
CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION 

1. If the decks are to be inspected at open gaming 
tables pursuant to (e)l below, the pit boss shall distribute 
the decks to the dealer at each table or the poker shift 
supervisor shall transport the decks to the poker pit stand 
for subsequent distribution to the dealer at each poker table 
either directly or through the floorperson assigned to super-
vise the dealer. The distribution of the decks to the poker 
tables shall comply with the provisions ofN.J.A.C. 19:47-
14.2. 

i. Prior to distributing decks to each poker table, 
the poker shift supervisor or floorperson shall examine 
each deck to determine if any replacement cards are nec-
essary pursuant to (n) below. If needed, the poker shift 
supervisor or floorperson shall place the appropriate re-
placement cards into the deck from the cards held in re-
serve at the pit stand. Upon insertion of the replacement 
cards into the deck, the poker shift supervisor or floor-
person shall re-examine the front of each card and the 
back of each card to ensure a consistent shading pattern 
and to ensure that the condition of the deck with the 
inclusion of the replacement cards has sufficient quality 
in order to maintain the integrity of gaming at poker. 

ii. If the integrity of gaming at poker would in any 
way be compromised by the use of the deck with the re-
placement cards, the entire deck of cards shall be placed 
in a sealed envelope or container, identified with the date 
and time and shall be signed by the poker shift super-
visor. The poker shift supervisor shall maintain the enve-
lope . or container in a secure. place within the pit stand 
until collection by a casino security officer. 

2. If the decks are to be pre-inspected and pre-shuffled 
at a closed gaming table pursuant to (e)2 and (r) below, the 
pit boss or poker shift supervisor shall deliver the decks to 
the dealer, floorperson or pit boss at the closed gaming 
table where the pre-inspection and pre-shuffling shall be 
performed. 

3. If the decks have already been pre-inspected, pre-
shuffled, sealed in containers and placed in the card storage 
area pursuant to (r)Sii below, the table games shift super-
visor or supervisor thereof or the designated casino key 
employee and a casino security representative shall trans-
port the number of sealed containers of cards needed for 
that gaming day to the gaming pits where the cards will be 
utilized and either lock the containers in the pit stand or 
place the containers in an alternative locked cabinet in ac-
cordance with (r )Si below. A record of the removal of the 
sealed containers of cards from the card storage area and 
their distribution to the gaming pits shall be maintained by 
the casino security department in a manner approved by the 
Commission. 

(d) Notwithstanding (c) above, if the cards to be used at 
poker for that gaming day shall be removed from the poker 
storage area, the poker shift supervisor or supervisor thereof 
and a casino security officer shall, prior to the commence-
ment of each gaming day and at such other times as may be 

necessary, remove the appropriate number of decks,from the 
poker storage area and distribute the decks in accordance with 
the provisions of (c)l, 2 or 3 above. The number of decks 
distributed shall include extra decks that shall be placed in the 
pit stand · for card reserve. Cards in the pit stand shall be 
placed in a locked compartment, the keys to which shall be in 
the possession of the poker shift supervisor or supervisor 
thereof. 

( e) With the exception of cards used to game at pokette, 
which are governed by the requirements of N.J.A.C. 19:47-
12.3, each deck of cards shall be inspected by a dealer and the 
inspection verified by a floorperson or pit boss in accordance 
with the provisions of ( e) 1 or 2 below prior to the use of the 
cards on a gaming table. The purpose of the inspection is to 
assure that the cards specified in N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.17 are ac-
tually contained in the deck and that the back of each card is 
not flawed, scratched or marked in any way that might com-
promise the integrity or fairness of the game. 

1. Card inspection at an open gaming table shall re-
quire each deck of cards to be sorted into sequence and into 
suit and a visual inspection of the back of each card. If, 
after inspecting the cards, the dealer finds that a card is un-
suitable for use or an extra card is found, the following 
procedures shall be observed: 

i. If a card is unsuitable for use: 

(1) A poker shift supervisor or casino supervisor 
shall bring a substitute card from the card reserve in 
the pit stand; 

(2) The unsuitable card shall be placed in a sealed 
envelope or container, identified by table number, 
date, and time and shall be signed by the dealer and 
floorperson assigned to that table; and 

(3) The poker shift supervisor or casino super-
visor shall maintain the envelope or container in a se-
cure place within the pit until collection by a casino 
security officer; or 

ii. If an extra card is found: 

(1) The poker shift supervisor or casino super-
visor shall place the extra card in a sealed envelope or 
container, identified by table number, date and time 
and signed by the dealer and floorperson assigned to 
that table; and 

(2) The poker shift supervisor or casino super-
visor shall maintain the envelope or container in a se-
cure place within the pit until collection by a casino 
security officer. 

2. Card inspection at a closed gaming table as part of 
the pre-inspection and pre-shuffling procedure authorized 
pursuant to (r) below shall comply with the requiren;ients of 
that subsection. 
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(f) All envelopes and containers used to hold or transport 
cards collected by security shall be transparent. 

1. The envelopes or containers and the method used to 
seal them shall be designed or constructed so that any tam-
pering shall be evident. 

2. The envelopes or containers and seals shall be ap-
proved by the Commission. 

(g) Any cards which have been opened and placed on a 
gaming table shall be changed at least every 24 hours. In ad-
dition: 

1. Except as otherwise provided for in (g)5 below for 
baccarat and in N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.12(c) for minibaccarat, 
cards opened for use on a baccarat, minibaccarat or fast 
action hold 'em table shall be changed at least once during 
the gaming day; 

2. Cards opened for use on a pai gow poker, caribbean 
stud poker, let it ride poker, colorado hold 'em poker, bos-
ton 5 stud poker, double cross poker, four card poker, texas 
hold 'em bonus poker, flop poker or three card poker table 
and dealt from a dealing shoe and cards opened for use on 
a double down stud table and dealt from the hand shall be 
changed at least every eight hours; 

3. Cards opened for use on a pai gow poker, caribbean 
stud poker, let it ride poker, colorado hold 'em poker, bos-
ton 5 stud poker, four card poker, double cross poker, texas 
hold 'em bonus poker, flop poker, two card joker poker or 
three card poker table and dealt from the dealer's hand 
shall be changed at least every four hours; and 

4. Cards opened for use on a blackjack table offering 
the 6 to 5 blackjack variation shall be changed at least 
every four hours; 

5. Cards opened for use on a baccarat table using the 
alternative dealing procedure set forth at N.J.A.C. 19:47-
3.7(d) shall be changed after each shoe; and 

6. Cards opened for use on a poker table shall be 
changed at least every six hours. 

(h) Cards damaged during course of play shall be replaced 
by the dealer who shall request a floorperson or supervisor 
thereof for the game of poker or casino supervisor for all 
other games to bring cards in substitution from the pit stand. 

1. The damaged cards shall be placed in a sealed enve-
lope, identified by table number, date and time and shall be 
signed by the dealer and the individual who brought the re-
placement card to the table. 

2. The poker shift supervisor or casino supervisor shall 
maintain the envelopes or containers in a secure place 
within the pit until collection by a casino security officer. 

(i) At the end of each gaming day or, in the alternative, at 
least once each gaming day at the same time each day, as des-
ignated by the casino licensee and approved by the Commis-

OTHER AGENCIES 

sion, and at such other times as may be necessary, the floor-
person or supervisor thereof for the game of poker or casino 
supervisor for all other games shall collect all used cards. 

1. These cards shall be placed in a sealed envelope ot 
container. A label shall be attached to each envelope or 
container which shall identify the table number, date and 
time and shall be signed by the dealer and floorperson as-
signed to the table. 

2. The poker shift supervisor or casino supervisor shall 
maintain the envelopes or containers in a secure place 
within the pit until collection by a casino security officer. 

G) The casino licensee shall remove any cards at any time 
during the day if there is any indication of tampering, flaws, 
scratches, marks or other defects that might affect the integ-
rity or fairness of the game, or at the request of the Commis-
sion or Division. 

(k) Except for decks that have been pre-shuffled and pre-
inspected pursuant to (r) below, all extra decks in card reserve 
with broken seals shall be placed in a sealed envelope or 
container, with a label attached to each envelope or container 
which identifies the date and time and is signed by the floor-
person or supervisor thereof for poker and the pit boss for all 
other games. 

(l) At the end of each gaming day or, in the alternative, at 
least once each gaming day at the same time each day, as des-
ignated by the casino licensee and approved by the Commis-
sion, and at such other times as may be necessary, a casino 
security officer shall collect and sign all envelopes or contain-
ers with damaged cards, cards used during the gaming day, 
and all extra decks in card reserve with broken seals, except 
those that have been pre-shuffled and pre-inspected pursuant 
to (r) below, and shall return the envelopes or containers to 
the casino security department. 

(m) At the end of each gaming day or, in the alternative, at 
least once each gaming day at the same time each day, as 

. designated by the casino licensee and approved by the Com-
mission, and at such other times as may be necessary, a table 
games shift manager or casino supervisor thereof may collect 
all extra decks in card reserve. If the casino maintains a sep-
arate storage area for poker cards, a poker shift supervisor or 
supervisor thereof may collect all extra decks in card reserve 
for the game of poker. If collected, all sealed decks shall ei-
ther be canceled or destroyed or returned to the storage area. 

(n) When the envelopes or containers of used cards and 
reserve cards with broken seals are returned to the casino 
security department, they shall be inspected for tampering, 
marks, alterations, missing or additional cards or anything 
that might indicate unfair play. 

1. For cards used in blackjack, spanish 21, double at-
tack blackjack, red dog, casino war, fast action hold 'em or 
minibaccarat using the dealing procedures in N.J.A.C. 
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table number, date, and time and signed by the dealer 
and floorperson or pit boss performing the pre-inspec-
tion and pre-shuffle; 

(2) The sealed envelope or container containing 
the unsuitable card shall be maintained by the floor-
person or pit boss until collection by a casino security 
officer at the conclusion of the pre-inspection and pre-
shuffle procedure; and 

(3) The floorperson or pit boss verifying the in-
spection shall provide a substitute card from the pre-
inspected cards being maintained for card reserve; or 

ii. If an extra card is found: 

(1) The floorperson or pit boss verifying the in-
spection shall place the extra card in a sealed trans-
parent bag identified on a label by pit number, table 
number, date and time, and signed by the dealer and 
floorperson or pit boss performing the pre-inspection 
and pre-shuffle; and 

(2) The sealed transparent bag shall be main-
tained by the floorperson or pit boss until collection 
by a casino security officer at the conclusion of the 
pre-inspection and pre-shuffling procedure. 

6. Upon completion of the pre-inspection and pre-shuf-
fling process of the cards in the batch, the dealer and super-
visor shall complete items (r)6i through v below on a two-
part Pre-shuffled/Pre-inspected Form or such other docu-
mentation as approved by the Commission, which docu-
mentation shall, at a minimum, include: 

1. The time and date the Form was prepared; 

11. The number of decks in the batch; 

iii. The table games at which the cards will be util-
ized; 

iv. The signature of the dealer who pre-inspected 
and pre-shuffled the cards, certifying that the cards were 
pre-inspected and pre-shuffled in accordance with this 
subsection; 

v. The signature of the floorperson or pit boss who 
witnessed and verified the pre-inspection and pre-shuf-
fling; 

vi. The time, date and gaming table to which the 
sealed container of cards is subsequently delivered; and 

vii. The signature of the floorperson or pit boss who 
delivers the sealed container of cards to the gaming table 
pursuant to (r)9 below. 

7. The dealer shall then place the pre-inspected and 
pre-shuffled batch of cards, together with the Form or such 
other documentation and the attached card inspection ma-
chine receipt required by (r)4 above, in a clear container 
that conforms to the requirements of (f) above and seal the 
container with a pre-numbered label unique to such con-
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tainer. Procedures for maintenance and security of unused 
seals, and the distribution, return and reconciliation of Seals 
used on containers holding pre-inspected and pre-shuffled 
cards shall be subject to internal controls approved by the 
Commission. 

8. The sealed containers of cards shall be transported 
by: 

i. A pit boss or poker shift supervisor to the gaming 
pit of the gaming tables where they will be utilized and 
either locked in the pit stand in accordance with ( c) or 
( d) above or, with the approval of the Commission, 
placed in an alternative locked cabinet in the gaming pit, 
the keys to which shall be available only to floorpersons 
and pit bosses and subject to sign-out and sign-in pro-
cedures approved by the Commission; or 

ii. A table games shift manager or supervisor 
thereof or a casino key employee designated in accor-
dance with the provisions of ( c) above and a casino secu-
rity officer to a primary card storage or poker storage 
area where they shall be placed back into card inventory 
and segregated from cards that have not been pre-
inspected and pre-shuffled. A record of the transport of 
the sealed containers of cards to the card storage area 
shall be maintained by the casino security department in 
a manner approved by the Commission. 

9. When they are needed for play, each container of 
cards shall be delivered by a floorperson or pit boss to an 
open gaming table. Upon delivery, the floorperson _or pit 
boss shall unseal the container, place the decks of cards on 
the gaming table in front of the dealer, complete and sign 
the Pre-shuffled/Pre-inspected Form, drop the original 
Form and attached card inspection machine receipt in a 
locked box in the gaming pit for the casino manager and 
forward the copy of the Form to the casino security depart-
ment. 

10. The dealer at the gaming table shall perform a strip 
shuffle or riffle shuffle of the cards and then cut the cards 
in the manner prescribed by the rules governing the par-
ticular table game. 

11. The dealer shall then proceed to deal the cards in 
accordance with the rules governing the particular table 
game. 

Amended by R.1983 d.308, effective August 1, 1983. 
See: 14 N.J.R. 829(a), 15 N.J.R. 1259(a). 

Text substantially amended. 
Amended by R.1983 d.538, effective November 21, 1983. 
See: 15 N.J.R. 1370(a), 15 N.J.R. 1958(b). 

Substantially amended text. 
Amended by R.1987 d.336, effective August 17, 1987. 
See: 19 N.J.R. 2121(a), 19 N.J.R. 1570(b). 

Added "immediately" and "and delivery" to([). 
Experimental 90-day implementation (N.J.A.C. 19:46-l.18(k) and (n)), 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-69(e), 5:12-70(f) and 5:12-l00(e), effective 
March 12, 1990 (expired June 10, 1990). 

See: 22 N.J.R. 841(b). 
Amended by R.1992 d.110, effective March 2, 1992. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 3243(a), 24 N.J.R. 858(c). 
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Revised text to modify procedures for handling extra cards in card 
reserve. Stylistic revisions throughout text. Restructured section through 
(g)-(p). 
Amended by R.1992 d.406, effective October 19, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R.569(a), 24 N.J.R. 1517(a), 24 N.J.R. 3742(a). 

Added text, throughout section, regarding games of pai gow poker 
and pokette. · 
Amended by R.1992 d.453, effective November 16, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 2140(a), 24 N.J.R. 4279(b). 

In (e) and (n), added text regarding cards used in pokette. 
Experimental implementation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12-69(e), effective 

on or after November 24, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 4283(a). 

Dealing pai gow poker from the hand. 
Amended by R.1993 d.37, effective January 19, 1993. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 3695(a), 25 N.J.R. 348(b). 

Revised (a). 
Amended by R.1993 d.86, effective February 16, 1993. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 4339(a), 25 N.J.R. 719(a). 

In (a), deleted language stipulating that primary storage area be loca-
ted "in or immediately adjacent to the casino floor''. In (i), (l) and (m), 
added alternative provision for collection of cards. 
Amended by R.1993 d.192, effective May 3, 1993. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 4247(a), 25 N.J.R. 1887(b). 

Revised (g)2 and added (g)3. 
Amended by R.1994 d.141, effective March 21, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 5906(a), 26 N.J.R. 1380(a). 
Amended by R.1995 d.430, effective August 7, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 1767(b), 27 N.J.R. 2967(a). 

Added caribbean stud poker. 
Amended by R.1995 d.534, effective October 2, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 2119(a), 27 N.J.R. 3795(b). 
Amended by R.1996 d.317, effective July 15, 1996. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 1362(a), 28 N.J.R. 3627(a). 
Amended by R.1997 d.134, effective March 17, 1997. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 2531(a), 29 N.J.R. 928(a). 

In (g)2, (g)3 and (n)2iii, added reference to three card poker. 
Petition for Rulemaking: Notice of Receipt ofa Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 2571(d). 
Amended by R.1998 d.18, effective January 5, 1998. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 3432(b ), 30 N.J.R. 112(b ). 
Amended by R.1998 d.371, effective July 20, 1998. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 4672(a), 30 N.J.R. 2639(b). 

In (g)l and (n)l, inserted references to fast action hold 'em. 
Amended by R.1999 d.29, effective January 19, 1999. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 30(a), 31 N.J.R. 144(a). 

In (n)l, inserted references to casino war and fast action hold 'em. 
Amended by R.1999 d.42, effective February 1, 1999. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 4034(a), 31 N.J.R. 454(a). 

In (n), inserted a reference to casino war, deleted "baccarat" preceding 
"fast action" and inserted ''using the dealing procedures in N.J.A.C. 
19:47-7.7(c) 1 or (c)2" in the introductory paragraph of 1, added a new 
last sentence in lii, added a new 2, and recodified former 2 through 9 as 
3 through 10. 
Amended by R.2000 d.2, effective January 3, 2000. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 4149(a), 32 N.J.R. 71(a). 

In (n)l, rewrote the introductory paragraph. 
Amended by R.2001 d.288, effective August 20, 2001. 
See: 32 N.J.R. 4240(a), 33 N.J.R. 2824(a). 

In (g)2, (g)3 and (n)3iii, added references to colorado hold 'em poker. 
Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 2871(b). 
Amended by R.2003 d.243, effective June 16, 2003. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 1395(a), 35 N.J.R. 2740(a). 

In (g)2 and 3 and (n)3iii, inserted", boston 5 stud poker" following 
"colorado hold 'em poker". 
Amended by R.2004 d.326, effective August 16, 2004. 
See: 36 N.J.R. 1305(a), 36 N.J.R. 3889(a). 

Inserted "double cross poker'' following "5 stud poker," throughout. 
Amended by R.2004 d.340, effective September 7, 2004. 
See: 36 N.J.R. 2310(a), 36 N.J.R. 4166(a). 

In (n), inserted "double attack blackjack" in 1 and "double cross 
poker" in 3 iii. 
Amended by R.2004 d.465, effective December 20, 2004. 
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See: 36 N.J.R. 3639(a), 36 N.J.R. 5704(a). 
· Inserted "four card poker" following "boston 5 stud poker" through-
out. 
Amended by R.2005 d.102, effective April 4, 2005. 
See: 36 N.J.R. 4699(a), 37 N.J.R. 1087(a). 

. Rewrote (g). 
Amended by R.2005 d.241, effective July 18, 2005. 
See: 36 N.J.R. 3246(a), 37 N.J.R. 2691(a). 

In (n), rewrote 4i. 
Amended by R.2005 d.356, effective October 17, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 2301(a), 37 N.J.R. 4034(a). 

In (g)2 and 3 and (n)3iii, added ", texas hold 'em bonus poker"; 
deleted"," following "boston 5" in (g)3. 
Amended by R.2006 d.36, effective January 17, 2006. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 2159(a), 38 N.J.R. 842(b). 

In (g)4, added "and on a blackjack table offering the 6 to 5 blaclgack 
variation"; rewrote (n)2; added (n)l l. 
Amended by R.2006 d.69, effective February 21, 2006. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 4210(a) 38 N.J.R. 1228(a). 

In (g)4, deleted "poker table and on a" and decreased the frequency of 
changing cards from four hours.to six hours; added (g)6. 
Amended by R.2006 d.70, effective February 21, 2006. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 4214(a) 38 N.J.R. 1228(b). 

In introductory paragraph (p ), extended destruction or cancellation 
time of cards from 48 hours to 72 hours. 
Amended by R.2006 d.276, effective July 17, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 1413(a), 38 N.J.R. 3067(a). 

In (g)2, (g)3 and (n)3iii, inserted", flop poker''. 
Amended by R.2006 d.341, effective September 18, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 2404(a), 38 N.J.R. 3920(a). 

In (g)2, (g)3, and (n)3iii, inserted "two card joker poker". 
Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 4510(b), 5423(b). 
Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 39 N.J.R. 805(a). 
Amended byR.2007 d.86, effective March 19, 2007. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 3149(a), 39 N.J.R. 940(a). 

Rewrote (c) through (e); in (g)2, inserted "and cards opened for use 
on a double down stud table.and dealt from the hand"; in (k), substituted 
"Except for decks that have been pre-shuffled and pre-inspected 
pursuant to (r) below, all" for "All"; in (l), inserted ", except those that 
have been pre-shuffled and pre-inspected pursuant to (r) below,"; and 
added (r). 

19:46-1.19 Dealing shoes; automated shuffling devices 

(a) The following words and terms when used in this sec-
tion shall have the following meanings: 

"Base plate" means the interior shelf of the dealing shoe on 
which the cards rest. 

"Face plate" means the front wall of the dealing shoe 
against which the next card to be dealt rests and which typi-
cally contains a cutout. 

(b) Cards used to game at blackjack, spanish 21, double 
attack blackjack, pai gow poker, minibaccarat, red dog, carib-
bean stud poker, let it ride poker, three card poker, fast action 
hold 'em, colorado hold 'em poker, casino war, boston 5 stud 
poker, double cross poker, four card poker, texas hold 'em 
bonus poker, flop poker, two card joker poker and double 
down stud shall be dealt from a manual or automated dealing 
shoe which shall be secured to the gaming table when the 
table is open for gaming activity and secured in a locked 
compartment when the table is not open for gaming activity. 
Cards used to game at baccarat shall be dealt from a dealing 
shoe which shall be secured in a locked compartment when 
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