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PREFACE

THE PaPERs oF WiLLIAM LIVINGSTON was conceived as a bicentennial
project to expand and enrich the documentary sources of the American
revolutionary era. The editors have decided, with the encouragement
of the National Historical Publications and Records Commission, to
print several volumes of selected letters and official papers that
illustrate Livingston’s significance in the formative years of the state of
New Jersey and the United States. The documents begin in 1774 with
Livingston’s first involvement in New Jersey’s revolutionary politics
and conclude with his death in 1790, during his fourteenth term as
governor.

After September 1776, Livingston was chief executive of a state at
the center of military activity. As a writer, he was a major figure in the
propaganda war of the American Revolution. His speeches and
messages helped persuade the legislature to confront the problems of
war. In addition, he became the major hub in communications
between the less articulate citizens and their government. His
pseudonymous writings helped unite the people to continue their
struggle for independence. By meeting the challenges of invasion, civil
war, and economic dislocation that accompanied the birth of the new
nation and state, he successfully expanded his power as chief executive
and commander in chief of the militia.

With the passage of almost two centuries, Livingston’s personal and
official papers have become scattered. Many important letters and
documents have been lost through neglect, accident, and theft. Despite
these vexations, more than five thousand autograph letters, letterbook
drafts, executive messages, proclamations, and official orders have been
accessioned from sixty-five archives, libraries, and private collections in
twenty-two states and four foreign nations. A search of all extant
copies of New York City, Philadelphia, and New Jersey newspapers of
the revolutionary era has uncovered many new pseudonymous writ-
ings.

xiii



Xiv PREFACE

The decision to publish a selective printed edition has permitted a
flexible approach in the choice of documents. Routine communica-
tions from Livingston have either been summarized or omitted.
Livingston drafts of committee reports and resolutions of the Con-
tinental Congress have been printed. Only the earliest known copies of
military and civil commissions have been selected to illustrate Liv-
ingston’s administrative duties and constitutional powers. Many
depositions witnessed or signed by Livingston in the Council of Safety
have been published; Livingston’s commitment to severe treatment of
the disaffected may have resulted from his presence at these hearings.
To help establish the historical contexts of Livingston’s own papers,
selected letters and documents sent to him have been printed. Many of
these have been summarized—for example most of those from George
Washington—because they will eventually become available through
other publication projects. Appendix 2 contains a list of all extant
letters not printed; these items, as well as summarized correspondence
and unpublished commissions, will appear in a microform edition.

We have tried wherever possible to provide practical help to the
general reader. Aids in this volume include a discussion of editorial
method, an essay describing the first years of Livingston’s life in New
Jersey, a chronology, a brief introduction to each section, and a
biographical directory. Footnotes provide concise historical contexts
for the documents. We cite few secondary sources and generally avoid
historiographical discussion.
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EDITORIAL METHOD

POSITION

Documents appear in chronological order when their dates are
certain. They appear where they are contextually appropriate when
their dates are uncertain. Documents with the same date appear in
alphabetical order according to the last names of Livingston’s cor-
respondents, except when some other placement is historically more
appropriate.

SELECTION AMONG MULTIPLE VERSIONS

When multiple copies of a manuscript exist, the following priority
system determines which version is to be published: (1) autograph
letters or other documents, (2) broadsides, (3) contemporary news-
papers, (4) drafts, (5) letterbook copies, (6) later printed copies.
Significant deviations among the versions are noted, but minor
variations are not.

REPRODUCTION OF TEXT

The place and date appear at the top right of each document, no
matter where they appear on the manuscript. If they do not appear on
the manuscript but derive from its cover or from editorial research,
they are placed in brackets. Editorially supplied place-names for these
documents and for all summaries receive the spellings most frequently
employed by Livingston and his correspondents. Peculiarities of
capitalization and spelling are retained throughout, except that each
sentence begins with a capital letter. When we cannot tell whether a
capital 1s intended, we employ modern usage. Missing or in-
decipherable words are represented by ellipsis points enclosed in
square brackets. Missing letters in a word, when known, are silently
inserted. Missing letters or words for which there is a firm or
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XX EDITORIAL METHOD

reasonable conjecture appear in square brackets. Missing letters or
words which we can reasonably surmise, though without firm
evidence, also appear in square brackets, followed by a question mark.
Portions of the document not in the hand of the author or scribe are
placed in angle brackets < >. Strikeouts by the writer which indicate
changes of thought or offer insight into the development of ideas are
presented verbatim in footnotes. Inconsequential deletions, common
in Livingston’s drafts, are not noted. Interlineations and insertions
have been silently placed in the text. Obvious errors, such as the
repetition of a word, have been silently corrected. Superscript words
or letters have been lowered to the line of print. The complimentary
close runs continuously with the last line of the text. Original
punctuation has been retained, except for certain dashes; those that
end sentences have been replaced by periods, and those that are slips
of the pen have been silently removed. Abbreviations still in usage
have been retained, with the appropriate punctuation inserted where
necessary. Archaic abbreviations and symbols that are clearly not
individual peculiarities have been expanded. The ampersand has been
retained, except in the form “&c,” which has been expanded to “‘etc.”
Contractions of proper names and places remain.

ANNOTATION

Each document or summary is followed by an unnumbered note
containing (1) the description of the document, (2) the Library of
Congress symbol identifying the repository, (3) a note on the physical
condition of the document, if significant, (4) the name of the scribe,
other than the correspondent, if known. The word *‘see” is used to cite
documents that may be found in one of the volumes of this edition.
Livingston documents otherwise referred to are identified by source or
repository and will eventually appear in a microform edition. Defini-
tions of legal terms, unless otherwise cited, are from Henry Campbell
Black, Black’s Law Dictionary: Definition of the Terms and Phrases of
American and English Jurisprudence, Ancient and Modern, 4th ed. rev.
(St. Paul, Minn., 1968). Military terms are defined in accordance with
William Duane, A Military Dictionary (Philadelphia, 1810). Other
archaic definitions, unless otherwise cited, are from The Compact
Edition of the Oxford English Dictionary, 2 vols. (New York, 1971).
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January 24
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August 31
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November 25

December 30

1774

Named to Essex County Committee of
Correspondence by county-wide meet-

ing.

Appointed to First Continental Con-
gress by Provincial committees of cor-
respondence.

Attended First Continental Congress at
Philadelphia.

1775

Appointed to Second Continental Con-
gress by New Jersey Assembly.

Attended Second Continental Congress
at Philadelphia.

Appointed brigadier general of militia
by New Jersey Provincial Congress.

1776

On active militia duty at Elizabeth-
town.

Elected governor by Joint Meeting of
New Jersey Legislature.

Met with legislature at Princeton.
Met with legislature at Burlington.

Ordered New Jersey militia to march
toward Newark to aid Washington’s
army.

Reported to be out of the state.
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1777

January [14]-20 At Morristown.

January 22-24 Met with legislature at Pittstown.

January 29-March 18 Met with legislature at Haddonfield.

February 18 “The Impartial Chronicle” published
as part of Pa. Packet.

March 18-19 Met with Council of Safety at Haddon-
field.
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INTRODUCTION

William Livingston:
From New York to New Jersey

ON ApriL 13, 1772, the New-York Gazette: or, Weekly Post-Boy carried
an announcement of the removal of William Livingston from New
York City to Elizabethtown, New Jersey.* In turning over the bulk of
his unfinished New York legal business to James Linn, his son-in-law,
Livingston severed his ties with a province in which he had been a
prominent attorney and political figure for over a quarter century. He
had received a thorough education at Yale and completed his legal
apprenticeship in the law offices of James Alexander and William
Smith. He had become the legal counselor to his father, Philip, his
brothers, Robert, Peter, Philip, and John, and various other members
of the vast Livingston kinship network. He had been involved for
many years in recovering debts, drawing up wills, and revising New
York’s statutes. A man of varying interests, he probably did not fully
regret leaving the bar and the courts. As the major biographer of his
New York years has noted: “‘He shifted frequently from one absorbing
passion to another, never able to project his energies for long in a
single direction.”! Livingston’s peripatetic inquisitiveness accounts in
part for his ease in adjusting at the age of forty-nine to the life of a
reflective country squire after the tumultuous political life of New
York.

William Livingston was son of the second lord of Livingston Manor.
As befit an important member of a notable family, he assumed a major
role in the life of the colony of New York. His imprint on the politics,
society, and culture of that colony is best discovered in his writings
spanning thirty years there. He was a prolific writer constantly
embroiled in political and religious controversy and frequently critical

*Asterisks denote documents that can be found in Appendix 1.



4 INTRODUCTION

of New York society and of British colonial policies. He applied
himself intellectually to fashion a model of British culture in the New
World. He was deeply influenced by the English Whig tradition. His
essays in the Independent Reflector emulated Addison and Steele’s
Spectator and descended ideologically from John Trenchard and
Thomas Gordon’s Independent Whig. In his anonymous and pseudon-
ymous writings as ‘“The American Whig,” “The Sentinel,” and “The
Watch-Tower,” Livingston commented on social customs as well
as political and religious issues of the day. His satiric essays brought
him an intercolonial reputation as a pungent and articulate polemicist.
In politics, Livingston usually operated as a factional leader rather
than an elected official. He sat in the New York Assembly for two
years, but only as representative from the pocket borough of Liv-
ingston Manor. The protracted political battles between the faction led
by Livingston, John Morin Scott, and William Smith, Jr., and that of
the De Lancey family and its lieutenants had been the major political
theme in the province of New York for decades. Livingston and his
supporters controlled the New York Assembly from 1758 to 1768.
The “New York Triumvirate,” as Livingston, Scott, and Smith were
known, took part in a movement opposing the charter of King's
College (now Columbia University) and the expansion of Anglican
influence in church and state.? Livingston’s rise as a political leader
received its greatest impetus from his vociferous defense of American
religious liberties. As a Presbyterian defender of American religious
pluralism, he became well known through his newspaper essays,
which contained rhetorical appeals to the dissenters in the colony.
The Stamp Act crisis in 1765 altered traditional political alignments
and impelled Livingston to shift from the stance of colonial radical to
that of revolutionary moderate. He criticized the stamp tax as an
attack on the colonists’ constitutional rights. But he did not condone
the tactics of the New York Sons of Liberty, who reacted with
violence, for he recognized that extralegal protest by the common
people, led and encouraged by members of the political and mercantile
elite, had socially unsettling tendencies. His moderate attitude met
with disfavor from both conservatives and radicals. In the election of
1768, the De Lancey faction gained a decisive edge by superficially
supporting the Sons of Liberty and subscribing to the antilawyer
sentiment of the radicals. Livingston’s writings linking British taxation
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and trade measures with the subtle encroachment of the Anglican
hierarchy upon the religious liberties of the colony were widely
known but no longer politically central.

Although he lost some political power because of the crisis,
Livingston remained an influential writer and political figure in the
colony. When the radical and moderate Presbyterians reconciled their
differences in 1771, it seemed as if there would be a revival of
Livingston supremacy in New York politics. However, the growing
competition among New York lawyers for clients, as well as the
economic dislocations caused by imperial trade policies and colonial
boycotts, cut into Livingston’s legal practice.> We do not know all his
reasons for withdrawing from the New York political scene, but he
had often stated his desire to retire to a “solitary and philosophic
retreat.”” In 1772 he decided to devote himself to the quiet enjoyment
of family, friends, and books at his country estate in Elizabethtown.

The move to New Jersey culminated years of planning. Most of
Livingston’s Elizabethtown estate had been formed by purchase from
Jonathan Crane, who had acquired part of the home plantation of
Charles Townley in 1760. The deed to Crane from Townley’s
executors noted that ‘Livingston already owned some neighboring
land. Livingston purchased additional tracts after 1762, and by 1772
he held 114 acres of cleared land, home lot, woods, and salt meadows
in Elizabethtown.* He had imported and planted fruit trees as early as
17625 Through inheritance and purchase during the same years he
also became the owner and landlord of tracts totaling 924 acres in
Sussex, Morris, and Bergen counties.

The relocation of his family proceeded gradually. Through the
1760s he had spent a good deal of time in Elizabethtown attending
court, inspecting his crops, and dealing with local merchants and
craftsmen. In 1770 he had become a frequent boarder at Matthias
Allen’s tavern near his farm. Receipts from local shopkeepers dated at
Elizabethtown appear with great frequency thereafter. Although he
paid rent for his New York home until May 1, 1772, he had already
moved his family to an Elizabethtown house owned by Jacob
De Hart.”

In a letter of December 9, 1772, to Paparel Bloodgood, Livingston
outlined his plans for the house. He appointed Bloodgood, a master
artisan of New York, to help design it and to acquire materials and hire
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workers. The house was to be modeled after the mansions of several
of his former associates in New York City.* Livingston’s papers from
1772 to 1774 are filled with accounts for construction and masonry
work. ““‘Liberty Hall” had been completed by April 1774. The first
floor contained five rooms, including a library with hundreds of legal,
literary, and philosophic works. The second floor had six bedrooms.
There was an attic above. A stone basement was used for cooking and
storage.8 After two years in New Jersey, William Livingston had a
comfortable dwelling suited to the pastoral life he so much wanted.

Few letters have survived to document the first two years of
William Livingston’s life in New Jersey. Fragmentary glimpses show
him occupied with the mundane activities of supervising and supply-
ing a country estate. Letters to David Clarkson in New York City
concern family business and lesser matters, such as supplies of fresh
fish. Correspondence with Whitehead Hicks deals with the lingering
details of his legal and financial affairs in New York.? Other letters
show that his new home was becoming a center for the social life of
Elizabethtown.!® Even the vexations of having a neighbor’s animals
trespass upon his land or servants such as Henry Insley allegedly pilfer
his silverware* were acceptable inconveniences compared to the
political turmoil of life in urban New York. He confided to Noah
Welles: “I begin to grow a lazy old fellow.”!!

It is uncertain whether William Livingston intended to resume his
legal career after an interlude of retirement and rest. William
Willcocks, his former clerk, wrote to him in 1773, “You told me but
a few days before you left New York, that you would not advise, or
insist upon my going along, because it would be to my Disadvantage
as you could not reasonably expect much practice for the first year or
two of your Residence in that Province.”’'? Aside from this comment,
however, all evidence suggests that the move to New Jersey marked
the virtual end of Livingston’s active pursuit of legal business. His last
cases before the Supreme Court of New York were heard in the
January term of 1772.13 It is clear that he had little interest in traveling
the New Jersey circuits, for between 1772 and 1776 he traveled to
Amboy and Burlington to appear in only six cases before the New
Jersey Supreme Court, and he filed only two bills in chancery;
furthermore, he relinquished his interest in several of the six cases
before judgment had been reached, and by April 1775 he remained
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active in only one of them.!* In contrast, between 1759 and 1763 he
had handled an average of 137 cases a year.!> The view that he wanted
to disengage himself from all but the few cases that involved close
friends and family is reinforced by the absence of any evidence that he
practiced in his home county of Essex between 1772 and 1776.'¢ In
the remaining years of his life, he made only infrequent use of his legal
training and his decades of experience in court.

Livingston may have led a life of rural contentment when he first
moved to New Jersey, but he was not retreating into obscurity. He
was already well known and respected there as a political figure and
writer. He had become a licensed attorney in the colony in 1755 and
had frequently visited its provincial courts thereafter. The College of
New Jersey had asked him to deliver the eulogy on the death of its
president, Aaron Burr, Sr., in 1757. He had long been acquainted with
the confusing political and legal problems caused by the prolonged
clash between townspeople and proprietors of East New Jersey.!” He
had served as a lawyer for the people of Elizabethtown in opposition
to the proprietors, and as early as 1752 he had helped them compose
their answer to a bill in chancery.!® In another case, he had represented
the proprietors in a legal struggle with their tenants on the disputed
New York border.!®

In recognition of his prominence in Presbyterian circles, he had
been appointed a trustee of the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in
1768, and the student newspaper had been named the “‘American
Whig”" in his honor. In 1771 he had been a founding member of the
“New Jersey Society for the better Support of the Widows and
Education of the Children of deceased Presbyterian Ministers . ..."2°
His reputation for articulate leadership and his connections with many
New Jersey families of wealth and power assured that he would not
long remain inactive in his adopted colony.?!

Despite ties of institutions, family, and friends, the move to New
Jersey placed the Livingstons in a new environment. Some elements of
life in New Jersey were familiar: the ethnic and denominational
heterogeneity of the colony resembled the crazy-quilt pattern of
Dutch, German, Quaker, New England, and Huguenot settlements in
the colony of New York. However, New Jersey politics bore only
slight resemblance to the factional strife of New York. Political
behavior was conditioned by the traditional cleavage between the
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eastern and western sections of the colony. The line that bisected maps
of the colony reflected a real division that was based on patterns of
settlement, religion, and ethnic background. In rural West Jersey,
Anglicans and Quakers from England were under the cultural and
economic domination of Philadelphia; in the more populous town
society of the eastern section, New England Presbyterians, Quakers,
Baptists, Scotch-Irish, and Dutch were tied by culture and commerce
to the port of New York.?? A leading scholar of provincial politics
has characterized the political scene as “fluid, unstructured and
localized.”’23

The reaction to the early clashes over taxation and parliamentary
power was far less severe in New Jersey than in New York. Protesting
against the Stamp Act, citizens of New Brunswick burned an effigy of
Robert Ogden, an unpopular colonial official, on October 29, 1765—
tame behavior compared to the riots in New York City in the
following month. New Jersey reacted moderately to the Townshend
duties as well, and the boycott did not create such deep division there
as in New York. Since no newspaper was published in New Jersey,
specific local issues were not aired in detail. In addition, the develop-
ment of pre-Revolutionary mob violence was retarded in New Jersey
because the colony had poor communication and transportation, a
relatively small professional and mercantile group, and a scattered
rural population.

When Livingston arrived in New Jersey, intercolonial protest was in
a lull; most of the “Townshend duties” had been repealed in 1770,
and the Tea Act would not be passed until 1773. The New Jersey
Legislature was largely unconcerned with imperial matters, though it
was embroiled in a dispute over the robbery of the treasury of East
Jersey. The controversy had great implications for the authority of
royal government and the constitutional power of the lower house;
in addition, it brought William Livingston back into the political
arena.2*

On the evening of July 21, 1768, more than £6,500 in proclamation
money had been stolen from a chest in the home of Stephen Skinner,
the treasurer of the Eastern Division of New Jersey, in Perth Amboy.
Depositions from Skinner and his apprentice provided an explanation
for the theft that the governor and his council considered satisfactory,
though the New Jersey Assembly requested that thereafter the
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treasurers of the eastern and western sections post bonds of £10,000
for security. Skinner and Samuel Smith, the West Jersey treasurer,
voluntarily complied. In October 1770 the assembly demanded that
Stephen Skinner repay the sum taken from his home and reprimanded
him for the lack of security that had permitted the robbery. The
assembly rejected a petition from Skinner for relief in 1772, and on
September 18 of that year it demanded that Gov. William Franklin
relieve him of his duties. Franklin refused to do so, and the Legislative
Council firmly supported him. The acrimony between the executive
and the lower house ended temporarily when Franklin prorogued the
legislature on September 26, 1772.

Livingston became involved in the controversy after the abrupt
ending of the sitting. The details are unclear, but at this point some
members of the assembly may have requested Livingston’s advice on
the treasury matter. He then wrote an opinion dealing with the legal
precedent for bringing the treasurer to account, the validity of the
bond that Skinner had taken, the course of legal action available to the
assembly, and the suitability of a trial by the freeholders of New
Jersey.* Historians have inferred that this was a quasi-official legislative
activity, but only Livingston’s answer has survived as evidence.?> The
prolonged conflict not only widened the breach between Governor
Franklin and the assembly, it also reawakened Livingston’s political
consciousness.2 In a letter to one of his New York friends on March
7, 1774,27 Livingston displayed his grasp of New Jersey politics with
a satire on the treasury imbroglio in the form of a mock dialogue
between Governor Franklin and the assembly.*

The dumping of tea in Boston harbor and the passage of the
“Intolerable Acts’ were the first of a sequence of events in New Jersey
that drew Livingston back into politics. His reaction to the heighten-
ing of the imperial crisis at this point is not documented. However,
James Kinsey, leader of the resistance movement in the assembly,
suggested in a letter to Elias Boudinot that they try to draw Livingston
into a public stance: “What does Mr. L think of the present
Affair? Cannot he give Us some Sentiments. Will it be too free to tell
him from Me that the little trifling disputes of the Colony of N York
were Capable of Rousing him and thus I think the present times shoud
—and that it is his duty. If I had the same Abilities I should hold
myself inexcusable.”?® Neither letters from Livingston nor pseudon-
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ymous essays attributable to him clarify his ideological views or the
depth of his commitment to intercolonial resistance at the start of
1774. Since he had advocated the liberties of American colonials
throughout the previous decade, it is reasonable to assume that he was
not reluctant to support American resistance, only passive in doing so.

The citizens of New Jersey reacted to the closing of Boston Port in
June 1774 at the grassroots level, indicating the absence of structured
leadership in the pre-Revolutionary resistance movement. Because of
his stature Livingston was inevitably drawn into the movement to help
fill that leadership vacuum. Mass meetings and the formation of local,
county, and colony-wide committees of correspondence thrust the
squire of “Liberty Hall” back into the political arena. He and his
friends in Elizabethtown, Elias Boudinot, Stephen Crane, William
Peartree Smith, and John De Hart, became the bulwark of Whig
leadership in the colony. The transition from New York lawyer to
landed gentleman was halted by the call to leadership.

NOTES

1. Milton M. Klein, “The American Whig: William Livingston of New York”
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Delegate to the Continental Congress
June 11, 1774-June 27, 1776

IN EARLY June 1774 the people of Elizabethtown called on William
Livingston to represent them at county and provincial meetings; the
provincial committee of correspondence appointed him a delegate to
the First Continental Congress in Philadelphia at the end of the month.
His personal views on the appropriate response to British oppression
are unknown, for he was not the author of any resolve or statement on
imperial matters. During his attendance, he cemented working rela-
tionships and political bonds with fellow delegates, with principal
figures in the New Jersey Provincial Congress, and with New Jersey
leaders in the new Continental army.

His political involvement increased as the tempo of political
rebellion quickened in New Jersey. Livingston took a seat in the
Second Continental Congress in May 1775, just a few weeks after
hostilities had broken out in Massachusetts. The first meeting of the
Provincial Congress also convened in May 1775, and that body
quickly affirmed its position as an extralegal government by arrogating
the power to tax and raise militia units. At Philadelphia Livingston
once again took up committee assignments. He served on committees
that helped draft an “Address to the People of Ireland” in June and a
“Declaration on Taking Arms” in July.

During 1775 he took charge of communication between the
Continental Congress and his colony. Through this activity he became
ever more closely involved with New Jersey political and military
leaders. He served on two key committees of Congress meanwhile;
one of these appointed Continental army officers from all the colonies,
and the other processed British prisoners from the Canadian assault—
some of whom were confined in New Jersey. In both matters he spoke
for his colony. On other committees he drafted responses to letters

15
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from generals in the field and investigated counterfeiting of Continen-
tal currency. Twice he left Philadelphia to assume active command of
New Jersey militia units defending New York City and its hinterland.
In a draft congressional proclamation of March 1776, Livingston
urged the colonies to “preserve and strengthen their Union”; this
document may be a sign that his commitment to American self-
government was growing during this period. He never had the chance
to sign the Declaration of Independence, however, for he left
Philadelphia and the Congress early in June 1776 to assume his
responsibilities as brigadier general of the New Jersey militia.

Essex County Resolutions
[Newark, June 11, 1774]!

At a meeting of the freeholders & Inhabitants of the County of Essex
in the Province of New Jersey at New Ark in said County on Saturday
the 11th June 1774.2

The Meeting was opened by unanimously choosing Stephen Crane
Esq. Moderator & Elisha Boudinot Esq. Clerk of the present Meeting.

The design of assembling together at this time, being opened & the
Boston Port Bill read with some Letters & Resolves of the neighbouring
Colonies, in order that the members of this assembly might be fully
possessed of every Argument on both sides the Question, It was then
unanimously voted.

That every Gentlemen present be desired freely to express his
Sentiments on the present Occasion, and that while so doing with
Candor & decency, he shall receive the full protection of this Assembly.

After which some time being spent in explaining & inculcating the
necessity of assisting our Sister Colonies on this alarming occasion & in
hearing the subject fully debated, the following were unanimously
resolved as the opinion & resolutions of this County; each Resolution
being twice read & explained, and as often voted by different Modes of
taking the Votes.

The Providence of God having Cast our Lot in a Land of Light &
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Liberty, when, late within a few Years past, we enjoyed perfect
tranquility under a most wise & gentle Government, Brittain consider-
ing the happiness of America as inseperably connected with her own;
and America looking up to Brittain as a dutiful Child to an affectionate
Parent for defence & protection. Thus Circumstanced, under the best
Constitution, the [uncalcuable] priviledges of Englishmen have not
only been handed down to us, but committed to our Care &
improvement, as well for our own, as the felicity of our remotest
posterity. We would therefore be unworthy the descendents from
those glorious Characters, which dignified the British Name, by the
noblest opposition against the Efforts of Tyranny & oppression—
Unworthy of Ancestors who thro’ fields of Blood acquired, established
& confirmed the rational plan of British Government, should we at any
time, continue silent & unmoved at the approach of Oppressive &
despotic Power, altho’ for the present, we may be at some remove
from its immediate operation. After so many Years experience of the
happiness we have enjoyed in the rational & filial dependance on the
Crown of Great Britain whose Constitution, we must ever revere with
an ardor & affection too great for utterance, we behold with the most
sensible regret & mortification, the success of our inveterate Enemy, in
sapping that solid basis of our political Freedoms—a basis which we
fondly hoped would have been Coexistant with humanity. With
horror & astonishment we have lately beheld America (not withstand-
ing all the interchange of [Kindness] so often mutually experienced
between her & her Parent State) most unreasonably & injuriously de-
prived of her original Priviledges & Immunities; Her powers of [de-
struct] Legislation & taxation under the immediate Controul of the
Crown & its Governors, invaded & destroyed—her Trade &
Navigation not only limited, so as to be mutually useful; but a power
claimed & actually exerted of totally preventing & abolishing the same.
And finally, in our Apprehension of the long dreaded Era, too fast
advancing, which has so often been fortold by the ablest political
Writers, as the only possible source of destruction to the British Spirit
& Constitution—*"an Era when the Legislative power shall become
more Corrupt than the Executive.”” Under these trying Circumstances,
the late extraordinary & unprecedented acts of Parliment for blocking
up the port of Boston & regulating the government of the Massachusetts
Bay, not only engaged our most affectionate Sympathy for the cruel
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treatment of our Brethren in that Town & Province but must alarm
every thinking Englishman with the horrid destruction to himself &
posterity, that seems advancing with such monstrous strides in so
dangerous a Precedent. Therefore we the Freeholders Inhabitants of
the County of Essex do take this Opportunity to bear our Testimony
against every attempt for establishing a mode of internal Taxation
contrary to the established & constitutional Usage of being taxed by our
own provincial Assemblies; as well as to convince our Brethren of the
Town of Boston, that we consider their Cause as a Common Cause,
and are ready to Join them in every lawful & constitutional measure for
Redress & Relief. Wherefore we do unanimously & cheerfully Resolve
and Agree

Ist. That, under the enjoyment of our original priviledges &
Immunities, we heretofore have, now do and ever hereafter most
heartily rejoyce in rendering all due obedience to the Crown of Great
Britain, as well as full faith & Allegiance to his most gracious Majesty
King George the third, and do esteem such firm dependence on the
Mother Country, the essential means of political security and happi-
ness.

2d. That the late acts of Parliament relative to Boston, which so
absolutely destroy every Idea of Confidence & Safety appear to this
assembly big with the most dangerous & alarming Consequences,
especially as subverting that dependence, which we would earnestly
wish to continue as our Guard & Protection. And we concieve that every
well wisher to Great Britain & her Colonies, is now loudly called upon
to exert his utmost abilities for promoting every legal & prudential
measure towards obtaining a repeal of the said acts of Parliament, as
well as those which have been passed for the express purpose of raising
a Revenue in America.

3d. That it is our opinion, that it would conduce to the Restoration
of the liberties of America & prevent any future unconstitutional
attempts against them, for the Colonies to enter into a joint agreement
not to purchase or use any british Manufactures, and particularly any
Commodities imported from the East Indies, under such Restrictions
as may be agreed upon by a general Congress of the Colonies hereafter
to be appointed.

4: That this Body will readily & chearfully join their Brethren of the
other Counties in this Province in promoting an immediate general
Congress of Deputies to be sent from each of the Colonies, in order to
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form a general plan of union, so that the measures pursued for the
important End in View, may be constitutional, uniform & firm. Which
when concluded upon, we do pledge our faith & Veracity to adhere to
& promote with all our powers—and for this purpose are ready to send
a Committee (to meet those from the other Counties) at such time &
place as may be agreed upon, in order to choose proper persons to
represent this Province at the said general Congress.

§5: That we do hereby request the other Counties in the Province
speedily to meet together & consider the present distressing State of our
public affairs, & communicate their Sentiments on the occasion, to our
Committee now to be appointed for that purpose, who are hereby
authorized & impowered to meet & transact business with the several
Committees of the other Counties, which may be appointed & with the
Committees of any other Province. The said Committee is also
impowered to meet with the said County Committees and to
nominate & appoint Delegates to represent this Province in general
Congress.?

6: We do hereby unanimously request the following Gentlemen to
accept the said Trust, and accordingly do appoint them or any five of
them our Committee for the purposes aforesaid, viz. Stephen Crane,
Henry Garrison, Joseph Riggs, William Livingston, William Peartree
Smith, John D Hart, John Chetwood, Isaac Ogden & FElias Boudinot
Esquires.

7: That the Minutes of this Meeting be given to the Chairman and
that these Resolves be printed in the public News Papers.*

ADf, NjP. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. In a notice in the New-York Journal; or, the General Advertiser of June 9, Isaac
Ogden and John De Hart had called on Essex County inhabitants to meet at the
courthouse at Newark on June 11.

2. On February 8, 1774, in response to a suggestion from the speaker of the
Virginia House of Burgesses, the New Jersey General Assembly had formed a
committee of nine members to correspond with other colonies. Virginia had
established a committee of correspondence on March 19, 1773, but New Jersey had
taken no action as a colony until after a series of events which included the Tea Act
of May 10, 1773, the Boston Tea Party of December 16, 1773, and the symbolic
burning of tea in January 1774 by the students of the College of New Jersey.

On May 13, 1774, the Boston Committee of Correspondence had written to ask the
committee of correspondence of the New Jersey General Assembly for support,
enclosing a copy of the act of March 31 with which Parliament had closed Boston
Harbor to commercial shipping. The committee, meeting May 31-June 1 at New
Brunswick, had expressed concern, pledged support to the Boston committee, and
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requested that the governor call a meeting of the General Assembly. Spontaneous
town and county meetings and protests had then taken place throughout New Jersey.
On June 6 freeholders and inhabitants of Lower Freehold in Monmouth County had
met and formed the first local committee of correspondence in the colony.

3. A general meeting of county committees of correspondence took place in New
Brunswick July 21-23, 1774.

4. These resolutions have been ascribed to WL by Edwin F. Hatfield, History of
Elizabeth, New Jersey; Including The Early History of Union County (New York, 1868),
410. There are no copies in the hand of WL, and there is no compelling stylistic
evidence either to confirm or refute Hatfield’s claim.

Resolve of the New Brunswick Convention

[New Brunswick], July 23, 1774. Representatives of the county
committees meeting at New Brunswick resolve to appoint WL, James
Kinsey, John De Hart, Stephen Crane, and Richard Smith as deputies
to attend a general congress of the American colonies.'

JCC, 1:19-20.

1. The seventy-two representatives of the county committees of correspondence
who met at New Brunswick promulgated seven “sentiments and Resolutions” in
addition to the appointments. They agreed to establish a relief effort for the people of
Boston and recommended an intercolonial nonimportation boycott. It was the duty of
all inhabitants “‘to procure redress for their oppressed countrymen, now suffering in
the common cause,” and to work *‘for the re-establishment of the constitutional rights
of America on a solid and permanent foundation” (Larry R. Gerlach, ed., New Jersey
in the American Revolution, 1763-1783: A Documentary History [Trenton, 1975],
76-77; Prov. Congress, 25-27).

To the Connecticut Committee of Correspondence and
Enquiry
Elizabeth Town July 25th 1774

Gentlemen,

Pursuant to an Order of the Committees of the several Counties of
the Colony of New Jersey convened at New Brunswick, We have the
Honour to acquaint you, that they have appointed us Delegates to
represent this Province in the General Congress, and that we are
ordered to attend the same at the City of Philadelphia on the first of
September next, or at such other Time and Place, as may be agreed
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upon; You will be pleased to inform the Delegates of your Colony
thereof,' and let any Letters intended for us be directed to Stephen
Crane Esq: at Eliza: Town; Sincerely wishing the Congress may be
productive of the important End proposed, We are, Gentlemen, your
most obedient humble Servants

Joun DE Harr for himself and
STEPHEN CRANE

JamMEs KINSEY

WiLLIAM LivINGsTON &

Ricuarp Smith the other Delegates

D, CtHi. Another copy was sent to Virginia and recorded in the minutes of the
Virginia Committee of Correspondence (Vi). Other colonies with active committees of
correspondence were probably sent similar letters.

1. On July 13, 1774, the Connecticut Committee of Correspondence and Enquiry
(a standing committee appointed on May 21, 1773, by the Connecticut House of
Representatives) had named delegates to the Congress at Philadelphia. For the names
of the members of that committee and of the delegates it appointed, refer to Charles
J. Hoadly and J. Hammond Trumbull, eds., The Public Records of the Colomy of
Connecticut (Hartford, 1850-1890), 14:156, 324.

To the Freeholders of Essex County
County of Essex, Nov. 28, 1774.

To the Freeholders of the County of Essex, in the Province of New-
Jersey, qualified to Vote for Representatives in the Legislature.

(GENTLEMEN,

THE zeal you have hitherto manifested in support of the constitu-
tional liberties of our country, will unquestionably prompt you to
carry into execution, with firmness and unanimity, the wise and
prudent resolutions, lately entered into by the delegates of this
continent in General Congress.! In the eleventh article of the Associa-
TiIoN formed in behalf of themselves and their constituents, it was
agreed—*"That a committee be chosen in every county, city and town,
by those who are qualified to vote for representatives in the
legislature; whose business it shall be, to observe the conduct of all
persons, touching the said association.”” We, your committee of
correspondence, cannot in the least doubt your ready and immediate
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compliance with the article: For as the salutary effects to arise from
this association, must, under God, depend upon the fidelity of
individuals, in carrying it precisely into execution; so should any
inhabitant of this colony, be found so lost to a sense of public virtue,
as to violate the same in any instance, such person, pursuant to the said
article, may by your committees ‘be held up to public notice, as
unfriendly to the liberties of his country, and all dealings with him, or
her, be thenceforward broken off.’2—We have therefore thought fit to
recommend to you, that for the more extensive observation of the
conduct of individuals, committees be chosen for each of the three
precincts, into which the county is divided, viz. Elizabeth Town,
Newark, and Achquakanung. And we do hereby give notice to, and
request the Freeholders of the respective precincts to convene for that
purpose, as follows—For the borough of Elizabeth, at the Court
House in Elizabeth Town, on Tuesday the 6th day of December next,
at 2 o’clock P.M.3>—For Newark, at the Court House in Newark, on
Wednesday the 7th day of December;—and for Achquakanung, on
Monday the 12th day of December, at the bridge, opposite the house
of Timothy Day. And we do also recommend to you, that ten at least
of the most reputable inhabitants, for Achquakanung; fifteen for
Newark and twenty for Elizabeth Town, be elected for the above
purpose.

As delegates from the several colonies are again to be appointed, to
meet at Philadelphia on the tenth day of May next,* it will be farther
expedient, that the inhabitants make choice of a NEW COMMITTEE OF
CORRESPONDENCE; with power to instruct the representatives for this
county, when convened in General Assembly, to join in the appoint-
ment of Delegates for the colony, to meet in the said Congress: But if
the said General Assembly shall not appoint delegates for that purpose,
by the first day of April next, then the said committee of correspon-
dence, to meet with the several county-committees of this colony, and
appoint the said delegates, at such time and place, as shall be agreed
upon by the said committees.

STEPHEN CRANE, ELias BoubpiNor,
Joun DE Harr, Jo. RiGas, jun.

WILLIAM LIVINGSTON, Joun CHETWOOD,
Isaac OGDEN, HENRY GERRITS.

W.P. SMITH,
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N.Y. Gazette & Weekly Mercury, December 5, 1774.

1. WL had arrived in Philadelphia by September 1, 1774, to serve as a delegate to
the First Continental Congress (John Adams Diary, September 1, 1774, in Burnett,
Letters, 1:2).

Congress had convened on September 5. On September 7 WL had been appointed
to the committee delegated to draft a statement on the rights of the colonies, the in-
fringement of those rights, and the most proper means of restoring them (JCC, 1:27-
29; Propositions Before Committee on Rights [September 7-22, 1774}, in Burnett,
Letters, 1:38-44). A report by the committee had been made on September 22 and
deferred until September 24 (JCC, 1:42). On October 11 a committee of WL, Richard
Henry Lee, and John Jay had been appointed to prepare two addresses, one to the
people of Great Britain and one to the people of the British colonies in America,
setting forth the grievances of the colonists and the reasons for the actions of the
Congress. A draft of the address to Great Britain by Lee, reported to Congress on
October 18, had been tabled. The next day WL had read a draft by John Jay, and
Congress had adopted that version with amendments on October 21 (Thomas
Jefferson to William Wirt, August 4, 1805, in Burnett, Letters, 1:79, n. 3; JCC, 1:82-
90).

On October 20 WL had signed the Continental Association that placed an embargo
on British goods, and on October 26 he and the other delegates had signed a petition
to the king (JCC, 1:75-81, 115-22). The First Continental Congress had ended its
deliberations on October 26.

2. This is not an exact quotation from Article 11 (JCC, 1:79).

3. The Elizabethtown meeting selected thirty-one inhabitants to form a committee
of observation. It also unanimously reelected WL, John De Hart, Stephen Crane,
William Peartree Smith, Elias Boudinot, and John Chetwood to the town’s committee
of correspondence (N.Y. Gazette & Weekly Mercury, December 19, 1774).

4. A resolution of the Continental Congress of October 22 had set this date for a
new meeting “‘unless the redress of grievances, which we have desired, be obtained
before that time” (JCC, 1:102).

To the General Assembly
January 11, 1775.

GENTLEMEN,

WE, the Subscribers, having been appointed and requested by the
Committees of the several Counties in this Colony, including a
Majority of the Members of your House, to represent the Colony of
New-Jersey in the Continental Congress of Delegates from the other
American Colonies at Philadelphia in September last, beg leave to report
to the House, that we attended the said Congress, and did every Thing
in our Power to answer the Intention of our Appointment; and hope
and trust that the Proceedings of the said Congress, which we now lay
before you for your Consideration,! will receive your Approbation,
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and have the desired Effect in producing that Peace, Happiness,
Harmony and Confidence between Great-Britain and the Colonies, so
ardently wished for by all good Men.

We are, Gentlemen, your most obedient Servants,

JaMEs KINSEY,
STEPHEN CRANE,
WIiLLIAM LIVINGSTON,
Joun D’HaART.

General Assembly (January 11-February 13, 1775), 15-16.

1. This memorial, accompanied by the proceedings of the First Continental
Congress, was put before the assembly on January 24, 1775, and approved on the
same date. The assembly had convened on January 11. In his opening message on
January 13, Gov. William Franklin had appealed for moderation and urged the
assembly not to give “any Countenance or Encouragement to that destructive Mode
of Proceeding,” the resolves of the First Continental Congress. Even though he had
warned that “‘Anarchy, Misery, and all the Horrors of a Civil War” would ensue, the
assembly approved this memorial and the proceedings. On the same day it
unanimously appointed WL, Stephen Crane, James Kinsey, Richard Smith, and John
De Hart to be delegates to the Second Continental Congress, which was to convene
at Philadelphia in May (General Assembly [January 11-February 13, 1775], 5-6, 15—
17). Later, Franklin accused Kinsey of having been “‘weak enough to suffer himself to
be made a Tool of by Wm. Livingston, J. Dehart & Elias Boudinot who came down on
purpose from Elizth. Town & caballed among the Members” to persuade them to act
quickly (NJA, Ist ser., 10:575).

To an Unknown Person
Philadelphia 19 June 1775
Sir
We have delivered your Letter with the papers inclosed to the
President of the Congress;! but from the extreme Urgency of the
Business now before them we cannot think they will have Leisure to
take the Subject matter of the Letter into Consideration for some days
to come and indeed we conceive that as the Difficulty you complain
of, is the aversion of many to sign the form of the Association
recommended by the Provincial Congress,? the Application would be
more regular to them.> We are Sir your most humble Servants

WiL: LiviNgsTON*
J. KINSEY
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ALS, NjJMoHP. In the hand of WL.

1. JCC does not record that the Continental Congress received or acted upon any
letters or papers from New Jersey at this time.

2. The first New Jersey Provincial Congress. On May 2, 1775, after learning of the
bloodshed at Lexington and Concord on April 19, the New Jersey Committee of
Correspondence had called on the counties to select delegates to attend a Provincial
Congress. The committee had not told the counties how many representatives to
choose, or how to choose them; the Congress had convened at Trenton on May 23
with eighty-seven members.

On May 31 the Provincial Congress had adopted the text of an association of
inhabitants of various New Jersey townships that had pledged support for the policies
and resolutions of the New Jersey Provincial Congress and the Continental Congress
(Prov. Congress, 175-77). Printed copies of the text had then been circulated in the
townships that had not already associated, so that the inhabitants could sign them.
These measures accorded with a provision of the Continental Association of October
20, 1774, for an embargo on trade with Great Britain. In that provision the
Continental Congress had recommended that ““the provincial conventions, and . . . the
committees in the respective colonies ... establish such farther regulations as they
may think proper, for carrying into execution this association” (JCC, 1:80).

3. This passage suggests that this letter was to the chairman of a township or
county committee of correspondence or observation.

4. WL had been present when the Second Continental Congress convened at
Philadelphia on May 10, 1775 (JCC, 2:11, 18).

To Samuel Tucker
[Philadelphia, October 9, 1775]
Sir

The Continental Congress have this Day Agreed to Recommend to
the Jersey Congress to Raise two Battallions for one year to Consist of
8 Companys of 68 Men! to be sent to New York as soon as raised
Where it is expected their Assistance may be Wanted this Winter or
early in the Spring. In Case the present Unhappy differences shoud be
sooner Settled & they discharged sooner the Men to receive one Months
pay extra ordinary.

The Troops hitherto raised in any of the Colonys have had the
Appointment of the Colonells and All the Inferier Officers and the
Men 50 shillings per Month.

It is Voted by the Congress that § Dollars per Month shoud be paid
to the Jersey Troops and We have had a Considerable Debate Whether
the provincial Congresses shoud have the Appointment of the field
Officers of the Regiment or only the Captains & the Officers downward.
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The Reason of Lessening the pay is The Expences of the Continent
are so enormous and so beyond the Abilities to pay that the Congress
propose to Lessen All the pay after December.

Whether the Last proposition will take place or not is Un-
determined that is whether the Continental Congress or the Several
provincial Congresses shall Appoint the Regimental field officers.?

We beg the favor of You to lay this before the New Jersey Congress
and request of them to Return an answer to the Continental Congress
Whether on these Terms the Troops Can be had in Jersey and Whether
the Jersey Congress will putt the Recommendation in practice.

As Delegates of New Jersey We think it our Duty to State these
Facts for Your Consideration without any Observations of Our Own
Not doubting but that You Will bestow the proper Consideration on
the subject and Come to that Determination Which Your Duty and
the Common Interest Dictate.

You Will receive We Expect a Letter from the president inclosing
the Minutes of the Continental Congress relating to this Matter Which
will More particularly Mention the Terms.> We are with great Respect
Your friends & Servants

J. KINsEY
WiL: LiviNgsToN*

ALS, NjR. In the hand of James Kinsey.

1. JCC, 3:285-86.

2. Two additional sentences at the end of this paragraph have been crossed out.
They read: “From what has already past in Congress We believe the Majority of the
Congress will incline to take the Appointment of the Field officers of the Regiment
into their own hands. Whether the New England Colonies will submitt to that
Inclination We doubt.”

3. John Hancock wrote to the New Jersey Provincial Congress on October 12,
1775 (Prov. Congress, 208-10). On October 13 the Provincial Congress responded to
the October 9 resolutions, advising the Continental Congress that in raising troops the
Provincial Congress must retain the power to select and commission field officers
(DNA:PCC, 68). On October 14 the Provincial Congress sent another letter to the
Continental Congress, signed by Samuel Tucker inquiring how much money the
Continental Congress could allocate to New Jersey for raising troops (DNA:PCC, 68).
These letters were read in Congress on October 16; a committee of three, John
Rutledge, John Dickinson, and WL, was appointed to consider the matter and
compose an answer (JCC, 3:295). The response of the committee, signed by Hancock,
was sent to Tucker on October 25 (MHi; JCC, 3:304-5). Hancock noted that no
regulations respecting the appointment of field officers had been made. In response to
the October 14 letter, he said that Congress expected the individual colonies to assume
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the financial obligations for the maintenance and pay of minutemen unless such troops
were called into Continental service, whereupon Congress would assume the burden.
Congress was unable to make any loans to the colonies for procuring supplies and
ammunition.

4. The Continental Congress had reconvened on September 5 but had not
conducted any business until September 13. WL had returned to Philadelphia
sometime between September 18 and September 29.

To Lord Stirling
[Philadelphia] 8 Nov. 1775

My Lord

Yesterday the officers for the 2 Jersey Battalions nominated by the
Provincial Convention were appointed by the Congress,! & to facilitate
your obtaining some superior rank, I thought it best to say nothing
about the priority of the date in the respective Commissions. These
were accordingly all dated the 7 Instant. This morning I moved the
Matter,? urged the necessity of the measure from this fact but the thing
was not relished; & therefore the date of the other Commissions was
changed into 8th.> The moment I received the Commissions I made it
my Business to procure an express but have not yet been able to get
one. I have not yet received your Letter, nor my Surtout* which I
greatly want. I am Your most humble servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

ALS, NHi.

1. JCC, 3:335. The Provincial Congress, on October 28, had recommended Lord
Stirling for colonel, William Winds for lieutenant colonel, and William De Hart for
major of the First (Eastern) Battalion; William Maxwell for colonel, Israel Shreve for
lieutenant colonel, and David Rhea for major of the Second (Western) Battalion (Prov.
Congress, 245). No extant correspondence reveals why the Provincial Congress had
decided only to recommend, not appoint, such officers to Continental army posts.

2. JCC does not record WL’s motion.

3. By dating Lord Stirling’s commission November 7, Congress gave him seniority
over other officers.

4. surtout: man’s overcoat.
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From the Committee of Trenton
Trenton December 9th: 1775
Str,

In obedience to the Resolve of Congress transmitted to us,! we have
strictly examined into the Conduct of the Gentlemen Officers sta-
tioned here, and have the Satisfaction to find it punctually con-
formable to their Parole, except in one Instance: Doctor Huddle-
ston? has been unguarded & imprudent in his Discourse; to the great
uneasiness of the other Gentlemen, who trust to the Candour &
Indulgence of the Congress, if his past Indescretion cannot be
overlooked, that their Innocence may not suffer by it; as they have
never failed to reprove him, and oftentimes severely, for it.

They express great Uneasiness at the Apprehension of being
removed, as well on account of the Satisfaction they have in their
present Situation, as that it must appear to the World as a Punishment
for Breach of Honour; And in Justice to them, we assure you, we
believe these their Declarations to be perfectly sincere.

As to their debauching—or the People of this P[lace] being
debauched by them, we apprehend there is not the least Danger. The
People in and about Trenton, as early fixed their Principles upon
proper Knowledge & rational Conviction & have as steadily maintained
them, as any People on the Continent; and we are positive, when
Occasion offers, will discover a consonant Conduct.

Inclosed is their Parole agreable to Direction,® we should have
transmitted it sooner, but Capt. Allger was expected from N
York.* We are Sir, with great Respect, your very humble Servants

Sam TUCKER
Isaac SMITH
ABM Hunt
RoBERT Hooprs

ALS, DNA:PCC, 68. Mutilated. In the hand of Isaac Smith.

1. The Continental Congress resolve of November 17 had established the condi-
tions for the parole of the enemy officers taken at forts Chambly and St. Johns in
Canada. A group of patriot Canadian refugees led by Col. James Livingston of New
York had captured Fort Chambly, less than ten miles south of Fort St. Johns, on
October 8. Maj. Gen. Philip Schuyler had seized St. Johns, twenty miles southeast of
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Montreal, on November 3. Schuyler had ordered the officers captured at Chambly to
Trenton on November 1 (JCC, 3:359; Philip Schuyler to John Hulbert, November 1,
1775, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 4:816).

2. Richard Huddleston.

3. Seven British prisoners, including Richard Huddleston, had agreed to the parole
by signing a copy of the Continental Congress resolve of November 17 (JCC, 3:359).

4. On November 1, 1775, Capt. David Allger had received permission from Maj.
Gen. Philip Schuyler to go to New York for two weeks before proceeding to Trenton
as a prisoner (Philip Schuyler to John Hulbert, November 1, 1775, in Force, American
Archives, 4th ser., 4:816).

To Lord Stirling
Philadel: 9 December 1775

My Lord

Billy Barnet is appointed Surgeon of the Eastern Battalion accord-
ing to your Lordships Recommendation.! Mr. Hetfield? is not ap-
pointed Deputy Quarter Master, nor like to be. Your Lordship will
therefore be pleased to recommend another. I am Your Lordship’s
most humble Servant.

WIL: LIVINGSTON

P.S. Your Lordship may direct your Recommendation to me instead of
the President, as the appointment of all officers is referred to a
Committee®* of which 1 have the Honor to make one. I think Mr.
Thomas & Mr. Dayton* are both proper persons; if they would accept
tho’ I do not pretend to be a competent Judge.®

ALS, NHi.

1. William Burnet, Jr., had been named to the post by Congress on December 8
(JCC, 3:416).

2. Abner Hetfield.

3. This was a standing committee of Congress created on December 8 to *“take into
consideration the application of the several persons applying to be officers in the
American army.” It consisted of one member from each colony (JCC, 3:416).

4. Edward Thomas and Elias Dayton.

5. Letter docketed “From Brigadier General Livingston.” Philemon Dickinson had
been appointed brigadier general of the militia on August 16, 1775, and com-
missioned first brigadier general on October 19. On October 28 the New Jersey
Provincial Congress had resolved unanimously that WL be commissioned second
brigadier general. A committee of Col. Joseph Ellis and Col. William Maxwell had
personally tendered WL the commission. They reported that WL “‘had received the
same in a polite manner, and desired that his thanks might be returned to this
Congress” (Prov. Congress, 192, 221, 246).
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From Lord Stirling
Eliza: Town December 12: 1775.

Dear Sir

Your Letter of the 9: Instant I have received and am glad to find the
Appointment of Wm. Barnet Junr. to the Surgency of my Regiment
has taken place, as we have already use for him, in Cureing broken
Shins & a Variety of small bruises which unavoidably happen among a
Number of men Assembled together. I wish his Commission could be
immediately dispatched & sent to me, with an Account of his pay & the
Allowance that is made with regard to his Medicine Chest etc.

Mr. Abnor Hetfield was well recommended to me as a fit person to
be Quarter Master to the Regiment, before I mentioned him as such
to Congress.! 1 knew of no disqualification; he has indeed been
unfortunate in his Circumstances; but I could not Conceive that was
one, as no Money Matters or any other matter, would Come within
his Charge that Can be Affected by his poverty: I apprehend that the
Nature of this office has been mistaken by your Committee, or that
they supposed it was a branch of the Quarter Master Generals office;
especially as you Mention it, as an office worthy the Acceptance of
Col. Dayton or Col. Thomas. But it has no Connection with that
department, he is a Mere Regimental officer, who must at all times
attend the Regiment and therefore by no means can Suit either of the
Gentlemen you mention; If still an objection lies against Mr. Hetfeild
I must then recommend Mathias Halstead for that Office; in this [ am
backed by Mr. John DeHart Col. Dayton & Col. Thomas, and should be
glad to have the Commission expedited as soon as possible as we now
stand in Need of that officer. Three Companies being now in
Town,? and the rest of Regiment to be here in a few days, the
Inhabitants haveing Chearfully agreed to take in all the Companies
that can not be quartered in the Barracks.

We have quietly got possession of the Barracks at Amboy,* with all
the Barrack Stores & Blankets, one Company of this Battalion are now
there; as soon as Col. Maxwells regiment is ready, they will take
possession of the Barracks at Trentown Brunswick & Amboy.
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AL, NHi

1. Lord Stirling to John Hancock, December 3, 1775 (DNA:PCC, 162).

2. On November 27 the Continental Congress had ordered all companies not
already in New York to “‘barracks in the eastern division of New Jersey, as contiguous
to New York as may be” (JCC, 3:376).

3. These barracks had been built about sixteen years earlier. The New Jersey
General Assembly in 1758 had allocated funds for the construction of a three-
hundred-man barrack in each of five towns: Elizabethtown, Perth Amboy, New
Brunswick, Trenton, and Burlington. The barracks had been completed by 1760. The
Amboy barrack was occupied shortly after December 5, 1775 (John Conway to Lord
Stirling, December 11, 1775, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 4:234).

To Lord Stirling
Philadelphia 19 December 1775

My Lord

I inclose you Dr. Barnet’s Commission as Surgeon of the first Jersey
Battalion. The Pay is 25 dollars per month, & I am satisfied the Congress
mean to allow for the Chest of Medicines, but I intend to reduce it to
a certainty as soon as there is an [ ... ] to [exceed] in such a Sub-
ject.! Mr. Halsted is unanimously voted Quarter master of your
Battalion by the Committee for receiving the Recommendations to
offices, & reported this day, but he must first be confirmed by Congress,
which 1 will push as soon as possible, & then transmit you his
Commission.?

I cannot imagin the Congress would give any Directions respecting
the Arms you mention,? tho’ I really believe coud they be got without
much Disturbance, it wou'd be [ ... ] at by that Assembly from the
Principle of Necessity, & last night I took the opinion of the above
Committee, who were unanimous in that Sentiment. But I wou’d not
chuse to be mentiond in the Case, nor to have it done under colour of
that Committee, unless you shoud be complain’d of to Congress for
the Trespass, & then as far as this Letter woud be your Protection, I give
you free Liberty to make use of it for that purpose. I am My Lord your
most humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

ALS, NHi.

1. Medicine chests were supplied to the First Battalion and Third Battalion of New
Jersey by the Continental Congress on March 7, 1776 (JCC, 4:188).

2. Matthias Halsted was confirmed on December 21 (JCC, 3:442).

3. There is no direct reference to arms in Lord Stirling’s letter of December 12.
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To an Unknown Person
Philadelphia 22 December 1775

Dear Sir

In Answer to yours of the 18 Instant,! (since which I have sent the
Commissions by Mr. Spencer). It can’t be expected the Congress will
advance the Sum you mention under the notion of deducting it out of
the Men’s wages, because the Men may die or desert before it is due.
The Blankets the Men are to find themselves, & if they cannot purchase
them I think the Committee? should do it. However if Mr. Lowrie?
who is appointed Commissary was to state to the Congress the
Situation of the Battalions, & what articles they are in want of, & apply
for an advance of Cash, I doubt not he would be attended to. I suppose
the same with respect to the Committee, tho’ the Commissary must be
presumed to be best acquainted with the matter.

I am greatly surprized the Assembly did not on Mr. Kinsey’s & Mr.
DeHart’s Resignation supply their Places by the Appointment of two
other Delegates.* "Tis true they have given the Right of Representation
to either of their members.> This is proper enough because it may
unfortunately happen that only one might be able to attend. But surely
it would not be proper that only one should attend. Admitting then
that two attend, who does not see that they may frequently happen to
differ in opinion, & then no vote can be given.

If to prevent that Inconvenience, all three attend; I leave it to any
man to judge of the ruinous Consequences to a man’s family to give
such constant & perpetual Attendance. [ can assure you that nothing but
my Devotion to the public, have kept here this long, whereas if we
consisted of five as before, we could always have three at the Congress
& take turns to see our families, & if only three attended the Expence
would be the same. I scorn to quit my Colours thro’ Impatience or
Discouragement, but I think it reasonable that the Burden should be
divided. 1 do not mean to blame Friend Crane for his last homeward-
bound Voyage,* because he fairly offered it to me as being my Turn;
but as I knew that his Affairs from his Representation, suffered more
by his Absence, than mine did by my continuing abroad, I consented.

I shall have no Objection to giving Dr. Harris my Interest as
Surgeon in a future Battalion, if he can give me any proof of his Skill
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in Surgery, either by the Cures he has performed, or the Testimonials
of Practitioners of Reputation, because I have been told that he knows
but very little about it. I am Sir your most humble Servant

WIiL: LIVINGSTON
P.S. 1 inclose you Dr. Holme’s commission.”

ALS, PHi. Recipient was probably Samuel Tucker, president of the New Jersey
Committee of Safety.

1. Letter not found. JCC does not record receipt of the letter.

2. The New Jersey Committee of Safety had been formed on October 28, 1775, by
the Provincial Congress to “act for the public welfare of this Colony, in the recess of
this Congress” (Prov. Congress, 254).

3. On December 8 the Continental Congress had made Thomas Lowrie responsible
for supplying the New Jersey battalions with rations and equipment (JCC, 3:415).

4. John De Hart and James Kinsey had resigned on November 22 (Prov. Congress,
289; JCC, 3:396-97).

5. This had been done by a resolve of the New Jersey General Assembly on
November 30 (Prov. Congress, 307; JCC, 3:396-97).

6. Stephen Crane had left Congress on December 13. He had returned by February
6, 1776 (Richard Smith Diary, December 13, 1775, in Burnett, Letters, 1:275; JCC,
4:113).

7. Enclosure not found. James Holmes had been commissioned on December 21
(JCC, 3:442; 4:113).

Committee Report
[Philadelphia] January 23. 1776

The Committee! to whom were referred several Letters from
General Washington General Schuyler Lord Stirling & the President of
the Convention of New Jersey? report

That with respect to the advice transmitted by General Washington
to the President of the Congress of his having sent General Lee to the
Assistance of New York it is the opinion of this Committee that the
above measure was very judicious & necessary;’ & that Governor
Trumbull be requested, & Lord Stirling directed by the Congress to give
all necessary Aid & Assistance to General Lee in carrying into Execution
the Orders of General Washington relative to the said Province And
that the Convention or Committee of Safety of New York be
requested earnestly to exert themselves on this important Occasion.

That many prisoners being quartered at Kingston in the Province of
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New York, the Committee are of opinion that it would be prudent to
remove Captain Hewes & Capt. Hanstruther* from thence to some
proper distance in that Neighbourhood; & that the officers from
Montreal® now under charge of Colonel Wynkoop be kept at Bound
Brook in the Province of New Jersey.

That the officers now Prisoners at Trenton with their Servants &
band of Music® be boarded in Farmers Houses (not exceeding six
miles) west of Trenton, & that the Soldiers there with their Wives &
Children remain at Trenton, the Committee conceiving it improper for
the said officers to reside at Bordington that being a place thro’ which
the Stage Waggons constantly pass, & a Town much frequented, a
circumstance which the Committee at Trenton did probably not
consider.’

That the officers & Soldiers now at Mr. Van Camp be conveyed to
Lancaster, & there kept under the same regulations as the rest of the
Garrison taken at St. John’s.®

ADf, DNA:PCC, 19. This report was printed in JCC, 4:81.

1. Members of this committee, appointed January 22, 1776, were WL, William
Hooper, and Samuel Adams (Jce, 4:77).

2. The letters referred to are as follows: George Washington to John Hancock,
January 11, 1776; Philip Schuyler to John Hancock, January 10, 1776, with
enclosures; Lord Stirling to John Hancock, January 18 and 19, 1776; and Samuel
Tucker to John Hancock, January 19, 1776 (DNA:PCC, 152, 1; 153, 1; 162; 68;
Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 4:772).

3. Military intelligence had convinced Washington that the British were planning
an offensive to capture New York City. Therefore, on January 8 Washington had
ordered Maj. Gen. Charles Lee to leave Boston to raise volunteers in Connecticut for
the defense of New York City.

4. Capt. William Anstruther.

5. Montreal had been taken by forces under Brig. Gen. Richard Montgomery on
November 13, 1775. The committee report may be in error, for Lt. Col. Cornelius
Wynkoop was reimbursed on January 27, 1776, for transporting prisoners from St.
Johns, not Montreal (JCC, 4:95).

6. See Committee of Trenton to WL, December 9, 1775. Major Stopford had been
permitted to take his captured musicians with him into confinement at Trenton
(Philip Schuyler to John Hulbert, November 1, 1775, in Force, American Archives, 4th
ser., 4:816).

7. On January 2 the Continental Congress had resolved to relocate the British
prisoners at Trenton to free the barracks for New Jersey Continental soldiers (JCC,
4:17). On January 4 Richard Smith had enclosed this resolve in a letter informing
Samuel Tucker that the Continental Congress wished to know the standard of living
of the prisoners of war at Trenton. The Provincial Congress had ordered the prisoners
to leave the Trenton barracks on January 13 (Prov. Congress, 329-30, 338). On Jan-
uary 9, WL, Eliphalet Dyer, and William Floyd had been appointed a committee
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“to enquire into the conduct of the Officers who are prisoners, and the manner in
which they are subsisted at present, and report thereon” (/CC, 4:42). The committee
had reported on January 12. The Congress in turn had resolved that (1) the prisoners
at Trenton were living too extravagantly at Continental expense; (2) henceforth
Congress would advance two dollars per week to lodge each prisoner, but the
prisoners would repay it when they were released; (3) Congress would pay the bills
already incurred, but the prisoners would repay these amounts before their release,
and meantime would receive no more credit; (4) Congress would parole the prisoners
and allow them to choose residences at places distant from the public post road; (5)
this committee would circulate these resolves among the local committees concerned
(JCC, 4:51-52). WL had communicated this information in an undated letter,
probably to Samuel Tucker. Letter not found (Gerald E. Hart, Autograph letters and
historical documents, Bangs & Co., New York, item number 443). Tucker had written
to Congress on January 19. The WL-Hooper-Adams committee, to which Tucker’s
letter had been referred, delivered this report on January 23. Tucker thereafter agreed
with the committee that Bordentown was not a proper place for the prisoners (Samuel
Tucker to John Hancock, January 31, 1776, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser.,
4:888). Congress endorsed the committee’s recommendation on March 20, 1776, and
had the prisoners removed after that date (JCC, 4:220). The New Jersey Committee
of Safety sent them to Mount Holly (Samuel Tucker to John Hancock, March 23,
1776, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 5:474).

8. Resolves of the Continental Congress of November 17 and December 4, 1775,
had ordered the prisoners from Fort St. Johns to be confined at Lancaster, Reading,
Carlisle, and York, Pennsylvania (JCC, 3:358, 404).

The final paragraph of the report has been crossed out. It reads: “That Mr. Tucker’s
request for blank Commissions be complyed with, & the Convention or Committee of
Safety of New Jersey be supplyed with four thousand Dollars for purchasing Arms for
the New Jersey Battalions to be accounted for by them; and that it appears to this
Committee that Lord Stirling has been very active in forwarding the Detachment
ordered to Long Island under the command of Colonel Herd.”" In reference to the
Heard expedition, see WL to John Hancock, February 3, 1776.

To Samuel Tucker
Phila 27 January 1776.

Dear Sir

I just now received yours of the 25 Instant,! & am obliged to you for
your favourable opinion of my son.? Mr. Walton White who was last
Summer at the Camp where general Washington entertain’d a high
opinion of his merit,? but could find no opening to promote him in the
Service, & for whom many Gentlemen of this Congress have a great
Regard, would probably be glad of some honorable Post in our third
Battalion.* I mention this not in the least to give any Directions
respecting the Recommendation of your Congress, but only to put you
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in mind of that young Gentleman, that in Case your Convention
should really think him a proper person for a Major they may act
accordingly. He is certainly of a respectable Family, & of a military
turn.® The Congress has voted the 4000 Dollars® & Mr. Smith will send
the money by Capt. Scot.” I am afraid Colonel Maxwell does not truly
apprehend his marching Orders® It is not the Intention of the
Congress that his Regiment shall be compleat before it marches to
Canada by Companies, but that the first Company that is ready shall
march. And if the matter can be managed no otherwise, I think the
Company that is best provided with arms should compleat themselves
with the arms of another, & then march & so for the second.” The
Expedition to Quebec requires the utmost Dispatch,!? & if no company
is detached till the whole Battalion be compleately equippd, it may
take some weeks before any of them march.

A committee of Congress'! waited on General Prescot, & examined
him about some particulars respecting Allen’s Confinement.!? He
behaved very modestly but his fate is not yet determined.’> I am Sir
Your most humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

ALS, NN.

1. Letter not found.

2. Reference is to either Henry Brockholst Livingston or William Livingston, Ir.

3. George Washington to Anthony Walton White, ca. October 28, 1775
(Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 4:50).

4. The Third New Jersey Battalion had been created by resolve of Congress on
January 10, pursuant to a motion by WL (JCC, 4:47). It was to be sent to reinforce
American troops in Canada.

5. On February 6 White was nominated by the Provincial Congress of New Jersey
to be lieutenant colonel for the Third New Jersey Battalion (Prov. Comgress, 354;
Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 4:948). He was appointed by the Continental
Congress on February 9 (JCC, 4:123).

6. On January 25 Congress had voted this sum for the purchase of arms (JCC,
4:89).

7. Capt. John Budd Scott delivered this money to Tucker on or before January 31
(Samuel Tucker to John Hancock, January 31, 1776, in Force, American Archives, 4th
ser., 4:888).

8. Pursuant to a letter to John Hancock of December 26, 1775, in which Maj. Gen.
Philip Schuyler had urgently requested reinforcements, Congress had resolved on
January 8, 1776, that “the second New Jersey battalion, under Colonel Maxwell, be
ordered to march immediately to Albany, and there put themselves under the
command of General Schuyler” (JCC, 4:39-40; Philip Schuyler to John Hancock,
December 26, 1775, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 4:463-64).
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9. John Hancock to William Maxwell, January 25, 1776, in Force, American
Archives, 4th ser., 4:850. On February 4 Colonel Maxwell wrote to General Schuyler
that a company had left that day (NN).

10. After the unsuccessful attack on Quebec of December 31, 1775-January 1,
1776, led by Maj. Gen. Richard Montgomery and Col. Benedict Arnold, in which the
former had been killed, the American army had camped near the city awaiting
reinforcements. On January 19 the Continental Congress had resolved to send more
men to Canada (JCC, 4:70-71).

11. This committee, appointed on January 25, had reported on the same day (JCC,
4:89, 91).

12. Lt. Col. Ethan Allen had been captured in an attack on Montreal on September
25, 1775. Thrown in irons, he had lived under harsh conditions. In November 1775
he had been sent to England. The British government, fearing reprisals if they hanged
him, returned him to America; he had arrived by June 1776. He was paroled in New
York City in October. On May 6, 1778, he was exchanged for Lt. Col. Archibald
Campbell. Brig. Gen. Richard Prescott, the man responsible for Allen’s treatment in
prison in Montreal, had been captured by the Americans on November 17, 1775.

13. On January 29 the Congress resolved to keep General Prescott confined in jail
in Philadelphia (JCC, 4:101). He was exchanged for Brig. Gen. John Sullivan about
September 25, 1776.

To John Hancock
Woodbridge! 3 February 1776

Dear Sir

I had the pleasure last Evening to see Colonel Herd? returning with
his Troops from his Queens County Expedition which he has by all
Accounts conducted with the greatest Prudence & Zeal for the Cause.
This Morning he drew up his Troops & they really made a fine figure.
Among his Prisoners are some of the most dangerous Tories in the
Country. Having no particular orders how to dispose of his Prisoners,
he is resolved to conduct them to Philadelphia unless he meets with
the orders of Congress to the Contrary.? The party of the continental
Troops he had with him, behaved in so disorderly a manner that he
was obliged to dismiss them. The Colonel has really great merit in the
conduct of the affair, & I hope will receive the approbation of the
Congress. You will excuse the badness of the paper, there being no
better to be had here. I am Sir your most humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

ALS, DNA:PCC, 68.
1. There is no information about when or why WL had gone to Woodbridge. He



38 FEBRUARY 1776

is known to have attended Congress in Philadelphia on January 31, when he and
James Wilson were appointed a committee to ask Col. William Maxwell to hasten the
march of his regiment to New York (JCC, 4:105-6).

2. Congress had earlier appointed a committee of five, including WL, to propose
solutions to the problem of Loyalists in New York. The committee had resolved that
Col. Nathaniel Heard of Woodbridge and Col. David Waterbury of Stamford,
Connecticut, would take a combined force of eleven hundred men to arrest and secure
the principal Loyalists in Queens County (JCC, 3:463; 4:27-28, 34). However, on
January 10 Congress had determined that for military expediency Colonel Heard
should lead the expedition (JCC, 4:47-48). Heard had departed from Woodbridge on
January 17 with three hundred men each from Essex and Middlesex counties and one
hundred from Somerset.

3. The Continental Congress issued orders on February 6 to confine prisoners after
a committee had conferred with Heard (JCC, 4:114).

From Lord Stirling
New York February 9th. 1776.

My Dear Sir

I now send you Inclosed a Copy of a letter I this morning received
from Mr. Hancock and also a Copy of the Resolves therein men-
tioned,’ 1 herewith send Directions to Mr. John Blanchard to make
sale of the perishable Commoditys on Board the Ship Blue Mountain
Valley? for the use of the Congress untill further Orders from them. I
have Directed Mr. Blanchard to Consult with yourself and Mr. John
De Hart in Carrying both the Resolves and Letter Strictly into Execu-
tion.” | must beg the favour of you and Mr. De Hart to give him your
best Advice and Assistance for that purpose; Be pleased to Com-
municate to Capt. Dempster that part of the Letter which relates to
him.* And as the Croud of Business here prevents my sending Mr.
Blanchard copies of the Resolves and Letter, I must beg the favour of
you to furnish him with Copies of them.

General Lee recovers his health fast,® I have been abroad some hours
with him this day, his Vigelance and Judgement I hope will put all
right here. I am with Great Affection and Esteem Yours etc.

STIRLING

LLBC, DNA:PCC, 162. Enclosed in Lord Stirling to John Hancock, February 9, 1776.

1. John Hancock to lLord Stirling, February 2, 1776; mentioned in a letter of
Stirling to Hancock, February 19, 1776, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 4:1199.
Hancock praised those who had participated in the capture of the British cargo ship
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Blue Mountain Valley and directed Stirling to make sure the confiscated perishable
cargo was sold. The Continental Congress resolves of January 29, 1776, may be found
in JCC, 4:100.

2. The Blue Mountain Valley had been captured in the early morning of January 23,
1776, by a detachment of approximately 160 men commanded by Lord Stirling. The
vessel had been disabled southeast of Sandy Hook. Stirling had mistakenly thought it
carried a shipment of arms and ammunition. For more details of the capture refer to
Lord Stirling to John Hancock, January 24 and 27, 1776, in Force, American Archives,
4th ser., 4:837, 867-68.

3. Lord Strling to John Blanchard, February 9, 1776, in Force, American Archives,
4th ser., 4:1200.

4. On January 31 Congress had resolved that Capt. John Dempster of the Blue
Mountain Valley and his crew be permitted to return to England, and that personal
belongings which had been seized in the capture be returned to them (JCC, 4:106).

5. At the time Maj. Gen. Charles Lee was severely stricken with gout and
rheumatism. Stirling, on February 4, had marched to New York with abour five
hundred troops from his regiment pursuant to orders from Lee. WL had assumed
active command of New Jersey militia units. He was stationed at Elizabethtown (Prov.
Congress, 361-62; N.Y. Gazette & Weekly Mercury, February 19, 1776, and New York
Packet and the American Advertiser, February 22, 1776).

From Lord Stirling
New York February 25: 1776

Dear Sir

The enclosed Affidavits were this day delivered to me by Mr.
Michael Kearney, who was proprietor of the Boat York of Amboy,
which was impressed into the Continental Service; and made Use of
in taking the Ship Blue Mountain Valley; and which Boat it seems is
Seized and detained by Capt. Parker as a prize, on the pretence of her
having been employed on that Service.! 1 have encouraged Mr.
Kearney to hope that the Congress will not Suffer his private property
to be Injured on this Occasion—and that his loss will be made up to
him out of the proceeds of the Ship & Cargoe. I must beg the favour of
you to lay his Case before Congress,? and to Obtain their final Answer
on this Matter as soon as possible® as his Attendance at philadelphia
will tend to encrease his damage. I am your Most Humble Servant

STIRLING
ALS, DNA:PCC, 162.

1. These were affidavits of David Collins, master of the ship York, Nathan Culver,
one of the crew, and Michael Kearney, the owner, attesting that Kearney's ship had
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been captured and confiscated by Capt. Hyde Parker, Jr., of the British man-of-war
Phoenix, on February 24, 1776.

2. New Jersey delegates raised this matter in the Continental Congress on March
7 and March 19. Congress resolved to reimburse Kearney for the loss of his vessel after
receipt of official estimates of its value (JCC, 3:188; 4:214).

3. The Continental Congress paid 725 dollars to Kearney on April 9 (JCC, 4:266).

To the Baltimore Committee of Observation

Philada. February 27th 1776

Gentlemen:

We take the earliest Opportunity to send You the enclosed
Resolution of Congress, & to request your immediate Attention thereto,
& that You will inform Us of the Number & Circumstancesof the Permits
which have been granted & the Destination of the Vessells for Exporting
the produce of the Colonies in Consequence of the Importation of
Ammunition & warlike Stores.! We are appointed to make Enquiry into
this Subject.? We are Gentlemen Your obedient Servants

DUANE
CHASE
WILsON
[.LEVINGSTON
WYTHE

P.S. a Schooner arrived in the River last Night from Hispaniola, with
Arms & powder —Quantity unknown.?

ALS, MdHi. In the hand of Samuel Chase.

1. The resolve of February 26, 1776, called for a moratorium on the exportation
of colonial goods to Great Britain, including the British West Indies, pending an
investigation by a committee of W1, James Duane, Samuel Chase, James Wilson, and
George Wythe. They were charged with looking into the number and types of export
permits that had been issued to American merchants (JCC, 4:172-73). The committee
probably dispatched similar letters to other ports.

On September 22, 1774, the First Continental Congress had resolved that colonial
merchants be requested to suspend all exportation to Great Britain “‘until the sense of
the Congress, on the means to be taken for the preservation of the liberties of America,
is made public.” On September 27 Congress had resolved to boycott trade with the
British Empire beginning December 1, 1774, unless American grievances were
satisfactorily answered. On September 30 that deadline had been extended to
September 10, 1775. On October 20, 1774, Congress had adopted the Continental



MARCH 1776 41

Association, which embodied these principles. The scarcity of war materiel had later
caused Congress to modify these tactics; on July 15, 1775, it had allowed the
exportation of colonial products in exchange for guns, ammunition, and other military
supplies, “the non-exportation agreement notwithstanding.” On December 26
Congress had resolved that committees of the several colonies supervise such trade but
keep Congress informed of the quantity of military stores imported (JCC, 1:41, 43,
§51-52; 2:185; 3:461).

2. 'This committee reported on March 4, whereupon Congress resolved “‘that the
restraint be taken off, which was laid by a resolve of the 26th of last month, upon the
vessels loading or loaded with Produce for Great Britain, Ireland, or the British West
Indies, in consequence of permissions granted for arms and ammunition, &c. imported
into these colonies” (JCC, 4:183).

3. The Little Polly. On February 28, 1776, Congress granted Anthony Marmajou,
master and owner of the brig Little Polly of the island of Martinique, permission ‘“‘to
load the Brigantine Little Polly, (in which he imported a small quantity of powder and
arms,) with the produce of these colonies, ... and export the same to Martinique”
(JCC, 4:176).

Committee Report .
[Philadelphia, March 1, 1776]

The Committee! appointed to consider the Petition of “the
Committee appointed by those who suffer’'d by the late inhuman
burning of the Town of Falmouth,”? beg Leave to report That the late
Inhabitants of the said Town, by their spirited & patriotic Refusal to
comply with the Terms insisted upon by Henry Mowat Commander
of his Majesty’s Ship Canceau to destroy the said Town unless they
would deliver up their Arms & Ammunition & send him four hostagesfor
performance thereof, (in consequence of which Refusal most of their
houses & other Buildings were by him entirely destroyed, & part of their
Effects together with every Vessel in the harbour except two which
were carried off by the Enemy) are reduced to great Distress, & entitled
to the Charitable Relief of their Brethren of America engaged in the
same common Cause.

Your Committee is of opinion that their Distress may be alleviated
either by the Congress recommending to the several Conventions &
Committees a Subscription for their Relief, or by ordering a compe-
tent Sum for that purpose out of the continental Treasury, but
conceiving the first to be an unequal Tax upon the more generous &
humane, & too slow in its Execution for the immediate Redress of the
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Sufferers; & the latter productive of a dangerous Precedent, Do
therefore submit it to Congress to adopt such mode of Relief as shall
appear to them attended with the least Inconvience.?

AD, DNA:PCC, 20.

I. A committee of WL, George Read, and William Paca had been appointed on
March 1, 1776.

2. On October 18, 1775, two British warships commanded by Capt. Henry Mowat
had shelled Falmouth, Massachusetts (now in Maine), and destroyed over a hundred
dwellings.

3. This report was not acted upon (JCC, 4:179, n. 2).

To Philip Schuyler

Phil. 9 March 1776

Sir
This will accompany 1000 pounds of Steel from Trenton' which
you desired Congress to order to you as the Commander in Chief at

New York? for the use of the Blacksmith & Armourers who are to go
into the Indian Country.® T am Sir your most obedient Servant

WiL: LiviNngsTON

ALS, NHi

1. The first ironworks in Trenton had been erected before 1729. Several others
constructed thereafter were producing steel by 1776.

2. In a letter of February 10, 1776, Maj. Gen. Philip Schuyler had written to John
Hancock, “We are greatly at a loss for steel; not an ounce is to be had here” (Force,
American Archives, 4th ser., 4:990). This letter had been read in Congress on February
21 and referred to a committee, which had reported on February 28. Congress had
then assigned to the New Jersey delegates the task of supplying Schuyler or the
commanding officer at Albany with a sufficient quantity of steel (JCC, 4:177). On
March 19 Brig. Gen. Lord Stirling received a letter from WL and a shipment of steel.
Letter not found. Stirling wrote to Schuyler on March 20 that the steel would be sent
by ship (NN).

3. Lands occupied by the Iroquois, or the Six Nations. In the Treaty of Albany with
the united colonies (August 31, 1775), the Six Nations had agreed to remain neutral
in the conflict between the colonies and Great Britain. Pursuant to the same treaty,
Congress on November 23 had directed the commissioners for transacting Indian
affairs “'to employ two blacksmiths for reasonable salaries, to reside among and work
for the Indians of the Six Nations” to help them repair axes and kettles (JCC, 3:366).
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Proclamation
IN CONGRESS [Philadelphia] SATURDAY, March 16[13],! 1776.

IN times of impending calamity and distress; when the Liberties of
America are imminently endangered by the secret machinations and
open assaults of an insidious and vindictive Administration, it becomes
the indispensible duty of these hitherto free and happy Colonies, with
true penitence of heart, and the most reverent devotion, publickly to
acknowledge the over-ruling providence of God; to confess and
deplore our offences against him; and to supplicate his interposition
for averting the threatened danger, and prospering our strenuous
efforts in the cause of FREEDOM, VIRTUE and PoSTERITY.

THe ConGRess therefore, considering the warlike preparations of the
British Ministry to subvert our invaluable rights and privileges, and to
reduce us by fire and sword, by the savages of the wilderness and our
own domestics, to the most abject and ignominous bondage: Desirous,
at the same tume, to have people of all ranks and degrees, duly
impressed with a solemn sense of God’s superintending providence,
and of their duty devoutly to rely in all their lawful enterprizes on his
aid and direction—do earnestly recommend, that FRIDAY, the
seventeenth day of May next, be observed by the said Colonies as a
day of HUMILIATION, FASTING, and PRAYER; that we may with
united hearts confess and bewail our manifold sins and transgressions,
and by a sincere repentance and amendment of life, appease his
righteous displeasure, and through the merits and mediation of Jesus
Christ, obtain his pardon and forgiveness; humbly imploring his
assistance to frustrate the cruel purposes of our unnatural enemies; and
by inclining their hearts to justice and benevolence, prevent the further
effusion of kindred blood. But if continuing deaf to the voice of reason
and humanity, and inflexibly bent on desolation and war, they
constrain us to repel their hostile invasions by open resistance, that it
may please the Lord of Hosts, the God of Armies,® to animate our Officers
and Soldiers with invincible fortitude, to guard and protect them in
the day of battle, and to crown the Continental arms by sea and land
with victory and success: Earnestly beseeching him to bless our civil
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Rulers and the Representatives of the People in their several As-
semblies and Conventions; to preserve and strengthen their Union, to
inspire them with an ardent disinterested love of their Country; to give
wisdom and stability to their Councils; and direct them to the most
efficacious measures for establishing the Rights of America on the most
honourable and permanent basis—that he would be graciously pleased
to bless all his People in these Colonies with Health and Plenty, and
grant that a spirit of incorruptible Patriotism and of pure undefiled
Religion may universally prevail; and this Continent be speedily
restored to the blessings of Peace and Liberty, and enabled to transmit
them inviolate to the latest Posterity. And it is recommended to
Christians of all denominations to assemble for Public Worship, and
abstain from servile Labour on the said Day. By Order of Congress,

JouN HANcock, PRESIDENT.
Attest. CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

Evans, no. 15132.

1. On March 13 WL had “moved for leave to bring in a resolution for appointing
a fast, which was granted.” On March 16 WL submitted his draft to Congress, which
approved it by resolution and ordered it published (JCC, 4:201, 208-9).

2. 1 Sam. 17:45.

From Lord Stirling
Elizabeth Town March 24: 1776

Dear Sir

I now enclose You Copies of A letter from General Washington of
the 19th: one from Brigadier General Thompson'! of yesterday’s date,
and another from me to the Committee of Safety of this province;?
from these you will see the Necessity of putting the Eastern part of this
province as well as New York in an immediate State of defence, and
from the Conversation I have had with you on the Subject you know
my Sentiments with regard to fortifying the Several places mentioned
in the letter to the Committee. I think it highly Necessary also to
possess some Commanding height on Staten Island; the Men em-
ployed in these works will be in the most proper places to Guard the
province, and I should think the Militia of the Counties of Bergen,
Essex, & Middlesex would be Sulfficient if oniy one third of them were
employed weekly on the busyness, the Militia of the Interiour Coun-
ties ought to be sent forward to New York as soon as possible;* and
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you may be Assured that as soon as they Can be Spared from thence,
they will be sent over again into New Jersey; or to Staten Island for
the purpose before Mentioned and that in Case the Enemy should
attempt to land their Army in New Jersey a very Considerable part of
our Army at New York will be detached to Oppose them. I shall only
add that as soon as you inform General Thompson or me when the
Men of these Counties will be ready to go to work I will attend with
the Chief Engineer* to Mark out the Most Necessary grounds to be
fortified.

AL, NHi1

1. On March 19 the Continental Congress had empowered Brig. Gen. William
Thompson to call on New Jersey militia units when needed (JCC, 4:207).

2. George Washington to Lord Stirling, March 19, 1776, and William Thompson
to lord Stirling, March 23, 1776, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 5:418, 475.

3. Upon the British evacuation of Boston on March 17 George Washington had
written to Lord Stirling that New York City was presumably the destination of the
British ships (Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 4:409-11). On March 26 the New
Jersey Committee of Safety resolved to send three battalions of New Jersey militia to
New York under the command of brigadier generals Philemon Dickinson and WL.
Refer to Samuel Tucker to WL and Philemon Dickinson, March 26, 1776 (NHi).
Samuel Tucker informed John Hancock of these resolutions in two letters of March
27, to which Hancock responded a day later (DNA:PCC, 68). Congress resolved on
March 28 to have Hancock request that Tucker expedite the march to New York (JCC,
4:238). On March 28 Richard Smith wrote in his diary, “our Militia are marching to
N York or Staten Isld. under their Brigadiers Dickenson and Wm. Livingston”
(Burnett, Letters, 1:411).

4. Col. Rufus Putnam.

To Robert Treat Paine!
Elizabeth Town 27 March 1776

Dear Sir

I just now received the inclosed,? but as I do not care to take it upon
myself to give directions concerning it, I beg you to lay it before the
Committee, & procure their answer to Mr. Lewis® as soon as possible.
The Man of war’s man set fire to the Ship blue mountain Valley last
night, but it being discovered before it got much spread, was happily
extinguished.* If they appear on such another Frolic, I believe the
Towns men here will make them repent it. I am Sir your most humble
Servant

WIL: LivINGSTON
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ALS, MHi.

1. Robert Treat Paine had been appointed on February 23, 1776, to a committee
to promote the production of gunpowder in the colonies (JCC, 4:171).

2. Enclosure not found.

3. Probably Francis Lewis of New York.

4. The Blue Mountain Valley had been ordered to Elizabethtown on February 27,
1776 (JCC, 4:174-75; Richard Smith Diary [February 27, 1776], in Burnett, Letters,
1:366). The role of the New Jersey Provincial Congress in the disposal of this ship is
noted in Prov. Congress, 400-401. On the evening of March 26, armed men from the
British warship H.M.S. Phoenix had captured the ship Lady Gage and unsuccessfully
tried to destroy the Blue Mountain Valley (William Bell Clark, ed., Naval Documents
of the American Revolution, United States Naval Division [Washington, 1969], 4:547).

From William Heath

New York April: 1: 1776

Sir

I have received a letter from Hendrick Fisher Esqr.! Vice President
of the Committee of Safety of the province of New Jersey, by which
I am informed that three Battalions of the Militia of that province are
ordered for the Assistance defence of this place;? As I conceive that the
Defence of this post in a very great Measure depends upon our being
well possessed of Staten Island and some proper posts on the New
Jersey side, I think it will be best to let all these three Regiments halt
at New Ark, Elizabeth Town Raway Woodbridge & Amboy, untill
further orders. As it is Intended that the Earl of Stirling is to be over
on your side of the Water in a day or two with one of the Engi-
neers® I must deferr Assigning the Duty of those troops unto he arrives
with you.

The detachments of the Militia of New Jersey already here will be
considered as part of these three Battalions and accounted to their
Respective Counties accordingly. I am your most Humble Servant

W HeaTH Brig. General

ALS, MHi.

1. Letter not found.

2. George Washington had ordered Brig. Gen. William Heath to New York. Heath
had arrived by March 29 (Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 4:443).

3. Stirling intended to return to New Jersey on April 3 (Lord Stirling to George
Washington, April 1, 1776, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 5:750).
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To William Heath
Elizabeth Town 1 April 1776
Sir
I have just had the Honor of your orders respecting the New Jersey
Militia on their march to New York, & have issued my orders in
Consequence of it to the Commander of the Detachment from the
County of Bergen. I had before the Receipt of your Letter inclosed a
Copy of Lord Sterling’s Letter to me,! to General Dickenson by
Express as I did not see the Propriety of commanding my superior
officer to halt his Men.2 For this reason | submitted his Lordships
Letter to General Dickenson’s own Consideration. Nor am [ clear that
any continental officer, or any of our Committees have a right by any
regulation now in force to order the Militia of this Province out of
it.> 1 have the Honour to be Sir Your most obedient humble Servant
WIiL: LIVINGSTON
ALS, MHi.
1. See Lord Stirling to WL, March 24, 1776.
2. Philemon Dickinson had seniority as brigadier general, having received his
appointment on October 19, 1775.
3. This power was eventually given to George Washington by the New Jersey
Provincial Congress, on June 21, 1776. See George Washington to WL, June 28,

1776. Washington dismissed the New Jersey militia from active duty on April 15
(Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 4:479).

To Philip Schuyler
Philadelphia 2d May 1776

Dear Sir

Give me leave to introduce to your Acquaintance Colonel Dayton
of the third Jersey Battalion' as a Gentleman of an excellent Character,
affluent Circumstances, & the Reputation of considerable military
Accomplishments. I am Sir your most humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON
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ALS, NN.

I. Col. Elias Dayton’s battalion was one of six that Washington had ordered to
march “into Canada from the army at New York” pursuant to a Continental Congress
resolution of April 23, 1776. Washington was acting in response to Maj. Gen. Philip
Schuyler’s request for reinforcements (JCC, 4:302; Philip Schuyler to John Hancock,
April 12, 1776; Philip Schuyler to George Washington, April 12, 1776; George
Washington to John Hancock, April 25, 1776, in Force, American Archives, 4th ser.,
5:868, 871-72, 1068-70).

To Elias Dayton
[Philadelphia] 2 May 1776

Dear Sir

To those Gentlemen on the Station! with whom I am acquainted,
it gives me pleasure that I am able to give you the strongest
Recommendation. Of General Thomas? I have no personal Knowledge
or should have introduced you to his notice with equal Pleasure. Let
me beseech you to act the part of a friend & a Guardian to a Lad® whose
prudent Behaviour has endeared him more to me than the bare tie of

Nature. I wish you good Success & a safe return, & am Your most humble
Servant

WiL: LIVINGSTON

ALS, CtY.
I. Maj. Gen. Philip Schuyler’s camp at Albany, New York.
2. Maj. Gen. jJohn Thomas.
3. Henry Brockholst Livingston.

To Philip Schuyler
Philadelphia 2d May 1776

Dear Sir

My Son Brockholst is so intent upon going as Volunteer to Canada,
that I have at last yielded to his Sollicitation for obtaining my Consent.
As he has always behav’d so unexceptionably as never to have cost me
a Moment's uneasiness on Account of his Conduct, I am the more
reconciled to a Measure in which I do not see his personal Advantage.
The anxiousness of a Father for the Prosperity of a Son just entering
on the Stage of Action needs, to a Father, no description; & to another
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cannot be described. Your kind Patronage of him as far as he may
deserve it will be ever acknowledged by Dear Sir your most humble
& most obedient Servant!

WIiL: LIVINGSTON

ALS, CSmH.
1. Henry Brockholst Livingston became an aide-de-camp to Maj. Gen. Philip
Schuyler on May 11.

To Henry Brockholst Livingston
[Philadelphia] 3 May 1776

[Brockhol]st

You will seal the two inclosed Letters which are now open before
you deliver them.! Mr. Robert Morris & Allen? have not had Leisure to
write. When they do I shall send their Letters after you. I am your
affectionate Father

WIL LIVINGSTON

ALS, MHi. Mutilated.

1. Probably letters of WL to Philip Schuyler and Elias Dayton, May 2, 1776.

2. Robert Morris, a member of the Continental Congress from Pennsylvania.
“Allen”” may be Andrew Allen, also a delegate from Pennsylvania. Both Allen and WL
had served on a committee for procuring and casting cannon (JCC, 4:55, 162). Robert
R. Livingston also wrote to Schuyler on May 6 to introduce Henry Brockholst. He
explained that “‘he is now on his way to Canada as a volunteer, not having chose to
accept any command as he says till he has acquired some experience” (NN).

Committee Report
[Philadelphia, May 14-16, 1776]

The Committee! to whom were referred a Letter from General
Washington of the 11 of May instant,? a Letter from General Schuyler
of the 3d of May, and one from Capt. Daniel Robertson of the royal
highland emigrant Regiment of the 9th of May,> Beg Leave to report
that having considered the said Letters with their Inclosures and other
papers therein referred to, they came to the following Resolutions vizt:
1. Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this Committee that General
Washington be authorized to fill up Vacancies in the Army by issuing
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Commissions to such officers under the rank of Field officers as he
shall think proper persons to supply the vacancy, he informing the
Congress once every month of such appointments which shall be
deemed good & valid unless disapproved of by Congress on such
Information; & that blank Commissions be sent to the General for that
purpose.*

2. Resolved That it is the Opinion of this Committee that Lieut.
Colonel Burbeck be dismissed from the continental Service.’

3. Resolved That it is the Opinion of this Committee that it would be
a great saving to the united Colonies, & prevent many Inconviencies
resulting from the present manner of keeping & providing for Prisoners,
to have a Commissary for Prisoners appointed for each of the three
Departments to superintend & take the Direction & supplying of such
Prisoners as have already fallen or may here after fall into our hands
during the Course of the War, as nearly conformable as the Circum-
stances of this Country will admit of, to the Custom of ¢ other civilized
Nations.

4. Resolved That it is the opinion of this Committee that there be
raised for the Service of the united Colonies, one Battalion of
Germans.’

5. Resolved that it is the opinion of this Committee that any lead be
sent to General Schuyler as soon as possible; & that the Committee of
Middle Town of the Colony of Connecticut, of the County of Albany
in the Province of New York, of the County of North Hampton in the
Colony of the Massachusets Bay, of the County of Fin Castle in the
Dominion of Virginia & the several other Committees of such other
Counties in the united Colonies in which there are any lead mines, be
requested to transmit to this Congress with all convenient Dispatch
the State and Condition of the lead mines in their respective Districts®
Resolved that it is the opinion of this Committee that the Service will
render it necessary for General Schuyler to increase the Number of
Batteaus to two hundred.’

Resolved that it is the opinion of this Committee that four of the
Prisoners taken at St. John’s & suggested by the said Letter from Capt.
Robertson to have inlisted in the continental Army to wit William
Roughead & Elisha Grister in Capt. Hubley’s Company,'® John Santon
in Capt. Browne’s Company, & John Mayot in a Company unknown,
ought to be dismissed the Service & returned to their Corps at Lancaster."'
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ADf, DNA:PCC, 19, 6.

1. A committee consisting of WL, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson was
appointed on May 14. The committee report was heard on May 16, but action was
postponed until May 25. A resolve attributed to Richard Henry Lee was mistakenly
printed with the May 16 report (JCC, 4:352, 361-62, 391-92). Parts of this draft were
incorporated in a larger report of a committee of conference.

2. George Washingron to John Hancock (DNA:PCC, 152, 1).

3. These two letters are in DNA:PCC, 153, 2; 78.

4. George Washington, arguing military necessity, had asked to be able to appoint
officers rather than continue having to nominate candidates and then await the action
of the Continental Congress. This resolve was postponed on May 25 and ultimately
deleted from the formal report of a committee of conference on June 17 (JCC, 4:392;
5:451).

5. On April 12, 1776, Lt. Col. William Burbeck had written to Col. Henry Knox
refusing Knox’s order to march from Cambridge, Massachusetts, to New York City
(Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 6:425). Congress dismissed Burbeck on May 25
(JCC, 4:392).

6. Following “of ” WL crossed out: ““England & France described in an Inclosure in
his Excellency’s Letter, a Copy of which the Committee are of the opinion ought to
be transmitted to every General in the Continental Army.” No action on appointing
a commissary of prisoners was taken until October 7 (JCC, 5:850).

7. Acting on information from Maj. Gen. Artemus Ward, Washington had asked
Congress in his letter of May 11 to raise companies of Giermans to encourage
desertion among the twelve thousand Hessian troops in America. This draft resolve
was approved on May 25. The Continental Congress ordered the establishment of a
German battalion on June 27, 1776 (JCC, 4:392; 5:487-88).

8. WL’s draft resolve was substantially amended in a committee of conference to
which it was referred on May 25. WL's draft read: “‘Resolved that it is the opinion of
this Committee that possible; the governor & Assembly of the Colony of Connecticut,
the Committee of the Convention of New York, the General Assembly of the
Massachusetts Bay, & the Convention of the Colony of New Jersey, & the several
conventions of such other of the united Colonies in which there are any lead mines be
requested to transmit to this Congress with all convenient dispatch, the state and
Condition of the lead mines in their respective colonies.”” In response both to a request
from Maj. Gen. Philip Schuyler for lead (May 3) and to WL’s original draft, the
Continental Congress sent a letter to Virginia “requesting that they will immediately
forward to Philadelphia such quantity of lead as can be spared from that colony.” On
May 31, the committee presented the amended version of WL's resolve to the
Continental Congress. The Congress referred it to 2 committee of the whole, which
approved it on June 3 (JCC, 4:392, 408, 413).

9. This resolve was agreed to on May 25. It was mistakenly printed in the JCC as
part of a committee of conference report of May 31 (JCC, 4:392, 408).

10. Probably the company of Capt. Adam Hubley.

11. Capt. Daniel Robertson had informed the Continental Congress on May 9 that
four of the British prisoners taken after the surrender of Fort St. Johns had enlisted in
the Continental army. The substance of this draft resolve was agreed to on May 25 but
mistakenly included in a committee of conference report on May 31 (JCC, 4:392,
408).
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To Henry Brockholst Livingston
Philadelphia 29 May 1776

Dear Brock:

I beleive your present Station will be very agreable to your mamma,
to whom I sent a Copy of General Schuyler’s Letter to me,! & your
original Letter? to show her at the same time the great Regard the
General expresses for you; & your own Satisfaction with your present
Situation. You have it now in your Power to [see] much of our
military operations in that Department, & to acquire considerable Skill
in the commissary Business in which the General is probably superior
to every Man in America. By the Character he gives of the young
Gentlemen who compose his family, you may see what Qualifications
he deems essential. They are, says he all virtuous young men, sober,
industrious & secret.

I think I shall be able to procure the Cloth for the Coat; but as to
the Buff colourd Cloth for the waiscoat & Breeches,’ the Taylor gives me
but poor Encouragement. But if they cannot be procured, 1 will
endeavour to supply the want of them with nankeen, which may
answer for Summer. | hope you will make it your Business to please
the General both out of Gratitude for his kindness to you & for your
own sake, as it is in his Power & [ dare say inclination to advance you.
One very effectual way of pleasing him is to pay the closest Attention
to Business, as he is a man of indefatig[a] ble Industry, & abhors an idle
indisposition. Endeavour to make yourself master of every thing that
is worth knowing, especially of the State of the Troops in your
Department, & the geography of the several passes or Posts they will
occupy, so that if ever you should be sent to Congress upon public
Business, which may possibly be the Case, you may be prompt in
answering any Questions that may be proposed on those Subjects. I
am your affectionate Father

WIL: LIVINGSTON

ALS, MHi1.
[. Letter not found.
2. Letter not found.
3. Reference to Brockholst’s uniform.
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Committee Report
[Philadelphia, June 7, 1776]

The Committee to whom was referred the Consideration of the
Attempt made to counterfeit the Bills of Credit emitted by Congress!
Beg Leave to report that it appears to the Committee by sundry affi-
davits? the Confessions of the parties charged & other papers® that
Elizabeth Vandine the wife of Henry Vandine of Morris County in the
Province of New Jersey with the Privity of her said Husband has
counterfeited several Bills of the Continental Currency some of which
were passed by the said Vandine & others of them by his wife, & that the
said Vandine & his wife were for the said offence committed to the goal
of the County of Morris by order of the Committee of the Township
of Morris. Whereupon your Committee came to the following
Resoluttons.

That it be recommended to the provincial Convention of the
Province of New Jersey to direct the said Henry Vandine to make
satisfaction to such persons as have been injured by taking the said
counterfeit Bills.

That the said Henry & Elizabeth remain in Confinement or be let out
on good Bail for their appearance to abide their trial for the above
offence, as to the said Convention shall seem most proper.*

That it be recommended to the respective Legislatures of the united
Colonies to pass Acts of Legislation for making the continental Bills of
Credit a lawful tender in all payments, & for the most effectual
preventing the counterfeiting thereof.®

ADf, DNA:PCC, 26. In the hand of WL.

1. This committee, consisting of WL, Thomas McKean, Roger Sherman, John
Adams, Carter Braxton, and james Duane, had been appointed on April 30 (/CC,
4:321; 5:426).

2. These affidavits were from Mary Tucker, Henry Vandine, Elizabeth Vandine,
Matthew Vandine, Elizabeth Fordice, Mark Walton, John Panton, and Cornelius
Davenport. By a resolution of the New Jersey Committee of Safety of April 23, 1776,
the affidavits had been sent to the Continental Congress for its “advice and direction”
(Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 5:1038).

3. These affidavits and papers may be found in Force, American Archives, 4th ser.,
5:1038-42.

4. The Vandines were still in the Morris County jail on June 18, 1776. There is no
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evidence that they were ever brought to trial (Samuel Tucker to John Hancock, June
18, 1776 [DNA:PCC, 68]).

§. At this time the counterfeiting of Continental currency was not punishable as a
criminal offense. Nevertheless, it was a serious threat to confidence in Continental
currency. On June 21, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted the committee’s
recommendations and advised the respective legislatures of the united colonies to
enact legislation for punishing “persons who shall counterfeit, or aid or abet in
counterfeiting, the continental bills of credit, or who shall pass any such bill in
payment, knowing the same to be counterfeit” (JCC, 5:475-76). The resolve passed
by the New Jersey Convention on July 18 permitted the death sentence for
counterfeiting (Force, American Archives, 4th ser., 6:1648-49).
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Militia General
June 28-August 31, 1776

THEe pErFense of New York began in March 1776. George Washing-
ton’s army was chiefly occupied with the construction of forts and
redoubts along the Hudson River and in New York Bay to prevent a
British naval force from passing up the river and dividing the colonies.
Frantic military preparations took place at Long Island and Paulus
Hook. Positions along the Jersey shore—on the Hackensack and
Newark bays and the kills between Staten Island and New Jersey—
were manned only by small detachments of New Jersey militia.

Lack of manpower hindered the American army. On June 3, the
Continental Congress called on Massachusetts, Connecticut, New
York, and New Jersey to raise 13,800 militiamen to reinforce George
Washington in New York City. The New Jersey Provincial Congress
agreed to raise its quota of 3,300 men. It extended to Washington the
power to call out the colony’s militia. In June, William Livingston left
the Continental Congress to become the commander of the New
Jersey militia stationed along the shoreline from Bergen to Amboy.
His headquarters for the next two months was fixed at Elizabethtown.
In addition, a flying camp of 10,000 men located in New Jersey was
to be created from the militia of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and
Maryland.

In the face of the imminent invasion of New York in late June,
Washington requested that militia forces from New Jersey join in an
immediate march to New York. When 10,000 British and Hessian
soldiers landed on Staten Island on July 2, the inhabitants of New
Jersey were plunged into confusion and chaos. Rumor, uncertainty
over families left behind, and fear that untended crops would be
ruined all impaired the effectiveness of the small militia force under
Livingston that was guarding the numerous ferry slips and inlets along

55
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the Jersey shore. Shortages of field supplies, arms, and ammunition, as
well as a lack of cash to meet these needs, increased Livingston’s
problems. In addition, he was tested by the Loyalists, who, buoyed by
the proximity of British support, posed a serious internal threat to the
Whig military and civil establishment in New Jersey. A flow of orders
and commands dealing with these problems underscored the urgency
and confusion which prevailed in the first days of July. By July 19 the
Pennsylvania Associators had arrived from Philadelphia and partially
relieved the New Jersey battalions posted along the New Jersey coast.

Livingston’s activities as field commander included interrogating
deserters, furnishing intelligence, taking part in military planning, and
communicating with both the Continental army and the New Jersey
Convention regarding military movements, appointments, and sup-
plies. Although he professed to be uncomfortable in the field, he
worked diligently to maintain military effectiveness.

On September 1, Livingston ended his short-lived but eventful
military career to assume his duties as governor of New Jersey. By
then, the scene of the battle for New York had shifted to Manhattan
after the disaster on Long Island.

From George Washington

[New York] 28 June 1776

Sir
Since Writing the above we have certain Advice that a Fleet of 138
Sail left Halifax the 9th. Instant bound to Sandy Hook—And We have
little doubt but General How is arrived there within these few days in
the Grey Hound.! A Moments Time therefore is not to be lost. The
Plan proposed by your Provincial Congress of raising the Men as
Volunteers upon a Bounty appears to me to be totally inadequate to
the Necessity of the Case’—as there is not the least doubt but
something decisive must happen before they can reach this Place.
Unless therefore you can be certain that a considerable Body of Troops
under the Proposed Establishment can be had within a few days;
Agreeable to a Power lodged in me for that Purpose by the Provincial
Congress® [ do hereby direct you to call forth the Militia under your
Command or such of them as are set apart for special Service & March
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them to this Place with all possible Expedition taking Care that they
be provided with Arms Accoutrements & Camp necessaries such as
Blankets Kettles etc.

Lcy, NjJMoHP. Extract. In the hand of William Livingston, Jr. This extract was sent by
WL to Samuel Tucker on June 29.

1. Gen. Sir William Howe had sailed to New York aboard the frigate Greybound,
arriving at Sandy Hook on June 25.

2. The ordinance, passed June 14 by the New Jersey Provincial Congress, was
intended to raise thirty-three hundred men from New Jersey to reinforce the army at
New York. It provided for a bounty of £3 proclamation money to each enlisted man
(Prov. Congress, 550).

3. On June 21 George Washington had been authorized by the New Jersey
Provincial Congress to activate the militia simply by directing one of the brigadier
generals or colonels of the New Jersey militia to call out his troops (Prov. Congress,
468-69).

To George Washington
Elizabeth Town 28th: June 1776!

May it Please your Excellency

Since writing to Colonel Reed? & on considering what Number of the
Militia of this Province to call forth in pursuance of your Excellencys
Directions I find myself greatly embarrassed with respect to the Point
on which the direction appears to depend. This seems to be suspended,
upon my Opinion of the Certainty of a considerable Body of Troops
under the present Establishment being to be had within a few days.
Respecting this Point the men [ am told enlist fast and many of the
new Levies consist of the men lately drafted, but what Number of Men
will be ready in what Number of days I dare not take upon me to
determine. In this situation of Affairs I thought it most adviseable to
apply to your Excellency to specify the Number of Militia you would
direct me to call forth & march to New-York before I issued any Orders
for that Purpose & in order to save as much Time as possible I have
taken the Liberty to send this by Express & have the honor to be with
the profoundest Respect your Excellencys Most Humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON
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LS, CSmH. In the hand of William Livingston, Jr.

1. It is unclear when WL returned to active duty at Elizabethtown as a brigadier
general of the militia. A letter of Lt. Col. Mathias Ward of June 5 is addressed to
WL at Elizabethtown (MHi1). However, on June 7 WL was presumably in Phila-
delphia delivering a report on counterfeiting. A letter from a prisoner on June 21
also is addressed to him in his military capacity (MHi). On June 21 the Provincial
Congress wrote to ‘“General Livingston” to take command of the militia to be
dispatched to New York after the declination of Adj. Gen. Joseph Reed. Letter not
found. On june 25 the Provincial Congress received a letter from WL informing it that
he could not accept the command of that portion of the militia destined for New York.
Letter not found. Nathaniel Heard had been appointed brigadier general and placed
in command of that contingent. Although his location in June is unclear, WL was
probably at Elizabethtown by June 21.

2. Letter not found. Joseph Reed met with WL at Elizabethtown on June 28.

To Samuel Tucker
Elizabeth Town 29 June 1776
Sir
Yesterday afternoon [ received a Letter from General Washington a
Copy of part of which I inclose you, with a Copy of my answer. You
will be pleased to observe that agreable to his Directions such part of
our Militia as is to march to New York is to be provided with Camp
necessaries such as Blankets Kettles etc. as no time ought to be lost in
providing those necessaries. 1 hope the honourable Congress will
immediately give orders respecting them,! & inform me on whom I am
to depend for such Supplies. I think it will also be absolutely necessary
to have Magazines of Provisions in different parts of the Province, &
especially in this part of it as the Exigency of Affairs may render it
requisite to call forth a Number of militia for its own defence as well
as for that of New York in which Case it will be impossible without
some such Provision to support the Troops. I am Sir your most
humble Servant

ADf, MHi. Autograph copy from CSt is missing.

1. The New Jersey Provincial Congress on July 8 ordered camp kettles sent to Brig.
Gen. Nathaniel Heard's battalions in New York. It ordered flints, canteens, knapsacks,
cartridge paper, brushes and wires, and entrenching tools for WL's force in New Jersey
(Prov. Congress, 495-96).
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From Edward Thomas

Lebenon Township about 40 Miles W:
& [ ...] Southfrom E: Town
June 30: 1776 Hunterdon County

[Dear] General

Being Called in to this part of the Country on Some private business
of my Own, and haveing the General good always at heart, I have
Take in [some pains?] to Enquire in to [the] State of the New Leveys
& from what I Can Collect 1 believe The Companys in this County is
Not above half full although Some of the Companies hath Augmented
the Bounty to Eight pounds prock,' in Somerset I believe tis not much
Better, [ am at the house of Lieut. Colonel Johnson? Who is appointed
by the Congress to Serve this Campaign he thinks they may be Ready
here in about a Fortnight, Which will fall much Short of General
Washingtons Expectation, I tell them they must be fild up with the
Draughts but they think that will be Inexpedient as there are Numbers
of Tennants that Say if they are take in [away] at this Season of the
Year they may as Well knock their famalys in the head for that they
will be Ruined,® at a muster Some Time past in Order to Recruit men,
one half of Two Comanies Came with Clubs, Colonel Johnson was
knocked down by them & was Afterwards Obliged to Retreat, the Same
day one of the Capts. was much beat by them [ ... ]* has been to
Congress & has obtained an order [ ... ] them up five was taken
yesterday & Sent with a Gaurd of 20 Men to Burlington, There are a
party of one hundred & fifty Melitia out after more, among whom is
Major Vrelingbuysen> amongst the above five are Two of the Woofs,
who are Men of property & I believe will have a Sweat this heat in the
pocket way; as there was 400 Melitia Sent after them, Occasioned by
their giveing out that they was Eight hundred Strong had plenty of
Amunition etc. but when the Melitia Collected they Dispersed, &
Several that was Called Tories have Since appeard to be Staunch
Whigs & as long as they are kept in fear I Suppose will Continue Such.

I Expect to be Absent four or five Days Except Something More
than Common Should happen, Should my Regt. be [with?] you
[ ...] Call on Lieut. Colonel Smith & Major Spencer® who will give
Every Nessessary Assistance Should there be an Alarm before I Return.
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The Moment I hear it 1 Shall Repair home with the utmost dispatch
Should the Returns of the Draughts be wanting the Capts. all has
Coppys of them. I am Sir with the Greatest Respect your Obedient
Humble Servant.

Epwarp THoMmas

ALS, MHi. Mutilated.

1. Proclamation money.

2. Lt. Col. Philip Johnson.

3. Civilians in some areas did resist militia service because they feared that they
would be unable to harvest their crops. Refer to Col. Philip Van Cortland et al. to WL,
July 2, 1776 (MHi).

4. Three words missing.

5. Maj. Frederick Frelinghuysen. The Provincial Congress, learning of the situation,
had dispatched militia units from Hunterdon and Somerset counties on June 26 to
arrest twenty-six disaffected persons (Prov. Congress, 477-78).

6. Lt. Col. Jacamiah Smith and Maj. Oliver Spencer.

To Joseph Reed
New York [Newark] 3 July 1776

Dear Sir

I never could discover till the night before last that I was to
command the New Jersey Militia detached to N York; but then I
received a Letter from our Convention that General Dickinson having
done his Tour of Duty, it was expected I should take the Command
upon which I prepared yesterday to set out this Morning for New
York.! As I was setting out I received an express acquainting me that
a Number of the Enemy had landed at Staten Island & proceeded within
sight of our point, & expected to advance to Elizaheth Town, I
immediately gave orders to beat to arms, & soon collected about 300 of
the Militia & dispatched them to the point <and soon after received
Information that the Enemy had retreated about a Mile on the Main
Land having taken up the Plank from the draw Bridge in the Salt
Meadows. When I left E Town>our people were in such Confusion
that I left the Town with Reluctance, but thinking it my Duty to
proceed, I met Major Burr passing this Town. Your dispatches by him
induces me to believe that the Enemys Landing on Staten Island is a
much more serious affair than I at first imagined it. I now think it my
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duty to return & settle the plan you direct. As to officers of rank there
are several Colonels of our Militia now in new York. Colonel
Cortland? & Ford are both of very good Character. As to my Distance
from Town, I shall fix my residence in the Town plot as long as the
present Circumstances of afairs require it. I am Dear Sir your most
humble Servant

<You may depend on every Exertion in my Power on every Occasion
for the Common Service. I am in great Haste. Dear Sir etc.
P.S. We are greatly in want of both Powder & Ball, which I wish you
would endeavour to fall on some Mode of supplying.>

ADf, MHi. Portion in angle brackets in the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Letter not found. Although W1. had declined this command in late June, a letter
from Adj. Gen. Joseph Reed to the Provincial Congress, announcing the arrival of the
British fleet at Sandy Hook, had resulted in a call for all properly armed officers and
men to proceed to New York without delay (Prov. Congress, 483-84).

2. Col. Philip Van Cortland.

To Samuel Tucker
E Town July 3d 1776
Sir
In the present hurry, I can only inform the Congress, that this
Morning about 5 oClock we were alarmed with an Account of a Party
of the Enemy of about 5O or 60 being at the ferry Stairs opposite to
our Point.! Our Militia being principally detached to New York, it was
with difficulty I could get a Party of 50 or 60 Men to go down as an
advanced Party. The Enemy soon retreated to the main Land and took
Possession of a House along shore. After giving the necessary
directions, 1 set off for New York, where my Brigade are chiefly
detached. On my way in New Ark, I received a Letter? from the
adjutant General at New York, from which I found the Landing on
Staten Island to be more serious than I had imagined, and that it was
expected | should remain at this Place, therefore 1 immediately
returned—Since which 1 have found that the whole Force of the
Enemy, or the greatest part of it are landed on the Island.? They have
their Centries along Shore both ways as far as we can discover.
We are bare of Powder, Arms etc. but hope that some Care will be
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taken to forward an immediate supply.

I have ordered the Artillery Company under Capt. Neil to be
stationed a third at the Blazing Star Ferry—a Third at the Point—& a
third at New Ark Ferry. I leave it to the Congress to determine the
necessity of sending forward the other Company of Artillery now in
West Jersey.*

I have the Honor to be in great Haste Sir Yours etc.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. Elizabethtown Point.
2. Letter not found.

3. WL also learned of the seriousness of the situation from Lewis Ogden in a letter
of July 3 (MHi).

4. An ordinance had been passed by the Provincial Congress on March 2, 1776, to
raise two artillery companies. One was stationed in the eastern division of the province
and one in the western counties (Prov. Congress, 403, 437-40).

To Hugh Mercer

Elizabeth Town 3d. July 1776 6 o Clock P.M.
Sir

With respect to the Operations of the Enemy last night we have no
Intelligence at all.! What we can collect respecting their motions to
day is, that a little after Sunrise this morning a Party of them
amounting (according to the Estimation of one of the Inhabitants who
was made a Prisoner) to between fifty & Sixty took him with his Effects
as he was removing from Staten Island and was on the ferry stairs
opposite to our Point. They returned all his Effects & made him promise
to go over to this Place fetch his Wife & to live in peace assuring him
that they came not to injure but to protect the Inhabitants. During the
Day a party of them, have shewed themselves at the House of one Post
a Tavern on the Island, about a Mile along Shore.

They have taken up the Planks of a draw Bridge across a Creek in
the Salt Meadow on the Staten Island Side, opposite to the Point.
Their Centries appear along Shore to the Westward as far as Rhaway
River, which is about three miles from the Point towards Amboy and
near the Blazing Star Ferry, in order (I suppose) to prevent all Access
from this Province to that Island. Since [ recieved a Letter from
Colonel Reed (on my way to New York) informing me of their having
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landed on the Island, and collecting from his Letter, that my Presence
was more necessary here, than at New York,? I have ordered Capt.
Neil of our Artillery Company at Amboy, to proceed immediately
with his Company & four field Pieces, in two Divisions, one consisting
of one third of his Men & two field Pieces to the Blazing Star Ferry the
other to come on to this Place, where report is to be made & to wait my
further Orders. This at Present I propose to station at Eliza. Town
Point & at New Ark Ferry, where there are already two field Pieces, but
no men belonging to them.

Our People here seem to be greatly dispirited at so great a Part of
the force of this Province being drawn off to New York (important as
they deem that object to the Enemy) while they are absolutely at their
Mercy.? If the Connecticut Militia is arrived in such Numbers, as with
the Continental Troops, to be adequate to repel the expected attack
upon New York with the aid of part of the Jersey forces, it really seems
necessary in my poor Judgment, to return part of them to defend the
Borders of this Province, between New Ark and Amboy from their
depredations.* But this Sir is humbly submitted to the Judgment of my
Superiors in Command. | have the Honor to be Sir Your very Humble
Servant

WiL: LivingstoN, Brigadier General of the Militia of New Jersey

P.S. At the Point, we have about four or five hundred Men, but with
indifferent Arms & few Officers.

LS, DLC:GW. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer had requested information on British movements in a
letter to WL of July 3 (NN). Mercer had been sent by George Washington to New
Jersey to take overall command of American units there.

2. Letter not found.

3. Abraham Clark wrote to Col. Elias Dayton on July 14 (NN), expressing the fear
of the townspeople that *“Eliza. Town, long Obnoxious to the Enemy, would be laid
in Ashes.”

4. On July 2 Gov. Jonathan Trumbull and the Connecticut Council of Safety had
ordered three regiments of light horse to New York. They had authorized seven new
battalions on June 14, 1776, but they were not “‘ready so as to arrive at New York
seasonably for the expected attack of the enemy”” (Charles J. Hoadly and J. Hammond
Trumbull, eds., The Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut {Hartford, 1850-1890],
15:461). Connecticut troops had begun to arrive by July 10 (Fitzpatrick, Writings of
Washington, 5:249).
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From Jonathan Deare

New York 4th. July 1776

Sir
I Came to this place some days ago and have three Companys of
Militia from Woodbridge and Piscataway under my Command, the
Officers as well as Men have family & Effects to take Care of. We hear
the people on Staten Island are greatly Distressed & perhaps it may soon
be the Case in some parts of Jersey and as there are only about 200
men in those Companys and they are very Desirous to be Nearer there
familys to take some Care of them and maybe of more General service
than here. The several Officers of the Company have requested me to
Desire that you will be pleased to send a line to General Washington
to permit them to return to Eliz: Town or some other part of Jersey
—nearer their familys. I send Capt. Becker to you on purpose by

whom please send to the General your request. I am Sir your most
Humble Servant

JoNA DEARE

ALS, MHLiL

To George Washington

Eliza. Town July 4 1776.

May it Please your Excellency

Since my last to Mr. Adjutant Reed, nothing material has happened
here, excepting that we are fully Confirmed in the Enemy’s having
Posts along the whole Staten Island Shore as far as Amboy. They have
thrown up a couple of small Breast Works on the Cause way leading
from the Point over the Salt Meadows at the Entrance of the two
Bridges.

It is said that last Night they brought two pieces of Cannon to the
nearest work. We have between 4 & 500 Men at the Point who have
thrown up a Line from the Point House East ward to answer as a
Cover. We have two field Pieces with a part of the company of
Artillery of this Province.
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Your Excellency must be sensible that as the department I now act
in is to me entirely new, 1 must be desirous of every aid that can
possibly be obtained. If you Sir could spare a few experienced Officers
to assist me in this important Business, it might be of essential Service.
Our Men are raw & inexperienced—our Officers mostly absent—want
of Discipline is inevitable, while we are greatly exposed for the
distance of 12 or 14 miles. I have the Honor to be Sir Your very
Humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

LS, DLC:GW. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

From George Washington
[New York] Head Quarters July 5. 1776
Sir

Your Favour of the 4th. came safely to hand.! The Situation of New
Jersey is such & the Apprehension of the Inhabitants so justly excited?
that I have concluded to discharge the Militia from this Place except
those from Morris County whose internal Situation is such as to leave
them nothing to fear from the Enemy. These I have posted on Bergen
in order to prevent any Communication & to give the Enemy
Obstruction in Case they should attempt to land in that Quarter which
with the Assistance of the Continental Troops posted there I hope they
will be able effectually to do.

The Remainder of the Militia I have dismissed as [ have Reason to
believe the Enemy is waiting for the European Fleet & will not make a
general Attack untill it arrives.> But we have not yet one Man from
Connecticut. You will observe I have dismissed the Militia from hence
but have not discharged them as I am of Opinion a Part of them may
be usefully employed in the immediate Defence of the Province: In
this View they fall properly under your Command & I would suggest to
you the Propriety of stationing them in proper Places along the Shore
opposite to Staten Island so as to relieve the Inhabitants from the
Apprehensions they are under of being plundered as well as preventing
any Communication with the Enemy.

There are a Number of People in Amboy who will undoubtedly
open a Correspondence with them immediately & endeavour to excite
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Dissafection thro the Province now they feel themselves under some
kind of Protection. If it is practicable in the present Situation of Things
I am of Opinion these Officers of Government & the notoriously
dissafected then should be removed with all Expedition to less
dangerous Places—that the Cattle & Sheep and Horses on the Shores
contiguous to Staten Island should be immediately drive back—The
Ferries carefully attended to, & all Boats watchd that pass or attempt so
to do.

The Number of Men necessary for these Services you will be able
to ascertain better than I can—but in such Emergency it is better to
exceed than fall short.

As to Provision for the Men I presume while the Militia are
employed in the immediate Defence of the Province, the Expence at
least in the first Instance will fall upon the Colony. How far the
Continent will reimburse the Province I cannot determine—But the
Necessity of some Supplies being collected is so evident that I make no
Doubt the Convention will immediately go into it. In the mean Time
I should think no Person could run any Risque in doing what is
immediately necessary under your Appointment.

[ have been the more induced to dismiss the Militia that the new
Levies (or 6 Months Men) may be forwarded as soon as possible,* & 1
must request your Exertions for this Purpose as it is my Intention to
have them here without a Moments Delay.

Since this Letter was begun another of your Favours came to my
Hands informing me that the Enemy have thrown up two small Breast
Works on the Causeway from the Point. You also request some
experienced officers to be sent over—which I would gladly comply
with if in my Power but I have few of that Character, & those are so
necessarily engaged here, that for the present I must refer you to
General Mercer whose Judgment & Experience may be depended on. 1
have wrote him that I should endeavour to send over an Engineer as
soon as possible.

From all Accounts we receive I cannot think they have any serious
Intentions at present beyond making themselves Masters of Staten
Island, guarding against any Attack from us & collecting what Stock
they can. But at the same Time it is highly prudent for you to be in
the best Posture of Defence you can. I am Sir Your most obedient &
very Humble Servant

Go: WASHINGTON
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.S, MHi. In the hand of Joseph Reed.

1. Two letters of July 4 had been sent to George Washington. Letter referred to
here not found.

2. One observer noted “Waggons & Carts moveing the Household goods & effects
of the frontier Inhabitants which has been the case for several Days past.”” Azariah
Dunham to New Jersey Provincial Congress, July 4, 1776 (NjHi). Lewis Ogden of
Newark had written to George Washington on July 4, 1776 (DLC:GW), expressing
similar anxieties over the threat of British attack.

3. On july 12 Lord Howe arrived in New York harbor with over one hundred fifty
transports and warships.

4. Washington is making a distinction between militiamen hurriedly assembled
upon the arrival of the British at the end of June and those who had been called up
by the ordinance of June 14 to serve until December 1.

From Abraham Clark
Phila. July s5th. 1776
Sir,

I enclose a Declaration of Congress, which is directed to be
Published in all the Colonies, and Armies,' and which I make no doubt
you will Publish in your Brigade.

Part of the Pennsylvania Forces Marched this day to the assistance
of New Jersey, and the Principal part of the strength of Pennsylva. 1
expect will soon be on their March to your Aid.2 We can’t Account for
the scarceness of intelligence—no Express hath been sent by the
General since the beginning of this Week. All the News we get comes
by Private hands—some think the Expresses are intercepted, or the
Communication across Hudsons River cut of. I am in hopes to
Morrows Post will give a full Account of the Armies. I am Sir, Your
Humble Servant

ABRA: CLARK

P.S. By a Person this day from the Lower Counties in Jersey we are
informed a Vessel with Arms & Ammunition pursued by a Man of War
Run on shore at or near Egg harbour, from which was taken about 200
half barrels of Powder & some Arms before the Man of War boats drove
them off & took possession—after getting Possession they set the Vessel
on fire, or by some means or other, the Powder left on board took fire
and blew them up about 50 in Number. This Account Comes so well
Authenticated that it is not doubted as to the truth.?

A.C
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ALS, MHi.

1. Declaration of Independence (JCC, 5:510-16).

2. Pursuant to a resolve of Congress of July 4, the delegates of New Jersey and New
York met with political and military representatives of Pennsylvania and the city of
Philadelphia on July 5. The representatives resolved to send most of the Pennsylvania
Associators to New Jersey until they could be relieved by the Pennsylvania elements
of the flying camp (Evans, no. 15150).

3. On June 29 Capt. Hugh Montgomery of the brig Nancy, pursued by British
warships, ran his vessel aground at Cape May. Under cover of fog he removed a large
part of the cargo, including gunpowder and firelocks. When the fog lifted, Captain
Montgomery discovered British boats approaching. He probably lit a fuse leading to
a quantity of powder in the cabin, set fire to the mainsail, and then fled to shore.
British sailors boarded the Nancy, and the explosion of the gunpowder killed many of
them (Force, American Archives, Sth ser., 1:14; William James Morgan, ed., Naval
Documents of the American Revolution, United States Naval Division [Washington,
D.C, 1970], 5:952).

From Samuel Tucker

Trenton July 5th 1776

Dear Sir

Your Letter of the 3d was Laid before Congress this morning' and
an order was Emmediately Dispacthed to Capt. Hugg of the western
artelery Company? ordering him to march to new Brunswick with all
Possible Dispatch their to Receive your orders for his future
government. We got Two Tunns of Powder from the Committee of
Secrecy?® which was Devided among the Countys* and Sent foward. 1
Received a Letter this morning from John Dennis Esq.> adviseing that
he Received and fowarded the Quota of Your County Bergen monies
etc. Congress are well Pleased that you have Directed the Eastern
artelery Company as you have Informed them, by which means the
will be Serviceable. If a further Supply of Powder should be necessary
beg you will advise us Spedely. I have Little Time to write. Congress
Removed from Burlington to this Town Last Evening. The Times are
Exceedingly Distressing. 1 pray god to Preserve us from the Intended
oppression. I am Dear Sir your Most Humble Servant

Sam TuUckER
ALS, MH1.

1. See WL to Samuel Tucker, ]uly 3, 1776.
2. Prov. Congress, 492.
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3. The Secret Committee of the Continental Congress had been appointed to
contract for the importation and delivery of not more than five hundred tons of
gunpowder (JCC, 2:253).

4. Prov. Congress, 485-86.

5. Letter not found.

To George Washington
Eliza. Town July 5:1776

May it please your Excellency

Since my last, I have received so many Applications from the
Inhabitants along the Sound, Woodbridge' & Amboy relating to the
defenceless State of their Borders, the whole Militia being sent to New
York, that to allay their Fears (with the approbation of General
Mercer, who had stopped them at New Ark Ferry, when they were
ordered to assist General Herd) I ordered Major Duyckink with 600
Middlesex Militia, to Amboy leaving 100 Men at the Blazing Star
Ferry.2

This Morning I recieved an Application from the three Companies
of the Woodbridge Militia now at your City, requesting my Interest
with your Excellency to let them return to defend that Quarter’>—but
perhaps when they are informed of the above disposition, it may make
them easy. [ have this moment received an Express* with a piece of
Information which I trouble you with, only from the advantage that
may arise from your having Intelligence of every kind, that the whole
may be compared together—and to prevent Mistakes, I beg leave to
transcribe the Letter. “‘Sir a relation of Mr. Dississway stole away from
Staten Island last Night in a small Canoe with James Fitz Randolph®
(both of whom are returned again) they are staunch Friends & say that
if Dissisway does not return by to Morrow his Estate shall be forfeited.
Randolph says he is much insulted for being a Whig by the lowest
Sort, but must return to save his Family from being Hostages. He
heard the Major with other officers declare at about 4 oClock
yesterday, there should be 3000 Men landed at Amboy this day before
that Time and from what he could gather, that they intended to push
Matters in the Jerseys. We are in such a Situation at this Time, that
with difficulty we raise a small Guard and many begin to talk of being
afraid we are sold, and if the Clamor is not soon stopped God only



70 JULY 1776

knows what soon will be the Consequence in this Place as some intend
to go over themselves & Families and not return.”

This Letter was wrote this Morning & is signed Danl. Moores, who
is a principal Man in the Neighbourhood. Nothing material has
happened here last Night, except that being informed of a large parcell
of fat Cattle being pastured on the Neck along the Sound, I have
ordered a Party to drive off all Cattle and Sheep to a Place of Safety.
The Enemy are throwing up Breast Works at every Avenue to the
Island, but do not appear otherwise very busy.

I have just been informed that the west Jersey Militia are on their
way to this Place, and I shall forward them on to New York unless I
recieve contre-orders from your Excellency. I have the Honor to be
Your Excellency’s most Humble Servant

WiL: LIVINGSTON

P.S. to a Letter from Philadelphia—July 5 1776

By a Person this day from the lower Counties in Jersey, we are
informed a Vessel with arms & ammunition pursued by a Man of War,
run on Shore at or near Egg Harbour, from which was taken about
200 half Barrells of Powder & some arms before the Man of War’s Boats
drove them off & took Possession. After getting Possession they set the
Vessel on Fire, or by some means or other, the Powder left on Board
took Fire & blew them up about 50 in Number. This Account comes so
well authenticated that it 1s not doubted as to the Truth.

.S, DLC:GW. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. The Woodbridge Committee had appealed to WL for aid on July 4, stressing
both the defenseless situation of the town and the imminent enemy threat to the
Amboy area and the Blazing Star Ferry (MHi).

2. Maj. John Duyckinck arrived at Amboy with 450 men the same day (John
Duyckinck to WL, July 5, 1776 [DLC.GW] ).

3. See Jonathan Deare to WL, July 4, 1776.

4. Letter not found.

5. Cornelius Dissoway was granted permission by WL to return to Staten Island.
Refer to Abraham Clark to Elias Dayton, July 14, 1776 (NN).
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To George Washington
Elizabeth Town § July 1776

May it please your Excellency,

| forwarded the inclosed early this morning, but thro’ a mistake of
the express was this moment returned to me. Since which I am
honoured with your Excellency’s Letter of this Day, part of which is
answered by the enclosed Letter. Every thing in my power shall be
carefully attended to, for the public Good. We have plenty of
Provision, | am informed it will continue. I forgot to mention in my
last, that on examining a Person who was taken by one of the Ten-
ders' in the Kills, I found that Capt. Williams of the Tender, has a Wife
& Children in New-York. He married Benjm. Stout’s Daughter in the
Bowry. | mention this Circumstance, as it may lead to discover a
Correspondence between them. The Examinant said that Capt. Wil-
liams expressed his Desire of leaving the Service & getting to New-York.
General Mercer having returned Yesterday, I send back the Letter
directed to him.

Col. Drake of the 2d. Morris Battalion has not been able to come
down with his Men, 'ull this Day. He has about 250 men, who will
be here this evening, and 1 shall forward them to New York to morrow
morning without delay, unless your Excellency shall give other Orders.
I have the Honor to be Your Excellency’s most humble & most obedient
Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

LS, DLC:GW.
1. tenders: small boats attending a man-of-war.

To Jonathan Deare
Eliz Town § july 1776
Sir
Your letter came safe to hand and | have wrote to General
Washington in consequence,! who alone can judge of the Propriety of
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your request. You may assure your Detachment that every Step in my
Power has been taken to secure that part of the Country. Major
Duyckink with S00 Men are this Morning arrived at Amboy where |
have stationed them and 100 Men at the Blazing Star with two pieces
of Artillery.

From every Thing I can learn, there is not the least danger of the
Enemy troubling this Province for some time. Am Sir Your Humble
Servant

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. See Jonathan Deare to WL, July 4, 1776, and WL to George Washington, July
5, 1776.

To Samuel Tucker
Eliza. Town Head Quarters July 6 1776
Sir

Permit me to acquaint the Congress thro’ you, of our Proceedings
since my last.

By the help of the Inhabitants for several Miles round we were able
to throw up a very good Breast Work at the Point, and to secure that
Pass with a Guard of several hundred Men. As soon as it was in my
Power, I detached Major Duyckink of the Middlesex Militia (a very
expert Officer) with about 50 Men to Amboy with orders to leave
100 Men at the Blazing Star Ferry.!

General Washington being informed of our dangerous Situation,
returned Colonel Quick with the Somerset Battalion, & Colonel
Ward? with the New Ark Battalion & Majors Deare & Steele’ with several
Companies of the Middlesex Militia, to our aid, these with Colonel
Drakes Battalion of about 220 Men I disposed off as follows.

Colonel Quick T shall for the present keep here to relieve the
Inhabitants at the Point, who are fatigued beyond their Strength being
kept hard at Work almost Night & Day since the alarm. He will be
stationed from the New Ferry to Rhaway River. Colonel Ward is
stationed from Passaick River Ferry along the Bay and at New Ark.
Majors Deare & Steele with the Companies under their Command are
Posted in and about Woodbridge so as to be ready to assist either
Amboy or the Blazing Star Ferry as Occasion may require. Colonel
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Drake with one Batallion of the Morris Militia is posted at Hackensack
Ferry along the Bay side to the Kills, where I am informed Colonel
Ford has a Post by orders from Gen. Washington. From the
Movements of the Enemy, I cannot concieve that they intend any
Thing more for the present than to secure the Island till they are
refreshed & reinforced—altho’ it is reported they are preparing to take
possession of Amboy, tho’ I think without foundation. I must
acknowledge to you that I feel myself unequal to the present impor-
tant Command and therefore wish for every assistance in my Power.
I could wish to have the Congress much nearer,* The number of Men
that are now in the Service here, loudly call for more ample Supplies
of almost every necessary (except Provisions) than can be obtained
here, Such as Ammunition, Flints, Arms & indeed Stores of every kind,
an attention to which I can not give in the manner I would choose in
the present Emergency. We are greatly in want of a Quarter Master
general, who might relieve me of this Trouble which does not
properly belong to my department. There is also a necessity of
Providing some Punishment for those of the Inhabitants who refuse to
attend their Officers at the present Occasion—as the fine of 4/ or even
10/° 1s of but little Consequence at this Time and those who do turn
out complain heavily of the inequality of the Service.

Expences are daily increasing but I have yet heard of no Provision
made for Payment. I have no Person on whom I can draw for a
farthing. This shews the urgent necessity of having Commissioners
here from your Body on whom I may call as occasion may require.

I have lately received a Letter from Gen. Washington a Copy of
which I think necessary to enclose to you,” as it relates to the Colony
in general. I received your Letter of the 29 June from New York Six
Days after the Date of it.* I must beg you will not write matters of
Importance but by Express.

Since writing the above I received yours of yesterday and earnestly
wish the arrival of Captain Hugg.

I enclose you a Copy of a Letter I received just now from Major
Duyckink from Amboy, his Situation is rather doubtfull, as with the
aid of their Ships the Fnemy can Command a Landing if they Please.

Since the receipt of the above Letter, I found it necessary to order
two Companies of the Hunterdon Militia with two Companies of
Colonel Drakes Battallion making in the whole 250 Men to Amboy
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and the rest of Colonel Drakes Battallion (as he had not marched out
of this Town to Hackensack) I have stationed on & about Rhaway River.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Refer to John Duyckinck to WL, July 5, 1776 (MHi).

2. Lt. Col. Mathias Ward of the Essex County militia.

3. Probably Capt. Thompson Stelle.

4. Between the comma and “‘the,” WL crossed out ‘‘as well as the aid of General
Dickinson to whom I have wrote, a Copy of which I enclose.”

5. The fine for not attending general militia musters or reviews was ten shillings for
each default. Those who did not attend properly equipped for monthly meetings of
their companies were fined four shillings (Prov. Congress, 259).

6. The commissioners for the Western Division were William Tucker, Abraham
Hunt, David Pinkerton, and Alexander Chambers. Those of the Eastern Division were
Hendrick Fisher, John Ross, Isaac Woodruff, and Azariah Dunham (Prov. Congress,
417, 459).

7. Enclosure not found. May be George Washington to WL, July 5, 1776.

8. Letter not found.

From John Duyckinck

Perth Amboy, July 6, 1776. Maj. John Duyckinck reports that his men
have taken eight Loyalists from the Amboy area into custody on orders
from Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Heard. He mentions the possibility of an
enemy attack.!

LS, DLC:GW,
1. “We can't help thinking our situation precarious with the few troops there,”
Duyckinck writes, “*& could wish a reinforcement as soon as may be convenient.”

To George Washington
Elizabeth Town 6 July 1776

May it please your Excellency,

This moment an express arrived from Major Duyckinck, a copy of
whose Letter | enclose to save time. I shall be glad of some immediate
directions what to do with the prisoners,' as in the mean time I am
obliged to keep them under Guard. I am acquainted with but one of
them, John Smyth Esqr. who is a man of so great integrity that I think
great faith might be given to his Word. If they are to remain in this
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province, 1 know of nothing that can be done with them so
conveniently as to forward them on, to the Conventicn, who can
provide for their safe keeping. The internal Counties are now so
destitute of Men, that I should think it dangerous to trust them there,
nor do I know in whom in those parts to put sufficient confidence to
intrust their safe keeping.

I am under the greatest difficulty with regard to Ammunition, as the
whole back Militia are unprovided, and 1 am prevented from sending
such detachments to particular places as I think necessary for want of
powder & Ball.

(Since writing the above, Capt. Kennedy? & Mr. Cuyler® are sent in
Prisoners from New ark.)* I have the honour to be your Excellency’s
most humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

P.S. In Consequence of Major Duyckincks Letter | have detached 250
Men to him from the Hunterdon & Morris Militia.

1S, DLC.GW.

1. John Smyth, Philip Kearney, Michael Kearney, Jr., William Hick, Thomas
Skinner, Dr. John Lawrence, Capt. Johnston Fairholme, and Isaac Bonnell.

2. Capt. Archibald Kennedy was sent to the Provincial Congress, which ordered
him paroled on July 13. However, Kennedy was still imprisoned at the end of
September. At that time he appealed to WL for parole (Prov. Congress, 505; Archibald
Kennedy to WL, September 30, 1776 [Nj]).

3. Henry Cuyler was ordered paroled by the Provincial Congress within a two-mile
radius of his own house after posting a £1,000 bond on July 16 (Prov. Congress,
508-9).

4. Refer to Elisha Boudinot to WL, July 6, 1776 (MHi).

From George Washington

Head Quarters New York July 6. 1776 5. o Clock P.M.

Sir
Your Favour of this Date inclosing Major Duyckincks Letters was
this Moment received. The known Dissafection of the People of
Amboy & the Treachery of those of Staten Island who after the fairest
Professions have shewn themselves our invetirate Enemies induced me
to give Directions that all Persons of known Enmity or doubtful

Character should be removed from Places where they might enter into
a Correspondence with the Enemy & aid them in their Schemes. For this
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End General Heard had Directions to apprehend such Persons as from
their Conduct had shewn themselves inimical or whose Situations,
Connections or Offices gave just Cause of Suspicion. I have no
Knowledge of the Persons apprehended but suppose General Heard
had good Reasons for taking hold of these. However if [there] are any
whom from your personal Knowledge & Opinion you think may be
permitted to return I have no Objection & sending the others to the
Provincial Congress for their Disposal. But as to the former [ would
suggest to you that my Tenderness has been often abused & I have had
Reason to repent the Indulgence shewn them. I would shew them all
possible Humanity & Kindness consistent with our own Safety—but
Matters are now too far advanced to sacrifice any Thing to Punctilio.

I have given Directions to forward you a Supply of Ammunition—
but must beg you to inculcate the utmost Frugality & Care of it as we
have no Superfluity. This Supply consists of Cartridges, some loose
Powder & Lead. If you have any Occasin for Ammunition for Field
Peices which the latter will not supply I will endeavour to assist you
but I would wish you to make no more Draughts than are absolutely
necessary.

General Mercer has just sett off for Jersey in his Experience &
Judgment you may repose great Confidence. He will proceed to
Amboy after conferring with you.!

You will please to keep me constantly informed of the Proceedings
of the Enemy & be assured of every Assistance & Attention from Sir Your
most obedient & very Humble Servant

Go: WASHINGTON

LS, MHi. In the hand of Joseph Reed.

1. In a letter to John Hancock, July 4-5, 1776, George Washington noted that on
July 3 he had ordered Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer to supervise the deployment of troops
in New Jersey (Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 5:222).

To John Duyckinck

[Elizabeth Town] July 6 1776

Sir

Immediately on receipt of your Letter, | detached off 2 Companies
of Hunterdon Militia and two Companies of Morris Militia amount-
ing in the whole to 250 Men, being all the reinforcement I can
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possibly send you, unless I should supersede your Command, which I
am loath to do, as I am quite Satisfied with your Behaviour." Am etc.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Flias Boudinot.
1. If Duyckinck’s force were increased, it would have to be commanded by a
higher-ranking officer.

From Joseph Reed
New York Head Quarters July 6[7].! 1. oClock

Sir

Since sealing the Letter which accompanies this? I have Reason to
think Col. Ford’s Regiment did not stay at Bergen as we expected.
Whether he did not receive the Orders, or finding the other Militia all
going home he thought it too hard to stay I don’t learn: But it
interferes very much with the Plan of our Operations here to be
obliged to detach any more Troops to that Place & yet it must be done
if the Militia cannot be prevailed to do that Duty. We were in Hopes
500 of them might have been induced to stay there as their principal
Difficulty seemed to be coming over to this Place.

If that Number of the Militia more distant could come over & take
upon them the Guard of that Pass untll the Troops from New
England or else where could releive them (which may be in a very
short Time) it would be an acceptable Service: But at present all other
Attendance from them may be dispensed with & you will be pleased to
regulate it accordingly. Col. Puttnam® was so engaged that he could
not go over to day—but nothing particular happening you will see
him in a very short Time & have his Advice about any Works necessary
to be thrown up for your Defence & Security. I am with much Respect
& Regard Dear Sir Your most Obedient & very Humble Servant.

Jos: REeD

ALS, MHi.

I. This letter, referred to in future correspondence as a letter of_luly 6, was in fact
written at 1:00 a.m., July 7.

2. See George Washington to WL, July 6, 1776,

3. Col. Rufus Putnam.
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To Joseph Reed
[Elizabeth Town, July 7, 1776]

Sir

Your favours of yesterday' are duly recieved by which I am
informed that Colonel Ford has left his Post at Bergen. This much
surprizes me as | have not heard a Word of it before, and I should have
expected Colonel Ford would have acquainted me with it, that
measures might have been taken to have supplied it. I ordered Colonel
Ward? with the New Ark Militia to Hackensack Ferry & along the Bay
side on Bergen the Day before yesterday who I hope still Continues
there, and may be sufficient untill I can forward some relief from West
Jersey, whose Militia I hope will soon arrive to assist those who turned
out on the first Alarm. As to Colonel Drake of the Morris Militia | was
under a necessity of countermanding his orders® for marching on to
Paulus Hook or Bergen, and detached 120 of his Men to Amboy with
2 Companies of the Hunterdon Militia, (the only 2 Jersey Troops that
are arrived) and the rest I have sent to rhaway River to cover the Shore
thereabouts as it i1s an Inlet to the Post Road.*

By the first Western Troops, Colonel Ward & Colonel Ford (if still on
Bergen) shall be relieved. Am etc.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. See George Washington to WL, July 6, 1776, and Joseph Reed to WL, July 6,
1776.

2. Lt. Col. Mathias Ward.

3. Col. Jacob Drake had originally been ordered to march to New York via Paulus
Hook. See WL to George Washington, July 5, 1776. He was finally ordered to
reinforce Maj. John Duyckinck at Perth Amboy.

4. See WL to Samuel Tucker, July 6, 1776, for a detailed account of the final
deployment of the troops.

From John Duyckinck
Amboy July 7th. 1776

Dear Sir
Your favor of yesterday with the Detachment therein mentioned are
Arrived and am very glad to find it has much spirited the Men, but
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they are greatly Concerned about their Harvest & think the more hard
of Confinement to the Service as they understand that a great part of
the Militia from other Counties are returning home.

As our first Orders were for the Whole Militia I have given no
Discharges (except for the Sick). Therefore the General will please to
Inform me how to act. I take all means to keep the men together even
by sending to the Committees' requesting them to send all men back
which should leave us, which is Complyed with. If we are so Strickt
& the other Counties Indulged the men will have Cause of Complaint.

You mention you can not send any more men unless you Supercede
me which you’re loath to do, am much oblidged to you for your good
opinion & shall always endeavour to act in such a manner as may
deserve your esteem, but begg the General if he thinks more men
necessary at this place would pay no regard as to the Superceding me
in Command provided he be a good man and a Man now above me
in Command. I should be glad the General would Immediately take
into Consideration wether any should be discharged for Harvest & let
me know [by] return of bearer.

I think it would be proper to have Breastworks hove up in such
places as is Supposed they may land if they attackt this place, &
Breastworks Back of the Town in case they should land any place
above & attackt in the rear. If the General’s ¢pinion Corresponds with
mine a Person acquainted with Intrenching will be necessary for our
Instruction. The men will now have Leisure time & can do a great deal
of work without much Fatigue by being frequently relieved. If now
attackted by them have no advantage over them as to Situation of the
Ground am Sir Your Humble Servant

JNo: DuyckINck, Major

ALS, MHi.
I. Town committees of observation or correspondence.

To George Washington
Elizabeth Town July 7. 1776.

May it please your Excellency,
By Capt. Swan of the new Levies just going off for the City, I take
the Liberty of enclosing a Rough Draught of the Sound & Jersey Shore
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from Elizabeth Point to Amboy, with an Abstract of the different Posts
I have directed along the same.!

Altho’ this may not be of any essential Service, yet I thought it not
amiss; as it might give You an Idea of what I had done, that your
Excellency might rectify any Thing that was amiss in the Arrangement.

Since writing the above, a deserter is brought into me, whose
Examination I have taken & therefore enclose it,2 & forward this by
Express, lest it should be delayed. I have also this Moment received
Intelligence from Philadilphia, that the Pensylvania forces marched the
5 instant to our Assistance, and that the principal Part of the Strength
of Pennsylvania will soon be on their March for the same benevolent
Purpose.

I received your Excellency’s Letter respecting the Persons ap-
prehended at Amboy, & I shall send them all (except Smith, whom I
think I can trust on his parole), to the Convention to Morrow
morning. | have the honor to be your Excellencys most humble
Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

LS, DLC:GW,

1. Enclosure not found.

2. This enclosure is an account of the British arrival from Halifax given by a
deserter, James McFarlan, an English light infantryman. He reports that the army is
awaiting reinforcements from England. He discloses that the English troops he has
seen are suffering from a shortage of food (Examination of James McFarlan,
July [7), 1776 [DLC:GW]).

From George Washington
Head Quarters New York, July 8. 1776
Sir

Your favour of yesterday with the Inclosures is received.

Col. Puttnam' went over yesterday & after doing what is necessary at
Bergen will proceed to Eliza. Town & from thence to Amboy. He is our
principal Engineer & may depended upon for Skill & Industry.

The Deserter whose Examination you sent was brought over last
Evening. Two others from the Fleet came up this Morning. Their
Accounts correspond pretty [exact]. The latter inform us that Capt.

Morris? & Elisha [ . . .] of Monmouth County came down to the Hook
a few Days ago with 60 Men & are now on Staten Island.? It may be
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proper this should be made known to the Committee of their County
or some other Authority that proper Measures may be taken as to their
Families & Effects. As we may expect Deserters daily I would wish that
you would take their Examinations & forward to me but dispose of their
Persons so as they may do us no Prejudice if they should be inclined.
The Congress have allowed 4 Dollars to every Deserter without his
Arms & 14 to those who desert with. The[se] Expences on being
ascertained | will direct to be paid here, unless you could negotiate it
directly thro the Congress which I should prefer.

In the Examination of Deserters you will please to interrogate them
particularly as to the Numbers & Health of their Army. The prevailing
Opinion among the Soldiery of their Plan & Intentions for the Persons
of their Rank cannot be supposed to be acquainted with Particulars or
any special Expedition, it is very observable that they have a general
Knowledge of their Strength expected Reinforcements & the great Plan.

Considering our Situation & Advantage I should think it very
practicable (if suitable Persons could be found for the Purpose) to have
constant Intelligence of their Proceedings, the State of their Guards
etc. 1 wish you would with some confidential Persons hear your
Thoughts upon this Subject. As the gaining Intelligence is of the
last* Importance & the Intercourse they admit & encourage with the
Inhabitants seems to afford a fair Opportunity of establishing a
Correspondence of this Nature.

A Quantity of Musket Cartridges was sent over yesterday to Powles
Hook to the Care of Col. Durkee to be delivered to your Order. You
will please to recommend the greatest Care in keeping & Frugality in
using them & particularly to caution the Officers & Soldiers against firing
at great Distances, an Error to which young Troops are much exposed
& which occasions a great Waste of Ammunition. I am Sir, with much
Regard Your most Obedient & very Humble Servant

Go: WASHINGTON

LS, MHi. Mutilated. In the hand of Joseph Reed.

1. Lt. Col. Rufus Putnam.

2. John Morris.

3. On June 26 and July 3, the New Jersey Provincial Congress had dispatched
soldiers from Burlington and Monmouth counties to suppress an armed insurrection
in Monmouth (Prov. Congress, 476, 489).

4. last: utmost, extreme.
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To Joseph Reed
Elizabeth Town 8 July 1776

Sir

Enclosed you have an Fxamination of one Wm. Ash, who was taken
& carried to Staten Island some days ago.! From every Thing I can
discover of the movements of the Enemy, they are scattered rather in
a Careless manner over the whole Island, at least round the North &
Western Shores. Your & Gen. Washingtons favours of yesterday & this
day came safe to hand and be assured I shall keep you well informed
of every thing that comes to my Knowledge. Agreeable to your
Advice, | sent to Paulus Hook for the Ammunition, with an order on
the Commanding Officer there (before I had recieved yours mention-
ing his Name)? but the Messenger is returned with an Account that the
Commanding Officer has none, nor does he know any Thing of your
sending any there.

On enquiring after the Gandrick Hendricks you mention,® no such
Person could be found, on which it was suspected that the Place was
Mistaken, and that Middle Town Point was the Place intended. On
which I forwarded Lieut. Dunham to that Place, with proper
directions and he has been so successfull as to bring the Man with him.
He denies every Charge against him but as the Witnesses are with you
[ send him on.

Nothing material has happened here since yesterday excepting the
arrival of a 20 Gun Ship in the road* at Amboy.

As we are in great want of Ammunition, I must beg you will give
some orders relating to the forwarding it on.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Capt. William Ashe had been sent from Staten Island with a pass from Sir
William Howe (Examination is in DLC:GW).

2. Lt. Col. John Durkee.

3. Refer to Joseph Reed to WL, July 7, 1776 (MH1). WL provides an incorrect first
name for Hendricks. Conrad Hendricks was brought back to New Jersey; he was
examined and discharged by the Provincial Congress on July 19 (Prov. Congress, 514).

4. road: a sheltered body of water near shore where vessels may lie at anchor in
safety.
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To Stephen Skinner
(Elizabeth Town, July 8, 1776]

<General Livingston’s Compliments to Mr. Skinner and the Gentlemen

with him at Mrs. Graham’s and informs them that excepting Mr.
Smith! they are to go to Trenton, and to be under the Direction of the
Provincial Congress there.? The General gives the Gentlemen this
early Intelligence hoping they will be ready to set off from this Place
so as to reach Brunswick this Evening.>An officer will wait on them as
soon as they are ready for their Journey.?

A suspicion of those Gentleman’s favouring the measures of the
Enemy, & the danger from their Situation of their Corresponding with
them is assigned as the Reason of their being transmitted to<general
Livingstons Care and from him to the P. Congress.*>

ADf, MHi. Portions in angle brackets in the hand of Elias Boudinot.

I. John Smyth. Between “Smith” and “they,” the following passage has been
crossed out: “the Fxpress From General Washington is returned and in Consequence
thereof.”

2. With the exception of John Smyth, this group of prisoners was temporarily
paroled within the limits of Trenton by the Provincial Congress on July 9. On July 13
the prisoners were paroled to various locations throughout the state (Prov. Congress,
497-99, 503-5).

3. A sentence concluding the paragraph, in the hand of Flias Boudinot, has been
crossed out. It reads: “General Livingston knows of no other reasons for those
Measures, than a general Suspicion of these Gentlemen, least they should hold a
Correspondence which gives Intelligence to the Enemy.”

4. After “transmitted to,” WL. originally wrote, “Me [ ...] to prevent such their
apprehended Designs, being only [ ...] suffices in the Case & obliged to obey the
Directives of his Superiors.”” The passage has been replaced by the phrase in the text.

To John Duyckinck
Elizabeth Town Head Quarters July 8: 1776.
Sir
I can give You no particular Orders at present farther than to

prevent the Enemy’s landing if possible, but if they should be so
strong, as to render that impracticable, You will harrass them as far as
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is consistent with a prudent Retreat & to keep them from coming into
the Country, as [ will reinforce You as soon as possible.! You must
keep me informed of every Movement they make from Time to Time.

Generel Mercer from New-York 1s here, and will be with You this
Afternoon. Am Sir Your Humble Servant

Df, MHi.

1. For Duyckinck’s request for more troops, see John Duyckinck to WL, July 7,
1776.

To George Everson

H.Q. Eliz. Town July 8 1776
Sir,
As I am in great want of a Quarter Master General, and have wrote

to the Congress for such an Officer, but none being yet appointed, 1
must beg you will execute that office until I hear from the Congress.!

Df, MH1. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
I. See WL to Samuel Tucker, July 6, 1776.

To Samuel Tucker
E Town July 8 1776
Sir
I am sorry to trouble you again with two Prisoners just sent down
to me in Consequence of orders from Gen. Washington. Mr. John
Richards has been long notoriously disaffected to the Cause of
american Freedom and from the best information has done more
injury in the County where he lives than any other Person whatever.
Dr. Hicks the other Prisoner, I know nothing of him farther than that
he is on half pay from the Crown of England and greatly disaffected
to the american Cause.’
If you have not appointed an adjutant General, I should beg leave
to recommend to the Choice of the Congress Mr. William Bott of
Springfield as a Person who would execute that office as well as any
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one I can think of.2 He has been in the regular Service, understands his
Business & is extremely active and punctual.

A Quarter Master General I am in great want of, and must beg one
may immediately be appointed. Mr. George Everson of this Town
would be a very usefull Person in that department & acts in it at present.
I am etc.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. On July 10 the Provincial Congress ordered John Richards and Dr. John Hicks
not to depart from Trenton without leave of Congress. On July 13 Richards and Hicks
received permission from that body to return to their homes (Prov. Congress, 498,
505).

2. On July 12 the Provincial Congress appointed William Bott adjutant general of
the New Jersey militia (Prov. Congress, 500).

To Thomas Cadmus, Jr.
Head Quarters Eliz. Town July 8 1776

Sir

That there was a Guard at New Ark Ferry, | was no Stranger to, but
your orders on Saturday last were to appoint one from your Battalion
& relieve those that were there that they might join their own Corps
which not being done was the Cause of Complaint.

You are hereby ordered to Call on the Chairman of the County
Committee' & require him immediately to furnish you with Boards to
make Coverings for the Men and proper Utensils to dress their
Provision. You are also to require the deputy Commissary at New Ark
to furnish a Horse & Cart that one Man may take the Provision to the
rest as it is not prudent to have the Guard travelling three Miles for
their Provision. If you can remedy the Inconvenience of the badness of
Water, by hauling Water from a distance, you must employ Teams for
that Purpose, but I should think the easiest method would be
frequently to relieve the Guard. Am etc.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. Dr. William Burnet, Sr., of Newark was chairman of the Essex County
Committee of Correspondence (Prov. Congress, 112-13).
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To Dirck Middagh

Elizabeth Town 9 July 1776

Sir
The Bearer hereof Lt. Colonel Ten Eyck will be with you in the
Morning with Part of two Companies he will releive you Man for
Man.! You will therefore give an Equal Number Leave to go home for
one Week, so that the Labour may be as equal as Possible. You will be
pleased to call here on your way home. The releif must be supplied

with a proper Number of Cartridges from those who return home. 1
am yours etc.

Df, MHi. In the hand of William Livingston, Jr.

1. Eighty-two of Maj. Dirck Middagh’s men had been stationed at Newark Ferry
for eight days. Fighty more men were posted at Bergen (Dirck Middagh to WL, July
8, 1776 [MHi]). WL had first informed Middagh in a letter of July 8 (MHi) that his
company would be relieved.

From Samuel Tucker
Trenton July 9th 1776

Dear Sir

Your Letter of the 6th Current' was this Day Read in Congress and
I Can assure you I am fully Convinced that you have a most [ ... ]
Task upon your hands. I am Exceedingly Chagrind at your being
Taken from the Cabinet to the Field for the one you have ample
faculties, for the other you Complain you are unqualefied, however I
am Convinced that you have abeleties, and that you will Exert them
for the best purposes.

I Can Inform you that the Commissioners from this Town are on
their Journey to you with knapsacks flints Canteens Lead etc.? and a
battallion of Rifflemen are gone to Brunswick that as I am Informed
three battallions more from Pensylvania are now on their march
Towards new Brunswick at or near which place the flying Camp is to
be formed.?
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As for money matters of which you Complain I must Inform you
that Mr. Isaac Woodruff of your Town and Mr. John Ross of Bonham
Town are appointed Commissioners to Draw the money out of the
Treasury and pay such of the Militia as are on actual Service for one
month. Mr. Woodruff and Mr. Ross were appointed Commissioners
this session in the Room of Abraham Clark and Caleb Camp Esqrs.* 1
write you this on my [...] in Congress you will have a more full
account in answer from Congress but as we have a Thin house at
Present and much business on hand you mention the Congress
moveing to Brunswick in that I must beg Leave to Disent, as all our
Resourses are at Present from the westward, we are now at a Proper
Distance from both the Seat of warr and the Continental Congress. |
am now Interrupted and must Conclude with my most warmest
wishes for your Success and am with Tenders of Service your Most
Humble Servant

SamM TUCKER
P.S. Independance was yesterday afternoon Proclaimed in this Town.

ALS, MHi.

1. See WI. to Samuel Tucker, July 6, 1776.

2. For a list of the commissioners see WL to Samuel Tucker, July 6, 1776.

3. The militia of Bucks, Berks, and Northampton counties, Pennsylvania, had been
directed by a resolve of the Continental Congress of July 5, 1776, to march directly
to New Brunswick (JCC, 5:508, 519). See Abraham Clark to W1, July 5, 1776.

4. Prov. Congress, 459.

To Jonathan Deare
Elizabeth July 9th 1776

Sir

In Answer to yours of yesterdays date;' the reason of my sending
the Convention the persons who were brought to me from Amboy,?
was their being charged with being notoriously suspected Tories &
disaffected to the Cause of american Liberty; & my reason for sending
those who came to me from woodbridge was that they were brought
to me without any charge whatsoever. The guard who had them in
charge delivered me a Paper of which the inclosed is a Copy; & whether
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I ought to deprive people of their Liberty meerly because they were
sent to me, without any Crime whatsoever alledged against them 1
leave you to judge.® But If either you or the Committee will remit
them to me with the above charge, I shall immediately send them to
Trenton, but I think it best to save the time of their coming here, & that
you send them yourself. I hereby order any Guard You appoint for
that purpose to convey them to the Chairman of the Committee of
Brunswick to be sent along to Trenton. I am your humble Servant.

ADf, MHi.
1. Letter not found.

2. Nathaniel Heard to John Duyckinck, July 6, 1776, is an arrest order for this
group of Loyalists (MHi).

3. WL had received an order for the seizure of Woodbridge Loyalists, but there
were no charges appended.

From Hugh Mercer

Amboy 9 July 1776

Sir,

Inclosed i1s a Copy of the order' to secure the suspected Persons
residing in this Town by which it appears that the Gentlemen whose
Names were mentioned in the Generals Letter as disafected were not
given to Major Duyckinck. If you think it proper that they be now
secured please to send an order to the Major for that Purpose. [ have
the Favour to be Sir Your most obedient Servant

H. MERCER

ALS, MHu.
1. Enclosure not found.

To Hugh Mercer
Eliza. Town July 10 1776

Sir,
Your favour of yesterday Came safe to hand, and with regard to the

Gentlemen you mention,' I am doubtfull of the Propriety of proceed-
ing against them, as they were not mentioned in any Letter from
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General Washington or in any Official Letter from Mr. Reed, but in a
private Letter from him to Mr. Boudinot, which I presume you .
mistook for one from General Washington. Enclosed you have the
’stimates of Provision in Robt. Ogden’s Custody and of the Militia of
New Jersey.? I mean such as may be depended on, but then you will
remember that the farthest County is almost 200 Miles from hence.

Mr. Ogden says Mr. Dunham will report to you himself, the
Provisions in his Care.

I find by the Publick Papers,® that the Pennsylvania Militia are to
rendezvous at Brunswick and Trenton, I suppose there to wait your
Orders. I could earnestly wish whenever it can be done with propriety
that a proportion of them may relieve the Militia in this Quarter & on
Bergen, till they can get their Harvest in, as they grow more & more
uneasy, and indeed the Harvest is a publick Concern.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer’s letter does not name the Loyalists.
2. Enclosure not found.
3. Pa. Packet, July 8, 1776.

From Hugh Mercer

Amboy 10 July 1776

Sir
I received your favour just now and shall pay due attention to the
releiving the Militia at all the Posts you mention as soon as those from
Pennsylva arrive.! 1 expect to day a Rifle Company, intended I
presume to form part of the Army to be assembled here. They will in
the mean time give occasion to part with some of the Militia. Two
hundred were releived from Duty to day and I assure you Sir it will
yeild me very great pleasure to indulge the whole in like manner. Col.
Lowrie sett off to day for N York to inform the Commissary General
of what he & Mr. Denham? had purchased. I find they have upwards
80,000 of Pickled Pork & a great Stock of Flour & fatt [Bacon]. A
Company is just come in from Burlington—partly of the New
levies® to go to N York—the Remainder Militia, which I shall order to
Elizabeth Town, to releive such men on duty there or elsewhere as you

may judge necessary. I have the honour to be Sir your most obedient
Servant

HucH MERCER
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ALS, MH1.

1. Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer had written George Washington on July 9, 1776
(DLC:GW), that he would dismiss some of the New Jersey militia temporarily to let
them secure their harvest. Pennsylvania militiamen had arrived at their posts in New
Jersey by July 19.

2. Lt. Col. Azariah Dunham.

3. New levies were part of Pennsylvania’s six-thousand-man contingent for the
flying camp. The others were those sent by a resolve of July 5 (JCC, 5:519-20).

From Joseph Reed

Head Quarters July 10. 1776

Sir

Your Favour of the 8. inclosing Ash’s Fxamination came to Hand
last Evening. The Order for the Ammunition was given last Sunday—
immediately on the Receipt of your Letter! Inquiry was made of the
Commissary by what Means it had been omitted who excuses himself
by saying that on examining the Cartridges most of them were made
with Ounce Ball & he was obliged to delay till he could get proper Sizes.
He has the General’'s positive Orders to forward them with all
Expedition. Col. Ford had Directions yesterday to forward some
Cartridges for Field Peices which had been sent to Bergen for another
Purpose, over to the Artillery Officer at the Ferry.

You may depend upon my particular Attention to the Ammunition
as well as your other Commands. I am with much Regard Sir Your
most obedient Humble Servant

Jos: REep Adjutant General

ALS, MHi1.
1. See WL to George Washington, July 6, 1776.

From Samuel Tucker
[Trenton] New Jersey, July 10th., 1776.

Sir,

By the inclosed Resolve you will perceive the Mind of Congress
relative to our Eastern Treasury & Treasurer.! We think it necessary to
secure them, as we are doubtful of the good Intentions of the
Treasurer, & the Security of the Money, a great Part of which, lately
struck for the Loan Office, is said to be yet at Perth Amboy.
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As it gives us Pain to keep Men confined without knowing the
Cause, & we dare not set People at Liberty, whom we find suspected by
our Generals, we are much embarrassed with the Amboy & other
Prisoners sent us Yesterday.? We could therefore wish you to procure
us, if possible, a Copy of the Orders upon which they were
apprehended, together with all such further Lights upon that Head as
you can procure.

We have Advice of four Tons of Gun Powder more coming for-
ward® in Consequence of our late Application for the Use of our
Militia; and a large Part of the Militia of Pennsylvania are ordered
forward to assist us. [ ...] Battalion of their Riflemen we hope are
with [...] this.

We hope [...]* opportunity to send you a more full Answer to
your Letter of the 6th. Instant relative to the State of your little Army;
and are your obedient humble Servant. By order of Congress

Sam Tucker President

.S, MHi. Mutilated. In the hand of William Paterson.

1. On July 10 the Provincial Congress had resolved that WL “be directed to
apprehend the person of the late Treasurer, John Smyth, Esq., and remove him . ..
under guard to Trenton” (Prov. Congress, 499).

2. See WL to George Washington, July 6, 1776, and WL to Samuel Tucker, July
8, 1776. WL had sent the prisoners to Trenton on the recommendation of George
Washington (see George Washington to WL, July 6, 1776) and had clarified this
action in his letter to Jonathan Deare, July 9, 1776. See WL to Jonathan Deare, July
9, 1776.

3. The Provincial Congress received a letter from Abraham Clark on July 10 saying
that the Continental Congress had ordered four tons of powder sent immediately to
New Jersey (Prov. Congress, 498).

4. Three words missing.

To Samuel Tucker
[Elizabeth Town, July 11, 1776]
Sir
Your favours by Mr. Olden are just received and shall immediately
send to Amboy & order Mr. Smyth to Trenton.! I had previously taken

his Parole which will render it easier to carry your Orders into
Fxecution. As to the Gentlemen sent you from hence, I know nothing
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further than the general Charge sent with them, on which Account
alone General Washington ordered them to be apprehended, and
desired that they might be removed to some Place of greater Safety,
as he thought it very dangerous to the comon Cause that they should
be suffered to remain in their then Situation.? He has been so greatly
decieved by several Gentlemen of the like Standing in New York that
he urges the necessity of a timely Case for the future.

I earnestly wish the Arrival of the Pennsylvania forces as it is more
than probable the critical Moment will be lost, [ ... ] they reach this,
unless the utmost dispatch is made. You say nothing of the Adjutant
& Quarter Master General; Unless these Appointments are very speedily
made it will be impossible to keep the least regularity in the different
Arrangements. The Enemy still remain inactive on Staten Island
waiting the arrival of the reinforcements so that I hope our works at
the Point will get Compleated. By a Deserter & others we learn their
Strength to be about 8000.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. John Smyth. On July 15 a committee appointed to investigate the status of the
Eastern treasury reported that it had met with Smyth and received £4,944 in his
possession (Prov. Congress, 505-6).

2. See George Washington to WL, July 6, 1776.

To Hugh Mercer

[Elizabeth Town, July 11, 1776]
Sir,

Yesterday I had the Pleasure of recieving from General Washington
50000 Cartridges of different sizes, and this Morning I have recieved
advice from the Provincial Congress that they expect 2 Tons of
Powder are on the Way to this Province from the Westward.!

Our People at the Point, took a Prisoner yesterday off of the Staten
Island Meadows, a Copy of whose Examination I enclose.? He appears
to be a stout hearty resolute fellow.

This Morning I recieved an order of our Provincial Congress, for
apprehending Mr. John Smyth of Amboy with his Books, publick
Money & Papers & conveying them to Trenton. Enclosed isa Copy of the
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order. I have heretofore taken his Parole (a Copy enclosed)® and as he
is a Man of Integrity, I doubt not but he will do every Thing towards
forwarding the matter in his Power. I have wrote to Major Deare?
who I think to be the most proper Person to accompany him to
Trenton as he is well acquainted with the Office & Papers. It should be
some discreet Person as the Papers must be of great Value.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. On the shipment of gunpowder, see Samuel Tucker to WL, July 5 and 10, 1776.

2. Enclosure not found. Possibly William Gardner.

3. Enclosures not found.

4. Letter not found. An ordinance passed by the New Jersey Convention on August
21, 1776, granted “To Lieutenant-Colonel Jonathan Deare, two Pounds eighteen
Shillings and six pence, in full of his account for conducting the Eastern Treasurer
from Amboy to Trenton” (Prov. Congress, 576). Smyth eventually fled to New York.

To the Chairman or Deputy Chairman of the Morris
County Committee!

[Elizabeth Town, July 11, 1776]

Herewith will be delivered to you Wm. Gardner a Prisoner taken
from the Enemy. You will be pleased to keep him a Close Prisoner, so
that he may have no Chance of Escaping. A Centry ought to be kept
on him—but in all other Matters, I should be glad he might be treated
with humanity & tenderness. He must have the usual allowance of a
Soldier in the Continental Service, and if you could provide him with
a new Shirt & Trowsers that he may be kept Clean. Whatever Expence
accrues will be a comon Charge. Am Sir Your Humble Servant

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. The name of the chairman or deputy chairman is not known.
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From Thomas Cadmus

Newark July 11th 1776
Sir
There is a Company in my Battalion of whom Robert Drummond
Esqr. was Captain & Mr. Teunis Jeralemon first Lieutenant who were
commissioned from Congress accordingly. Some Time ago there was
a dispute arose in the Company, and the Capt. prevailed on some of
the Men as [ was informed to choose some new officers. When 1
received orders to march my Battalion to New York, [ sent orders to
Mr. Jeralemon as Commanding officer of that Company (Capt.
Drummond being at Congress, and [ knew of no officers but such as
had received proper Commissions) to appear with the Men etc. but
Mr. Jeralemon did not think proper to attend, or send any Excuse for
his disobedience. When I received your orders yesterday to relieve Col.
Ward,' I again sent written orders to Mr. Jeralemon to attend and take
the Command of his Company—to which I recieved this Day the
Inclosed answer.? If such Conduct is passed by in an officer at this
critical Juncture, the most dangerous Consequences may result to the
publick therefrom. I should think myself fully justified in putting him
under immediate Arrest and sending him to your honor in that
situation. But least I should be thought to do any thing too rigorously;
I judged it most prudent to inform you Sir, of the Circumstances and
beg your orders [...] in. If Gentlemen are appointed officers and
refuse acting such without resigning their Commissions it will be
imposssible for me ever to execute any Orders you may please to send.
[ am Sir Your most Obedient Servant

THos. CADMUS

ALS, MHi.

1. Lt. Col. Mathias Ward. Orders not found.

2. Teunis Jeralemon to Thomas Cadmus, July 11, 1776 (MHi). Jeralemon claimed
not to command the company in question.
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To Thomas Cadmus

Eliz. Town Head Quarters July 12 1776

Sir
As to your Complaint against Mr. Jeralemon I can only say, that it
is your duty to obey the orders your recieve from your Superior
Officers and if any of the Officers under your Command shall
obstinately refuse to obey your orders, you are to put such officer in
immediate arrest & report the same to me that he may be properly tried

by a Court Martial, and in the mean Time the next in Command must
take his Place. I am etc.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

From Jacob Drake, Jr.
Hed quartors Edgar Landing July 12 1776

Deer Sir

The Barer Captin Losey' is this morning com to See you to no what
the Reason is that Part of my Ridgment is Sent Hom and the others
Kept as it gives me a great Deal of troble To Keep the Rest. Our
harvest is now Ripe and my men is very uneasey to think that thay are
Kept hear and luse what Must Seport thare children. I am very Sik my
Self at this time and cant go To See Them and am afraid Thay will go
A way with out Libbarty which I Should be very Sorey for thare
woold not have been no troble had all The men [ .. . ] keept, but Thay
are Discharged with out My knoledge. [ ... ] That all be Discharg as
Soon as Posable [ ... ] can with Safty to The caus. I woold Pray an
Answer By the Barer. Your Most obeadent

JacoB DRAKE JRr.
P.S. You must guess I am very Sik with the Agou at this Time

ALS, MHi. Mutilated.
I. Capt. Nathan Luse.
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To Jacob Drake, Jr.
Head Quarters Eliz Town July 12 1776
Sir
<1 have not discharged a single Man from your Regiment, if any have
been so, it must have been by General Mercer who out of Tenderness
to the present State of the Country has done it without knowing that
your Men ought to have been the last discharged as Coming last.

I am sorry to say! that your Regiment who have suffered the least
are the most clamarous, but as they are all equally interested in the
defence of their Country with myself, all I can say is that if they should
mutiny & depart without your Orders, you will please to report the
Name of every such Person to me, and they must abide the
Consequence. I can do no more than to see strict Justice done in the
several reliefs as new Troops Come in>>& they may depend upon being
relieved as soon as it is in my power to do it consistant with the

general Good, & the impartial Justice due to others of our militia. [ am
Sir your most humble Servant

ADf, MHL. Portion in angle brackets in the hand of Flias Boudinot.
1. This paragraph originally began, “It is a little extraordinary.”” The phrase was
later replaced by the one in the text.

From Samuel Tucker
In Provincial Congress, New Jersey, Trenton, July 12., 1776
Sir,

You have inclosed a Commission for Mr. Bott as Adjutant-Gen-
eral.! We were about to have appointed a Quarter-Master-General;
when Col. Biddle made his Appearance with that Commission from
Continental Congress for the Militia of the two Provinces.2 We have
pressed him to pay you a Visit, which he will do, as soon as he can
possibly dispense with his Attendance on the Pennsylvania Forces,
great Numbers of whom are arriving.? Their Regulars proceed on; and

we have applied most pressingly to Continental Congress to order the
whole Body, or at least a great Part of them forward.* Captain Hugg
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with the Western Artillery is going on, & two Companies of Salem
Militia for General Heard. Also one from Cumberland.

Col. Biddle seems to think an Order from General Washington
would be sufficient to forward any Number of the Pennsylvanians he
may think fit. Pray apply to him if you judge it proper.

We send inclosed also sundry Commissions for General Heard, &
some Officers of his Brigade, which we hope you will be able to
forward.® I am your obedient humble Servant. By Order of Congress

<SamL Tucker President

P.S. Col. Anderson,* the Bearer, we find, is appointed Deputy Adjutant
General; we are apprehensive for New Jersey. Lest his appointment &
Botts should interfere, pray keep Bott’s Commission ’till You can be
satisfied in this Particular.” >

LS, MHi. In the hand of William Paterson, except for the portion in angle brackets.

1. Enclosure not found. For Bott’s appointment, see WL to Samuel Tucker, July 8,
1776.

2. Clement Biddle had been appointed deputy quartermaster general for both the
New Jersey militia and the Pennsylvania forces on July 8. Refer to New Jersey
Convention to Continental Congress, July 6, 1776, requesting that the appointment be
made (DNA:PCC, 68).

3. On July 13 Biddle wrote WL (MHi) that six hundred militia from Pennsylvania
had arrived at Trenton and many more were expected.

4. New Jersey Convention to Continental Congress, July 9, 1776 (DNA:PCC, 68).

§. Enclosures not found.

6. Ephraim Anderson was not a colonel. He had been elected adjutant of the
Second New Jersey Battalion on November 27, 1775. Tucker’s confusion about
Anderson’s rank reflects a general uncertainty over the adjutant’s status at this time.
The term adjutant did not represent a military rank but could be applied to any officer
or civilian who assisted a high-ranking officer as a secretary or who served as a liaison
officer. On September 19, 1776, the Continental Congress resolved that adjutants be
given the rank of first lieutenant (JCC, 3:376; 5:787).

7. 'T'ucker did not realize that Ephraim Anderson was a Continental army appointee
and William Bott a New Jersey militia nominee.

To Samuel Tucker
[Elizabeth Town, July 13-15, 1776]
Sir
The extreme difficulty attending the present Service, on account of
our whole Militia being but barely sufficient to station the several
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Posts that are now occupied, while many important Passes are left
entirely exposed, and our Harvests perishing for want of Hands to cut
it, makes it necessary to give your Congress the Trouble of an
Application on this head. Why we have been deserted in this Moment
of common Danger by our Western Bretheren I cannot say, but true
it is that we have had but two small Companies of the Hunterdon
Militia that appeared for our aid excepting Colonel Lowries detach-
ment which arrived at Amboy but very lately, while almost every
individual have turned out in the several Eastern Counties. We have
had many Reports of our Bretheren of Pennsylvania nobly designing
our Relief, but have been much surprised this Day on hearing that they
are Encamped at Trenton.! Of what use they can possibly be so far
from the Scene of Action I cannot say, while the golden Moment is
passing away in which alone the Enemy may be attacked with
Advantage.

I am apprehensive that the utmost Diligence of our Western Friends
will not entirely retrieve past delays, as a strong Reinforcement is daily
expected, by the Enemy. An attention to our present Situation I doubt
not will lead you to hasten all the reinforcements in your Power that
our People may get in their Harvests, when I dare venture to answer
for their Zeal & Activity having already experienced greater Proofs of
both than can easily be expressed.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Flias Boudinot.

1. A committee of the Continental Congress resolved on July 5 that Trenton was
to be the rendezvous site for the Pennsylvania militia.

2. The Pennsylvania militia arrived at Trenton so ill equipped that Deputy
Quartermaster Gen. Clement Biddle was unable to order them to proceed to Amboy.
Refer to Clement Biddle to WL, July 13, 1776 (MHL).

To Joseph Reed
Elizabeth Town 13 july 1776

Dear Sir

The President of our Provincial Convention in a Letter this moment
received has the following paragraph—**Colonel Biddle seems to think
that an order from General Washington would be sufficient to forward
any Number of the Pennsilvanians he may think fit. Pray apply to him
if you judge it proper.” He had before told me in his Letter that great
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Numbers were arriving in Trenton, where if they continue they will be
of no use to us in New York. Our Men are vastly anxious about their
Harvest. Could they be relieved by the Pennsilvanians, it [ ... ] our
Crops. Were the Latter ordered to New York if more men are wanted
there, we might so spell ours here as to gather their harvest. Yours of
yesterday 1 have received.! I am Sir your most humble Servant

ADf, MH1.
1. Letter not found.

To Hugh Mercer
Elizabeth Town 15 July 1776

Sir

Yours of yesterdays date I duly received.! Our Men stationed at the
Point & in this Town amounting to about 600 begin to be so exceeding
uneasy about their harvest that I fear it will be difficult to keep them
much longer. If you have the Command of the Pennsilvania Troops
now at Trenton, it would be a prodigious case to our people here to
order them up without delay.? The same Camp Equipage that serves
our men now would serve them, the same Expence the public is put
to on.their account now, would keep them here, & the Expence of
maintaining our men be clearly saved. If you have not the Command
of them I dare say your recommendation would avail much. At
Trenton they seem to be utterly useless. If you chose to send to
Trenton on the occasion, the Express which carries this to you, is at
your Service to convey your Dispatches to Trenton. I have the honor
to be Sir your most humble Servant

ADf, MHi1.

1. Refer to Hugh Mercer to WL, July 14, 1776 (MHi).

2. In a letter of July 14, George Washington had ordered Pennsylvania commander
Col. John Dickinson to march with his men to Amboy (DLC:GW).
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To Abraham Quick

Elizabeth Town 15 July 1776

Sir
As it is impossible for me to know when the Pennsilvania Troops
will be here, & the Rifle men you mention are stationed at Amboy
which gives no relief to our men here, 1 cannot consent to coun-
termand the orders I gave when you left me, but shall expect the men
as the matter was then settled, assuring you that I greatly pity them at
this critical season of the year, & shall dismiss them as soon as they can

be relieved by the Pennsilvanians or any others. I am your most
humble Servant

ADf, MHi.

To Samuel Tucker
Eliz: Town 16th. July 1776
Sir

I received the Commission of Adjutant General for Captain Bott,
but find that I am not to deliver it till the matter is determined as to
Colonel Anderson. This I do not pretend to understand as I suppose
your Congress has an undoubted right to appoint Officers of their own
Militia.! However I shall persue your directions respecting the
Delivery of the Commission Though great is my disappointment
because such an Officer is immediately wanted.

No Troops yet from Philidelphia and our People beginning to grow
exceedingly clamorous about their Harvest. If we do not recieve
succour very speedily it will be of little avail that the Pennsylvanians
marched as far as Trenton. They would have been of the same Service
to us had they marched to Gorgia.

The Enemy opposite to the Point do not appear in such Numbers
since our Skirmish with them last Saturday Night? when they
expended about 300 shot at a Pettiauger® & our Men in the Entrench-
ments at last returning the fire, dropt one of them & I since hear
wounded three.
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Capt. Hugg® is arrived at Amboy but wants almost every thing
requisite to make his Artillery of any use. How he could have been so
long in pay without being furnished with any of the Articles he now
requires appears to me very unaccountable. I am Sir Your Most
Humble Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

LS, PPAmP. In the hand of William Livingston, Jr.

1. Militia officers were chosen within their local districts and commissioned by the
Provincial Congress, agreeable to the directions of the Continental Congress (Prov.
Congress, 187-88).

2. July 13.

3. pettiauger: a corrupt form of the word piragua; a small craft, such as a canoe or
flat-bottomed boat.

4. Capt. Samuel Hugg.

To Joseph Reed
Elizabeth Town 16 July 1776

Sir

I just recieved from Capt. Hugg of one of the Artillery Companies
in the pay of this province who was lately stationed on Delaware, but
whom I ordered up to Amboy on the late alarm, the following list of
articles which he wants for his train vizt.
Grape Shot
Tubes!
Port fires?
2 wadhooks?
2 Ladles*
2 Cart Saddles®
2 pair of trigg haims®
That a man so long in the pay of this Province & stationed at a post to
do execution against the Enemy should all the time have been
destitute of such essential articles, appears to me very extraordinary.
By his applying to me, I presume he cannot be furnished by our
Convention. Whether he can be supplied from New York, upon which
I fear there are more draufts of this kind than you chuse, I know not;
but conceiving it my Duty to make the application [...]” the
Impropriety, if improper it is.
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I cannot learn any thing farther respecting the motions of the
Enemy on the Island since my last, save that they do not appear in
such Numbers opposite to the Point since the Skirmish on Saturday
last. I am Sir your most humble Servant

ADf, MHi. Mutilated.

1. tube: a small pipe used in firing a cannon.

2. port fire: a device for igniting explosives in firing a cannon.

3. wad-hook: a strong iron screw on a wooden handle used to draw out any part
of the wad or charge remaining in an artillery piece so that accumulations would not
stop up the vent.

4. ladle: an instrument used in charging a cannon with loose powder or shot.

5. cart saddle: an apparatus mounted on a horse to support the cart it draws.

6. trigg haim: part of a horse’s harness.

7. Three words missing.

From Joseph Reed

New York, July 17, 1776. Ad). Gen. Joseph Reed agrees to send Capt.
Samuel Hugg ammunition and equipment. He also remarks that the
Howe brothers have dispatched letters that are unacceptable to
General Washington because they are disrespectfully addressed to
“George Washington, Esquire.”!

ALS, MHi. Mutilated.

1. Lord Howe's letter of July 12 contained a request for a conference with George
Washington. Adj. Gen. Joseph Reed noted that “Howe had come out with great
Powers.” The second letter, from Sir William Howe, was sent on July 16. Washington
refused this letter but received a verbal report of its contents, which related to the
treatment of British prisoners of war and suggested an exchange of prisoners.

To Mathias Ward

HQ. E Town July 18 1776

Sir
There being an immediate necessity for the 100 Rifle Men sent
yesterday to the Ferries, they are accordingly ordered down this
Morning. 1 therefore desire you will immediately draw out of your
regiment the like Number, to take their Station without delay, and
you may depend on being relieved within a few days. This is
absolutely necessary and therefore must be immediately complied
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with. | send these orders to you on the Presumption that Colonel
Cadmus was last on duty at the Ferries & Bergen'—but if you was last
there and it should be Colonel Cadmus’s tour of Duty, then forward
this by Express to him, and he is hereby comanded to comply with it,
untill relieved. If by any accident the first that go to this Post should
remain there longer than three or four days, then the other is to relieve
them.

Df, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. On July 17 Lt. Col. Thomas Cadmus had sent WL a return of the men under his
command at Newark and Brown’s Ferry (Thomas Cadmus to WL, July 17, 1776
[MIHi]).

To the Woodbridge Committee
HQ. ET. July 18, 1776

Gentlemen

There being four Tons of Gun Powder brought to Amboy,' it is
thought too important a Subject for a Place so contiguous to the
Enemy, General Mercer has therefore consented to its removal to your
Town. I must therefore desire you will immediately provide (at the
publick Charge) convenient Houses at a Mile or two distance from
Woodbridge in the Country, where the same may be safely kept free
from danger. You will be pleased to give orders to the Commanding
Officer of your Militia? to keep a Constant Guard at each House where
it is deposited. I must also beg you will immediately on reciept hereof,
foward to Amboy, a sufficient number of Covered Waggons to bring
it to the Places you shall appoint, [ ... ] is most convenient that it be
removed this day. The Commanding Officer at Amboy?® will deliver
the Powder to the order of your Chairman & will order a Sergeants
Guard to attend it. I must beg no delay may be suffered, as it is an
important matter to secure our Ammunition. Am etc.

WL

P. S. I have this Moment been informed that a certain Michael Frazee
& David Elstone* by some Means or other passed the Centries a few
days past & went over to the Enemy—That they returned last Night. I
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must beg you will do your Endeavour to have these People secured &
sent down to me under a strong Guard. It is most likely they may be
taken this Evening.

Df, MHi. Mutilated. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. See Samuel Tucker to WL, july 10, 1776.

2. Middlesex militia units under Maj. Jonathan Deare were stationed at Wood-
bridge.

3. Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer.

4. David Alston.

To Abraham Quick!

H. Quarters E. Town July 19th 1776

Sir
I take great Pleasure in acquainting you that by the arrival of the
Pennsylvania forces,? I am able to discharge your Regiment from the
present Service, not doubting but they will be ready on the first Notice
to shew the same Zeal in the Cause of their Country as they have
already done. On the first Meeting of your Batalion, you will return
them my Thanks for their Services, and assure them that it will allways

give me Pleasure to acknowledge the Activity of the County of
Somerset on this alarming Occasion.

Df, MH1. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Copies of this letter were sent to Col. Edward Thomas, Lt. Col. Abraham Ten
Eyck, and Lt. Col. Thomas Cadmus.

2. The Pennsylvania militia had arrived at Amboy by July 16 and deployed from
there to the positions along the Jersey shore that had been manned by the New Jersey
militia. In a letter to John Hancock of July 20 (DLC:GW), Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer
reported that he had replaced the New Jersey forces from South Amboy to Paulus
Hook.

From Hugh Mercer

Pertb Amboy, July 22, 1776. Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer describes a plan
for a surprise attack on Staten Island. He requests boats, boatmen,
guides, and spies to insure a successful mission.! He also reports that
a letter from Cortlandt Skinner and a declaration of the Howe
brothers have been intercepted, providing useful intelligence.
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ALS, MHL

1. On July 12 a council of war of George Washington’s generals had rejected plans
for a general attack on Staten Island but approved a surprise raid under Brig. Gen.
Hugh Mercer. In a letter to George Washington of July 14 (DLC:GW) Mercer had
outlined his strategy for the raid. The attack, scheduled for July 19, had been
postponed because of unfavorable tides and weather.

General Orders

Head Quarters Eliza. Town July 25 1776.

General Orders

Whereas notwithstanding the positive Orders that have been given
to the Contrary, a Communication is still held up with Staten Island
by sundry well minded Persons, who give Intelligence to the Enemy
to the great Injury of the States of America.! And whereas it is
supposed that this Communication is greatly facilitated by means of
the Canoes Pettiaugers & other small Craft, kept in the Creeks & Rivers
along the Sound, which can now serve no other Purpose, as all
Navigation is entirely stopped. Therefore the more effectually to
prevent this dangerous practice, It is expressly ordered that all such
Craft be immediately removed to some Convenient Place in Elizabeth
River, Tomsons Creek & Rhaway River & Woodridge Creek & there
kept under a Centry to be appointed from the nearest Post which the
Commanding officer at each Post is hereby ordered to supply. That
William Crane? have the Care of removing the said Craft in Eliz. River
—Smith Hetfield in Tomsons Creek Isaac Wynants® in Rhaway River
and John Hampton in Woodbridge River. And that those Persons do
take Care that the said Craft be unrigged & dismasted to prevent any use
being made of the same and make return of the number & to whom

belonging. Sign’d
WiLL. LiviNngsToN Brigadier General
Joun Dickinson Colonel

LS, PH1. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. George Washington had written from New York to the Committee of Essex
County on June 17: “"The absolute necessity of preventing all correspondence between
the Inhabitants of this Country and our Fnemies, obliges me to every degree of
Intelligence, that lead to the Channel of such Intercourse” (Fitzpatrick, Writings of
Washington, 5:154-55).

2. Not to be confused with William Crane (1747-1814).

3. Isaac Winans.
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To Hugh Mercer

Elizabeth Town 26 July 1776
Sir

I am in hopes to be able to morrow to give you a particular Account
of the Number of Boats that may be depended upon in each of the
Rivers you mentioned. In order the better to conceal the designed
Attack T have so worded the orders for securing the Craft as to make
them appear to every resident to be merely intended to prevent a
Communication between this Province & the Island. I think it absolute-
ly necessary that I should know the time in which the Attack is to be
made two or three days before hand, as it will otherwise be next to
impossible to collect the Men who are to navigate the Boats & to serve
as Guides. I would also submit it to your better Judgment whether if
it could be made to quadrate' with the proper time of the Night to
make the debarkation, it would not be proper to pay some attention
to the time of the tide, because if our men should be obliged to retreat
precipitately at low water, it would be difficult in most places either
to get into the Boats on the other side or out of them on this. I should
therefore recommend the young flood? as the proper Time of
Embarkation. A sufficient Number of Guides | make no doubt to
procure; but as to Spies I am greatly discouraged.’

I fancy you mistook me about the Light horse*—what | meant was
that they were at your Service in Elizabeth Town; where they would
be relieved every day. They were dismissed with the Infantry; & 1
suppose expect not to be called into Service again till the Infantry is.
They are employed in their harvest as well as the others, & will greatly
suffer by their leaving their harvest. But on the least hint Sir from you
after stating the Matter as above that you think the Service requires a
Sergeants Command of them I will instantly order that Number to
attend you. I am Sir with great Respect your most humble & obedient
Servant

<P.S. If a pretty general Attack is to be made, it will be absolutely
necessary to have a Number of Cannon on Bergen Point, in order to
give them a diversion frem that Quarter.

We have good Information that they have 2 field pieces 24
Pounders in a Corn field opposite to Bergen.>>
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ADf, MHi. Portion in angle brackets in the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. quadrate: to correspond.

2. young flood: the carly phase of high tide.

3. Aside from the statements of several deserters, the American army was largely
unable to gain an accurate, ongoing flow of information about British and Hessian
units on Staten Island. One dependable spy was Joshua Mersereau, a native of Staten
Island, who had sought refuge in New Jersey. Refer to Hugh Mercer to George
Washington, July 16, 1776 (DLC:GW).

4. Refer to Hugh Mercer to WL, July 25, 1776 (MHi).

To Samuel Tucker

Elizabeth Town 26 July 1776
Sir

I still know nothing farther nor more substantial about the
Commissioners you mentioned in one of your Letters, than that they
were appointed.! Mr. Isaac Woodruff one of them informs me that he
never had the least notification from Congress respecting his appoint-
ment;? & that he cannot undertake the office from the bare mention of
it in a private Letter to me—So that I cannot draw for a farthing of
money while I am under a Necessity of daily running in debt.?

1 have authentic Information that some of the most malignant New
York Tories have seated themselves in Shrewsberry;* a very improper
place on Account of the facility it affords for keeping up a Com-
munication with the Enemy. Isaac Lowe,” & one Roome are particularly
mentioned.

I am told that your Congress intend to raise 2000 men out of our
Militia as part of the flying Camp for a month. I do not presume to
recommend a Brigadier for those Troops in virtue of any public
character; but as every private Gentleman has a right humbly to
submit his opinion to his Superiors for the public good, & as the reason
why I was so strongly pressed to take the command of Brigadier
Heards Brigade now ceases by my being superceeded as a Member of
Congress, | would with all due Deference recommend Jonathan
Sergeant or Abraham Clarke Esqrs. to that Post—as those Gentlemen
have always shewn the warmest Patriotism in the Cabinet, I doubt not
they will with equal Alacrity venture their Lives in the Field.

ADf, MHi.

1. See Samuel Tucker to WL, July 9, 1776.

2. Isaac Woodruff’s appointment to purchase arms had been ordered by the
Provincial Congress on June 17. On July 16, the Provincial Congress had resolved that
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lead collected by the citizens of New Jersey for the use of the army be delivered to the
commissioners, including Woodruff, who had been authorized to pay for it (Prov.
Congress, 459, 507-8). It is unclear when these officials were finally able to purchase
military equipment.

3. A resolution of the New Jersey Convention of August 11, 1776 (MHi), ordered
the treasurer to pay Brig. Gen. Philemon Dickinson and WL a sum not exceeding
£1,000 (Prov. Congress, 577). The Provincial Congress had officially changed its name
to the “Convention of the State of New Jersey”” on July 18.

4. A discussion of loyalism in Monmouth County can be found in George
Washington to the New Jersey Convention, August 7, 1776 (Fitzpatrick, Writings of
Washington, 5:388).

5. Isaac Lowe had been apprehended on the suggestion of George Washington
(George Washington to the New Jersey Convention, August 16, 1776, in Fitzpatrick,
Writings of Washington, 5:440). Lowe was released by the New Jersey Convention on
August 19 (Prov. Congress, 544).

6. The Continental Congress had requested that the New Jersey Convention
requisition troops to replace two thousand men Washington had detached from the
flying camp for service in New York. The New Jersey Convention had passed an
ordinance for raising these men on July 18 (Prov. Congress, 563). They were not part
of the flying camp.

From Edward Thomas

Elizabeth Town July 27[26]:! 1776

Honourd Sir

I have been Applyd too by Sunry of the Officers of my Regement
within this few Days past to Know on what Conditions, Smith
Hetfield Abner Hetfield, & Moses Hetfield, has been Released without
any form of Tryal, as they Expected would have been had, Some of the
above Named persons haveing given personal Affronts to Officers of
the Regiment to whom they belong & Others Not onley Affronting the
Officers but the Regement in General, and all publick Society, wherein
it was Expected they would have given publick Satisfaction or have
had a Judicious Tryal by their Peers, Should be Obliged to your
Honour for an Answer that will Reconsile my Officers as the want
there of May be Attended with bad Consequences to the publick. All
I Desire for my own part Is that Cival Society may be Established &
publick Offenders be brought to Justuce. I am Sir Your Humble
Servant

EpwaARD THoOMAS

ALS, MHi.
1. This letter is misdated. Col. Edward Thomas wrote it on July 26, 1776.
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To Edward Thomas
[Elizabeth Town] July 27 1776.

[...]" Letter of this day I must [ . . . ]? of Abner Hetfield & Smith
Hetfield [ . . . ]* on their respective humble acknowledgment of their
Offences, asking Pardon for the same, and solemnly promissing
amendment in their future Behaviour, and this after a long Confine-
ment, which added to the difficulty of calling a Court Martial after the
Militia were dismissed, induced me to consent to their enlargement.*

Df, MH1. Mutilated. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. Two words missing.
2. Four words missing.
3. Two words missing.
4. Moses Hatfield was also freed.

From Edward Thomas

Elizth. Town July 27: 1776
Honourd Sir

I received your favour of this Day in answer to mine of yesterday.
As to Smith Hetfield & Abner Hetfield, If they have Ask’d pardon &
promisd to behave better for the future I am well Satisfyed for my
own part—but I was Informed by a person who Saw Abner Hetfields
Letter to your Honor' that It Appeared To Him to be Cautiously
worded, & Rather Insufficient in his Opinion—but as [ have Not Seen
any of their Letters, I Cant take on my Self to form any Idea, of them,
but must leave that to your Honors better judgement.

As to Ensign, Moses Hetfield I am at a loss to accept for your
Honors forgeting his Matter for I am Sure If Smith & Abner Hetfield
was Reported, Moses Hetfield was Reported with them. I am Sir your
Very Humble Servant

EpwARD THOMAS

N.B. | Expect Two Companys of Melitia in Town from Morris on
Monday Next Should be glad to Know how to Despose of them.

E:T:

ALS, MHL.
1. letter not found.
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To Hugh Mercer

Eliz. Town July 27 1776

Dear Sir

I wrote you yesterday Morning, since which I have received returns
of the Boats etc. in the Creeks & Rivers (except Woodbridge) which |
have thrown into one & enclosed.! T am put to great difficulty with
regard to Guides across the Island. I can get but three to assist on the
Island, and 6 more over the River? & across the Meadows. You will
observe that the Boats in Passaick & Hackensack Rivers, are not secured,
this must be deferred till the day before wanted. I have appointed a
Capt. over every Creek & River where the Boats are secured, to inspect
them & keep them in order.’> As many other Things will be necessary,
such as ropes oars etc. I should be glad of timely notice that they may
be prepared.

Whatever has yet been done has been under the Idea of preventing
all Communication with the Island.

Df, MH1. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Enclosure is entitled “Return of Boats & small Craft in Hackinsack, Pissaick,
Elizabeth & Rahaway Rivers” (DLC:GW).

2. Hackensack River.

3. See General Orders, July 25, 1776.

To Samuel Tucker
Elizabeth Town 29 July 1776

In Consequence of General Washingtons Orders! for apprehending
all suspected Persons I shall send you to morrow Mr. Chevalier Jouyet
of this place as being by general Reputation a malignant Tory, & having
taken great Pains to prejudice people under his Influence against the
american Cause. In my opinion it is very improper for him to continue
in this Town in the present Situation of Affairs. I therefore hope the
Congress will dispose of him at some convenient distance from the Sea
Coast. [...]? time in examining him (Tho’ I [think?] [...]
Examination [altogether?] unnecessary) you will find him beginning
every Story with what some Divines call the Exordium remotum, that
is with a Preface as foreign from the purpose as it is possible for a thing
to be—never giving a cathegorical Answer to any Question but either
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waving it by introducing a tedious History of his own patriotic Merit
about as much in Character as the Devil’s quoting Scripture or by
asking another Question—& Constantly appealing to the Sincerity of
his heart which none of us pretend to know against the Evidence of his
Actions which We know too well to be imposed upon by empty
Professions. To save the Charges of a Guard I have agreed to let him
go without; upon his promise to deliver himself to you & abide your
orders concerning him.®> I am Sir your most humble Servant

ADf, MHi. Mutilated.

1. See George Washington to WL, July 6, 1776.

2. Two words missing.

3. On July 31 the New Jersey Convention ordered that Cavalier Jouet move to
within four miles of Bernardston and not depart from there without leave of the
convention (Prov. Congress, 526). Jouet wrote to WL thereafter complaining that he
could not find a home within the bounds ordered by the convention (Cavalier Jouet
to WL [September 20, 1776], [MHi)).

From Hugh Mercer
Perth Amboy Ist Aug. 1776

Sir,

I received the favour of yours of yesterday,' and am exceedingly
obliged by the observations you have communicated, on the [State] of
the Ferries etc. I shall by this opportunity write to Mr. Camp? and to
the Captain of the armed Sloop® on the Subjects mentioned in yours.
I could wish every necessary for rendering the Craft usefull a very exact
List of which you were pleasd to send me, was provided. I am fitting
up what can be procured in Raritan River—& hope soon to have a
Number of Boats, fitt to cross any part of the Sound or Bay.* It was
only on the supposition that your Light horse were always on Pay & on
Duty, that [ wished to have four or six of them—but by no means to
call them from Harvest for that Purpose.® I am Sir most respectfully
your obedient Servant

HucH MERCER

ALS, MHi.

1. Letter not found.

2. Probably Caleb Camp.

3. Probably an armed schooner stationed in Newark Bay under Capt. Ephraim
Burr.
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4. Joshua Mersereau, directly responsible for dealing with this problem, proposed
that all available boats on the rivers be brought to the dock at Newark Bay. There they
would be properly equipped for military use (Joshua Mersereau to WL, August 12,
1776 [MHi]). These craft were intended for use in a raid on Staten Island that was
not executed.

5. See WL to Hugh Mercer, July 26, 1776.

To John Dickinson

Elizabeth Town 1Ist August 1776 9 oClock at Night
Sir
I have just recieved Information that a number of People, who have
held a Correspondence with the Enemy ever since they have been on
Staten Island, design to go over to them entirely this Night. They live
up Hackinsack River & are to go down the Bay. The Bearer has been
particularly instructed with regard to the Men & their Intentions and
when to meet with them. I m[ust] beg you will give orders to have a
proper Number of Men well armed to go over the Bay to the Bergen
Shore with the Bearer immediately,! that with the help of the
Commanding officer there, these Rascals may be taken. It is expected
they will be moving as soon as it is dark. I am Sir Your most humble
Servant

WIL: LIVINGSTON

LS, PHi. Mutilated. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Col. John Dickinson made the following comment on this matter, written on the
bottom of WL’s letter: “The Bearer Lieutenant Crane ask’d only eight Men. I ordered
twelve well armd and equipt immediately to attend him.”

From George Washington

Head Quarters New York Aug. 8. 1776

Sir
Before this reaches you You will undoubtedly have heard of the
unexpected Arrival of the Carolina Army on Staten Island:' which
added to the Hessians & [ ... ]2 Troops under Lord Howe exhibit a
Force justly alarming. When I compare it with that which we have to
oppose them [ cannot help feeling very anxious Apprehensions. The

new Levies are so incomplete the old Regiments deficient in their
Complement | ... ] Sickness that we must have an immediate Supply
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of Men. I have therefore wrote to Connecticut* & to the Convention of
your Province® to call the Militia immediately—but as it may take
some Time & the Necessity admits of no Delay, I have thought it proper
to apply to you also under the Resolution of Congress of last June
copy of which was sent you® when Lord Howes Fleet first arrived, to
beg you would use your utmost Exertions to forward this most
necessary Measure. The Consequences to the American Interest of any
Failure [ ... |7 obvious that I need not enlarge upon them—your
[...]% good judgment will suggest every Thing proper.

It would be a great Saving of Time & Expence if the Militia when
they came would allways equip themselves with Arms, Ammunition,
Blankets, Canteens & Kettles as far as they can & in any Orders given on
the present Occasion 1 would wish you [ . .. ]° notice it specially.!®

I am with much Truth [ . .. ]'! Sir Your most Obedient & [ . .. ]'?
Humble Servant

Go: WASHINGTON

LS, MHi. Mutilated. In the hand of Joseph Reed.

1. A contingent of Sir William Howe's troops had been in South Carolina under
Maj. Gen. Sir Henry Clinton attacking Charleston. An assault on that city had ended
in failure on June 28.

2. This illegible word appears in an LBC (DLC:GW) as “Foreign.”

3. LBC reads: “and so much.”

4. George Washington to Jonathan Trumbull, August 7, 1776 (Fitzpatrick,
Writings of Washington, 5:389-90).

5. George Washington to the New Jersey Convention, August 7, 1776 (Fitzpatrick,
Writings of Washington, 5:388-89). Washington had requested that militiamen return
to duty after the harvest. He had also remarked that New Jersey had raised fewer than
fifteen hundred of its complement of thirty-three hundred men to aid the flying camp.
The New Jersey Convention agreed on August 11 to dispatch one-half of its militia to
reinforce the flying camp (Prov. Congress, 540, 568-72).

6. See George Washington to WL, June 28, 1776.

7. LBC reads: “here, are so.”

8. LBC reads: “own.”

9. LBC reads: “to.”

10. The ordinance of August 11 for detaching one-half of the militia provided that
in order “that every man of the first division may be completely equipped as far as
possible, the several Colonels or commanding officers of each regiment or battalion of
the militia are hereby directed to take from the militia of the second division of their
respective regiments or battalions a sufficient number of their best arms, and equip
those of the first division, giving receipts and taking just appraisements.” The divisions
were to be called out on monthly rotation (Prov. Congress, 570).

11. LBC reads: “‘and Regard.”

12. LBC reads: “very.”
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To Samuel Tucker

Brunswick 9 August 1776
Sir
Being informed that your honourable House has taken offence at
certain passages in a Letter of mine the date of which I cannot now
recollect! as intended to reflect on the house, 1 can assure the
convention that whatever expressions in the Letter might have given
rise to such a Suspicion, I had no such Intention. With respect to what
was said about the Delegates for the Congress being already appointed
& that therefore there was no Necessity for appointing me to the
Command of the 2000 to be raised for the flying Camp,? I did really
mean to [resent] the Conduct of those of your members who assigned
my being appointed to the Command of that Brigade as a reason
against my being eligible as a member of Congress, when I had plainly
refused that Command in the Presence of the Convention & Colonel
[Heard] had been afterwards appointed thereto. As to the two
Gentlemen whom I recommended for Brigadiers® they have a right to
ask my Explanation, which I shall always be ready to give them. But
to mean by that the least Insinuation that the House was under their
Influence, as I am very unhappy to hear is the Sense in which several
of the members have understood it I can assure them upon honour was
the farthest from my thoughts. I have the honour to be Sir Your most
humble Servant.

ADf, MH1.

1. See WL to Samuel Tucker, July 26, 1776.

2. These troops, raised by an ordinance of July 18, were militia replacements for
the flying camp units that had been sent to New York. The term flying camp was
sometimes used for both Brig. Gen. Nathaniel Heard’s brigade and these troops,
although it properly applied only to the mobile force of Delaware, Maryland, and
Pennsylvania militia.

3. Jonathan Dickinson Sergeant and Abraham Clark. On June 22 the Provincial
Congress had appointed five new delegates to the Continental Congress. On the
previous day WL had been appointed to lead the new levies of the New Jersey militia
to New York. His letter of July 26 implies that the Provincial Congress, or at least
some of its members, had used his proposed military appointment as a pretext to deny
him a seat in Congress. His recommendation that Abraham Clark and Jonathan
Dickinson Sergeant, members of the Continental Congress, become brigadier generals
was a slap at the leaders of a faction that had engineered his removal from the
Congress. Apparently the offices of brigadier general and congressional delegate were
not deemed incompatible.
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To George Washington
Eliz. Town 12 August 1776

May 1t please your Excellency

Your Letter of the 8th. Instant' I recieved on a Journey to Bruns-
wick on Friday last, when I had an Opportunity of Conferring with
our Convention and urging your Excellency’s requisition relating to
the Militia, the Propriety of which is so obvious. I returned on
Saturday Evening and delayed answering your Favour in hopes of
recieving the resolution of Convention thereon. I have just been
favoured with a rough Draught of their Ordinance which I shall send
you as soon as I get a correct Copy.

The out Lines are—That the one half of the whole Militia without
Exception, be immediately called out and join the flying Camp—
That every Person refusing his attendance, be fined Three Pounds®—
That they be formed into 13 Battallions and to remain on Service one
month and then to be relieved by the other half.

There being no mention made of any Number to be forwarded to
New York, I take it for granted the whole are to be under your
Excellency’s direction as to their Station etc.

The 2000 Men for the flying Camp under General Dickinson® are
in great forwardness and (altho’ very little acquainted with their duty)
might answer a valuable Purpose in New York on the present
Emergency, especially as their Places will be so soon filled by the half
of the Militia now to be raised. A Considerable Body of the Militia
must be kept here to supply the Place of the Pennsylvania Associa-
tors* who are deserting their Post in Considerable Numbers notwith-
standing the most spirited exertions of their Officers, and particularly
their Colonel whose Behaviour does honor to his Province in
particular and America in general.®

We have taken such Measures, as I hope will put a Stop to any
further Behaviour of this kind.® This Corps since our Militia were
dismissed have not carried on any of the works at the Point, which as
soon as they are relieved by any Men under my Command, I shall
order to be prosecuted with all possible Vigour, as it is more than
probable the Enemy will attempt an Incursion into this Province, to
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which its present defenceless State in this part, seems strongly to invite
them. I am with much Truth and regard Your Excellency’s Most
Obedient & Humble Servant,

WIL: LIVINGSTON

LS, DLC:GW. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. See George Washington to WL, August 8, 1776.

2. A fine of £3 was to be levied against privates. Delinquent officers were to be
fined at graduated rates up to £20 for colonels (Prov. Congress, 571).

3. Brig. Gen. Philemon Dickinson.

4. The Pennsylvania Associators consisted of five battalions of volunteers from the
militia of Philadelphia and surrounding counties. They had been called up on July 5.
As early as August 3, Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer had written to Col. John Dickinson
about preventing their desertion (PHi).

5. John Dickinson, colonel of the Associators, wrote to the Convention of
Pennsylvania complaining of the desertions. On August 16 the Convention of
Pennsylvania resolved that all deserters must return to their corps or face apprehension
and trial. Dickinson’s account is found in the Freeman's Journal: or, the North-
American Intelligencer, December 25, 1782; January 1, 8, 15, 21, 29, February 5, 1783,

6. Apparently, WL did not issue orders on this matter until August 13.

WL Order

Head Quarters Eliz: Town [August 13, 1776]

Whereas a Number of the Pennsylvania Associators have this
Morning deserted from the Camp at the Point and gone towards
Philadelphia, all Commanding Officers of Battalions or other Corps
between this & Philadelphia are hereby ordered to apprehend any Party
of said Associators that may be found travelling between this and
Philadelphia without proper discharges or furlows from their Com-
manding Officers & [ . .. ]! [imme]diately to disarm & return under a
[strong] Guard to General Mercer at Amboy or to the Camp in this
Town.? It is hoped that every Officer will exert himself in executing
this Order by which he will be doing Essential Service to his Country.

Df, MHi. Mutilated. In the hand of William Livingston, Jr.

1. Two words missing.

2. After receiving information from Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer, the New Jersey
Convention resolved on August 10 to apprehend all persons traveling without passes
(Prov. Congress, 539).
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To Philemon Dickinson

Head Quarters Eliz. Town August 13 1776

Dear Sir
A Number of the Pennsylvania Associators having this morning (as
well as at several other Times) deserted & gone towards home, I have
sent the Bearer express with general Orders to have them taken up. If
they [ ... ]" so far a Head, as to make it necessary [ ... ]2 Trenton,
I must beg the favour of you to order a Party of the Militia
immediately to intercept them if possible. It has become a Measure
essentially necessary to save us from ruin. The Bearer will shew you
the general orders by which your Officer can direct the proper

Measure.

Df, MH1. Mutilated. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. Two words missing.
2. Three words missing.

WL Order

Headquarters E T. August 13 1776

Livingstons Orders
General Livingston by virtue of an Ordonance of the Convention of
New Jersey dated the 11 Instant orders Colonel Thomas, Colonel
Ward & Colonel Cadmus of the Essex Militia immediately to parade
their three Battallions of Militia, to consist (agreeable to said
Ordonance) of every able Bodied Man without Exception in the said
County between the ages of 16 & 50 Years—and from the said three
Battalions to form one Battallion consisting of every other Man in the
said three Battallions agreeable to said Ordonance who shall turn out
Volunteers, but in Case of refusal so to do, then to draft the same by
Lott. The Officers to Command the same to be taken out of the
Officers of the said three Battallions alternately by Lott or otherwise
as they shall agree. And as soon as the said Battallion shall be formed,
that the Colonel Commanding the same do immediately march the
same to this Town and make report to me or the Commanding Officer
here. Every Man to be well equipped with Arms 28 rounds of
Ammunition & every necessary Accoutrement, particularly a Blankett,
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Camp Kettle Canteens & four days Provision. This Corps to continue in
Service for the Term of one Month and then to be relieved by the
remainder of the said three Battallions who are to be marched to their
relief by the remaining Officers of the said three Battallions without
farther orders.!

D, MHi. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.
1. See WL to George Washington, August 12, 1776. A similar order was issued to
commanders of the Monmouth County militia on August 13 (NjHi).

To Philemon Dickinson

Elizabeth Town 13 August 1776
Sir
I doubt not but you have had a Copy of the late Ordinance for
calling one half of our Militia into immediate Service. As the Exigency
is so great, | immediately issued my orders into the several Counties
of the Eastern division, a Copy of which I enclose. 1 hope you have
done the same as to the Western division, as there is a necessity of
immediate dispatch. You will observe by the ordinance that they are
immediately to join the flying Camp, but nothing said who is to
command them there, wherefore I take it for granted the whole, (I
mean the half of the Militia now to be [...]' as the 2000 Men
already raised are to [ . .. ]2 Command.® I have ordered those in the
Easternmost Counties to rendezvous here and the rest at Amboy,
where they will await your further orders.*

Df, MHi. Mutilated. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. Three words missing.

2. Three words missing.

3. Between “Command” and the period, the following has been crossed out: *“‘as
this will save Expence, and [ . .. ] a Brigadier for each Month.”

4. Brig. Gen. Philemon Dickinson acknowledged receipt of WL's letter in a letter
of August 17 (MHi).
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To New Jersey Militia Colonels
Elizabeth Town 18th August 1776.

The following persons to wit Samuel Ogden Anthony Joline
Thomas Compson Thomas Mun Nathaniel Silcoat James Anderson
John Masecre Oke Harrison Richard Chapple Bartholomew
Doughty Joseph Kirk George Cook William Willis Thomas Mil-
lidge & Benjamin Minard—being employed in making plate Iron &
other things for the use of the states of the united Colonies are excused
from Military duty as part of the Militia of the state of New Jersey
during the Time of there being so employed.!

WiLm. LiviNngston Brigadier General

Lcy, PWBWHI

I. The New Jersey Convention resolved on August 17 that “all the workmen of
this state actually employed in the manufacture of fire-arms be excused from going out
with the militia when called upon™ (Prov. Congress, 542).

From Joseph Reed
New York Head Quarters Aug. 19. 1776

Dear Sir

The inclosed Letter' left open for your Perusal will acquaint you
with the Intentions of Mr. Ludwig? the Bearer of this, who puts his
Life in his Hand on this Occasion in order to serve the Interests of
America. We cannot doubt your kind Advice & Assistance as to Mode
but must beg it may not be communicated farther least a Discovery
may be made which must prove fatal to Mr. Ludwig.

I am Sir, with much Esteem Your most Obedient & very Humble
Servant.

Jos: REED

When you have perused the enclosed please to deliver it to Mr.
Ludwig to be delivered by him to Mr. Mersereau.?

The Deserters who have come off this Day inform us that most of
the English Troops are on board the Vessels unmoored laying at a
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[single] Anchor waiting for good Weather fair Wind & Tide. They think
they would have been up last Saturday if the Weather would have
allowed.*

ALS, MH1

1. Letter not found. John Hancock had written George Washington on August 16,
1776 (DLC:GW), and had enclosed a resolution encouraging the desertion of foreign
troops from the British service. Washington had responded to Hancock on August 18
that he would “take every measure that shall appear probable to facilitate the end”
(Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 5:451).

2. Christopher Ludwick had been sent to George Washington by Brig. Gen. Hugh
Mercer on August 19 (DLC:GW). For an explanation of Ludwick’s mission see
George Washington to WL, August 22, 1776.

3. Joshua Mersereau.

4. Heavy rains on August 14 had apparently disrupted the British effort to cross
from Staten Island to Long Island. In his general orders on August 16 Washington had
remarked that “‘the badness of the weather has undoubtedly prevented an attack, as
the enemies troops have been embarked some time” (Fitzpatrick, Writings of
Washington, 5:442).

To George Washington
Elizabeth Town Aug. 21st. 1776

May it please Your Excellency

In the utmost Haste, I must inform you that very providentially, I
sent a Spy! last Night on Staten Island to obtain Intelligence of the
movements of the Enemy, as many Things apparently new was seen
from our Lines. He has this Moment returned in safety. The Substance
of his Information I must give you in short. He went on the Island
about Midnight and got undiscovered to the House of the Person to
whom he was sent, who informed him—That the whole Force of the
Enemy of every kind was 35000 Men, 15000 of whom were left on
the Island, but all the rest Embarqued.

That they expected to attack every Hour, he thinks this Night at
farthest. It was to be on Long Island, & up the North River —That the
15000 Men were to land & attack at Bergen Point, Elizabeth Town
Point and at Amboy.

He has heard the Orders read & heard the Generals talk of it. The
Waggons are all laid out & ready—That they appear very determined &
will put all to the Sword—They are in great want of Provision—Pork
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tolerably good but flour exceedingly bad. They have eat up all the
Cattle and are now killing & Barrelling up all the Horses they meet
with.

All the field Pieces are taken on Board except two. The Informant
may be depended on, being employed by the General and carries his
Baggage. He has been employed in purchasing Cattle. He has given
£10 for a Cow and 10 Dollars for a Sheep. That the Tories on the
Island are very illy treated lately, so that the Inhabitants who at first
were so pleased, would now be willing to poison them all. They take
from them every Thing they choose, and no one has any Thing they
can call their own.2 I am with great respect Your Excellencies Most
Humble Servant®

WIL: LIVINGSTON

LS, DLC:GW. In the hand of Elias Boudinot.

1. The name of the spy is not mentioned. It was not Christopher Ludwick.

2. The rough notes from which this report was drawn appear on the cover of a
memorandum listing prisoners to be delivered to the commanding officer at
Elizabethtown, dated August 20 (MHi).

3. Docket information reads: “The Bearer is to pass all Ferries & Posts and to be
hastened with all speed.”

From George Washington

[New York], August 21, 1776. George Washington thanks WL for the
important intelligence just arrived! and requests that any further
intelligence be dispatched immediately.

LS, MHi. Mutilated. In the hand of Joseph Reed.
1. George Washington relayed this intelligence to john Hancock in a letter of
August 22 (Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 5:474-75).

To Hugh Mercer

Elizabeth Town 22d August 1776

Sir
As none of the Bergen Militia are come out unless they are stopt at
Newark,! our force here is so inconsiderable not amounting to above
1500 that should we be attacked by the Troops on Staten Island, we
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should run the greatest risque imaginable of being overpowered. The
Middlesex & Sommerset militia I suppose [ . .. ] [Amboy] or Wood-
bridge. What your force there consists of I know not, but could any be
spared from either of those posts or from any other Quarter it would
afford us more rational Hopes of defeating the intended attack upon
us than we can at present entertain. I am Sir with great Regard your
most humble Servant

ADf, MHi. Mutilated.

1. Capt. Joseph Board’s Bergen County militia company was stationed on Bergen
Neck on the east side of Newark Bay.

From Hugh Mercer

Amboy 22 August 3 PM
Dear Sir
We have not above Two Thousand five hundred Men here, so far
as | can discover by the Returns or by the Men on the Parade. The
Somerset Militia General Dickinson tells me are not come in and the
Middlesex Militia are at Woodbridge. If any Militia of the Jerseys are
at Newark [ . .. ]! be proper to order them to your [post?] Could no
method be fallen upon to expedite the March of the Militia to
reinforce you. If any join us they shall be ordered on to Eliza Town.
The Lancaster Militia had permission to return, having compleated
their Quota for the flying Camp, and served the Term of Six Weeks—
but on the present Emergency They must remain a few days longer.
Col. Bayard is also solicitous to have his Battalion discharged. I am
very sorrey to be obliged to detain them, but were I to permit their
dismission at present and weaken the Posts after having received the
Intelligence of yesterday—no excuse could [be fralmed for such
inattention to the Service. I am forwarding ammunition to Bergen—
and beg you will order some of the Light horse on Duty at Eliza Town
to escort it. I am Sir with perfect Esteem Your Obedient Servant

HucH MERCER

ALS, MHi. Mutilated.
1. Two words missing.
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To Essex County Militia Colonels
Flizabeth Town Head Quarters 22d August 1776

The Remainder of the Militia under the Command of Colonel Mathias
Ward & Colonel Thomas Cadmus are ordered to march to this place
with all possible Expedition.

AD, MHi.

To Samuel Tucker

Elizabeth Town 22 August 1776
Sir
I beg Leave to trouble the Convention once more' with my
Application in behalf of our militia who served the last Tour of Duty
& who are greatly in want of & therefore very naturally clamourous for
their Pay; & earnestly beg an answer from the Convention on this
Subject. I am Sir your most humble Servant

ADf, MHL

1. WL had met with members of the New Jersey Convention on August 9 on the
subject of the militia. The pay of the troops may have been discussed informally at this
meeting, but no record of the meeting is contained in the convention minutes.

From George Washington

New York, August 22, 1776. George Washington encloses a docu-
ment! left open for WL’s perusal. He asks WL to help execute the
plan.?

ALS, MHL

1. Enclosure not found. Probably a copy of the Continental Congress resolve of
August 14. See Joseph Reed to WL, August 19, 1776.

2. Christopher Ludwick’s mission was to infiltrate the Hessian camp on Staten
Island and distribute handbills prepared by the Continental Congress and aimed at
encouraging desertion. George Washington commented on the mission in a letter to
John Hancock of August 26: *“The Papers designed for the foreign Troops, have been
put into several Channels, in order that they might be conveyed to them, and from the
Information | had Yesterday, I have reason to believe many have fallen into their
Hands” (Fitzpatrick, Writings of Washington, 5:491).
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To Hugh Mercer

Eliz Town 23 August 1776
Sir

As nothing will prevail on the Pennsilvanians to stay here after next
Sunday! I hope they will at least be obliged to leave their Tents to be
used by such of our men as may come in to relieve them. If your orders
are necessary for that purpose, I should be greatly obliged to you for
issuing them.

The Quarter Master is extremely deficient in providing Tents or
Boards to make them of which our Men like as well. For want of
Tents, a large part of our Militia now on this Station after having
manned the Lines etc. from two o Clock in the morning till some time
after Sun rise will return to Town in the day time, so that if the Enemy
should make an attack in the Day, they might possess themselves of
our works before that part of the Militia could be brought up. Ludwig
is just now returned disappointed® [....]> your most humble
Servant

ADf, MHi.

1. September 1.

2. After “Ludwig,” WL crossed out *‘got over safe last night, & I heartily wish him
success” and replaced it with the passage in the text. George Washington reported
Ludwick’s lack of success to John Hancock on August 29, 1776 (Fitzpatrick, Writings
of Washington, 5:496).

3. Four words illegible.

To Samuel Tucker

Eliza: Town Head Quarters 23d August 1776
Sir
These are to certify that Lieut. Peter Mackie of the Light horse of
the County of Morris one Quarter Master Two Sergeants and twelve
privates were upon Duty at this place from Monday the nineteenth
Instant to fryday the 23d at which time they were discharged.
There being no Provision made for Provender for their horses, they
were obliged to purchase it with their own Money; & it being
impossible for the Commissary of stores to supply them with their
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rations (as they were perpetually employed as Expresses & for other
purposes which required them to shift their Quarters) they were also
obliged to find their own diet which must have cost them more than
the equivalent in Cash allowed them in lieu of their rations. Their
Accounts must be submitted to the Justice of the Convention.! They
have certainly been of great Service, & in the way of Expresses at
different Posts particularly saved the Province a great deal of money.
[ am Sir your most humble Servant

ADf, MHi. Two versions of this document exist, both in draft form. This copy is the
earlier draft. A copy dated August 25 is not in the hand of WL.

1. No action was taken by the convention on this matter, since the convention held
its last session on August 21 (Prov. Congress, 547). In his speech to the first session of
the New Jersey Legislature on September 11, WL requested funds so that the light
horse might both care for and feed its horses. See WL to the Legislature, September
11, 1776.

To Joseph Reed

Elizabeth Town 24 August 1776

Dear Sir

The Inclosed' are Examinations of an Inhabitant of Staten Island?
No. 1 taken by Colonel Ford to whom he was brought when first
taken & No. 2 by me when sent for that purpose by the Colonel.? By his
strong desire of returning when discovered by our Centries, & the flimsy
pretence of running the risque of the Enemy’s Centries in case he had
not their Leave of coming over to us for Intelligences as speaking to
Mr. Mercereau.* I am so much induced to believe his design was to
make discoveries here for their Benefit I shall detain him.

Our Post here now consists of about 1000 men. 1 have the honor to
be your most obedient Servant

ADf, MHi.

1. Enclosures not found.

2. Abraham Egbert.

3. Refer to Jacob Ford, Jr.,, to WL, August 24, 1776 (MHi).

4. Joshua Mersereau, in a letter to WL of February 20, 1777 (MHi), implies that
Egbert was working with him in 1776.
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To Abraham Quick
[Elizabeth Town, August 25, 1776]

[...]" to this place I consulted Gen. Mercer who promised me
positively to send you on when you arrived at Woodbridge since
which the Ist. & 2d. Battalion of Pensylvania Troops have left this Place
which renders your march to this Post still more necessary.? As Gen.
Mercer knew that I should direct you to this place, if he had altered
his Intentions he would undoubtedly have given me Notice of it
Therefore 1 must renew my former Orders, and desire on the receipt
of this you will leave one Company at Trembly’s Point> and march the
remainder of your Battalion to this Town to Night if possible. In Case
you should recieve positive Orders from General Mercer to go to
Woodbridge before you recieve this,* <I am sure he would wish you
were>notwithstanding to leave the Company at Trembly’s Point as it
will not do to leave that Pass without a Guard<& [ never had notice that
the Company now stationed there were to quit till this morning.
[...]° Woodbridge you [ ... ], & by that [ . . . | may receive some
reinforcements, I may be able to relieve the Guard at Trembly point

which on many Accounts an important one. I am Sir your most
humble Servant>

Df, MHi. Mutilated. Portions in angle brackets in the hand of WL.

1. Approximately one line missing.

2. See Hugh Mercer to WL, August 23, 1776.

3. A company of Somerset County militia on duty at Trembly’s Point (Abraham
Quick to WL, August 25, 1776 [MHi]).

4. Quick was in a quandary about whether to obey WL's order or obey a
conflicting order from Hugh Mercer to relieve a battalion from Pennsylvania
(Abraham Quick to WL, August 25, 1776 [MHI]).

5. Two lines missing.

To Jacamiah Smith
Head Quarters Elizabeth Town 26 August 1776
Sir
Since your Men had so lately been on Duty & are again to enter on
Service after the Expiration of the month for which the one half of the
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Essex Militia are now on Duty, it was with reluctance that I called
them in aid of that part of the Militia." But the Necessity of the Case
obliged me to adopt that disagreeable Measure, & it does great Honor
to the officers & Men that they so generally turnd out, for which & their
spiritd behaviour while in Service they have the Generals Thanks & it
gives him great Pleasure that by the arrival of Colonel Quicks
Battalion he is now enabled to dismiss them to return to their families.
I am Sir Your most humble Servant

ADf, MHi.
1. WL refers to provisions of a New Jersey Convention ordinance of August 11.

From Hugh Mercer

Newark, August 27, 1776. Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer requests that all the
troops under WL’s command be dispatched to Paulus Hook.!

ALS, MHi.

1. This urgent request was issued in response to the British attack on Long Island.
British and Hessian troops had landed on August 22 and had begun their offensive on
August 26. Mercer was ordered on August 27 to send to New York all units that could
be spared. Refer to Hugh Mercer to John Hancock, September 4, 1776 (DNA:PCC,
159).

To Thomas Hockley

Elizabeth Town, August 26 [27]' 1776. WL orders Col. Thomas
Hockley to march to Paulus Hook in accordance with an order from
Brig. Gen. Hugh Mercer.?

ADf, MHi.
1. Letter probably misdated.
2. Similar orders were drafted to three Pennsylvania militia unit commanders.

From William Hooper

Philadelphia August 28. 1776
Dear Sir
I thank you for your kind favor which came to hand yesterday,!
pray observe that this has a date.
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You will see Hewes Lynch & Rutledge? in your Neighbourhood you
will conjecture that Congress has but little business when they can
spare their members with so little pretence from the cause of Necessity.

Nothing new is stirring here. A Report is propagated and believed
by some that a fleet of 12 Men of War is off these Capes <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>