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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19th, 1799,

The following written meflage was re-
ceived from the Prefident of the United States
by Mr. Shaw, his Secretary :

Gentlemen of the Senate and
Gentlemen of the Huoufe of Reprefentatives,
THE letter herewith tranfmitted, will
inform you, that it has pleafed Divine Provi-
dence to remove from this lite our excellent
Fellow-Citizen GEorcE WasuiNGcTON ; by
the purity of his charaer and a long feries
of fervices to his country, rendered illuftrious
through the world. s remains for an affec-
tionate and grateful people, in whofe hearts
he can never die, to pay fuitable honors to his

memory. ‘ ‘

JOHN ADAMS.
United States,
December 1915, 1799,

The meflage and letter were read.

Ordered, That they lie for confideration.

A meflage from the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives by vir. Ofwald, in the abfence of their
Clerk.

Myr. Prefidens—The Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives having received intelligence of the death
of their highly valued fellow-citizen General
George Wathington, and fharing the univer-
fal grief this diftrefling event muft produce,
have Refolved, That a joint Committee
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be appeinted, to report meafures fuitable to the-
PPo P

occafion, and exprefliveof the profound forrow
with which Congrefs is penetrated, on the lofs
of acitizen, firft in war, firft in peace, and firft
inthe hearts of hiscountrymens and havingap-
pointed a Committee on their part, defire the
concurrence of the Senate. And he withdrew,

The Senate proceeded to confider the fore-
going refolution of the Houfe of Reprefen-.
tatives.

Whereupon,

Refolved, That they do concur therein, and
that Mr. Dayton, Mr. Bingham, Mr. Dexter,
Mr. Gunn, Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Tracy and
Mr. Read, be the Committee on the part of
the Senate.

Ordered, That the Secretary zcquaint the
Houfe of Reprefentatives with the con-
currence. '

On motion,

Refolved, That the Senate will wait on the
Prefident of the United States, to condole
with him on the diftrefling event of the death
of General George Wathingion ; and that a
Committee be appointed to prepare, for that
occafion, an Addrefs to the Prefident of the
United States, expreflive of the deep regret
of the Senate ; and that this Committee con-
{ift of Mr. Dexter, Mr. Rofs and Mr. Read

On motion,
Refolved, 'That the chairs in the Senate

Chamber be covered, and the room hung

?
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with black, and that each member, and the
officers of the Senate, go into mourning, by
‘the ufual mode of 'wearing a crape rot and thc
left arm, during the {feffion,
The Senate adJourned to 11 o’clock ‘on
Monday morning.
) b (e

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23d, 1799.

The Honorable Timothy Bloodworth, from
the flate of North-Carolina, and the Honor-
able John E. Howard, from the ftate of Ma-
ryland, feverally attended.

Mr. Dexter, from the Committee appoint-
ed for the pvrpofe on the 18th inft. reported
the draft of an Addrefs, to the Prefident of
the United States, on the death of General
‘George ‘\/Vaﬂlmgrton, which being read in

(=]
paragnpho, was adopted as follows :

To the PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES,

THE Senate of the United States, ref-
pectfully take leave, Sir, to exprefs to you
their deep regret for the lofs their country fuif-
tains in the death of General George Wath-
ington. ;

This event, {o diftrefling to all our fellow-
citizens, muft be Pcuw rly '1eavy to you,

who have long been affociated with him in
deeds of patriohﬁ“. Permit us, Sir, to min-
gle our tears with yours; on this occafion,
u is marﬂv to weep. lo lofe fuch a man, at
fuch a crifis, is no commen calamity to the




32 JOURNAL OF
world: our country mourns her Father. The
Almighty difpofer of human cvents, has taks
en from us our greateft benefactor and orna-
ment. It becomes us to {ubmit with rever-
ence to him, who *“ maketh darknefs his pa-
vilion.”

With patriotic pride, we review the life of
our Wathington, and compare him with thofe
of other countries, who have been pre-emi-
nent in fame. Ancient and modern names
are diminithed before him.  Greatnefls and
guilt, have too often been allied ; but his
tame 1s whiter than it is brilliant. 'The def-
troyers of nations ftood abathed at the maj-
efty of his virtue, It reproved the intemper-
ance of their ambition, and darkened the
{plendour of victory. ' The fcene is clofed,
and we are no longer anxious leaft misfortune
thould fully his glory ; he has travelled on to
the end of his journey and carried with him
an encreafing weight of honor; he has depo-

fited it fafely, where misfortune cannot tar- .

nith it, where malice cannot blaft it. Fa-
voured of heaven, he departed without ex-
hibiting the weaknefs of humanity. Magnar-
imous in death, the darknels of the grave
could not obfcure his brightnefs.

Such was the man whom we deplore,
Thanks to God ! his glory is confummated ;
Wathingion yet lives—on earth in his fpot=
lefs example—his {pirit is in Heaven,

O
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Let his countrymen confecrate the memo-
ty of the heroic General, the patriotic Statef-
man and the virtuous Sage; let them teach
their Children never to forget that the fruit
of his labours and his example, are their in-
heritance. - .
SAMUEL LIVERMORE,

Prefident of the Senate pro-tempore.

Ordered; That the Committee who prepa-
red the Addrefs wait on the Prefident of the
United States, and defire him to acquaint the
Senate, at what time and place, it will be
moft convenient for him that it fhould be
prefented. ;

Mr. Dexter, reported from the Commit-
tee, that they had waited on the Prefident of
the United States, and that he had acquainted
them, that he would receive the Addrefs of
the Senate, immediately, at his own houfe.

Whereupon, the Senate waited on the Pre-
fident of the United Srates, and the Prefident
of the Scnate, in their name, prefented the
Addrefs, this day agreed to.

To which the Prefident of the United
States was pleafed to make the following
Reply :

Gentlemen of the Senate,

I RECEIVE, with the moft refpe&ful and
affectionate fentiments, in this impreflive ad-
drefs, the obliging expreflions of your regard,
for the lofs our country has fuftained, in the
death of her moft efteemed, beloved and
admired citizen, :

E
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In the multitude of my thoughts and re-
collections, on this melancholy event, you
will permit me only to fay, that I have feen
him in the days of adverfity, in fome of the
{cenes of his deepeft diftrefs and moft trying
perplexities ; I have alfo attended*him in his
higheft elevation and moft profperous felicity ;
with uniform admiration of his wifdom, mo-
deration and conftancy.

Among all our original Aflociates in that

memorabﬁe}eague of the continent in 17~

which firft exprefled the fovereign will of a
free nation in America, he was the only one
1'emaining in the general government. Al-
though, with a conflitution more enfeebled
than his, at an age when he thought it necef-
fary to prepare for retirement, T feel myfelf
alone, bereaved of my laft brother; yet 1 de-
rive a ftrong confolation from the unanimous
difpofition, which appears in all ages and
claffes, to mingle their forrows with mine, on
this common calamity to the world.

The life of our Wathington cannot fuffer
by a comparifon with thofe of other countries,
who have been moft celebrated and exalted by
fame. 'The attributes and decorations of roy-
alty, could have only ferved to eclipfe the
majefty of thofe virtues, which made him,
from being a modeft citizen, a more refplen-
dent luminary. = Misfortune, had he lived,
could hereafter have fullied his glory only
with thofe {uperficial minds, who, believing
that characers and a&ions are marked by fuc-
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cefs alone, rarely deferve to enjoy it. Malice

could never blaft his honour, and envy made
‘um a ngular exception to her univerfal rule.
For himfelf he had lived enough, to life and

‘to glory. For his fellow-citizens, if thei

prayers could have been anfwered, he Would
have been immor‘fa}. For me his departure
is at a moft unfortunate mome Trumvg,
however, in the vife— and monf eous dominion
t Providence over the paflions of men, and
the refults of their councils and acions, as

£l

(81

well as over their livcs, nothing remains for

me but bumble refi ”“utLOA

His example is now complete, and it will
teach wifdom and virtue to magiftrates, citi-
zens and men, not only in the prefent age,
but in future generations, as long as our hif-
tory fhall be read. Ifa Trajan found a Pliny,
a Marcus Aurelius cannever want blog.aph-
ers, Eulogifts or Hiftorians.

JOHN Au%MS

United States, }

December 23d, 1799,

The Senate returned to their own Chamber.

A meflage from the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives, by Mr. Condy their Clerk.

Mr. Prefidenr—The ;o int Committee ap-
poxrted on the part of the Houfe of ch;e-
{entatives, on the 1gth inft. on the receipt of
the intelligence of the death of General

George v‘%“Jaﬁunfrton having made report to

that Houfe, t they have agreed to fum,r y refo-
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lutiens thereupon, in which they defire the
concuirence of the Senate. And he with-
drew.

Mr. Dayton, from the joint committee
appointed the 1gthinftant, on the part of the
Senmate, on the receipt of the intelligence of
the death of General George Wathington, re-
ported in part, and the report was agreed to;

Whereupon—

The Senate took into confideration the ref-
olutions of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, of
this day, on the reporr of the joint commit-
tec on the fubje& above-mentioned, and which
Refolutions are as follows :

Refolved, by the Senate and Houfe of Re-
prefentatives of the United States of America
in Congrefs affembled, That a Marble Mon-
ument be erected by the United States inthe
capitol, at the City of Wathington, and that
the family of General Wathington be requef-
ted to permit his body to be depofited under it,
and that the monument be {o defigned as to
commemorate the great events of his military
and political life.

And-be it further refolved, That there bea
funeral proceffion from Congrefs Hall to the
German Lutheran Church, in honor of the
memory of General George Wathington, on
Thur{day the 26th inftant, and that an Ora-
tion be prepared at the requeft of Congrefs, to
be delivered bofore both Houfes on that day,
and that the Prefident of the Senate and Spea-
ker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, be de-




