
Office of the Governor | This Week in New Jersey - 6.21.19

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/20190621f.shtml[12/6/2019 11:21:45 AM]

06/21/2019

OFFICIAL SITE OF THE STATE OF NEW

JERSEY

Translate 
Search 

Governor Phil Murphy

This Week in New Jersey - 6.21.19

 





Newark, N.J.


Back
to top


 
 
 
 
Home Administration Key Initiatives News and Events Social Contact Us 

https://translate.google.com/
https://search.state.nj.us/
https://search.state.nj.us/
https://twitter.com/FirstLadyNJ
https://twitter.com/FirstLadyNJ
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin
https://nj.gov/governor/admin
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives
https://nj.gov/governor/news
https://nj.gov/governor/news
https://nj.gov/governor/news
https://nj.gov/governor/social
https://nj.gov/governor/social
https://nj.gov/governor/contact
https://nj.gov/governor/contact


Office of the Governor | This Week in New Jersey - 6.21.19

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/20190621f.shtml[12/6/2019 11:21:45 AM]

GOVERNOR MURPHY ANNOUNCES ADOPTION OF RULES RETURNING NEW JERSEY TO
REGIONAL GREENHOUSE GAS INITIATIVE
Fulfilling his promise to restore New Jersey’s national leadership in the fight against climate change and sea-level rise,
Governor Phil Murphy announced that the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has formally
adopted two rules returning New Jersey to the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). New Jersey was a charter
member of RGGI before Governor Christie withdrew the state from the compact in 2012.

“Climate change and sea-level rise affect us all, and as a coastal state, New Jersey is especially vulnerable to the
impacts of global warming,” said Governor Murphy. “The reckless decision to pull out of the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative in 2012 cost the state millions of dollars in revenue that could have been used to put toward initiatives to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve the health of our residents. New Jersey has reemerged as a national
leader in fighting climate change and reentering the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative will propel us on a path to 100
percent clean energy by 2050.”

READ MORE

GOVERNOR MURPHY SIGNS “SAMI’S LAW” TO ENHANCE PROTECTIONS FOR RIDESHARE
PASSENGERS
Governor Phil Murphy signed legislation to enhance safety for rideshare passengers by requiring additional
identification for drivers. The bill’s passage and signing follows the tragic death of Samantha “Sami” Josephson, a
Robbinsville resident and student at the University of South Carolina, who mistakenly entered a car she thought was her
rideshare.

“Every day, thousands of rideshare passengers entrust drivers to get them to and from home, school, and work safely
and without delay,” said Governor Murphy. “Just one unscrupulous mind seeking to take advantage of those
passengers is one too many, and it is our responsibility to keep riders safe. Today, I am proud to stand beside the
Josephson family and legislative sponsors to enhance protections for New Jersey’s rideshare passengers, and ensure
that Samantha Josephson’s tragic death is not in vain.”

READ MORE

GOVERNOR
MURPHY
UNDERSCORES THE
NEED FOR
RESPONSIBLE
BUDGET PRACTICES
LACKING IN
LEGISLATURE’S
SPENDING BILL
With one week left to
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enact a constitutionally-
mandated balanced
budget, Governor Phil
Murphy was joined today
by the State Treasurer and
policy experts to
underscore the
importance of making
sure New Jersey’s budget
is bolstered by real revenue numbers and solid reserves to help weather an inevitable economic downturn.

“The budget I proposed is a forward-thinking, honest budget that has been embraced by policy experts because it
breaks from the bad habits of the past that led to a record 11 credit downgrades,” said Governor Murphy. “The budget
the Legislature has sent us is short-sighted, foregoing our rainy day fund deposit and leaning heavily on both
questionable and one-time funding sources instead of including reliable, recurring revenue. In the coming days, we will
be reviewing all of our options to make sure the budget we enact lives up to our original goal of protecting the middle
class through responsible and fair fiscal policies.” 

READ MORE

GOVERNOR
MURPHY
LAUNCHES
INNOVATION
SKILLS
ACCELERATOR
TRAINING
PROGRAM TO
PROMOTE
INNOVATION IN
GOVERNMENT
Governor Phil Murphy
announced the launch of
the New Jersey Innovation
Skills Accelerator - a free,
online program to train
public officials to leverage
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new technology and data
to drive innovation in their
day-to-day work and tap
into the intelligence and expertise of residents of the Garden State.

“Reclaiming New Jersey’s place as the state of innovation means that we must embrace a culture of innovation within
State government, leveraging new technology, better data, and more engagement with citizens to improve and enhance
our outcomes,” said Governor Murphy. "As government, we have an obligation to innovate in order to deliver services
and policies more effectively and efficiently in ways that improve the lives of residents in our state. We cannot tackle
21st century problems with 20th century government.”

“By training public servants in innovative ways of working, we can become more effective public problem solvers and
public entrepreneurs,” said Beth Simone Noveck, the State of New Jersey’s Chief Innovation Officer. “Our hope is that,
in due time, these efforts will create not just a more educated, informed, and modern government workforce, but also
one that constantly strives to improve government by learning and growing - a workforce that embraces an innovation
mindset.”

READ MORE
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NEW JERSEY BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AWARDS HISTORIC 1,100 MW OFFSHORE WIND
SOLICITATION TO ØRSTED’S OCEAN WIND PROJECT
The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) unanimously granted the state’s first award for offshore wind to
Ørsted’s Ocean Wind 1,100 MW project, giving the company the opportunity to build 1,100 MW of offshore wind in
federal waters. The 1,100 MW of offshore wind is expected to power roughly 500,000 New Jersey homes and generate
$1.17 billion in economic benefits, in addition to creating an estimated 15,000 jobs over the project life. 

The decision sets the record for the single largest award for offshore wind in the country to date and marks further
progress toward meeting the state’s goal of 3,500 MW of offshore wind by 2030, and Governor Phil Murphy’s vision of
100 percent clean energy for the state by 2050.

“Today’s historic announcement will revolutionize the offshore wind industry here in New Jersey and along the entire
East Coast,” said Governor Murphy. “Building our offshore wind industry will create thousands of jobs, invite new
investments into our state, and put us on a path to reaching our goal of 3,500 MW of offshore wind by 2030. This award
is a monumental step in making New Jersey a global leader in offshore wind development and deployment.” 

VIEW PHOTOS
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