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Governor Phil Murphy

ICYMI: UFC Delivered $26.8 Million in
Economic Impact for Newark in 2024

Posted on - 06/3/2025

Prudential Center Preparing to Host UFC® 316: DVALISHVILI vs. O'MALLEY 2 on Saturday, June 7

LAS VEGAS and NEWARK, NJ - This Saturday, June 7, UFC returns to Newark for a third consecutive year,

as Prudential Center hosts UFC® 316: DVALISHVILI vs O'MALLEY 2. The event was made possible with the support
of New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy, Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment, and the New Jersey Sports and
Exposition Authority.

UFC® 316 represents a tremendous economic opportunity to Newark and the surrounding communities, as
demonstrated by a study conducted by research firm Applied Analysis and released today by UFC. Last

year's UFC® 302: MAKHACHEYV vs POIRIER, which marked UFC's tenth event at Prudential Center dating back to
2007, generated $26.8 million in economic impact for the Newark metropolitan area, according to the study.

“Thanks to UFC'’s incredible fans in New Jersey, we have set records for ticket sales and attendance in back-to-back
years at Prudential Center,” said Lawrence Epstein, UFC Chief Operating Officer. “Simply put, the demand for UFC
events in the Garden State has been overwhelming. We thank Governor Phil Murphy, the city of Newark, and the
amazing team at Prudential Center for welcoming UFC with open arms, being great partners, and helping us bring
these unforgettable events to New Jersey.”

“Last year's UFC 302 event marked the highest-grossing sporting event in Prudential Center history and generated
over $26 million in total economic output,” said Governor Murphy. “This milestone underscores the City of Newark
and Prudential Center’s status as a premier destination for world-class entertainment, attracting visitors from across
the country and around the globe. We are proud to welcome the UFC and its passionate fanbase back to New Jersey
and look forward to building on this legacy of success.”

On June 1, 2024, UFC 302 attracted a sold-out crowd of more than 17,800 attendees to the Prudential Center and
recorded a gate of §7.3 million, making it the highest-grossing sporting event in Prudential Center history.

Fans watched as Islam Makhachev defended his UFC lightweight title against Dustin Poirier in the main event, while
the co-main event featured a five-round middleweight bout between Sean Strickland and Paulo Costa.

Attendance at UFC 302 reflected a wide range of ticket buyers, with approximately 79 percent originating from
markets outside of New Jersey. Visitors from 48 U.S. States and 34 other countries, including Canada and the U.K,,
traveled to the event.

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20250603b.shtml 1/4


https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://translate.google.com/
https://translate.google.com/

6/3/25, 3:53 PM Office of the Governor | ICYMI: UFC Delivered $26.8 Million in Economic Impact for Newark in 2024

This record gate of $7.3 million, coupled with additional visitor spending sourced to out-of-town attendees, resulted
in substantial impacts within the Newark area and surrounding local communities. Direct spending attributable to
the event exceeded $14.3 million. After accounting for the ripple effect generated from vendor purchases (indirect
impact) and employee spending (induced impact), total economic activity sourced to UFC 302 reached a total

of $26.8 million.

As a result, the event supported 207 local employees and $12.0 million in salaries and wages (not including athletes’
purses). An additional combined total of $1.1 million in fiscal (tax) revenue was collected for the benefit of the
regional economy, including ticket and pay-per-view taxes paid by UFC and taxes on visitor spending (sales, lodging,
etc.). Finally, the event created significant media exposure for the area, with 36.2 billion impressions (the majority of
which stemmed from Instagram) valued at more than $652.3 million.

UFC 302 Newark Economic Impact

+ $26.8 million total economic output

» 207 jobs supported in the Newark area

» $12.0 million in salaries and wages paid (not including athletes’ purses)

» $652.3 million total media value generated for the event, which featured global exposure for Newark and
Prudential Center

« $1.1 million in combined state and local taxes paid by UFC and collected through purchases on visitor
spending

On Saturday, June 7, UFC® 316: DVALISHVILI vs O'MALLEY 2 will feature another explosive card in Prudential Center,
as UFC bantamweight champion Merab Dvalishvili faces UFC superstar Sean O'Malley in a highly anticipated rematch
less than a year after their first encounter. In the co-main event, women'’s bantamweight champion Julianna

Pefia defends her title for the first time since regaining it in October, facing rising star Kayla Harrison.

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy (/governor/admin/about)

Lt. Governor Tahesha Way (/governor/admin/It)

In memoriam of Lt. Governor Sheila Y. Oliver (/governor/admin/It-sheila-y-oliver)
Senior Staff (/governor/admin/staff)

Cabinet (/governor/admin/cabinet)

Office of Climate Action and the Green Economy (/governor/climateaction/)
Office of Equity (/governor/admin/equity/)

Office of Health Care Affordability and Transparency
(/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml)

Boards, Commissions & Authorities (/governor/admin/bca)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20250603b.shtml 2/4


https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca

6/3/25, 3:53 PM

Office of the Governor | ICYMI: UFC Delivered $26.8 Million in Economic Impact for Newark in 2024

New Jersey Puerto Rico Commission (https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/)

Internship Opportunities (/governor/admin/internship.shtml)
Governor's Fellows Program (/governor/admin/fellows)

Governor's Residence - Drumthwacket (http://drumthwacket.org/)

Key Initiatives

Economy & Jobs (/governor/initiatives/#Economy)
Education (/governor/initiatives/#Education)
Environment (/governor/initiatives/#Environment)
Health (/governor/initiatives/#Health)

Law & Justice (/governor/initiatives/#Justice)

Transportation (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation)

News & Events

Press Releases (/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml)
Photos (https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Public Addresses (/governor/news/addresses)

Executive Orders (/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)
Administrative Orders (/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml)

Direct Appointments (/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent Appointments (/governor/news/acappointments)

Statements on Legislation (/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)

Administration Reports (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)
Transition Reports (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits (/governor/news/press)

Social

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/GovMurphy)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)
Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice)

Contact Us

Scheduling Requests (/governor/contact/scheduling/)

Contact Us (/governor/contact/all/)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20250603b.shtml

3/4


https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
http://drumthwacket.org/
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/

6/3/25, 3:53 PM Office of the Governor | ICYMI: UFC Delivered $26.8 Million in Economic Impact for Newark in 2024

Statewide

NJ Home (//www.nj.gov)

Services A to Z (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html)
Departments/Agencies (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)
FAQs (//www.nj.gov/faqgs/)

Contact Us (//www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html)

Privacy Notice (//www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Legal Statement & Disclaimers (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Accessibility Statement (//www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

(//nj.gov/opra/)

(https://my.nj.gov/)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2025
Office of Governor PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

609-292-6000

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562025/approved/20250603b.shtml 4/4


https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://my.nj.gov/
https://my.nj.gov/
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/
https://tech.nj.gov/

