/#Health)

Law & Justice (/governor/initiatives/#Justice)

Transportation (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation)

Press Releases (/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml)

Photos (https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Public Addresses (/governor/news/addresses)

Executive Orders (/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)

Administrative Orders (/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml)

Direct Appointments (/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent Appointments (/governor/news/acappointments)

Statements on Legislation (/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)

Administration Reports (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)

Transition Reports (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits (/governor/news/press)

Social

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/)

Twitter (https://twitter.com/GovMurphy)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)

https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/


3/1/23, 12:41 PM Office of the Governor | Health Commissioner Orders COVID-19 Testing in all Long-Term Care Facilities

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200512c.shtml 3/3

Contact Us

Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice)

TikTok (https://www.tiktok.com/@njgov?)

Scheduling Requests (/governor/contact/scheduling/)

Contact Us (/governor/contact/all/)

Statewide

NJ Home (//www.nj.gov)

Services A to Z (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html)

Departments/Agencies (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)

FAQs (//www.nj.gov/faqs/)

Contact Us (//www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html)

Privacy Notice (//www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Legal Statement & Disclaimers (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Accessibility Statement (//www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

 (//nj.gov/opra/)

 (https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2023
Office of Governor PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625
609-292-6000

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.tiktok.com/@njgov?
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/

