HARNESS RACING

CHAPTER 71
HARNESS RACING

Authority
N.J.S.A. 5:5-30.

Source and Effective Date

R.2000 d.35, effective December 22, 1999.
See: 31 N.J.R. 3050(a), 32 N.J.R. 322(a).

Executive Order No. 66(1978) Expiration Date
Chapter 71, Harness Racing, expires on December 22, 2004.

Chapter Historical Note

Chapter 71, Harness Racing, was filed and became effective prior to
September 1, 1969.

Subchapter 14, Claiming, was repealed and Subchapter 14, Claiming,
was adopted as new rules by R.1980 d.95, effective February 27, 1980.
See: 11 N.J.R. 463(a), 12 N.J.R. 208(c).

Subchapter 3, Appeals, was repealed and Subchapter 3, Appeals, was
adopted as new rules, and Subchapter 24, Authorized Agents, Subchap-
ter 25, Vendors, Subchapter 26, Illegal Practices, Subchapter 27, Mutu-
els, and Subchapter 28, Initial Track Application, were adopted by
R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982. See: 13 NJ.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R.
347(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Subchapter 5, Tracks,
Subchapter 9, Veterinarians and Veterinarians Certificates, Subchapter
21, Placing Conditions and Purses, and Subchapter 23, Stimulations and
Tests, were readopted as R.1983 d.295, effective July 8, 1983. See: 15
N.J.R. 685(a), 15 N.J.R. 1256(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Subchapter 7, Licensing,
Subchapter 8, Officials, and Subchapter 17, Starting, were readopted as
R.1984 d.103, effective March 19, 1984. See: 16 N.J.R. 221(a), 16
N.J.R. 742(a), 16 N.J.R. 1360(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Subchapter 4, Definitions,
expired on December 19, 1984.

Subchapter 4, Definitions, was adopted as new rules by R.1984 d.621,
effective January 21, 1985. See: 16 N.J.R. 2976(a), 17 N.J.R. 204(b).

Subchapter 23, Stimulation and Tests, was repealed and Subchapter
23, Medication and Testing Procedures, was adopted as new rules by
R.1985 d.58, effective February 19, 1985. See: 16 N.J.R. 3182(a), 17
N.J.R. 471(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Subchapter 14, Claiming,
was readopted as R.1985 d.137, effective February 25, 1985. See: 17
N.J.R. 57(a), 17 N.J.R. 710(c).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 71, Harness
Racing, was readopted as R.1990 d.126, effective January 25, 1990.
See: 21 N.J.R. 3861(a), 22 N.J.R. 667(a).

Subchapter 29, Sulky, was adopted as R.1994 d.143, effective March
21,1994, See: 26 N.J.R. 95(a), 26 N.J.R. 1357(a).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 71, Harness
Racing, was readopted as R.1995 d.103, effective January 25, 1995.
See: 26 N.J.R. 4744(a), 27 N.J.R. 733(b).

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 71, Harness
Racing, was readopted as R.2000 d.35, effective December 22, 1999.
See: Source and Effective Date. See, also, section annotations.
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SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL RULES

13:71-1.1 General provisions

(a) The rules, regulations and conditions under which all
horse racing shall be conducted in the State of New Jersey
are prescribed by the racing law and by the New Jersey
Racing Commission.

(b) If at any time there is a conflict between the rules of
the New Jersey Racing Commission and the rules of the
United States Trotting Association, the rules of the Com-
mission shall govern.

(c) The Executive Director or his or her designee shall
possess the same authority of the Racing Commission stew-
ards and judges with respect to all provisions contained in
the Administrative Code governing racing in New Jersey.

Amended by R.1992 d.88, effective February 18, 1992.
See: 23 N.J.R. 3432(a), 24 N.J.R. 647(b).
Added (c).

Law Review and Journal Commentaries

Horse Drugging—The New Jersey Trainer Absolute Insurer Law.
Luke P. Iovine, IIT John E. Keefe, Jr., 1 Seton Hall J. Sport L. 61
(1991).

Case Notes

Private harness track required to abide by the rules and regulations
of the United States Trotting Association, subject to conflict with
Commission rules. Marzocca v. Ferone, 186 N.J.Super. 483, 453 A.2d
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228 (App.Div.1982) certification denied 91 N.J. 574, 453 A.2d 884,
affirmed in part, reversed in part 93 N.J. 509, 461 A.2d 1133 (1983).

13:71-1.2 Owners and trainers

All owners and trainers of horses and their stable employ-
ees are subject to the laws of the State of New Jersey and
the rules promulgated by its Racing Commission immediate-
ly upon acceptance and occupancy of stabling accommoda-
tions from or approved by an association or upon making
entry to run on its track. Said owners and/or trainers shall
furnish to the Racing Commission a badge list of all employ-
ees. Said owners, trainers and stable employees shall abide
by said laws and rules and accept the decision of the
stewards on any and all questions to which their authority
extends, subject to their right of appeal to the Racing
Commission.

13:71-1.3 Race participants and patrons

Every person participating in and every patron of a
licensed race meeting shall abide by said laws and rules, and
accept the stewards’ decisions on any and all questions to
which their authority extends subject to the right of appeal
to the Racing Commission.

Case Notes

Rule cited as example of Commission’s reliance on conventional law
enforcement services; denial of groom’s license held arbitrary as the
Rehabilitated Convicted Offender Act applies to Commission’s licens-
ing function. Maietta v. New Jersey Racing Commission, 183 N.J.Su-
per. 397, 444 A.2d 55 (App.Div.1982), affirmed 93 N.J. 1, 459 A.2d 295
(1983).

13:71-1.4 Discharge of groom or attendant; notice

When an owner or trainer discharges a groom or other
attendant, or when a groom or other attendant voluntarily
leaves the employ of an owner or trainer, the said owner or
trainer shall immediately notify the track security of such
discharge of or resignation by such employee. The failure
to so notify the track security shall subject the owner or
trainer to a fine or suspension or both.

As amended, R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982.
See: 13 N.J.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a).
“security” was “police”.

13:71-1.5 Notification to track security on discharge of
groom

When a groom or other attendant is discharged by or
voluntarily leaves the employ of an owner or trainer he shall
immediately notify the track security of his discharge or
resignation. The failure to so notify the track security shall
subject the groom or other attendant to a fine or suspen-
sion, or both.

As amended, R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982.
See: 13 N.J.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a).
“security” was “police”.

Supp. 5-19-03



13:71-1.6

DEPT. OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

13:71-1.6 Language

No person shall use improper, profane or indecent lan-
guage to a racing official.

13:71-1.7

No person shall in any manner, or at any time, disturb the
peace or make himself obnoxious on the grounds of an
association.

Disturbing the peace

13:71-1.8 Handbooks

No person shall make a handbook or a foreign book on
the ground of an association nor shall any person solicit for
or bet with a handbook or foreign book on the grounds of
an association or fair race.

As amended, R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982.
See: 13 NJ.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a).
Section substantially amended.

13:71-1.9 (Reserved)
13:71-1.10 Reciprocity

Full force and effect shall be given to the denial, revoca-
tion or suspension of any license by any other racing com-
mission or turf governing body.

As amended, R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982.
See: 13 N.J.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a).
Section substantially amended.

13:71-1.11 Unrecognized meetings

Any person who participates in an unrecognized meeting
anywhere, either as a racing official or as an owner; trainer
or driver, may be adjudged guilty of conduct detrimental to
racing.

13:71-1.12 Suspended person or horse

No person or horse ruled off by, or under suspension by,
any recognized turf authority, trotting association included,
shall be admitted to the grounds of any association.

13:71-1.13 Narcotic or drug convictions

No person who has been convicted for illegal possession,
sale or distribution of narcotics or hallucinogenic drugs or
other “controlled dangerous substances” as defined by Title
24 of the New Jersey Statutes shall be permitted on the
grounds of any association.

As amended, R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982.
See: 13 N.J.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a).
Section substantially amended.

13:71-1.14 Crimes regarding moral turpitude

No person shall be employed in any capacity whatsoever
at any place, track or enclosure where a horse race meeting
is permitted who has been convicted of a crime involving
moral turpitude.

Supp. 5-19-03
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13:71-1.15 Reinstatement of horses

When a person is ruled off a course or suspended, every
horse owned in whole or part by him shall be ineligible to be
entered or to start in any race until said horse has been
reinstated either by the rescinding of his owner’s penalty or
by his transfer through bona fide sale to any ownership
acceptable to the stewards.

13:71-1.16 Qualifications for reinstatement

When a person is ruled off a course or suspended, any
horse which is under his care, management, training or
superintendence shall not be qualified to be entered or to
start in any race until said horse has been reinstated by the
rescinding of said person’s penalty or by the placement of
the horse in the hands of a licensed trainer and the approval
of the transfer by the stewards.

13:71-1.17

When a person is ruled off a course or suspended, he
shall not be qualified, whether acting as agent or otherwise,
to subscribe for or to enter or run any horse in any race
either in his own name or in that of any other person until
the rescinding of that person’s penalty.

Recision of penalties

13:71-1.18 (Reserved)

As amended, R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982.
See: 13 N.J.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a).

13:71-1.19 Stewards determination of fines

The steward and the Board of Judges may fine, suspend
or rule off any person who, in their opinion, has acted to the
detriment of racing or violated the rules.

As amended, R.1982 d.109, effective April 5, 1982.
See: 13 N.J.R. 820(a), 14 N.J.R. 347(a).
“Stewards” changed to “steward”; “Board of Judges” added.

Case Notes

Veterinarian’s use of non-FDA-approved drug for his own horse at
his own farm in another state; not conduct detrimental to racing.
Chovanes v. New Jersey Racing Commission, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (RAC) 5.

13:71-1.20 Authority to impose penalties; report;
payment
(a) The authority of the steward and the Board of Judges
shall extend to any and all situations which are not specifi-
cally covered by these rules.

(b) No race official other than the steward, the Board of
Judges, and the starter shall have the right to impose a fine
or suspension, in the first instance. (see N.J.A.C. 13:71-3,
Appeal for exception). A race official imposing a fine or
suspension shall report it promptly to the Executive Director
of the Racing Commission and the race secretary, in writing.
All fines imposed shall be paid to the race secretary within
48 hours after the imposition thereof. Fines collected by
the race secretary shall be paid promptly to the Racing
Commission. An unpaid fine may not be rescinded except
with the approval of the Racing Commission.
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1. Serial number and verification documents on sulk- 13:71-29.5 Liability insurance
ies competing in New Jersey shall be filed with the New Each manufacturer shall be required to annually file a
Jersey Racing Commission Steward. i true copy of their current product liability insurance/occur-

rence insurance in the minimum amount of one million
dollars per occurrence with the New Jersey Racing Commis-
sion Steward.

71-77 Supp. 1-18-00





