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NOTE 

For the sake of brevity, municipalities with a population exceeding 
10,000 are referred to as "larger municipalities"; those with a popula
tion of 10,000 or less, as "smaller municipalities." 

With the questions and answers hereafter given, are cited the ,sections 
of the Election Law from the compilation made under the direction of 

the Secretary of State for the year 1915. 
The Commission reserves the right to change the form of any of 

these questions. 
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STATE OF NE\i\T JERSEY, 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

Questions and answers relating to the performance of the duties of a 
member of the Board of Registry and Election. 

ORGANIZATION. 
1. By whom is the room for the meetings of the el~ction board and 

for holding elections provided? In what class of buildings is 
it prohibited it should be located? 

A. By municipal clerk. "No election shall be held in any building in 
which is located or maintained any inn, or tavern or saloon 
where intoxicating liquors are licensed to be sold." (Sec. 8.) 

2. When do Boards of Registry and Election meet for organization? 
A. On the seventh day next preceding the first day of ·:registration. 

(Sec. 19.) · 
3. Before entering upon the performance of their duties, what oath 

or affirmation do the members of the district boards of election 
take? 

A. "Severally take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, in writing, 
before a duly <!'lalified officer, faithfully and impartially to dis
charge all their duties as such officers to the best of their skill 
and ability." (Sec. 16.) 

4. What officers does the bo~rd of elections choose at its first meeting? 
A. A judge, who shall be chairman, and an inspector, who must be 

nominees of different party chairmen. (Sec. 19.) 
5. In case of the failure of the board of elections to elect officers, how 

are the offices filled ? 
A. If, after balloting three times, in . each case, no one is chosen, the 

oldest member shall become judge, and the next oldest member 
shall become inspector, provided that both chairman and inspec
tor shall be nominees of opposite party chairmen. (Sec. 19.) 

REGISTRATION. 

6. When is the first registry day? 
A. The first registry day in the lat·ger municipalities is the second 

Tuesday in September in each year. The first registration of 
voters in the smaller municipalities also begins on the same 
day. (Sees. 21, 345, 23, 347.) 

7. What necessary books does the board of elections receive before 
the first registry day and from whom? · 

A. The poll book and the primary books of the previous year and the 
necessary registry books for the use of the board in the coming 
registry of voters. ·From the municipal clerk at his office. 
(Sec. 62, 345.) 

8. How many registry lists must be kept in the larger municipalities? 
A. Two, a primary list and a general election list. (Sec. 344.) 
9. How shall the registry lists be made up in the larger municipalities? 

A. The primary registry list from the list of names appearing upon 
the poll book used at the last preceding general election and 
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by the addition of voters who register in pcrE'on and the name3 
of voters presented by affidavit on the first registry day. The 
letter "R" shall be placed on the rerristry list opposite tha 
names of those appearing on the Republican primary book, and 
the letter "D" opposite those appearing in the Democratic p r i
m ary book. 

The registry list for the gen~l election f rom those who 
personally appear and register upon the first registry day, upon 
'primary or second registry day, and upon the third registry 
day. (Sec. 345.) 

10. In case of the loss or destruction of the poll book of any election 
district in the larFer municipalities, how shall the primary 
registry li st be made up? 

A. From the names checked as voting on the last registry filed with 
the County Clerk and from the names on the primary books of 
the polibcal parties of the last previous primary, together with 
the names of voters filed with them by affidavit. (Sec. 345.) 

11. In case of the creation of a new election district, how shall the 
primary registry list be made up? 

A. From "a list of the names of voters who voted therein at the last 
general election and also of those who voted therein at the last 
previous primary election in each party primary, which names 
shall be taken from the poll book and the primary book of the 
election district or districts of which the new district formed a 
part." This list is to be furnished by the municipal clerk. 
( Sec. 345.) 

12. How do boards of election in the smaller municipalities make the 
first registration of voters? 

A. By a house-to-house canvass. (Sec. 347.) 
13. Tell briefly how the house-to-house canvass shou1d be made. 
A. By any two of the members designated by the chairman and 

inspector, who shall make actual inquiry at every dwelling-house 
or habitation, or of t he head of every family .as to the voters in 
each residence. No ·names shall be entered without the consent 
of both of the members. If enumeration is made by the entire 
board, the majority must consent. (Sec. 23.) 

14. How many days may be given to the house-to-house canvass? 
A. F'rom Tuesday t o the succeeding Friday. (Sec. 23.) 

15. If in making a house-to-house canvass, you found a house closed 
or were unable to gain entrance, would you place a person's 
name on your list, if some one t old you he lived there ? 

. A. Not unless so advised by the head of the family. (Sec. 23.) 
16. W hen is the second registry day? 
A. The fourth Tuesday in September in each year. The same day as 

primary day. (See 349.) 
17. How is the registry list made up on the second registry day in the 

smaller municipalities? 
A. By transcribing from the canvassing book the list of names ob

tained by the canvass and by addin~ the names of those who 
shall personally appear or who shall be shown by affidavit of 
a legal voter to be entitled to be registered. (Sec. 23.) 

18. May a voter ill the larger municipalities register on second registry 
day for the primaries? If not, what may he do? 

A. No. He may register for the ensuing general election. (Sec. 349.) 
19. When is the third registry day in the larger municipalities? 
A. On Tuesday, two weeks next preceding the general election. 

(Sec. 359.) 
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20. \Vhen is the third registry day in the smaller municipalities? 
A. Tuesday next preceding the general election. (Sec. 24.) 

21. I3eJore eras~ng the name of any person from a registry list, what 
should be done? 

A. The person whose n::une it is intended to erase should have a fair 
opportunity to be heard. The majority of the board must 
concur. (Sec. 24.) 

22. How and when is the public informed by the boards of election of 
those \vho have been registered? 

A. Dy copies of the registers posted in a conspicuous place in each 
election district. In the smaller mun!cipalibes these lis~s are 
made up by the election board. In the larger municipalities a. 
printed list furnished by the county cle1:k is used. This latter 

list is prepared by the county clerk from the copy of the rc::?;istcr 
filed by the boards of election with the county clerk immediately 
upon the completion of the fmal registration. (Sees. 24, 361.) 

23. \Vhat shall be done with the ,registers after the completion of 
the registration? 

A. In the smaller municipalities . hvo copies shall be made, one of 
which shall be forwarded to the county board of elections and 
one copy shall be retained by the election board,. and a third 
copy shall be made and delive1·ed to the municipal clerk. In 
the lm·ger municipalities one copy shall be delivered to the 
county cleric (Sees. 24, 361.) 

24. May employees of the United States Government with legal resi
dence in New Jersey, register witrout personally appearing ? 

A. They may register by affidavit, "provided such affidavit shall p~·op
erly answer the same questions required to be answered in the 

/ case of personal registration." The affdavit (see Form 32) 
should be accompanied by a certificate from the department 
where the person is employed that he is a legal resident of the 
State and is credited to the State on the office records. Affidavits 
may be secured from the boards of registry and election. 
(Sec. 439.) 

2S. How many persons may reg-ister on one afrl.davit? 
A. A separate affidavit is required for each person. (Sec. 32.) 
26. What is done w·ith the affidavit by which voters are re~·isterccT ? 
A. Preserved by the judge of elections until the completion of the 

register, then delivered to the county board of elections. (Sec. 32.) 
27. Suppose a person desired to register who had not been in the 

State a year, or was not yet t\venty-one years of age, but would 
be before November 1st , would you allow him to register? 

A. Y es, in both cases. (Sec. 35.) 
28. Can a person register on primary day without '")ting? 
A. Yes. A voter may register on primary day for the general elec

tion in all mu~icipal it i es and need not vo~ e in the primaries, 
although his name has been registered for the same. (Sec. 349.) 

29. Can a person register by affidavit for either primary or general 
election in the larger municipalities? 

A. He may register b.y affidavit for the primary election, but not for 
the general election. Exceptions are in the cases of those pre
vented by illness or absence from registering personally; also 
in the case of government employees. (Sees. 359, 360, 439.) 

30. Name some of the entries that must be made in the registry book 
in the larger municipalities. 

A. N arne, street, residence, number of floor or room occupied by 
voter, name of householder, etc., with whom the voter resides, 
age, length of residence in the State1 nativity, etc. (Sec. 360.) 
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31. What is the purpose of the book · called "Identification statements 
for registry day" ? 

A. To definitely determine in case of any doubt and in the case of 
illiterate persons that the person who votes on election day is the 
same person who has registered under the given name, through 
a correspondence of the answers given to the questions asked. 
(Sec. 360.) 

32. How may a citizen register before the last registry day who can
not do so personally on account of illness or absence from the 
State? 

A. By making an affidavit before a person legally authorized to take 
affidavits, which, if taken outside of the State, must be accom
panied by a cert ificate of authority to act. The affidavit which 
must be filed with the election board on or before the last reg
istry day must be on Form 31, furnished by the board of elec
tions, containing a statement of the reasons for his inability to 
register in person. Employees of the United States Government 
may also register as described under question No. 24. (Sec. 360.) 

33. For what offenses by an election officer in connection with regis
tration does the law provide heavy penalties, and what are 
the penalties? 

A. Wilfully refusing to enter a name in the canvassing book or upon 
the registers of any person legally entitled to vote; registering 
the name of any person contrary to the provisions of the election 
law. Punishment is by a fine not exceeding $1,000, or by im
prisonment not exceeding two years, or both. (Sec. 33.) 

34. For what offenses by a citizen in ·connection with registration does 
the law provide heavy penalties, and what are the penalties? 

A. Causing or procuring his name to be registered in more than 
one election district, or causing or procuring his name or an
other's to be registered, knowing that he or the person whose 
name he has procured to be registered is not entitled to vote in 
the election district; falsely personating any voter. Punishment 
is by a fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding five years, or both. (Sec. 34.) 

35. How may a name that has been inadvertently or improperly left 
off the registry list be added thereto ? 

A. The county board of elections, on Thursday and Saturday next pre
ceding the day of general election, meet to consider cases of this 
nature. The justice of the Supreme Court assigned to hold the 
Circuit Court and the judge or judges of the Court of Common 
Pleas also sit on the Monday before the general election for 
the same purpose. In either case certificates may be issued 
upon the presentation of satisfactory evidence, which will entitle 
the persons' names to be placed upon the registry list by the 
board of elections. (Sees. 25, 279.) 

36. How may the name of a voter who has been wrongly refused the 
right to vote obtain this right? 

A. The judges of the courts named in the answer to question No. 35 
also sit on election day from 8 o'clock in the forenoon to 7 
o'clock in the evening to pass upon cases of those who claim to 
have been improperly refused the right to vote and to issue 
certificates to boards of election entitling the complainant to 
vote, upon satisfactory evidence of the right to do so. (Sec. 280.) 

37. What registers are used in larger municipalities in registering 
voters for special or charter elections? 
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A. The registers of the last general election revised and corrected 
unless a new district shall have been formed since1 or an election 
district has been changed. (Sees. 26, 27.) 

38. When are the registration days in the larger municipalities for 
. special or charter elections ? 

A. Tuesday four weeks next preceding such election and Tuesday two 
weeks preceding such election. (Sec. 26.) 

39. When are the revised registry lists for charter or special elections 
in the larger municipalities posted, and by whom? 

A. On the day after the first registry day. By the clerk of the elec
tion board. (Sec. 26.) 

40. How is the registration of voters in the smaller municipalities for 
charter or special elections made; when and how is notice given 
of the time and place of registration? · 

A. (a) From the last registry list filed with the clerk of the munici
pality revised and corrected. (b) On Tuesday next before the 
election. (c) The clerk of the board shall cause at least three 
notices of the time and place of the meeting to revise and correct 
the registry to be conspicuously posted, at least one week before 
the meeting. (Sec. 29.) 

41. What are "certificates of registration"? 
A. Statements made out at the close of each day of registration con

taining the name of the county and municipality, the ward 
number and the election district, the number of names registered 
under each letter and the total number of names registered on 
each day, the number of names added and erased on the second 
and third days of registration. (Sec. 449.) 

42. Where and when must the board of registry and election file a 
duplicate copy of said certificate of registration? 

A. In the office of the municipal clerk, at the close of each day of 
registration. (Sec. 449.) 

THE PRIMARY ELECTION. 

43. On what day is the primary election held? 
A. The fourth Tuesday in September of each year. (Sec. 349.) 
44. Between what hours is the primary election held? 
A. Seven A.M., and nine P.M. (Sec. 349.) 
45. Where is the primary election held ? 
A. In the same places in which the registry was held. (Sees. 8, 241.) 

46. What notice must the poll clerks give before primary day, and 
when? 

A. B~r five or more advertisements posted at conspicuous places in 
the district at least ten days before the primary election. 
(Sec. 252.) 

47. From whom and when do the election boards receive sample 
primary ballots ? 

A. From the municipal clerk at his office on or before Tuesday p:Fe
ceding the primary election. (Sec. 346.) 

48. When must sample primary ballots be mailed to the voters? 
A. On or before twelve o'clock noon on Wednesday preceding primary 

day. (Sec. 346.) 
49. In what other manner than by the mailing of sample primary bal

lots are voters informed by the election board of those to be 
voted for? 

A. The clerk of the board also posts a sample ballot in the polling· 
place and in five other public places in the district. (Sec. 346.l 
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' 50.· From ·whom are the books, forms, etc., for the primary election 're
ceived, and when'? . 

A. From ~he county clerk on or befote primary day. (Sec. 61. ) 
. 51. 'From whom and 'vhen docs tl;; board of election receive the official 

ballots and ballot boxes for cthe primary election? 
t A. ·F'rom tb.e rminicipal · clerk at . his ofiice on the morning of the day 

. , pre~cding prin.1ary day. (Sec. 251.) 
' 52. vV:hat announccmetit 11mst the voter make before .a primary ballot 

. is received bv him 'f " · · 
- A: His nan1c and· the. party 1primary in which he 'vishe·s to vote. (Sec. 

;}L_!!),) 

. 5·3. , \Vh~t ~11.USt the boar-d -of. re~·f$try ' and election do before clelivetinci 
' · a primary. ballot to a voter? 
. A. See that he is properly 1·egistered and that he. did not vote in the 
' prirr.ary of the opposite political party at the last preceding 

prim:1ry election. ( Sec. ::34.9.) 
~. 54. Can a person who voted in the pri'Tiary of one party last year vote 

in t 11e primary of a diffe1~ent 'party this year? 
A. He cannot. (Sec. 04.9.) . 

55. State the Sl>hst:mre o£ the oath ·a voter must. make if his right to 
. voto·at the party·primary is challenged. . . 

A. That he is a member of the-pol.itical party in the primary of which 
he wishes to vote; tbat at the last election for members of the 
General Assembly at which he votca ,. he voted for a m<\.iority of 

. the, party candidates for J'Jational, State and county offices and 
· that he intends to support the candidates of that party at the 
~ ~nsu.i~g. g~n?riil election. (Sec. 349.) 

' 56. May a person I'ep·istcr on primary day 'vithout then voting? 
.A. He may. (Sec. 340. ) ' 

THE GENERAL ELECTION. 

57. On Y>hat day is the general election held? 
A. On Tucsda~; next after the first Monday in November. (Sec. ·1.) 

~58. Between ' ''hat hours · are the polls open on election day? 
.A. Six A. M., to ' seven P . M. (Sec. 4.) 
59. From whom and when does the election board receive sample bal

lots for the general election? 
A. From the municipal clerk at his office ·on or before Tuesday pre

. ceding the general election. (Sec. 37 5.) 
\£0. When must t11e sample ballots for the general election be mailed 

to the voters? 
A. On or before 12 o'clock on Wednesday preceding election day. 

(Sec. S75.) 
61. In what otl1er manner than by mailing of sample ballots for the 

general election are t he voters mformed of those to be voted for? 
_ A. By posting a copy of the sDmple ballot in the polling place and in 

at least five other public places in the election district. (Sec. 
375.) 

62. From whom and when does the election board receive the ballot 
boxes and ballots for the general election? 

. A. From the municipal clerk at his office the day before the election. 
(Sec. 54.) 

63. What must the board of registry and election do before delivering 
to the voter the official ballot at the general dection? 
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A. Enter in the poll book the number of the voter, the name of the 
voter, and his rcsidcn:.'e, and after he has signed his name com
pa· ·c it \vith his si_s-nature in the registration book. (Sees. 
362, 377.) 

: 64. If the vote::: at the general election alleges his inability t o sign his 
name, what should be done before he is allowed to vote? 

A. One of the members of the board shall r ead the same list of ques
tions as were rcqt.ired en registration day, be~th in the "signa
ture copy book" and in t 1.1c "id8ntification st::1tements for registry 
day," ir.orn a bcok known as "idcntific2.tion s' atements for elec
tion day," and shall writ0 down the voter's answers . The num
ber of the statement shall be written down opposite the name of 
the voter in the fourth column. Th2 answe'·s ~hdl then be com
pared \vith tnose asked on registry day. The clerk asking the 
questions shall certify to the answers. (Sec. 363.) 

65. Explain t'he na:u::.·c o£ the book called "identification statements for 
election da v ." 

A. A compilation ·of the questions Psked at the time of registration in 
"the signature copy book," and the "identification statements fo r 
regis~1·y day," to be used to identify voters who c1aim to have 
rec~·istcred but cannot sign their names in the poll book. It is 
received from the County Clerk. (Sees. 362; 363, 365, 3G6.) 

66. If the signatures of the voter <H' his answers on election day do 
not correspond with those of registration day, what is the duty 
of the board ? 

A . To challenge the voter. (Sec. 36-1.) 
67. If a voter whose signature or answers at the general election do 

not correspond witl1 those on registration day, and a majority 
of the bom·d decides against his voting, insists on doing so, what 
is the dutv of the board'? 

A. First make him take an oath, receive his vote and then, on the 
demand of a citi7en or a member of the board, swear out a war
rant for his arrest and deliver it to a peace officer, requesting 
him to arrest the voter. (Sec. 365.) 

QUESTIONS RELATING TO BOTH THE PRIMARY AND GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

68. \Vhat must be displayed in each polling place during elections, when 
boards arc in session, and by whom is it furnished? 

A. An American flag. By the municipal clerk. (Sees. 437-438.) 
69. Describe briefly the proper furnishings and arrangements of a poll

ing room. 
A. Should have booths or compartments not less than two or one for 

every one hundred voters, with swinging doors so arranged that 
some part of the person voting may be seen from the outside 
when the doors are closed, but to screen the voter in preparing 
his ballot, with counter on which ballot may be prepared, and 
sufficient lead pencils. Both the booths and the ballot boxes 
must be within a railed enclosure, with a separate entrance and 
exit. Booths must be well lighted. (Sees. 78, 79.) 

70. What must boards of registry and election do at the opening before 
receiving votes ? 

· A. Make public proclamation of the opening of the election and their 
readiness to receive votes, exhibit the ballot box, showing it to 
be empty, then shut it and lock it, leaving open the aperture in 
the lid. (Sec. 66.) 

9 
Libra~ . 



71. What djsposition is made of the keys to the ballot boxes during the 
election? 

A. Each of the keys shall be taken by a separate member and held by 
him during the progress of the election. (Sees. 65, 380.) · 

72. What is the law with relation to the number of voters allowed 
wi thin the railed enclosure during an elect ion? 

A. Not more than two in excess of the total number of booths shall be 
allowed within at the same time. (Sec. 78.) 

73. Who may be allowed in the polling room during the progress of the 
voting? 

A. The officers conducting the election, the candidates, the agents or 
challengers, those who are waiting to vote, and detailed peace 
officers. (Sec. 78.) 

74. Describe the duties of the various members of the board during the 
election. 

A. One of the members, usually the judge, has charge of the ballot 
box; another, usually the inspector, the ballots; one clerk has 
charge of the poll book; the other, generally of the signature 
copy book, the identification statements, etc. (Sees. 67, 377~) 

75. What must be done before handing the ballot to the voter? 
A. See that he is a properly registered voter. (Sec. 377.) 
76. After the ballot is given to the voter, what must the voter then do? 
A. Retire at once to the booth and prepare his ballot. (Sec. 377.) 

77. May a blind or physically incapacitated or illiterate voter be al
lowed assistance in preparing his ballot? What must the board 
first do? 

A. He may. The board should first require him to take an oath as to 
need of assistance, and a majority should be satisfied of this. 
(Sec. 379.) · 

78. Who only may assist a blind, illiterate or physically incapacitated 
voter in preparing his ballot? What must not be done by those 
assisting? 

A. One or more members of the board assigned by the board, but no 
other person. No member of the board shall reveal for whom 
the voter marked his ballot or anything that took place while he 
was being assisted. (Sec. 379.) 

79. What record should be made in the case of the assistance of a blind, 
physically incapacitated or illiterate voter? 

A. The clerk of the board shall make a memorandum on the poll book 
of the administering of the oath, the facts sworn to and the 
name of the member or members assisting. (Sec. 379.) 

80. If a voter spoils his ballot, what may be done? 
A. He may return it and receive anothert but not more than two shall 

be furnished him except at the discretion of the board. Sec. 
375.) 

81. How may a person vote for a name which is not on the printed 
ballot? 

A. By writing the name in black lead pencil or black ink, or pasting 
it in the blank space indicated for such purpose, and making a 
cross or a plus mark in the square to the left. (Sec. 377.) 

82. After marking his ballot, how should a voter prepare it for casting 
in the box? 

A. Shall fold it so that no part of the face of the baJlot shall be visible 
and so as to display the face of the coupon. (Sec. 377.) 

83. What does the law say about a voter revealing the contents of his 
ballot? 
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A. No person shall show his ballot after it is prepared for voting tn 
· such way as to reveal its contents. Penalty for violation, $25. 

(Sec. 198.) 
84. May a sample ballot be voted? 
A. No. (Sec. 375.) 
85. What particular offenses by an inspector, judge or clerk previous 

to depositing the ballot are punishable by law? 
A. Attempting to find out any name on the ballot, opening it or suffer

ing it to be opened, marking it for identificat:on or without the 
consent of the elector to disclose any name which he has fraud
ulently or illegally discovered to have been voted for. Punish-
able as a misdemeanor. (Sec. 426.) 

86. How long can a voter keep hold of his ballot? 
A. Until it is actually deposited in the ballot box. (Sec. 377.) 
87. Before the ballot is deposited, what must the officer at the ballot 

box do? A. Call off the number of the ballot and the name of the voter and 
wait until the clerk in charge of the poll book states that they 
agree with the record and places a check opposite the poll num
ber to indicate that the person has voted. (Sec. 377.) 

88. May a voter's ballot be received if his name has already been 
checked off as voting? 

A. It may, if the election board by due proof is satisfied that he has 
not voted. (Sec. 82.) 

89. What is done with the coupon on the ballot before the vote is cast? 
A. It is torn off by the judt?;e of the election. It is later placed in the 

ballot box with spoiled and unused ballots and returned to the 
municipal clerk. (Sec. 377.) 

90. Whom, generally speaking, should an election board challenge 
during the course of an election/ 

A. Every person . claiming the right to vote whom they shall know, 
suspect or believe not to be entitled to vote. (Sec. 72.) 

91. Is the right to administer the oath confined to any one member 
of the election board? 

A. Any member of the board has the right. (Sec. 16.) 
g2. If a voter is challenged, what determines his right to vote? 
A. The decision of the majority of the election board. (Sec. 90.) 
93. What are the legal requirements as to residence before voting? 
A. One year in the State, five months in the county, and actual resi-

dence in the district at the time of voting. (Sec. 74.) 
94. If you suspected that a person desiring to vote was not a nat

uralized citizen, what would you do? 
A. Make him take an oath as to his citizenship or produce his cer-

tificate of naturalization, or both. (Sec. 73.) 
95. Suppose a person was a minor when his parents became naturalized, 

would you allow him to vote when of age? 
A. He would be entitled to vote, but should produce his parents' 

naturalization certificate and take the oath prescribed in the 
election law. (Sec. 73.) 

96. Who, besides the elections officers, may challenge a voter? What 
authority should they show? 

A. Agents or challengers appointed by the chairman of the county 
committee or by the candidates to be voted for. They should 
show permits from the county board of elections. (Sec. 63.) 

97. What badges may be worn at or about the polls at elections? 
A. Only those furnished by the county board of elections. (Sec. 413.) 
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98. Under what circumstances m::1y a board of election in the larger 
municipalities issue a transfe1·/ 

A. Only after there has bC'en presented from the justice of the Su
preme Court holding the Circuit Court in the county, a judge 
01 t'llC Comt o1 Co1r1mon Pleas, or one of the judges assigned 
to hold the Circuit Court in the county, an order signed and 
scaled by the county clerk direeting the transfer. The justi."::e 
or judge may sit for this purpose at the Court House or at 
such Other convenient place as may be determined by them. 
(Sees. ~G7, 068.) 

90. How are cdispt:~_ed questions decided by the election board? 
A . '1he decision of the majority of the board shall be deemed to be 

the decision of the board and final. (Sec. 90.) 
100. If a member of an election board \vishes to protect himself when 

he disagrees \vith a decision o.f the majority, what may he do? 
A. Ticcord his dis~;cnt, if in matters relating to registration in the 

register, and , in all other cases in the poll book. (Sec. 90.) 
101. ·where in th~ polling room 'must the ballot box be located? 

A . Within the railed enclosure, and so iJlaced that the voter may de
liver his ballot to the election offic-ers after emerging from the 
booth and before loavin,=; the enclosure. (Sec. 78.) 

102. ·when a ballot box is :C.lled, what is to be done? 
A. The board should seal it and pTovide anothe:r. (Sec. 377.) 

103. If a vacancy occurs in t~1e me1~bership of a board of elections, 
. how can it be filled? 

A. The1·e appear to be tv:o methods provided under the law. A fair 
intcrpretatio21 would seem to be that if a vacancy occurs on thz 
day of election, the member of the board of the same party as 
the party whose position becomes vacant shall fill the place, and 
an immediate report should be made to the County Board of 
I:lections. Dut if a vacancy occurs prior to the election, the 
judge or judges of the Court of Common Pleas shall select 3. 

person to fill the vacancy, certify his name to the County Board 
of Elections, which shall then appoint him to act. (Sees. 17, 
324.) 

104. May an election board adjourn during the day? 
A. It may from 1 to 2 P. M. (Sec. 4.) 

105. What must the board do before any adjournment? 
A. Write in the poll book after the last nan1e the whole number of 

names then in the poll bcoJ: and sign their names. They must 
then unlock and opcm the ballot box, place and secure the b::tr 
or bolt in the lid in such manner as to prevent the insertion b 
the ballot box of any ballot or other thing, place the poll book 
in the ballot box and then shut it and lock i t . (Sec. 77.) 

106. \Vhat precautions must the Board take for care of the ballot box 
dm·ing adjournment? 

A. One of the members appointed by the board must guard i t and he 
must keep it in public view while adjournment lasts. (Sec. 77.) 

107. What power has the board of elections to preserve order? 
A. They have all the powers of constables in criminal matters. They 

may commit anyone refusing to obey their lawful command3, 
or who is disorderly in or about the polling IJlace to the county 
jail fo1· a pericd of not exceeding thrE'e days. Such order shall 
be executed by any sheriff or constable or any person deputed 
by the board in writing. (Sees. 83, 186.) 
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108. N arne some of the common offenses which may cause the arrest 
of a ci'izen in connection with the conduct •)f an election? 

A. Bring-ing liquor into polling place ; removin~ pencils from booths; 
asking voter to show his ballot; voter allowing his ballot to be 
marked o1· marking it himself; obstructing the entrance to the 
polling place; obstructing or interfering with voters; electwn~ 
eerin<?; within 100 feet of polling places; destroying- or mu
tilating re!7!:i$try lists; personating voters; interfering with the 
clerks on their wav from the nollin<r place i.o the office of the 
municipal cle1·k with the ballot boxes; at!.cmpting to carry 
away, destroy or mutilate ballots, ballot boxes, election returns, 
etc.; betting or attempting to induce others to hct. (Sec::;. 
187, 188, 190, 192, 193, 195, 196, 198, 200, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 
207, 209.) 

109. May an election officer run for an office to be filled at an elccti:>!l 
at which he serves? 

A. He cannot. If he attempts to do so, a11 ballots cast for him must 
be taken as null and void. (Sec. 84.) 

110. If there are a number of persons in the polling place at the time 
of the closing of the polls, what should be d::me? 

A. No one ' shall be admitted within the r ailed enclosure after the 
time of closing, but those then already within shall be' pe·r
mitted to vote. (Sec. 78.) 

111. May an adjournment be taken after the closing of the polls? 
A. No, the· counting of the votes shall commence immediately upon 

the closing of the polls. (Sec. 89.) · 
112. What provisions exist in the law whereby absent soldiers or sailors 

may vote? 
A. Those in the service of the United States, in the Army or Navy, 

may in time of war, if absent, authorize an~; voter in his dis
trict to cast his ballot fo:r him, by an instrument in writin;.; 
in a form prescribed in the law, executed not more than sixty 
days before the election, sworn to before any field officer, cap
tain, adjutant or commander of his company or of the vessel or 
naval station to which he may belong, and attested by hvo 
witnesses. 

The voter encloses his ballot and authority in a sealed envelope 
upon the outside of which is printed or written an affidav.it 
concerning his legal residence in the district and his present 
service in the army or navy. 

This envelope is enclosed in another envelope directed t o the 
person whom he empowers to case his vote and marked "sol ~ 
dier's (or sailor's ) ·vote." The inner envelope cannot be opened 
until delivered to the election board which, after publicly open
ing the envelope and en tering upon the poll li sts t he n am e and 
r esidence of the voter and the person delivering the ballot , 
deposits the same. The affidavits, instruments and envelopes 
should be preserved and fi led with the poll lists. The necessary 
envelopes, forms, etc., are printed by the Secretary of St a te 
and forwarded t o t he cantains, or other officers mentioned, in 
t ime for use for the election. 

(The provisions of the law bearing upon thi3 subject are quite 
lengthy and should be carefully scanned when such votes are 
offered.) (Sees. 220, 232.) 
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PREFERENTIAL VOTING. 
.113. In preferential voting, on what side of the name is the X or plus 

marked? 
A. On the right side. (Sec. 4, Chap. 108, Laws of 1914.) 

114. Must the voter vote for other choices than the first choice? 
A. It is not compulsory. (Sec. 4, Chap. 108, Laws of 1914.) 

115. Can a voter on any choice vote for more persons than there are 
offices to be filled? If so, on what choice? 

A. Ves, on the fourth or other choice. (Sec. 4, Chap. 108, Laws of 
1914.) 

116. Can you vote more than one choice for the same person ? 
A. No. (Sec. 4, Chap. 108, Laws of 1914.) 

117. Suppose there were five offices to be filled, and on the first choice 
two candidates received 7,050 votes and thr(;!e candidates 6,000 
votes out of a total of 14,090 votes, would all five be elected? 

A. No, only the two having a majority of the total number of votes 
cast. (Sec. 4, Chap. 108, Laws of 1914.) 

118. When all the offices are not filled from the first choice, how are 
the remaining offices filled ? 

A. By adding the second choice votes to the first choice votes. If 
necessary by adding third choice votes to first and second choice 
votes. Then if the necessary majority has not been obtained, 
the other choice votes are added to the first, second and third 
choice votes, and those receiving the highest number of vote~ 
by such addition are elected. (Sec. 4, Chap. 108, Laws of 1914.) 

COUNTING THE VOTES. 

119. When the polls are closed after an election, what is the first 
thing to be done before counting the votes? 

A. Th~ clerk of the board keeping the poll book shall state after the 
name of the last voter in words written at full length in the 
·poll book, the total number of votes cast, and the members of 
the board shall sign their names to the same. (Sec: 86.) 

120. May agents or challengers be present within the polling room, 
and if so, in what part, during the counting of the votes? 

A. They may be present within the railed enclosure and may hear and 
see the votes counted. (Sec. 63.) 

121. May any besides the election officers, challen O'ers and agents be 
present during the counting of the votes ? Explain. 

A. The public may be present, but not in such numbers as to hinder, 
delay or inconvenience the election officers. (Sec. 89.) 

122. After making the entry in the poll book as to the number of 
votes cast, what should be done? 

A. The ballot box shall be opened and the counting of the votes 
begun. (Sec. 87.) 

123. 'When counting the votes, can anyone but the judge of election take 
the ballots out of the ballot box? 

A. No, they are taken out by the judge of election singly and sepa
l·ately. (Sec. 87.) 

124. Describe what duty each member of the Board of Elections per
forms in connection with counting the votes. 

A. The ballots shall be taken singly and separately from the ballot 
box by the judge and while each ballot shall remain in his 
hands he shall audibly and publicly read the same and before 
taking another ballot from the ballot box he shall deliver the 
ballot opened to the inspector. 
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The inspector shall take the ballot from the judge, examine 
it carefully to ascertain if it has been read correctly by the 
judge, write on the back of the ballot its number in the order 
in which it has been taken from the box. He shall then string 
it in i ts proper order with needle and twine provided for that 
purpose. The clerks of the board shall each, as the ballot is 
read, enter upon the tally sheet the figure (1) opposite the 
name of the person for whom the vote has been cast. (Sees. 
87, 88.) 

125. Can anyone but a duly appointed election officer assist in any way 
in count in!r the votes? 

A. No, only the Board of Elections. (Sees. 87, 88, 89.) 
126. Is it proper for par t of the election board in the countin~ of votes 

after a primary election to count the votes in the ballot box of 
one party, while the other part of the board counts the votes 
in the ballot box of the other party? • 

A. No. The· entire board assists in the counting of all the ballots. 
(Sees. 87, 88.) 

127. What in your opinion would constitute a marked ballot? 
A. A blank ballot, one that has on its face or back any mark, sign 

or device other than is permittf'd by law by which the ballot 
can be distinguished from other ballots: ballots on which names 
are written in pen or pencil other tha'(l black; or pasters printed 
on paper ot.her than white paper, ballots on which the number 
of the ward or district is improperly endorced, etc. (Sees. 58, 
also foot-note (a), 59, 85, 91.) 

128. What should be done with a ballot found to be wholly void? 
A. It shall be marked "void" and strung as other ballots are directed 

to be strum~·, but on a different twine and returned inside the 
ballot box to the municipal clerk. (Sec. 91.) 

129. What ballots are partially void? 
A. A balll't on which for any office more names are voted than thera 

are positions to be filled, but which is properly voted for other 
offices. (Sees. 92, 378.) 

130. How shall ballots partially void be marked and what shall be done 
with them? 

A. Shall be marked "defective" on the outside and shall be preserved 
like the other ballots. (Sec. 378.) 

131. What would vou determine before counting- a ballot on which a 
name had ·been written, or a paster used? 

A. That the name had been written with black lead '{>endl or black 
ink. That the pasters were printed with blank ink on white 
paper only. (Sees. 59, 85.) 

132. If a voter marks more names than there are persons to be elected 
to an office, what is the effect on his ballot? 

A. It is void only so far as that office is concerned for which he has 
voted more names than there are persons to. be elected. (Sees. 
92, 378.) 

133. If in counting- the votes, the total num her shall exceed the number 
of names in the poll book, what should be done·? 

A. The ballots which remain in the hallot box after counting- as many 
as there are names in the poll book, shall be taken as null and 
void. (Sec. 91.) 

134. After the l'lerks have totalled the vote, what must each member 
personally do ? 
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A. He must personally examine the tally sheets to determine the 
results. Only after doing this can he sign the election returns. 
(Sec. 89.) 

135. What must be deposited in the ballot box after the completion of 
the canvass of the votes ? 

A. All ballots either accepted, rejected or unusued, the coupons from 
the ballots, the poll lists and the tally papers. (Sec. 99.) 

136. After the deposit of the books and papers in the ballot box at the 
close of an election, how is it made secure? 

A. By being locked, bound with tape and sealed. (Sec. 99.) 
137. To whom, by whom and in what manner shouJ.d ballot boxes be 

taken at the close of the canvass? 
A. It should be carried at once by two clerks, by tlle most direct 

ro~te and without dela:v or stopping at any place, to the office of 
. the municipal clerk. (Sec. 99.) 

138. W.hat disposition is made of the keys to the ballot boxes after the 
general elections? 

A. They are deposited with the county cle1·k. (Sec. 67.) 
139. What statemen'ls should be made as to the result of elections, and 

· to whom are they delivered? 
A. After primary elections a statement of the resul: is filed with each 

municipal clerk, who shall transmit the same to the county 
clerk. After general elections one copy of tl1e statement of 
results shall be deliveTed to the municipal clerk and one copy 
within two days to the county clerk. If the election be for' 
Governor or for members of the House of Reperesentatives or 
for electors of President or Vice-President, a copy shall also be 
made and sent by mail within two days to the Secretary of 
State. (Sees. 95, 96, 355.) 

140. By whom, and when, are statements of the result of elec6ons filed? 
A. By the judge of elections or some other designated member within 

two days next after election. (Sec. 96.) 
141. What is the penalty for failure to transmit such statement within 

the suecified time? 
A: Payment- to the County Collector, for the use of the county,, the 

sum of one hundred dollars. (Sec. 97.) 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

142. When proposed amendments to the constitution are to be submitted 
to the voters, what must be mailed to each registered voter, 
and how? 

A. A copy of the proposed constitutional amendments and such por
tion of the constitution as shall be necessary to clearly di~clos13 
the relation of the amendments to the existing constitution. 
These are mailed in the same envelope with the sample ballot. 
(Sec. 443.) 

143. How may a voter vote for or against proposed amendments? 
A. By making an X mark or a plus mark in the square opposite the 

word "Yes" if in favor of same, or making an X mark or a 
plus mark in the square opposite the word ''No" if opposed to 
amendment. (Sec. 374.) 
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