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State of New Jersey

Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy and NJPBU President Fiordaliso
Tout Clean Energy Accomplishments at NJBPU
State of the Board

TRENTON – New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy and Joseph L. Fiordaliso, President of the New Jersey State Board of
Public Utilities, highlighted the NJBPU’s accomplishments of the past year during today’s 2019 State of the Board
address. In the last fifteen months, the NJBPU has made impressive strides in implementing the Governor’s clean
energy policies, including opening the largest single state solicitation for offshore wind, surpassing a milestone of
100,000 solar installations, and taking steps to make solar more accessible through a three-year pilot community
solar program. 

“As Governor, I have made future-focused energy policy, based on the transformation of New Jersey to a clean
energy economy, a top priority of my administration,” said Governor Phil Murphy. “Creating a path to clean and
renewable energy for New Jersey’s residents is critical in ensuring our state’s clean energy future and creating a
sustainable environment for future generations.”  
 
“We have accomplished an incredible amount over the last fifteen months, including protecting ratepayers,
strengthening utility infrastructure, and establishing the policies that will enable us to meet Governor Murphy’s goal
of 100 percent clean energy by 2050 – but we’re just getting started,” said President Fiordaliso. “Climate change is
already creating devastating damage in our state and beyond, so it’s imperative for us to continue to move forward
quickly on initiatives like offshore wind, solar, energy storage and a new Energy Master Plan to create a cleaner
environment for all New Jerseyans, now and in the future.” 
 
Highlights discussed during today’s event include:

Cutting Edge Wind Program: In September, the Board opened a solicitation for 1100 MW of offshore wind, the
largest single state solicitation to date. In December, the Board received bids from three developers. Board
staff is now in the process of reviewing the applications and expect to announce an award at the end of June. 
 
Exponential Solar Expansion: New Jersey surpassed 100,000 solar projects completed. More than 6,000 jobs
have been created in our state by the solar industry and the cost of service has been cut in half over the last
eight years. The Board also began taking applications on for three-year community solar pilot program,
which will enable those who have not had access to solar due to their location or economic circumstance to
have that access. Forty percent of the overall program capacity is being earmarked for low and moderate
income projects. 
 
Developing Energy Storage: Rutgers University will provide an energy storage analysis, which will also
consider whether implementation of renewable electric energy storage systems would promote the use of
electric vehicles in the state.  Growth of EV use would create a whole new industry in the state and have a
significant impact on carbon emissions in the transportation sector. 
 
Protecting Ratepayers: True to its primary mission of ensuring that safe, adequate, and proper utility services
are provided at reasonable rates to all members of the public, the NJBPU’s energy division last year was able
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to approve a total rate reduction of approximately $215 million for the State’s electric and gas companies. At
the same time, intervention by the Office of Cable Television has reduced customer-end costs when line
extensions were needed to provide service to rural areas. 
 
Strengthening Infrastructure: On the heels of several devastating storms, the NJBPU imposed thirty new
requirements on the utilities, including funding studies for the implementation of Town Center Micro grids,
which are designed to keep vital services, such as hospitals and fire stations, operating in case of issues with
the main power grid.

“In advance of the State of the BPU address, we would like to thank the NJ Board of Public Utilties for working
efficiently to advance the Governor’s clean energy agenda,” said Brandon Smithwood, Policy Director for the
Coaliton for Community Solar Access. “There is still work to be done, but the BPU has quickly stood up the
community solar pilot program which stands ready to increase access and provide clean, affordable, and equitable
solar energy across the state. We look forward to continuing to work with the Murphy administration to deliver a
strong community solar market that can be a mainstay in NJ’s growing clean energy economy.” 

“It has been a year of great action and accomplishment for the BPU and Governor Murphy," said Christer Af
Geijerstam, President if Equinor Wind US. “The Governor’s offshore wind energy plans will create the opportunity to
build a new industry in New Jersey while helping meet ambitious clean energy goals. Equinor is eager to partner
with Governor Murphy and the BPU and help New Jersey develop clean sources of energy and be part of building a
new workforce in the clean energy economy."

“Greenlots applauds Governor Murphy and the BPU on charting a clear path towards a lower carbon energy system
for New Jersey and we look forward to working together to support and accelerate the State’s commitment to
transportation electrification,” said Thomas Ashley, Vice President for Policy at Greenlots.

“We commend Governor Murphy, President Fiordaliso and members of the Board of Public Utilities for their work on
implementing an aggressive clean energy agenda. From helping to stabilize the solar market, to opening New
Jersey to community solar facilities, the Garden State is reclaiming its position as a solar leader. We look forward to
continued partnership with the BPU and the Governor to support clean energy policies that create jobs and help
bring the vast benefits of solar to more New Jersey residents," said Sean Gallagher, Vice President of State Affairs
at the Solar Energy Industries Association.
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