
COMMUNITY RELEASE PROGRAMS 

lOA:20-4.3 Correctional facility staff assigned to program; 
dnties 

(a) The correctional facility Superintendent shall desig-
nate a staff member to serve as the Institutional Community 
Release Agreement Program Coordinator. The Institution-
al Community Release Agreement Program Coordinator 
shall: 

1. Maintain liaison with the Bureau of Contract Ad-
ministration and the contract agency; 

2. Make periodic visits to contract agencies and attend 
training sessions provided by the Bureau 0f Contract 
Administration; 

3. Be responsible for having a thorough familiarity with 
contract agencies and advise correctional facility staff of 
changes in policies of contract agencies; 

4. Be responsible for explaining contract agency pro-
grams to inmates; and 

5. Be responsible for notifying the Bureau of Contract 
Administration of any change that occurs in an inmate's 
status, such as, medical, custody, detainers or any such 
circumstances that would render the inmate ineligible for 
participation in the Program. 

lOA:20-4.4 General eligibility criteria for Residential 
Community Release Agreement Programs 

(a) Candidates for participation in Residential Communi-
,, , ty Release Agreement Programs shall: 

1. Be classified full minimum by the Institutional Clas-
sification Committee (1.C.C.); 

2. Have a psychological evaluation which shall address 
the inmate's readiness and ability to. adequately adapt to 
the pressures and responsibilities of living outside the 
correctional facility. The psychological evaluation shall 
not be: 

i. More than six months old for inmates with full 
minimum custody status who are housed in other than 
full minimum housing units; or 

ii. Not more than a year old for inmates in full 
minimum housing units, such as Jones Farm; 

3. Have made a satisfactory overall correctional facility 
adjustment and be seen as not likely to pose a threat to 
the safety of the community; and 

4. Have completed Form 686-I Community Program 
Application. 

lOA:20-4.5 Eligibility criteria for halfway houses and 
substance abuse treatment programs 

( a) In addition to the general eligibility criteria in 
N.J.A.C. lOA:20-4.4, candidates for halfway houses and 
substance abuse treatment programs shall be within 18 
months of: 

20-3 

lOA:20-4.8 

1. An established parole date; 

2. An expiration of maximum sentence; 

3. An actual parole eligibility date established by the 
New Jersey State Parole Board; or 

4. An anticipated parole date, as established by the 
New Jersey State Parole Board, for inmates serving inde-
terminate sentences. 

Petition for Rulemaking. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 3108(a), 30 N.J.R. 3553(b). 
Amended by R.1999 d.427, effective December 6, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 2293(a), 31 N.J.R. 4060(a). 

In (a), inserted a reference to substance abuse treatment programs in 
the introductory paragraph. 

lOA:20-4.6 (Reserved) 
Repealed by R.1999 d.427, effective December 6, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 2293(a), 31 N.J.R. 4060(a). 

Section was "Eligibility criteria for Substance Abuse Treatment 
Programs". 

lOA:20-4.7 Exclusions from Residential Community 
Release Programs 

(a) The following circumstances may make an inmate 
ineligible for participation in Residential Community Re-
lease Agreement Programs: 

1. The provisions of any Statutes of the State of New 
Jersey (such as N.J.S.A. 30:4-91.3b ); 

2. A previous violation of the: 

i. Intensive Supervision Program (1.S.P.); 

ii. Intensive Supervision Surveillance Program 
(I.S.S.P.); 

iii. Electronic Monitoring/Home Confinement Pro-
gram; 

iv. Work Release Program; 

v. Furlough Program; or 

vi. Other Residential Community Release Agree-
ment Programs; and/or 

3. Detainers, open charges or sentences which preclude 
eligibility for full minimum custody status (see N.J.A.C. 
lOA:9). 

lOA:20-4.8 Inmate application and review by the 
Institutional Community Release Agreement 
Program Coordinator 

(a) An inmate interested in participating in a Residential 
Community Release Agreement Program shall complete 
and sign all sections of Form 686-I Community Program 
Application and submit it to the Institutional Community 
Release Agreement Program Coordinator for review. 

(b) The Institutional Community Release Agreement 
Program Coordinator shall explain to the inmate that the 
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inmate's signature on Form 686-1 merely signifies a willing-
ness to participate in a Residential Community Release 
Agreement Program and does not signify that the inmate 
has been approved for the Program. 

(c) The Institutional Community Release Agreement 
Program Coordinator, upon receipt of the application from 
the inmate, shall determine: 

1. That Form 686-1 is completely and accurately filled 
out; and 

2. That the inmate-applicant meets all the general eligi-
bility criteria established for inmate participation in the 
Residential Community Release Agreement Program. 

( d) If the inmate does not meet the eligibility criteria, the 
inmate shall be notified of the reason(s), in writing, by the 
Institutional Community Release Agreement Program Coor-
dinator. 

( e) If the inmate meets the eligibility criteria, the Institu-
tional Community Release Agreement Program Coordinator 
shall sign and submit Form 686-1 to the Institutional Classi-
fication Committee (1.C.C.) for review and final approval or 
disapproval. 

(f) The Bureau of Contract Administration shall select 
the program assignment for the inmate approved by the 
I.C.C. for participation in a Residential Community Release 
Agreement Program. 

lOA:20-4.9 Medical/dental/psychological review of 
applicants for Residential Community Release 
Agreement Programs 

(a) A complete review of an inmate's medical records 
shall be made by the health care provider when the inmate 
is being considered for placement in a Residential Commu-
nity Release Agreement Program. 

(b) The responsible health authority who is clinically 
responsible for the correctional facility medical department 
shall review an inmate's medical records and consider the 
following factors which include, but are not limited to: 

1. The employability of the inmate; 

2. The work limitations of the inmate, such as no food 
handling, light duty, no work around machinery; ' 

3. Medication(s), such as psychotropic and addictive 
medication; 

4. Chronic illness requiring frequent intervention, such 
as uncontrolled diabetes and unstable asthma; 

5. Impending surgery; and 

6. Any known medical restrictions relative to a specific 
program or placement communicated to the responsible 
health authority. 

CORRECTIONS 

(c) The responsible health authority who is clinically re-
sponsible for the dental department shall review. an inmate's 
dental records and consider all dental work in progress. 

( d) The medical and dental health authorities shall com-
plete MR-030 Community Release Medical Examination 
Form and submit the Form to the Institutional Community 
Release Agreement Program Coordinator who will forward 
Form MR-030 to the Institutional Classification Committee 
(1.C.C.). 

( e) If there are questions regarding the appropriateness 
of medically or dentally approving an inmate for partic-
ipation in a Residential Community Release Agreement 
Program, the medical and/or dental health authority shall 
contact the Office of Institutional Support Services 
(O.1.S.S), Health Service Unit, Director of Medical Services 
or Director of Dental Services, for assistance prior to send-
ing the completed Form MR-030 to the Institutional Com-
munity Release Agreement Program Coordinator. 

(f) When a psychological evaluation is more than six 
months old, the Director of Psychology of the correctional 
facility shall ensure that another evaluation of the inmate is 
conducted. The evaluation shall assess: 

1. The inmate's readiness and ability to adequately 
adapt to the pressures and responsibilities of living out-
side the correctional facility; and 

2. The stability of the inmate which takes into account: 

i. Any mental illness; and/or 

ii. Current use of psychotropic medications. 

(g) The Institutional Community Release Agreement 
Program Coordinator shall notify the Bureau of Contract 
Administration of any changes in the inmate applicant's 
medical condition that occur during the period of time 
between the completion of the medical review and the 
transfer of the inmate to the Program. 

lOA:20-4.10 Institutional Classification Committee's 
(I.C.C.) review and disposition 

(a) The Institutional Classification Committee (I.C.C.) 
shall have the authority to review the inmate's file, and may 
assign an inmate to a Residential Community Release 
Agreement Program after consideration of: 

1. The general eligibility criteria in N.J.A.C. 
lOA:20-4.4; 

2. The inmate's present and/or previous parole viola-
tion( s ); 

3. The inmate's previous failure in a Residential Com-
munity Release Agreement Program; and/or 

4. The decisionmaking criteria in NJ.AC. lOA:9-3.3. 
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