


TESTIMONY 

TAKEN ON THE HEARrnG RELATIVE TO 

OF THE 

NEW JERSEY STATE PRISON 

BEFORE THE 

OF THE 

102d LEGISLATURE. 

BY J. . MACLAUCHLAN, STENOGRAPHER. 

NEW ARK, N. J.: 
PRINTED BY WILLIAM B. GUILD, 

1878. 

N.J. STATE LIBRARY 
P.O. BOX 520 
~ RENTON, NJ08625-0520 



/ 
( 



N.J. STATE LIBRARY 
PO BOX 520 
-·REN10N, NJ 08625~0520 

TESTIMONY 
Ix THE )fATTRR OF THE INYESTIGATIOX OF CHARGES 

AGAINST 1'HE OFFICERS OF THE NEW JE.RSEY 

STATE Pmso x. 

The Joint Committee on State Prison met in the senate 
chamber on Tuesday, February 5th, 1878, at 5 o'clock 
P. M., pursuant to the following concurrent resolution: 

"WHEREAS, It is reported· in the public press that great 
wrongs are practiced and cruelties inflicted by the officials 
of the New Jersey State Prison on the convicts under 
their charge; therefore, be it 
" Resolved (the Senate concnrring), That the Joint Com

mittee on State Prison be and they are hereby authorized 
and instructed to inquire into the truth or falsity of said 
statements and report the result of their inquiry as soon as 
practicable, in order that proper action may be taken in the 
matter." 

Adopted January 22th, 18th. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Wm. H. Hendrickson, Chas. B. 
Moore and Charles Plummer, members of the Joint Com
mittee on the part of the Senate, and Hon. Messrs. George 
Sykes, Southey S. Parramore, James Malone, John D. Rue 
and Caleb C. Pancoast, members of the Joint Committee 
on the part of the Honse. 

On motion of Senator Hendl'ickson, Senator Moore was 
called to the chair. 

On motion, James A. MacLauchlan was appointed clerk 
of the Joint Committee, and was sworn to make a true aud 
correct stenographic report of the testimony to be taken · 
during the investigation. 
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On motion, the following concurrent resolution, adopted 
January 31st, 1878, was ordered to be entered upon the 
minutes: 

"Resolved (the Senate concurring), That the Joint 
Committee on State Prison be and they are hereby 
empowered to send for persons and papers to aid in making 
the investigation referred to them in relation to chargeg 
against the officers of the State Prison." 

On motion, the following resolution of the House of 
Assembly was ordered to be entered upon the minutes: 

"Resolved, That it is the sense of this house that the 
members of this body, for the purpose of taking such 
a'ction .as they may deem necessary in enacting laws for 
the management of the State institutions thereof, and for 
the purpose of inquiring into the management of the same, 
have full right and authority to visit said institutions 
including the State Prison of said State, at all proper and 
reasonable hours and times." 

Tlwrnas J. Corson, a witness subpcenaed by order of the 
J_oint Committee, being duly sworn , testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-
Q. Please state to the committee your name and resi

dence. 
Q. Thomas J. Corson, corner of State aud Montgomery 

sti'eets, Trenton, New Jersey . 
. [By direction of the chairman, the elerk read the resolu

tion directing the Joint Committee to investigate the 
charges as above set forth.] 

Q. [Showing an extract from a newspaper to witness]
Will you just read that and see whether you were the 
author of it~ 

·A. I was the author of so much of it as from lhe words 
"To the Grand Jury," down to the signature, "Thomas J. 
Corson;" not the rest. [See Appendix A.] 
· Q. Will you just go on and tell . this committee what you 

know of this matter ? 

J 
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A. I know nothing, except what I learned from the 
prison physician, Dr. Phillips, as to that. 

Q. He is one of the physicians of the State Prison? 
A. He is the physician of the prison. 
Q. He is one of the officers, I understand ? 
A. The physician was an officer of the prison when I was 

there. 
Q. State to the committee what Dr. Phillips said to 

you? 
A. On the 8th or 9th of January Dr. Phillips called in 

my office, as he occasionally does, and in the course of con
versation he spoke of the differ~nt modes of punishment 
practiced in the prison ; among them were what he called 
the "boot-heel gag," an instrument I know nothing of, and 
never have seen ; he also stated that the "paddle" was used ; 
be did not state what manner of "paddle" it was, whether 
it was was a plain board, or a board punctured with holes, 
or a " bastinado ;" he then spoke of the manner of punish
ing prisoners by having their feet clamped to the floor, by 
some instrument which fastens them fast to the floor by a 
clamp; then they are handcuffed and the hands are drawn 
up toward the ceiling as tightly as possible, or as they 
thought proper, and there they remained such a length of 
time as was deemed proper; and it was stated that "'from 
five to twenty minutes of that would make any one squeal;" 
he further stated-he did not state this as a punishment, but 
he stated that a person came there who was snpposed to be 
what physicians call "malingering," or in other words, 
" shamming;" and having first obtained the promise of the 
keeper to sustain him, he poured some alcohol on him and 
set fire to it, twice; some of the alcohol having run down 
between the buttocks, he stated " that it made the hair 
around his touch-hole crackle ;" he also said that this man 
after this was taken to what has been called" the stretcher;" 
he did not use that term, but that he was put up on this 
instrument and stretched; then he was taken down, and he 
didn't work well enough, and he was put on the instru
ment and stretched again; these are the points the Doctor 
gave me in conversation. 
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Q. Do you know anything about this mode of punish
ment yourself? 

A. I have never seen it; it was not in use when I was 
physician to the prison. 

Q. Do you know anything about this'' boot-heel gag?" 
A. No, sir; except as it has been described to me; I 

have never seen it. 
Q. Was any such kind of punishment as putting alcohol 

on a man and setting firn to it, ever used when you were in 
the prison? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you consider it a proper test? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Would you consider it inhuman ~ 
A. I should consider it brutal. I have never heard or 

read of such a test. 
Q. Do you know anything about this mode of punish-

ment by the "stretcher ?'' 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Except what Dr. Phillips told you ? 
A. Only that the Doctor said "from five to twenty 

minutes of it would make any one squeal." 
Q. I see you said in this letter that Dr. John W. Ward, 

chief physician at the asylum for lunatics, told me that 
during last summer an insane man was sent from the 
prison to the asylum; upon examining him, a severe bur·n 
was found upon one of his buttocks. Do you know any
thing aboµt that except what he stated? 

.A. I only know what he stated, that a lunatic prisoner 
had been sent there, and that upon examination a sore was 
found npon his thigh. The man escaped from the asylum 
and has not been heard of since. This was found, upon 
examination, to appear upon his anival from the prison. 

Q. I see you state that " another mode of punishment, 
alleged to be practiced at the prison, is throwing of cold 
water from the hose upon the naked body of a prisoner." 

.A. I said that is alleged to be practiced. I have no 
positive knowledge of it, except that I have heard of it 
from various sources. I do not know anything about it. 
I only state what I have heard alleged. 
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Q. I believe you were prjson physician once? 
A. Yes: sir. 
Q. Was that kind of punishment ever practiced when 

you were prison physician? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who was keeper when you were prison physician? 
A. Part of the time Robert P. Stoll, and part of the 

time Mr. Tunis Hoogland, I think his name was; Mr. 
Hoagland, at least, from New Brunswick; three years Mr. 
Stoll and six months Mr. Hoagland. 

Q. I see in your statement that you refer to "Felix 
McGuin, of Trenton, Anthony Perry, and -- Murphy, 
now deputy keepers of the prison, Henry Veghte, formerly 
deputy keeper, and Drs. John Ward and Charles P. Brit
ton, physicians of the lunatic asylum," and recommend 
that they be summoned by the grand jury. Do you know 
that they know anything about this matter? 

A. I do not know of my positive knowledge that they 
do ; and that was the reason that I recommended that the 
grand jury summon them. 

Q. Would you like to have this committee summon 
them? 

A. I would, and have said so to Senator Hendrickson 
. and As~emblyman Sykes, the chairman of the Hou&e Com

mittee. 
Q. From your own personal knowledge yon do not 

know what kind of punishment is used there ? 
A. I do not. I have been in the prison but once since 

General Mott was keeper. 
Q. How long were you there as physician? 
A. Three years and six months. 
Q. What kind of punishment was used then ? 
A. The most severe punishment was placing the man in 

the dungeon, with handcuffs, and anklets around his ankles, 
and keeping him on bread and water for six days ; that is 
the most severe punishment that was ever practiced during 
the three years and six months that I was there. 

Q. You did not have any of the kinds of punishment 
that you describe while you were there 1 
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A. No, sir; not to my knowledge, and certainly there 
would not have been with my consent; we had no right to 
do it, I thought. 

Q. Were yon present at any of those punishments when 
you were prison physician? 

A. No, sir; I visited the men always who were placed 
in the dungeon; I never saw one placed there. 

Q. How often did you visit them? 
A. Every day that I was there ; at that time I was ther_e 

every other day; now the physician must be there eve_ry 
day. 

Q. \Vere you the proper person at that time to say when 
that punishment should end '? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was left to you and not to the keeper, because it 

involved the man's health? 
A. The keeper al ways asked me; I didn't inquire 

whether I was the proper person or not, hnt I decided 
when such cases were referred to me. 

Q. Have you any names of persons whom yon wish this 
committee subpcenaed beside those that you have put down 
here? 

A: I have, and have communicated them to Mr. Sykes 
or Senator Hendrickson; all that I wish, I believe. 

Q . . When you left the prison did you resign, or was some 
or one else appointed? 

A. No, sir; there were too many votes against me ; ~ 
have served the usual term of three years, and the Demo
cratic party being stlll in power, two of the inspectors voted 
for Dr. Taylor and one for Dr. McCaffry and two for 
myself, and so voted for six months, month after month; 
but in the seventh mouth three of them voted for Dr. Tay
lor, and I left. 

Q. The inspectors, I believe, had the appointrnent at 
that time? 

A. Yes, sir; they had the e11tire appointment. 
Q. Did they put Dr. Phillips in at that time? 
A. No, sir; he came in considerably after that; Dr.John 

Taylor, I think, followed me. 

\ 
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By State Prison Keeper Mott-
Q. You say the men were chained down for six days in 

BUCCCSSIOn. 

A. Not necessarily six days. Six days were the limit. 
Q. were they allowed to visit the water closet ? 
A. No, sir. 

The Hon. W. Btidd Deacon, a witness subpamaed by 
order of the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 
Examined by the Chairman-

Q. What is your name and place of residence? 
A. William Budd Deacon, and I reside at Mo~nt Holly, 

New Jersey. 
[By direction of the chairman the clerk read the resolution 

directing the Joint Committee to investigate the charges 
as above set forth.] 

Witness-I want the committee to understa11d that I 
make no charges against General Mott fo1· cruelty. 

The Chairman-The committee understands that; the 
second resolution was referred to the same committee. 

Q. Will you please go on and tell your story on that 
subjecU · 

A. I claim that un<ler the law of 1876 the members of 
the legislature are official visitors and have the authority 
by that law to visit any part of the prison; and if, in their 
judgment, they see proper to ask any questions of a 
prisoner, as to th.eir health and the government of the 
prison and their treatment, under that law they have a 
right to ask such questions; that it is contemplated by the 
act, and the resolution that I offered '''as with a view to 
have the legislature interpret that act ; I put it in that 
shape, that they deemed they had a right by virtue of the 
law to visit the prison and to ask such questions as they 
might think necessary of each of the prisoners; the reason 
that I offered it was that after I was sworn in as a member 
of the legislature I asked General Mott's permission to visit 
the cell of a prisoner, and that he denied me that privilege; 
that is all I have to say about it; I make no charges as to 

2 
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the ill treatment of prisoners at all ; but I deemed that, 
as this investigation was going on, it was part of the 
investigation, and that it was proper for the legislature to 
express their views of what their privileges were under that 
act; because I believe that' it is the duty or that it is 
proper for the members of the legislature, in order to know 
about the management and treatment of the prisoners, that 
they shall have the right to visit the cells at all proper 
times. 

Q. As I understand you, you make no charge under the 
first resolution.? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. It comes under the second resolution. your c0n

struction of the law is different from General Mott's, under 
which he refused to let you have a conversation with the 
prisoner? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. [Book shown to witness]-Take that law and show us 

the provision under which you acted. 
A. If the committee will grant me some little time I 

should prefer it. It will be making an argument upon this 
very act. I am prepared to give my views about it, but 
not to-day; I didn't come here for that purpose. In the 
connection of my being refused I will also state that I 
would like Mr. A. D. Nichols, a member from Camden, 
called ; I understand that he was refused, so he informs me. 

Q. I understand that General Mott refused you the right 
to see a prisoner? 

A. Yes, sir; in his cell-to have any communication with 
him in his cell. 

Q. Do you know whether it is customary in the prison 
to allow any one to visit the prisoners? 

A. I have been so informed by persons, and have had 
that privilege granted to me before I was a member of the 
legislature, and by Mr. Mott himself once. 

Q. That matter, I understand, you want to discuss at some 
future time? 

A. I would like to have an opportunity to present my 
views of the law, not at the present time, because I am not 
prepared. 
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Q. · We will have a meeting to-morrow evening; will you 
be prepared then ? 

A.. Yes, sir; it won't be an extended argument, but as 
the committee are willing that I should give my views, and 
as it is probably a part of this investigation, I vrnnld like 
the committee to hear it; I would like to have Judge 
I~illy subpcenaed; also l\fr. Voorhees, a member of the leg
islature, and Mr Martin, a hlernber of the legislature. 

Q. Do yon mean Dr. Lilly, of Lambertville? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did General Mott girn any reasons why he would 

not let you see the prisoner? 
A. Yes, sir; I called his attention to this act, and he said 

that under this act it did not give the right to members of 
the legislature to speak to a prisoner inside of his cell ; I 
don't think he used particularly the ·words ·"inside of his 
cell;" but he said this: he knew that I had the right to 
visit the cell, but denied that I had the right to speak to a 
prisoner. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. You were a clerk in the ·office of the State Treasurer? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You came there in the fall of 1876, and wanted to see 

Mr. Sooy about that time ? 
A. I think it was in the Spring; I think it was in April, 

1876; no; 1877 I think it was; it was after you was there 
shortly. 

Q. That was in the Spring of 1876. 
A. Then it was 1876. 
Q. You wished to see Sooy? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Sooy refused to see yon? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Wasn't that the word that came down ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did I not send up to him

1 
and did he not send ·aown 

word that he did not want to see yon? . 
A. Let me explain : when I called at the prison you were 

uot there ; I had previous to that called to ask permission to 
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see Sooy ; you had then just been appointed, I think; the 
man who was your clerk, I think, or your secretary, went 
out of the 1·oom after I had told my business, and he came 
back and said, "General Mott says to take Mr. Deacon up 
into Mr. Sooy's room ;" I did go up there, and I had a con
versation with him ; on this other occasion I went to the 
prison and said that I would like to see Mr. Sooy ; they 
told me you were not there, and that the orders were that 
nobody should be permitted to go up without your permis
sion ; I thought that there might be some mistake about it, 
and I asked, I think, to see the tall gentleman who keeps 
the centre-who has charge of the centre; and he too told 
me that was the order; thinking that possibly if -I could 
see you and state to you my business~ that you would prob
ably give me permission-I understood that you were here 
at the State Honse-and I came up here, and I think as I 
was coming in through the rotunda I met you ; you were 
going out, and I stated to you that there was important 
business that I wanted to see Sooy about; that I had en
dorsed a note for him at the Vincentown bank, and the 
property left to secure it hadn't brought sufficient to pay 
the note ; and that I had heard that there was stock trans
ferred to him at the bank which I thought ought to go to 
the credit of my note, and they had not done it; and I 
wanted to see Sooy for the purpose of ascertaining if he 
hadn't tram;ferred that stock to be credited upon my note; 
that was my request; you said this, "You can't see Mr. 
Sooy in the cell;" I said to you: "Well, I understand that 
he don't like to come down into the centre, and I won't ask 

· him to do so;" I went home and had a conference with his 
son about it, and got his son to write a letter to him, asking 
him to come down into the centre to see me ; I think I 'Yent, 
on down home only to ask him this .question; I came up 
early the next morning and he came to the centre to see 
me, and said:· "I wouldn't come down to see any body but 
you;" I asked him about my business and he went back; 
since then I have never made any request or effort until I 
was elected a member of the legislature. 

Q. My question was, did you not come there and request 
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to see Mr. Sooy, and I sent word up to him, and he refused 
to see you? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Yon had a brother in the Treasurer's office when I 

went there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did I not tell you after you wei·e elected a member 

of the legislature that you could visit the priRon, but not 
the prisoners? Was not that what I said? 

A. I think, in substance, it was; that is just what I 
have testified to. 

Q. Did I not say that you were an official visitor to tl~e 
prison, but not to the prisoners ? 

A. Yes, sir ; that I could not speak to the prisoners ; that 
is my recollection of it. 

Q. Did you not say that you were coming down to the 
prison to see Sooy ? 

A. I did, sir. 
Q. Did I not say that yon could see Sooy if he would see 

you? 
A. Yes; you said, "in the centre." I think my state

ment when I offered the resolution was that you refused me 
permission to see him except publicly; I referred particu
larly to the cells as reported in the paper; you will find it 
so. 

Q. And did you not come there one time when word 
was sent to Sooy that you wanted to see him and he refused 
to see you? 

A. Never, sir. 
Q. Didn't the deputy go up again and tell him it was 

something very important, and he came down to see you? 
A. When I went to see him about the note and sent up 

the letter stating the business, he came down to see me and 
told me, "I would not come down to see anybody else but 
you." I never sent up word at all. If anybody went up 
they went up on their own ---

Q. You made the request? 
A. Certainly; and when they said I couldn't see him 

in the cell I came and saw you about it. 
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· Q. You were in the centre; and word was sent to Sooy, 
and he refused to see you. 

A. If anybody went they went up without my directions 
or request. 

State Prison Keeper Mott-We will see before we get 
through with it. 

Witness-Well, we will see, too, I guess. 

On motion, the further hearing of the investigation was 
adjourned until Wednesday, February 5th, 1878, at 5 . 
o'clock P. M., at the same place. 

At which time and place the Committee met pursuant to 
adjournment. 

On motion, the Committee adjourned till eight o'clock, 
P. M., at the same place. 

At which time and place the Committee met pursuant to 
adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. William H. Hendrickson, Charles 
B. Moore and Charles S. Plummer, members of the Joint 
Committee on the part of the Senate, and Hon. Messrs. 
George Sykes, Southey S. Parramore, James Malone, John 
D. Rue and Caleb C. Pancoast, members of the Joint Com
mittee on the part of the House. 
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Patrick H. Laverty, a witness subpoonaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-
Q Will you give your full name and place of residence? 
A Patrick H. Laverty, Jersey City, N. J. 
Q You are sheriff of Hudson county? 
A I am. 
Q You are in the habit of bringing prisoners to the New 

Jersey State Prison? 
A I am. 
Q Do you know anything about cruelties being prac

ticed on the prisoners in the State Prison ? 
A I know nothing of any cruelties being practiced on 

them. 
Q Do you know of anything that would come under 

this resolution at all? 
A If we are to take newspaper reports, I think I know 

something about a case which this Committee has in part 
under its charge; I refer now to names mentioned in news
papers; the names of persons said to have been cruelly 
treated in the prison. 

Q Who were they ? . 
A The person I particularly refer to was Friedlander. 
Q Did he come from your county? 
A He did. 
Q Did you take him to the prison ? 
A Not all the way; it is something unusual for me to 

say so, but it is true in that particular case. 
Q You didn't turn him out, did you ? 
A I did not; I sent two men with him ; something I 

seldom do; I generally take my own prisoners to the prison 
in person. 

Q What do you know in regard to any cruelty prac
ticed on that man ? 

.A I don't know of any cruelty practiced on him, any 
more than I attempted to practice on him myself before I 
sent him down. 
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Q What did you attempt to practice on him? 
A To explain that, I think satisfactorily, if you will 

permit me to do so; this man was arrested in the city of 
Hoboken, and taken to the county jail; he was found 
guilty of the charge upon which he had been arrested, con
victed and sent to State Prison; when he was first arrested 
he was a strong, able-bodied man, as I have no doubt he 
continued to be so up to the present time; the man would 
weigh two hundred pounds; a fine looking man; shortly 
after his being confined to jail, he didn't care to clean the 
cell and do other work that is required of the prisoners; 
and very suddenly he was taken-conveniently so-with 
paralysis of his lower limbs-pretended to; well, they 
treated him very kindly until they thought he was, in plain 
words, a fraud; my attention was called to it, and I looked 
at him, and I thought he looked like a pretty good man
all right; it came to my turn to handle him ; when I had 
to produce him in Court for sentence, I found I was obliged 
to send two or three men out after him, and almost carry 
him bodily to the Court room; the Court was satisfied he 
was a fraud; still we did that as a matter of kindness to 
the man, knowing that we would soon be rid of him ; on 
the evening before I was to transport him to the State 
Prison, I went in the jail and had a talk with him; I tried 
to be humane, and I believe I am a humane man, if I have to 
say so myself; I tried to reason the case with him, and told 
h~m to prepare for rrrenton in the morning; he positively 
said he couldn't go; he said he was paralyzed and couldn't 
use his limbs at all; wen, I differed with him on that, and 
told him so. 

Next morning I went to the jail and I had five men there 
prepared to take him; I went in the jail about half-past six 
in the morning ; I found him on a mattress in one of the 
corridors in the jail, stretched out there at full length, and 
over him was a quilt; I talked to him and ad vised him to 
get up and act as he should; he paid no attention to me at 
all ; I then pulled the coverlid from over his feet ; aud had 
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quite a large sized pin, such as you have seen in a package 
of hank notes ; I pu1led it out of my vest and stuck it into 
the calf of his leg, and he immediately rose to his feet; 
when he found the trick that was played on him he got back 
again in a sort of a fit apparently~ and I applied some re
storatives to bring him out of the fit-a pretty good hose 
with cold water-which had the desired effect; I did every
thing I could to get him on his feet and get him out, and he 
still refused; we have a fountain in our jail-yard, with a 
long hose, two-and-a-half or three inch hose; I then pro

posed to take him out and try a cold bath on him; I sent 
for my men and I positively would have done it, but the 
men thought it was a pity, and the result was, I had to get 
an express wagon, and five or six men to take him bodily 
and lift him in the wagon, apparently perfectly helpless ; in 
that way I transported him to the depot; got him down 
there; he still continued in the same way, only a great deal 
worse; he couldn't move his head, his arms, or bis legs; he 
was perfectly helpless ; he grew worse as he grew older ; we 
got him into a baggage car and put him on the mail bags; 
gave him as good a bed as we could afford; and he got un
easy; and on his way down my men informed me-but it 
is not right for me to say that; we got him to Trenton; had 
to transport from the cars in a wagon which I convey my 

. men from the prison with ; there they had to lift him in 
bodily into that wagon; when they got down to the prison 
-he was a very large man, and unweildly-they proposed to 
drop him out on the side; when he found that, he got out 
himself on his knees ; previous to that he couldn't use his 
arms or legs ; but when he found that they were going to 
throw him out, he thought he could get out himself; a day 
or two afterwards I was in the prison, and I had heard that 
the man was all right and was at work in the shop ; I claim 
to be conversant with the State Prison of New Jersey-as 
much as any other sheriff in the State; I have made it my 
business to go through the prison ; there are a great many 
men brought down from Hudson county. 

3 
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Q Did you ever see any cruelty to prisoners there 't 
A No, sir. 
Q Is this the man that was referred to in the newspapers 

that had alcohol poured over him and fire touched to it? 
A He is the man. 
Q If that was so would you censider that application a 

cruelty? 
A I would not; positively not, sir; I think it was very 

mild treatment, sir, very mild indeed. 
Q Is that the kind of treatment you give your prison

ers? 
A I don't know that I have done it, but I should under 

the circumstances, and I am a humane man. 
Q And you think yourself a humane man at that? 
A I do, sir; there are, to my knowledge, a very few 

saints in the State Prison-that is, under lock and key, I 
mean. 

Q What was he convicted of? 
A False pretences; there were several charges against 

him ; but the particular charge that he was convicted on 
was that he was a confidence man. 

Q He kept up his false pretences, according to your 
story? 

A I should judge so ; there is no q aesti~m in my mind 
but what it is so; he has even threatened to kill me when he 
got out of State Prison. 

Q You were nt>t afraid of him ? 
A I wasn't ; I am not afraid of any man m doing my 

duty. 
Q You were not afraid of a man unable to walk? 
A No, sir ; it is no boast, but I am not afraid of any 

man in the discharge of my duty. 
Q You don't know anything about any cruelty prac

ticed on any prisoners, except what you hear from newspa
per reports ? 

A Not at all, sir ; but if it is in order, I have been told 
by very many prisoners in that institution that they hav~ 
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even those that have been released, one in particular, that I 
call a gentleman, although he was a convict, has said to me. 

Q Well, we do not want to whitewash; what was this 
man's age? 

A I should judge about forty-five or forty-six. 
Q Was he a native of Hudson county? 
A No, sir ; be is a German Jew. 
Q Perhaps you are prejudiced against German Jews? 
A No, sir; I have got-some of my warmest friends are 

German Jews; it happens so; I am not prejudiced against 
any one. 

Q Do you know of any cruelty having been used against 
this man in State Prison? 

A I do not, only from hearsay. 
Q For how long a term was he sentenced ? 
A For one year and a-half. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-
Q What was the general working of the prison as com

pared with former years from what you have seen? 
A My judgment of the working of the prison compared 

with former years is just this, that while I believe under 
your predecessor it was excellent at that time, but I think 
it is par excellence at present; I have been in about twenty 
prisons at different times throughout the United States, and 
never, to my knowledge, have I seen a prison as well con· 
ducted, and the inmates better satisfied, than in the New 
Jersey State Prison ; I have said so everywhere ; I have al
ways pointed to the New Jersey State Prison . as a model 
State Prison, and its conduct is so. 

Alexander H. Warner, a witness subprenaed by order of 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-
Q Please give us your full name? 
A Alexander H. Warner. 
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Q And your residence? 
A I am now residing at Hackensack, Bergen county. 
Q Were you a chaplain in the New· J er~ey State Prison? 
A I was there nine years and five months in that 

capacity. 
Q When were you appointed ? 
A In April, 1868. 
Q · Wb o was keeper then ? 
.Ii Mr. Ellison Walker, and I came there at the same 

time; he died during the year, in November. 
Q . Who was keeper when you left ? 
A Gen. Mott. 
Q How long is it since you left there? 
A Four months, about; I left on the 31st of August. 
Q How long were you there while Gen. Mott was keeper? 
.A. About seventeen months, sir. 
Q Will you please state to this committee what you 

know of any cruelty, or any punishment inflicted upon 
prisoners there? · 

A I know very little about the punishment, because I 
kept myself pretty much to myself; I was afraid to speak; 
little things that you would suppose would not be noticed 
would be noticed pretty roughly ; I have seen them once, 
in passing through the hall of the upper gallery, just as they 
happened to open the cell door, I saw an individual hang
ing by his hands or arms; whether his feet touched the floor 
or not I couldn't say ; probably his toes did. 

Q Was he hanging by his hands ? 
A By his hands or arms. 
Q How was he suspended? 
.A. By handcuffs ; a pulley through that, and so on up ; 

I was merely passing and just cast my eye in as I pas~;ed 

along. 
Q You did not see whether his feet were fastened to the 

floor or not? 
A I couldn't say. 
Q There is one of the charges made here in relation to 
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the stretcher, that "the man's feet are securely fastened to 
the floor, he is handcuffed, and then, by means of a rope at
tached to a ring in the ceiling, his arms are drawn up as 
tightly as possible;" was that the punishment which you 
witnessed? 

A I suppose so; I had been out to the cells distributing 
books I suppose, and I happened to pass just at the time 
they opened the cell door. 

Q You did not stop to witness it? 
A Just cast my eye in, sir; I have seen them in the cells 

at other times, up against the wall, but not extended up 
with their hands in that way. 

Q . Why did you not stop ? 
A Well, sir, the discipline was such in the prison that 

you had to keep your eyes straight ahead of you, or you 
would get into trouble. 

Q Do you suppose there was any one watching you, 
that you.didn't dare to stop? 

A No, sir ; the keeper was there ; I never interfered 
with the p~nishment; when Mr. Hennion was there I told 
him, "if at any time I interfere with your punishment, 
please to consider me as standing in the relation of mother 
with these boys." Sometimes, when the father takes a rod 
to punish a child, the mother will rush in between the father 
and child. 

Q Did you ever see such punishment under Mr. Hen
nion? 

A No, sir; I have been there under five different 
keepers; I don't know that there was this hanging when 
Mr. Walker was there ; they used to have them up against 
the wall ; there was an iron hook against the wall, and a 
pulley fixed to that, so that their feet just touched the floor. 

Q The dungeon punishment has always been practiced 
since you have been chaplain? 

A Always since I have been there. 
Q I would like you to explain a little further why you 

didn't stop and see that man ? 
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A Well, sir, the .discipline of the prison was such, it 
didn't do for me to interfere at all. 

Q You might have 8topped and looked, might you not? 
A It was such a common thing for men to be put in the 

dungeon that I didn't stop. 
Q I am talking about that man that you saw stretched 

up in the cell? 
A I didn't stop to look, I just cast my eye in as I passed i 

you know it didn't do for me to interfere at all. 
Q You wouldn't have been interfering at all if you had 

just slacked your pace. Was the cell open? 
A Yes, sir; the deputy opened the door and took him 

down, I believe. 
Q Did the man complain? 
A I don't know, sir. 
Q You did not hear him? It is said that "from ten to 

twenty minutes of it will make any one squeal." 
A I have heard squealing; I used to stay in tjie prison 

nights, used to sleep there, and I was around a good deal in 
the evenings, and obtained a know ledge of the prisoners by 
my inspection of the cells. For instance, I would hear them 
using profane language, and when I came on Sabbath 
morning to visit those cells, I would say to them, "Boys, I 
heard profane language here last night, and if it is repeated 
I shall take my day off." I have one day per month ac
cording to law, arid they would say, "If you. will say noth
ing about this you will never hear profane language in this 
cell again." So I would tell them, " Well, if you will stop 
it I won't say · any thing about it; " I used that law as a 
very powerful lever. It is about to undergo a careful in
vestigation. I received a letter from Judge Allison, to day, 
with regard to the administration of that law ; I should have 
answered it if I hadn't come down here. 

Q Did you introduce that law there? 
A No, sir; it was introduced in the legislature; it was 

passed in the spring of 1869, and it was one of the best we 
ever had, but it is very badly abused. 
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The law reads thus: A prisoner behaving himself for a 
month, that is, attending to his business in the shop, is 
entitled to two days ; by good behavior in his cell, to two 
days more; by self-control and improvement of his mind, 
another day; and that day is given to moral instruction ; so 
that he gets five days a month; if he has twelve months to 
serve, he gets sixty days; if he has longer to serve, the 
next year, if he behaves well, he not only gets the five days, 
but he gets six days; that is, seventy-two in a year; the 
third year he gets seven days, provided he hasn't been pun
ished in two years ; I used to use it in this way, by going 
to a prisoner that had been punished, and telling him, 
"You have lost seven days by that." "How is that, chap
lain?"· "Why, you have forfeited your privilege of getting 
the six days in the month; even if you should behave the 
next month, you will only get five days off." But Judge 
Allison writes to me that, for the sake of saving trouble, 
when the prisoner is brought into the prison, they make the 
calculation as to the shortest time possible; I have always 
contended, (although not since Gen. Mott has been there,) 
that the men were getting off a great deal too much time ; 
for instance, if a man is sent there for five years, a card that 
is published gives him one year out of the five. 

Q I understand that you used that argument as chaplain, 
toward the prisoners? 

A Yes, sir; it was a powerful lever in my hands. 
Q We will go back to the punishments again ; did you 

see any other prisoners improperly punished, except as you 
considered the law would allow? 

A I have seen pretty severe punish~ent-the gag in the 
mouth. 

Q Was the man in the cell ? 
A No, sir; standing in the centre. 
Q Is that a common punishmoot? 
A It was quite common; I have seen half a dozen of 

them there at once. 
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Q Was that under Gen. Mott? 

A Yes, sir. 
Q Did you ever see it previous to his administration? 
A No, sir; I have no recollection of its ever being prac-

ticed before. 
Q Did you ever see what they call the "boot· heel gag?" 
A That is it, sir. 
Q Did you consider it a severe punishment? 

A I should suppose it was, very, very severe; I never 

spoke about it, because it didn't become me to speak. 

Q You never, as chaplain, complained about that to any 

one in the prison. 
A · I don't know that I have. 

Q Would not that come under yonr duty as chaplain? 
A I wasn't allowed always to attend to my dnty; for 

instance, a prisoner stood there for an hour; I wasn't al
lowed to speak to one of them ; I would pass them and 
re-pass them, but I wasn't allowed to speak to them. 

Q Did the keeper ever interfere with your duties as 
chaplain? 

A In that respect he did; I was there eight years before 
Gen. Mott came, and when the prisoners were brought in I 
would generally stand around the centre and look at them, 
and speak to them, and ask them what their crime was, and 
I could form an idea whether it was necessary for me to 
follow them up to their cells; for instance, a young man of 
some promise, to put a few questions, and endeavor to have 
some conversation with him; but when they were dismissed 

I couldn't follow them up ; the General would tell me Mr. 

Perry would tell me where they were; but you couldn't 
find them _always. 

Q Did you consider it a part of your duty to follow the 
prisoners to their cells after they were punished? 

A No, sir. 

Q Why would you follow them, then? 
A For instance, the prisoners, when they were brought 
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in, that is, the new prisoners ; but I wasn't allowed to speak 
to ·them. 

Q was it a part of your duty, when a new prisoner was 
brought there, to follow him to his cell ? 

A There were no rules and regulations for my duty laid 
down; it was like becoming a pastor of a church, as when 
my call was made out at Hackensac~, where I was pastor 
for 28 years; there was no law defining my duties, except
ing when Gen. Mott made laws; he told me that a dozen 
times; "I will make laws," he says. 

Q He made a law for you? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Different from what it had previously been? 
A I consider be had no right to define my duties at all ; 

I was left at my own discretion with regard to what duties 
I had to perform; when I first went there, there was a key 
given me to every cell in the prison, and I often went m 
and sat down and talked to them. 

Q Gen. Mott did not give you that privilege? 
A I never asked him, sir. 
Q Why were you afraid to speak to a prisoner, or to 

stop in your course through the hall? 
A Do you mean the one that was hung up? 
Q At auy time. 
A I did stop ; I wasn't forbidden there ; I would some

times go in the cells and sit there half an hour. 
Q Why did you not stop when you saw the men pun

ished? 
A I didn't consider it my duty; I have talked with a 

number that got punished, and asked them why they didn't 
do better ; some were broken down in their constitutions, 
and they told me they ?ouldn't keep up ; if they didn't keep 
up they were punished; I have bad several tell me that, but 
I can't recollect their names. 

Q Did you ever know of a prisoner being punished by 
what is called a "paddle?" 

A. No, sir ; I never saw anything of tlte kind. 

4 
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Q. Were you chaplam of the prison at the time about 
which this charge was made that a prisoner was taken there 
and alcohol p1tt on him ? · 

A. I was, but I didn't see it. 
Q. Did you ever know of a prisoner being so treated 

there? 
A. No, sir; I saw this man after he became deranged, and 

he lay in a state of nakedness in the cell ; and I saw the scar 
on his thigh which they said was the effect of the alcohol. 

Q. How large was that scar? 
A. I suppose about as wide as my two fingers, and ten or 

twelve inches long on the thigh. 
Q. Did the scar look as if it was produced by a burn ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That was the man upon whom alcohol was said to have 

been put and fired? 
A. That was the one, sir. 
Q. Was he deranged then? 
A. He was said to be. 
Q. Did you ever go in and see him ? 
A. No, sir; I was a little careful when they were de

ranged; I remember one Sabbath morning a young fellow I 
had taken a good deal of interest in was put in the cell, and 
he sent word he wanted to see me; the deputy came to me 
and told me ; I took the testament in my hand and went 
down; just as I opened the loop-hole to look in, he had a 
cup of dirty water, and he threw it over me, and I had to 
change my clothes and everything else; I only mention the 
fact to show that I was cautious. 

Q. Was that punishment by putting men up against the 
wall commonly practiced ? 

A. That has been done ever since I was there; there is 
nothing cruel in that, they cou]d stand either on their feet, 
or on the front part of their feet. 

Q. Were they pulled up with a pulley there, too? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Would you consider that a cruel punishment? 
.A. No, sir; we have had men there, I was going to say, 

that seemed to care nothing about it ; one boy I took a very 
great interest in, he was a lad of talent, but he was always 
getting into difficulty; I told him one time, "Joe, I used to 
believe you had got seven devils in you, I believe I didn't 
count right, there must be nine." He got in the dungeon 
very frequently; that is a common punishment. 

Q. Did you ever see him strung up? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Or with a gag in his mouth? 
.A. I have never _seen it; I couldn't see the gags in their 

mouths, because their faces were generally to the wall ; I 
would only see their backs. 

Q. Did you ever see any other beside the one man pulled 
up by the pulley in the centre of the cell? 

.A. No, sir. 
Q. You understand that it was a common punishment? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was it because of your fear of Gen. Mott, that you 

did not dare to speak? 
.A. I found there was a great deal of austerity about him, 

and I kept myself to myself; there was very little inter
course between Gen. Mott and myself. 

Q. How came you to leave there? 
.A. Out of self-respect, sir; I couldn't stand the indignity 

with which I was treated. 
Q. Did Gen. Mott treat you with indignity? 
.A. With very great indignity; I thought the prison could 

get along very well without me, but I couldn't get along 
very well with the prison. 

Q. I take it for granted that you think Gen. Mott thought 
the prison could get along better . without you ? 

.A. He threatened to suspend me and to Jock the door 
against me; I asked the Governor's opinion, and he said he 
would look at the law. I asked him whether if a person 
was elevated to power he had any right to cease to be a gen-
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tleman ; he said by no means; a man ought to be a gentle
man even if he was in 'power. 

Q. Why did Gen. Mott make these threats against you? 
A. It will take me a little time; I was there about 490 

Sabbaths; when I first .went there, there were three preach
ing places, the north hall, the west wing, and the south hall; 
they then built a female wing, and that added a fourth, and 
when they built an east ·wing, that added two more, so that 
I bad 100 per cent. more labor than what I had when I first 
went there; I had about 2,500 services; I was there 490 
Sabbaths, and one Sabbath I was away at the request of 
Col. Murphy, to supply the pulpit of the Presbyterian 
church at Bordentown; it was with the consent of the prison · 
authorities that I went there and omitted the services in the 
prison; when I came to the female wing one Sabbath after
noon the door was locked; I waited there perhaps two min
utes; I had a round of duties, a regular routine in which I 
went, so I passed on and omitted that service; the next 
morning I was called down into the office; Gen. Mott wanted 
to know if the service had been omitted there yesterday, 
and how long I had waited; · l told him about two minutes; 
I forget exactly what occurred, but he says, "Sir, if the 
thing ever occurs again I shall suspend you " ; very indig
nant, I arose; [ endeavored to keep a Christian spirit-act 
the part of a Christian; the fact is, I made the indignities I 
received the subject of prayer, that God would give me 
grace to act the Christian under them; · when Gen. Mott 
walked away I arose; said I, "General, I am a man, sir; I 

have the feelings of a man; my Master has sent me here to 
do a certain work; that Master is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
sir; and when that work is finished he will dismiss me; 
perhaps he will use you as the instrument"; it was hard, out 
of 1,800 or 2,000 services, that I should be reprimanded in 
that way for the omission of one service ; come to think
two ; there was another omission of the same female service ; 
so that out of 2,500 services there were two omissions; and 
there was one Sabbath out of 490 that I didn't preach there, 
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and I was absent by perm_ission of the prison authorities; 
in the afternoon I met Gen. Mott out by the door; says I, 
"General, I don't want to be suspended, I have lived thus 
far "-(I was then 73 years of age, and l am now in my 75th, 
and old enough to be his father,)-" I have lived thus far 
without a blight on my character ; if you don't want me to 
stay here, tell me and l will resign." 

By Senator Hendrickson-
Q. You say you saw this man hanging up in the prison ; 

could you see his feet ? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Could you see his face ? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Was he gagged? 
.A. 0, no ; he wasn't dead. 
Q. Was he gagged? 
.A. I suppose not; I suppose that would be cruelty in the 

extreme, to hang a man up that way, and gag him, too. 

By the Chairman-
Q. You spoke about an outcry which you often heard 

there; you do not know what punishment was going on 

when you heard that? 
.A. No, sir; I was around generally through the halls in 

the evening; it was a great satisfactiou to me in dealing with 
the prisoners; I sometimes detected them in improper con
duct, and I would call on them and remonstrate; thus I fre
quently heard squealing from the dungeon. 

Q. Wasn't it a common thing for them to make a noi~e 
without being punished? 

.A. I think it is likely that they do; I had very little to 
do with the punishments ; I mean I didn't intermeddle ; I 
found it was a very delicate thing for me to speak; I spoke 
three or four times in previous administrations about this 
condition of the law, and. they told me it wa::i all right. 

Q. The squealing came from a dungeon? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. I believe that is all that you heard? 

A. Yes, sir. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-
Q. Were you in the habit of having services at the graves 

of eon victs ? 
A. Sometimes, and sometimes not. 
Q. When told that you would be required to have such 

services, did you not reply that they had lived like brutes 
and they ought to be buried as such? 

A. No, sir; you spoke about the necessity of it, and I 
said, "they have lived like brutes." 

Q. Did you not say they should be buried like brutes? 
A. I do not remember; · I may have said it; I have said 

that you had more regard for them when they were dead 
than when they were alive; I have made that remark re

peatedly. 
Q. At one time, when a convict died on Sunday, did I 

not meet you going away on Monday to stay till Thursday? 
A. Yes, sir; and I staid six hours to go with that corpse 

to the grave, and I told you it was a very arbitrary thing. 
Q. When you were told that I wished singing in the 

female wing, connected with the service, after a choir had 
been organized, did you not reply, "What foolishness is to 
come next?" 

A. I have no recollection of it. 
Q. When you were told that I wished the services ended 

with a benediction, did you not make the same remark? 
A. I don't think I ever made or would make such a re

mark as that; I considered it improper, and therefore I re
fused to make the regular benediction; I used to say, "May 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ," etc., "rest upon us all;" 
I didn't think you had any right to interfere with my duties 
at all. 

Q. Were you in the habit of visiting the sick? 
A. Very frequently. 
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Q. Did you not have to be ordered there sometimes ? 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Did you not before I went there? 
A. Not that I know of; I have no recollection of it; 

there were some there that didn't want to see me. 

John W. Ward, a witness subpcenaed by order of the 
J oiut Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-
Q. Will you please give your name and residence? 
A. John W. Ward, State Lunatic Asylum, Trenton, N. J. 
Q. Have you heard the resolution read under which we 

are acting? 
A. I have, sir. 
Q. You are a physician in the Lunatic Asylum? 
A. 8uperintending physician, sir. 
Q. Have you ever had any prisoners at the Lunatic 

Asylum that came from the State Prison? 
A. We have; a large number. 
Q. Have you had any upon whom you know of any 

cruelty being practiced? 
A. None that I know from my personal knowledge. 
Q. Did you have t~is man at the asylum whom they say 

was burned with alcohol ? 
A. I did, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether that burning was performed on 

him? 
A. No, I do not know that it was performed on him in 

the prison; he came direct from the prison to our institu· 
tion; at least I suppose he did. 

Q. Was he insane when he came there? 
A. I judged him so, sir. 
Q. You don't know what caused the insanity? 
A. I do not, further than I supposed him to be a case of 

epileptic insanity. 
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Q. Had he a sore on his leg? 
A. He bad the evidence of a sore there ; there was no sore 

when he was brought to the hospital-a little red mark, but 
that was all. 

Q. You wouldn't suppose that red mark caused insanity ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Something deeper than that ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you give this committee any information that 

would apply to the purpose of this resolution? 
A. Of my own knowledge? 
Q. Of your own knowledge. 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did that sore need any treatment? 
A. It did not, sir, if it had been a sore at all, it was to all 

intents and purposes healed when he was brought to the 
hospital; it left a red mark, not a scar, not a cicatrix. 

Q. ls he in your asy 1 um yet ? 

A. He is not ; he escaped from there. 
Q. You have not heard any thing of him since? 
A. Not a word. 
Q. How long is it since he escaped'! 
A. l think in June or July, I am not positive; he was 

with us only about two weeks. 
Q. Was he a real epileptic, or only a feigned one ? 

A. I think it was real, sir. 
Q. About what age was be? 
A. That I can't tell you, sir. 
Q. About what age would you suppose him to be? 
A. Not more than thirty; perhaps not more than twenty-five 
Q. What was the nature of his insanity? 
A. Epileptic insanity; that is, excitement following epi· 

leptic attacks, and he was evidently becoming demented 
following epilepsy. 

Q. Did you ever hear that the authorities of the prison 
thought that he was a sham? 

.A. I think that I heard Dr. Phillips, the physician to the 
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prison, say that he thought he was a malingerer ; I am not 
positive whether he told me or whether I got that from Dr. 
Green's letter, of Elizabeth; my impression is, that Dr. 
Phillips thought at first that he was a malingerer ; that he 
was feigning epilepsy. 

Q. Did you hear sheriff Laverty's evidence in regard to 
that man? 

A. I did, sir ; that was another man, though; this man 
was named Murray. 

Q. When he came to the asylum, you didn't think he 
was a sham? 

A, No, sir; I supposed it was a bona fide case of epileptic 
insanity, and suppose so yet. 

Q. Do you frequently visit the prison? 
A. I have been there twice in my life; once under Gen. 

Mott's regime; once when Dr. Bodine was visiting physician. 
Q. Did you ever see any cruel punishment perpetrated 

upon prisoners there ? 
A. No, sir; I never was in the cells, and never was in the 

corridors but once. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. This mark was not in the nature of a scar? 
A. It was not a cicatrix; no, sir. 

By Dr. Phillips-

Q. Did Murray have any epileptic attack after he went to 
the asylum? 

A. He had one that I knew of; I don't know whether 
any more or not. 

Q. I heard be had two? 
A. I only knew of one. 

By the Chairman-

Q. I understand that he would have a fit at such times? 
A. Yes, sir. 

6 



Q. When those fits 'Yore off, would he go around the 
asylum? 

A. Oh, yes. 
Q. He would walk? 
A. Yes, Rir. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. How long did the epileptic fit last when you · saw him 
in it? 

A. I asked the attendant to call me in case he had an 
epileptic seizure, which he did; bow long he had been in 
the attack when I reached him I don't know, but it was 
only a few minutes after I got in the room when the par
oxysm passed off; it passed off in the usual way of epilepsy. 

Q. Did it appear like a severe attack or a mild one? 
A. He had a severe convulsion, sir. 

John B. Bates, a witness subpamaed by order of the Joint 
Committee, bein~ duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman--'--

Q. Please state your name and residence ? 
A. John B. Bates, 26 Lamberton street, Trenton. 
Q. What is your occupation? 
A. I am a machinist. 
Q. Were you ever connected with the State Prison? 
A. Not with the State Prison, but with the company that 

had a contract there. 
Q. With the shoe company? 
A. The shoe company. 
Q. What were you doing there ? 
A. I kept the machinery in repair. 
Q. For the Bay State Company? 
A. T. & D. Phillips & Co. ; it is known by that name. 
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Q. Were you there after Gen. Mott became State Prison 
Keeper? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you with the Bay State Company before that? 
A. No, sir; I worked in there, but I wasn't employed by 

them. 
Q. YOU were never employed by the prison contractors 

until Mr. Phillips got there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you heard the resolution under which we are 

acting read? 
A. No, sir. 

[By direction of the chairman, the clerk read the resolu
tion directing the Joint Committee to investigate the charges 
as above set forth.] 

Q. In taking charge of the machinery you had free access 
to the prison ? 

A. Yes, sir ; to the rooms that T. & D. Phillips occupied. 
Q. In the shoe department? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have access to any other part of the prison? 
A. Only the workshop, any more than going in and out 

of the centre and down the south wing. 
Q. Will you state to the committee what kind of punish

ment you have ever seen there? 
A. Well, I saw what t.hey call the "boot-heel gag," and I 

saw men frequently standing in the centre with something 
over their eyes; I don't know what it was-bags; I should 
judge they were Rand or shot; frequently I have seen them 
come out of the shops with their wrists all marked up; 
where they got their punishment l didn't know, but I saw 
their wrists very much cut. 

Q. Where did you see this "boot-heel gag," as it is 
called? 

A. I have seen it in the workshop and centre both. 
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Q. Was that punishment inflicted on the prisoners in the 
workshop? 

A. lt wasn't until just about the time I left; a few weeks 
before I saw three or four come in with it in their mouth. 

Q. It was not put on them there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did they come in and go to work that way? 
A. They went to their working places; whether they had 

orders to work or not I couldn't say. 
Q. You did not see whether they worked with the gag in 

their mouths or not? 
A. I saw them try to work. 
Q. But they did not succeed 't 
A. rrhey would work all they could ; sometimes they 

would choke and try to spit out; there was a little hole in 
the gag that I saw slobber and stuff come through the cen
tre of the gag. 

Q. How was the gag fastened '? 

.A. With a strap back of their heads, in their mouths and 
round. 

Q. How long have you seen them in the workshops with 
that in their mouths 'f 

A. T never noticed particularly; one man, I think, w3s 
there three-quarters of an hour anyway, perhaps an hour; I 
couldn't say for certain. 

Q. Did they take it out of hiR mouth when you were 
there? 

A. I didn't see them, no ; it was near dinner time that I 
saw him with it in his mouth; he wasn't one of my men : 
the priRoners are put in different shops; this was in the next 
shop to where I worked; I had business in them, and I 
went in to attend to it, and I saw the man standing there 
with the gag in his mouth. 

Q. How long were you in there'! 
A. Maybe three or four minutes; I looked at him and 

walked out; I went in afterwards again, very near noon the · 
last time, and he was there still with the gag in his mouth ; 
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I didn't see him come in, and 1 don't know how long the 
gag was in; it was a little after eleven when I first went in 
and saw him. 

Q. You do not know how long it was in his mouth '! 
A.. No, sir; I just had business in the shop, and went in 

and attended to my business and walked out. 
Q. You didn't go in there again to see .him'! 
A.. I was in there once or· twice a little after eleven, and 

before dinner time again; I think I was getting an order 
for some stuff; I should judge the gag was in his mouth 
three-quarters of an hour. 

Q. You don't know ·when they took it out? 
A.. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see a man come into the shop where 

you were engaged, with a gag in his mouth '! 
A.. I saw one; that was the only time. 
Q. How long was that left in his mouth '! . 

A.. Not a great while; I gave the keeper credit for it; it 
was nearly choking him, and the keeper took it out of his 
mouth; he put it in again, and the prisoner begged to have 
it taken out, and the keeper took it out and didn't put it in 
in my presence again. 

Q. That was two cases where you had seen men in the 
shops with gags in their mouths? 

A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. I suppose when the men choked they took it out'! 
.A. I suppose so. 
Q. Where else did you see it '? 

A.. In the centre, frequently, passing in and out. 
Q. Was that a common occurrence in the centre 1 
.A. Yes, sir; I had business out there sometimes through 

working hours; I would go out for stuff outside and see 
them standing there. 

Q. That is what they call the centre. 
A.. Yes, sir. 
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Q. You don't know how long that gag was left in the 
mouths of those men standing in the centre 'l 

A. No, sir; I just Raw them as I passed out. 
Q. What other bnd of punishment did you see there'? 
A. That's the only kind I ever saw practiced that I know 

of; I beard men halloo; I don't know what punishment 
they were under, or whether it was any; I never saw in the 
dungeon. 

Q. Did you ever see men strung up in the cells by the 
handcuffs? 

A. No, sir; I beard some hallooing in the wing; the dun-
geon was not very far off. 

Q. Were you ever employed in the prison before? . 
A. Not by the companies; no, sir. 
Q. You don't know anything about the punishments that 

prevailed before you went there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How long is it since you left there? 
A. I left in the fore part of January. 
Q. How came you to leave there'! 
A. The boss wanted to cut my wages down, and I told 

him I preferred to go home. 
Q. Did any difficulty ever occur between you and Gen. 

Mott 'l 
A. l believe I was before him once, on one occasion. 
Q. What was that for? 
A. I had in my charge a blacksmith and a machinist
Q. Prisoners 'l 
A. Prisoners, and one of the prisoners asked my black

smith to make him a razor to shave himself with; then be 
came to me and asked me if be should make it, and I told 
him no; afterwards he came again and asked me, and I told 
him to "clear out, don't bother me"; and it appears that a 
daJ or two after that he had the razor ; l didn't k~ow he 
made it, but I was sent for; Mr. Perry told me Gen. Mott 
wanted to see me; I went down, and he asked me if I gave 
the prisoner orders to make that razor, and I told him no, and 
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repeated it just like I told you, and he told me if I ever 
done it again he would lock the doors on me; that was 
when l first went there, and l hadn't read the rules; none 
of the keepers ever read me or showed me any rules. 

Q. The General told you that was against the rules '! 
.A.. I don't remember as he said anything about the rules; 

he told me he would lock the doors on me if I ever done 
it, again. 

Q. There was no difficulty between you and Gen. Mott 
at the time of your leaving 't 

.A.. No, sir; I done it of my own accord ; the firm wanted 
to cut my wages down, and I went out. 

By Mr. Sykes-
Q. At the time you saw the keeper take the gag out of 

the prisoner's mouth, did you hear him make any promise 
to do better ? 

.A.. No, sir; I saw him take one out ; he just went this 
way, [making a gesture of thanks,] and nodded his head; 
thanking him, I suppose; I saw the motions. 

Q. I suppose the prisoners had no right to speak in the 
shop? 

A. They bad a right to speak to the keeper. 

By Mr. Parramore-
Q. Were you emp~oyed in the shop before Gen. Mott 

went to the prison 't 
.A.. No, sir; it was after his appointment I went there. 
Q. Do you know of any one who can give us any in

formation about any cruel punishments that have been in
flicted there ? 

.A.. Well, what do you call cruel punishment? 
Q. This gag, or what they call "stringing a man up " 

by his handcuffs ? 
.A.. I know several can give the same as I gave you; 

seen the marks on their wrists, and seen them gagged. 
Q. But nothing more than what you have told us'! 
.A.. About the same as what I have told you. 

' 
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George W. Brooke, a witness subpoonaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you give your name and place of residence? 
A. George vV. Brooke, No. 22 Decatur street, Trenton. 
[By direction of the chairman, the clerk read the resolu-

tion directing the Joint Committee to investigate the 
charges as above set forth. J 

Q. What is your business? 
A. Shoemaker. 
Q. Did you ever work in the prison? 
A. I did ; in the employ of Phillips & Co., I believe. 
Q. When was that? 
A. When I first went there was the Saturday after 

Christmas. 
Q. That would come pretty near N e'f Year's ? 
.A. I went there :first that afternoon for the purpose of 

looking around, and I went there Monday then and went 
to work. 

Q. Was that last winter? 
A. Yes, sir ; in January or the last of December. 
Q. How long was you there ? 
A. About a week-a trifle over. 
Q. Will you just go on and state to the committee what 

punishments you have seen upon prisoners there ? 
A. Yes, sir; the first punishment that I saw inflicted 

upon any of the prisoners under me, under my control, was 
for finishing " bottoms." The foreman brought me some 
shoes and said they were not up to what they ought to be, 
and he wanted me to report to the keeper, to show the 
shoes to the keeper. 

Q. What position did you hold there ? 
A. Instructor ; I took the shoes after they were " leveled ;" 

I took those shoes to Mr. Cornish, I believe his name was. 
Q. Was he a keeper ? 
A. He was a keeper ; we were to report to the keeper ; 

these two men were sent for by Mr. Cornish ; he told me 
to seJ:ld them down ; they were two " bottom finishers," 
one by the name of Cooper, and I can't recollect the name 
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of the other man ; at the same time I reported one Thomp
son, a " heel-shaver," that had damaged the work with a 
" shaver ;" they went out and returned shortly after, and 
they were gagged ; I did not examine the gag ; one of them 
seemed to be suffering from the effects of it-Cooper ; he 
seemed to be suffering a great deal of pain; I could not say 
how long these gags remained in their mouths, though they 
were instructed to go to work, and they did go to work as 
soon as they could; whenever they wanted anything they 
rapped upon the table ; I went to them and by motions 
and so on I could see what they wanted ; I couldn't say 
how long these gags remained in their mouths ; I was doing 
something with the team ahead, and when I looked 
around the gags were removed from Thompson and the 
two other finishers ; I asked one of the prisoners-in fact, 
I asked two of them-whether they suffered much from 
that sort of punishment ; two of them said they did not 
mind it much ; Cooper said he would rather be strung up 
than have this gag forced into his mouth ; he said it 
seemed to force his tonsils up into his mouth, and he suf
fered very, much from the effects of it ; the next I saw of 
any punishment inflicted upon any man under me, I saw 
one man who had been strung up--on another team; he was 
crying very bitterly ; he seemed to be suffering very much, 
both in mind and physically. 

Q. Where was he strung up? 
A. In the dungeon, I presume ; I didn't see it done ; I 

saw him after it was done. 
Q. How do you know it was done? 
A. Because the instructor told me it had been done ; 

then I had one who was given to me-a "heeler" by the 
name of Rogers, I think ; they traded him to me ; they 
traded him off for another heeler ; there was two long term 
men in my team and they wished to change men with me ; 
they said he was equally as good a heeler as the one I had, 
and they asked my permission to make the change; it was 
put to me as a matter of courtesy, but I thought I had to 
do it anyhow, and 1 made the trade ; the first day I got 
him I found he was a very poor heeler ; he could not put 
on a heel satisfactorily to nie, and he was short- from the 

6 
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first day I had hirri he was rather short in his work; I r~

ported him, and he told me the next day that he had been 
in the dungeon in the night; he commenced with the bad 
work again, and I finally thought I had made him tear off 
a good many of the heels and put them on again, and I 
took them and showed them to the keepers for the inspec
tion of the foreman ; and jn the course of half an hour, it 
may be more, I couldn't say positively, he returned to me 
and , I put him to work ; he showed me his wrists and want
ed me to look at them; he says : "l don't think I can get 
out anything like a clay's work with these wrists;" I told 
him I didn't think he could, hardly. 

Q. ·what was their condition~ 
A. They were very badly cut right there (indicating on 

the right of his wrist) it seemed to me; I didn't get right 
down close, but from a distance about so far (indicatfr1g 
about two feet) it seemed to me that they were cut to the 
very bone there ; there was a deep ridge around both 
wrists ; he said he had been strung up ; I ~aid I was sorry 
it had happened; he says, "You might have knowed I 
would be strung up when you reported me;" I told him 
that the work wa~u't giving satisfaction, and in order to 
hold my situation I should have to report bad work; that 
was the order continually; anything that did not come up 
to a certain team-" No. 1 team.,'' they called it; I was told 
they were all mostly long term men ; they made better 
shoes; they had better facilities and they had better stock, 
and the foreman told me he expected me to get the work 
up to that standard, and I must report them when the 
work was not <lone right ; after he had returned to me he 
put on three heels-the same one every time ; I had a very 
strong sm;picion in my own mind that he was not com
petent; I saw that it was crooked, and I said to him, "Don't 
you see that that is crooked '?" he said he saw it was, but 
he said, "When it is on the jack it seems straight to me ; I 
am left-handed, and I have never been used to tools; this 
seems to be a job that requires a very straight eye; if they 
could give me a job that didn't require a straight eye 
I could do better ;" I says, " That has nothing to do 
with it; this must be put on straight; pull this out -and 
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put it on again ;" I showed him and explained to him ; 
and he · told me that he had never had as much pains 
shown him as I did; it was nearly the same the second time; 
I told him, " If yon don't put on that heel sfrajg11t, 
yon will get into tron ble sure;'' he seemed to he very much 
affected, and he got so nervous that he could not do as we11 
as he could if he had not been frightened ; I told him tq 
try it once more, an<l he put it on again ; and I took the 
heel to the foreman and asked him what was to be done 
with that man; he is not a competent man; he has just 
been punished, for this very same thing, and to the best of 
my judgment the man is not capable of doing his vwrk ; 
that was my judgment-the man couldn't do his work ; he 
said, "YOU take that shoe and report him again;" that was 
his exact words; and I said, "No, sir, I will not report him 
any more;'' he said, " You will ~10t report him again ?'' says 
I, " No, sir ;" " \V ell, you put on your coat ;" I told him I 
could do that very easily, but I woukln't like to do the 
other thing ; so that ended my term in the State Prison ; 
with your permission I would like to state something else 
that occurred while I was there; I had a shoe that was 
damaged ; I had given instructions to the men nnder my 
<'Ontrol that when they found a shoe that was damaged · 
they must show it to me, so that they could be exempteJ 
from punishment in case there was anything said about it. 

Q. Did they punish for everything that you reported ? 
A. I didn't report very often; I put in a sort of a plea 

fur them as often as I conld; I had to report sometimes in 
order to retain my place ; I needed a job, and if l could 
conscientiously keep it I would do it; I was under Mr. La 
Borde ; he was a foreman in that departnient. 

Q. And he required yon to report everything that was 
defective ~ · 

A. That was what he told me; I told him if I <lid I 
woulJ have both teams up there-there all the time, 
because the work wasn't coming right. 

Q. Were they represented to you as good workmen ? 
A. They told me they could do their work ; that was th~ 

.superintendent of that department ; but there was ~ne time 
when Mr. Thompson found a shoe that was cut, I rather 
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1hade a slip, calling one of the prisoners "Mr."-lmt I 
apologise here ; Thompson found a shoe that was cut. 

Q. He was a shoemaker? 
A. A heel-shaver in one of my teams; he found a shoe 

that was cut, and he said, " It was cut before I touched it ;" 
I looked at the shoe and I saw that it was, because the lin
ing was not cut; it had been cut carelessly or accidentally 
before it came there ; Mr. LaBorde was corning up at the • 
time, and I showed him the shoe, and I said, " Here is a 
shoe was damaged before it came here ; will you please put 
your mark on it?" he said, " How the devil do you know ?" 
I told him I did know; he says, "You don't know;" and I 
says, " If I don't I don't know anything;" I passed the shoe 
through, and it made me more careful yet, because I didn't 
want any of the men punished unless they were guilty; and 
I commenced to search the shoes before they touched them, 
and I found several more that were cut. 

Q. Had they been worked on by another gang ? 
A. Yes, sir ; by the laster or leveler, and I took five or 

six shoes that hadn't been touched; my men hadn't had 
them ; I took them to the foreman and wanted him to mark 
them; I felt a little nettled by what he had said before ; 
he says : " Mr. Brooke, I will tell you the reason I spoke 
to you the way I did ; it never does to let a prisoner think 
that you believe they didn't do a thing ; I knew it at a 
glance, but I wouldn't let that prisnner know ; always let 
them think you believe they did it ;" I just repeat this to 
show the feeling there is there with regard to the prisoners. 

Q. Whenever they find a shoe cut they blame the man 
in 'vhose possession it is found? 

A. It don't make any difference ; they want to have this 
1 impression made on you : you are to make them believe 

that you think they did it, even if you know they didn't. 
. Q. Did he want you to report that man ? 

A. No, sir; but he reprimanded me for talking that way 
in front of a prisoner; he said I ought to have acted as if 
that man done it, though I knew he did not. 

Q .. What was his idea in that? 
A. I don't know, unless it was to brutalize men; I don't 

know of any other. 
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Q. Was it so as to get them punished ~ 
A. No ; to keep them down-frightened ; I don't know 

no other way-what else it could be for. 
Q. You never saw any other punis4ment beside this gag~ 
A. No; only the effects of this punishment by stretching. 
Q. Did that come from handcuffs? 
A. They said they were strung up sometimes until the 

ends of their toes barely touched ; when they wished to 
give them a little extra dose they took their shoes off ; I 
don't know of my own knowledge; only what they told 
me. 

Q. Was it a common occurrence that you talked to the 
prisoners about this punishment? 

A. I suppose it was a breach of discipline, but it is pretty 
hard not to talk to them sometimes. 

Q. Was that when you were at work when you tried to 
talk to them ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was that the custom of the prison, that the foreman 

was to talk to the prisoners ? 
A. They had no right to talk to them about anything but 

their work, according to the prison discipline, I believe. 
Q. You left there because you would not report .a man 

for imperfect work ? · 
A. I was discharged ; he told me I should report him, 

and I told him I wouldn't. 
Q. Did you ever have any conversation with General 

Mott? 
.A. No, sir; never had any conversation with him, either 

then or since ; never had exchanged a word with the gen~ 
tleman in my life. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. You spoke of the prisoners being punished f ?r not 
bottoming shoes properly ? 

A. Yes, sir, two for finishing bottoms ; three of them: 
gagged at one time. 

Q. Did they gag them right in your room? 
A. No, sir, they took them out and they were brought" 

back to me gagged. 
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Q. Did they seem to suffer a great deal ~ 
A. Only one of them; the other two didn't care much 

about it. 
Q. How did they behave afterwards; did they do their 

work any better? 
A. They done it better, bnt they didn't do so rnn<>1 of it. 
Q. Could they work with the gag in their mouths ? 
A. They did work. 
Q. Did they work as well as without iU 
A. No, sir; I don't tl1ink they worked quite as well ; 

they was working under difficulties, I should think. 
Q. Did you ever see any men gagged in the centre? 
A. I have passed through the centre ; I don't remern ber 

seeing any gagged there; I have frequently seen them 
standing with their faces to the wall; I didn't pay any a_t
tention to them, and I don't know whether they was gag
ged or not. 

By Mr. Plummer-

. Q. You have seen men that were gagged in the fore
noon resume work in the same day~ 

A. They never stopped work, only when they took them 
out and gagged them and sent them back ; I didn't see 
them remove the gag. 

Q. Did you see _them at work after the gag was removed ~ 
A. Yes, sir, right away afterwards ; I didn't see them 

remove it ; I happened to look up and saw the gag was re
moved; I don't know whether they took them out, and I 
couldn't say that they didn't either ; I saw them one mo
ment with the gag in, and afterwards I saw it had been 
removed. 

Q. After the gag was taken out of the mouth, did they 
appear to be suffering on account of the gag- did they 
seem to be weak ? 

A. Not that I saw ; I saw one that seemed to suffer very 
much; all the evidence of suffering that I saw was that 
there seemed to be a great deal of saliva running from 
their mouth. 
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Thomas B. McKenzie, a witness subprenaed by order of 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give the Secretary your, full name and resi-
dence? 

A. Thomas H. McKenz~e, 49 Centre street, Trenton. 
Q. Are you a practicing physician in Trenton 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you read the resolution under which this Com

mittee is acting ? 
A.. I have heard it read here to-night. 
Q. ·were your ever employed in the prison as a physician ~ 
A. No, sir; it was my duty to visit those who die there, 

as county physician. 
Q. Did you act as coroner, or only as county physician ? 
A. As county physician. 
Q. Under the new law? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have only been acting for a year then- -since last 

·winter? 
A. It is two years I think, now. 
Q. Was it passed in 1876? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. '\Vere you ever called to the prison~ 
A. Yes, I call there when any death occurs. 
Q. Have you been called there ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many times? 
A. I couldn't tell you the umnbcr of times; I presume I 

have been called there over a dozen of times. 
Q. '\Vill you state to this committee any death that 

occurred there by reason of any punishment ? 
A. I couldn't make any statement-I don't know of any 

such thing there. 
Q. Do you know of anything that would justify these 

charges of Dr. Corson on the subject of cruel punish
ments? 

A. No, sir ; I know of no such case whatever. 
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Q. Your being called there merely as county physician 
did not give you thB opportunity of seeing prisoners in the 
act of being punished there? 

A. It did not. 
Q. You never saw any ? 
.A. I never saw any punishments there of any kind. 
Q. What complaint appeared to be the prevalent one of 

which prisoners died? 
A. Most of them died of consumption, or phthisis

lung trouble ; there were three sudden deaths on which we 
made post mortems and found the cause of death to be 
natural, as we supposed. 

Q. About what age were the most of them, in your 
opinion? 

A. They would average about 30, I presume, or 35. 
Q. In these post mortem examinations did you ever find 

marks of any kind upon the body of any prisoner? 
A. I never saw a mark that would awaken suspicion. 
Q. And so you never had any? 
.A. No, sir ; I never had the least suspicion ; no, sir. 
Q. Has it not been rumored, around Trenton, that men 

have died there under suspicious circumstances ? 
A. I have heard a rumor within the last week ; but on 

that man, of whom they speak, we made a post mortem. 
Q. And you found no foundation for the rumor ? 
A. No foundation for the rumor whatever ; the .post 

mortem was made before that time, however ; I was satis
fied, in my own mind, there was no foundation for it. 

Q. Did you ever hear any rumor beside that one about 
men dying there ? 

A. That was the only rumor I ever heard. 
Q. You know Dr. Corson ? 
A. I am acquainted with him. 
Q. Have you ever seen the charges that he has made ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the tmth of those 

charges? 
.A. I don't know anything whatever of them except 

what is acknowledged by the physician himself. 
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Q. Do you know of a prisoner named Snook dying there ? 
A. The prisoner of whom I spoke was named Snook or 

Snooks. 
Q. Did you see him after his death ? 
A. I did. 
Q. What examination did you make of his body ? 
A. I made an examination ; I first viewed him gener

ally ; then I examined his vitals, both the thorax and abdo~ 
men, and found nothing there that would reveal-found no 
cause for his death there ; I therefore opened his head and 
found an effusion in the ventricles-a thickening and 
roughness of the membranes, with congestion of the mem
branes of the brain ; all these going together were, in my 
opinion, sufficient cause for his death. 

Q. That, in your opinion, was the cause of his death. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And not any hurt? 
A. No, sir; I saw no marks about his person that would 

awaken the least suspicion at the time. 
Q. What caused this :fluid in his brain? 
A. I know nothing more than the man must have· 

had some meningitis before ; that is inflammation of the 
membranes of the brain ; I can't account for it, however ; 
it would be utterly impossible to determine what caused it. 

Q. It might be caused by an injury? 
A. Not necessarily ; it is frequently caused by tumors 

(but there were none in this case) and other causes ; inflam
mation might cause it. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Did you hear it intimated that this man's death was 
caused by punishment ? 

A. Yes, sir; I heard it last week; I inquired the cause 
of his death and found the. man was to work the day before, 
and I asked several questions, but none of them would lead 
to any suspicion, consequently I didn't order an inquest ; 
there wasn't the least suspicion in my mind, and conse
quently I didn't order any. 

Q. That, I think, is your duty when you suspect any· 
thing? 

A. Yes, sir. 
1 
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Q. The man had been·ai work the d·aybefore·'f 
A~ I( my memory se<rves· me c·o·rrectly; that wa;s'1the' fact 

I ascertained. 
Q. Did the appearance of the mah show·that 'he· had been 

in good health~ 
A. Yes, sir; a· fine physique, well developed'; looked 

like a mail that enjoyed ·good health. 

Bythe Ohairman-

Q. Is it a common occurrence for · a man in good health 
to die· in that way? 

A~ It is an unc·ornmon occurrence, but ·there wre case's on 
-feford, I believe, similar·to that. 

Q. Where you find a;' man who has been in g0od1 health 
dying so suddenly, is· it -not·a; cas-e suitable for you .to hold 
an inquest? 

A. It is a case for me to find out ; to satisfy myself 
wh~ther he ca1iie to his death · from natural causes · or not; 
I thought I satisfied myself in this case. 

Q. I believe the law determines that if you, being the 
physician, are satisfied yourself, it is rwt necessary to hold 
a'H ·-inquest? 
. 'A; Yes, sir; i£ there is any ground of smipicion-I think 

that is the spirit of the law; I found no g1·ounds for suspi:. 
cion. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. About how long is it since this death occurred ? 
A. It was on the 28th of December, f believe; I think 

that's the date. 

By Senator Plummer

Q. Last December? 
· A; Ye's, sir. 
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Felix .J.llcGuire, a witnes.s snhpamaed by order 0£ the 
,Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman -

Q. Give your full -name and residence. 
A. Felix McGuire, Trenton. 
Q. You oame here in answer to _a subpcena, to ,give e'ri

Jence in relation to this matter which .we npw hiwe bef9re 
ns. 

A. I did, sir. 
Q. Have you heard the resolution under whieh we ;;u~ 

acting read? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
,Q. You are 01w of the keepers in the prison, _a1:e yqu 

not '? 
.4. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been there? 
A. I went there April 17th, 1876. 
Q. Will you be kind enou,gh to state in general what 

JOU know in regard to the government of the prison, 
·whether any cruelties are i}lfiicted upon the prisoners ? 

A. If there's cruelties I know of none; I know of pun
ishments. 

Q. Do you know of any punishments being infiic~eJ 

upon prisoners that have disabled them from labor? 
A .. No, sir. 
Q. Have you heard the testimony of Dr. :McKenzie ? 
A. Yes, sir~ . 
Q. You knew of that case of Snook, who died ip pri,~Qn ? 
A. I knew of a Snoo,k, ::i,nd I knew . he _died. 
Q. About when did he die? 
A. It was right away after Ohristma,s~either the n~xt 

day or the day after; my impression is it was the next _day 
after Uhris.t~11as. 

_Q. Did yo_u have any knpwledge Qf Snook'_s b,ejng 
gagged .tJ1ere? · 

4. _No,,sfr: 
. · /}. P:id _yo_u :-_e:v~~r : h~v_e a,µy J:p.ow:l~qge of J1~s _b~ej:ng 
"stretched ?" 
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A. N~t of my own knowledge; I never have seen it. 
Q. Did you see the man after he died ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything of cruel punishments there, 

as represented in the newspapers ? 
A. I know of different punishments. 
Q. Do you know of any of your own knowledge ? 
A. Yes, sir ; I was marshal of that institution from the 

17th of April, I think, until the 1st of August. 
Q. What punishments have you seen there? 
A. At different times when punishment was ordered by 

Gen. Mott or .Mr. Van Houten, of course, I inflicted it. 
Q. What was that punishment? 
A. There was two different modes ; one was the 

"stretcher" you have all heard talked of; that is a cross
beam in the cell, with an eye-bolt and a chain to it, and the 
man is stretched up in this position (illustrating with hands 
upward). 

Q. Are the feet clear of the floor ? 
A. No, sir; his feet's on the floor. 
Q. How long would a prisoner be kept in that position ? 
A. I never knowed an order longer than twenty minutes 

while I was there; oftener fifteen minutes than twenty. 
Q. Did it seem to be very severe torture? 
A. I wouldn't like to undergo it myself. 
Q. Would it make them squeal? 
A. It would make them halloo ; I don't know as I have 

ever heard anybody squeal; I have heard 'em halloo. 
Q. Who carries out that part of the punishment? 
A. The marshal, sir. 
Q. Is any one allowed to be present ? 
A. I don't know that it is prohibited . 

. Q. Nothing to restrict them? 
·A. No, sir . 
. Q. That punishment ~s inflicted on the unruly? 
A. Yes, sir; supposed to be -bad cases; the other punish-

1nent is an eye-bolt in the floor, with a chain connected with 
it; in about four cases out of five he was fastened down to 
the floor with this chain, while I was marshal, which I do~1't 
consider irny ptiriislnneril at alI. '· 
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Q. Do you know of any men receiving scars or bruises 
from punishment ? 

A. I have seen on the wrists the impression of the hand
cuffs round the wrists when he would be taken down ; I 
never seen no blood on their hands at all ; the impression 
of the handcuffs would be in the flesh. 

By .Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did you ever see the skin broken from the effects of 
it? 

A. No, sir. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Do you know of any prisoner being punished where 
the attendance of a physician was required afterward~ 

A. No, sir. 
Q. While you were marshal there was no punishment 

inflicted, except in your presence ? 
A. While I was there it was done by myself ; I was 

sometimes absent ; Mr. Warner spoke of a punishment 
that I would like to explain ; he speaks of putting them 
up to the wall and using a block and fall to raise them up 
to the wall; there is no such thing in the institution; there 
was a crazy man, by the name of Mike Kane, that the hose 
was used on; that hose was never used in Gen. Mott's time
at all ; and this chain on the side of the wall, it never was 
used in my time; the only two punishments was thiS 
" stretcher," as they call it, and being put down to the 
floor. 

Q. How long were you there in this position 1 
A. As marshal 1 
Q. Yes. 
A. I was there from April 17, 1876, until the-1st of 

August, 1876; since that time I have had charge of the 
cooking department. 

Q. You have not been m~ushal in Gen. Mott's time-.? 
A. Yes, sir; this was under Gen. Mott-April, 1876, to 

August, 1876; that chain on the side of the wall has never 
been used in my knowledge ; it's an old punishment ; the~e 
is one cell with a block and fall connected with the wall ; 
that was in this Mike Kane's cell, a crazy man; it wa~ 
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never used under me; .and he was never put into .jt while 
he was there under Gen. Mott. 

Q. From your knowledge of the government of the 
prison, would it be possible to ascertain the true facts in 
regard to punishment from anybody except the marshal? 
· A. No, sir ; you could hear a great deal and imagine ·::t 

great deal, unless it is an unruly man that takes two or three 
to handle; of course they could tell when they ~ssist hini, 
but as a general thing he does it by himself. 

Q. Have you ever seen any application of alcohol in such 
cases as that of this man who pretended to have a fit? 

A. No, sir ; not for fits. 
Q. Have you seen it applied for any purpose? 
A. Yes, sir ; I see this Friedlander from tT ersey City, 

tested with that test. 
,Q. Is that the only case that yoµ know of ? 
A. The only case that I know of of my own know1eqg.e. 
Q. Did he feel the fire? 
A. I should think he did ; I was called on to bring him 

jn ; the sheriff or two or three of his deputies brought him 
there ; he laid stretched out as straight as could be-a man 
that weighed 215 lbs.; he couldn't .move hand or foot, and 
,couldn't sit; I asked them what was the ma~ter with him, 
.and they said he had the rheumatism ; I took it for gr~nted 
he had, or something else t}Jat was pretty serious, apd J 
.went out to the washhouse and got four colored men and 
carri~d him up to the bath room ; after I came down there 
was another man came with him to the prison that told m~ 
he was shammin.g-playing off ; he knew it to be so ; I 
didn't believe it at the time ; I thought the man coulqn't 
sham as nicely as he did ; Dr. Phillips in a few minqtes 
c~me _down stairs, and I called his attention to it ; ·r tpld 
him that there was a case in the bath roo:µi ; he aske_d mg 

what it was, and I told him ; he told me to see Mr. PhilliP§ 
and P.ave him brought down as soon as I .could, and I done 
s_o ; he _finally was brought do;wn stairs, wh(;lre there w_a,§l a 
me~~mring s,tick, _and th_ese four men tried to hold hhn u_p 
_to g~t his height, but they couldn't beg.in to stretch him 
·out; then _pr. Phi~lips stuck a pip. in his leg, an9- ~ther~~ 

~~s -~onsidera:b.\eJife !n hi:g:i; .P!'· -~bJllips w~n,t __ out _anj;l 
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went over and took down the man's pantaloons-; Dr. 
Riley put ·the alcohol on his leg just about· thew (indi
cating) ; he had a small little vial, and spilled some on his 
leg, and he danced round there considerable ; he had a· 
good deal of life then. 

Q. Did he get up ? 
A. I can't say that he did, the first application ; but there 

was another little dose then. 
Q. Did he get on his feet ? 
A. Well, no, sir; yes; he must have got on his feet, tao; 

beca11se· he was taken up in his dungeon, and inside of · an 
hour from the time he first entered the prison he stood up 
as straight under that measuring stick as I do. 

Q. The application benefited him, then ? 
A. Yes, sir ; he says so himself ; he says he is cured ; he 

said so a-Monday. 
Q. Did you see him again before he was taken to his 

ceH? 
A. No, sir ; that man never laid in his cell for a month ; 

he· was sent to the prison for eighteen months, I think ; he 
might have laid in that cell a month simply because they 
had no work for him ; but I don't think he ever lost an 
hour till last .Monday, when he went out; he staid his 
time out, and I think he got his good conduct time. 

Q. The use of the hose has been spoken of ; was that 
tried on the men occasionally ? 

A. Yes, sir ; it was done three times to my knowledge
! done it myself. 

Q. Were there any serious results from it '? 

A. No, sir ; I think the results were good ; I went to the 
cell in a few days after that man came ; it was in the most 
filthy condition; he had blown his nose over everything ; 
there was filth on the wall, on the floor and on the ceiling; 
it was the most filthy place that I ever was into ; I thought 
the best way to clean it out was to put the hose on it ; of 
course, he was washed as well as the cell; he needed it ; 
and he was washed thoroughly, and so was the cell. · 

Q. What time of the year was that ? 
A. It was in the latter part of April. 



Q. Was it not cold ? 
A. No, sir ; it wasn't cold at all. 

By Mr. Sykes-
Q. The water was of the usual temperature, I suppose; 

it was not icy water ? 
A. No, sir ; it was spring water right from the pipes. 
Q. Would you consider that cruel treatment ? 
A. No, sir ; I did not. 
Q. What effect had that on him ? 
}..._. It had the effect to make him clean. 
Q. Did he stay so ? 
A. He did for a week or ten days at a time ; then he 

commenced it again, and the hose was put on him again. 
Q. How often ? 
A. Three times, I think, before he went to the asylum. 
Q. ·He was crazy, was he not~ 
A. People in Newark don't say so now. 
Q. Is he in the asylum still? 
A. He escaped from the asylum, and he is now in New

ark. 
Q. Did they use that cold water bath on any except those 

that got their cells in that condition ? 
A. No, sir; never to my knowledge, except those cases. 
Q. Those three cases were all on the same man ·~ 

A. Yes, sir. 
By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Were you in the prison when this man Snook died ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see him die ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Had you seen him the day before ~ 
A. No, sir ; I don't know that I have ; I don't know 

that I ev.er seen him in weeks before. 
Q. Did you see him after he died ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see him shortly before he died ? 
.A. No, sir ; not to my knowledge. 
Q. There has been something said about the " boot-heel 

gag ;" have you seen that applied ? 
.A. Yes, sir ; I applied it n1ys~lf. 
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Q. Is that a common application ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have be~n in other prisons? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Rave you seen similar treatment in other prisons ? 
A. I have seen their mode of treatment, but I never seen 

a prisoner there undergoing punishment. 
Q. Is this "boot-heel gag" an effectual punishment? 
A. 0, no, sir; you'll see the same men half-a-dozen times 

in a week ; it's generally applied for talking. 
Q. Is that the punishment you generally administer 

when men are caught talking at their work? 
A. Yes, siJ; ; they know it is against the rules, and they 

are reported for talking in the shops. 
Q. You have applied that punishment yourself? 
.A. Yes, sir; and for looking around they are generally 

blindfolded. · 
Q. To your knowledge this man Snook was not punished 

by you or by your orders ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Not at any time ? 
A. No, sir ; not of my own knowledge. 
Q. Were you marshal when he died ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who was marshal then ? 
A. Mr. Perry. 
Q. Were you ever in the prison under any other keeper 

beside General Mott ? 
A. Yes, sir ; I was under Mr. Stoll. 
Q. Was the punishment under him similar to what it is 

now? 
A. This boot-heel gag they use now wasn't used ; and I 

don't know whether this stretcher was used ; they had the 
chain to the wall-standing the man up to the wall, where 
he would lay there for a day or two at a time; and they 
had an eye-bolt in the floor, where he was chained down to. 

Q. When General Mott came you moved it from the 
wall? 

A. No, sir ; it is just there the same as it always was ; 
8 



and this same mode of punishment was there when Mr. 
Wilson was there. 

Q. You adopt the same mode of puni«;hment ? 
.A. No, sir; I never knowed it to be used. 
Q. What difference is there between the punishment 

under General Mott and that under Mr. Stoll, beside this 
gag? 

.A. This stretching up in the middle of the floor. 
Q. That is, in the centre of the cell . 
.A. Yes, sir. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. This stretcher was not used except in bad cases ? 
.A. Yes, sir ; supposed to be bad cases. 
Q. That ·was the last resort ? 
A. I suppose it was so considered by those who ordered 

the punishment. 
Q. Who ordered the punishment beside Gen. Mott ? 
A. The underkeeper ; in the absence of Gen. Mott it is 

ordered by Mr. Vail Houten. 
Q. Who 'carries out those orders~ 
.A. It is the marshal's duty to do as he is instructed; for 

instance, General Mott orders me to put a man . up for 
twenty minutes ; the marshal has no right to punish with
out orders. 

Q. You say you have been in other prisons; how does 
the punishment in the New Jersey State Prison compare 
with that in the prisons 'of other states 1 

.A. I think they have some things in other prisons that 
could be very usefully applied here ; the " paddle " has 
been spoken of ; there is no such thing used here, and they 
do use it -in other prisons. 

Q. What other prison have you been in? 
.A. I have been in the .Albany prison? 
Q. Is the punishment practiced there the same as here? 
.A. I don't know anything about it, but it is said to be 

far worse. 
, Q. Our prison is not supposed to be the worst in the 
world? 

A. No, sir ; it is not. 
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Anthony K Perry, a witness, subpoonaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your name and residence? 
A. A. K. Perry, Trenton, N. J. 
Q. Are you employed in the State Prison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What position do you hold there? 
A. The position of marshal at present. 
Q. How long have you been marshal there? 
A. I relieved Mr. McGuire last August a year. 
Q. How long have you been in the prison? 
A. Since 1871. 
Q. Previous to Gen. Mott's time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What position did you hold before you became mar 

shal? 
A. Shop-keeper. 
Q. As marshal of the prison, does it come under your 

duty to administer the punishment? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From whom do you get your orders for that? 
A. From Gen. Mott. 
Q. Have you inflicted. any punishments without orders 

from Gen. Mott? 
A. I never have yet. 
Q. When Gen. Mott is away, how do you get orders to 

administer punishment'? 
A. He generally leaves bis under-keeper, Mr. Van Hou

ten, in charge when he is awa,Y, and I receive orders from 
him generally. 

Q. Will you just state to the committee what different 
kinds of punishments are administered ~n the prison? 

A. Well, we have what the papers term the" stretcher," 
and the "gag." and the "eye bolt" in the floor, attached to 
which is a chain .two or three feet long~ 
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Q. You have read the charges made by Dr. Corson, I 

suppose? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He says there that you use the "paddle"; did yon 

ever use the paddle ? 
A. I never seen such a thing or knew, to my knowledge, 

that it was used there; ram positive it never has been used 
since I have been there-since '71. 

Q. The gag is a common punishment there ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is the purpose for which you use the gag? 
A. Well, for convicts who refuse to obey and persist in 

talking. 
Q. Talking in the workshop or in the cells 1 
A. Talking in the workshop or in the gang going to and 

from work, and for hallooing. 
Q. Is it used for men talking in their cells'! 
.A. No, sir; except in those open cells, talking between 

one and the other; it has been used in a few cases; that is 
against the rules; it is not against the rules only where 
they are congregated together. 

Q. What do you use the stretcher for? 
.A. When all other means fail. 
Q. You try other means first ? 
A. Always, sir. 
Q. If a man has been gagged two or three times and does 

not behave himself, do you use the stretcher? 
.A. They have been used in that way two or three times, 

but the gag generally answers the purpose; we never use 
the stretcher for the first offence of any kind; in fact I don't 
know that they are punished at all for the first offence. 

Q. From the charges of Dr. Corson, and from newspaper 
reports, this is said to be a. very cruel punishment ; are you 
the judge of how long a man should be hung. up? 

A. No, sir; before the man is sent there I have instruc
tions bow long to keep him there ; and his condition 1s 
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taken into consideration, the appearance of the man, &c., 
and the relation of the punishment to the offence. 

Q. You are not allowed to be the judge of the severity of 
the punishment, or of the length of time the man would en
dure it? 

A. No, sir ; not at all. 
Q. You would keep a man up as long as you were ordered 

to, even if the man should die? 
.A. No, sir; I am directed to watch him; what I mean to 

say is, that I don't state the time for which he shall be pun
ished. 

Q. Some men can endure it longer than others? 
A. Yes, sir ; I am well aware of that. 
Q. The keeper takes that into consideration? 
.A. I presume he does always. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. When you find that a man is not standing the punish-
ment well, do you exercise any discretion about it? 

A. I would certainly exercise my own judgment. 
Q. Have you ever exercised it? 
A. Yes, sir; but seldom have occasion to; I have, I 

believe, on one or two occasions, but they are very rare oc
currences. 

By the Chairman-

Q. How long are prisoners generally left in the stretcher? 
.A. From ten and fifteen to twenty minutes ; the average 

certainly wouldn't reach over twenty minutes; probably not 
over fifteen; in one or two cases it has almost doubled that; 
in one or two cases-two cases, I think-I have seen it ad
ministered for two or three hours. 

Q. This prison here ? 
A. Yes, sir; perhaps longer than that; to my own per

sonal knowledge, it was administered in one case over three 
hours. 

Q. Who was keeper then ? 
.A. Mr. Wilson. 
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Q. Could an ordinary man stand it for two or three hours? 
A. It appears they had to stand it, and they did stand it, 

and I never heard of any serious results. 

Q. You have never heard of any serious results produced 
by that punishment, on any prisoner? 

A. No, sir ; I never knew one of them to receive a scar 
that caused the least flow of blood. 

Q. Did you ever see the skin broken by the handcuffs ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Is this a very effectual remedy? 
A. In the majority of cases it seems to be; in some it 

doesn't; in some they seem to gloat at the idea of its being 
tried on them; it is a matter of prison notoriety that they do. 

Q. What remedy do you adopt in that case? 
A. That is the last remedy. 
Q. Then you have to repeat the dose? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are there some prisoners who seek notoriety by the . 

number of times they can stand it? 
A. There are in some cases, especially among some of the 

negroes. 
Q. Did you ever see the hose put upon a naked man? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In more than one case ? 
A. I never seen it under the administration of Gen. Mott ; 

I believe not, if my memory serves me; but I did under 
previous administrations see it used once or twice, under 
Mr. Wilson only ; I don't think I was present at the time; 
I think I ~;aw the hose at the cell; on one occasion I was on 
relief between nine and ten o'clock in :the morning, and seen 

this hose used. 
Q. Was the gag used under Mr. Wilson? 
A. Not to my know ledge, although they had gags worse 

than the ones we have got at the present time, according to 

my belief. 
Q. From what you have seen of the punishments under 

Mr. Wilson and Gen. Mott, respectively, do you consider 
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the punishment under Gen. Mott severer than it was under 
Mr. Wilson? • A. Not by any means so severe. 

Q. Of the two administrations, you consider Gen. Mott's 
preferable as regards punishments to that of Mr. Wilson? 

A. I consider his mode of management and his mode of 
punishment combined, as conducive to better discipline. 

Q. In your judgment, there is better discipline now than 
there was under Mr. Wilson? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you there when this man Snook died? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long previous to his death had you punished 

him 'l 
A. I forget the exact days ; he was punished altogether, 

dungeon punishment, three times. 
Q. While you were there 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember how long he was punished each 

time? 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. Do you know when he was punished the last time'! 
A. That was when he died. 
Q. He died in the dungeon'! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long had he been in there ? 

A. I should judge from twelve to fourteen minutes; I 
have got the record; it was about fourteen minutes. 

Q. Did the appearance of the man indicate that there was 
anything the matter with him'? 

A. He hadn't been· acting right all night; he had been 
carrying on and was reported by two of the night keepers, 
and he was carrying on the next morning ; he was turned 
over to me at twenty-five minutes to 7, and I was ordered 
to put him up; I went down and gagged him, and hand· 
cuffed him, and took him to the dungeon, and then took 
the gag out of his mouth; I was ordered to suspend him for 
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twenty minutes, and I put him up; I was there three times 
while be was hanging there. 

Q. He was Rtretched up in the dungeon on this stretcher'! 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. With the gag in bis mouth'! 
.A. No, sir; be was merely gagged to prevent him from 

exciting and annoying the prisoners while going to and fro. 
Q. Is it a frequent occurrence to stretch a man up in the 

dungeon? 
.A. Yes, sir, where other means fail 
Q. Sometimes you merely put a man rn the dungeon, 

and at other times you stretch him up in the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Putting him in the dungeon and stretching him up is 

the mode of punishment that you call your la~t resort'! 
A. Then we have no more effectual remedy. 
Q. How long were you ordered to stretch this man up 

there? 
A. Fifteen minutes, if I remember right. 
Q. Could you see him in the meantime ? 
.A. I did ; I was there three different times. 
Q. At intervals of five minutes each time? 
..A. Yes, sir; the last time I went there I came to the con-

clusion he was dead, or shamming it. 
Q. You didn't hear any noise'? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Had you heard a noise the other times you were 

there? 
.A. He never made any noise when he was punished, and 

for that reason I thought it prudent to watch him very 
closely; I know he was alive when I was in there the sec
ond time; I went in and viewed him closely. 

Q. He didn't make any noise'! 
.A. Not the last time. 
Q. Did he the first time ? 
.A. No, sir ; he said to me the second time, " Do you 

want to kill me ?" I told him " no ; we wilf treat you with 
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the same consideration as we will any body else, if you 
behave yourself;" I went away again and came back in 
about five minutes; hearing nothing, I came to the conclu
sion that he was either shamming or he was dead; I sup
posed he was dead ; I wasn't positive myself. 

Q. Did you find that he was dead before you took him 
down? 

A. I believe he was; I called the assistant physician, or 
at least notified a gentleman whom I met at the foot of the 
stair-way, and told him what my impression was; he sent 
up the assistant physician immediately, and I and another 
keeper lowered him immediately on the floor ; he hadn't 
been there then fifteen minutes ; after Mr. Riley came the:r:e 
and examined him and pronounced him dead, it was just 
four minutes to seven by his watch, and he said his watch 
was faster than the centre time, and it was by that time I 
put him up at twenty minutes of seven. 

Q. Were his feet resting on the floor before you took him 
down? 

A. Yes, sir ; he was standing on the floor. 
Q. You took the gag out of his mouth before you put 

him up? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You didn't stretch him so that the soles of his feet 

could not touch the floor ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Is that the way you ordinarily stretch prisoners up

letting their feet rest on the floor ? 
A. Yes, sir; we seldom raise them except just so that 

their heels won't touch ; so as to rest on the balls of their 
feet. 

Q. Had this man been at work the day before ? 
.A. Yes, sir ; I believe he was. 
Q. Had he had his breakfast that morning? 
A. That I am not aware of ; I believe he had; I am not 

sure,· though. 
Q. Did this occur in the day time or in the evening? 

D 
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A. In the morning; twenty five minutes to seven. 
Q. Did he complain of being unwell when you took him 

to the dungeon? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When you went back to look at him, after you hung 

him up, did he complain of being unwell? 
A. I believe not; I never heard him make any com

plaints, except of the treatment that he received at the 
county jail, from whence he came. 

Q. Where did he come from ? 
A. From Somerset, I believe. 
Q. Had you ever punished him in the same way before 

that? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
Q. How often? 
A. rrwice before, I believe; I am quite positive of once. 
Q. Did he stand it pretty well? 
A. Yes, sir; be was put in there upwards of twenty 

minutes and never complained, and went out to his work, 
and he improved the next week. 

Q. Do you remember his age '? 
A. 1 do not; I presume about 35. 
Q. Was he a robust, stout man ? 
A. Yes, sir; a fine built fellow. 
Q. Was he in good health when he went there? 
A. As far as I am able to judge. 
Q. Was there any indication of ill health about him that 

morning? 
A. Not to my knowledge; not as far as I learned; I had 

no conversation with him, only in the dungeon, when he 
asked me if I wanted to kill him; althoughjudging from 
his conduct the night previous I judged there was something 
wrong with the fellow. 

Q. What was his conduct when he was at work? 
A. Usually he was uneasy and ungovernable; he would 

work, but he would persist in looking around. 
Q. He was ungovernable in that respect? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had you punished the man on former occasions? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had you punished him the previous day? 
A. No, sir; I believe not, not for several days previous. 
Q. Your record in the prison will show when he was 

punished? 
A. Yes, sir; when he was punished and fo1· how long. 
Q. Do you know whether lie was reported to tbc county 

physician as having died in the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir; I seen. the county physician there and knew 

that the case was reported to ,him. 
Q. \¥ho assisted you to take him down ? 
A. Mr. Robinson. 
Q. Then you laid him on the floor? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did it come within your duty to report the case to the 

county physi,..:ian? 
A. No, sir; I reported to General Mott, and I suppose he 

attended to that part of it. 
Q. How long was this man sentenced for'? 
A. I believe for fifteen years. 
Q. What was his crime? 
A. Rape, I believe, on a child-a young lady-quite a 

girl, I believe. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Do I understand you that it was the second time you 
were in there, when he had been there about ten minutes, 
that he said, " Do you want to kill me? " 

A. Probably from six _to ten minutes. 

Charles M Riley, a witness subprenaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being du{y sworn, testifies as follows: 

/ 
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Examined by the Chairman·-

Q. Just give the secretary your name and residence ? 
A. Charles M. Riley, Trenton. 
Q. Have you heard the resolution under which we are 

acting read ? 
A. I have, sir. 
Q. Your profession is that of a physician? 
A. Well, no, sir; I assist Dr. Phillips there; I have 

charge of the dispensary and hospital. 
Q. You are merely a druggist ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you give us any information in regard to the 

cruel punishment inflicted in the State Prison? 
A. I know of punishments; I know of no cruel punish

ments. 
Q. Do you know of any different mode of punishment 

being inflicted from what has been described here to-night ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you often visited prisoners that were undergo-

ing punishment? 
A. Not very often ; sometimes I have. 
Q. Did you visit this man Snook? 
A. I was called to his cell after he was dead ; I saw him 

laying on the floor and found that he was dead; there was 
no sign of life. 

Q. Did you call Dr. Phillips to have him examined ? 
A. Yes, sir; he was sent for when I was first notified, and 

got there soon afterwards. 
Q. Have you frequently SGen this stretcher punishment? 
A. I have often, yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether men ha;ve been subjected to 

that punishment there for a longer time than men can really 
endure it? 

A. No, sir; they have been furnished under former keep
ers since I have been there, so that they have given out ex
hausted and had to be released. 

Q. Have you ever been called there to see a prisoner that 
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was entirely exhausted by that mode 0£ punishment? 
A. I have in some two or three cases; they had been up 

for hours, tho.ugh. 
Q . . Have you seen any bad effects upon the general health 

of a man resulting from it'! 
A. No, sir ; I never have. 
Q. They generally recover pretty soon, do they ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From what you have seen 0£ this boot-heel gag pun

ishment, do you find, as a physician, that men endure it 
pretty well '? 

A. Yes, sir; they find it unpleasant. 
Q. It doesn't seem to be exhaustive? 
A. It doesn't seem to be at all so, no, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see the hose punishment inflicted'? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How do men seem to be affected by that '? 

A. They don't seem to be affected by it seriously; it 
gives them a shock at first. 

Q. Did you ever know a man to be exhausted under 
that'! 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know how often Snook was put rn the 

stretcher? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. What effect does the stretcher have on a man ? 
.A. Well, I suppose it is painful to them being in that po

sition; it is a strained position, but l never saw any one 
ye.t raised off his feet; their feet were solid on the floor ; 
they would never complain afterwards; they might feel a 
little sore for a few hours. 

Q. You think it i~ not likely that any permanent injury 
would result from it? 

.A. No, sir. 
Q. Is it exhaustive? 
.A. Temporarily so only; they don't show any effeets 

afterward. 
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Q. Were you in the prison previous to General Mott 's 
taking possession of it 'l 

A. Yes, sir; I have been there six years la~t December ; 
I have been there under three keepers. 

Q. Was there any difference in the modes of punishment 

inflicted by former keepers from those used by General 

Mott? 

A. The gag is the on1y difference that I know of, nnd 

that was used in one or two cases before; it has been nsed 

where men were noisy at nights; disturbing others; since 

General Mott came there that is the only different punish

ment I know of. 
Q. D id yon ever know a paddle to be used'? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. The gag is an effectual remedy for those n01sy fel-

lows, is it not 't 
A. It seems to be, yes, sir. 

Q. Is it not a severe punishment? 

A. 'rhe men seem to think it is more a disgrace than any
thing else; because they are stood in the centre and they 
are seen by others; if they are put in the dungeon they are 

out of sight. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Is it a very severe punishment to stretch their hands 
up if they are not raised off their feet? 

A. I don't consider that it is; it is a strained position, 

and a man feels very uncomfortable for a while. 
Q. Is that the most severe puni8bment you have there'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How is this gag made'! 
A. It is layers of leather tapering '(!own; perhaps three 

or four pieces; may be an inch or an inch and a-half wide, 
placed in their mouths, with a strap over that, buckled 
round the neck, and a hole through this leather to breath 

through. 
Q. About what size is that gag? 
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A. I think the lower layer would not be more than an 
inch and a-half, increasing in size as they get-

Q. Does it choke them? , 
A. It can't possibly choke them; it don't enter far 

enough. 
Q. The hole is sufficient for a man to breath through, I 

suppose? 
A. Oh, yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see any bad effects produced on a man's 

throat from that gag? 
A. No, sir ; they have never complained of it; they 

would have been apt to have done so if they had had a sore 
mouth from it. 

Q. You have never heard of its affecting the tonsils? 
A. It wouldn't reach deep enough for that; they can 

breath through that hole in the gag; it is put there for 
breathing, mainly, I suppose. 

Q. When men are ·put in the stretcher, are their feet 
fastened to the floor? 

A. I have seen in one or two caseR the feet fastened by a 
loose chain; not fast to the floor; they could raise it a little 
ways, but it would keep them from climbing up on the 
chain that they are hung up by; we had a case where a 
man climbed up, and when he came down two or three 
1inks caught and it raised him off his feet. 

Q. Is the stretcher always applied in the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now here else ? 
A. Nowhere else. 
Q. The chain is attached to a staple in the floor? 
A. Yes, sir; but it is always loose. 
Q. Would not the application of that stretcher bring on 

paralysis? 
A. I don't know why it should. 
Q. Would not that strain on the limbs be sufficient to 

bring on paralysis.? 
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A_. I should think it would hardly be likely to. 
Q. You are not a regularly graduated physician? 
A. No, sir. 

State Prison Keeper Mott-

Mr. Riley bas said that men had been left in the stretcher 
for hours; I would like him to say whether that bas oc
curred while I have been there. 

Senator Moore-

That was previous to your administration. 

On motion, the Joint Committee then adjourned till Tues
day, Feb. 12th, 1878, at half-past seven o'clock, P. M., at 
the same place. 
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· At which time and place the Joint Committee met pur
suant to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Moore, Hendrickson and Plum
mer, members of the Joint Committee on the part of the 
Senate, ·and Hon. Messrs. Sykes, Rue, Parramore, Pan
coast and Malone, members of the Joint Committee on the 
part of the House. 

Henry . Veghte, a witness subpoonaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows .: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. State your full name and residence. 
A. Henry V eghte, Passaic. 
Q. Have you read the resolution under which we are 

acting? 
A. No, sir. 
[By direction of the chairman the clerk reads the reso-

lution.] 
Q. Were you ever emploied in the State Prison 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What position did you hold ? 
A. I was a watchrn.an under General Mott ; I was guard 

on the wall-day duty. 
Q. How long were you thei·e? 
A. I was there a year and a month, lacking a few days. 
Q. Were you guard all the while you were there ? 
A. Yes, sir; that is, day duty. 
Q. Will you state to this committee what mode of pun-

ishment you saw while you were deputy keeper there? • 
A. I saw different modes. 
Q. Did you ever see this gag ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you see it ? 
A. I saw it in the centre. 
Q. How came you to see it there ~ 
A. Well, I was in the centre at one time--wel1, several 

10 
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ti'mes~and went through the centre, and I saw men stand
ing there with gags in their mouths. 

Q. bid you pass through the centre every day ? 
A. Yes, sir, twice a day. 
Q. How many times a week would you see that ? 
A. Well, I couldn't say as to that; quite often. 
Q. How many have you seen there at a time? 
A. I have seen as high as six. 
Q. Did you ever see that in any other place except the 

centre? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. From the appearance of these men would you think 

they were suffering much under these gags? 
A. Well, they stood with their face to the wall generally 

with the gag in their mouth ; I saw one man with a gag in 
his mouth on the floor. 

Q. Lying down '? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had he fallen down '? 
A. I didn't see him fall ; I wa~m't in the centre at the 

time; I came to the door to come in and this man laid by 
the door on the inside with a gag in his mouth ; before I 
got in the centre the gag was taken out of his mouth. 

Q. Do you know who took the gag out~ 
A. I think Mr. Perry took it out. 
Q. You do not know whether the man fell from exhaus-

tion from the gag being in his mouth? 
A. I didn't see that, sir. 
Q. You don't know anything about that? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You never had that gag tried in your mouth? 

• A. Ye~, sir. 
Q. How does it feel in a man's mouth ? 
A. Well, some of them are larger than others. 
Q. Are there different sizes according to a man's mouth? 
A. Yes, sir; it fills a man's mouth up pretty full. 
Q. How long did you try it? 
A. Not very long. 
Q. Did you suffer very much while it was in ~ 
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A. Well, I put it in ; it would make me open my mouth 
as wide a~ I could get it if I shoved it all the way in ; I 
never buckled H very tight. 

Q. The punishment would then depend a good deal 
upon how tight the gag was buckled ? 

A. If it was put in a man's mouth and buckled pretty 
tight, if it was a large gag, it would fill his mouth up. 

Q. There is a breathing hole in this gag, is there not ?· 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see any other punishment there? 
A. Well, I saw them under punishment. 
Q. Under what kind of punishment ? 
A. I have seen men in the dungeon. 
Q. Were they merely in the dungeon or were they 

strung up there? 
A. I have seen them standing up. 
Q. Were they stretched up ? 
A. Hung up by their arms. 
Q. Pulled up with a pulley ? 
A. I should judge they were ; yes, sir. 
Q. Were their feet tied down? 
A. No, sir; I never saw the feet tied. 
Q. They were standing on the flat of their feet ? 
A. I have seen them pulled up pretty tight. 
Q . . So that they could get their feet up, or were they flat 

on the floor ? 
A. Not flat down. 
Q. So that their toes touched ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How came you to see that ? 
A. I was employed in that hall where the dungeons are 

on Sunday, several Sundays, while I were there. 
Q. What employment did y-0u have there--in that hall ? 
A. I had charge of the hall. 
Q. What do they call that, the dungeon hall, or what? 
A. Well, the dungeons are in the self-same hall 
Q. Did yon op«;:ln the door and !'ee them 1 
A. No, sir ; I could see them ; the door was open when 

I saw them. · 



Q. It was not a dungeon if the door was open. 
A. Well, when they opened it. 
Q. Was the door open all the while when these men 

were undergoing punishment ? 
A. No, sir ; generally closed. 
Q. Did you open it so you could see in ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't have charge of that part~ 
A. I didn't have charge of the dungeon, no, sir; I had 

charge of the hall, and was in the gallery where the dun
geons were. 

Q. Who had charge of the dungeon when the men were 
under punishment ? 

A. Different ones; whoever had the centre ; the centre 
man in the prison had charge of the dungeons, I think. 

Q. Was it not the marshal? 
A. Well, if he was on duty. 
Q. Is it not his duty to attend to punishments ? 
A. He was not on duty every Sunday. 
Q. He was relieved? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And then the centre man did that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you tell how long men have been strung up 

there? 
A. No, sir ; I couldn't tell you. 
Q. Were they generally strung up when they were put 

in the dungeon? 
A. Sometimes they were. 
Q. Sometimes men were put in the dungeon without 

being strung up ? 
A. Yes, sir ; put in loose ; sometimes chained to the floor. 
Q. In what wav chained to the floor ? 
A. They had handcuffs on, and there was a ring in the 

floor, and they would chain them fast to the ring. 
Q. Did you ever help to string up anybody while you 

were in charge of that hall on a Sunday ? 
A. No, sir. 
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self without assistanee ? 

A. Most generally; if it was a pretty hard case he would 
get help from one of the underkeepers? 

Q. While you were in charge there on Sundays, and 
men were strung up there, did you hear a great deal of 
what they call "squealing," around the prison? 

A. Well, I have often heard that; I could hear that 
when I was on guard duty on the wall. 

Q. You could hear that from the dungeons? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Men could not squeal if they had gags in their months ~ 

A. Not very well. 
Q. Did you ever see a man strnng up there with a gag 

fo his mouth? 
A. No~ sir. 
Q. When you saw this man strung up, could the balls of 

his feet touch the floor, or was it just his· toes that touched 
the floor? 

A. I couldn't tell about that exactly; I have seen 'em. 
when they stood on their feet, and I have seen 'em when 
just their toes touched. 

Q. You have seen them so that the balls of their feet 
would not touch- just merely the toe? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the punishment seem to be very severe on these 

men? 
A. Well, on some of them. 
Q. Some would endure it better than others? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was the reason of that ? were some men strung 

up higher than others? 
A. Well, stronger constitutions, I suppose. 
Q. What other punishments did you ever see inflicted 

there? 
A. Well, I don't know ; there were other punishme11ts 

that I didn't see; I suppose I don't know as I saw any 
other. 

Q. Did you ever see the hose turned on anybody? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. Did you ever read Dr. Corson's charge? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have yon ever seen the hose and paddle that were 

mentioned there? 
A. No, sir; I never saw them. 
Q. How came you to leave the prison? 
A. I was discharged by General Mott. 
Q. Did you have any difficulty with General Mott ? 
A. Nothing more than I took a letter out for a prisoner. 
Q. That was the cause of your discharge ? 
A. Yes, sir; that is what he said. 
Q. That was against the rules of the prison, I suppose? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see a prisoner taken down there who 

had been stretched on what they call the "stretcher," in 
the dungeon? 

A. I don't think I did under Mr. Mott. 
Q. You were in the· prison before? 
A. Yes, sir; I have taken them down under other 

keepers . . 
Q. U oder what keeper was that ~ 
A. Mr. Walker. 
Q. Was that mode of punishment adopted by Mr. 

Walker? 
.A. Once in awhile. 
Q. How long were you there with Mr. Walker ? 
A. Three years and five months; no, I am wrong; I 

was under him four years. 
Q. That kind of punishment was in operation there when 

you went with Mr. Walker? 
A. Yes, sir; I think it was when I went with him. 
Q. Did they use the gag then ? 
A. No, sir; I never saw it until I went with Mr. Mott. 
Q. The custom was to chain men down in the dungeon ? 
A. Yes, that was about the punishment-chaining them 

down and keeping 'em on bread and water. 
Q. Did you ever see this gag used under Mr. Walker ? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. You say you think you have seen one man taken 
down while you were with General Mott? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did men that were strung up generally complain 

much on those Sundays that you were there ? 
A. Well, I have heard the~n halloo pretty well. 
Q. You were there under M1·. Walker and General Mott ; 

in your opinion was the severity of the punishment under 
General Mott greater than it was under Mr. Walker? 

A. I think it was, sir. 
Q. It was more severe? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You don't know for what offences men were punished? 

, A. No, sir; I didn't see much of the punishment in the 
day time, when I was on the wall; but I heard a good 
deal. 

Q. You could only hear the noise ? 
A. That is all. 

By Mr. Pancoast. 

Q. Did you ever see a female strung up there? 
A. No, sir, I never saw one SJnrng up there; I saw one 

after she had been strung up. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. Do you know that a female was strung up there? 
A. Only frcmi her own-
Q. Only from what she told you? 
A. Yes, sir; I didn't see it. 
Q. She told you that she had been strt~ng up there? 
A. Yes, sir ; I had charge of the female wing every other 

Sunday for eight months. 
Q. And yon don't know of your own personal knowledge 

of any one being punished in that way while you had 
charge of the female wing except what you heard? 

A. That is all, sir; I didn't see it. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. It has often happened that prisoners have been very 
noisy while being punished? 
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A. Yes, sir; but they make a different kind 6£ noise 
when they are strung up in the dungeon; 

Q. You could tell the difference, could you, whether 
they were under punishment or not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did you ever see any marks on the flesh where the 
handcuffs were on ? · 

A. I did on this woman- on her arms. 
Q. Did she tell you that came from being handcuffed 

and being strung up in the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir. 

' Q. Was the skin broken or was it merely an impression 
in the flesh? 

A. No, sir; it was black and blue- in ridges. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. It came from the handkcuffs ? 
A. Yes, sir; I suppose it did. 

By State PriEion Keeper Mott-

Q. You say I charged you with taking a letter out for a 
con vi ct ; was that true? 
A~ Yes, sir I owned I took it out; I said that was the 

charge against me. 
Q. Was not the charge for taking letters out? 
A. The charge was; but I didn't take any more out. 
Q. Do you know how many letters were taken out ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What position did you occupy in the prison when 

you were there before? did you not have charge of the cook 
house? 

A. I did, sir. 
Q. Were there not charges preferred against you for 

misappropriating meat? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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John W. Crane, a witness subpcenaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you give us your full name and residence? 
A. John W. Crane, Sussex county, N. J. 
Q. Were you ever employed in the State Prison ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When? 
A. From the 17th of April, 1876, to the 14th or 15th of 

January, 1877. 
Q. Not quite a year? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever read or hear read the resolution under 

which we are acting? 
A. I heard it read to Mr. V eghte. 
Q. Then you understand what we are endeavoring to 

investigate ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What position did you hold in the prison? 
A. I was part of the time on the tower, guard on the 

wall- part of the time on night duty. 
Q. Were you a watchman on the tower ? 
A. Yes, sir; guard on the walls. 
Q. You were not guard all the time? 
A. No, sir, about three months, I think. 
Q. What did you do the other part of the time? 
A. On night duty most of the time. 
Q. That is, inside on the watch ? 
A. That is, patrolling inside and outside half an hour 

after 9 o'clock; an hour inside before 9. 
Q. Will you state to the committee what kind of pun

ishment you have seen there ? 
A. I have seen them strung up by the wrists, chained to 

the floor ; that is about all I have seen ; that is to see the 
whole of it. 

Q. Were they strung up by the wrists in the dungeon? 
A. In the dungeon; yes, sir. 
Q. ~ow often did you see that? 

11 
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A. Well, I saw men strung up several times ; I didn't 
see them put up ; I saw them after they were put up. 

Q. How many dungeons are there there? 
A. I don't know that there are more than two; probably 

three ; I don't know exactly ; there are two, anyhow. 
Q. Both of those cells have the stretcher attached to 

them- with the rope ? 
A. No, sir ; I don't think there is but one ; it is a chain. 
Q. Did you ever see more than one man at a time 

stretched up in those dungeons? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was that a very common occurrence to see those men 

stretched up '? 

A. Quite common ; yes, sn·. 
Q. Not every day ? 
A. I didn't see them every day ; no, sir. 
Q. You don't know what crime they were put there for, 

do you? 
A. It was for different things; sometimes for something 

in the shop ; sometimes for other things that they would do 
in the cells. 

Q. It didn't come under your province, I suppose, to 
know anything about that ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever sejj a man strung up there with a gag in 

his mouth? 
A. I never did. 
Q. Did you ever see a man strung up with his feet 

chained down ? 
A. I never did. 
Q. How were those men strung up-so that their toes 

would just touch ? 
A. I have seen them different ways; some with their 

heels clear and some so that they just touched. 
Q. So that their toes would just touch, or would the ball 

of their feet touch ? 
A. The ball of their feet would just touch. 
Q. Did those men suffer very much ? 
A. They seemed to ; yes, sir. 
Q, Did yot1 ever see a mqn after he was let ddW\f.q .'::i) 

lL 
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A. Yes, sir; I have helped to take them down. 
Q. Did they seem very much exhausted ? 
A. In one instance I saw a man that seemed to be very 

much exhausted. 
Q. Have you seen them so that when they were let loose 

they would fall ? 
A. That was one; I took hold of him, and his legs 

seemed to be so tired that he couldn't stand, but I just held 
him a minute and then he recovered and walked to his cell. 

Q. Did you have restoratives that you gave men in such 
cases ? 

A. ' I never did. 
Q. Did you ever know that to be done ? 
A. No, sir; not to my knowledge. 
Q. Did you ever see a man that was gaggeJ when he · 

was stretched np there ? 
A. I never saw a man with a gag in his mouth. 
Q. Did you ever see the gag used in the prison ? 
A. No, sir ; I have seen the gag. 
Q. You have never seen it in a man's mouth? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see this paddle used there as a punish~ 

ment? 
A. Never. 
Q. Did you ever see the hose turned on men there ? 
A. I didn't see the water thrown on men, but I seen the 

hose laid and seen them using it ; .I was on· the tower and 
could see in the window ; I didn't see the water strike the 
man. 

Q. Do you know that there was a man in there ? 
A. It sounded so, the way he hallooed. 
Q. You could see the hose ? 
A. Yes, sir; the hose was attached to the plug at the 

foot of the tower I was on ; it ran in the north hall door. 
Q. Did you hear a man halloo there ? 
A. I did, yes, sir. 
Q. As if he was being punished severely ? 
A. He seemed to be, yes, sir. 
Q. What did he say ? 
.A.. He merely yelled-hallooed as if he was scared or hurt. 
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Q. Did he halloo, "Murder ! you are killing me,'' or 
what? 

A. I don't remember about that ; I couldn't say posi-
tively that he did say that. 

Q. How came you to leave the prison ? 
A. I was discharged by General Mott. 
Q. What for? 
A. Reported for being asleep on night duty. 
Q. Was there any difficulty between you and General 

Mott? 
A. Never, only that, that I know of. 

By, Mr. Pancoast-

Q. Did I understand you to say that you saw prisoners 
stretched up with their feet chained down to the floor ? 

A. No, sir ; I didn't say so. 
Q. Were you ever in any prison before as keeper? 
A. Not as keeper ; no, sir. 
Q. You don't know how General Mott's punishment 

compared with that of any other keeper ? 
A. Not by my own personal knowledge, I don't. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Your duty was around the tower on night duty ; how 
was it that you could see what was going on in the dungeon ? 

A. I would see it generally nights when I would be sent 
up to take the man down, when it was my duty as a day 
keeper to be on nights. 

Q. That was when you were on the tower ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you not suspended in July, 1876, for derelic

tion of duty ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you told by the centre keeper that ~f you did 

not perform your duty better that he would be obliged to 
report you~ 

A. No, sir. 
Q. And didn't you say that you " didn't care a God 

damn;" that you "had stronger backing than any other 
deputy in the prison?" 

A. I never said so. 
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Orrin Vanderhoven, a witness subpamaed by order of 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chafrman-
Q. Will you please give yonr full name and residence? 
A. Orrin Vanderhoven, Passaic City, N. J: ; residence is 

in Paterson. 
Q. Have you read the resolution under which we are 

acting? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you give the committee any information apper

taining to the subject of that resolution ; were you ever a 
keeper? 

A. No, sir ; I haven't been in the prison since General 
Mott was there. 

Q. Can you give us any information ? 
A. Only from the condition of those who have been 

there, when they came out. 
Q. That is, prisoners that returned from there ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who had been discharged from the prison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who did you see that was discharged ? 
A. I saw a man by the name of Farley, who came from 

our place- a young man about 17 years old ; he was a 
good, strong, healthy man when he went in, and when he 
came out he was a skeleton ; he said his reduction in 
health, his condition, had been brought about by his pun
ishments, and he narrated the effect they produced on 
him ; he was sent to the hospital in our place after he came 
out, and he was there, I think, some three months ; and 
then his sister sent him home to his parents in Ireland ; 
he expressed a wish to go there to die, and she sent him 
there ; he said that his illness was occasioned by this 
stretcher business; he was put in the dungeon, I think he 
said three times ; his ill health, however, he attributed to 
his treatment after his punishment in the stretcher, as well 
as the stretcher punishment itself ; he described the condi
tion of his hands after he had come from the stretcher ; he 
said he had no feeling in his hands £or some days after-

. wards ; they were fearfully swollen. 
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Q. You spoke of his treatment after he was taken out of 
the stretcher, what was that? 

A. He said that resulted from his being placed jnto a cell, 
and neglected when he was in the helpless condition that 
he was from the use of the stretcher. 

Q. He was thrown into a cell and left there? 
A. Yes, sir; there was .another man that I knew about; 

he belonged jn Paterson, I think; he was a box-maker; his 
name was Buttle; I think that was the name he was sent 
down under; he was sick, however, when he came here, 
but this other one was in robust health when he came to 
the prison ; this man, Buttle, I think, had the consumption 
when he came here ; I don't think he was able to do hard 
work. 

Q. You don't know what he was put at when he "\-Vas 
here? 

. A. No, sir; I only know from his condition when he 
came out and his reference to his injllry upon the stretcher; 
he said something happ~ned to his back, and from that 
moment he sunk away; he thought he had wrenched some
thing in his back. 

Mr. Parramore-I must protest against receiving hearsay 
evidence; if the witness cannot tell anything more than 
what he has heard he should not testify. 

vVitness-I was subpcenaed here; I didn't come of my 
own accord ; I was not a voluntary witness. 

Q. You don't know anything positively~ 
A. I never saw anything in the prison, and haven't been 

there since General Mott was there. 

By Sta~e Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. At what time did that Farley come to the prison~ 
A. He came here first under the former keeper ; I think 

he told me he was punished under the former keeper. 
Q. When did he go out ? 
A. I don't remember the exact time. 
Q. Did he come down a second tirne ~ 
A. No., sir; he never was here but once, to my know

ledge; he was only seventeen when he came here. 
Q. How old was he when he got. out~ 

• 
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A. I don't remember how long it is since he got out ; I 
think it is three or four months. 

Q. You don't know how long he was here under the 
former keeper ? 

A. No, sir. 

Henry L. Bittler, a witness snbpamaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you please give your full name and your resi
dence? 

A. Heury L. Butler, Paterson, N. J. 
Q. What is your connection with the New Jersey State 

Pxison? 
A. I occupy the position of State Prison inspector. 
Q. How long have you held that position? 
A. I have been there five years. 
Q. You were there first under Mr. Wilson? 
A. I was there three years under Mr. Wilson. 
Q. You were there before Mr. Wilson, were you not ? 
A. No, sir ; I think I came here the same year-two 

years, I think, General Mott has been here this Spring. 
Q. You have heard this resolution, under which we are 

acting, read? 
A. No, sir ; I have not read it. 
By direction of the chairman the clerk read the resolu

tion. 
Q. How often do you visit the prison ? 
A. I visit the prison always monthly at the stated meet

ings, and occasionally there are special meetings, which are 
seldom. 

Q. You are, then, not one of the acting inspectors who 
visit the prison every week ? 

A. No, sir ; I am secretary of the board. 
Q. Can you tell this committee anything in regard to the 

punishment inflicted there in the prison ? 
A. I cannot, sir ; I never heard of any except outside ; 

not of my own knowledge in the prison. 



88 

Q. The punishment in the prison does not come under 
your jurisdiction ? 

A. No, sir ; I never see it. 
Q. Do you ever see any punjshment inflicted on the 

prisoners while you are there ? 
A. Never, sir. 
Q. You have often been through the prison, have you 

noU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see prisoners with gags in their mouths ? 
A . No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see prisoners strung up there ? 
A. No, sir ; that was done in a cell when that punish

ment was inflicted, I am told; I never saw it. 
Q. When you visit the prison, do you not go through it 

every time you go there ? 
A. Yes, sir, if I have time after my duties as inspector 

are done, I generally walk through the prison. 
Q. It used to be the duty of the inspectors to visit the 

prison, did it not, to go through it, and to furnish supplies, 
&c.? 

A. Not to furnish supplies. 
Q. Well, to make such repairs as is required? 
A. That is what the law says we shall do when our · 

attention is called to it ; we don't do it unless our atten
tion is called to it; our duties are more onerous than they 
were before under the old law; our time is most]y taken 
up with clerical duties in the office. 

Q. Did General Mott ever consult with you upon what 
mode of punishment should be inflicted there ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. You never had any talk with General Mott upon that 

subject? 
.A.. No, sir. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. What is the condition of the prison now as compared 
with its condition in former times ? 

A. Do you mean the sanitary condition or the discipline? 
Q. In every way ? 
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A. I should say the sanitary condition of the prison was 
an improvement upon what it had been. 

Q. Do you know anything about the discipline~ 
.A. The discipline, I think, is very strict; I never hear 

any complaints any more ; I used to hear complaints pre
viously. 

By the Chairman-

. Q. That used to be one of your duties, did it not, to hear 
complaints from prisoners, under the old law ? 

A. We always .went to the centre when sent for by pris
oners who wished to make complaints, and we generally 
went during the noon hour, when the men were in to din
ner ; we always saw them and listened to their complaints, 
and took memoranda, and then went to our office and 
examined into them. 

Q. Had not prisoners the right, under the old law, to 
·make complaints to the inspectors? 

A. I think they had, sir; it was always understood that 
that was their prerogative. 

Q. Do you find under this law that a prisoner has that 
right? 

A. I haven't noticed any change in the law. 
Q. Do you find that prisoners do make complaints to you 

now? 
A. No, sir ; I don't think I have ever been called upon 

since General Mott was in charge of the prison-not to my 
knowledge or recollection. 

Q. How do you account for that ? 
A. I was inclined to attribute it at first to the discipline, 

that it was satisfactory ; they were satisfied with their 
treatment and therefore had no reason to complain ; that 
was the construction I put upon it. 

Q. Did you know a prisoner by the name of Snook that 
was there? 

A. Not personally. 
Q. He never entered a complaint to you ? 
.A. I never heard any. 
Q. Did you know anything about his dying there ? 

21 
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A. Not until I saw the notice of it in the paper-the 
doctor's report called ou~ attention to the man dying. 

Q. Does the doctor report every month ? 
.A. Yes, sir ; he reports the name of every one that dies 

11,nd every one that is sick during the month, and the num
ber unfit for work, and the number that return to work. 

Q. Was there any difference in the report in relation to 
Snook from that in regard to any other man that died there? 

A. That report, I understand, was sent in to the Jan nary 
meeting, from which I was absent in consequence of sick
ness, but I guess that the death was ascribed to natural 
causes-from conversation with other inspectors. 

Q. You have been at meetings since ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And there was nothing said about it ? 
A. I never heard a word of it until I saw it in the paper. 
Q. You did not hear of it at the February meeting? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was it not read from the minutes of the former 

meeting? 
A. The minutes would be read, but the doctor's report 

would not be re-read. 

Jacob G. Van Houten, a witness subpcenaed by order of 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman~ 

Q. \Vill you please give your full name and residence ? 
A. J. G. Van Houten. 
Q. Trenton? 
A. Trenton. 
Q. Are you employed in the prison ? 
A. I am centre keeper. 
Q. How long have you been there ? 
A. I have been there more or less for the last twenty 

years. 
Q~ Have you been under General Mott ever since he has 

been there'? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. What are your duties as centre keeper ? 
A. The duty of the centre keeper is to act in the place 

of the keeper in his absence. 
Q. You have heard this resolution, under which we are 

acting, read ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In case the keeper is out and a man is brought to 

you for punishment, do you adjudge what kind of pnnif;h- · 
ment he shall have, and how long it shall be? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Please state to the committee what kind of punish

ment you used there ? 
A. There is only three kinds of punishment ; one is 

down to the floor ; one is up to the wall ; and one is what 
they call the " stretcher." 

Q. Those are the only three that you use ? 
A. Yes, sir ; of course we use the gag. 
Q. Is the gag a common mode of punishment ? 
A. That is merely in the case of a man that talks in the 

shop-to stop his mouth. 
Q. Do you use it in all cases when a man talks in the 

shop? 
A. Not in all cases. 
Q. What other punishment do you use ~ 
A. Blindfolding. 
Q. Do you blindfold prisoners with a handkerchief ? 
A. We have it made out of cloth to put over their eyes. 
Q. Is that gag a severe punishment ? 
A. No, sir ; I shouldn't think it was. 
Q. Did you ever try it yourself ? 
A. I never tried it; I never have seen any man hurt 

from it. 
Q. Did you ever see any man that lay down exhausted 

from it? 
A. I saw a man once fall down- a man by the name -of 

Friedlander-fall down purposely, I was satisfied; but be 
got up and stood all right afterwards. 

Q. After you took the gag out ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. He merely ~ell down of his own accord 1 
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A. He done it purposely-this man that was burned 
with the alcohol ? 

Q. Was that after he was burned with alcohol ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The same day ? 
A. Oh, no; six or eight months afterwards; it was merely 

for .talking in the shop. 
Q. Were you there when the alcohol was put on that 

man? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What effect did that have on him ? 
A. It made him get up. 
Q. Was he lying down when it was put on him ? 
A. He was brought into the prison and carried up into 

the dressing room, and he made them carry him down to 
the centre again ; he wouldn't stand, and they laid him 
down on the floor and put this on him. 

Q. What did they put that alcohol on him for ? 
A. To make him walk. 
Q. Is that the usual mode of punishment when a man 

• won't walk ? 
A. I never saw but two-where they were shamming; 

this man we were satisfied was shamming. 
Q. What was the other case ? 
A. The other case was a man by the name of Murray; 

we had the idea that he was shamming. 
Q. Was that at the time he was brought there or after

ward? 
A. After he had been there. 
Q. This Friedlander was treated that way when he was 

brought there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long had Murray been there when this test was 

applied to him ? 
A. Maybe a month ; maybe longer, I am not certain. 
Q. Was he long down in the cell? 
A. He laid down in a fit; he was supposed to be pre

tending to have a fit, and that is why, I suppose, it was done. 
Q. Who applied that alcohol ? · 
A. The doctor. 



Q. Doctor Phillips? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see that tried upon any other occasion 

but the two? 
A. Only the two. 
Q. Were these men burned ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did it make a sore ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Was the skin broken so that it left any scar where it 
was burned? 

A. Well, yes ; it left a sore, not much of a scar. 
Q. What did it leave, merely a red spot ? 
A. Well, a red scar the same as burning. 
Q. How large was the place where the alcohol was poured? 
A. I can't be positive about Friedlander's case ; I don't 

recollect ever seeing it afterwards; in Murray's, I suppose, 
as long as may be six inches and about as wide as two :fingers. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. Was it on the thigh or the back ? 
A. Right on the thigh-on the right thigh. 
Q. Did you ever see Murray have a fit after that? 
A. Oh, yes, sir. 
Q. Do you think it had a good effect 1 
A. I think so ; it was done. to find out whether he was 

shamming or not ; Dr. Phillips was satisfied he . was not. 
Q. That he had a real fit? · 
A. Yes, sir ; I suppose he had, the doctor knew better 

about that than I did ; the doctor thought he w~s a-sham
ming. 

Q. What did you think about it ? 
A. I rather thought he was a-shamming. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. You were there when it was applied · to Friedlander ; 
were you satisfied that he was shamming ? 

A. Yes, sir ; and it proved that he was. 
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By the Ohairman-

Q. Friedlander stayed his time out, did he not~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And was discharged a short time ago ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In applying the gag do you find that it makes the 

men sick at their stomachs ? 
A. No, sir; I don't recollect of any. 
Q. Did you never see a man vomit from the effects? 
A; I don't know but that I have-in one case; ·it might 

have been a little bit too long for him; we have gags of 
different sizes-some deeper than others. 

Q. Why is that done ; to make it severer 011 some than 
on others? 

A. No, sir ; some men are deeper through than others. 
[Witness indicates his throat.] 

Q. The idea is to get a good sized one in a man's mouth ? 
A. One to fill a man's mouth up. 
Q. You are familiar with this punishment by the 

stretcher? 
A. I have seen it ; yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever help to administer it ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. It has been done by your orders, however ? 
A. Yes, sir ; by the marshal. 
Q. The marshal does not have the ordering of it? 
A. No, sir; it is done by my order when the keeper is 

away. 
Q. How long do you usually give that punishment ? 
A. From fifteen to twenty minutes. . 
Q. Did you ever know of one for forty minutes? 
A. Yes, sir; I have. 
Q. Who mdered that ? 
A. General Mott. 
Q. Did you ever order one with a gag in a man's mouth ~ 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever know of a man being put in there 

gagged? 
A. In the stretcher? 
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Q. Yon were there when Snook was there ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever order punishment to Snook? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You don't know that the punishment was ordered to 

Snook by the stretcher with the gag in his mouth¥ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were you there when Snook was taken down ? 
A. I saw Snook in the cell when he was down. 
Q. You didn't see him when he was stretched up? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. The gag was out of his mouth when you saw him ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he dead? 
A. I suppose he was; Mr. Riley thought he was dead. 
Q. Did Perry come after you? 
A. General Mott requested me to call Mr. Ril~y. 
Q. What for? 
A. Perry reported that he thought Snook was either 

shamming dead or was really dead: 
Q. Did yon go with Mr. Perry back to the cell? 
A. Not with Perry; I went up after Mr. Perry went up. 
Q. Did General Mott go to the cell? 
A. I don't recollect whether he went in or not. 
Q. When you got there you found that the man was 

dead? 
A. They were feeling his pulse then ; I was only there a 

minute. 
Q. You didn't hear what Mr. Riley said on that point? 
A. I think I heard him say he couldn't feel his pulse. 
Q . . That was after he was taken down ? 
A. He was down when I went in. 
Q. What are your orders when you inflict that kind 

of punishment on a prisoner? Are they that the marshal 
shall visit him? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How often ? 
A, The night man al' a general thing is always in the 
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gallery; or if he is not, Mr. Bergen is. My orders from 
General Mott are that if there is a man put there to see 
him within five or ten minutes; if they are still and there 
is no noise, we sometimes think the man may get loose and 
get on top of the crossbar, which shouldn't be done. 

Q. What do I understand you to mean by the crossbar ? 
A. Where it comes down from the centre. 
Q. From the top of the cell ? 
A. No, sir; pretty well up ; someti1hes a man will get 

loose and climb up on there, and it would be no punishment 
at all. 

Q. You mean to say that he may get hold of the rope 
and pull himself up? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What remedy do you use for that? 
A. We have a little chain fast to the floor. 
Q. So that a man cannot pull himc;elf up ? 
A. So that he can't. 
Q. Is that chain tight ? 
A. Tight to the side of the cell. 
Q. How much leeway will it give a man 1 
A. Well, I suppose, may be two or three inches. 
Q. So that he couldn' t possibly raise himself up over two 

or three inches? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you usually let him stand solid on his feet? 
A. The order is that he shall be left on the balls of his 

feet. 
Q. You never give orders that they shall stretch him up 

so that the toe will merely touch? 
A. No~ sir ; he rests on the ball of the foot ; sometimes 

you will see that a man will be on his toes ; he will get hold 
of the iron above and hold oli to that ; a man looking in 

· would think that he couldn't tonch his feet, but in that case 
the man is getting no punishment unless the chain is to him. 

Q. Do you have that bar so that a man can reach it? 
A. He can reach it if he has quite a long arm·. 
Q. It wonld take a very long-armed man, would it not ? 
A. Oh, no. 



By Mr. Plummer-

Q. D6 these prisoMr8 have haBdeufti; e11 them ynet1 
they are put in the stretehe1· I 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Could a long-armed man reach from the ftoor to that 

erossbar? 
A. Yes, sir ; he can reach up to that some times ; they 

can put one arm up and reach it; I have frequently se&n 
them holding on to this iron where the chain is attaehed. 

Q. How long is that generally below the bar Y 
A. I suppose probably two or three inches . 

.By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Do you ever consult as to what punishment' sho11M 
be inflicted on prisoners ~ 

A. No, sir; when I am in the eentre I am under the 
orders of General Mott. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. How did the punishments under General Mott com· 
pare with those previously administered under formet 
keepers '~ 

A. The punishment under General :Mott was a great 
deal shorter, I think; it is a very extreme case when they 
get over twenty minutes; I have known cases where he 
has punished forty minutes, but that was a case on a man 
who took a long stock knife and went after an instructor; 
and for that General Mott gave him forty minutes, I think. 

Q. What was the charge? 
A. He drew a large stock knife on an instructor in th~ 

shop 
Q. Did you serve under Mr. Wilson ? 
A. No, sir 
Q. Under whom did you serve before Genera:l MotU 
A. Mr. Hennion. 
Q. vVhat was the mmal mode of pnnishment undet 

him? 
A. The same punishment. 
(~. Was this stretcher punishment used more frequel)tly 

· under General Mott than under Mr. Hennion ? · 
13 
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A. No more, I don't think. 
. . Q. Was it administered for about the same offences ? 

A. About the same; all those kind of men run in the 
sa.tne groove. 
·. Q. They didn't use this gag under Mr. Hennion ? 

A. No, sir; not this kind ; I have seen them take a piece 
: of wood and put it in his mouth. 

·ny Mr. Parramore-

Q. Did you see Snook when he was iaken to the cell to 
be punished on the morning of his death 1 

A. I was in the centre when he was brought in the centre 
and I saw General Mott go up and talk with him, but before 
.he · left the centre I was called off in the east wing, and 
when I came back he was gone. 

Q. You didn't see Mr. Perry put the gag in his mouth ? 
A. Mr. Perry, when I was going out, went to him with 

the gag. 
Q. Had he not a difficulty in getting it on ~ 
A. I don't recollect about that ; I recollect his taking 

hold of him, and I passed right out. 
Q. You don't know whether Snook made any resistance 

or not? 
A. I don't think he did ; I think I would have known it 

if he had made any. 
Q. You saw Snook after he was taken down 1 
A. He was down in the cell when I saw him, laying on 

his side. 
Q. Did you notice his face ? 
A. Not particularly. 
Q. Or his mouth? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see any print of the gag? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. No print of the shape of the gag ~ 
A. No, sir ; I wasn't in there over a minute ; he was 

really dead then. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. After they were taken down from the stretcher did 
the marks of the handcuffs show on them? 
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A. Not in all cases; it would very frequently leave a 
red mark; after a while it would pass off. 

Q. Did you ever know the skin to be broken by the 
handcuffs 1 

A. I don't tkink I ever saw the skin broken; I might 
have seen- I don't know but ·what I have- where a man 
had a sore on his hand, 'vhere a cuff might rub and draw 
blood. 

By the Chairman-

Q~ Do you remember how long Snook was in the dun
geon? 

A. I don't know ; it was a very short time, because I 
couldn't believe it when I heard it. 

Q. How long had he been in the prison? 
A. Well, I couldn't say. 
Q. Did you consider him a very bad prisoner ? 
A. He was represented by the sheriff to be a very bad 

man. 
Q. Did yon find him so ? 
A. )Vell, he attempted to be ugly there and the General 

ordered him to be punished ; but I think it was only twice. 
Q. Being centre man, ·he was generally brought to you, 

wasn't he? don't they bring the prisoners to you in the 
:first place? 

A. If the General is away. 
Q. Then they are brought to you? 
A. They frequently bring them to me, and I give writ-

ten reports to the Keeper. 
Q. If he is there he orders the punishment hirnself? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember how many times Snook was pun

ished while he was there? 
A. I don't think he was over twice ; whether it "\vas 

twice or three times I ain't positive. 
Q. You don't remember how often he': \Vas:· on the 

stretcher? 
.. !\.. I don't think he was only twice . 

. Q. He was a man in good health? 
A. A big, stout, ~trong-looking nian. 



Q: Did he do a11y woi·k? 
.A. He worked in the shops eveq da,}'. 
Q. Do you remember whether you or the keeper l>'tdered 

the punishment at the time he died? 
A. General Mott ordered it ; I never punished him. 
Q. General Mott gave the order to you and you t0 the 

riiai•shal ? 
A. General Mott gave the order to the marshal himself; 

when he is in the centre he gives the orders himself. 
Q. Did you ever know of another instance where a pris

~mer died while he was undergoing punishment? 
A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did you ever know of a sudden de~tli ·in the pd~on 
while you were there? 

A. 0, yes; frequently. 

By the Chairrnan-

Q. Did you see a man punished b.y this, hose while ,you 
Were there '? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you present when that was done 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the man complain very much- make .a. great 

deal of noise 1 
A. Well, he hallooed and made a noise. 
Q. Did you ever know this to be doiie more than once 1 
A. I never kne"\v it only on that man. 
Q. Did you ever see this paddle that Dr. Corson spoke 

oH 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You never knew that to be used 1 
A. It never was used there ; I never saw one. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. Is it customary to hold an inquest over a m:;m that 
dies very suddenly? 

.li ... I believe so, if the county physician--; I have 
never known an inquest since we have been 'the·re, more 
than one ; and that I didn't know only from ·what I ·have 
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heard, in the case of a man that was shot in }fr. Wilson's 
time ; that I don't know only from hearsay. 

Q. Did you ever see an inquest held there? 
A. ·No, sir. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Was the putting of the alcohol ou these two men a 
punishment or a medical test ? 

A . .. A. medical test. 
Q. Have you known convicts to feign death in order t0 

be released from punishment ? 
A. I only recollect of one case that came under my own 

observation, and that was when I was centre keeper, when 
·Mr. Hennion was keepei· ; my attention was called to a man 
that they thought was dead or supposed to be dead; I went 
up and looked at him in the dungeon, and called the man 
who was running the hospital, and carried him down in the 
wes.t wing ; and I think they poured water in each eye ; 
and laid him on his back and saw his eyes move; we were 
satisfied he was shamming; he came to all right. 

Q. Did you ever know a man to have a hag of shot 
placed over his eyes ? 

A. Never. 
Q. Have the dungeons been altered in any way since Mr. 

Hennion's time. 
A. Not at all-there was only one, that was in 1866, .and 

I think when General Mott came there there was three. 
Q. Has the chaining to the wall ever been done since I 

have been there, to your knowledge? 
A. I don't think it has. 
Q. When men are chained to the floor a11d kept there 

oYer a day, what are the orders? 
A. The order is to let a man have-to unloose him and 

let him have a chance to go back to the water closet. 
Q. When the hose was turned into that cell was it for 

the purpose of punishment or to clean the cell ? 
A. To clean the cell ; to clean the man who would throw 

his filth all over the cell and over himself. 

Q. Has it ever been used as a punishment since I have 
been there~ 

A. Never, sir. 

/ 
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13y the Ohairman-

Q. Was the man crazy ~ 
A. He was supposed to be ; he was taken to the asylum 

and got away afterwards? 
Q. Is it the custom, where you suppose men to be crazy, 

to gag them and to leave the gag in their mouths over 
night? 

A. I never heard of a case of that kind. 
Q. Did you ever know of a case where a crazy man wa! 

left over night, or put in during the night, with a gag in 
his mouth? 

A. No, sir. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

. Q. How long have you ever known a man to be kept in 
a dungeon? 

A. I have known men to be kept there four or five days. 
Q. Were they kept so that they could not use the water 

closet ? 
A. Yes, sir ; they were kept there in their filth. 
Q. Who was that under? 
A. Stoll was keeper. 
Q. \Vere you there under Robinson ~ 

A. No, sir. 
Q. The order is now to let such prisoners out ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. After twenty-four hours they are taken out and then 
put back again? 

A. He is let out in the middle of the day and in the 
morning. 

Q. What is the longest punishment by chaining down to 
the floor that you have known under General Mott ? 

A. I have never known more than five or six days. 
Q. Is the stretcher used in that time in the dungeon ~ 
A. I recollect in one case the stretcher was used. 
Q. Every day ? 
A. Every day or two. 



Q. During the five or Bix days that he was in the dun
geon? 

A. I can't say about that- that I don't know only from 
hearsay. 

Q. That the marshal, I suppose, would know ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

George B . .Jfurphy, a witness subprenaed by order of 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Ohairman

Q. Please give your name? 
A. George B. Murphy. 
Q. And your residence ? 
A. Trenton. 
Q. Have yon heard the resolution under which we are 

acting read ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What position do you hold in the prison? 
A. Shopkeeper; when I first went there I used to be in 

the wing. 
Q. That is, you had charge of the cells, I suppose? 
A. Yes, sir; on one side. 
Q. As shopkeeper your dnty is to be in the shop ernry 

day when the men are at work ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You report any talking? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Or any complaints that are made? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. To whom do you report ? 
A. General Mott. 
Q. Do you report direct to General Mott ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon make the report when the men come out at 

noon, or night r 
A. When the men don't do their duty, and so on. 
Q. Do you make it right away, or when the men come 

to dinner, or when they come to be put in their cells? 
A. I make it at any time. 
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Q. Is it' cu~tomary when you see a man talking to report 
it at once? 

A. We don't always do it; no, sir ; we go and talk to 
him for it, and then if he repeats it, we just send him m 

with the report of what he was doing. 
Q. You make a written report and send the man into 

the centre? 
.A. I send him in with another deputy. 
Q. What kind of punishment have you seen practiced 

there? 
A. I have seen punishments such as has been stated her@. 
Q. Such as this gag ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the streteher ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see them set :fire to~ 
A. No, sir. 

· Q. Is it a part of your duty, when called upon by the 
marshal, to help him to administer that punishment 1 

A. No, sir; I don't know how that is; I have never been 
called upon. 

Q. Were yon ever called upon by the marshal to admin-
ister punishment to any prisoner there? 

A. No, sir ; I think not. 
Q. By any one? 
A. I once went to the gallery with the marshal. 
Q. What case was that? 
A. It was the case of one of our prisoners. 
Q. How came you to be called upon ? 
A. He was a very bad prisoner- a hard case. 
Q: Was the marshal afraid to go alone ? 
A. I don't know as he was afraid. 
Q. What were you called upon for, did you think 1 
A. I didn't think anything about it. 
Q. You went just because you were ordered. to <lo so 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
(J. What punishment was that { 
A. We strung him up. 
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Q. You helped to string him up! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was that this man Snooks ? · 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Yon never helped to sti;ng this man Snooks up' 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you help to string the other prisoner up? · 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. The marshal did it himself? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon just stood and looked on? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you string him up so that only his toes touched? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you put a gag in his mouth 1 
A. No, sir. 
CJ. Did you ever see a gag put 1n a man's mouth when 

he was in the stretcher 1 
A. I have not. 
Q. w· as the man chaiued down ? 
A. This man~ 
Q. This man that you went np with? 
A. I don't know whether he was or not. 
Q. Were his feet chained down 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There was no chain npon his feet at all? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did the man make any resistance? 
A. He did in the centre; yes, sir. 
Q. When the marshal undertook to take him there! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have to drag him there? 
A. No, sir ; he walked there. 
Q. What kind of resistance did he make 1 
A. He wouldn't allow the marshal to put on the hand- · 

cuffs. 
Q. You assisted him to put them on 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon know how long he was kept there~ 
A. No, sir; I do not. 

14 
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Q. You left as soon a·s he was 8trung up 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see the gag used? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is that a common punishment there? 
A. Well, I don't know much about that; I am not mt'leh 

inside. 
Q. Did you. ever see it used in the shop ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you put it on a man in the shop ther~? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did the keeper come and put it in ? 
A. The marshal. 
Q. You reported to the marshal ; then he c&tne !nd put 

it on? 
A. Yes, sir. 

· Q. Do you consider that a severe punishment ·~ 
A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. Did you ever try it yourselH 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You ~on't know whether it is severe or not, then, do 

you? 
A. I have seen several of them try it. 
Q. Do you find that some men bear ' up tinder this ptih· 

ish1nent better than others? 
A. I don't know how that is; I see very few of them. 
Q. How long have you ever seen a man with that in his 

mouth? 
A. Hung up ? 
Q. No, sir; with this gag in his mouth 9 
A. About half an hour, I think. 
Q. That you have seen in the shop ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see the man that .you helped to gtring up 

ta~en down? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you see Snook wheh he was taken down 1 
A. No, sir; I saw him that morning in centre. 
Q. .After he was dead ~ 
A. 0 no, sir •. 
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Q. Before he was taken up there~ ··· 
A. 1-.-es, sir. ·· 
Q. Did he seem to be in good health then ~-
A. I did not taka particular notice of him; I saw · biuJ. 

standing there as I went out to the ~hop. 
Q. He was sent there for punishment when you saw him · · · 

standing there -~ 

A. I don't know what he was standing there for. · 
Q. Did you see him after he was dead ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You don't know anything about hi& punishment at 

all, then? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. In the course of this gag punishment in the shop~ did 

you ~ver see a case where, after the gag was taken out of 
the man's mouth, the men became very sick from the effects 
of it? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you seen them vomit from the effects of it 1 
A. No, sir. ' 

B,y Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did you ever see the wooden gag applied before th~ 
boot-heel gag was introduced ·? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Is it a common occurrence in a prison to hear men 

hallooing from those dungeons ? 
A. I don't know, sir; I am not much out of the shops·~' 
Q. And you couldn't hear from where you are? 
A. No, sir ; not in the shops. 
Q. You have nothing to say in regard to the mode Of 

punishments when you· report a man, I suppose '? · 
A . ._No, sir. 
Q. You merely report what a man does, to the keeper 1 
A. Yes, sir. 

By State Prison Keeper :Mott-

Q. When you took charge, in what condition did you 
find the cells ? 
A~ Ia a very bad condition. 
Q. · In what" respect ? 
..d.. From filth. 
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Q. How wa~ the bedding 1 
A. In a very bad condition. 
Q. Did you get any information 'when you went there 

in regard to the bedding ever having been aired? 
A. When I first went there ? 
Q. Yes, sir . 
.A. Not till after I was there. 
Q. Did you hear that it had ever been aired t 
A. No, sir; it was not. 
Q. What were the instructions after that~ 
A. To have the bedding aired once every month, and 

the bedsteads cleaned. 
Q. Have you ever seen a man in the ce~tr~ with a bag 

of shot over his eye ? 
A. No~ sir. 
Q. Did you ever hear of it ~ 
A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. You were not much in the centre~ 
A. No sir. 
Q. There might have been one there without your see

ing it? 
A. There might have beell' such~ case. 
Q. You don't know that there was not ? 
A. I never saw a bag of shot or sand there. 

William Watts, a witness subpcenaed by order 0f the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

~xamined by the Ohairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence. 
A. William Watts. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir ; 31 Hanover street. 
Q. vV ere you ever connected with the prison. 
A. Well, I have been working there ; I never was no 

keeper ; I was working there fQr the last thirty-two yeari 
backwards and forwards. 
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Q. Since General :Mott was keeper? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What were you doing there ? 
A. Slate roofing and other work outside ; that is my 

business. 
Q. Have you put on any roofing since General Mott was 

there. 
A. Yes, sfr. 
Q. Did you see any punishment inflicted on prisoners 

while you were , working there ? 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. Do you know anything at all .about the punishments 

there? 
.A. No, sir; when I go there I attend to my business, 

and when I get done I come away; at the time Gaddis Wai 

there, thirty years ago, I used to see them chained down 
and put in the black hole; I haven't seen any punishments 
since. 

Q. Did you ever hear any hallooing 1 
A. Not that I know of. 

Johnson R. Bergen, a witness subpcenaed by order of 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. State your full name and res.idence. 
A. J-ohnson R. Bergen, Trenton. 
Q. Are you connected with the State Prison~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What are your duties? 
A. I hav:e charge of the south gallery. 
Q. As watchman or keeper? 
A. Keeper~ 
Q. Thatjs, you are keeper for that gallery ~ 
A. _ Yes, sir . . 

. Q~ Have you heard this resolution, under which we are 
acting, read 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Are the dungeons in that south gallery 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How many dnngeons have you got there? 
A. Five. 
Q. What is the difference, if any, between tha$ .. 

dungeons in the size of them 1 
A. There is no difference in the size of them. 
Q. Is there any difference in the mode of punishmsnt in 

them? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is the difference ! 
.A. One has chains and pulleys, and one ha$ cha.in.i dQw~ · 

~o the floor. 
Q. Do they all have those ch~in~ 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How many have chains to them 1 
A. Three of them have puller, and three hav~ ch~in~ 

to the floor. 
Q. Three of them have wh~t they call the str~tchQr ~ 
A. Yes, sir ; pulleys. 

~ Q. Two have links to the floor 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. A staple and an eye with a chain to it~ 
A. Yes~ sir. 
Q. Are you a day man or a night man there 1 
A. A day man. 
Q. Was there another man in charge at night? . 
A. Not in the gallery ; no, sir ; nobody detailed there. 
Q. One watchman has charge of a number of galleriei 

at night! 
: A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is the centre man who ha~ charge there so situated 

that he can see down 1 
w. A. He can see down ; yes, sir. 

Q. Were you in the prison before General Mott went 
there? l 

A. No, sir. 
Q. You don't know about any other mode of punishment 

except since you have been there under General MQtt. 
A. No, sir. ' 
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Q. How long have yon been there under Generd Mott. 
A'. Since the Spring of 1876. 
Q. Soon after General Mott went there? 
A. Directly after. 
Q. Have you been keeper ever since General .Mott went 

there~ 

A. I was put extra in the centre. 
Q. That is, you were on duty when the centre man ~'as 

called off? 
A. Yes, sir; I was pnt in different places around there. 
Q. How often were men put in the dungeons; was it an 

every day occurrence ~ 
. A. Most every day. 

Q. Did you ever httve all the dungeons foll-five of them 
it once~ 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How do men generally act when they are etretched 

np there ; do they niake a great deal of noise~ 
A. Some of them do and some don't. 
Q. ls it your duty to look into the dungeons to see how 

they are getting along 1 
A. ·It is my duty to see that the cells are kept clean~ 
Q. With the men under punishment~ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You have no charge of that at all~ 
A. No, sit. 
Q. Who did that ? 
A. The marshal. 
Q. Is he there all the while? 
A. He may probably go out two, or three or five minute~, 

and come back again. 
Q. He goes to the dungeon about every five minutes 

when there is a man on the stretcher 1 
A. Five or ten minutes. 
Q. There is no occasion for that when a man is only 

chained there ~ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Suppose yon have three men stretched up there at 

once; it takei the marshal most of his time then, doei it 
noH 
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A.' Ii is a rare thing that that happens. 
Q. You often have two? 
A. Sometimes two. 
Q. You have had three? 
A. Probably we might; I dorit recollect. 
Q. Did you ever kno\v a man to have a gag in his mouth 

when he was chained up there~ 
A. I never seen that done. 
Q. Did yon see Snook up there? 
A. N@, sir. 
Q. Did you see him when he was put up there' 
A. No, sir; I seen him pass by me. 
Q. Did he have a gag in his mouth 1 
A. Yes, sir; when he passed by. 
Q. Did you ever see any other man taken to the stretcher 

with a gag in his mouth ? 
A. I don't think I did. 
Q. Have you often seen men after they have been take:u 

down from the stretcher ? 
A. Not often-no, sir-my duties are not there. , 
Q. You have occasionally ~een them as you passed back 

and forward? 
A. I pass them, yes, sfr; sometimes a dozen times a day. 
Q. It is your duty to go backward and forward there~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see a man stretched up there on his 

toes, so that they would just touch ? 
A. Not quite as bad as that. 
Q. You have seen them chained down so that they could 

not· get up? 
A. I seen a chain around their ankle. 
Q. They do that on all occasions when they take men 

there? 
A. Not always, 110, sir. 
Q. Did you ever · see Mr. Perry strike a prisoner ther& 

while he was being chained up? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did prisoners go right along with him 1 
A. Genera11y very little trouble. 



113 

Q. Did you e-ver see him have any trouble with a pris
oner? 

A. Only qn one occasion ; that was an insane man ; I 
couldn't say he was insane ; he . was a bad man. 

Q. What was his name ? 
A. His name was Lynch. 
Q. Do you know whether he was sent to the asylum~ 
A. He haCl been to the asylum-yes, sir; and had broken 

out, I think. 
Q. Had broken out and come back? 
A. Yes, sir; I guess he was re-sentenced again. 
Q. Do you know whether he was sent back or not? 
A. He is there yet. 
Q. Is he considered an insane man? 
A. He is considered a very bad man; I know when I 

have charge of him he is a very bad man. 
Q. Do you consider him an insane man? 
A. Well, he is not right ? 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Do you mean to say that he is worse than the average · 
convict? 

A. Oh, yes, sir; he was a very bad man; a dangerous 
man. 

Q. Did you see that man Snook going to the dungeon ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see him after he was taken down ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Perry visit him at any time while 

he was in there ? 
.A. I seen him going backward and forward, once or 

twice ; I did not see him go in, but I suppose he did ? 
Q. Did you hear Snook make any noise there ? 
A. I did not. 
Q. Did you hear Snook ask Perry if he wanted to kill 

him? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did Perry call you as soon as he found Snook was 

dead? t 
A. I think I went down there. 

15 
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' . Q. Did you help to let him down ? 
A. No, ,,ir. 
Q. Had Perry let him down before you got in there ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go in the cell ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had Perry taken the gag out of his mouth ? 
A. There was no gag in his mouth. • 
Q. You found him dead, as you supposed, then ? 
A. I supposed he was. 
Q. You had nothing to do with the reporting of his 

death? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You had nothing to do with him at all, in fact? 
A. Nothing at all. 
Q. Is it a common occurrence to hear prisoners beg to 

be taken out of the stretcher? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Yon have heard it done, though ? 
A. I have, once in a while; yes, sir. 
Q. It is not a common occurrence? 
A. No, sir; very uncommon. 
Q. In your situation you have heard a great deal of what 

they call squealing sometimes? 
A. Yes, sir ; some would ; others do not. 
Q. Some men will stand there without any squealing 

at all? 
' A. Yes, sir. ' 

By ::Mr. Sykes-

Q. What proportion of them do you think there are, 
those that squeal when they are put there-half of them ? , 

A. I suppose those that has got no back-bone much. 
Q. I mean what proportion of a given number generally 

make a noise when they are strung up ? 
A. I could not tell that. 

By ::Mr. Parramore-

Q. Half of them. 
A. Not half of them; no, sir. 

t 
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By the Chairman-

Q. Did you notice any marks on Snook-did you help 
to carry him out of the dungeon? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you notice any marks from the gag ? 
A. I think I did see the marks on his face. 
Q. Did the man look as if he was strangled ? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. You could tell from the appearance of the man 

whether he had been strangled with that gag in his mouth? 
A. I couldn't swear positively about that. 
Q. I want you to give your opinion as to how the man 

looked; did his eyes protrude from his heaJ? 
A. No, sir ; the eyes looked natural. 
Q. All you discovered were the marks where the gag had 

been on him. 
A: Yes, sir; there was a small print around his mouth. 
Q. You never saw him subjected to this alcohol process? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You have never seen such a thing as a paddle used? 
A. No, sir ; we don't use that at all. 
Q. Your duty is to go to the centre every day ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is it a common thing to see men with gags in their 

mouths in the centre ? 
A. Sometimes one or two men there. 
Q. You don't know how severe it i~ on them ? 
A. No, sir ; I couldn't say. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Have you ever been present rn the dungeon when 
the prisoners were stretched there ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you ever present when a prisoner by the name 

of Snook was stretched there ? 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. When you were ca.lled by the marshal ·to go into the 

dungeol with him he was hanging there dead? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't see him when he was hanging there~ 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. You were one of the bearers to help carry him out ~ 
4. I helped to carry him out. 
Q. :Were his eyes opened or closed 1 
A. I think they were partially closed. 
Q. Did he look as though he had been straµgled ? 
.A. I didn't take particular notice of him. · 
Q. His eyes were somewhat open ? 
A. Not much. 
Q. Was his mouth also opened somewh~t ? 
..,4. !{is mouth was closed. 
Q. There were marks on his mouth ? 
A.. Small prints. 
Q. Do you remember what time this was~ 
A. In the morning, somewhere about half past six:. 
Q. Do you know what time he died? 
A. That is the time, I suppose. 
Q. You went there just about the time of hi~ death~ 
A. Yes, . sir. ' 
Q. Was the man hanging up or lyfag down? 
A. Laying down on the floor. 
Q. Was his body warm or cold ? 
A. The body wa~ warm. 
Q. Did you see him the day before ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the man look well and healthy, or did he look 

~~~? -
A. He looked pretty well; he had been complaining, 

though. · 
Q. Do you know that he had any punishment the day 

before 1 
A. The day before 1 no, sir. 
Q. You saw no other marks to indicate that this man's: 

death was brought about by punishment 1 
A. No other marks, no, sir. 
Q. Have you any knowledge that he ever had fits 1 
A. Not as-I know of-no, sir. 
Q. Have you any personal knowledge that he needed 

any ~edical assistance? 
· A. He told me he had the rheumatism one day; that's 
all. 
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Q. Do you know about what time this man was placed 
in the dungeon? 

A. It was about quarter past six, I guess, or maybe half 
past ; I don't know the exact time. 

Q. You don't know how many times he was placed in 
the stretcher from that time to half-past six or seven 
o'clock? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know how man:y times he was punished ? 
A. I could not tell with regard to that. 
Q. Did this man ever complain to you of any se~~ere 

punishment? 
A. Not to me, he didn't. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. About what was his age ? 
A. About thirty-six or thirty-eight, I suppose ; probably 

older, I conldn't tell. 

Gershom M: Howell, a witness subpcenaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Uhairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence? 
A. Gershom M. Howell, Chambersburg . . 
Q. You have heard the resolution under which we are 

acting read ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the prison? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what capacity? 
~. I was deputy keeper in the south hall from the 17th 

of April, 1876, until last July. 
Q. That is a ·year and three months, or something like 

that? 
.fl. Yes, sir. 
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Q. What was your duty there? 
A. I had charge of the prisoners confined in the south 

hall. 
Q. Will you please state to this committ~e what kind of 

punishments you have seen administered to prisoners there? 
JI. I have known men to be punished on what is called 

the stretcher, and by being placed in the dungeon, and by 
mean.s of the gag; the using of the hose I don't consider a 
punishment; it is a sanitary measure, and the alcohol is a 
~st by the physician; I don't call that a punishment. 

Q. Did you see that alcohol punishment? 
JI. I did ; yes, sir. 
Q. That was administered by the physician? 
.II. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVhy do you not consider that a punishment? 
.11. It was not adopted by General Mott, to my knowledge, 

as a punishment in the prison ; those parties were referred 
to the physician for his knowledge in regard to the case. 

Q. You think it was administered by the doctor as a test, 
and not as a punishment? 

A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is it a common occurance to see that gag used? 
A.; That was a common punishment in the centre; yes, 

sir; under the attention of the centre keeper. 
Q. Did it appear to you as a severe punishment? 
.A. No, sir; not when I was there; the gags never ap

peared very large, and my estimate of the p:.i.in was that the 
men were not being very severely punished; I have con
versed with the men in regard to how they felt it as a 
punishment. 

Q. How did they feel with it? 
A. They didn't mind it; although I have no doubt it was 

inconvenient ; it was a punishment, there is no question 
about that; but I don't count it a very severe punishment ; 
1 could stand it myself half an hour very easily. 

Q. Have you ever tried it? 
.11. No, sir. 
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Q. Would you consider the stretcher a severe punish

ment? 
.H. Yes, sir; I would consider it a very severe punish

ment if it is very lengthy. 

Q. How long would you consider it ought to be in order 

to be severe ? 
A. I have been told by prisoners under my charge that 

they were punished three hours at a .time; I should think 
that was severe; I think under General Mott's administra
tion it has been ten or fifteen, and I think the very longest 
ti~e, thirty minutes, a very exaggerated case; the general 
average was about fifteen minutes. 

Q. From your observation would men stand that very 
wen'? 

A. They stood the punishment generally without its be
ing, in my estimation, very cruel. 

Q. Did you ever see a man being taken down after this 
punishment? 

A. I have; yes, sir. 
Q. Did he seem to be weakened by it? 
A. No, sir; only in the instance where the man was p~n

ished thirty minjjltes. 
Q. How was he when he was taken down'? 
A. Well, he must have been a little weak; he was all 

right when I had a conversation with him about it. 

Q. Was there a dungeon in the ball where you had 
charge? 

of. 
A. Yes, sir ; in the galle1y over the hall that I had charge 

Q. The same hall of which Bergen now. has charge? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. There are :five dungeons now: I think you said? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you seen them all full at one time? 
A. I can't say that I ever did, although they might have 

been. 
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Q. You were not there when Snook was punished? 
A. No, sir; I left in July. 
Q. The other mo<le of punishment. there was chaining 

down? · 
A. Yes, sir; chaining to the ring in the wall about si;x 

inches from the floor. 
Q. Did you ever know of a man being in that dungeon 

for a. number of days and being punished every day on that 
stretcher? 

A. No, sir; I never did. 
Q. Did you ever know of a man being punished ev~ry 

day in that stretcher? 
A. I never knew of a man being punished more than 

once in one day. 
Q. ·well, was it used the next day 't 
A. I have no recollection of any one being punished the 

next day; successively, although they might have been. 
Q. How long have you known a man to be in that dun

geon, to your memory ? 
A. Well, sir, men were turned in there sometimes with 

only their bands fastened; I don 't know, they might have 
been in all day, sometimes all night; sometimes they are 
put in there and left all night, and simply chained to the 
ring near the floor, or sometimes loose with their bands 
handcuffe<l, and left there till morning. 

Q. You do not know of any man being left in those dnn
geons more than one day, to your recollection? 

A . . No, sir; I do not. 
Q. Did the men complain a great deal that were st.retched 

i:p there 1 
A. I can't say that I ever heard any complaints from any 

parties stretched up there: 
Q. They did not make any noise? 
A. Yes, sir ; they would make noise. 
Q. Would they ask to be taken down ? 
A. Yes, sir; when the keeper goes there they will proba

bly ask to be taken down, sometimes, and sometimes not. 
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Q. Do they not make a great complaint f severity 'l 
A. It would depend upon the nature of the individual; 

sometimes they will make a long story in regard to their 
better behavior. 

Q .. Sometimes they show game, and do not make any 
complaint at all, I suppose'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As a general thing men complained very much 't 
A. No, sir; I never heard any complaints; only once or 

twice I went to the door and heard them say they desired to 
be taken down and they would do better. 

Q. It was not your duty to go to the door merely because 
you passed by it ? 

A. No, sir; sometimes they would call me from the gal
lery when I would be going by the dungeon door. 

Q. How often did the marshal visit them? 
A. I have no knowledge how often he visited them; I 

have noticed him going back and forth continually; some
times ~ have had Mr. Van Houten, in the marshal's absence, 
come an<l ask me to go up and see that they were all right; 
they were interested t_hat the men should be looked after 
when men were in the stretcher. 

Q. Was it not the duty of the marshal, when a man was 
stretched up, to visit him every four or five minutes, to 
know how he was getting along ? 

A. Sometimes he would ; sometimes he would be absent 
on business-be down town for half an hour; and sometimes 
he would be on business in the shops, and at that time Mr. 
Van Houten would take charge of the matter; I know from 
the fact that he would call me to look after the men. 

Q. Was it a common occurrence, when the marshal was 
called away, to have the men unattended in the stretcher, 
unless the marRhal happened to ask you to attend them ? 

A. No, sir ; l would report to the marshal that the man 
was all right ; when Mr. Perry came in he would attend to 
it; if he had to go out for five or ten minutes, he would 
hunt me up and I would attend to that duty. 

16 
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Q. You didn't look after the men when he was there? 
A. No, sir; I don't suppose there wa~ more than five 

times during all my stay that I was called upon in that 

manner. 
Q. Did you ever see a man taken to that dungeon with a 

gag in his mouth'? 
A. I never did ; no, sir. 
Q. Do you know whether the men were punished in a 

milder form before that kind of punishment was tried? 
A. Before they used the stretcher'? yes, sir; I hanHy 

ever knew a man to be punished for the first offence by 
the stretcher. 

Q. For what offence were men punished by the stretcher 't 
A. For a great many offences; I don't know anything 

abont why they were punished; t.he case stated, where 
thirty minutes was given to a man, was a case where a man 
insulted one of the keepers ; he was called in by the keeper 
and the case reported ; he made some opposition to his 
ha11ucuffs being put on before he gave in, and was taken to 
the dungeon; and when he was stretched up his pockets were 
exnmi ned, and a very sharp shoemaker's knife was found in 
his pocket; the marshal asked him what he had the knife 
for, and he said he was intending to cut a keeper with it; 
it was just in the evening when the keepers were leaving, 
and the case was reported to General Mott, and I was on 
duty; and I was told to let the man hang up thirty minutes, 
and if he didn't holler at the expiration of that time, to visit 
him and let him h~ng until he did. 

Q. Did be halloo at the expiration of thirty miuutes '! 
A. Exactly at half-past 6 o'clock he hollered. 
Q. He didn't halloo in the meantime? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. If he had died there you would have left him there'? 
A. I went to the dungeon three times in that period, and 

the man was all right-alive; and I visited him at the ex
piration of thirty minutes. 
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Q. He had a very correct idea of time 1 
A. Yes, sir; I thought that myself; he was a man of ex

traordinai·y temper, and I suppose. that was the result of 

passion. 

q. I suppose he had no watch with him 'l 
A. No, sir. 

Q. You Jet him down then'? 

A. I did; yes, sir. 

Q. Diel the mnn seem exhausted then'? 

A. No, s ir; he didn't seem nowise exhausted; as I let 

him down l:.e seemed to be a little-well, you might call that 

exhausted; he cou 1dn't stand up at first; I eased him down 

and laid him on the floor, ancl he asked for water, and I got 

hirh a cup of water. 

Q. He sank: down to the floor? 

A. Yes, sir. 

lt. Did you chain him to the wall then'! 

A. Yes, sir; they all laid down when they were chained 

to the wa11, naturally, because the ring was about six inches 

above the floor; that was the only way in which he could 

aet. 

Q. He couldn't get up at all, then, after you chained him 
down? 

A. No~ sir. 
(,J. How long <lid you leave him there? 

A. I can't remember whether he was brought down that 

night about 10 o'clock, or whetb.er he remained there all 

night. 
Q. You don't know whether you tried the stretcher on 

him the next day 'l 

A. No, sir; we did not. 

Q. What did he say to you the next day? 

A. He says, "Mr. Howell, I am no thief; my temper got 

me here twice, and my temper got me here to-night"; I 
says to him, "What did you have that knife here for 't" he 

said, "I intended to do a little whittling in my cell" ; I 

asked him, "\Vhy did you threaten to cut the keeper'?" he 
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says, "I was mad then : I wouldn't have done it"; that was 
the only remark he made. 

Q. Were you ordered to chain that man down after you 
took him out of the stretcher'! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Without any regard to the time that be was to be left 

there'! 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is as far as your orders went-to take the man 
down and chain him and leave him there till some one else 
took charge of him? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You can't say how long he was there before the mar

shal came there and took charge of him'! 
A. The marshal didn't come till the next day; my im

pression is he remained there al1 night; it is a common oc
currence. 

Q. Don't you know what t ime he got out next day? 
A. No, sir; I am very confident he went out and went to 

. work the next day ; but my memory iRn't charged with it; 
l couldn't say whether he did or not. 

Q. You don't really know anything about it-whether he 
went out or not? 

A. No, sir; I very likely did at the time. 
Q. It has not been very long ago, only a year; I should 

think you would remember such an occurence 't 
A. There is a good many rven left in the dungeon all 

night ; this was an extra occasion, so far as the particular 
punishment of thirty minutes in the stretcher was concerned. 

Q. \Vould you not remember more particularly about 
that than you would about a case where a man was left 
there only fiftee1.1 minutes? 

. JI. I should think I ought to remember from the fact that 
I bad to do with him. 

Q. Could a man be taken out of that dungeon without 
your seeing him '! 

.R. Yes, sir; I had charge of the south hall, and at the 
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end of the hall was an office, and any parties might be 

taken out of the dung~on wjtl10ut being seen. 

Q. V\That time did you hear him making the noise, that 
night or next morning'? 

A. I didn't hear him make any noise at all; it was my 
duty at half-past eight to go around and examine all the 

cell doors; I am satisfied the man didn't make any noise at 

all. 

Q. After the time he spoke to you, and to1d you about 
what brought him there, you never heard him make any 
noise? 

.!J. No, sir; there was no reason why he should make 

any noise. 
Q. Do not men ever complain or make a noise after be

ing chained down there? 
.IJ. No, sir; he was not in a pos1t10n to suffer; he was 

chained to the floor and could lay down and go to sleep 

there. 
Q. Certainly a man chained to the floor cannot be in an 

easy position'? 

A. I will swear I went in many a time and found men 
asleep; when chained to the floor, generally the keeper al
ways made it a custom to come in at ten o'clock, and if 
there were men in the dungeon they would be brought 
down; it was the duty of the keeper; I have gone into the 
cell many a time and found men asleep. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. You found them asleep on the bare floor'! 
A. Yes, 8ir; they would probably ·have their shoes under 

their heads. 

By the Chairman-

Q. D!d you not feel any interest in that man undergoing 

that severe pnnishrnent? 

A. I did not after I left him there twice, because I was 

satisfied that he was undergoing no :punishment; I took in-
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terest in all men there; when men wree chained to the ring 
near the floor I would never take any interest i11 them par
ticul:uly, I would consider that it was hardly a punishment; 

if a man was stretched up I would, that is, in the way of 

sympathy ; l had the name of oeing that kind a keeper; 

that was considered one of my defects. 

Q . .. Why did you leave the State Prison'? 
A. I had a better business, and for tl1at reason I left. 

A. You had no cliflicult.y with General Mott at all? 

A. No, sir; I left on the best of feelings with the keeper. 

Jo8epli O'Neil, a witness suhpamaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifi~s as follows : 

By the Chairman- . 

Q. Please give your name and residence? 
A. Joseph O'Neil. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton? 

· A. I do, sir. 
Q. You have heard the resolution, under which we are 

acting, read? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you ever connected with the State Prison? 
A. I have been, sir ; I was there in 1868. 
Q. What time in '68? 
A. In the spring of '68, under Joseph P. Walker. 
Q. Were you ever there under General Mott ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How long were yon there, under Mr. Walker~ 
A. I was there until he died. 
Q. Did you leave then? 
A. No, sir ; I staid under his brothe~, George Walker ; 

his brother filled the vacancy. 
· Q. W.hen did you leave the prison? 

A. Two years in April, just before General Mott came 
there. 

Q. You were not then under General Mott? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. Do you know anything about the punishment under 
General Mott? 

A. Not of my own knowledge. 
Q. Do you know anything about the punishment under 

Mr. Wilson? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You don't know, of your own knowledge, whether it 

was different under General Mott from what it was under 
Mr. Wilson? 

A. Not of my own knowledge. 
Q. What kind of punishment was there under Mr. Wil

son? 
A. I was not directly under Mr. Wilson; I was in the 

shop as instructor under Mr. Howell, I know, and under Mr. 
Walker, and under Mr. Hennion. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. What were the punishments under him ? 
A.. Sometimes the man was turned into the dungeon 

and handcuffed loose, and some were chained to the wall
chains coming down from the wall. 

Q. Did you ever see the stretcher used ? 
A.. In some very extreme cases, except under George 

Walker ; there was no punishment of that kind under him. 

Anthony K. Perry, a witness heretofore examined before 
the Joint Uommittee, being recalled, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Did you receive the order from General Mott to pun-
ish this man Snook ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do yon know what he had done? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What? 
A. Disorderly in the wing at night. 
Q. For making a noise in the wing? 
A. Yes, sir ; cursing and swearing and keeping the pris· 

oners awake at intervals during the night previous. 
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Q. Do you know whether he ever had a gag put in his 
mouth at night for making a noise? 

A. He never did to my know ledge. 
Q. You don't know that he was ever in a cell with a ga~ 

in his mouth~ 
A. He never was to my know ledge. 
Q. Could he very well be without your knowledge? 
A. I think not. 
Q. Can you tell how many times he was punished ? 
A. Four times, I believe. 
Q. Four times with the stretcher ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What was the kind of punishment he received? 
A. Gagged twice and put in the dungeon twice. 
Q. For the first two offences he was gagged? 
A. I dou't know which they were, exactly. 
Q. The first time that you put him in that stretcher, did 

you use the gag also ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever know of any other person being put in 

that stretcher with a gag in his mouth? 
A. There never was to my knowledge. 
Q. The second time that he was punished with the 

stretcher, did you put the gag in his mouth, in the centre? 
A. No, sir; I never put the gag in his mouth but twice. 
Q. When you started to take him to the dungeon the 

second time, did you start with him to the centre with that 
gag in his mouth? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Where did you put that gag in his mouth the second 

time? 
A. I didn't put it in at all the second time, that was the 

last time he was punished. 
Q. When you started to take him to the dungeon, why 

did you put the gag in his mouth? 
A. To keep him quiet while going to the dungeon. 
Q. Did you take him there alone? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He walked :right along with you without any trouble ? 
A. Well, he didn't manifest much trouble or resistance. 
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Q. Did he manifest any ? 
A. Some little; yes, sir ; he di~n't walk along as rapidly 

as I knew he could-as he did before ; he seemed ugly on 
that occasion to some extent. 

Q. Did · you discover any indication . of weakness at that 
time from the severity with which he had been punished? 

A. Not at all, sir. 
Q. Had he been at work all the time he was there ? 
A. As far as I know ; I placed him at work, and I didn't 

know of his being idle at any time. 
Q. Did you place him at work as soon as he came to the 

prison? 
A. I don't know exactly when ; no, sir; I didn't as soon 

as he came in the prison; he may have laid in the cell a 
few days before he went to work. 

Q. Is it cu~tomary to let a man lie in his cell a few days 
before he is put to work? 

A. It depends upon whether we have anything for him 
to do. 

Q. When he was brought there, do you know whether the 
sheriff reported that he was a very bad man? 

A. He didn't say so to me. 
Q. How long after he came there did you discover that 

he was a very bad man and required punishment? 
A. Only a few minutes after he came in. 
Q. How did you discover that ? 
A. From the fact that he was disobedient. 
Q. He had not become conversant with ·your rules? 
A. No, sir ; he imagined he was in the county jail. 
Q. In what way was he disobedient ? 
A. Looking around and talking and calling across the 

centre to one or two officers. 
Q. Then you put the gag on him ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How did you punish him ? 
A. He was reprimanded at that time. 
Q. He was reprimanded by talking to him. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did that do him any good '? 
A. It seemed to have that effect at that time. 

17 



130 

Q. How long was it before you punished hiri:i ~ 
A. I dori't remember exactly_:..;.;_! haven't looked at the 

tMord at all since I was here. 
Q. You couldn't tell that withO'ut looking at the record ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. So far as your obsMvation went, did you find that 

punishment did him any good ? 
A. Well, I think it did. 
Q. Did you try the gag twice before you tl'ied the 

, stretcher ? 
A. I remember using the gag twice; whether it was 

before using the stretcher or not I am unable to say; once 
before, I am quite sure. 

Q. In your punishment with the gag before you used the 
stretcher, did you use all the severity of which those gags 
were capable ? 

A. I never imagined there was any severity about them. 
Q. Did you put the largest gag on and buckle it as tight 

as possible ? 
A. No, sir ; I used one that I thought would answer the 

purpose. 
Q. You buckled it about as tight as yon could buckle it, 

I suppose? 
A. I buckled it to stay there. 
Q. When you took that man to the dungeon the last 

time, did you discover that from the punishment that had 
been inflicted upon him he had run down in physical con
dition at all, 01• was he in just as good health as he always 
was? 

A. He seemed to be, as far as I was enabled to judge. 
Q. You thought he could endure all the punishment you 

gave him? 
A. And a good bit more. 
Q. I think you said that when yon went there the second 

time the man asked you if you were going to kill him ? · 
A. Said he, " Do you want to kill me ?" 
Q. Had he the gag in his mouth then ? 
A. No, sir; I took the gag out before I put him up ; he 

was then elevated some little. 
Q. Was not the gag in his mouth when he died ? 
A. No, sir. 



131 

Q. I thought I understood you to say that he had the gag 
in his mouth when he died ? 

A. No, sir ; I took it out of his mouth before I fastene9-
him with the chain ; I said that on the other occasion. 

Q. You took the gag out of his mouth when you went 
to stretch him up ? 

A. I took it out the very moment he got inside of the 
dungeon, before I raised him at .all; that was as f_ar as I 
was instructed to go. 

Q. Did he say anything when you went there the first 
time? 

A. I don't know whether he said anything; I don't think 
that he said anything the first time. 

Q. What reply did you m_ake when he _asked you if you 
wanted to kill him? 

A. I told him no; we did not wish to :kill him or injure 
him in any way ; that we would treat him with the same 
consideration as anybody else, provided he behaved him
self. 

Q. Did you strike that man in any way? 
A, Never, sir. 
Q. Did you ever ,strike that crazy man, Murray? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you say yon never struck any prisoner ? 
A. I don't say so. 
Q. Did you ever strike a prisoner when you were going 

to stretch him up? 
A. No, sir; I never struck a man in my life with the 

handcuffs on, but only when he res.isted and struck at me. 
Q. Did you report to the county physician that the man 

died under the stretcher ? 
A. I did not. 
Q. Did you not think that was your duty ? 
A. I didn't think it was. 
Q. Did you make it known to any one? 
A. I. did. 
Q. To whom did you make it known? 
A. I made it known to General Mott and Mr. Van 

Houten that he was either 9-ead or shamming ~o; ~h~t I 
hought it was necessary to send Dr. Riley up t_o E'e~. 
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By Mr. Pancoast-
Q. Had you not let him down before you sent for Mr. 

Riley? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you try any experiment on him to see whether 

he was dead? 
A. I did not ; I felt his pulse, and as far as I was able 

to judge he was either dead or shamming. 
Q. Did you satisfy yourself? 
A. I didn't wait to see ; I went and notified the proper 

authorities. 
Q. Mr. Riley came at once? 
A. He did, and the General also. 
Q. Mr. Riley then pronounced him dead? 
A. He said he thought he was ; there was no signs of 

life there, as far as he could observe. 
Q. Were there any restoratives used to bring him to ~ 
A. Not to my knowledge. 
Q. Not while you were there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You were there all the time ? 
A. Yes, sir ; from the time he was first examined by Mr. 

Riley; and when Dr. Phillips came I did not hear what 
he said in regardto him ; I don't know that I did; he was 
taken from there to the hospital or some place else ; he 
wasn't in the centre ; I don't know . what became of him 
after that. 

Q. Were you there when the doctor came? 
A. I don't remember being there when he came ; I 

remember seeing him, though ; I know he was there. 
Q. Was there any report made to the county physician 

that this man died in the stretcher ? 
A. No, sir ; there was no report made by me. 
Q. Was there any report made by any one ? 
A. I was not present when the physician was called ; 

what report was made to him I am not aware of. 

By Senator Plummer-
Q. You are somewhat familiar with the different modes 

of punishment in the State Pd~on? 
A. Somewhat, I believe. 
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Q. You are marshal of the prison, I believe? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there not a standing rule of the governm~nt of the 

prison making you the only person authorized to administer 
the different methods of pnnishment unless otherwise 
ordered by the keeper ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then it would be hardly possible for the other keepers 

to · know anything a.bout the punishment unless they are 
requested to go with you or to be present? 

A. No, sir ; I should think not. 
Q. Were you acquainted with a prisoner by the name of 

Snook? 
A. I knew that person. 
Q. What was his age? 
A. I should judge about thirty-five. 
Q. Was he of stout or spare build ? 
A. He was a stout, square built man. 
Q. Did his general appearance indicate that he was a 

strong, healthy man ? 
A. Yes, sir; to me it did, as if he was a strong, healthy 

man. 
Q. Do you know of his being sickly or frequently in the 

hospital? 
A. He was never there to my knowledge. 
Q. Was he so unruly as to require frequent punishment? 
A. Be was. 
Q. His general health was good? 
A. As far I know ? 
Q. Have you any knowledge of the night when, as it was 

reported, he was so noisy ? 
A. From the reports received on the following morning. 
Q. When was that ? 
A. I believe on the 27th of December, or the 28th; I am 

not positive in regard to the date. 
Q. You being the only proper person to administer th_~ 

punishment, of · course you have knowledge of what kind 
of punishment was administered to this man ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he gagged, t0 your knowledge, on that night ~ 
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A. Not to my knowledge. 
Q. Or between that time and the next morning? 
A. Not until I done it. 
Q. I thought your testimony was that yon did gag him ? 
A. I did. 
Q. When was that? 
A. ·That was in the morning, when I was taking him to 

the dungeon ; on the morning of the 28th ; it was twenty
fi ve minutes to seven when I entered the dungeon with him. 

Q. After he had been gagged ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he placed in the dungeon that night ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was he placed in the dungeon the next morning ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he placed in the stretcher after he was taken 

there? 
A. To accept that as the term- the name for it-he was ; 

I never heard it given any name at all before the papers 
called it so. 

Q. Then you stretched him up that morning? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. About what time? · 
A. I judge it must have been three or four minutes after 

I left the centre till the time I reached the dungeon; about 
twenty-five minutes to seven. 

Q. Did it seem to quiet him any? 
A. Well, he appeared to be quiet after he got into the 

dungeon; he muttered or acted as if he was desirous of 
being a little ugly in going there. 

Q. You put him in the stretcher again that morning ? 
A. No, sir; only once that morning. 
Q. Between the night and the morning ? 
A. Between twenty-five minutes to seven and the time I 

reported him as dead. 
Q. Did he· at any time that night complain of being ill ? 
A. Not as I know of ; no such report has ever reached 

me. 
Q. Then no treatment was required for him? 
A. I don't believe he was ever under the doctor's care 

during his incarceration to my knowledge. 
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Q. Did he say to you during his punishment that he 
couldn't bear such punishment? 

A. No, sir ; he did not make any such remark to me. 
Q. Did yon or not in your testimony last week, say that 

on your second vie\\Y you thought he was dead ? 
A. No, sir; it was on my third visit; that was the time 

he made the remark to me and asked me if I wanted to 
kill him. 

Q. Was the man hanging up when you took it into your 
head that he was dead ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What course did you take then to satisfy yourself? 
A. I lowered him immediately, with the assistance of a 

deputy who happened to be passing below. 
Q. Did his appearance indicate that . he had been 

strangled? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did he look natural or unnatural? 
A. He didn 't look unnatural to me ; I didn't see the least 

change in the man's appearance ; from my experience I 
thought he was acting the same as several others I had 
previously found shamming. 

Q. You took him in the dungeon about twenty-five min· 
utes to seven ? 

A. Well, a few minutes after that; that was the time we 
left the centre. 

Q. To all appearances he was a strong, healthy man? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. This was ou the morning of the 28th of December? 
A. I believe that was the date. 
Q. At what time did he die ? 
A. Mr. Riley told me that it was just four minutes to 

seven by his watch; as soon as he pronounced him dead, or 
said he thought he was, I asked him immediately what time 
jt was, and he said his watch was two or three minutes 
faster than the centre time, and I placed him there at 
twenty-five minutes to seven by the centre time, or that 
was the time I started from the centre to the dungeon. 

Q. At four minutes to seven you found him dead ? 
A. Yes, sir ; by Mr. Riley's watch, which was two or 

three minnt~s faster. 
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Q. How long was it before you returned to see how he 
was getting along ? 

A. I suppose three or four or five minutes, and then I 
left him and returned two or three minutes afterwards ; I 
was there three times before I lowered him. 

Q. And each time you saw him, before he died, you 
believed that he was in a good condition ? 

A. As far as I am competent to judge. 
Q. You saw no particular marks about his face ? 
A. No, sir ; even the handcuffs didn't leave any mark ; 

there wasn't the least evidence of a struggle, as far as I 
noticed. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. What was your position in the -prison b~fore you 
became marshal? 

A. Just previous I was hall keeper on the same gallery 
where the dungeons were located, until General Mott came 
there, and for nine months previous-eight or nine months. 

Q. Did you ever hold any other position there ? 
A. I was shop keeper previous. 
Q. With whom did you change- with Mr. McGuire? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How came you to change· with him ? 
A. On account of his imperfect eyesight. 
Q. The pay, I think, is the same ? 
A. Just the same ; yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever have any instructions from the inspect

ors about it ? 
A. Not one of them ever asked me any questions of that 

sort. 
Q. They had never consulted you at all upon what 

modes of punishment should .be administered ? 
A. No, sir ; never mentioned that word to me." 
Q. Yon don't know whether this stretcher punishment 

was used with the consent of the inspector? 
A. I do not, indeed; it has been used for years, to my 

own positive knowledge, under two other administrations; 
there is no change whatever. 
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Thomas A. McKenzie, a witness heretofore sworn be~ 
fore the Joint Committee, being recalled, testifies as follow : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. I think you told us in your evidence the other night 
that you were county physician? 

A. I did. 
Q. You were called to the State Prison upon occasions 

of death? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever hold an inquest there ? 
A. I never did. 
Q. Do you remember the death of this man Snook, 

when you were called there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What kind of a report did you receive from the 

keeper, or any one, when you went there? 
A. I generally received a report from Mr. Riley. 
Q. I mean on this particular occasion ? 
A. The report I received was that he was found dead 

in his cell ; I believe "cell" was the word used ; I am con
fident it wasn't "dungeon." 

Q. Do you remember who made the report to you~ 
A. I think it was Mr. Riley. 
Q. His words were that Snook was found dead in his 

cell? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you examine the man ? 
A. I did. 
Q. Did you find from the looks of the man that he had 

died from a natural cause? 
. A. From looking at the man externally I wouldn't sus

pect that he died from anythjng else than a natural cause. 
Q. He didn't show that he had died in consequence of 

punishment ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Or from strangulation ? 
A. No, sir; he didn't strike me that way at all. 
Q. The report that you received from Dr. Riley didn't 

arouse your suspicions at all? 
.A. It did not. 18 



Q~ If jtou h·ad received a report to the effect that that 
man was found dead from punishment from the stretcher, 
would you have pursued any other course ? 

A. I would certainly have ordered an inquest ? 
Q. Then. the reason you did not order an i quest was 

from the casual appearance of the man, and from the 
reports you received from Mr. Riley you did not think it 
necessary? 

A. I went further than that ; I made a post morten1 
examination and thought I discovered sufficient cause for 
death ; that is the reason I didn't order an inquest. 

Q. Just state again the cause to which you attribute his 
death? · 

A. The statement I made before was that the conditions 
I found were thickening and roughening of the membranes 
of the brain ; congestion of the pia-mater, that is, the 
membranes next the brain ; the ventricles, too, were greatly 
distended with serous fluid, with the choroid plexus loaded 
with blood or greatly congested; there might be some 
other things there that have escaped my memory ; not 
having any suspicion in my mind at the time, I might 
possibly not ·have viewed the thing as rigidly as I would if 
I had any suspicions. 

Q. You did it upon the idea that the man had died from 
natural causes ? 

.A. Yes, sir ; for instance, I didn't examine the hands 
very definitely ; I just looked at the body as I found it at 
the operating table. 

Q. Did you discover any marks around the cheeks? 
.A. I think not ; no, sir. 
Q. Would putting that man in the stretcher producB · 

that condition ? 
.A. Produce what I found? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. I don't think it would be possible, from the fact that 

I don't think-no, sir ; I don't think it would. 
Q. You don't think that his being put in the stretcher 

was the of the disease of which you suppose he died? 
.A. It wasn't the cause of the disease at all ; it would be 

impossible; there was some congestion in the membranes; · 
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I omitted to say that to-night; it might have caused that 
congestion, but it would not be the cause of the other 
conditions I found. 

Q. Would that condition cause his death ? 
.A. I didn't so consider it at the time. 
Q. Do you so consider it now after hearing the manner 

6f his death ? 
· A. I would-I would have to say that the man wafi 

diseased ; and being in a diseased condition; the punish-
1m~nt hastened his death. 

Q. Then you would say that caused his death? 
A-. The exciting cause ; I would say that it was , an 

exciting cause. 
Q. He might have lived a long time if he had not been 

punished? 
A. He might have ; yes, sir. 

· Q. YOU think that the punishment may hav~ caused:his 
death sooner ? 

A. That is the way I understand the ca~. 
Q. I see you published a card ? 
A. I did . 
. Q. How came you to do that ~ 
A. Because I thought the report conveyed an erronequs 

idea to the people; I wanted to explain, after having learned 
the facts in the case, why I did not order an inquest ; I 
wanted to correct the inference that could be drawn. 

Q. You wanted to correct that inference by shov;ring 
that they did not make a proper report to you ? 

A. I merely wished to clea1· myself before the public. 
Q. In order to account for your not holding an inquest? 
A. I didn't elicit the facts; I might not have put ques-

tions · sufficiently; but I didn't determine the facts, any 
way. 

Q. Is it not your duty as a county physician to make 
a little further inquiry than merely, when you are told that
a man has been found dead, to order him to be buried~ 

A. It is ; I generally make inquiry more definitely than 
that ; but · on this occasion I hadn't the least suspicion of 
any kind ; I had been to the prison before in sudden deaths-, 
and made inquiries. 
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Q. Have you ever found a · case 0£ sudden death where 
the man had been in the hospital ? 

A. Yes, sir, and found prisoners that died in their cells
one particularly. 

Q. What inquiry did you make? 
··.A. I found that a man was with him in the cell, and he 

wasn't well during the evening ; some time during the night 
he complained, and the man who was with him got up in 
the morning and found he was dead ; in the case of Snook 
I made the ~nquiry and learned that he was found dead in 
his cell; I didn't see anybody that was with him. 

Q. That is as far as you went in this case ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

• 
1 Q. That is not as far as you went in the other cases ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why did you riot go further ? 
A~ I can't tell you why I did not ; the fact is I did not ; 

I had no suspicions ; that is one reason I didn't. 
Q. Did you ever send for a coroner when you fouud a 

man dead in the prison ? 
A. No, sir; I never thought I had any reason for it. 
Q. Your duty doesn't compel you to notify the coroner 

w~en you find a man dead in the street? 
A. No, sir; not when I think it is unnecessary-in the 

prison or anywhere else. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Were you informed by anybody that this man had 
died while under punishment? 

A. No, sir ; I will state here, however, that in speaking to 
Dr. Phillips two days after my former testimony, I believe 
it was, he said to me, in talking the matter over, he spoke 
about having mentioned punishment to me ; I had forgotten 
all about it, and I can't recall it ; I am confident of this 
fact, that it hasn't left any impression upon my mind; if it 
had, I should have looked to see if there was any marks 
there. 

· Q·. Did Dr. Phillips or General Mott inform you that the; 
man had been punished on that morning ? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. What was done with the heart and brains after the 
post mortem examination ? 

A. About the heart I have learned since-I have no per
sonal knowledge of it myself-that the heart was given to 
a young man that was studying medicine ; I think some
body told me that it was taken away; that I have no know~ 
ledge of; I don't remember. 

By Senator Plummer-
Q. How do you interpret this part of your card : " The 

facts are that I saw no marks, bruises or anything on any 
portion of his person that would cause suspicion that he 
had been · punished ?" what marks or bruises could there 
have been that this was intended to cover ? 

..A.. I can't see where the doubt comes in. 
Q. Did you examine the man to see that there was any? 
A. The words I used were I did not see any. 

By Mr. Sykes-
. Q. If there had been any such marks would you have 

been likely to see them ? 
A. I would be likely to ask questions then- to ask what 

caused them ; and if they could not be explained satisfac
torily, I would necessarily go further, as I always do. 

Q. Did Coroner Bodine, or any other coroner, call at the 
prison and make an examination ? 

A. I have no knowledge of that personally; I have 
heard such reports ; the coroner himself told me he calle4. 
there. 

Q. Did the coroner make any application to you to hold , 
an inquest? 

A. He never did; it was my place to ask him to hold an 
inquest. 
. Q. Do I unders.tand you to say that you do not know 
what became of the heart and brain ? 

A. His heart was given to a young student for demonstra
tion about the arteries, but I have no recollection what was. 
done with it at the time. 

By Senator Plummer-
Q. You heard the testimony of Mr. Perry? 
.A.. I did. 
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Q. Do you believe it would be possible or probable 
that the punishment that Snook received . could have_ 
brought on the condition of the brain of which you speak? 

A. I have answered that question as well as I could ; I 
will say that I think that if any physician saw the state of 
the brain that I saw it in, that they would come to the same· 
conclusion that I did, not knowing the circumstances ; that 
is a matter of opinion, however. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Under those circumstances might he not have died 
just at that time if he had not been in . the stretched 

A. Yes, sir ; 1 don't see why he might not ; it might . be 
simply a coincident. 

Q. Whether he was in the dungeon or out? 
A. f would construe it in that way. 

By Doctor Phillips-

Q. Did you find evidences of old standing disease in that 
man's brain ? 

A. I did. 
Q. How long do you suppose it had existed there? 
A. I couldn't determine the length of time ; I should' 

judge it must have existed for some time. 
Q. What do you suppose may have been the· cause_ o:f 

that disease ? 
A. In this particular man's case, not knowfog his history~ 

it would be impossible for me to determine. 
Q. Might it arise from intemperance ? 
A. It might possibly. 
Q. Might it arise from injuries about the head? 
A. It might. 
Q. Is that a disease that was easy of detection while · the 

man was living? 
A. I think it was utterly impossible; our best ·physicians 

say it is utterly impossible before death to determine that 
question. 

Q. Does it render a man liable to sudden death ~ 
A. I wouldn't answer that positively, but I think it does. 
Q. How much of the appearances in that brain you 
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tiuppose were attributable to the fact that he was undergo
ing punishment that morning? 

A. Nothing more than the sudden shock that arose 
from it. 

Q. You don't suppose that any of that serous effusion 
arose fro~ it ? 

A. I don't think it is possible. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Was I ever in the habit of giving you any informa-· 
tion? 

A. I neve:r got any information from you; I got it from 
the hospital steward. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. Were you satisfied in giving a certificate for burying 
a· man upon such information ~ • 

A. I think it would satisfy an ordinary man ; it did me 
at the- time ; I might have been too easily satisfied ; l think 
now I was. 

Q. You are satisfied now you were mistaken' · 
A. Yes, sir. 

Jesse E. Bodine, a witness snbprenaed by the Joint C6m
mittee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

.B~aniined by the Ohairman-

Q. Wil1 you please give your name and residence 1 
A. Jesse E. Bodine; No. 130 East Front street, is my 

residence. 
Q. You are a coroner in this city 1 
A. I am one of the coroners of Mercer county, living in 

the city of Trenton. 
Q. Are you a physician 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Are you often ca1led upon by the county physician 

to hold inquests? 
A. Whenever he deems an inquest necessary ; m a case 

of violent or sudden death he notifies me. 
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Q. Does he often do that ? 
A. That will depend a little upon the circumstances ; in 

fact, it would depend altogether upon the frequency of 
deaths. 

Q. How many times has he called upon. you ? 
A. In what time-do you want any given year? 
Q. In any year? 
A. I think I have held some fifteen inquests this year; I 

can tell exactly; I have a record in my office. 
Q. You were called upon by the county physician ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you ever called upon to go to the State Prison? 
A. I never have since the county physician law ; well, I 

have never held an inquest in the State Prison. 
Q. How many times have you been called by the county 

physicjan? 
1 I think fifteen times this year; I think more than 

that last year. ' · 
Q. You were never called upon by the county physici~n 

to go to the State Prison ? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever go there of your own accord ? 
.A. I used to go to the State Prison upon the occasion of 

every death under the law of 187 4, that being a require
ment of the coroner, but the law of 1876 is such that I can 
only go when I ain notified ; I have been to the State Prison 
once since General Mott was the keeper ; I went then 
because I was notified; it is the only time I have been 
notified. 

Q. Did you hold an :inquest then ? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Who notified you ? 
A. There was a notice left at my house- a note without 

a name-stating that Charles Forman, a colored man, had 
died suddenly in the prison, and asking me to go and inves
tigate ; and I went ; this was on the 18th day of November. 

Q. I .. ast November? 
.A. Last November ; I wish to be explicit about this ; 

the law.does not specify who shall notify; it says when .a 
coroner is called he shall go and make inquiry concern,:ing 
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the facts, and report to the county physician ; in answer to 
this summons I went to the State Prison ; General Mott 
met me at the door and let me in; this was on Sunday ; I 
stated to General Mott my business ; that I had been noti
fied that a man had died suddenly on Saturday afternoon 
in the prison ; I said to him that I had come to make 
inquiry concerning the man; General Mott said to . me, 
" Coroner, there wasn't any man died here on Saturday;" 
·tJiat was his reply; I then said, "General, do you mean to 
tell me that-calling the man by name and tlescribing his 
color-that man did not die here on Saturday ~" he says, 
" I do ; for he died here this morning "-Sunday morning; 
then General Mott asked me who notified me, and I declined 
to give him any information on that subject, further than 
to say I was notified correctly, otherwise I should not have 
known the man's name and all about the circumstances; 
then General Mott sajd to me, "If any of my men have 
notified you of the death of a man in this institution, I 
will instantly discharge him.'' I asked to see the man 
again, and General Mott said, '~ If you don't charge us any
thing you may make the view ;" my reply was that I 
hadn't come there to extort money ; that I had come there 
in the performance of my duty, by the requirement of the 
law; that I thought the time might come when he would 
want the protection of the law; for it excited my suspicion; 
and I am free to say that I thought the general did not 
want me in that institution to make inquiries. 

Q. Did you see the man ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What course did you pursue ? 
A. I examined the body for marks of violence, or any 

other marks, which is a coronor's business to do, to ascer
tain if there is any external bruises, or any cause fo! death 
externally; I found none in this case; I don't suppose 
there was any; the county physician here, I notified him, 
told me that the man had died of aneurism of the heart, 
which I presumed to be correct ; I have no doubt o! it . . 

Q. Had the county physician been to see him before ha 
died? 

19 
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A. Yes, sir ; and had to make a post-mortem examina
tion. 

Q. You didn't think it worth while to hold an inquest 
A. No, sir ; I was satisfied with the post-mortem exam

ination of the county physician ; I cannot hold an inquest 
without his permission, no matter what my convictions are. 

Q. Did you come to any conclusion in examining the 
man, whether he died from any disease? 

A. I couldn,t tell from outward appearance what he had 
died of. 

• Q. You were never sent for again there or went there 
since? 

A. No, sjr; I have not since been notified; the law 
requires that I shall be notified before I go and view a 
body. 

Q. Does the law give you the privilege of going upon 
being notified by anybody? 

A. Yes, sir; it does; on any notification of a death I am 
required by law to go. 

Q. Do yon consider it a sufficient notice, if you fi~d a 
notification on your desk that some man is dead at the 
Trenton Honse, for you to go and view the body ? 

A. I should, indeed, sir; I would think I was violating 
my oath of office if I <lidn,t- ancl liable to prosecution on 
that ground. 

Q. Keeper Mott did not under~akc to hinder yon in any 
way from examining that man? 

A. No, sir, he did not. 
Q. After you told him you wouldn't charge him anything 

he told you you could go in ? 
A. That was his conditions; I didn't think it amounted 

to much. 
Q. Did you not make ont a bill against the county ? 
A. I did, sir. 
Q. It is not customary to make ont a bill against the 

keeper of the house that you visit ? 
A. No, sir. 
-Q. Do you know that General Mott had been black

mailed by coroners ? 
A. No, sir; I never heard of such a thing; I am tlie 
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only coroneT that is supposed to visit the State Prison, and 
General Mott can tell you that I never made any effort of 
that kind. 

Q. You have never made any charge to any keeper? 
A. No, sir ; General Mott can tell you that he went to 

the freeholders and told them to watch that bill when it 
came in, and not to pay it. 

~· Do you think that General Mott was going rather 
-'· beyond his duties 'then as the keeper of the State Pris<m ? 

.A. Well, I thought it was extra service. 
Q. Service that he doesn't get paid for ? 
A. Well, I don't believe he does. 
Q. Was there any impropriety in his tel1ing the free-. 

holders t0 watch that bill ? 
A. That is a question between him and themselves; it 

didn't amount to an impropriety so far as I was concerned, · 
because the freeholders paid my bill ; I wish to say a word 
in regard to this man Snook. 

Q. If you know anything about this man Snook's death 
please state it ? 

State Prison Keeper Mott-You know as much about it 
as you do about my going to the freeholders. 

·witness-I will say this to the General, and to the com
mittee : I had no knowledge of the death of Snook until 
the day he was taken away by his friends ; I think he was 
removed by his friends into another county ; and General 
Mott is misrepresented if he didn't send word to me that 
if I came to see this man he wouldn't let me it. 

State Prison Keeper Mott-I never mentioned a word to 
a freeholder about that bill; I would like your authority. 

Witness-I can't get it to-night. 
State Prison Keeper Mott-Well, at any other time ; I 

want him here before the committee. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. From whom did you get the information that General 
Mott said iu regard to Snook that you need not come there ·1 

A. I got it from a man that is in the room. 
Q. Who is that man ¥ -

A. He is a reporter of the press. 
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Q. Did he tell you that General Mott told him that yo11 
needn't come there ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Give us his name ? 
.A.. There he is, right behind General Mott [indic~tin.gJ, 

Mr. Gosson, the reporter of the True American ; if it isn't 
true, I am glad to hear of -it. 

Q. So you didn't go? 
A. No, sir; if I had been notified before the man was 

removed out of the county, I should have went; this w:as 
after he was removed out of Mercer county when I got the 
word; this man died on Friday, the 28th, I think, and I 

- got the word on the 29th, in the evening. 
-- Q. ·It is th~ duty of a coroner, when he is notified that a 

man has been found dHad, and it is reported that there were 
suspicious circumstances, to go and investigate the matter ? 

A. It is my duty to Jook after the man whenever I am 
notified, and to ascertain if there is any such facts existing. 

Q. When you are notified not to investigate it, yon don't~ 
A. Not if he has been carted away on the railroad so that 

I can't get at him. 
Q. Supposing there was a dead man in town, and some 

one ha.d notified you that you needn't bother yourself about 
him, would you consider it necessary to investig~te the 
matter? 

A. l should think it was rather a suspicions notice, and I 
would rather go then than under any other circumstances ; 
I wish the General to understand that no freeholder told me 
!his; the freeholders knew the bill when it became _before 
them ; I tried to ascertain from them how the notice was 
sent to look out for that bill, and the word has come to me 
second-l~and ; I don't know that I can prove that he sent 
that word, but I know the freeholder that it was sent to. 

By the Chairman-
_ Q. What did the freeholders say to you when you went 

to get paid for it ; did they tell ·you that there was notice 
sent to them not to pay it ? 

A. They said they wouldn't pay the bill. 
Q. What was the amount of the bill? 
A. Five dollars. 
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Q. You did get your pay for it~ · 
A. I did after waiting a month; the matter was recon

sidered in the board and they paid it, because the law pro
vided that the bill should be paid ; it was a matter of law, 
and not a matter of choice; I wasn't in a hurry. 

Q. Did it require any outside influence to get that bill 
paid~ 

A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Rue-

Q. Why did the freeholders refuse to pay you the first 
time you presented your bill~ 

A. They gave this reason : The freeholders said to me 
that General Mott had been to the attor~ey general and got 
a decision from him that I was not required or authorized 
by law to visit the State Prison; therefore they ought not 
to pay the bill; that was the reason given by the committee 
on · fees and costs. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Did they not say unless notified by the county 
physician~ ' 

A. No, sir; they didn't say anything about that. 
State Prison Keeper Mott-Well, they ought to have. 
Witness-They didn't; I told you it wasn't necessary for 

me to go there unless I was notified. 
State Prison Keeper Mott-I would like to know who 

told you that. 
Witness- It came to me second-handed; I know what 

you said to me; but if any body else tells me a thing, I 
don't lay any stress on it; and I don't wish that you should 
lay any stress on it. 



William Elmer, Jr., a witness subpa:maed by order o.f 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Senator Hobart-

Q. What is your full name, and residence? 
A. William Elmer, Trenton. -

. Q. Have you had any connection wi{h the State Pris~:m 
lately? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Are you a practicing physician? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been practicing medicine here in 

Trenton? 
A. Since August, 1869. 
Q. Continuously? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you hear the testimony given by Dr. McKenzie 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you hear . the statement made by Dr. McKenzie 

as to the cause of Snook's death in the prison ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. \Vhat were those causes .as he gave them? 
A. I don't know that he gave the causes directly; I 

could'nt hear every word that was said. 

[By direction of the chairman, the stenographer reads 
the statement in question from the testimony of Dr. Mc
Kenzie.] 

Q. Could those appearances or conditions of tlie brain 
which he says he found in the brain of Snook have caused 
death? 

A. I should doubt if they did immediately; the condi-. 
tion found there evidently was, as described, a long standing 
condition. 

Q. He said, among the rest, that the menibranes were 
thickened and roughened, indicating that the deceased had 
meningitis ; in those morbid conditions of the brain he said 
he thought he found sufficient cause of death ; were those 
conditions of the brain likely to be caused by the severe 
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punishment, or were they probably the result of former 
disease? 

A. I shouldn't think that they were caused by recent 
punjshment of that character ; they were evidences of some 
previous disease. 

Q. The superinducing cause of death, in your pro
fessional opinion, was not immediately from punishment? 

A. I don't see any evidence of it. 
Q. Is it possible, in your opinion, that death could have 

been caused by the punish~ent in the stretcher such as 
you have heard described? 

A. The only evidence that I could see of ~eath resulting 
from that is that there might possibly have been such a 
nervous shock as to produce the thickening of the mem
branes ; I would like to ask the county physician a q ues
tion or two if the committee has no objection. 

Thomas H . .McKenzie, being recalled, further testifies: 

Examined by Doctor Elmer-

Q. I desire to ask whether the fluid in the ventricles 
seemed to be recent blood or whether it was serous? 

A. It was part serous-clear fluid. 

William Elmer, Jr., being recalled, further testifies: 

Examined by Senator Hobart-

Q. Then there was inherent disease m the man at the 
time the punishment was inflicted ? 

A. I should say there was. 
Q. That kind of punishment being inflicted, I presume, 

would be a superinducing cause of death ? 
.A. Probably it would be the immediate cause ; the con

dition of the brain would be the superinducing cause. 
Q. You couldn't say whether or not, from the condition 

of the man's brain, he might have died independent of the 
p~mishment? 
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· A. There is not enough information about it, I should 
think, for me to say yes to that question . 

. Q. Then your conclusion is, as you stated a moment ago, 
that the immediate cause of death was the punishment, and 
that death was superinduced by the condition in which his 
brain was found? 

A. I said it would have been caused by shock if there 
had been no predisposing condition ; I should not think 
that that c~mdition of the brain would have produced 
immediate death, or was sufficient to produce immediate 
death. 

Q. How could that congestion of the brain, or what Dr~ 
McKenzie calls congestion, have been caused ? 

A. As to whether the blood vessels of the brain showed 
dark fluid, blood, or recent effusion, or whether the co:nges
tion appeared to have been of a long-standing character. 

Doctor McKenzie.:_ From my experience in making post
mortem examinations, I could not tell whether it was of 
long standing or recent; I found congestion more than · 
usual ; but whether it was recent or of long standing I could 
not tell. 

Witness-There has been no testimony given in regard 
to the condition of the heart. 

Doctor McKenzie-I did, in my previous evidence, state 
that the heart was healthy; all the organs were healthy. 

By Senator Hobart-

Q. I will ask you what, in your opinion, was the cause of 
Snook's death ? 

A. The cause of death is not clear to me. 
Q. It might have been one of two or three things; it 

might have been this condition of the brain, or it might 
have been punishment, or it might have been shock? 

A. Yes, sir ; there is not enough in the evidence given 
by the doctor in regard to the post mortem to show that 
there was enough acute disease therein to cause sudden 
death. 

Q. Did you hear the testimony of the previous witness 
that the man had always appeared to be a healthy man? · 

A. I heard that evidence given. 
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Q. Is there anything that Dr. McKenzie has testified to 
in regard to the condition of the brain inconsistent with the 
fact stated by Mr. Perry, that he was regarded as a healthy 
man? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Would there have been any outward manifestation of 

disease on account of these chronic conditions of the brain? 
A. A man with chronic disease of the brain might have 

been noisy and subject to convulsions. 

By Dr. McKenzie-

Q. If you saw that man in the condition I described, not 
knowing that any punishment had been inflicted upon him, 
what would you have said was the cause of death ? 

A. That the man had died from chronic meningitis ; or, 
without being technical, a long standing inflammation of the 
membranes of the brain-probably some in the substance of 
the brain also. 
By Mr. Hobart-
. Q. If you knew the fact of the punishment having been 
administered about the same time, and found that condi
tion of the brain, what in your opinion would be the 
cause of death? 

A. It might have been induced by the shock-I mean by 
that the nervous shock from the punishment. 

Q. That is, his death would have been hastened ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Would it not be likely to have been hastened under 

that state of facts ? 
A. I presume it would. 
Q. How long would you say a man would live ordinarily 

with his brain in the condition in which this was? 
A. I cannot determine that, sir. 
Q. Is he likely to die a sudden death ? 
A. He might possibly. 
Q. What is the natural expectation in regard to a man's 

life in that condition ? 
A. He may be liable to sudden death from anything 

unnatural-any strain, or excitement, or injury; otherwise 
he might die a slow and lingering death. 

20 
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By ~f 1·. Pancoast-

Q. W onld it stop the circulation of the blood to hang a 
111a11 np in that way~ 

.A. Not when he is held up by the wrists-stretched up 
in that way-I don't think it would impede the circulation 
particular! y. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Would that hasten the congestion-the man being 
stretched np in that way? 

A. It might hasten an acute engorgement of the brain ; 
I don't think it would hasten the congestion ; it might 
result in a bloody engorgement of the brain, but no such 
condition as Dr. McKenzie described ;' I don't know 
whether there was any enlargement of the blood vessels; 
if there was it might probably do so. 

O.iarles M. Riley, a witness heretofore sworn, being 
recalled, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Hobart-

Q. Were yon in the prison on the morning of Snook's 
death? 

A. I was. 
Q. Were you called upon to examine him ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. At what time in the morning was it? 
A. It \Vas two or three minutes or four minutes to seven 

by my watch. 
Q. Are you a practicing physician? 
A. I am not-I am a druggist. 
Q. When you went in the cell was the man strung up? 
A. No, sir ; he was lying on the floor of the cell. 
Q. He was taken down before you got there ? 
A. Yes, sir. 



Q. You felt his pulse ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was the body warm? 
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A. Well, it was growing cold. 
Q. Was he lying on his back? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Were you there when the county physician came 
there? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What report did yon make to him? 
A. Well, I don't remember reporting anything, except 

that the mnn. was dead. 
Q. Do yon remember saying to him that the man died 

in his cell ? · 
A. I don't remember explaining anything about his 

death; Dr. Phillips explained the cause of his <leatb to the 
county pl1ysician. 

Q. Were you there when the county physician was 
there? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Yon don't remember saying anything to the connty 

physician abont that? 
A. No, sir; Dr. Phillips explained that. 

On motion, the Joint Committee adjourned till Thursday, 
February 14, 1878, at 8 o'clock, P. M., the same place. 

At which time and place the Joint Committee met pursu

ant to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Moore, Hendrickson and Plum
mer, members of the Joint Committee, on the part of the 
Senate; and Hon. Messrs. Sykes, Parramore, Rue, Pan· 
coast and M~lone, members of the Joint Committee, on the 

part of the House. 
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Robert B. Bonney, a witness subprenaed by order of the 

Joint Committee, being du1y sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman·

Q. \iVhere do you live? 
A. I live in Chambersburg. 
Q. Are you connected with the State Prison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What position do you hold there? 
A. Clerk of the p1·ison. 
Q. Have you read, or heard read, the resolution under 

whieh we are acting? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know what kind of punishment is inflicted in 

the prison ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you familiar with it? 
A . .. Well, some kinds of it, sir. 
Q. vVhat kind have you seen there? 
A. I have seen the gag punishment. 
Q. Will you just state to the committee whether you 

have seen any other kind beside the gag punishment? 
.A. Not to my personal knowledge. 
Q. Where did you see the gag punishment? 
A. I have seen men with gags in their mouths m the 

centre. 
Q. Did you ever see any of them lying <lown with the 

gag in their mouths? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. They were always standing up'! 
.A. Always standing up. 
Q. Did you ever see any of them fall with the gag in 

their mouths? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see the paddle used there? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. Did you ever see the stretcher used? 

A. No, sir. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. What are your duties? 
A. My duties are to keep the books of the prison, to keep 

a record of convicts and a description of convicts, and do 

the writing for the prison. 
Q. Is it a part of your <lut,y to keep the records of punish

ments'? 
A. It is not, sir. 

Gerslwm Howell, a witness subpamaccl b.Y order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. You have already been sworn in this case? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have stated that you have been a keeper? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you ncq nainted with the modes 0£ punishment 

practiced there'? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever tried any of those punishments on 

yourself? 
A. I have ; yes, sir; I have tried a gag, but not one of 

the gags used in the State Prison ; I was in tbe shop of 
Thorpe, McKenzie & Wilkes after my former testimony, 
and I had a conversation with them as to r11y knowledge 
about the severity of these punishments; as I stated, I 
cli<1n't think it was a very severe punishment; and they had 
a gng there which they said they had tried, and I tried it. 

Q. How did you find it; very severe? 
A. It wns a good-sized gag; I kept it in my mouth 

twenty-two minutes, and could have kept it there twenty· 
two minutes longer(; I had no strap on the gag. 

/ 
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Q. It was not strapped? 
A. No, sir; I took my handkerchief and put it around 

the gag and drew. it around my ncek in imitation of the 
strap, and I found that when the handker..::hief was drawn 
tight it was very severe; my judgment is, that when the 
gag is merely fastenerl to prevent it coming out of the 
mouth, I could have kept it in without any difficulty twice 
as long; the only apprehension I had was that my jaws 
might set; that is all; when I took the gag out, however, 
they came together all right. 

Q. ·w ns it the same kind of a gag as that which you used 
in the prison? 

.A. 'J.lhis gag was made of wood. 
Q. Ilow are. they made in the prison? 
A. They are made of leather in the prison ; the gags I 

noticecl in the prison were never over an inch and a half in 
depth, and~ to the best of my judgment, the severity of the 
punishment depends somewhat on that. 

Q. How long was the one that you had in your mouth 
to-day? 

A. It is two inches cleep. 
Q. Is there any difference in the sizes of those gags in the 

prison? 
A.. Yes, sir; I have seen a difference in the size so far as 

the width of the gags is concerned; there is a great differ
ence in the sizes of men's mouths ; some of the colored men 
have a very large month indeed ; others not so large. 

Q. Do you mean that this gng was two inches in depth 
where it goes in the mouth? 

A. Yes, s,ir. · 
Q . . Is the difference in the sizes of the gags in their 

depth'! 
.A. The difference in the size of the gag in the New J er

sey State Prison, that l have seen, is always in the size of 
the gag arom~d, or in its oval shape; I think 'they were all 
about the same depth, from my recollection; I never noticed 
any difference between them in depth. 
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Q. From your experience, from trying it in your mouth, 
you found that where the gag is strapped back tightly 'the 
pain is severe? 

A. Yes, sir; the severity depends altogether in the judg
ment used in exercising it. 

Q. You have seen them strapped buck in the prison, and 
now you can form a better idea of the severity of the punish
ment; tell us what your opinion is about it? 

A. 1.V ell, a great many men were punished while I was 
there by gags in the centre ; there wasn't anything secret 
about it; I have taken visitors around where men had gags 
in their mouths ; I have thought over the matter in regard 
to this question, and from all I have seen there, I never have 
noticed more than two or three out of the whole that seemed 
to stiffer from the gag being too tight. 

Q. You think some of them did suffer from the gag being 
too tight'! 

A. I only judge from my own sensations, and from what 
I remember to have been their appearance. 

Q. In talkiug about the stretcher the other night, you 
thought it was not ve_ry severe, did you not, for a short time? 

A. I said if it was administered for a long time it was a 
very severe punishment; for a shbrt time, fifteen or twenty 
minutes, I didn't consider it very severe. 

Q. Have' you ever tried it? 
A. I never tried it before; no, sir. 
Q. Have you ever tried it since? 
A. Yes, sir; it was tried at the shop at the time I speak 

of; these parties badgered me in regard to my evidence, so 
we concluded we would try the experiment, and I was pull
ed up on the balls of my feet, and remained in that position 
five minutes, and I am satisfied, although there was no 
necessity in order to test it, that I could have re~ained there 
twenty minutes or twenty-five, without any great pain, on 
the balls of my feet; but the moment that the chain was 
pulled up, say one inch more, taking me from the balls of 
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my feet to my toes-when that punishment commences, the 
pain is pretty severe on the wrist. 

Q. Did you find th~ pain more severe in the fifth minute 
than the first or second? 

A. I didn't feel any pain at all during the five minutes; 
the handcuffs pressed on my hands; it would have been an 
inconvenience to stand in that position on my toes instead 
of the balls of my feet, otherwise I wouldn't consider it a 
hard punishment at all ; if I bad been lifted an inch on my 
toes, it would have been very severe; if it had I couldn't 
have stood it one moment longer. 

Q. Were your feet chained down '? 

A. No, sir; I couldn't take my feet up; because, when 
that is done the strain comes on the wrist; it is much easier 
to keep the feet down than up; my judgment is that a per
son with a large wrist and more flesh would stand that pun
ishment better than ~ did; still, their weight might be 
heavier; but if they were standing on the balls of their feet 
it wouldn't make any difference so far as the weight is con
cerned, in my judgment. 

Q. You have had charge of one of those galleries, I think 
you told us? 

A. Charge of the hall. 
Q. After your experience in trying that stretcher, what 

is your opinion about the severity of that punishment'? 
have you altered your mind on that subject'! 

A. No, sir; my judgment is in this case the same as it 
would be in regard to the gag-that the cruelty: as it is 
called, or the very severe pain, would depend altogether on 
the judgment exercised in administering it. 

Q. If they wanted to punish a man more severely they 
would raise him up a little higher? 

A. If they wanted to punish him more, by raising him up 
from the balls of his feet, I judge they could do it. 

Q. By stretching up could a person get hold of the chain 
and pull his weight up on it? 

A. He could if he could gras:p the chain ; he couldn'~ 
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draw himself up by means of his hands with his handcuffs 
on. 

Q. ·where did you try the experiment yourself '? 
A. Thorpe, McKenzie and Wilkes's shop ; they had a 

stretcher rigged up. 
Q.. You didn't try the stretcher in the prison? 
...4. No, sir; the handcuffs were similar to those used m 

the prison-similar to part of those used in the prison ; 
there is two different handcuffs used in the prison; one is 
what they call the patent handcuff. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. How high was the beam to which you were fastened? 
A. In Thorpe, McKenzie & Wilkes's shop '? 

Q. Yes, sir . 
.11. I judge the place where the chain was fastened was 

ten feet up; it was a very long chain. 
Q. You could reach 6 or 7 feet high with outstretched 

arms, I suppose? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did they keep you up there? 
A. As long as I desired to be kept up ; I didn't think 

there was any necessity to remain over the five minutes 
Q. What expression did you make after you were re· 

lieved from the stretcher ? 
A. When Wilkes pulled me up considerably higher, off 

the balls of my feet, for a moment only, the pain was pretty 
severe, and when the handcuffs were taken off I felt better; 

· and it made a mark on my hands where they were in the 
handcuffs; about similar to the mark made by tying a 
string round your finger; they were a little blue. 

Q. What was the expression you used upon being let 
down? 

A. The expression I made was that if I was punished 
twenty-five minutes, the effect on me would be to make my 
hands shake, and I didn't think I would be fit for work for 
a day, any way. 

21 
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Q. Was this gag that you used made of so1id wood? 
A. Ye~, sir. 
Q. 0£ what are these that are used in the prison com-

posed? 
A. They are made of leather. 
Q. Are they solid? 
A. They are made of one large piece of leather, oval in 

shape, and the gag itself is made similar to the heel of your 
boot-layers of leather with a hole in the middle. 

Q. This that you saw was a solid piece of wood? 
A. No, sir; that had a hole in the centre. 

Peter Wilkes, a witness subpoonaed by order of the Joint 
Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you just give your full name? 
A. Peter Wilkes. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you heard the resolution under which we are 

acting, read? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you ever employed in the prison'? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the punishments prac

ticed there ? 
A. I never saw a man punished in the New Jersey State 

Prison, to the best of my knowledge. 
Q. Then you don't know anything about the subject of 

this investigation? 
A. I think I do, more than any of them ; if I understand 

it correctly, there wasn't a keeper that testified here that 
had ever submitted to this punishment; in order to test it 
I had a gag made aud submitted myself to it and to the 
stretcher. 
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Q. You didn't have a gag such as was used there? 
A. [Producing wooden gag, and addressing the State 

Prison Keeper]-General Mott, is that anything like you 
use? There is the gag, I think, as near as I can remember; 
that was made for me by one of the employees; I got a pair 
of handcuffs and submitted myself to the stret.cher process. 

The Chairman-The trouble is that you have not used 

one of the prison gags, nor used the stretcher that is used in 
the State Prison. · 

Witness-I would have been subjected, I have no doubt, 
to a longer punishment. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

. Q. You have never been punished in a prison? 
A. I have never been punished in a prison; no, sir; I 

would like to state, though, that Mr. Howell, who has just 
given in his evi<lence, made an arrangement with myself in 
regard to this punishment; we were to meet at three o'clock, 
and we did so; I punished him and he punished me; but I 
think I was a little more lenient with him, for when I pulled 
him up the last inch, as Mr. Perry remarked, he squealed, 
and he did. it instantly; I stood it a minute and a-half; that 
was as much as I wanted. 

The Chairman-I have no doubt that is correct, but it 
really does not come under our jurisdiction. 

Witness-I didn't come here voluntarily; I have seen 
those gags in the New Jersey State Prison, and as I said be
fore, as near as my memory serves me, that is a fac simile 
[indicating the gag produced]? and a man who has seen 
them numerous times made it. 

Anthony K Perry, a witness heretofore sworn, being re
called, testifies as follows : 
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Examimed by tbe Uhairman-

Q. Were you asked by the Sergeant-at-Arms to bring up 
one of those gags so that the committee could see it? 

..A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you got one with you? 
..A. Yes, sir, [producing gag]. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Is this the usual size ? 
..A. That is the one we used on Snook. 
Q. Is that one of medium size? 
..A. Yes, sir; we use that nine times where we use an

other once, I presume. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Where you use a larger one once ? 
..A. Oh, yes, sir. 
Q. Have you some smaller than this? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. [Showing witness the gag produced by the witness 
Wilkes. J Did you ever use one as large as that? 

A. No, sir; we never use 'em that shape; the largest one 
we ever use I have here in my pocket, if you wish to see 
it, [producing another gag] ·; I have often found that that 
wasn't quite large enough. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Do you strap that gag so that this leather comes tight 
against the lips ? 

..A. Yes, sir ; unless they deceive us,. as is sometimes the 
case. 

Q. Do you :find, in using that, that it is the tightness that 
causes the severity ? 

..A. No, sir ; I think not; I have tried it for twenty min
utes, and strapped it on as tightly as possible, and didn't 
:find any inconvenience; it is a relief to strap it tight ; that 
gag superseded one that I presume was used-one that I 
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found there at least-that General Mott condemned, and 
said he wouldn't use such an instrurnent; it was an iron 
pipe covereq with rags ; there was no breathing place in it; 
it was in the shape of a bit with a bundle of rags round the 
centre of it; General Mott said we must have something 
different from that ; and this was the improvement. 

Q. You would not consider that as severe as the other? 
A. l don't consider that any punishment at all ; it is just 

to keep them from talking. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. It is not used as a punishment ? 
A. Yes, sir ; it is ttsed as a punishment, of course, for the 

offence of talking. 
Q. To keep them from talking ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. You are marshal of the prison ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What are your duties? 
A. Inflicting punishment as ordered by the keeper. 

Q. Do you keep a record of punishments? 
A. Yes, sir ; in every case. 
Q. In no instance have you punished where a record was 

not kept? 
.A.. No, sir; unless it was some trivial offence; no dun

geon punishment. 
Q. Have you got a record of the punishment made on the 

28th day of December ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Will you be kind enough to explain to us what this 

stretcher punishment consists of? 
A. We never gave it any such name. 
Q. What do you call it? 
A. "Putting them up;" my orders have always been to 

"put them up" or to" put them down "-down to the floor, 
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or up, as the case might be; according to the orders that I 
receive from General Mott, l put them up or put them down 
for so long a time. 

Q. Of what does this putting up consist? 
A. In the first place they are handcuffed, and the chain 

is passed through the handcuffs, and their hands are drawn 
up with their arms outstretched. 

Q. Was that chain attached to the ceiling '? 
A. No, sir; to a beam that runs over the cell about 10 

feet from the floor, I presume; a chain running through two 
pu1leys-over wheels-not pulleys, but wheels. 

Q. The floor is entirely level directly under the beam 
where you pull them up? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How far would you have to draw a man up-a man, 

say, standing 6 feet high '? 
A. Well, to straighten him, I would draw him up far 

enough to straighten him; possibly raise him, his heels, an 
inch from the floor, and perhaps a little more ; and they 
always make it appear that they are up higher than that by 
raising thernsel ves. 

Q. In order to make it appear that they were being pun
ished'? 

rA. In order to deceive me. 
Q. Then you think, for instance, a man standing 6 feet 

high could not receive much punishment under this beam'! 
A . Ob, yes; he could receive just as much punishment 

as a shorter man, I presume; this beam is high enough 
above him for him to be straightened, although he wou1d 
get closer to the beam. 

Q. You invariably pull them up pretty wel1? 
A. Merely straighten them up ; never straighten them up 

to the block; we never had a man tall enougC. to rcf:ch it, 
without he climbed up. 

Q. W ou1d not the punishment of a man who i::; short be 

greater 'l 
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A. No, sir; not a bit more; we couldn't raise him so 
near the beam, of course. 

Q. You knew this man Snook that was talked of 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he a very stout built man, or a tall, slender man 'l 
A. He.was a stout built man. 
Q. About what was his height? 
A. I presume about five feet nine inches ; I never ~een 

the account of his description, but I should judge that was 
about his height. 

Q. He being a short man, it could have been possible 
that he might have gone higher up than a taller man would 't 

A. We have punished a tall man as severely as we pun
ished him. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. When you found Snook was dead did you notice 
whether his feet were square on the floor? 

A. I did; another keeper and myself both witnessed that 
matter. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Have records of such punishments been kept under 
former keepers? 

A. Not as far as I know of. 
Q. Did you ever find any? 
A. I failed to find one yet. 
Q. What was the usual practice? 
A. Merely to mention the time that . the prisoner was 

taken to the dungeon and when he was released. , 
Q. It was put on the slate, was it not? 
A. To my positive knowledge they were entered on the 

slate and not entered on the record. 
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John Wolverto??-, a witness subpamaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman_;_ 

Q. Please give your full name? 
A. John Wolverton. 
Q. Of Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are a practicing physician, I believe, in Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is burning with alcohol on the naked body recognized 

as a test for feigned diseases by me~ical authority? 
A. It is not, as far as I know. 
Q. Did you ever practice it? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever know of its being practiced in the pro

fession generally in Trenton? 
A. I never have. 
Q. Did you ever have a case upon which you had to 

make a test? 
A. With burning? 
Q. No, sir; a case of a man that feigned to have some 

particular disease ? 
A. I have tried various modes; of course we have feigned 

diseases ; there are various ways of testing those things. 
Q. What is laid down as the custom in making Ruch 

tests? 
A. Each one, I guess, has his own custom. 
Q. You wouldn't call that a custom laid down at all, 

would you-the pouring of alcohol on a man's naked body 
and setting fire to it ? 

A. I never heard of it. 
Q. Have you read the evidence of Dr. McKenzie? 
..A.. I think I did at the time; I don't recollect it. 

[By direction of the chairman, the clerk reads from the 
testimony given by Dr. McKenzie at the next previous ses
sion of the Joint Committee. J 



169 

·Q. Would a man die in ten or- fifteen minutes -from ap- · 
oplexy? 
· A. He might die. 

Q. Would you suppose, as a physician, that a man that 
was s~retched up on what they call the stretcher at the 
State Prison-

A. I don't think I ever saw the stretcher. 
Q .. Do you know something about the mode of it? 
A. I have heard it described, but I really don't know. 

much about it. 
Q. You don't know whether that would create a -conges-

t]on of the brain ? 
A. The. stretcher? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. Not knowing what the streteber is, I couldn't· say. · 
Q. W ou1d that mode of stretching a man up by the B.rm~-. 

be likely to cause a nervous shock that would cause a con
gestion? 

A. I think not stretching him up by the arms. 
Q. Have you read, or heard enough of the evidence given 

about the death of Snook, to form any opinion, as a physician, 
of its. cause'? 

JI. I don't know that I can answer that question; I have 
read considerable about it, but, as I said before, not know~ 
jng what the stretcher is, I could hardly answer that ques
tion. 

Dr. PhiH1ps-rrhe description that Dr. McKenzie gave of 
the condition of the brain, found upon the post mortem, was 
that he found chronic meningitis with effusion, and a large 
effusion of serum in the ventricles. 

Q. ·State whether that stretching up would hasten the 
death of a man whose brain showed such evidences of dis
ease? 

.11. The stretching up of a ma,n might hasten his death 
with any disease, if the stretching up is what I have read of. 

Q. Would it necessarily hasten his death? , 
A. Not necessarily ; the man might be diseased, and 

22 
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might be stretched up, and it might not hasten bis death ; 

he might not die. 
Q. If a man died in the stretcher would you not think 

that it would hasten bis death? 

A. If he went from a state of com para ti ve health and died 
there, I would think so. 

Q. If you were called there as a county physician, and · 

found that a man had died under such circumstances, would 
·you feel satisfied without calling an inquest? 

A. If a man had died in that position? 

Q. In that position ; yes, sir. 
A. Why, certainly not. 
Q. Would there be a congestion of the brain in a person 

dying from a nervous shock? 
A. No, sir; not necessarily. 

By Senator Plummer-
Q. You reside in the city of Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are practicing medjcine here? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been practicing? 
A. About twenty-eight years. 
Q. When the question was put to you in regard to the 

stretcher you did not understand it ; I think I understood 
you to say you were once a physician in the prison? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What methods of punishment were practiced at the 

time you were there ? 
. . Q. They had the dungeon, and putting the prisoner on 

bread and water; that was all the punishment that I ever 
saw in the prison. 

: Q. There was no process of drawing them up to the 
ceiling? 

· -A. I never saw anything of that kind. 
Q. Have you heard the allegations that have been made · 

here in relation to this man Snook ? 
.A. I have only learned it through the press, 
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Q. It has been asserted here that on the 28th day of 
December last, this man Snook was gagged and taken into 
the dungeon, ·and there drawn up to a beam, as I understand, 
by a chain, with his feet barely touching the floor; in your 
judgment, could punishment of that kind have caused death 
by congestion of the brain ? 

A. I don't know how it could produce congestion of the 
brain, unless there was some additional punishment besides' 
simply drawing him up from the floor. 

Q. I believe the testimony was that he was not gagged at ' 
the time; -bis feet were touching the floor, as I understand 
it; could it be possible that a man would die from conges
tion of the brain under that kind of treatment? 

A. I suppose it would be within the range of possibility. 
Q. It is further stated that there was thickening of the 

membranes of the brain; could that condition be caused by 
such punishment 'l , 

A. Thickening is a process that is slow; the membranes · 
of the brain don't thicken in fifteen minutes. 

Q. It is further stated that there was a congestion of the • 
pia mater'! 

A. That is one of the coverings of the brain. 
Q. Could that have produced the man's death? 
A. It might have had a connection with it if it was fouud 

so. 
Q. The ventricles were greatly distented with serous 

fluid; could it have been possible that that punishment 
would cause that condition of the brain 'l 

A. I hardly know how to answer that question; other 
things taken in connection with it, I suppose it would have 
been possible. 

Q. Would it have been possible ? 
A. I will simply say it would be probable. 
Q. Taking all these things into consideration, could it 

have been possible that that condition of the brain would 
cause sudden death ? 

A. Which? 
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Q. These various indications that were found in making 
the post·mortem examination? 

A. I don't know how to answer that question; .all thos~ 
things might have tended to sudden death. 

By the Chairman-

.A.. A man that was stretched up in that way, and died in 

that position, would be longer after his death than he was 
.before he was stretched up, would he not'? 

A. I suppose he would; yes, sir. 
Q. What would probably be the difference in his length ·~ 

· A. I don't know; ·per-haps an inch ·Or two: .inches; I 
wouldn't be positive. 

By Mr. Rue-

Q. Is it possjble that the condition hie brain was repre
sented to be in could have been produced qy the punish
ment received, as you have heard it stated~ 

A. I think I have answered that question as clo_sely as 
.. I can ; do yon mean to ask whether it is possible that all 

these things could have been produced by the punishment 1 
Q. Would 1t be a probable result from that sort of pun

ishment, that his brain would have been in the condition 
described by Dr. McKenzie ? · 

A. I don't knmv the description giYen by Dr. McKen
zie? 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. What produced this kinJ of matter which is spoken 
of in the examination~ 

A. What, in the brain ? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. I don't know the condition of the brain. 

B.y Doctor Phillips-

Q. Is a person who is su:ff ering from an epileptic 
paroxysm sensible or insensible to external impressions 1 

A. He is insensible. 



173 

Q. What severe tests have you known to be made use of 
to determine whether a person was suffering from epilepsy 
or only feigning it ·? ' 

A. I don't call to mind any severe tests ; I don't remem
ber of any. 

Q. Do you know anything of the use . of the actual 
cautery, or moxa ? 

A. I have read of those cases ; I don't know that I ever 
read of them as a test; they are used as curative agents for 
nervous diseases. 

Jolm L. Taylor, a witness subprenaed _by order of.the 
Joint Committee, being duly s~orn, testifies .as follows : 

Examined by the Ohairman-

Q. Please give your full name -~ 

A. John L. Taylor. 
Q. Do you reside in 'rrenton? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you a practising physician 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you ever a physician in .the prison ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Under whom? 
A. Under several. 
Q. Were you there under General Mott ? 
A. No, sfr. 
Q. Under Mr. Wilson ? 
A. No, sir; I was there under Yard. 
Q. As long ago as that? 
A. Yes, sir ; I was under Vanderveer, under Walker 

and under Hennion. 
Q. What kind of punishment was used when you were 

in the prison '? 
A. Well, most of the time they used . the dungeon .and 

starvation. 
Q. On bread and water ? 
A. Yes, sir ; chained down. to the floor in their . filth. 



Q. How long~ 
A. As long as a stubborn man would stay there without 

yielding; it might take two or three weeks ; two weeks at 
any rate. 

Q. Have you ever known it to take a month? 
A. I don't know as I have, but a long time, so that I 

would have to order him out even before he yielded. 

By Mr. Parra1nore-

Q. What do you mean by yielding? 
A. The object is to conquer a man- to put him under 

punishment until he comes down and yields. 
Q. Until you break his spirit? 
A. No, sir ; until he promises to do better. 
Q. Did you ever see the stretcher punishment used~ 
A. Yes, sir ; not as they-use it now ; when I was there 

under Walker they had it; Mr. Walker consulted me about 
it, and I approved of it as being a better punishment than 
this lying so long in the dungeon. 

By Senator Plummer-
Q. The punishment used in the prison at the time you 

were there was principally the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were prisoners j nst turned in there loose? 
A. No, sir; chained to the floor. 
Q. Tightly chained to the floor ? 
A. Most of the time so tightly that they couldn't get up 

to ease themselves, but would lie there in filth. 
Q. Had they any employment for the prisoners at that 

time? 
A. 0, yes. 
Q. What kind of employment was there for the prisoners 

at that time ~ 
A. Working in the shops, and in their cells, and in the 

yard. 
Q. In your opinion, placing them in the dungeon did not 

seem to be much punishment? 
A. Yes; it was punishment, but a man that was stubborn 

and wonldn't acknowledge that he bad done wrong would 
stay there all that time rather than to yield; I considered 
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it unhealthy, and I considered it cruel; and when this 
hanging up-we called it hanging up to the wall, we 
didn't call it stretching-hanging at the side of the wall
putting a staple in the ·wall and putting a man's hands 
together and stretching them up; I don't know whether he 
stood :flat on his feet or not ; I think not ; I think they 
raised him up a little; it was painful; men would ask to 
get down, and then they wonld go to work. 

Q. What kind of employment had they in the prison ~ 
.A. Shoemaking, weaving and chairmaking. 
Q. Did not their holding out so long in the dungeon 

indicate that they preferred being there rather than in the 
workshop? • 

A. No, sir; that didn't follow, I guess; a stubborn man 
will stay a good while in the dungeon, where he is very 
uncomfortable, rather than give up and acknowledge and 
promise to behave himself; that is my experience of those 
kind of men. 

By Dr. Phillips-

Q. When was that hanging up to the wall adopted? 
A. In the fore part of Mr. Walker's time, I think. 
Q. Did you consider it a severe punishment? 
A.. We didn't consider it a very severe punishment; his 

head was up against the wa1l, and he wonld pretty soon ask 
to get down. 

Q. What is a dungeon ? 
.A. The dungeon is the ordinary cell made perfectly dark. 
Q. Is it upstairs or down ? 
.A. Upstairs. 
Q. Is the floor of wood or of stone? 
A. Wooden floor-just like the cells, only perfectly dark. 

By State Prfaon Keeper Mott-

Q. How long have you seen men kept up in that position? 
A. Not over fifteen or twenty minutes, as far as I know; 

I wasn't there always. 
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John K. Rogers, a witness subpamaed by order of th8 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examjned by the Ohairman

Q. Where do you live ? 
.A. My residence is Princeton; but I am here all the 

time in connection with the duties of my office. 
Q. YOU are chaplain of the prison ? 
.A. "Moral Instructor," sir, is the title. 
Q. Have you read the resolution under which we are 

actjng? 
A. I think I have, sir, in the papers; I haven't attended 

any of these meetings, but I think I understand the purport . 
[lDy dfrection of the chairman the clerk read the resolu

tion.] 
Q. Can you give this committee any jnformation in 

regard to the punishment practiced there ? 
A. My relatjon to the prisoners, as a matter of course, 

doesn't make me familiar, except incidentally, with the 
modes of punishment; I have, in passing and repassing 
through the prison, particularly through the centre, I have 
seen men often ordered there for reprimand or judgment 
or punishment; I have, I think, in the five months
between five and six months that I have been there-I 
remember to have seen men twice with a handkerchief or 
something tied over their eyes in addition to standing in 
front of the wall, which seems to be the comm.on penalty 
for all light offences-standing there for a greater or less 
length of time ; I think in that time, in passing and repass
ing, I have seen two with a bandage-a handkercief-over 
the eyes; and one man, and possibly two, I don't remem
ber distinctly, but one with a gag in his mouth standing in · 
the centre; with regard to . the other punishment, I only 
know that men are ordered there for punishment ; I have 
seen them going and coming from there ; I never looked in 
the dungeons ; they are generally locked ; my business is 
in the hall, in which these dungeons are, distributing books 
-that is on week days ; during the time that I have been 
engaged in that hall, which is once in every two weeks, I · 
have seen men brought in there, and have seen the same 
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men taken out in the course of ten, or, perhaps, fifteen 
minutes. 

Q. Did you hear any noise from the dungeons? 
A. I have very seldom, sir, heard any noise; on that day 

that I particularly remember, there was a man taken: out 
whom I did not see taken in; I heard him call and I saw 
the keeper go immediately and march him out to the shop ; 
I saw another man that day brought in there; while I was 
going to the cells in· that neighborhood I heard the same 
man call out, and I saw the keeper going and taking him 
out; I never heard anything like a continuous outcry, 
except on one occasion, on a Sabbath; I think ; the mar
shal of the prison, I think, was going to the cell with him, 
and coming from. it I did what I seldom do ; I asked the 
question as to what was the matter with him ; and he told 
me that he was drunk-that he had got in possession of 
alcohol used for some mechanical purpose ; and he was 
very abusiv.e ; I heard him calling out occasionally. 

Q. How often do you visit the prison? 
A. I am there every day, with the exception of one day 

in the week, and frequently on that day; I.go home in 
the afternoon a.nd back in the morning ; I don't remember 
to have seen but one man with a gag in his mouth; I don't 
say that more than one may not have been there ; they may 
have been in the dungeon; I possibly may have seen two; 
I remember one distinctly. 
' Q. Did you ever see the hose punishment inflicted? 

A. I didn't know there was such a thing; I never heard 
of it till I saw it in the papers. . 

Q. You have stated about all yon have ever seen of pun
ishments there, have you? 

A. That is all I have ever seen; my knowledge of it is 
incidental, in the way of hearing the men speak of it; the 
men regard me in some sense as not standing in the same 
relation to them, in the way of discipline, as others ; I 
have heard them allude to punishment; but it is always 
in asking as to the loss of time; they always appeared to 
be anxious about the time they woukl lose, rather than 
anything else. 

. 23 
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• Q. Your duty as moral instructor ,gives you froo inter-

course with the prisoners ~ 
A. Yes, sir; entirely free to talk to prisoners at -any 

time. 
Q. No hindrance from the keepers~ 
A. No, sir ; not the slightest. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did this gag appear to irrfiict much suffering on the 
man that you saw 1 

A. He gave no evidence of it ; he was standing with his 
!ace to the wall, as men frequently are who are in the 
centre for punishment; I saw no evidence other than the 
fact that he was standing there with the gag in his mouth, 
and that attracted my attention; I have seen men there 
with something over their eyes two or three times. 

l3y the Ohairman-

Q. In your intercourse with prisoners, as moral instructor, 
is there much complaint from prisoners of the mode of 
punishment practiced there 1 

A. I have never heard, sir, any direct complaint as to 
punishment; and the allusion to it has always been, so far 
as I am concerned, this question of the loss of time; and I 
always took occasion to ask them, particularly if they were 
young men, why they lost time at all by being punished, 
and it is variously answered; one man will tell me that he 
was young when he came there, and foolish, and that he 
hasn't lost any time for the last two or three years; but that 
be lost it when he first came there ; another one would say 
that he couldn't help talking to his companions in the shop 
when he was with them . 

. Q. Is the complaint as to the severity of the punishment, 
or of what they are punished fod 

.A. They don't complain -to me; no, ~ir; I have never 
heard a wotd of complaint. 

·Q. As moral instructor, they would be apt to complain 
to you, would they not 1 

A. Well, sir, they might ; I don't think . it is consistent . 
with discipline for me tQ encourage men to speak about the 
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officers ; but at the same time they would naturally some~ 
times do it, I presume. 

Q. Having free intercaurse wlth them as moral insJructor, 
they would be apt to make complaints to you? . 

A. It would seem to be natural that they should ; I hav~ 
wondered that they talked more about the lost time, tbau 
the pu~1ishment. 

Q. Yon mean the time deducted from the sentences? 
A. Yes, sir; the time that would be deducted for their 

commutation. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Do you think that the punishments that you have. 
see~ during the time that you have been there, were cruel~ 

.A. Certainly nothing that I have seen; I have no means. 
for.ther of judging than as they report to me; I have no 
doubt that the punishment is often severe, but I have not 
been in the habit of regarding anything as cruel that was 
necessary to enforce obedience; I have no doubt that 
oftentimes it is severe, but not from any personal knowl
edge nor any complaint they have made to me; I suppose 
it is necessary to enforce obedience; I am not experienced 
enough iµ the management of a prison to know how far it 
is essential; I have no question it is absolutely essential to 
be exceedingly strict, and the presumption is that severity 
is necessary to enforcement of strict discipline; I happen 
to know that the discipline is very strict with regard tQ th~ 

officers of the prison, whatever it is with regard to the 
men; the accountability of the officer is exceedingly strict, 
and I know that every little point in discipline is looked 
after with respect to all the officers, and I suppose it is so 
with the men as well. 

Q. You never were chaplain in any other prison 1 
A. No, sir; I have no knowledge nor experience other 

than for six months in this particular prison ; I know I 
have observed the feeding, and the cleanliness of the cell1:1, 
and other things that contribute to the health and comfort 
@f the men ; and my business is to do all that I can to 
gratify them, in the way of giving them books, a,nd writing 
materials, an~ everything of that sort, which I do; and I 
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hay~ encot1ragement to do that to the fullest possible extent, 
which I do. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. During the time that · you have been in the prison 
hav.e any cruel punishments come to your knowledge~ . 

A. I have never imagined that the pris~ners were 
treated cruelly, though, as I have already remarked, I' 
know very little specifically with regard to the method of 
punishment dealt out to any crime, but the impression 
made upon my mind was that it was never extended 
beyond the necessity of enforcing obedience, and I have -
never heard a word of complaint on that score from any 
prisoner; I have heard the Court of Pardons very much 
abused, and others; in one case, and only one, I heard a 
deputy spoken of harshly by a man who was in the hospi
tai, where I go every day, but I have never heard any 
complaint of the discipline of the prison by any man. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. You don't know anything about the different methods· ' 
of punishments more than what you have seen there 
casually~ 

A. In passing casually; yes, sir; in other words, it is a · 
mere matter of what I have heard; I don't inquire i,nto 
that, because my sphere is a different one. 

By Mr. Rue-

Q. What seemed to be the condition of these mer1 as 
they went from the place of punishment, where they had 
beell' stretched up~ did they show any visible effects of the : 
punishment ~ 

A. I could only see them walking along the gallery out 
towards the shops. 

Q. Would you have known from their appearance, or . 
from any outward manifestations, that they had been . 
punished, if you had not seen them going in there~ 

A. Not from any indication that I have noticed; I sup
pose, as it has been testified, that the hands or arms are 
more _affected by it; I may not have noticed that; the.y 
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walked promptly out in the diredion of the shops ; but I 
don't know anything further. 

Charles M. Riley, a witness heretofore sworn before the 
Joint Committee, being recalled, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairrnan-

Q. I thought I had asked you the question when you . 
called before ; you were the first man called by the marshal 
·when this man Snook ''ras found <lead ? 

A.: Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you report to Dr. Phillips ? 
A. No, sir ; I reported to General Mott, and after that 

Dr. Phillips came there and examined the body. 
Q. Did Dr. Phillips come there while the body was still 

in the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you tell Dr. Philiips that you found him dead on 

the stretcher ? 
A. No, s~r; I didn't find him <lead there. 
Q. Did you tell him he was found there ? 
A. I don't know that I made any remarks aLout that, 

because the man was lying just where I saw him, on the . 
floor, on his back. 

Q. Did the marshal tell you that Snook was dead when. 
he came? 

A. He told me he believed he was; he told me to come 
and see him ; he said, "I believe he is <lead." 

Q.. Y. OU don't know whether he told Dr. Phillips that or 
not? , 

A. No, sir ; I don't know that he stated anything about 
it, because Dr. Phillips came there an<l looke<l at the body 
while it was in the <lunge-on. 

-~-:- . 

By 'Senator Plummer-

Q. You have a N~~ollection of the death of Snook on the 
mo1~nihg o:f the 28th of December? 

A. I have, sir. 
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Q. Have you any knowledge of the county physician:,, 
Dr. McKenzie, having put in his appearance for the pur
ppse of taking charge of the dead body~ 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there any message conveyed to Dr. McKenzie, 

through you, to any person ? 
A. By order of Dr. Phillips, or General Mott, I notified 

Dr. McKenzie of the case of a death there. 
Q. What were the terms used, or the idea intern.led to be 

conveyed, to Dr. McKenzie? 
A. I didn't notify Dr. McKenzie of Snook's death. 
Q. Did Dr. Phillips give you any instructions in regard 

to Snook's death or his burial? 
A. Not that I am aware of, sir. 
Q. Did Dr. Phillips tell you to inform Dr. McKenzie 

that this man had been punished 1 
A. He did not, sir. 
Q. Were you present when Dr. Phillips notified him in 

person? 
A.' Part of the time. 
Q. Did you hear the words pass from Dr. Phillips to 

Dr._ McKenzie that this man had been punished ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you in any instance prescribed, or used, or 

ca.used to be used, any such article as is called " fire water r'· 
A. No, Sir; I don't know what that is; we have ::i, pre

paration that we give the men~ 
Q. What is that composed of that you substitute for 

"fire water r' 
A. This preparation that I speak of is a preparation of 

capsicum, and ginger, and chloric ether ; and lavend~r, 
sometimes. 

Q. What is the object of it? 
A. It is only given in the case of cramps, and colic1t, 

and pains like that, that might occur during the night ? 
Q. It is not given to stupefy a man, or anything Qf th~ 

kind? . . . 

A. Well, there is nq ingreditmt in it that would have. , 
that effect. 
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Q. What would you consider a dose? 
A. A dose is a teaspoonful ; the directions are very 

plain-a teaspoonful with a little water; I have never 
.given it unless I have diluted it with three or four parts 
of water. 

Q. Suppose you were to give more than that, what 
would be the result ? 

A. Well, one, or two, or three, wouldn't have a very 
injurious effect; ·it is a stimulant; the stimulating effect 
would be the worst effect it would have. 

Q. It would cause a man to get drunk, would it not? 
A. Enough of it would, yes, sir. 
Q. Suppose you were to give him a full tumblerful, 

what would be the effect? 
A. It would have the same effect as that quantity of 

whisky, perhaps. 
Q. It wouldn't produce any serious result? 
A. I wouldn't like to give it in that dose; I never knew 

it to be prescribed in such a quantity as that. 
Q. Is it possible that it would be dangerous ? 
A. It is not considered safe to give an over-dose of 

anything; that would be considered very much of an over
dose. 

Q. Were you present when Doctor Phillips first came to 
see Snook after he was dead ? 

A. I was in the cell when he first came there; he came 
directly to the cell. 

Q. You were there when the county physician came 
also? 

A. I met him in the dispensary first, some time afterward. 
Q. You didn't go with him to the cell where Snook was ~ 
A. The county physician met Doctor Phillips in the 

dispensary. . 
·Q. Did you go with them to the cell? 
A. The body had been removed then to the hospital ; I 

went there before they did ; I .got the body and prepared 
it for examination. 

Q. Do you remember the conversation between Doctor 
Phillips and the county physician ? 

A. I remember th~ first :part of it ; I didn't hear it all, 
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Q. Had it" . any allusion in regard to the manner of 
Snook's death? 
' A. Doctor MeKenzie was going into the hospital, and 
Doctor Phillips said to him, "I want to tell you something 
about this case before you go in there; this man has been 
undergoing punishment." 

Q. Was that all that was said ? 
A. I left then. 

William Budd Deacon, a witness heretofore sworn 
before the Joint Committee, beihg recalled, testifies as 
follows : 

Examined by Senator P.i.ummer-

Q. _Do you remember the resolution that was offered in 
the lower house on the subject of members being refused 
admission to the State Prison? 

A. I remember offering the resolution, but I can't reniem-
ber the whole of it now, exactly, word for word. 

Q. Are yon a member of the legislature? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where do you reside? 
A. I reside at Mount Holly~ New Jersey. 
Q. What is your business? 
A. I am practising law. 
Q. Have you ever held any office of trm:;t in this state? 
A. Yes, sir; several of them. 
Q. What offices of trust have yon held '? 

A. I was United States marshal for one year ; I was also 
internal revenue collector for the county of Burlington. 

Q. Have you visited the New J e1·sey State Prison since 
you have been a member of the New Jersey Legislature? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you visited it previous to your being a member 

of the Legislature ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have yon any reason to believe, of your own knowl

~dge or from knowledge or iI}forruatioll t4at you h~ve 
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received from others, that there has been any violation Of 
the lawon the part of the prison authorities, and if so, by 
whom? 

A. The only information that I ham had has been given 
to this committee. 

Q. Did yon introduce the resolution into the House? 
A. I did, sir. 
Q. [Producing papers]-There seems to be a resolution 

here that bears your name ; were you the author of that? 
A. Yes, sir; I presented it to the House; I believe that 

is the resolution. 
Q. What induced you to offer that resolution ? 
A. After I was sworn as a member of the Legislature I 

desired to visit the State Prison to see a prisoner; I applied 
to the keeper for leav.e to visit the prisoner in his cell, 
and I was told that I could visit the cell, but not to have 
any conversation with the prisoner. 

Q. You differed from him somewhat on that point, did 
yon? 

.A.. I thought that I had a right to see him . by virtue of 
the law. 

Q. What do you conceive to be yonr privilege in the 
prison, as a man learned in the law, as well as by virtue of 
your office? 

A. Previous to making the req nest I examined the act of 
1876, and I so construed it that it gave me that privilege, 
as a member of the legislature, to visit the prison and con
verse with the prisoners. 

Q. Can yon explain to us iu any way what authority you 
had for making this request? 

A. [Producing book.]--These are the laws of 1876; on 
page 259; Article VIII., under the heading of" Visitors," I 
find that [Witness reads from the laws of 1870, and con
tinues]-it was under that artide of the act of '76, that I 
claimed that I had a right to visit the State Prison and con
verse with the prisoners. 

Q. You claim that it was a violation of the law to ~efuse 
you that right? 

A. I claim that I have the rjght, with other members of 
24 

,· 
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the legislature, to visit the prison and speak to prisoners; I 
think that is the intention and spirit of the act. 

Q. From your interpretation of the law, do you consider 
the nse of the boot-heel gag, or burning a man with alco
hol, or stretching a man in this stretcher, a violation of the 
law under the act? 

A. I can read the section that refers to the punishment 
to be permitted in the State Prison, if the committee desire 
it; if you want my private opinion I can give it. but I 
want the committee to understand that I make no charges, 
as I stated the other day, against General Mott, of cruelty 
to prisoners; from my own knowledge I know nothing. 
of it. 

Ey Mr. Sykes-

Q. Visit,ing a prisoner and conversing with him is cus
tomarily done in the presence of the keeper, jg it not? So 
far as my knowledge goes, it is. 

A. I don't know, sir, what the understanding is. 
Q. Is it your understanding that you have a right to 

converse with a prisoner aloue in his cell? 
A. My understanding of the law is that the official 

visitors have the right to visit the prison, or any part of it, 
and, if they see proper, to converse with the prisoners. 

Q. To converse with them in the cells without any per
son bei11g present? 

A. I think so ; yes, sir. 
Mr. Sykes-I don't know :vhat the rule is; there is an 

undoubted right to con verse with them in the presence of 
a keeper, but my understanding has been that persons 
have no right to do so without the keeper being present; 
I don't know that I am right, I merely ask for information. 

Witness-I am only speaking from the law, not from 
what the custom is. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. You stated here the other night that you were 
rnfnsed admission to the prison by General Mott? 

A. Yes, sir; -after I was a member of the legislature. 
Q. Did you visit the prison? 
A. No, sir, 
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Q. Where did he refuse you, then ~ 
A. On the street; I told him I was goiug down to the 

prison. 
Q. What did you state to General Mott at that time? 
A; I gave the committee that conversation the other 

night; I may not be able to give the exact language. 
Q. What do you desire to state to night before the com

mittee? 
A. The committee, when I was on . the stand before, 

a~ked me to give my views of the law, and I said I was 
not at .,that time ·prepared to do it, but I would at some 
future occasion ; and then, I think, the chairman said to 
me that the committee woul::l call f()r me on some future 
occasion. 

Q. Have you given all you wish to give on the subject~ 
A. I haven't given my reasons for construing the law as 

I do ; I can do so shortly. 
Q. Let us have your reasons~ 
A. The act is an act entitled "An act for the government 

and regulation of the State Prison;" and I conclude from 
that that when the legislature passed a law they intended to 
enact just what the title of it designated, to govern and regu
late the State Prison ; the act itself, if the committee will 
r·ead it over, will be found to designate and set forth exactly 
what the rights of official visitors shall be: "They shall 
have a right to visit the prison ;" the duties of the prison 
keeper and the inspectors are set forth, and in fact the law 
defines what shall be the govermnent, particularly, of the 
State Prison ; not only the government of it, but who the 
officers shall be, the kiud of punishment which shall be 
inflicted there, and I take it that it was intended to meet 
all the requirements that were necessary for the government 
of the institution, and to regulate those who have charge 
of it, and define what their duties should be; in my judg
ment the article that I have just read, defining who shall be 
official visitors, and stating that they may at any time visit 
the State Prison, means, not that they shall merely go there 
out of curiosity, but designating them as "official visitors," 
that they go there in their official capacity, for the very 
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purpose of inquiring, not only as to the mam1gemept of the 
prison, but as to the health and condition of the pri~one.r~. 

·By Se·nator Hendrickson-

Q. What was your object in desiring to visit the pri&on 
at that time ? 

A. I wanted to go there to inquire about a man's health, 
and to ·talk generally with him. 

By the Ohafrmail-

Q. We understand you to hold that you had ~ . pe1~foc.t. 
right to go there and talk to any prison~r -wit4ou.t:. t:h~ 
presence of a keeper ? 

A. Well, with or witho1it. 
Q. In the cell ? 
~· Yes, sir; and I will give, if ~he committe.~ wi.Hallow 

·m·e, my reasons. 
Q. I want you to state how you construe the law in that 

way. 
A. The legislature has designated certain persons to be 

official visit~rs ; the spirit and intention of the law was· tha~. 
tl}ey shall" go there in their official capacity for the purpos.e. 

·of inquiring into the management of the prison and also 
into the condition and treatment of the prisoners ; and for 
this reason_:_that the persons who are designated are the. 
very officers who, by virtue of their office, come directly in 
contact with the prisoner or prison keeper ; my reason for 
saying this ·is that, among the official '\Tisi tors, the committee 
will notice the first person that they designate is--

Q. We concede your right to construct the la:w, but wh4t_ 
•we want to get at are your grievances. 

A. There is no other grievance than what I have stated 
to the committee-that the prison keeper refused to admjj; 
me as an official visitor to the State Prison, stating that. 
under this law I had only a right to visit the cells, but I 
had no right to speak to a prisoner ; I hold that the inten
\ion of the law in saying that official visitors shall have the 
right to visit the cells, and the keeper shall give them, 
every facility, was that they should go there for some. 
purpose other than looking at the cells ; the prisoners are 
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confined in the cells, and the intention of the law is that 
while visiting the cells they shall have the right to exercise. 
their discretion about talking with the prisoners. 

Q. General Mott denied you that right because he' 
thought the law did not give iti to you 1 

A. That is all the difference there is between us; and I 
offered the resolution to the House for the very purpose 
of getting an expression from the members of the House 
as to what they deemed to be their rights under the law; 

. and the House referred it to this committee to report. 
The Chairman-As I understand it, you desire the com

mittee to report upon the construction of the laws·; iS.· not 
that a question for the attorney-general ~ 

Witness-That was not my fault; my object was for the. 
House to declare by resolution that they had a right to visit 
.the State Prison, and to converse with the prisoners. 

Q_. Was the right to converse with the prisoners in the 
~entre, or with a keeper, refused you~ 

.A. No, sir; not whenever I made application. 
Q. ·when the question of that act came up with General 

Mott, did he give any reason why he refused you~ 
A. He did; he said he knew that I was a member, and 

a.n official visitor, but the law didn't give the official visitor 
. a right to speak to the prisoners in their cells. 

The Chairman-I think we had better refer this question 
to the attorney general ; if you desire to give us your con
struction of the law, do so. 

'Vitness-I haven't given it entirely. 
The Chairman-Well, go on, sir. 
""\V"itness-I will give the reason I believed official 

visitors had that right; the law designated the governor,. 
the person who nominated the keeper, as an official visitor; 
the senate, as one branch of the legislature, has the con
firming po1ver ; and I believe it was the intention or the 
law to make them official visitors, in order that they 
might become apquainted not only with the prison and the 
treatment of the prisoners, but that they might be better 
able, the governor to nominate and the senate to confirm, a 
._suitable man for that position ; and the legislature were 
made official visitors to legislate intelligently in the matter ; 
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the intention of embracing both the Senate and the House 
was for the very purpose of having them visit the institu
tion and inquire into the treatment of the prisoners, and 
determine what legislation would be necessary, not only for 
the interest of the State, but also for the best interest of 
the prisoners. The law also designates as official visitors 
the chancellor and the six judges of the Court of Errors 
and Appeals, who have the pardoning power. In order 
for them to exercise it properly it is deemed necessary for 
them also to obtain information from the prisoners; and I 
believe, too, that it was the intention of the legislature by 
this law, by creating those official visitors, that they should 
be able to acquire this information themselves, by giving 
them the right to go there, so that they can obtain that 
information otherwise than through the keeper and his 
deputies ; I am also confirmed in that opinion by the fact 
that the last part of that section of the law declares that 
the board of inspectors shall make such rules and regula
tions, and give the keaper such authority respecting the 
admission of "other visitors," as they shall deem proper ; 
that the law forbids the inspectors to make any rules to 
govern official visitors or to curtail their privileges. 

Q. Do you knmy anything about rules being made by 
the inspectors ? 

A. No, sir; I only say that is the law, that they shall 
make rules and regulations for the government of the 
keeper and of visitors other than official visitors ; that it 
gives the official visitors the right to go there, and that 
right is not to be curtailed in any way by the board of 
inspectors, although it appears that the board of inspector8 
have the sole power to make rules and regulations for the 
government of the prison and of the keeper, and it is his 
duty to carry them out. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Suppose the board of inspectors did make a rule that 
no person should hold any conversation with a prisoner 
except in the presence of a keeper, would it be right for 
the prison keeper to carry out that rule ? 

..A. Under the law the board of inspectors have no right , 
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to make any rules affecting the official visitors; the law 
says they shall make such rules and regulations and give 
the keeper .such authority respecting the admission of other 
visitors than official visitors ; it particularly excepts them ; 
it provides that the inspectors shall make no rules as to 
them. 

Mr. Sykes- I don't understand that it prohibits them 
exactly from making .such rules ; I don't put that construc
tion upon it. 

\Vitness- I also claim that the official visitors are sworn 
officers of the law, and they would be held responsible for 
their conduct while in the prison; that article V., section 11, 
of the constitution, says : " That the governor and all 
other civil officers under this State sha11 be liable to 
impeachment for misdemeanor in office during their con
tinuance in office, and for two years thereafter ;" I claim 
that they go in their official capacity when they go as 
official visitors; and being sworn officers of the law, they 
can be held responsible for their conduct if any of them 
abuse that privilege which this law confers upon them ; I 
don't know that I care to give my 'riews any further. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Did I not tell you that you could see Mr. Sooy if he 
desired to see you ? 

.A. I desire to say one thing to this committee : the 
other night when I was on the stand I consented to answer 
any questions that the General asked me; when he pre
sented those questio~s I gave him fair and gentlemanly 
answers, while he made some replies that I considered 
ungentlemanly after I had answered his questions ; if the 
committee will ask me any questions that he may suggest 
I will answer the committee. 

The Chairman-That is certainly a fair question. 
Witness-I desire to explain why I say this; I think the 

committee will bear me out that when, I answered 
questions, the gentleman insinuated that what I said was 
not so, and said, " We will see about that ;" I consider that 
that is not courteous or gentlemanly conduct toward a 
witness on the stand. 
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Q. The question General Mott asked you was whether 
he did not say that you could see the prisoner there ? 

A. Yes, sir; he did say that I could see the pris::mer, but 
not in his cell; General Mott, to my knowledge, has nevet, 
but on two occasions that I spoke to him, refused me per
mission to see a prisoner in the centre ; but I desire to say 
that I admit that any request I made of him before I was 
a member of the legislature he had a perfect right to 
refuse; it is only his refusal since I have been a member of 
the legislature that I except to. 

Q. Did he offer to let you have a conversation with this 
prisoner when you made the application to him in the 
street? 

A. Yes, sir; I did not ask to see him in the centre; 
General Mott did not object to my seeing him in the centre; 
I don't remember that he said I could see him there ; but 
he either said that or conveyed that idea to me; I under
stood that I could see. him there. 

Q. Did he not tell you that you could see the prisonei" in 
the centre ? 

A. I don't think he said so ; I may be mistaken about 
that, but h~ certainly . conveyed that impression to me
that I could see him in the centr~. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Did you wish to see the prisoner on official business 
or private business~ 

A. I will give my answer to the committee; I desired 
to see that person to ask him the condition of his health, 
how he was, and to talk to him generally. 

Q. Did you not want to see him on private business~ 
A. [Addressing the Chairman,] Senator Moore, I did 

not want to see him on private business . at all- not any
thing private. 

Q. You resigned a clerkship in the treasurer's office, a 
short time before I became treasurer ? 

A. I decline to answer such questions as those, . as they 
don't pertain to this matter. 
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State Prison Keeper Mott- I desire to show the animus 
of the witness. 

Witness-All I will say to this committee is that I have 
no ill feelings against General · Mott, nor never had ; and 
he cannot say anything of the kind; if he desires to ask 
me questions about my private affairs, I will ask .the com
mittee's permission to ask him some questions as to his 
military record and management. 

State Prison Keeper Mott-You are welcome to do so. 
Witness-I think this: I think that these questions have 

nothing to do with this matter, and I shall decline to 
answer them unless Mr. Mott is going into all my private 
affairs; I will say to General Mott that if at any suitab1~ 
time he desires to ask me any questions about my private 
affairs, I will answer them. 

On motion, the Committee then adjourned till Tuesday, 
February 19th, 18'78, at half-past seven o'clock in the even
ing, at the same place. 

At which time and place the Joint Committee met pur
suant to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. M0ore, Hendrickson and Plum
mer, members of the Joint Committee on the part of the 
Senate, ,~and Hon. Messrs. Sykes, Parramore, Pancoast, 
Rue and Malone, members of the Joint Committee on the 
part of the Honse of Assembly . 

. Theodore Horn, a witness subprenaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by)he Chairman- . 
Q. Please give your full name and residence~ 
A. Theodore Horn, Newark. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State 

Prison? 
A. I am one of the inspectors. 
Q. How long have you been an inspector? 
A. Since, I think it was, the ~2d of May,)876. 

25 
' ; 
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Q. Are yon an acting inspector~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How often do you visit the prison ~ 
A. Two or three times a month. 
·Q. What is meant by "acting inspector '~" what is your 

duty :as ·an acting inspector ? 
A. My duty as acting inspector is that I have to make 

regular visits. 
Q. Do you have to do anything else besides making 

regular visits ? 
A. The other duties are common with the other inspec

tors; the acting inspectors have special du.ties, to investi
gate the affairs of the prison once a week. 

Q. As acting inspectors, have you made any rules and 
regulations for the government of the prison~ 
· A. No more than the faw prescribes. 

Q. Have you made what the law prescribes? 
A. We have tried to conform to the law. 
Q. Can you tell us what rules you have made? 
A. As acting inspector? 
Q. As acting inspector or as a board of inspectors ? 

· ...&. Y,es, sir. 
Q. Have you them with you ? 
A. I have not. 
Q. Have you got the rules they have made at the prison? 
A. I suppose so. . 
Q. Don't you know ~ 
A. We don't meet anywhere else but in the prison. 
Q. The law says that you shall make rules for the gov

~rmnent of th~ prison; have yon ever made any? 
A. I think we have, on the first meeting; when we 

organized. 
Q. Did you ever m,ake any regarding the punishment of 

prisoners? 
A. No; not specially; that is provided by law. 
Q. Did you ever read this law~ 
A. Yes:; sir. 
Q. This law says that you shall make rules as a board of 

inspectors and furnish them to the keeper ; can you tell ·us 
any rules tlu~t you hav:e made? 



A. The rules have been made nearly two years ago; ! 
can't remember every item. 

Q. Do you know ~nything with regard to the punish
ment of the prisoners? 

A. No more than the records we find in the book kept 
for that purpose. 

Q. You don't know what mode of punishment is, admin -
istered to the prisoners ? 

A. No more than what we find in that book. 
Q. What book is that? 
A. That book is a book where the name is entered, his 

behavior, time of service, good time, the times he has been 
punished, and for what; it is a reco11d kept for that purpose. 

Q. Do you examine that book every time you go down 
there? 

A_. We examine that once a month, at the regular me.et
ings of the board of inspectors. -
.. Q. Did the keeper ever make application to you for per- . 
mission to give any further punishment than the law. allows ·~ 

A. He has not. 
Q. Then you have never granted him any permission to 

make any further punishment than what this law of 18,76 
permits? 

A. I have not. 
Q. Were you acquainted with the pri~on discipline. before 

you went there as an inspector? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You never acted as inspector before?
A. No, sir. 
Q. Is it customary with you as inspector, when you go 

there, to have prisoners to enter any complaints to you ? 
A. Well, I don't know exactly how to answer that. 
Q. When you go these as an inspector, do the prisoners 

ever send to you desiring to enter a complaint at_ all i 
A. They have done so. 
Q. Is it a frequent occurrenc.e ? 
A. Not lately. 
Q. How long since it has been ? 
A. I think the last that sent for me was abouts.ix monthii 

ago, as. far as I can rec.ollect. 
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. Q. Can yon tell this committee whether . you have ever 
had a prisoner send to yon to make a complaint~ 

A.' It has frequently happened ; I can't tell how many 
times. · · 

Q. Not within six months ~ 
A. Not lately. 
Q. Do yon remember any of the complaints that were 

entered? 
A. It was not exactly complaints, but other matters; for 

instance, a fellow sent to see if he couldn't be pardoned 
ont; matters of this kind-various reasons. 

· Q. Did a prisoner ever send to yon and wish to make a 
statement to yon that he had been unusually or cruelly 
punished? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you understand that it is one of your duties as 

inspector to receive complaints from prisoners at any time ? 
A. Yes, sir. , 
Q. Do you know any reason why they haven't made 

any? 
A. I do not: 
Q. Did you ever see any prisoner punished. 
A. I did not. 
Q. Did you ever see one with a gag in his mouth~ 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. Have you seen, as inspector, those stretchers in the 

dungeons? 
A. I have seen them; yes, sir. 
Q. How do you keep your report there as inspector ~ 

Do you have a clerk? 
A. One of the board of inspectors acts as secretary of 

the board. 
Q. He keeps the minutes of your meeting 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does he do that, also, as one of your acting 

inspectors, or do you not have any minutes of their pro
ceedings? 

A. We have no record ·of that; we make a report to the 
board at the regular board meeting of what we have found 
during the month at our inspections as acting inspectors~ 
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By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Has there been any impediment thrown in the way 
of your duty by the keeper or his officers ? 

A. There has not . 
. Q. Have the men made any complaints of the care taken 

for their health and their general care ? 
A. I cannot say that they complained; I know that 

some of them hav-e talked 'and said that the eatables has 
not been in one way as good as others-a piece of meat, for 
instance-but there has been no complaints. 
· Q. If they had been outside of the prison, would it not 

have been about the same way ? 
A. I suppose so. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Did your board of inspectors have any confer~::rne 
about punishments? . 

.A. We never heard of any further punishment than the 
one entered in the book of records ; there is a record kept 
in the prison of every prisoner, where he comes from, how 
lorig he is to stay, and why he has been punished, and how 
he has been punished, and we found a record of these; and 
these records are not contrary to the law. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. Do you find any record in your book where prisoners 
. had been put in tl~e stretcher? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Is there any record that you have seen of where. they 

had the gag in their mouths. 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What is entered on the record ? 
A. "Dark cell;" "dark cell, in irons;" that's all. 

By Senator Plummer. 

Q. What modes of punishment, according to your know
ledge of the law, does it permit the keeper of the prison 
to enforce ? 

A. The law says that no prisoner shall be punished by 
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the keeper any other way than for six clays in the dark cell 
on bread and water. 

Q. Then any further punishment than that would be 
contrary to the spirit of the law, according to your inter
pretation of the law? 

A. Yes, sir ; for further punishment he would be 
required to report to one of the acting inspectors. 

Q. Do you know of any other modes of punishment that. 
have been used there? . 

A. I do not. 
Q. Was it not your privilege and duty to know 'if there 

were any other modes of punishment.? 
A. I haven't found any. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

. Q. Did you never see any record of any other punish
ment? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. You inspectors never consulted in regard to inflicting 

punishments other than in the dungeon ? 
A. We haven't a record of any other punishments, and. 

we didn't know of any other ; and we have been very 
careful to investigate the matter; last summer, when we. 
had some complaints through the newspapers, as you wm 
remember, I suppose-I think in August or July-when 
the newspapers had some account of cruelties, and we 
couldn't find out anything. 

Q. Did yon investigate the matter? 
A. Yes, sir; we investigated it in our board; and I, for 

one, took great pains to come at the bottom of it ; and I 
never could find any that had been punished in any oth~f · 

way than what we found on the record. 
Q. What kind of investigation did you adopt? 
A. I asked the prisoners. 
Q. You didn't find one that had been punished in any 

other way? 
.A. I couldn't: find one. 
Q. Have you looked in the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir; I have seen it. 
Q. Did you ever see what they call tlie stretche~ there 1 
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A. I have to say that I only saw that stretcher the first 
time to-day ; I never knew what the stretcher was- that 
that was a stretcher- how it was used. 

Q. Is it not part of your duty to look at the cells and 
those dungeons, every two or three weeks? 

A. I don't think that it is possible for an inspector to 
examine all the cells. 

Q. Didn't you have curiosity enough to examine one of 
those dungeons? 

A. I never came across it ; I went there to~day and asked 
to see the stretcher. · · 

Q. You were an inspector of that State Prison for two 
years; do you tell us that you never examined the dun
geons where those stretchers were kept ? 

A. I didn't know what the stretcher was. 
Q. Did you ever examine these dungeons ? 
.A. Yes, sir; I have been in before. 
Q. Did you not see the rope ·stretched up there. 
A. Well, yes. 
Q. Did you not ask what it was for ? 
A. Well, no; everybody can see it. 
Q. I should suppose that if you were in the dungeon 

you would have curiosity enough to ask what the rope was 
stretched up there for, when you were an inspector, whose 
duty it is to look after the welfare and the punishment of 

· the prisoners ; did you ever ask ? 
·· A. Not exactly ; I thought I knew myself. 

Q. What did you think it was for? 
.A. It was for hanging a man up. 
Q. Is that one of the modes of punishment directed by 

your rules-hanging a man up there? 
.A. Certainly not. 
Q. How long since you found that out ·1 

A. 'That they hang them up ? 
Q. Tfiat they hang them up? 
.A. To-day. 
Q. When you visited the prison as inspector did you 

never find out before to-day that there was a rope in those 
dungeons with which to string a man up? 

.A. It is partly a rope and partly a chair. 
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· Q. When did you first see that ? 
.A. To-day. 
Q. Never before ? 
.A . . Never before. 
Q. Did you ever see thA rope in those dungeons before? 
.A. I have. 
Q. How long ago ? 

· · .A. I can't remember. 
Q. A year ago ? 
.A. I suppose two years ago. 
Q. Did you not ask what it was for? 
.A. I don't think I did. 
Q. Did you not know what it was for ? 
A. When I looked at it I thought I did. 
Q. You thought to-day you knew what it was for? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How came you to know to-day what it was for? 
A. I wanted to know what that stretcher was. 
Q. When you n~ade this investigation last August, why 

did you not inquire what that stretcher was, as well as 
to-day. 

A. I thought that stretcher was a certain instrument 
that was . more cruel than anything I thought would be 
used in our age. 

Q. You thought so to-day ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you have been inspector two years and have 

read that law, and undertook to make an investigation last 
August, and never discovered that until to-day ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. To-day you came to the conclusion that it was more 

cruel than anything you ever heard of? 
A. I think you misunderstand me; I say I went there 

to see what that stretcher was, being under an idea that it 
shouldn't be used-that, being a stretcher, that it was, you 
might say, raising, enlarging the human body. 

Q. You had heard that it was a very cruel instrument? 
A. So the paper stated. · 
Q. What did you think to-day when you looked at it 1 
.A. I thought I wouldn't be ln ~t. , 
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Q. Did you try it to-day ? 
A. I did not. 
Q. You didn't want to try it? 
A. No. 
Q. ·You say before this committee that you ·never knew 

before to-day that this was a stretcher ? 
A. That it was a stretcher; no, sir. 
Q. Did you ever learn that it was a stretcher until ,you 

learned of those charges made by Doctor Corson ? 
.A. Until I saw the name in the paper; no, sjr. 

Samuel M. Lippincott, a witness subpamaed by order of 
the Joint Committee, having stated that he has conscien
tious scruples against. taking an oath, and having duly 
affirmed, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence? 
A. Samuel M. Lippincott, Woodstown, Salem county, 

N. J. 
Q. Have you read or heard read the resolution! nrrder 

which we are acting as a committee of investigation~ ' . 
A. Yes, sjr. 11 ·; · 1 : 

Q. What connection have you with the New :Jersey 
State Prison ? 

A. I am one of the inspectors. 
Q. How long have you been an inspector ? 
.A. Going on two years-one year last May sometime. 
Q. Are yon a11 acting inspector? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you conversant with the law passed in 1876 1 in 

regard to inspectors ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been an acting inspector? 
A. Ever· since I was first elected. 
Q. You were one of the first inspectors under the law of 

187tH 
.A. Yes, sir. 

26 
I 
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Q. Can you tell us the rules that were made to gov-ern the 
State Prison after the board of inspectors convened ·i 

A. I don't know that there was any made, any further 
than to adopt the old rules. 

Q. Yon think that is the only law the board of inspectors 
' made with regard to the government of the prison ? · 

A. I think it is. 
Q. How often do you visit the prison? 
A. Twice or three tirnes .a month. 
Q. The hoard only meets once a month ·? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Please tell this committee what your duties as acting 

inspector are ? 
, A. We go there to see that the prison is properly con

ducted, to visit the prisoneri;;, and see if there is any com
plaint. 

Q. Have you ever received any complaint? 
A. I never have. 
Q. Do you know why yon have not? 
A. I do not. 
Q. were you ever conversant with the. prison bef'ore you 

went there as inspector? 
A. No; sir. 
Q. Have you ever. examined the rules that governed 

former inspectors ? 
A. I have examined the old law that they acted under. 
Q. Did you ever read the rules of the former inspectors? 
A. I think not. 
Q. · Do you know that it used to be a custom of . the 

prisoners to make complaints to the inspectors, of ill treat
ment~ 'want of proper food, or any thing of that kind ? 

A. I have heard so; that is all I can say. 
Q. Did you ever have a complaint from a prisoner~ 
A. I never have. 
Q. Do you know why? 
A. I.. do not. 
Q. Don't you know that .the law :gives the .prisoner that 

privilege? 
ft. l think it dves, 
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Q. And yon cannot tell us why there has ue\'er been a. 

complaint~ 

A. I cannot. 
Q. Do you go througl1 the prison every time you visit it? 
A. Once in a ~·hile ; in om monthly meetings I haven't. 

time ; but other times I generally go through. 
Q. In going through the prison do you go alone or do· 

you always have company ~ 
A. Alone, mostly; except to-day Mr. Horn was with 

me ; the only time he has ernr gone through the prison 
with me. 

Q. Do you talk to the prisoners in passing? 
A. Certainly; I always do. 
Q. And do you not have any complaints from them 1 
A. We never had any ; I have asked them about the 

treatment and the food; and they always said it was quite 
as good and better than they expected before they came. 
there. 

Q. Did you ever visit those dungeons? 
A. I have been in two or three times. 
Q. Have yon seen this instrument .commonly calle.d. a 

stretcher? 
A. I saw something where they pnt their hands in. and, 

stretched them up. 
Q. Did the present keeper ever make any application to . 

you for permission to grve any other punishment beside 
what the law allows ? 

A. Never. 
Q. Do you understand what punishment the la:w permits.1-
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see men gagged there ? 
A. If I did, I didn't know it. 
Q. Did you ever see what is called the "boot-heel gag." 

there? 
A. Not till to-day. 
Q. Then you nevm· adopted any other mode. of punish

ment except what the law allowed the keeper to enforc(3.? · 
A. Never. 
Q. In visiting those dungeons, did you as.certain what) 

that chain was for? 
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A. I understood it was to hang them up when every
thing else failed. 

Q. When "did you understand that ? 
.A. That has been, perhaps, some three or four months 

ago. · 
Q. You have heard or read these complaints in the 

newspapers, have you not? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Were you one of those who undertook to investigate 

those stories that were circulated, when there was a com
mittee of inspectors appointed to investigate ? 

A. Before the committee of inspectors ? 
Q. We understand from Mr. H<;>rn that an investigation 

was made sometime last Summer in regard to stories that 
were circulated about punishments in the prison ~ 

A. Yes, I heard it and saw it in the newspapers ; I never 
heard it in the prison ; I heard it outside. ' 

Q. Was it brought up in the board of inspectors ~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What action did they take? 
A. They inquired of Mr. Horn and myself if there had 

been such punishments in the prison, and I told them I 
had never seen any. 

Q. Was that the extent of the investigation made by the 
board of inspectors ? 

A. Yes, sir; the prisoners had a chance to make a com
plaint if they wished ; we were·'"round amongst the cells. 

Q. Had you seen that report before the inspectors asked 
you about it ? 
· A. Yes. 

Q. You didn't think it serious enough to make any 
further investigation ? 

A. No, I didn't. 
Q. You never heard of those things until Dr. Oorson's 

card was published? 
A. I saw it in the newspapers, but not as much as the 

Doctor had. 
Q. Did you read anything in the newspapers about the 

death of Snook ? 
A. Yes. 
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Q. Did you· make any investigation of that ? 
A. Well, I have only been to the prison once riince I 

saw it in the papers. 
Q. Did you make any investigation as to whether this 

mode of punishment by the stretcher was cruel or whether 
it went beyond the law or not? 

A. I did not. 
Q. You have been to the prison to-day~ 
..A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you examine it to-day ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you think of it to-day ? 

· A. Well, I don't know; it is not as bad as what is repre
sented in the papers about their feet being fastened to the 
floor-their feet ain't fastened to the floor ; they can have 
the use of their feet if they wish, the chain is loose. 

Q. Did you try the stretcher? 
A. I did not. 
Q. Did you ever see a man in it? 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. Did you make any record of your visits as acting 

inspector? 
A. We generally report at the monthly meeting and the 

clerk takes it down. 
Q. That is about all the record you make 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Who keeps your record at your monthly meetings as 

a board of inspectors ? 
A. Mr. Butler takes down the minutes and they are 

copied into the book by Mr. Bonney, the clerk. 
Q. You never had any printed rules of the board of 

inspectors, did you ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. As a board of inspectors you submit the whole matter 

to the keeper ; he has the whole government of the prison ? 
A. He has not at all times, I don't think. 
Q. Did you ever interfere with the keeper in any of his 

orders? 
A. No ; I have never interfered with them. 
Q. Can you tell this committee why you, as a board of 
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inspectors, have not further carried out the· law in ma.king 
rules and regulations to govern the prison 1 

A. I don't know that I can. 
Q. You thought there was no occasion for it t 
A. No, sir. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. In organizing as a board of inspectors, did you ad'Opt 
new rules or did you adopt the rules of the old board ~ -

A. We adopted the rules of the old board. 
Q. Do you think the discipline of the prison mild' or 

rigid? 
A. Well, I don't know; I haven't myself saw anything, 

there that is out of the way; what's done when I ain't . 
there, that I can't say. 

Q. Have you ever been consulted by General Mott in· 
regard to the different modes of punishme1it? 

A. I have not. . 
Q. Have you ever been consulted by General Mott in 

regard to the condition of the prison-imprO\ ements and 
repairs, and everything of that kind ~ 

A. I think he has asked us in some few cases. 
Q. Not as a general thing ~ 
A. I think not. 
Q. He called your attention to special cases 1 
A. Well, sometimes he has, in a few instances. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. Has any impediment been placed in your way by the 
officers of the prison, preventing you from ha¥ing full~ 
access to the prison ~ . 

A. No; I have always had free access. _ 
Q. Did you ever hear that term stretcher used until 

Dr. Corson named it? 
A. I have not. 
Q. Did you know any name for it ? 
A. No, sir ; I was anxious to see it ; I supposed it w~ 

something I had never seen in the prison. 
Q. When you saw it. to-.day you were familiar w.ith it1 
A. Yes, sir... ,· 
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Q. Did you know before that that was used as an instru
ment of punishment '? 

A. I was told so, in extreme cases. 
Q. Did you ever see any record of that kind on the 

books·? 
A. I have not. 
Q. You don't know of your own knowledge whether that 

was ever used ·at all? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You have never seen that boot-heel gag before to-

day~ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Does the law prescribe that kind or punishment :~ 
A. I think not. 
Q. How long have you known that to be used as a pun-

ishment? 
A. Only since I saw it in the papers. 
Q. You didn't know it then ? · 
A. No, sir ; only from newspaper reports. 
Q. Do you know of your owu knowledg-e now tha:t it 

has been used ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You have no record of it ·~ 

A. No, s.ir. 

James I. B. Ribble, a witness subpamaed by order oi 
the Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence. 
A. James I. B. Ribble. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton ·~ 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you a practicing physician ·? 
.A.. I am, sir. · 



Q. Do you practice now ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the New Jersey 

State Prison ? 
A. No, sir. . 
Q. Is burning with alcohol on the naked body recognized 

as a test in feigned diseases by medical authorities? 
A. Physical injuries are never resorted to at all by scien

tific men ; occasionally that might be regarded as a rude 
test applied by bailiffs or unscientific persons) as has been 
the case at times when individuals are found in the street
fallen down from epileptic fits, and the bystanders or 
officers have applied or threatened to apply physical 
injuries to detect imposture . . 

Q. You wouldn't consider it as a 1nedical test at all i · 
A. No, sir; not as laid down by scientific men. 
Q. YOU wouldn't consider it a very mild mode of treat-

ment? 
A. No, sir; I should ·not. 
Q. Rather harsh, was it ~ot ? 
A. Certainly it is harsh. 
Q. Dr. McKenzie ' made a post mortem exa:mination ~pon 

a man by the name of Snook-[By direction of the chair
man the clerk read from th_e testimony of Dr. McKenzie in 
regard to the post mortem examination ]-from that post 
mortem examination, do :you think that that was sufficient 
cause for a man's sudden death? 

A. That condition would indicate, if there was considera
ble effusion, &c., that he probably had had a chronic 
inflammation of the brain ; those cases never terminate 
suddenly; if there had been large effusion in the ventricles, 
there may have been sufficient pressure to produce death·; 
but that would lead to previous manifestations; the post 
mortem doesn't state how long the man had been suffering 
before he died. 

Q. The testimony is that he died in fifteen minutes after 
he had been put in the stretcher~ . 

A. It would produce death in no fifteen minutes. 
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Q. The evidence is that this man was taken to this cell, 
and in fifteen minutes he was found dead; the question is 
whether that was sufficient to cause death in fifteen minutes 
without any other predisposing cause? 

A. I could imagine no condition of that kind where the 
brain was so diseased, that a man would die in fifteen min
utes ; there must have been symptoms of disease shown 
beforehand, that would show any man that he was diseased ; 
no man could die under such circumstances without show
ing positive symptoms. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the instrument called a 
stretcher, by which a man is pulled up with a tackle? 

A. I have seen an instrument that they call a stretcher. 
Q. By which they pull a man up? 
A. · There was a pair of handcuffs on the wrists, with a 

little chain six or eight inches long attached; the manner 
in which it was used was to take a hook and hook into this 
chain, and draw the man up with a pulley. 

Q. If a man with those symptoms was drawn up in that 
way, would you suppose that would hasten his death ? 

A. I should, certainly, sir. 
Q. Why would you think that, Doctor? 
A. Because I have, as a matter of curiosity, experienced 

a little of that work myself. 
Q. Did you experience the stretcher business? 
A. I did; yes, sir. 
Q. What effect did it have upon you? 
A. It produced extreme suffering in a very short time; 

I endured it for a minute and a half; I was pulled up so as 
to stand on my toes and what they call the ball of the feet, 
in that way [illustrating], and it produced most extreme 
suffering, with considerable difficulty of breathing; it accel
erated my pulse very considerably; it lowered my temp
erature, and produced dizziness of the head and very great 
exhaustion in a minute and a half. 

Q. As a medical man, do you think yon could have 
endured it for forty minutes? 

A. As a medical man or as any other man I could not ; 
it would kill me in fifteen minutes; of course, if men 
become insensible then they can endure it. 

27 
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Q. If a man was found whose brain was in the condition 
that the µhy~ician who made the pm;t mortem has described, 
won ld the punishment be any more severe to him than to 
a man that was in sound health ? 

A. I don't know as I can answer that question positively. 
Q. From that examination, would you think that that 

man was in sound health fifteen minutes before his death? 
A. No, sir; I could not think he was; thickening of the 

membranes of the brain is a rather ordinary occurrence 
when a man is advanced in years; and there is always 
some fluid in the ventricles of the brain. 

Q. A man that had been use~ to rough treatment would 
be apt to have more than be would without it? 

.A. It depends more on age than a~ything else. 
Q. A man of fifty would be more apt to show it than a 

man of twenty? 
.A. Yes, sir; they generally have thickening and some 

roughness. 
Q. When did you try the experiment ·? 
A. To-day; I tried it as an experiment to ascertain exactly 

w bat were the effects. 
Q. What caused you to try it? 

'A. Supposing that I woulrl be asked that question, in or
der that I might answer it intelligently from personal ex
perience, I went to the place where they had this arrange
ment fixed up, and I took my temperature, pulsations, res
pirations, etc., and then endured the stretcher as long as I 
could, and experienced its effects. 

Q. This was not down at the prison, was it? 
A. No, sir; it was at Thorpe & McKenzie's; do you wish 

to have the details? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
JJ. My circulation was recorded by J?r. Warman at 80 at 

the commencement, and my temperature was 1991; I went 
in the stretcher and staid there, they said, a minute and 
a-half; the pain in my hands was simply extreme; the 
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hands were then cold, at least they felt so to me ; they were 
very much discolored from the congestion; my face was 
thoroughly suffused, and considerable difficulty in breath
ing occurred; there w2.s pain in all the muscles around my 
back, and everywhere; indeed, I suffered pain everywhere; 
my circulation ran up to 100 ; when I was taken down, and 
I had it observed a.gain, my temperature had fallen half a 
degree; my respirations, of course, were labored~ it had a 
similar eff~ct on Dr. W armap also, who tri_ed the stretcher 
likewise. 

Q. From what you have read and heard of the death of 
Snook, in your opinion, did he die of violence or disease ? 

.A. From the statements made there, if that disease ex
isted, I would certainly conclude that some violence had 
been necessary to cause death ; especially if he was put in 
that stretcher any length of time with the gag in his mouth; 
I tried the gag also, and it was worse, if possible, than the 
stretcher, about breathing. 

Q. Was it the gag they use in the prison ? 
.A. I used the gag that was shown ; it was about two 

inches in its greatest diameter; it was a truncated cone; it 
went into the mouth as far as the mouth would allow it to 
go; it was tied on firmly with a handkerchief; it shuts off 
breathing very quickly, and produces violent congestion of 
the bead; you did not say what was the condition of the 
head and lungs, as Rhown by this post-mortem. 

The Chairman-

He was asked about that, and said the organs were in a 
healthy condition; but he did not give the particulars of 
their appearance. 

Witness: The heart and bungs might be healthy, but if 
the man's death occurred from suffocation, the brain would 
be largely congested, and, at the same time, the right side 
of the heart would be loaded with blood all the way through ; 
of c.:ourse the whole of the blood couldn't return through the 
lungs after it had been suppressed ; if the other conditions 
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of the post-mortem were given, then I could give a more 
positive opinion in regard to the cause of the man's death; 
at the same time, it would certainly need something else 
besides that condition of the man's brain to kill him in. that 
manner. 

By Dr. Phillips-
Q. Is Dunglison's Medical Dictionary a recognized medi

cal authority'! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In the article on feigned diseases, does he recognize 

the use of severe treatment in cases of feigned disease ? 
A. He speaks of that; he likewise speaks of its being 

used as a rough means adopted by bailiffs, and people of 
that sort, but that no medical man would resort to. 

Q. Does he not speak of it as being used by medical men? 
A. He speaks of it as one of the things that have been re

sorted to at various times; he does not say whether it was 
resorted to by medical men. 

Q. Is Thomas Watson a medical authority well recog-
nized? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And Eccheverid, on epilepsy? 
.4.. Yes, sir. 
Q. And Reynolds on epilepsy? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And Sir George B. Wood? 
.fl. Yes, sir. 
Q. And Nothnagel, and John Watson Good'! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What would you call a large effusion of the ventricles 

of the brain; how much in amount? 
A. I don't know exactly, an ounce and a half would be 

1 
a large effusion. 1 

Q. What would you say to six or eight ounces '! 
A. Occasionally there are such large effusions, as in hy

drocephalous. 
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Q. Have you hnd much experience in making post-mortem 
e:uminations in this kind of cases, where meningitis is ex
hibited? 

A. I don't know that L have; I don't know what you 
ca1l much, I have seen post-mortems, but I have never 
made a great many of them. 

David Warman, a witness su bpamaed by order of the 
.Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairrnan-

Q. Please state your full name and residence? 
A. David Warman, rrrenton. 
Q. Are you· a practicing physician in Trent~n? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been so ? 
A. Fifteen years. 
Q. Have you been connected with the prison in any way? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You have never practiced there ? 
A. No~ sir. 
Q. Have you heard Dr. McKinzie's evidence upon the 

. post-mortem examination of a man by the name of Snook? 
A. Yes, sir; [ heard it read. 
Q. When did you hear it read, to-night? 
A. To-night. 
Q. Will you please give your opinion, as a physician, 

whether a man in good health, treated in that manner for 
that length of time, would die in fifteen minutes'! 

A. I should think that he didn't die from natural causes, 
without some previous illness. 

Q. Would you suppose, from that post-morten examrna-
tion, that that man bad been ailing long'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Would you suppose that the man was diseased'! 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. In what way'? 
A. He had evidently suffered frorri chronic meningitis, if 

the results of the post-mortem are correctly stated. 
Q. He had suffered from disease before that day? 
A. No doubt of it. 
Q. Long? 
A. It must have been ; it couldn't have been acute or 

recent; men don't live with acute meningitis long, as a rule. 
Q. Are you familiar with this stretcher punishment '? 

A. Yes, sir; I have had some experience to-0.ay. 
Q. You have read Dr. Carson's testimony? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you suppose that when a man is stretched up in 

the situation you have heard described, and with the disease 
referred to, it would hasten his death? 

A. Most assuredly it would. 
Q. That might ver,y well be without the keeper knowing 

anything about it? 
A. 0, yes, sir. 
Q. The keeper might have sentenced that man to be pun-

1shed, and he might have been taken to the dungeon and 
might die there, and the keeper might not know from his 
appearance that he was diseased '? 

A; Yes, sir; it. is a disease that is somewhat obscure and 
very rare~chronic meningitis. 

Q. Do you suppose that to take a man diseased in that 
way and stretch him up in the manner described would 
hasten his death? 

A. Most assuredly it would, from my experience of the 
stret(;her. 

Q. What is your experience of the stretcher? 
A. It is very painful. 
Q. Have you ever tried it? 
A. Yes, sir; to-day. 
Q. T n the prison ? 
A.. No, sir; in the shop of Thorpe, McKenzie and Wilkes. 

/ 
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Q. Do you know whether that was the same kind of 
stretcher which is used in the prison? 

.A. I do not, sir. 
Q. It is to stretch a man up'! 
.A. Yes, sir ; by his handcuffs. 
Q. How was that stretcher arranged whicl;i. you tried'? 
.fl. The hands were fastened together with handcuffs, with 

a chain between, about five or six inches long, and a hook 
was booked into it, and a rope attached with a pulley over
head, with his hands stretched up over his head, and 

1
his 

feet raised, resting on the floor on the balls of the feet. 
Q. You found it very painful'? 
.A. It was absolute torture. 
Q. How long did you endure it? 
.A. Two minutes they said I stood it. 
Q. Could you have stood it fifteen minutes? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't try it, did you '! , 

.A. No, sir ; I would not try it for a good deal of money ; 
I have felt the effects of it ever since. 

Q. Why did you try it '! did you want to see what the 
effect would be '! 

.A. I had heard a good deal about it, and I wanted to 
know sometb~ng about it from personal experience, so that 
I could give intelligent testimony. 

Q. Why did you think they would call on you for your 
experience? 

.A. I heard Dr. Wolverton's testimony; he said be had 
never tried it, and some of the other physicians tried it yes· 
terday, and they asked me to try it. 

Q. Were you stretched up on the balls of the feet . 
.A. Yes, sir. · 

Q. Did you try being stretched up on your toes? 
.A. No, sir ; as far as I could bear it was on the balls. 
Q. As a physician, would you call that severe punish

ment? 
.A. Very; my hands were livid when I got down; my 
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arms were so numb, that I have not been able to use a pen; 
my back was sore, the respiration muscles, the muscles of 
the ribs and back, which are used in respiration, were inter
fered with; my breathing was, of course, short and hurried. 
I had a dizzy head, a vertigo, with a feeling of faintness; 
and my back was very much affected, it hurts me yet-as 
well as all the muscles of the body were in an unnatural 
position-a stretched position. 

Q. Dr McKinzie has said, in describing his post-mortem 
examination, that the heart and lungs were healthy; how 
do you account for that? 

.A. I don't know anything about it, sir; I didn't see the 
post-mortem, so I couldn't give an opinion. 

Q. One of the physicians has given an opinion, that a 
nervous shock might have caused the death of that man on 
the stretcher ; would there be congestion of the brain in 
a person dying from a nervous shock? 

.A. I think not, sir; the brain would be just in the same 
condition that it was when the person received the nervous 
shock. 

Q. You don't think that would make any alteration in 
the appearance of the brain? 

A. No, sir; they die so suddenly; persons die very sud
denly from nervous shock, from fright and .o~her causes, 
and the circulation is arrested at once; it stays in the con

. dition it was when the man was attacked with the nervous 
shoe k; it wouldn't be congested ; as a rule it would be the 
opposite, I should think. 

Q. Was there any person present when this experiment 
was tried on you, that had seen the stretcher used in the 
prison? 

A. I think there was, but I am not ·positive; there were 
five or six persons present, and I think there was a person 
present who had seen it used in the prison. 

Q. Do you know whether it was made in the same way 
as the stretcher used in the prison ? 

A. I do not ; I heard them say it was. 
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By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. A man hung up there for fifteen minutes, would that 
give him congestion of the brain 'l 

A. Yes, sir; it would produce partial asphyxia. 
Q. It stops the action of the blood? 
A. Yes, sir; it in a measure poisons the blood; it thick

ens the circulation. 

James H. Morris, a witness subpamaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you just give your full name and residence? 
.A.. James H. Morris. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton? 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the prison? 
.A.. No, sir; I have done some work down there. 
Q. What kind of work? 
A. I have done some mason work down there; I have 

had some men to work there ; I carry on mason work. 
Q. Did you ever see men punished there ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the modes of punish-

ments there 't 
.A.. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever seen men gagged in the prison there ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you seen what is commonly called the st:retcher 

used there? 
.A.. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever hear hallooing in the dungeon? 
A. I have heard a noise when I have been there. 
Q. You never saw the stretcher used, or tried it? 
A. No, sir; I don't know anything about it only what ! 

have read in the paper. 
28 
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Q. \iV ere you at work in Hunterdon county when this 
m'.ln Snook was in jail there? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was his character there? 
JI. I found that be bore a very bad reputation. 
Q. Did not the sheriff offer men money to put the hand-

cnffs on him? 
A. I understood so ; my men told me so. 
Q. The sheriff never told you so? 
A. No, sir ; my men came and told me that the sheriff 

couldn't manage him. 
Q. Did you ever have any conversation with the sheriff 

about him at all"( 
.A.. Yes ; I talked with the sheriff one day after Snook 

had hit him with a club, and cut him in the face. 
Q. Did the sheriff tell you he had to knock him down'? 
.11. He said be couldn't get him in the cell; Snook always 

had charge of it, and the sheriff couldn't do anything with 
him; he called for assistance, and these men didn't seem to 
want to take hold of Snook. 

By State Prison Keeper Mott-

Q. What did the sheriff say to you ? 

A. Some of the men said that the sheriff offered them :five 
dollars to go in there and assist him; the sheriff ordered 
him to go in the cell, and he wouldn't do it; he had a club 
and was walking around the hall. 

Tho_mas H McKenzie, a witness heretofore sworn before 
the Joint Committee, being re-called, testi:fies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Do you want to correct any part of your testimony 't 
A. I did not want to correct anything I have said; I 

· merely wish to impress still further what I have said; l 
understand, on reading the paper the following mornmg 
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after your last meeting, that one of the witnesses, Dr. Riley, 
said that hs heard Phillips tell me that the man had been 
punished; I don't know exactly what words were used
that he died after being punished. 

[By direction of the chairman, the clerk read from the 
testimony of the witness, Charles M. Riley, the passage re

ferred to.] 

Witness-I wish to state to the committee that I remem
ber nothing of the kind ; that I went on to make that post
mortem without such an impression on my mind; I would 
like to state in connection with that, two conversations that 
occurred oetween Dr. Phillips and myself. 

Q. At that time? 
A. No, sir; shortly before this investigation came on; 

when it was rumored that Snook was found dead in the 
stretcher; it annoyed me somewhat to think that I was 
county physician and didn't suspect anything at all; I 
called on Dr. Phillips and asked him if there was any truth 
in the statement that the man had been found dead in the 
stretcher. He said if be was he didn't know anything about 
it; if there was be wasn't aware of it. The next conversa 
tion was at the State Prison, the day after or the night after 
I gave my evidence here the first time; and I was surprised 
then to find from the evidence of Perry, that the man was 
found dead in the stretcher; Dr. Phillips said he wasn't 
a ware of the fact that the man was found dead in the 
stretcher; but he said "I was aware of the fact that he had 
been punished, and I told you so." 1 said, " you couldn't 
possibly have told me that?" "Yes;" he said, "I told 
you that in those words; the peculiarity about this case is 
that the man was punished." I said I didn't remember it 
at all, or that if he did tell me so it conveyed the impression 
to me that he had been punished sometime past ; but the 

· fact is I don't remember a thing of it at all; that is what I 
want to say simply. 

Q. You don't desire to change your evidence given be-
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fore to the effect that Dr. Phillips and Mr. Riley were both 
there when you went in? 

Q. I couldn't answer that question definitely; I am not 
positive; I know we were all three there that morning be
fore I went in to make the post-mortem; I wish to say, also, 
that Dr. Riley was the man who 'told me that the man was 
found dead in his cell. 

Q. You got that information from Mr. Riley? 
A. From Dr. Riley; I am almost positive of that, and 

also that he had been to work the day before ; I don't re
member getting any information from Dr. Phillips with re
spect to the man's death. 

Q. And in the next conversation you had with Dr. Phil
lips he didn't convey to you the idea that Snook was pun
ished in the stretcher ? 

.rt. No, sir: not at all. 
Q. Not till this investigation commenced 7 

JJ. No, sir. 
Q. That is all you wish to explain 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 

Thomas Leek, a witness subpamaed by order of the .Joint 
Committee, being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence'? 
.fl. Thomas Leek. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the State Prison'! 
JJ. Yes, sir ; I worked there two months. 
Q. What were you doing there ? 
.A. l was an instructor. 

' Q. Instructor of what? 
A. In the shoe department. 
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Q. By whom were you employed'? 
.fl. Phillips & Co: 
Q. What was your duty as instructor there'? 
A. I had to teach the men-to show them how to work. 
Q. Did you ever see any of the punishments inflicted on 

those men'! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Of what kind? 
A. Gagging ; I saw a good deal of it. 
Q. When they were at work? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was that done for'! 
A. Well, I saw on one occasion where there was one man 

and the gag was that tight in his mouth that it made him 
vomit; and every time he tried to pull it away from his 
mouth that way [illustrating,] the keeper prodded a stick 
in his ribs to make him work. 

Q. Do you know who the keeper was '? 
.fl. Yes, sir; ·Thomas Moore. 
Q. Did you report that man •t 
A. No, sir; I had a gang of four men ; there are gen

earlly nine men in a gang, but this was four; and the men 

ought to have four sets of lasts to work with, but they only 
had one, and they have to follow each other with the work; 
and this one that was punished with the gag in his mouth, 
his name was Brown; and he was what they call a heel . 
shaver; and he was looking for a last that the other man 
had been using; and the other man had dropped it on the 
floor, and he was looking for it; w bile he was down · on the 
floor the keeper sent for him ; I had a little business to go 
down to a grindstone to sharpen a knife ; I heard the keeper 
say to him, "You have been talking;:' so I went on about 
my business to go and grfod my knife; and when I ca:ne 
back he had a gag in his mouth, and the gag was that big 
that he would vomit, and every time be would pull it away . 
from his mouth the keeper would prod him in the ribs; an
other time the keeper came and told me to set him to work, 
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when I knew he wasn't fit for work; and I set him to 
sharpening knives. 

Q. Di~ you ever see any other mode of punishment prac· 
ticed there ? 

A. I have seen men punished which I didn't think they 
ought to have been punished. 

Q. How did you know they had been punished? 
A. They have been sent down and stretched up; you 

could see by their face and hands ; I seen one occasion 
where a man, his wrists were bleeding and his hands: and 
a colored fellow was pouring hot water on his face and 
hands; I saw Perry bring him into the room. 

Q. You didn't see him punished ? 
A. No, sir; but I saw Perr.y bring him in. 
Q. You don't know anything more, except that :Perry 

took him out and brought him back? 
A. He doesn't generally fetch them out; another keeper 

fetches them out arid he fetches them back. 
Q. Are you employed in the prison? 
A. No, sir; I got my discharge because I didn't report 

enough; that was it; the foreman would come up to me in 
the morning and say, '• Now go for the buggers; I don't care 
if you report them every ten minutes, but get good work 
out of them;" and the way things are carried on there you 
can't get good work out of them-not and do the quantity; 
what from fear and from the tools and stock, it is almost 
impossible for a man to get throllgh a day's work unless he 
strains very much, which the_y have to do; they get pun
ished if"they don't; I have seen men where they were pun
ished with the ini:;tructor reporti11g them; and at the same 
time the instructors couldn't better the work; the keeper 
he is no judge of shoemaking. 
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Richard S. Howell, a witness subpmnred by order of the 

Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testifies aR follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. flease give us your full name and residence? 

...4. Richard S. Howell. 

Q. Do you live in Trenton 'l 
.11. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you connected with the prison in any way ? 

A. Yes, sir; deputy. 

Q. How long have you been deputy there'! 

.11. For nine months. 
Q. Were you ever a deputy before ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. In what station did you act in the prison '! 

.11. In the south hall. 

Q. Are you in the south hall now? 

.fl. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you have charge of the hall? 

.fl. Yes, sir. 

Q. The south hall is where the dungeons are ? 
.IJ. The dungeons are in the gallery connected with he 

south hall. 

Q. Did you have charge of .the gallery, too'? 
.IJ. No, sir. 

Q. The keeper in charge of the gallery is a different 
keeper 't 

.11. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you familiar with the punishments used in the 
prison? 

.d . l have seen some of them. 

Q. What kind of punishment is adopted there 'l 
.fl. Gag. 

Q. What is termed the '' boot-heeJ gag 77 ? 
...4 . Yell, sir. 

Q. What other kind is there 't 

.fl. The dungeon. 
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Q. Did you ever see thi~ shower bath ? 

.11. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever see this paddle used there? 

.11. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever see a man that had been put in the dun 

geon? 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. Did you ever as a keeper take a man to the dungeon 

and put him in ? 

.fl. No, sir; that is not my place. 

Q. You never acted as marshal there at all ? 

.11. No, sir. 

Q. In your capacity as keeper of that hall, did you hear 

a noise coming from the dungeon? 

.11. I have heard different noises ; I suppose they came 

from the dungeon. 

Q. Have you heard much noise from the dungeon ? 
.fl. Not much. 

Q. As keeper of that hall, can you see into that gallery? 

.11. I can when I am not in the office. 

Q. Is your posit.ion such as to enable you to see when 

prisoners are taken ·to the dungeon ? 

.11. Not unless I am in the hall. 

Q. From there you can ? 

.A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you see the dungeon ? 

.11. l can. have a sight of all the prisoners going to or 
coming from the dungeon and to the cells. 

Q. Do you know how often men are in the d'ungeons? 

.R. No, sir. 

Q. You couldn't tell whether there was one man there ·or 

three? 

A. I couldn't. 

Q. Do you know anything about Snook ? 
.!J. No, sir. 

Q. Did you help to put him in the dungeon ? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Were you there when he was in the dungeon that 
morning? 

.IJ. I was in the hall; I was on duty. 

Q. You were not called to help put him up? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. You don't know anything at all about that matter 'l 

JJ. Nothing at all; only I helped to carry him out of the 

dungeon. 

Q. What position was he when you found him? 

.IJ. On the floor. 

Q. He had been let down ? 

A. I don't know whether he had been let down; he laid 

on the floor. 

Q. Did you understand at that time that he had died in 

the stretcher ? 

A. I didn't understand anything about it. 

Q. Did the marshal say anything about it? 
A. The marshal didn't say anything about it; he called 

me up and I helped to carry the man out. 

Q. Is it a common occurrence for you keepers to talk 

together in the prison ? 
A. Once in awhile. 
Q. When you found the man dead, didn't you ask the 

marshal anything about it 'l 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You felt no interest in it at all '? 

.IJ. It was nothing to me; I had nothing to do ~ith it. 

Q. Would not common humanity lead you to ask how that 
man came to die 'l 

.A. He told me to come up there and help carry him out, 
so I went and done it. , 

Q. Is that your way down there, to move as soldiers, with

out asking one another anything 'l 

A.. No, sir. 

Q. That marshal called you into that cell, and you saw 

that man dead there, and there was no conversation about it 

at all? 

29 
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.IJ. There wasn't at the time he called me into the cell ; 

no, sir. 
Q. Where did you take the body to? 

.R. We took him down stairs and put him on the bed, and 

then carried him to the hospi tal. 

Q. Was there anything said after that by the marshal? 

A. Sometime after. 

Q. Anything that morning? 

.A.. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was said that morning 'l 

.II. He said he had died in the dungeon. 

Q. Did he say he died in the stretcher? 

.11. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did he tell you that? 

.lJ. In the morning, at the time we were carrying him 
from the dungeon to the hospital. 

Q. How came he to tell you that? 

.11. I don't know. 

Q. Did you ask him? 
A. No, sir. 

Q. He told you that of his own accord ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In common conversation 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he say anything about there being a gag in his 

mouth? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you notice the man 'l 
.11. Yes, sir. 

Q. There was no gag in his mouth when you saw him? 

.11. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear that he died with a gag in his 

mouth? 
.11. No, sir; I never heard that. 

Q. Do you know how long he had been in the stretcbe·1 'l 

.11. No, sir; I do not. 

Q. Did you know the man by reputation? 
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.11. In the prison I knew him by reputation; yes, sir. 
Q. What was his reputation? 
.11. Bad. 

Q. Was he frequently punished 'l 
.11. 8everal times. 

Q. Do you know how often '? 
.11. Not of my own knowledge, I don1t. 
Q. Did you ever hear that he died with a gag in his 

mouth 't 

.A.. No, sir. 
Q. You never heard it at all 't 
.A.. No, sir. 
Q. Was there any conversation between you and the mar· 

shal in relation to what caused the man's death 'l 

A. No, sir. 
Q. You never made any inquiry'! 

.A.. No, sir; it was none of my business. 
Q. And the marshal never told you ? · 

A. No, sir. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. How long was it after the death of Snook before you 
went into the dungeon? 

.11. I don't know when he died. 
Q. Do you know about . what time it was when you went 

there? 
.11.. I think it was about between eight and nine o'clock. 
Q. You don't know what time it was when he died? 

.A.. No, sir. 

Q. In what condition was the body when you saw it? 
.A.. It laid on the floor. 
Q. In what position were the arms; were they outstretched 

or lying at hilil side 'f 
.A. Laying at his side. 

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with any deputy 
or deputies, or with any person in regard to the manner or 

cause of the death of this man Snook ? 
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.11. Not that l remember. 

Q. Was there not a consultation between some of the dep

uties in regard to the death of this man Snook '? 

.A. None that I was interested in; I didn't have anything 

to do with any. 

Q. Did you ever say to any one that you believed that 
was the cause of his death . 

.fl. No, sir. 

Q. Did you .ever bear any deputy say so? 

.11. No, sir. 

Q. You are quite pos.itive of that? 

.A.. I am. 

Q. Of course you understand that you are now under 

oath? 

A.. Of course l do. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. You say this .man Snook bore a very bad character? 

A.. I merely say I heard his reputation was bad. 

Q. Did he give the keeper much trouble? 
.11. Not that I know of; be never gave me any. 

Q. Did he give them any more than prisoners ordinarily 

do? 
.A. 1 can't say that, because I don't know; he never was 

under me. 
Q. Do you know whether Mr. Perry had punished him 

before? 
.fl. Not of my own knowledge. 

Q. Do you think, from the fact of his bearing a bud char
acter, that Perry would punish him more severely than he 

would others'? 

.A. No, sir ; 1 do not. 
Q. Was there any talk among the keepers in the prison 

about this man's death? 

.A. I suppose there was ; I hadn't much time to hear it, 

though. 

Q. You didn't hear any of it? 
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.11.. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't hear from conversation that the man died 

accidentally or otherwise? 

.11. ~ o, sir. 
Q. You have never heard any talk of that kind in the 

prison? 

.A. No, sir. 

On motion the committee then adjourned until Thursday, 

February 21st, 1878, at half-past 7 o'clock in the evening, at 

the same place. 

At which time and place the Joint Committee met pursuant 

to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Hendrickson, Moore and Plummer, 

members of the Joint Committee, on the part of the Senate, 

and Hon. Messrs. Sykes, Parramore, Malone, Rue and Pan

coast, members of the Joint Committee, on the part of the 
House. 

Henry .11. Butler, a witness subprenaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, being recalled, testified as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. You were on the stand here before? 

.ti.. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have been sworn in this case ? 
.11. Yes, sir; I have. 
Q. l think you said then that you were an inspector of the 

New Jersey State Prison? 

.11. l did, sir. 

Q. How long have you been so? 

A.. Five years. 

Q. Who was keeper before General Mott '? 

.fl. Mr. Charles Wilson. 

Q. You served with him also? 

.fl. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Were you familiar with the punishments in Mr. Charles 
Wilson's time? 

.fl. I was familian with the records of the punishments; I 

never saw any of the punishments inflicted. 

Q. So far as your duties go with regard to the prison, do 

you find any di:fforence in the management of it under Gen

eral Mott and under Mr. Wilson 'l 
...4. In what respect? 

Q. In the general management of the prison? 

A. I think the discipline stricter. 

Q. Do you consider it yotir duty as inspector to make 

rules for the government of the prison . 

.fl. I do, sir; certain rules; we have to do so under the 

law. 
Q. Did you alter those rules under the new law of 1876 'l 
.fl. No, sir; we didn't change them any. 

Q. Were you aware that the law was altered very mate

rially 'l 
.fl.. I was aware that there was a change in the law regu

lating the affairs of the prison. 
Q. Do yon know that it gave the inspectors any greater 

power than they had before '? 
.fl. Yes, -sir. 
Q. You have read that law, I suppose 'l 

.11.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you consider that it was incumbent upon the in

spectors to make any different rules under that law 'l 
.A. I didn't think it was necessary to change anything in 

regard to the discipline of the prison from the way in which 

it was working previous I y. 
Q. Can you state to this committee what laws you made 

for the government of the prison after General Mott became 

keeper in 1876 't 
.11.. We never changed any rule. 

Q. Have you got the rules with you ? 

.11. 1 have not. 

Q. How are the rules made ? 
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.R. Any changes that we make are made by the resolution 

of the board. 
Q. Are they published in pamphlet form? 
.A.. No, sir ; they are entered on the minutes, and the clerk 

makes a copy of them; I think the only rule that has ever 

been changed has been one in regard to public visitors; that 
is posted upon the outer door of the prison; that is the only 
rule, I think, that has been altered since General Mott-that 

is,. that the inspectors have ever altered. 
Q. Do you not think that it is the duty of the inspectors 

to make new rules under that law, for the general govern

ment of the prison ? 
.A. I think it would be if they found that new rules were 

necessary; I didn't at that time know that the new law con

ferred that power to alter the rules on the inspectors; I 
didn't see that section in the law. 

Q. Did you know that there is a section of that law which 
gives the privilege to the prisoners to enter complaints to 

the inspectors if they have any grievances to state? 

.!J. Yes, sir. 

Q. In Mr. Wilson's time was it not the custom to receive 

complaints from prisoners? 
.11. Yes, sir; it was differently administered at that time; 

under Mr. Wilson, any prisoner desiring to make a complaint 
n.otified his deputy, and during the dinner hour all those pris
oners were brought to the centre, the inspectors were notified, 
nnd they immediately came down to the centre and heard the 
complaints, taking notes; and after they got them they re
paired to their own room to make an examination into the 

case or cases. 

Q. Has that rule been altered under General Mott? 
.11. The rule has never been, but the custom has; that is, 

I infer so from the fact that there are no more men come to 

the centre. 

Q. Do you know why that change has been made? 

.R. I do not; I suppose General Mott thought it was bet
ter to have them see the acting inspectors; that was my in-
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ference; I, at that time, in looking into the matter, thought 

that that was a matter that belonged to General Mott to 

determine. 
Q. You thought, after it was altered, that it was a matter 

for General Mott's determination ? 

.IJ. I thought that wae a matter for General Mott; that it 

was his right to alter it if he flaw fit; I spoke of it, but none 

of the other inspectors had been there under the other 
keeper, and they didn't notice the change as I did; I tol.d 
them I supposed General Mott had altered the rule, and the 

acting inspectors would have to get any complaints that were 
made. 

Q. As inspector did you go there once a month 'l 
.A. Always once a month, sir. 

Q. What is your duty when you go there? 

.fl. At the regular meetings of the board we have to audit 
all the bills and authorize warrants to be drawn-see that 

they are correct; pass upon the expiration of sentences, con
forming to the commutation act, either adding for violation 
of rulei, or to allow men to go without any further punish
ment; and all those duties which naturally pertain to the 
management of an institution of that kind. 

Q. Have you ever had any application from General Mott 
to authorize any further punishment than the law pre
scribes'? 

.fl. Not to me, sir; I am not an acting inspector. 
Q. Have you done so as a board'? 

.fl. I don 1t know of any examination; I don't know of any 

having been made to the board in regard to the further pun

ishment of prisoners. 
Q. You were an inspector and visited the prison once a 

month ; did you go through the prison 'l 
.IJ. I do, all the spare time that I have; as soon as we get 

through with our business I devote the rest of the time to 
going and looking through the cells and taking a general 

view of the prison to see its condition. 

Q. Did you give much spare time to that? 

• 
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.A. Sometimes a couple of hours, sometimes more ; some
times only an hour. 

Q. Did you ever witness any punishment there when you 
were doing that '? 

.t1. No, sir; I never saw a prisoner punished since I have 

been in the prison'? 
Q. Have you heard of prisoners being punished severely? 

.Ji. I have heard of their being punished in the dungeons; 

our records show that; I have heard that men were '' put 
up," as they term it. 

Q. Did you see that in the records of the prison 't 

A. No, sir; I have never seen that inserted ; it might be 
in the record-book, nevertheless; we only acted upon the 
case of those prisoners whose terms expire during the suc

ceeding months; and so far I have never seen any punish

ment recorded except "dark cell," '' dark cell in irons." 
Q. Do you examine that book every month'? 
.Ii. Every month; that is, all that portion relating to pris

oners whose terms expire. 

Q. How long, previous to the expiration of their terms, do 
you examine that? 

.A. One month ; the clerk makes out a sheet with the 
names of those prisoners whose terms expire before the next 
meeting of the board, allowing them all the " good " time 
which the commutation act gives them; then we act upon 
them, and look at this ledger to ascertain what their conduct 
has been; in this ledger the prisoners: conduct is charged 
agninst them, with every violation of a rule that is reported 
on the record, and the punishment that was imposed at that 

time, and any special facts that would appear as inserted for 
our information. 

Q. The ledger to which you refer is a ledger showing the 
punishment of prisoners, is it not? 

.fl. Yes, sir; a ledger of conduct and punishments at the 
same time. 

Q. You say you examine that carefully every month ? 
.A. Go over it in detail one at a time. 

80 
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Q. Do you go over it in detail with reference to anything 
more than the conduct of men whose time is out? 

JJ. Only the names of thos.e men whose terms expire dur· 

ing that month. 

Q. How far back do you go in that way ? 
.11. To the time they entered the prison. 
Q. In making those examinat10ni:;, have you never seen 

anything more than the punishments in ''dark cells 77 and 

" dark cells in irons '''! 
.11. Never, sir. 

Q. Have you never seen what is called "ups 77 in it-fif. 
teen, twenty and forty minutes ? 

JJ. No, sir ; I never did ; I have examined it carefully in 
regard to those whose terms were about to expire; it may 
be there, and their time hasn't come yet. 

Q. If ii was on the book I should not think it could es· 
ca.pe you'! 

.fl. If it was on the book we would notice it; that pun· 
ishment wasn't recorded against those names that we have 
examined. 

Q. lfrom your examination you would say that there was 
no such thing on the book ? 

.11. I would, sir ; as far as I have examined-as .far as the 
names have come before me. 

Q. You examined the book carefulJy '! 

.11. Yes, sir. 

Q. And having examined that book, going back for years 

for each prisoner, you think there is no such thing as this 

"up," as it is called, in the book? 
A. I would say so; I don't think it would escape my ob· 

servation ; I generally read it myself aloud to the other 
inspectors; I generally read all the offences. 

Q. If I should show you that book and you should find it 
in there now, what would you think? 

.11. I should think that it had been imposed upon some 

prisoner whose term was not out, and we hadn't come to 

him, and we would come to him in time; we only refer to 
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the page of that man whose case is under consideration. 

Q. And that prisoner may have been in prison five years? 

.11.. He may have been fifteen. 

Q. You say that you heard of cruel punishments from some 

other source than the reports of the prison inspectors? 

.11. Yes, sir. 

Q. As an inspector did you think it your duty to look into 

the matter? 

.A. Yes! sir; I did. 

Q. How far did you go into it? 

A. At the last democratic convention my notice was first 

called to the fact that that resolution had been introduced 

into that convention reflecting upon the management of the 

prison; I happened to know the gentleman who offered the 

reFmlution, and I called upon him to know what he meant by 

offering such a resolution ; he told me he meant all he said, 

and that he could prove it; I asked him for his authorities 

and he declined to give them, hut said he would be ready 

when the time came; one of the local papers was very se

vere upon the management of the prison, and I brought a 

copy of it with me at the next regular meeting and showed 

it to General Mott and the inspectors ; I called the attention 

of the inspectors to the fact that these charges were current, 

and asked their advice in the matter; these gentlemen 

thon~ht they were too vague and indefinite to take any no

tice of; but still we directed the acting inspectors, who visit 

the prison weekly, when they have no other duty to perform 

but to ~o through the prison and see the prisoners, to ascer

tain, if possible, what truth, if any, there was in those 

charges; at the next regular meeting of the board these 

gentlemen. both reported that they could not find the slightest 

trace of any such occurrences as had been charged; the 

next month the report to the Governor had to be drawn up, 

and I was instructed, as Aecretary, to draw it up; I did so, 

and in my report to the Governor I referred to the fact that 

these rumors had been current, and that the board of in

spectors bad examined into them, but bad failed to find any 
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ground for them; that was rn October. 

Q. Did you ever examine any under-keeper about it be

fore the board of inspectors? 

.11. They were never brought before the board ; the mat- , 

ter was referred to the acting inspectors, who had a better 

opportunity, and had nothing else to do but to find out, if 
they could, what had happened. 

Q. When the acting inspectors reported that they hadn't 

found out anything, was it not your duty as a board of in

spectors to call some of those under-keepers? 

.11. We had referred this matter to the sub-committee, as 

you may please to call it;, and it would be rather reflecting 

upon those gentlemen-that their report was not correct; 

I was quite satisfied with the report of tho:~e gentlemen, 

or I wouldn't have said so in my report to the Governor. 
Q. Do you think that that · investigation was sufficient, in 

view of the reports in the newspapers? 

A. From what I have seen of the evidence, I should say 
that hadn't found ~ut what punishments had been inflicted ; 
that is, surmising that all that is said here is true. 

Q. Then that was t~e only investigation that you, as a 
board of inspectors, thought necesRary-to refer it to the 

acting inspectors? 
A. We referred it to them as being most likely to dis. 

cover the truth of these assertions, as they would have plenty 
of time and opportunity to do it far better than we would 

have as a board~ without making a commotion in the prison. 

Q. Judging from a11 th~se reports, don't you think that 

you let the matter go over pretty easily? 
A. If the reports are true we certainly did. 

Q. You did according to the reports in the newspapers, 

did you not'? 

A. I don't believe everything I see i'n the papers; if the 

reports- were true we certainly were derelict in not making a 

further investigation. 

Q. Is there anything furtlter that you can state in regard 
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to the punishment or discipline, or anything else concerning 

the prison? 
A. I know nothing of any punishment being inflicted; and 

all I have ever heard I have heard second-handed or through 

the newspapers; I never saw a man punished in the prison 

since I have been there. 

Q. You live in Paterson 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you acquainted with a newspaper called the Pat-

erson Daily Guardian ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know ·the editor? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What's his name? 

A. Mr. Herrick. 

Q. Did you see t~e article published in that paper, dated 

February 15? 

A. I am sure I can't say; I don't take the paper; l may 

have seen it. 

Q. Did you ever have any correspondence with the editor 

of that paper, or with any reporter of it? 

A. l frequently do; every day in the week the reporters 

stop you to buzz you. 

Q. Did you after you were on the ~tand here last week? 

A. l don't recollect whether l did or not; possibly I did; 
I see them so frequently that I don't recollect what days I 

see them on. 

Q. Did you say to any such person that the committee had 
stopped you in giving your evidence last week'! 

A. No: sir; I said this, I recollect-if you are referring 

to any conversations I had with reporters-that the com. 

mittee asked me in regard to this change of bringing men to 

tbe centre, that I was asked my impression in relation to 

this change ; I said, my first impression was that the disci. 

pline was so perfect-I can't recall the words exactly-that 

the men were satisfied, and had no further complaints to 

make; I said, if the committee had asked me my second im-

/ 
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pression, I would have said, I heard General Mott changed 

the rule. 

Q. Were you not asked that question 'l 
A. Substantially; and I said so; I thought be had a right 

to at the time. 
Q. Did you ever read the law? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think he has a right to make any rules on the 

subject? 

A. He has charge of the discipline of the prison; we have 

a right to make rules and regulations for the government of 

the prison ; he has the right to maintain the discipline of the 

prison and take charge ot it, and it was in view of that fact 

that I said that about it; l never spoke to the General in 

regard to the subject from the time the rule was changed, 

for the simple reason that I inferred that the law gave him 

the power to make tl1at change if he saw fit. 

Q. Why did you not go on and answer that night when I 

asked you that question'? Why did you wait for it to be 

asked the second time 'f 

A. I think it is al ways desirable to answer what is asked 

of you, not to give volunteer evidence. 

Question repeated. 

A. I a·m only anxious to tell the truth ; I don 1t put any 

stress on ' what any newspaper says. 

Q. [Reading from a newspaper.] "Mr. Henry L. Butler, 

of this city, one of the State Prison Inspectors, says that 

before the Legislative Investigating Committee, the other 

day, he was not allowed to testify anything except in answer 

to the stated questions that were given him." Is that true? 

A. I didn't say that. 

Q. [Reading further from newspaper.] a He was asked if 

he. ~s an in:-:pcctor, had ever seen any of the alieged cruelties 

or had been told by the prisoners of them. But when he 

went 011 to volunteer the testimony that of late none of the 

prisoners were allowtad to come out 'into the centre 7 to talk 

to the inspectors, and to relate what be had heard otherwise 
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than as an inspector in his official visits, he was quickly shut 

up and told that answers were only wanted to the questions 

asked him." 

A. Most of that is gratuitous. 

Q. Did you not state the other night that you had never 

seen any cruelties ? 
A. 1 did say so, and say so now. 

Q. [Reading further.] ''He was quickly shut up and told 

that answers were only wanted to the questions asked him." 

Is that true ? 
A. No, sir; I didn't say so. 

Q. [Reading further.] " Mr. Butler is disgusted with the 

whole thing, and, in so many wordA, says that the committee 

have all been captqred, and that it will be nothing but a 

whitewash." Is that true? 
A. No, sir; they have got things ~ixed up. 

Q. Did you ever hear that this committee had been 

" captured '( " 

A. I didn't say that. 

Q,. Have you any objection to stating the name of the per

son who first informed you about cruelties being practiced 
in the prison ? 

A. The first I saw of it was in the newspapers; the first 

I heard of it was in the resolution brought before the State 

Convention; 1 think the next was the letter of Dr. Corson, 

which was sent to the Grand Jury, I understood. 

Q. I 8ee further, according to this article, that you gave 

this information : that "after the man is put into the 

stretcher, in a few seconds the pain is intense, and the tor

ture increases until the howls of the victim make the spec

tator's very marrow quiver. If the poor creatue's yelling 

is too loud, they put a gag into his mouth." Do you know 
that that statement is true 't 

A. No, sir; because I didn't know there was a gag in the 

prison till I heard of it here. 
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Hereupon it appearing that all the witnesses subpcenaed 
by order of the Joint Committee have been examined, the 

Chairman informs State Prison Keeper Mott that he is at 

liberty to call witnesses in his own behalf. 

Mr. Frederick Kingman, who appears as counsel for State 
Prison Keeper Mott. addressing the Joint Committee, said : 

Mr. Uhairman and gentlemen of the Joint Committee: Gen. 

eral Mott has requested me to conduct the examination of 

witnesses on his part, if it is the pleasure of the committee 
that I shall do so. He thought that if he had the assistance 
of a person who had some experience in the preparation and 
presenting of evidence before the committee, it would shorten 
the examination, and thus aid the committee in the investi. 
gation. lf it is the pleasure of the committee, I shall pro
ceed to examine the witnesses for General Mott. 

Mr. Malone, a member of the Joint Committee on the part 
of the House, objects to the appearance of counsel on behalf 
of State Prison Keeper Mott, on the ground that, at the 
opening of this investigation, when it wa8 propot:)eu to em
ploy counsel on behalf of the Joint Committee, the propo
sition was negatived on the ground that the employment of 
counsel by the Joint Committee would be unjust to State 
Prison Keeper Mott; and that therefore the employment of 
counsel at this stage of the proceedings to represent State 
Prison Keeper Mott would militate against the impartiality 

which should govern the action of the Joint Committee in 
this investigation. 

'f ne Chairman-

! suggest that we proceed with the hearing this evening~ 
and leave the question for a subsequent meeting of the com. 
mittee. 
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William W. L. Phi'llips, a witness appearing before the 

Joint Committee in behalf of the State Prison keeper, being 
duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. You are a practicing physician ? 

A. Ye8, sir. 

Q. And physician of the State Prison? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you read the resolution under which we are 
acting'? 

A. I have heard it read a number of times, sir. 

Q. Can you state to the committee what punishments, if 
any, you have seen inflicted in the prison 't 

A. I have seen the gag punishment, and I have occasion. 

ally seen men in the dark cells; I have seen men blindfolded 
occasion.ally, in the centre, and men with placards on their 

backs, marked " Thief. 11 

Q. What is that for 't 

A. Well, I believe that was for prisoners stealing from 

each other. 

Q. Have you ever seen men strung up in that stretcher'? 
A. I have seen men "put up,77 sir. 
Q. For how long '? 

A. l don't know, sir; I have only seen them casually; l 
have never watched for any length of time any one that wls 

" up." 
Q. You have never watched to see how long a man in that 

stretcher could stand it'? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. You did not suppose that that was any part of your 

business? 

A. lt was not unless I was called on professionally to see 

whether a man could submit to any more punishment or not'? 

Q. Do you remember that you were ever ca1led ~pon to 
do that? 

A. Not very recently. 
31 
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Q. Have you ever been'? 

A. I helieve I have, sometimes, some years ago. 
Q. Under General Mott? 

A. No! sir. 

Q. Were you the prison physician before General Mott 
went there? 

A. Yes, sir; under Robert Howell and Charles Wilson; 

I was under Peter B. Robinson and under Mr. Vanderveer 
one year. 

Q. Were you ever called upon for that purpose under Mr. 
Wilson? 

A. I don't know that I was called upon by him directly ; 

I may have been by his deputies; I believe I have been oc

casionally-to see whether a man had been punished too 

much. 

Q. How would he have been punished in such cases? 

A. By being drawn up the same as they are now. 

Q. The same mode of punishment that has been referred 
to'? 

A. rrhe same exactly. 

Q. How long had they been drawn up; do you remember? 
A. l do not; no, sir. 
Q. Were you there when that man Snook died 'l 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How soon after his death were you there? 
~- I w.as summoned that morning, soon afterwards. 

Q. Do you know how long afterwards ? 

A. I presume very soon; I can't tell how long, 2ir. 

Q. Where did you find that man? 

A~ I found him in the dark cell, lying on the floor. 

Q. Dead? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who was there? 

A. Mr. Perry, the marshal. · 

Q. Any one else present? 

A. I don't recollect of any other person being present at 

the time. 
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Q. Did you make any inquiry as to how that man died? 
A. I did, sir. 

Q. What information did you get 'l 

A. The information I got was that he was let down, and 

he seemed to be suffering severely, and presently he died. 

Q. The marshal didn't state to you that he found him 

dead in the stretcher 't 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you find that out afterward? 

A. I did not know it till he testified to it here on the 

stand. 

Q. Where was the body taken to then ? 

A. He was taken to the hospital, to the room where dead 

bodies are usually taken preparatory to burial, or for post

mortems, when they are deemed necessary or proper. 

Q. Did you see any marks about the man's face? 

A. No, sir; l did not. 

Q. What was your opinion about his death 'l 
A. I had no opinion then, sir. 

Q. If you had known that he had died in the stretcher, 

would vou not have made inquiry'? 

A. Well, I inquired about the mode of his death. 
Q. You di<ln't ascertain the fact ? 

A. No, sir; I did · not, so it seems. 

Q. If you had known that he had died in the stretcher, 

would you have made auy further inquiry? 

A. I probably would; I wanted to learn all about it 
that was to be learned. 

Q. But when the marshal told you that he bad died in 

the cell in that manner, that satisfied you, and you didn't 

make any further· inquiry about it at all ? 
A. l did not, because it was a matter for the county phy

sician then to investigate, and l knew he would make a 

post-mortem, and try and get at the cause of death; knowing 

that that would be done, I formed no opinion as to the cam;;e 

of the man's death. 
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Q. Were you there when the county physician came'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you at that time? 

A. I think I was in the dispensary. 

Q. Who was there with you? 

A. Mr. Riley. 
Q. Do you remember the conversation that occurred? 

A. Yes, sir; I do somewhat. 

Q. What was it? 

A: Somewhat in reference to the man's sudden death

thc man being fo·und dead ; and l said to him that the peCU· 

liarity of it was that he had been undergoing punishment. 

q. What was there peculiar about that'? 

A. The peculiarity of his sudden death was that he had 

just been undergoing puni~hment. 

Q. Did you state to the county physician what kind of 

punishment he had been undergoing'? 

A. No, sir; I did not. 

Q. Did any other person '? 
A. I don 1t know that they did. 
Q. Did the county physician make any inquiry in regard 

to the kind of punishment'! 

A. I don't know that he did; he did .not to me. 
Q. Do you know that he did to Dr. Riley '! 
A. I don't know; it is none of my concern usually. 

Q. Did the county physician make that inquiry of you 

while you were there? 

A. Be did not. 

Q. Nor of Dr. Riley ? 
A. I don't kno'Y' that he did. 

Q. You were present with them? 

A. I wasn 1t with him and Mr. Riley all the time. 

Q. Did not you and Dr. Riley and the county physician 
go to the dispensary where the body was? 

A. Mr. Riley went a little in advance of us to where tho 
body was? · 
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Q. If Mr. Riley had said that to the county physician, 
would you not have heard it'! 

A. Mr. Riley and the county physician were in the room 
with the body for some time without my presence. 

Q. You didn't hear him say that to the county physician 
in your presence? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. .And you had never heard that that man Snook died 

in the stretcher? 
A. Not till it was testified to by the marshal, sir. 
Q. Did you have any further conversation with the mar

shal that morning about his death? 
A. No, sir; I don't know that I did ; I never had any 

subsequent conversation with him. 
Q. It is a common occurrence for men to die suddenly in 

the prison? 
A. We find it occasionally, sir. 
Q. You don't make any investigation of it at all, but just 

send for the county physician? 
A. Yes, sir; I let him make whatever investigation is 

necessar_y; in a case of sudden death he always makes a 
post-mortem to find the cause of dea~h. 

Q. If you had known that this ~an died in the stretcher, 
would you have pursued any different course than what you 
did? 

A. I should have told the county physician. 
Q. You would have thought it was the county physi

cian's duty to hold an inquest? 
A. Not necessarily so; he was the judge of that under the 

law; if he had known the fact, that was his privilege under 
the law. 

Q. .As an officer of the prison don't you think it was the 
duty of any officer of the prison to inform the county physi
cian of that fact ? 

A.· They ought to know their own duties, sir; I suppose 
the committee has no need of my opinion in reference to 
their du ties. 
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Q. You were an officer of the prison ? 
A. Yes, sir ; as an officer of the prison I gave him all the 

information I had, sir. 
Q. As an officer of the prison is it not your opinion that 

it was the duty of those officers to notify the county physi
cian how the man died? 

A. It may have been, probably. 
Q. In your opinion as a physician, what was the cause of 

that man's death? 
A. He had chronic meningitis with a large amount of 

serous effusion in the ventricles of the brain, and a certain 
amount of congestion in the membranes of the brain. 

Q. Do you think that the punishment that was inflicted 
upon him hastened his death? 

A. It would contribute in some degree to that end, sir. 
Q. From the disease that existed in the brain was he 

liable to die suddenly? 
A. I think so, sir. 
Q. In as short a time as fifteen minutes? 
A. He was liable to sudden death; I mean by sudden 

death, in a very few minutes. 
Q. From you! experience as a physician in the prison, 

being acquainted with. the punishments, do you consider 
that what they term ·the stretcher is a cruel punishment? 

A. It is a very severe punishment, sir. 
Q. It depends very much upon how it is administered? 
A. Of course it may be made a cruel punishment. 
Q. You would think that it could be very easily made a 

cruel punishment ? . 
A. Yes, sir; with very little difficulty. 
Q. Did you made an examination of the body after death? 
A. No, sir; I did not; I was present at an examination 

made by the county physician, who takes charge of all those 
cases, the same as he does outside. 

A. Did you examine Snook in his life time ? 
Q. I had seen .him when he first came there, and examined 

him in reference to his general condition; .no particular ex· 
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amination, but all that was generally considered necessary . 
Q. How did you arrive at this conclusion stated here, 

that he had several diseases? 
A. I didn't state that he had several diseases. 
Q. How did you arrive at your opinion, in regard to the· 

condition of his brain? 
A. I arrived at that by the result of the post mortem ex

amination; the only way it could be arrived at; I was 
present at it; I didn't make it. 

Q. I understood you to say, in your testimony, that you 
gave notice to the county physician that the man had been 
punished? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How did you arrive at that conclusion? 
A. I was told so by the marshal. 
Q. Are you aware that on the night or morning of this 

punishment-particularly on the night before this punish
ment-he complained of being sick ? 

A. I am not, sir. 
Q. Have you any knowledge of any deputy or other per

son having made a request, or that he made a request, that 
the doctor should be sent for? 

A. I have never heard so, sir. 
Q. Did you leave any word as to how the question should 

be answered in case you should be sent for? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You did not leave orders that in no case were you to 

be sent for that night? 
A. No, sir; · I never have left such orders under any cir

cumstances. 
Q. Have you ever used the test on prisoners of burning 

with alcohol? 
A. I have. 
Q. Does it require any treatment, in such cases, to heal 

the sores? 
A. Very little ; the same treatment that a blister would 

require to heal. 
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Q. It does not require continued treatment for any length 

of time? 
. A. Three or four days. 

Q. What medical book or journal has recommended the 
use of such a test ? 

A. None whatever, sir. 
Q. What institution beside the New Jersey State Prison 

is it used in? 
A. I do not know, sir. 
Q. What doctor or doctors recommend it as a test? 
A. I don't know, sir. 
Q. Have you ever used this test on a private person out

side of the State Prison ? 
A. No, sir. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Did you inform the county physician that this m~n 
had died during punishment? 

A. Just after punishment, sir ; I said that he died just 
after. 

Q. Had he ever been under treatment before? 
A. He had not been under treatment, no sir. 
Q. Did you consider him a sane man~ 
A. I had no reason to believe otherwise till after his 

death, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. How often did you visit the prison~ 
A. Always daily, and oftener if necessary. 
Q. Is it made your duty by law to visit it so often ~ 
A. Only by the law of necessity and propriety, sir. 
Q. What does the law require of you~ 
A. I think, to visit once or twice a week, and at other 

times to be subject to the call of the keeper ; I don't know 
the express provisions of the law-I don't remember them 
particularly. 

t 



Q. You have found it necessary to visit the prison daily 
since you have been there? 

A. I have, sir, during the last seven years. 
Q. Have you any knowledge of any great wron·gs prac

ticed, or cruelties inflicted during that period, by the 
officials of the New Jersey State Prison ? 

A. I have not, sir, I believe. 
Q. Have any complaints of . wrongs or cruelties beeh 

made to you by prisoners or by any one else, under General 
Mott's administration? 

A. I can't recall any, sir. 
Q. If any such wrongs or cruelties had been practiced 

or inflicted, would you not have known it ? 
A. If prisoners had suffered severely in consequence of 

such wrongs or punishments, I presume I should have 
known of it. 

Q. Could it be possible that such wrongs or cruelties 
could be practiced during that time without your knowl
·edge? 

A. It is possible, but I don't regard it as probable. 
Q. If they required medical treatment it would cer

tainly have been brought to your knowledge? 
A. It would have come under my notice then, sir, 

undoubtedly. 
Q. · These I understand to be the charges upon which 

this investigation is based; the specifications are found, if 
I understand it, in the newspaper article published in the 
" True American " of January 29th ; that article having 
been shown to Dr. Corson, he stated that he '~as the author 
of it ; have yon read that article? 

A. I have, sir. 
Q. Did you make to Dr. Corson the statements contained 

in that article ? 
A. I did not, sir; probably in part I did. 
Q. Was that a casual, friendly conversation ? 
A. It was a friendly visit I made him, such as I ·haV'e 

been in the habit of making him from time to time. 
Q. During the long period of his illness? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The first specification is, " The boot-heel gag ; I have' 

3~ 
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never seen this punishment, but it is said to be very pain
ful in its application ;" did you tell Dr. Corson that that 
mode of punishment was "very painfu1 in its application?" 

A. I did not, sir. 
Q. From what you know of itR application, is it usually 

painful? 
A. I have not so considered it, sir ; I have had no reason 

to consider it so. 
Q. And you never stated to Dr. Corson that it was so ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. The next specification is that of the paddle ; Dr. 

Corson describes it thus: "This instrument is used to beat 
prisoners on the bare buttocks, and it inflicts intense suffer
ing ;" did you describe that to Dr. Corson as a mode of 
punishment used in the N: ew Jersey State Prison ? 

A. I did not, sir ; there is no such instrument known 
there. 

Q. Did you state anything from which any such state
ment could be reasonably inferred in regard to punishments 
in the New Jersey State Prison ? 

· A. I have no recollection of having done so; I presume 
I did not. 

Q. Could you possibly have stated it as a mode of pun-
ishment in the New Jersey State Prison? 

A. I could not possibly. 
Q. Have you ever seen that punishment inflicted? 
A. I have in other state prisons. 
Q. Third, "the stretcher;" did you ever describe any 

mode of punjshment in the prison under that name to Dr. 
Corson ? 

A. I did not, sir. 
Q. Did you say to him that in the use of any mode of 

punishment, "The man's feet are securely fastened to the . 
floor ; he is then handcuffed, and then by means , of a rope 
attached to a ring in the ceiling, his arms are drawn up as 
6ghtly as possible ?" 

A. I never described any such mode of punishment prac
ticed in the State Prison. 

Q. Have you ever known of any such punishment? 
A.. No, sir; I have not. 
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Q. Did you ever state to Dr. Corson that alcohol was 
put upon a man's back who was supposed to be shamming, 
and that it was then set fire to ? 

A. I probably described a 1case of that kind, in which 
however, it was not put upon the back. 

Q. Did you describe any such treatment as that? 
A. No such mode of punishment in which alcohol was · 

put on a man's back. 
Q. You did describe the use of alcohol in a certain case? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was it used as a puni8hment? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What was the purpose of it ? 
A. It was used as treatment in a case which was proved 

to be feigned paralysis, feigned loss of voice, feigned 
epilepsy. 

Q. How was it applied? 
A. A little poured on the outer side of the thigh was set 

fire to. 
Q. Was it successful or otherwise ? 
A. It was successful. 
Q. Was the shamming made apparent by it '? 
A. It was. 

' Q. Was the paralytic soon restored to the use of his 
limbs?, 

4. He was in a short time after that, sir; and he 
recovered his voice, and had no more fits. 

Q. Did he go to work, sir? 
A. I believe he did soon afterwards- within a very few 

days; I don't know exactly when, probably · when they 
fc,uud a _place for him in the shop. 

Q. Did he have any more fits ? 
A. He never had another fit, i believe, sir. 
Q. You have heard the testimony of Mr. John W . 

Ward, the physician to the asylum, given before this 
committee ? 

A. I did, sir. 
Q. He is one of those that Dr: Corson refers ·to with 

regard to the treatment of another indi:vidual by alcohol ; 
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did Dr. Ward's testimony, as you remember it, sustain the 
specification here ? 

A. I think not, sir. 
Q. Dr. Corson reiterates the specification in his testi

mony given before the committee on the 5th of February, 
at the first meeting of this committee, and elaborates it 
so.mew hat by saying that "he then spoke of the manner of 
punishing prisoners by having their feet clamped to the 
floor, by some instrument which fastens their feet to the 
floor by a clamp; then they are handcuffed, and the hands 
iue drawn up to the ceiling as tightly as possible; did you 
describe any such punishment as that to Dr. Corson ? 

.:A.. Ldid not describe to him any such mode of punish
ment as ever having occurred in the New Jersey State 
Prison. 

Q. He says that you also stated that after a m.an had 
been taken to what was called "the stretcher"~that you 
didn't use the term'' stretcher"_:_but that you told him that 
the man was put upon this instrument and "stretched ;" 
did you describe any such treatment to Dr. Corson? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Is there any such treatment known in the New Jersey 

State Prison as ,placing a man upon a stretcher and stretch
ing him? 

A. Not to my knowledge ; I never heard the term used 
or saw it until I saw it published in the paper. 

Mr. Parramore~Did Dr. Corson say that in that con ver
sa ti on the term ~'as used that a man \Yas " placed upon a 
stretcher?" 

A. I have no recollection of it. 
Mr. Kingman-I will read from his testimony again : 

"He also said that this man, after this, was taken to what 
has been called 'the stretcher;' he did not use that term, 
but that he was put upon this instrument and stretched; 
then he was taken down, and he didn't walk well enough, 
and he was put in the instrument and stretched again ; 
those are the points the Doctor gave me in conversation ;'' 
is that true or not ~ · 

.A.. No, sir ; that is not true. 
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Q. The question was put to the witness, "I see you said 
in this letter that ' Dr. John W. Ward, chief physician at 
the asylum for lunatics, told me that during last Summer 
an insane man was sent from the prison to the asylum ; 
upon examining him, a severe burn was found upon one of 
his buttocks;' do you know anything about that, except 
what be stated?" then the answer is, " I only know what 
be stated, that a lunatic prisoners had been sent there, and 
that upon examination a sore was found upon his thigh; the 
man escaped from the asylum and has not been heard 
of since ; this was found, upon examination, to appear upon 
his arrival fi·om the prison." Did you tell Dr. Corson that 
Dr.Ward had found any such sore? · . 

.A. No, sir. 
I 

Q. Is the gag now used in the New Jersey State Prison 
a cruel punishment in any sense? 

.A. I have never had any complaint of it, and I neve.r 
thought it was cruel. 

Q. Does it interfere with a man's breathing? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. What is about the depth of it? 
.A. I never measured it, sir, but I suppose it is about an 

inch, maybe a little more. 
Q. Was there any gag, or any instrument in the nature 

of a gag, used by former keepers of the State Prison ? 
.A. I think, so long ago as Mr. Robinson's time, there 

was a gag used; . it was either a piece of wood or a bar of. 
iron, packed thickly with rags, to stuff in the mouth. 

Q. Is the gag now used, 'in your judgment, as severe ae 
that would be ? 

.A. In my judgment it is not. 
Q. Is it necessarily painful at all? . 
.A .. Not necessarily; of course that would depend upon 

the size of it very much, and the depth to which it went · 
into the mouth. 

Q .. A gag made by fastening several layers together like 
a boot-heel, with a hole in the centre of it, and not more than 
an inch or an inch and a quarter in depth; would that inter
fere with a man's breathing? 

.A. No, sir ; I think it would not ; a man breathes 
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thi·ough his nostrils, and that makes no encroachment 
upon the nostrils, the partition between the mouth and the 
nostrils being a bony one. 

Q. In your opinion, does the punishment by the use of 
·the gag by the prison keeper exceed close confinement in 
the dungeon, with chain on leg and handcuffed, for Hix 

days? 
A. Not by any means, sir; it doesn't equal it at all, I 

should think. 
Q. How many days have you known a man to be chained 

to the floor under former keepers ? 
A. Three or four weeks. 
Q. Do I understand you three or four weeks continu

ously? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The law respecting the punishment in the prison, as 

found in the laws of 1876, is almost precisely a copy of the 
laws upon the same subject passed in 1869 and 1846, fa it 
not? 

A. I believe it is the same, sir. 
Q. It reads precisely the same? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What have been the effects, as far as you know, of 

the punishment by tying up by the wrists, upon the health 
of prisoners ? 

A. In the case of a prisoner who hlls been put up for a 
long time the result is his wrists are severely strained, and 
perhaps his organs of respiration have been interfered with, 
and their health has deteriorated thereby, so far as I have 
been able to judge ; since the punishments have been 
shortened I cannot say that I can trace any case of ill-health 
to that cause. 

Q. Have you known any such under General Mott's 
administration~ 

.A. I have not known of any such under his administra
tion. 

Q. This punishment then was in use when General Mott 
went to the prison ? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been called upon to excuse a convict 
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·from work on account of punishment, since General Mott 
has been keeper ? 

A. I don't think that I have. 
Q. Were you thus called upon under former keepers ~ 

A. I have been, sir, sometimes. 
Q. They were disabled by their punishment under for

mer keepers ? 
A. They seemed to be disabled, and asked me to excuse 

them because their muscles were so sore that they couldn't 
work ; and I had been unable to see that they were not so, 
and have therefore excused them. 

Q. Were you ever called upon · by General Mott to 
examine a convict to see if he could bear more punish
ment? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Were you ever called upon by a former keeper for 

such a purpose? 
A. I have been called upon by former keepers to see 

whether a man had suffered too much and whether they 
should let up on him- that is, whether he could stand some 
more. 

Q. In your opinion, does the punishment by tying up by 
the wrists, as practiced under the present keeper, exceed 
close confinement in a dark cell, on bread and water, with 
chain on the leg, or handcuffs, or both, for six days? 

A. I think it does not, sir, because it has not the same 
injurious effect upon the prisoner's health, because it is a 
short and severe punishment ; it hurts for the time being. 

Q. You heard the testimony of Dr. John L. Taylor as 
given before the committee ? · 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Which, in your opinion, is the most humane punish

ment, tying up by the wrists, as practiced by the present 
keeper, or the "dungeon and starvation " punishment, as 
described py Dr. Taylor in his testimony given before this 
committee? 

A. I regard the short and severe punishment as really 
more humane than the long continued punishment in which 
the man is fastened down in one place and kept in his own 
filth for three or four weeks, as I have seen them. 
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(l Was not the keeping of them in their own filth, and 
without permission to go to the closet, a part of the dun- · 
geon punishment formerly practised ? 

A. It seemed to be so, .sir. 
Q. Dr. Taylor says in his testimony, when asked what 

were the modes of punishment under Keepers Walker and 
Hennion, that they were most of the time "the dungeon 
·and starvation on bread and water, chained down to the 
floor in their filth ; I considered it unhealthy, and I consid
ered it cruel, and when this hanging up-(we called it up, 
we didn't call it stretching-hanging up at the side of the 
wall)-was used ;" he thought it less injurious to their 
health than the dungeon punishment to which he referred ; 
do you concur in that view ? 

A. I do, sir; experience has demonstrated that, decid
'edly. 

Q. Doctor Corson, in his testimony, says the same pun
ishment was used when he was physician ; he says, " The 
h10st severe punishment was placing the man in the dun
geon) with handcuffs, and anklets round his ankles, and 
keeping him on bread and water for six days; that was the 
most severe punishment that was ever practiced during the 
three years and six months that I was there." 

A. That is, by the keeper ? 
Q. Yes, sir, by the keeper; that they were chained down 

for six days in succession in that way, without being 
·allowed to visit the water closet; do you know what the 
practice was under other keepers ~ 

A. In Mr. V anderveer's time they weTe chained down in 
that way for six days, and then put in the hands .of the 
inspectors for the balance of a month? 

Q. Do you know what General Mott's practice has been 
With regard to prisoners when confined to the dungeon-
;whether or not they have been let up during each day? 

A:. I am told that tbey have ; I do not know personally, 
Q. The turning of the water into the cell of a prisoner 

·on one occasion, was that used as a mode of punishment ? 
.A. No;. sir. 
· Q. Were you present whep. it was used? 
A. Yes, sir, 
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Q. Was it used by your direction ? 
A. It was used at the suggestion of the acting inspect-: 

ors, and I acceded to it ; it was used under our supervision 
to clean the prisoner-merely as a sanitary measure for the 
prison and the prisoner. 

Q. Was the acting inr,pector present? 
A. Yes, sir; he was present when it was used. 
Q. So far as you know, is the proportion of convicts large 

that have never been punished at all ? 
A. I think so, sir; I think the majority have ne\·er been ; 

the records will show that. 
Q. Is there not a considerable pr9portion of very des'.'" 

pPrate characters in the New Jersey State Prison ~ 
A. There have been some very desperate men there. 
Q. Men who have been in other prisons? 
A. I believe so; yes, sir. 
Q. Do such men willingly perform the · duties assigned to. 

them by the keeper? 
A. No, sir; they generally do it unwillingly. 
Q. Do they strive to the utmost of their ability to escape 

performing hard labor ? 
A. They do, many of them. 
Q. The duty imposed upon the keeper is to employ them 

at hard labor? 
A. They are sentenced generally to hard lab'or, and it is 

supposed to be the keeper's duty to see that they all labor; 
I consider it my duty to assist in that direction when their 
health will warrant it. 

Q. Have you known the class of desperate convicts to 
which I have referred to resort to different means to disa
ble themselves ? 

A. I have sometimes, sir. 
Q. Do they resort to feigning sickness and pain ~ 
A. Yes, sir; frequently . 
. Q . .And do they sometimes disable themselves~ 
A. They do, sir; by cutting their fingers, and so on. 
Q. Do they ever cut their fingers off? 
.A. Very nearly so in a few instances. 

! Q. You would not think it at all cruel to tie that class <>f 
33 · 



prisoners up by the hands in the wav General Mott does, 
would you? 

A. I won]d not, sir. 
Q. Has General Mott, during his term as keeper, in any 

respect exceeded his anthority, in your judgment, in t.he 
administra6on of punishment? 

A. Not to my kn owledge, or in my jn<lgment. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. [Diagram shown to witness.] You have spoken of 
prisoners being confined in the dungeon on bread and 
water; wi11 yon be good enough to te11 me if that diagram 
represents correctly the position in which they are con
fined ·? 

A. No, sir; they are generally chained to a hook in the 
walJ, I think, sir; possibly to a hook in the floor; I think 
a hook in the wall near the floor; that is my recollection 
of what I have seen three years ago .. 

Q. I find by the law of 1876 the acting inspectors are 
to "visit the cells of each prisoner at least once in a week, 
out of the presence and hearing of the keeper and· other 
persons employed in the prison," and they are to "examine 
into the truth of all complaints of oppression ot ill-treat
ment of prisoners;" during General Mott's time have you 
ever heard ·of any such complaints being made by the 
prisoners, to those acting in spectors, of oppression or i11-
treatment? 

A. I have not, sir. 
Q. Have the acting inspectors informed you in regard to 

any ill-treatment of prisoners? 
A. They have not, sir. 
Mr. Kingman-With regard to the death of Snook I will 

make that the subject of examination at a future tiine, 
when I sha11 have all the testimony on that subject and 
have it together; I shall ask the doctor no further qnestions 
at present. 

By the Chairman-

. Q. Who was the acting inspector when the hose was 
t~rned upon that man ~ · · 

A. Mr. Frank H. Taylor. 



. Q. When was he acting inspector 1 
A. Three or four years ago. 
Q. I thought it had refere11ce to a man that the hose was 

tunied on iu General Mott's time ? 
A. Just preceding General Mott; it was upon the sam.~ 

m~m ; it was done once or tw·ice under General Mott. : · 
Q. Was there an acting inspector present then? 
A. I don't know that there was; . that was the origin 

9£ it. 
Q. It \Yas done, then, entirely unknown to any inspector~ 

· ,4. Yes, sir; it was done without any reference· to an 
inspector there; .it was a matter under my charge. under 
the law; the inspector is there only occasionally, and .can't 
krn;nv all that is going on perhaps. 
· Q. You were there wh~n that was done in yen~ra:l 

Mott's time~ 
A. Yes, sir~ it never was clone without my presence. 
Q. What term did yon use in yonr conversation with 

Dr. Corson to designate this stretcher? . 
A. I didn't describe any such in_strument as h.e P,as 

describe«;l under any name. 
Q. What did you describe '? 

.A. I suppose this mode of "putting them up," that is 
now practiced. · 

Q. Did you use the name of "stretcher" at all to . Dr. 
Cmson ? · 

A. I either used the term "putting up" or "stringing 
up ;" those are the only terms that I am in the habit of 
hearing used. 

Q. Did you convey to Dr. Corson the idea by the term 
" putting up,'' that it was stretchiug a man up? 

A. I didn't Ube the word "stretch" at all, sii·; I have no 
idea that I used the word "stretch" there to him or any.
body else; I am not in the haoit of using it. 

Q. When you used that term, did yon mean hoisting 
them up '? 

A. Putting them up, as you saw men put up to-day.; 
that is what I meant to imply. 

Q. Instead of using the term "stretch" you used '.the 
term "putting up." 
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A. Yes, sir ; I never heard or saw the word " stretcher" 
so used; I saw it in the communication. 
' ·' Q~ · What kind of a gag did they use under Mr. Wilson~ 

A. I don't remember, because those are things that. I 
yerj seldom see~ 

Q. Did you ever see the gag used there ? 
A. I don't know that I have, except under Robinson, 

and since these gags have been used; I don't remember to 
have seen them under Howell, or Vanderveer, or Wilson: 

Q. You have seen gags used there? 
A. Yes, sir, under Robinson; I have heard ·that they 

were ut:3ed under others. 
' · Q. You have stated that there was a gag used there with 
a cloth around it ~ 

A. Yes, sir; a big wad put round it. 
Q. Do you know what that was used for? 
A. To stuff the mouth, so that he couldn't yell. 
Q. ·Do ·you know whether it was made for a crazy .per

~on there? 
r . A. No, siq I think not. 

By Senator Plummer-" 

Q. How long do JDU think a strong, healthy man would 
st~nd this stretching up? 

·· A; I don't know, sir; I haven't had enough experience 
to be ~ble to determine. 
· · Q. How long do you think a delicate man would stand 
iU 

A. I have no idea, sir; it is very seldom a delicate man 
·ever gets such a punishment. · 

Q. You have seen this instrument called a "stretcher r 
· A. I have seen their mode of stringing up; I have seen 
no instrument. 

Q. Then you can form some idea as to whether a man 
:could endure it for any length of time ? 

A. I know I have seen men there that were said to have 
been in it for two or three hours ; I didn't know that they 
h_aq b~en; it is a great muscular strain, and causes soreness. 

Q. Is it any part of you,r duty to visit the workshops ? 
.A. No, sir. 
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1 Q~ Do you frequently visit them~ 
A. No, sir, I seldom visit them. 
Q. Did you ever notice men there that had orders to 

work and did not work ? 
A. No, sir ; I am seldom there . 

. ·, · Q. Have you noticed in the workshops any difference of 
bpinion between the inspectors and the prisoners ~ 

A. No, sir, never of that kind. 
· Q. The prisonel's all seem to be perfo'rming their duties 1 
A. So far as I have ever seen. · 
Q. Do- you . know, of your ·own knowledge, . as to how 

many cases there had been in which the burning by alcohol 
has been applied to men who have recently been trans,. 
ferred to the asylum? 

A. No, sir ; there was one transferred to the asylum ; 
~her~ was only two o:p.. whpm it was, used. 

Q. T4.~t i;nan proved to be really .insane? . 
A. He was so adjudged by two physicians, as well as by 

Dr. Ward. 

By the Chairman-

Q. In describing this means of punishment, would not 
the word "sti'etcher " ·be as properly used as the word "up?" 

A. No,' sir ; because it would seem to imply that it was 
an instrument of torture, whereas it is merely a mode of 
punishment. · 

Q. Does it not merely describe the punishment to say 
that a man is "stretched up ?" 

A. There might be no impropriety in saying that a man 
is stretched up just as well as saying strung up or put up, 
0nly· in calling it a "stretcher" you imply that there is 
some instrument of torture used, which isn't the fact. 
· · · Q. You are acquainted with Mr. Anthony K. Perry, 
marshal of the prison, who ·was examined here? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He speaks of a prisoner under Mr. Keeper Wilson, 

who was tied up, or put _up, as they call it, for two or three 
·hours··; do you know. wJiether. that punishment was .admin
istered under Keeper Wilson? 

A : I was never there to see. 



Q. You were physician tinde1~ Keeper vVilson, .wert1 _yo1:1 
not? 
. A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were you called up0n to prescribe after that man, or 
any man, who had ever endured such a punishment .~ 

A. I w.as occasionally asked by men to excuse them fr~rr;i. 
work because they had been punish~d ~o long that tJ,J.ey 
<;:ouldn't work. 
.. . Q. From your knowledge of Mr. Perry have y9u ~y 
~oubts of the truth of that .statement ? 

,;4. I ,d.Q n;9t .dou9.~ it, sir; I h~ve n'? re~~.on to d.0:1,1J:>t .}fr. 
J?~r.rv . . . ,. 

Ro'bert H. Howell, a witnese subpama.e.d by order of th~ 
Joint Committee, being duly sworn, testi:ije_s as folJow~ .:· 

E4amined by the Ohairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residenc~ 1 
A. Robert H. Howell. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton? 
,4. No, sir; I live in Newton, Sus.sex county. 
Q. What is your business? 
A. I have no business at present, sir. 
Q. Were you ever keeper of the State Prison }ier~? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have yoi,i read the resolution under which w~ -~r~ 

a.cting? 
A. I have not, sir. 
[By direction of the chairman the clerk read the resglu

tion.] 
Q. Have you visited the prison un_d~r Q-en.eral :M9tt's 

management ~ 
A. I was there to-day, sir. 
Q. Have you been there before a:t any tinw 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anyt~ing ~l;wu~ Jh.e punishru,~nt 

inflicted there now ? 
.A.. No, sir;. 



Q. YOU don't know anything about the different mOdeS 
6£ punishment under General :Mott, and therefore you 
cannot say whether they are different from what was 
practiced there before ? 

A. N6, sir. 
Q. Please state what kind 0£ punishment you used when 

you were keeper. 
A. We sometimes put a man in the cell with handcuffs 

upon his wrists-sometimes handcuffed and put up against 
the wall where there were rings, which seemed to hav~ 
been put in when the prison was built; and I sometimes, 
in two or three instances, put a prisoner in an instrument 
that you now call a "stretcher;" we then called it "putting 
him up." 

Q. Did you use that often? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Can you tell how often? 
A. I think I never used that on over tw6 M thtee 

prisoners ; I am not certain ; it is six years ago. 
Q. How long were you keeper there? 
A. Two years, sir. 
Q. While you were there did you consider that a V>'·~ry. 

severe mode of punishment ? 
A. I think it might be made so. 
Q. Do you think . it requires very great discretion in iti 

use? 
A. I never gave that discretion to any one else; I saw 

to it ·myself personally, the way they were put up ; I 
never allowed it done in my absence from the prison. 

Q. You considered it a dangerous thing to put into the 
hands of other parties ? 

A. I think it might be made so, sir. 
Q. In your application of that punishment, h6w long 

did you ever leave a man up ? 
A. I can't tell you now, sir; no nian was e'V'er up an 

instant after he asked to be taken down. 
Q. Has a man been left up ten minuteE; ? 
A: I think they have been. 
Q. Twenty minutes 1 
.A. I don't know. 



Q. An hour? 
A. I think not, sir; I don't think that has ever hap

pened; I can't say now, that is my impression. 
Q. In "putting them up," as you fa=lrm it, were you very 

careful how high you raised a man ? 
A. _Very; he always stood square on his feet, sir. 
Q. You never raised him off the soles of his feet ? 
.A. Never, sir. 
Q. When men are raised higher than that do you con'." 

sider it a very dangerous mode of punishment ? 
A. I thought it so. 
·Q; It was such a dangerous mode of punishment that 

yo11 didn't like to resort to it ~ 
A. I haven't said that. 
Q. You didn't like to delegate it to any person ? 
A. I never did, sir. 
Q. Did you use this gag? 

; A. Never, sir; l never saw one. 
Q. Did you ever .see any gag in the prison? 
A.. We once a tried a gag on a man with a stick, but we 

made a miserable fail are of it; we got it out about as fast 
as we gotit in. 

Q. Was he crazy or sane ? 
A. He was a sane man, sir. 
Q. The mode of _punishment that you used was the dun

geon and chains? 
·A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was your usual term for that punishment~ 
A. I always intended to punish a man until he said he, 

submitted ; that might be longer or shorter. 
Q. It might be a week? 
A. I never had such a case . 

. -.Q. They generally submitted in a day or two ? 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. Did you let tb~m up in the meantime 1 
A. Not always. · 
Q. Did you leave a man there in hi,s filth 1 
A. Sometimes. 
Q. Was that a frequent occurrence? 
A. No, sir ; that was a part of his punishment. . .. 



. @. Did . JCIU often find it neeessary te. }eave a-maB lying 
in his filth ? 

A. No, ·sir. 
Q. They generally asked to be let np=-repeBted ~ 
A. They always got up when they said they submitted. 
Q. When a man found himself in that situation he pretty 

soon asked to be let up~ 
A. Ordinarily; I can't remember just how iong meh 

was kept up, without referring to the record. 
Q. Had you any other rriode of punishment~ 
.A. None excepting that of putting them up to the eye

bolt in the side of the eell ; he stands up close to the side 
t>f the wall, with his arms lifted above his head. 

Q. Was the principle the same as it is now, in the middle 
of the cell? 

A. Yes, sir; it was more difficult to get a tall man or a 
rec:;isting man up the eyebolt. 

Q. You didn't have the chains up to the beam in the 
centre? · 

·A. It wasn't generally used in the centre af the cell that 
you speak of; no, sir. 
· Q. What mode of punishment did yon adopt for trifling 

offences~ · 
A. Made them carry a ball and chain for a day er two 

back and forward from the shop to his cell-,-the ehain 
fastened to his ankle and the ball carried in his hand as he 
walked. 

Q. A good deal as they do in the a_rmy ~ 
A. Yes, sir; there is something of a tii~gl'aee about it; 

they don't like it. 

By Senator Plummer- · 

Q. You say you had this system of drawing a man u~' 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever know a man to faint under that kind oi 

punishment ~ 
A. l never did under that means to which yon allude 

now; I have no recollection of such a thing; I did when a 
man wae p\1t np to the sid~ 9f the wall; h~ pretended to, 

s1· 
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'.bnt it was a 'sham; he straightened himself up afterwards, 
and that was all there was of it. 

Q. Yon have never heard of a case where they had to 
l.ie dowb' and rest awhile .before 'they could move off~ 

'A. I don't remember of such a case. 
Q. In the cases you had yon did not punish those men so 

that they were unfit to go to work, did you~ 
·' · A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Parramore-

.. Q. Did you never raise a man off the flat of his feet? 
A. I never did ; they always stood :flat on their feet; I 

don't remember that a man ever staid up longer than half 
an hour; it is a pretty sharp pnnishment; a man didn't 
want a great deal of it. 

Q .. Would that be as severe punishment if the man 
rested on the flat of his foot. 
. A. I assumed it to be so because the men that I practised 
it on gave in very soon, and I knew they were very 

· ·troublesome men, that hadn't submitted to ·any previous 
treatment. 

· Q. If they bad been raised up to the bal1s of their feet 
would it be a severe punishment ? 

· ... A. I think it would, sir; if they stayed there long. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. You have visited the prisons of other states while you 
were keeper, have yon not? 

.A. Somewhat, sir. · 
Q. Did you visit the prisons, or some of them, in the 

State of New York? 
.A. I did at Albany . 

. ·Q; Under whose charge as keeper was that prison i 
.A. General Pil1sbnry's. 

· · · Q. How long had he been a keeper? 
.A. Twenty-five years, I think he told me. 

·, Q. What was his reputation as a disciplinarian in the 
· prison, and as a keeper generally? 

.A. It was thonght that he stood at the head and front in 
the whole country as a successful keeper, in his discipline 



and in tht: financial results of the illstitution of which he 
had charge. 

Q. Do you know whether or nut this mode of stringing 
up prisoners was pntelic·ed in the Albany, under General 
Pillsbury '?. 

A. I can't say; bnt I know he had the means to secure 
them in an inclosure beneath the prison ; I didn't see a 
man under punishment; I saw the ''bull rings," as they 
call them, in the floor, and the structure. 

Q. By which their feet were fastened to the floor and 
then they were strefohed up? 

A. I should think they were. 
Q. You saw the apparatus? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have paid considerable attention to the m~tter 

of prison discipline? 
A. Some little. 
Q. You visited the congress on that subject that met in 

London during your keepership, did you not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It had the subject of prison discipline under consid-

eration? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It met for that purpose 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. With your knowledge thus acquired and your expe

rience .as a keeper in the New Jersey State Prison, which, 
in your opinion, is the better and more humane mo.de of 
punishment, that by confinement in the cells with handcuffs 
and .chained to the floor in their own filth, or that by tying 
them up by the wrists as practised at present ? 

A. I think it is infinitely more humane to give a man 
sharp and quick punishment as generally practised_:_always 
upon the principle that a man is let down so soon as he 
submits. 

Q. Was not that the judgment of General Pillsbury on 
that subject? 

A. It was ; he so told me. 
Q. Was that or not the judgment of eminent prison dis-

ciplinarians ~ 



A . . Every one with whom I have come in contaet. 
Q. Was Dr. Phillips physician of the prison when yeu 

we1·e keeper ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you or not consider him a humane man 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. A good physician ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Attentive to his duties~ 
A . .As far as I lpww, sir. 
Q. Do you know .Anthony K. Per.r1 t 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Was he under you as deputy ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was his disposition as te humanity~ 
A. I think he was a very kind hearted man ,; I esteemed 

him highly as an officer. 
Q. Was he truthful in his statements ? 
A. I think so, sir. 
Q. Always reliable ? 
A. I so thought him. 
Q. Would he, in-your judgincnt, be incli~ed te exeeed 

h,:J.s authority in the infliction of punishment? 
·A. I don't think he would, sir. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did you ever know a inan ehained to the crossc.beam 
to get up on the top of it ? 

A. Yes, sir; I had an incorrigible man by the name 0f 
Qharles Yard ; when I first went to the prison I walked 
about and found three men in the cells who seemed to he 
"\Ven, but wouldn't work ; I had heard nothing of them ; 
I asked them why they were not working, and this man 
said he hadn't worked for :five months, and he wouldn't 
work for nobody; I thought it was my duty to see that a 
strong, rugged man did work ; he said he wouldn't, and I 
put 'him into one of those eye-bolts in the wall, and he 
danced and sung, and shouted for some time ; he was very 
t:re;uble$ome ; I had seen this, cross-beam in the other cells 
hut had never used it; it suggested itself to my mind, then., 



at once, what it was for; he was a tall man, and it was 
difficult to get him up to the side of the wall ; I tMk him 
in that cell and fastened him up by the wrists, with instruc
tions for him to call me when he was ready to come out 
~nd go to work; he was so still that we peeped in the cell, 
and he was perched up on the cross-beam ; as that hadn't 
beat him I found a ring in the floor beneath this pulley, 
and I fastened his feet to that with a chain about a foot 
lqng, and then left him there ; in a few minutes he called · 
£or me and said if I had put him there in the first place .l 
would uever have had any trouble with him, and I didn't 
have any trouble with him afterwards. 

By Mr. Kingman-

. . Q. You considered that humane treatme~t for that prii
oner ~ 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And very successful in the matter of discipline 1 
.A . Yes, sir ; I think we had two or three other cases ; 

we were successful in each case. 
Q. Did you ever know it to fail ? 
A. No, sir ; I didn't know any such thing as fail 
Q. It was a kind of dernier resort? 
A. I think it soon got. out that °that had been applied 

successfully, and nobody cared to try it. . 
Q. I believe you had only two or three cases of it? 

,.. .A. I don't remember only three. 
Q. How many m~n bad you ? 
A. Something over 500. 
Q. All the time? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know how many there are now~ 
.A. I heard to-day that there was over 800. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Can you remember now about how along 1t was after . 
you hooked this man to the .wall that you found him.on the 
beam? · 

.A. That was when he was ; in the centre of the cell .; I 
don't remember ; I should think, perhaps-·- · 
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Q. As nearly as you can tell? 
A. You see it is six years ago ; I shouldn't like to say ; 

it would be pure guess work. 
Q. Could it have been half an houd 
A. 0, no, ·sir; nor the half of it; I should think, perhaps, 

five or ten minutes. 
· Q. It might possibly have been longer than ten minutes 1 
A. Yes, sir ; and it might have been shorter; 
Q. If he had nothing in his mouth it would be very easy 

for him to call you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He could make a noise ~ 
A. As well as you or I can; there was some one in reach 

of him all the time ; in fact I was a little nervous about it 
myself ; it was my first experiment and I wanted to havQ 
him call. · 

Q. What position did Perry hold under you as keeper~ 
A. He was shopkeeper. 
Q. Who had the authority to inflict the punishments 

while you were keeper? 
A. There was a marshal appointed whose duty it was to 

inflict punishment ; the orders always came from me. 
Q. The marshal was the only person to inflict it other 

t1ian yourself ? · 
A. Th~ mar~hal inflicted the punishment. 

r Q. Do you remember who was marshal when you were 
there? 

A. I had three under my administration. 
Q. Was Perry one of them? 
A. No, sir; I don't remember that he was. 

By the Chafrman:._ -" 

Q. In inflicting that punishment,· did you give orders 
when you put a man in the dungeon.: to let him up when
ever he repented ? 

.A. 'Alyvays. 
- ~ Q. You didn't sentence him for any particular time ? 

A. No, sir; not that I remember; I know that when ·a 
man ·said that he submitted we· generally l~t - him up. 



By Mr; Parramore-

Q. I don't understand that the punishment was of such 
a character as to make him squeal if he stood on his feet . 

.A. It is very tiresome to stand with the hands over your 
head. 

Q. I should not think that you need wait for a prisoner 
to call you under such circumstances? 
· .A. Suppose he should faint; I always let him stand on 
his feet. 

Frank H. Taylor, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being 
dnly sworn, testifies as follows. 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you give your full name and residence ? 
.A. Frank H. Taylor. 

· Q. Of Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your business? 
.A. I am in the employ of the Pennsylvania Railroad 

Company. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the New· Jersey 

State Prison? 
A. I was inspector thrne years, sir. 
Q. Under whond 
A. Charles Wilson. 
Q. How long ago was that, sir? 

· A. Well, it is two years ago since my term ended. 
Q. You were never inspector under General Mott~ 

. A. Never, sir; my term ended when his commence_d. 
Q. Do you know anything about the mode of phnish

ment under General Mott at all? 
.A. Only by hearsay, sir. 
Q. Have yon visited the prison since General Mott ha.s 

been there? 
A. Two or three times I have; yes, sir. 



Q. Have you seen any punishments infiieted there sinee 
he has been there? 

A. No, sir; I think not. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q; What were the modes of punishment while y-ou were 
acting inspector under Mr. Wilson~ 
· A. What is called "' the stretcher," I believe they eall 

it now, but we called it "putting them up ;'i that wa~ 
·practiced, and also putting cuffs on a man and hanging 
him up on a wall in that condition; those were the main 

· punishments, putting them in the dark cell in irons, and in 
·the dark cell on bread and water; but this mode of "'put
ting up," that was the last punishment to effect discipline 

....,-s11 bmission. 
Q. That was applied to the hard cases, was it? 

' A. Yes, sir; some of them ; they are all pretty hard. 
Q. While you were thus employed as inspector, was the 

punishment of putting them up frequently applied? 
A. Quite frequently; yes, sir. 
Q. As acting inspector, did you or not visit the prif;ion 

daily 1 
A. No, sir; not daily. 
Q. How often? 
A. The law required that I should visit the prison twiee 

a week, and I visited it from two to four or fiv,e time$ a 
week. 

Q. And yon obtained your iriformation on this subject by 
actually visiting the prison in that way ? 

A. Yes, sir; of course a good deal of it I did not 
witness, but some cases I did witness. 

Q. You witnessed some cases yourself then and there~ as 
yon have described· ~ 

A. Yf:ls, sir. 
Q. And you went out when Mr. Wilson's term ~~pire(J.? 
A. Yes, sir. 



By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Had you or had yon not free access to the prisoners 
at all times in their cells? 

A. Always; yes, sir. 
Q. And by yourself alone 1 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Did you or not, while you were thus acting inspector, 
see men actually tied np yourself? 

·.A. I did-yes, sir; not only myself but other members 
of the board. 

Q. So that that mode of punishment was approved by 
the · board of inspectors at that time ? 

.A. It was generally known by the board of inspectors. 
Q. And I suppose the permitting of it was an acknowl· 

edgement of their approval of it . 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You so understood it, did you not? 
A. I did; yes, sir. 

By the Chairman~ 

Q. Did the keeper make application to yon as an inspector 
for permission t© inflict that mode of punishment? 

A. No, sir ; he did not. 
Q. Do yon mean to say that by your seeing it merely, 

yon approved that mode of punishment. 
A. Yes, sir; I have seen it, and inquired at the time the 

circumstances which should warrant that mode qf punish
ment. 

Q. As an inspector visiting there every day, did you 
examine their books to see their different modes of punish
ment? 

A. I did not daily ; no, sir. 
Q. Did you examine them at all? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever sec that mode of pnnishment put on the 

book? 
A. No, sir; not in that shape. 
Q. In what shape was it put? 

35 
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A. Well, the only shape that I seen it in was the " dark 
cell," and "dark cell in irons;" I seen nothing in regard to 
the stretcher; there wasn't no record in that shape. 

Q. As an inspector did you think · that that was a suffi 
cient entry to describe that mode of punishment? 

A. I did ; yes, sir. 
Q. ·Yon thought that this stretcher belonged to that 

mode of punishment? 
A. I don't know what is called the stretcher. 
Q. This "putting. up," as you call it? 
A. Yes, sir ; it was known ; in fact I. can name two 

other inspectors who witnessed it; yes, three ; but one of 
them is now dead ; William A. Pierce, of Rocky Hill, I 
believe, and William E. Leighton, of Newark, and Alex
ander J acobns; a member of the House; those three mem
bers of the board, beside myself, have seen that punish
ment. 

Q. Do you know how long men were punished in that 
way? 

.A. For a very short time. 
Q. Half an hour~ 
A. No, sir; I don't know of but one case that exceeded 

that; I think at the time the men were put up there Mr. 
Wilson was very careful to instruct bis ~eputies to watch 
them; and if the man began to get faint or quiet, to let 
him down immediately. 

Q. ·Do yon know whether men were put up there for 
any length of time? 

.A. Only long enough to conquer him, and make him 
submit to the rules of the institution. 

Q. No definite time? 
.A. No, sir; some of them a minute or two was enough 

to satisfy them ; all they bad to do was to say they would 
submit, and they would be taken down; I don't know of a 
case where a man was treated the same way the second 
time. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Were they flat on their feet when you saw them ? 
.A. Yes, sir ; I couldn't say they was flat ; but I never 
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see a man raised but what he could take the weight on his 
toes; I never seen them do1 flat. 

By the Chairman-

Q. How long do you thi!' k a man would endure it 
stretch. ed up in that way- tw minutes or five minutes? 

A. Yes, sir; I have known them to stand it ten or fifteen 
minutes. . 

I . 

Q. Before they would cry ut ? 
A. Well, they would begin to cry out from the time 

they would put them up; they generally make a g1~eat 
noise, but they would be stubborn, of course ; they would 
be stubborn for ten minutes sometimes before they would 
submit to the rules; there is one thing in regard to that 
punishment-I have never seen any time fixed; I have 
seen men put up so that they by kicking off their slippers 
-they will often work their shoes off, and stand on that, 
so as to get their whole weight off the wrist. 

Q. Could they then take hold of the chain ? 
A. Then they could, when they climbed up on the beam. 
Q. Was the whole weight on the wrists~ 
A. The weight was on the wrists. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. It was quite a common occurrence to administer this 
punishment during Mr. Wilson's administration ? 

A. I can't say that it was common ; it was frequent ; It 
was only used when it was thought that it was necessary to · 
make men submit to the rules of the prison and to enforce 
discipline. 

Q. You have often visited the prison when this punish-
ment was inflicted ? 

A. Well, freqently. 
Q. It was not often administered in -that way, you sayl 
.A.. No, sir; not very often; I have said frequently;. 

but I don't know of any cases but what some other mode · 
had been tried-without some previous punishment. 

Q. How did he put them up-to a hook or a staple; or · 
something of that kind in the side of the wall ? 

A. There was two modes ; there was one-a hook; or a 



·staple, or something of the kind ; and they was cuffed and 
hung with their weight on the side of the wall ; another 
way-they were cuffed and drawn up to the beam-the 
cross-beam. 

Q. Was it more common to draw them up to the cross
beam than on the side of the wall ? 

.A. No, sir ; I don't think it was. 
Q. You have seen them frequently in both positions, on_ 

the beam and at the side of the wall ? 
A. I have seen them several times; yes, sir. 
Q. Which do you think was the most severe punishment, 

on the beam or at the side? 
A. Hanging up under the beam, I should judge. 
Q. When they put them up under the beam did they' 

let them stand fiat on the floor or pull them up ? 
A. No, sir; no.t always ; I noticed and I heard keepers 

.. also speak of cases that were put up, where some were put 
up worse than others. 

Q. You didn't take particular notice whether a man was 
standing on the flat of the foot or on his toes ? 

A. I never saw a man standing fiat on his feet. 
Q. You didn't have much experience in these punish

ments? 
A. I have looked into the matter too ; I didn't want to 

see men punished inhumanly, only it was necessary to make 
men submit to the rules; it was well published in the 
institution, what they must expect ; they all knew that that 
~reatment was there ; they knew if they really needed it, if 
they broke the rules, they would get it. 
· Q. It is not common for inspectors to visit a prisoner 
when this punishment is being inflicted? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. It is generally done by the marhal? 
A. Yes, sir, ; we always thought we had the right to go 

.th~;i:e, in ·wnson's time, to inspect it. . 
· Q. Did you ·generally remain in there during the whole 
time that they were stretching them up ? 

A. No, sir ; I can't say that ; I know of one or two 
occasions I have got a man to promise me to do b.etter and 
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behave himself and I went and got the keeper to' order the 
man down at once . 

. BY Mr. Kingman-

Q. Do you remember two prisoners that were confined 
in the dungeon for a long time while yon were there one 
day, named-one named Walsh, and another by the name 
.of Sullivan ? 

A. Yes, sir; I do. 
Q. Do you remember how long they were confined 1 
A. Well, I conldn't say positively, but it was from the 

time of the shooting of the prisoner that was shot by 
Keeper Lowe, until the expiration of Mr. Wilson's term. 

Q. Several weeks ? 
A. Yes, sir; over a year. 
Q. Confined in the dungeon all that period? 
A. In the dark cell; yes, sir; Sullivan went out when 

his time expired ; I guess he was in there five or six 
months. 

Q. He was not chained down all that time? 
A. Not chained down ; they were confined with a chain; 

they were chained to the leg. 
Q. During all that time? 
A. Pretty much ; yes, sir-if not all. 
Q. Did not the inspEctors, during that period, advise 

that they be taken out 1 
A. They did. 
Q. The keeper did not yield to it 1 
A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did you ever know this pntting up to fail ~ 

,.;1. No, sir-never; I never knew it but what it would 
accomplish the object; I knew of one case-I guess it was 
a, surprise to aJl that it took so loug to conquer him, to 
make him submit; I don't have a very distinct remem
prance, but I think it was a man named Williams; he was 
put up and taken down and put up ; I suppose he was kept 
up for several h9urs-a very stubborn man~ 
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By Mr. Kingman_:_._ 

Q. Was he put up for several hours continuously~ 
A. He was, if my memory serves me right, put np in th~ 

afternoon, taken dowp and chained to the floor, and put up 
again the next morning; I remember, I think he was in· 
Mr. :ferry's ward at that time ; he was the keeper in charge 
oi the ward ; I guess he could tell you more about it. 

Mr. Kingman- Perry spoke of such a man in his exam
ination. 

Witness-I don't know anything about this case; the 
first I knew of it was to-night when I got the subpcena. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. This putting up was generally the last resort after 
other means had failed ~ 

A. Yes, sir; when everything else was tried; it wasn't 
given unless it was thought necessary to give it. 

Q. What was this man's physical condition after he had 
been tied up in that way ? 

A. This man Williams ? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I can't state positively, but I think he went to work 

at once as soon as he submitted and agreed to work-that 
he was put in the shop at once. 

Q. It was very successful then, even in his case? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He was a very stubborn man? 
A. He was the worst case we had. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. I understood you to say you were present when these~: 

men were put up, but scarcely ever when they were taken . 
down? 

A. Oh, no; men have been taken down while I have 
been there; I have stood in the centre and listened to the . 
complaints made by the inspectors to the keeper, Mr. 
_Wilson; and also heard his sentence, putting them up; I 
have seen men taken up and brought back. 



Q. Most generally, when they are punished enough, they 
submit withont waiting long? 

A. Yes, sir; it is a perfect cure; I have heard prisouers 
say that they have had in another institution punishments 
of all kinds, but they thought this was a complete success; 
I mean in a general way-in conversations in their cells; 
I told them never to get into it again. 

Q. Prisoners would naturally be inclined to favor them
selves in making statements? 

A. Yes, sir ; they are all pretty good hands for that. 
Q. You have not in many instances witnessed a man 

taken down, and heard him say that he was satisfied ? 
A. I never knew them to be taken down but what they 

expressed themselves to be thoroughly satisfied with it. 
Q. Have you heard them, from their own mouths, while 

they were being punished, express themselves to the 
effect that it was satisfactory tO them, and that they were 
willing to submit? 

A. Yes, sir ; I know of a case in Trenton, of a colored 
man named Stout, that I took Mr. Jacobus up to see; and 
we took the key and went in and had a talk with that man 
and he promised us there that he would be good ; that he 
had enough of that, and that we would not be troubled 
with him again; I remember it more because I knew the 
man. 

Q. You don't remember now of any other particular 
case? 

.A. Not by name; I only remember him because I knew 
him as a boy. 

Q. Most of the cases where you talked to men were in the 
shop? 

A. Yes, sir ; and in the cells ; upon the question I have 
been brought into in regard to that hose--

Q. You are the Taylor that was mentioned? 
A. · Yes, sir ; I will just state that it wasn't as a punish

ment; it was used to cleanse the man and his cell after 
every other method had been tried ; he was naked and in 
his filth, and his cell was iu the same condition. 
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Julius .A. Johnson, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee, on behalf of the State Prison keeper, being duly· 
sworn: testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman~ 

Q. Will you please give your full name and residence'? 
.fl. Julius.A. Johnson, Trenton. 
Q. What is your business '? 

.A. Carpenter and builder. 
Q. Have you been connected with the New Jersey State 

Prison 'l 
.fl. Not officia11y; I have heen there a good deal labor-

ing. 
Q. S nee General Mott has been there? 
.A. 1: es, sir; I am now building the new wing. 
Q. I d you ever see any punishments inflicted on the . 

prisone s there ? 
.A. V -ell, I have, some. 
Q. V hat kind? 
.A. I 1ave saw one or two cases where men have bee:ri 

standin: · in the centre with a strap round their head which . 
they ca: a gag. 

Q. B )W long were they standing there'? 
.fl. I hink the longest ever I saw standing there was not. 

there fii een minutes. 
Q. 'V\ as that the only kind of punishment you ever saw 

inflicted there '? 

A. Y ~s, sir. 
Q. D :1 you ever hear any noise from prisoners that you ; 

suppose l were being punished? 
.A. I hink: I have; one or two instances. 
Q. y , u didn't know what punishment they were under

going'? 
A. I 1 .id not, except what I was told. 

By Mr. {ingman-
Q. W 1ile you were thus employed, had you convicts at 

work lrn ler you on the wing? 
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.A. I had. 
Q. Was that during the past year ? 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did any of those convicts, or any other convict, ever 

complain to you of cruel treatment under General Mott 1 
.A.. I don't know of any, except one. 
Q. What case was that ? 

.A.. He came out to work in the morning, and he said that
0 

he didn't feel very bright; one of my men, who was at 
work with him, asked him what was the matter; he said 
that he had been in a dungeon and, I think he said, been 
stretched up. 

Q. Is that all "? 

.A.. I says to him, " Is the punishment pretty severe 't" 
and he says, " It is, but it is soon over." He didn't make 
any serious complaint to me. 

Q. He was at his work as usual that day? 
.A. Yes, sir; he appeared to be apparently cheerful. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. How many of those convicts had you under your 
charge~'{ 

A. Well, it varied ; sometimes we would have more, 
sometimes less, sometimes as high as twenty-five or thirty. 

Q. Were they generally men of pretty good disposition 
or men disposed to need a good deal of watching for fear 
they might possibly escape'? 

.A.. I didn't see them make any effort to that effect, al
though there was a deputy with them all the time; the 
greatest difficulty was to keep some of them to work, they 
liked to "soger" a little. 

Q. The most desperate men, I suppose, were kept in their 
cells? 

.A.. I should judge they were. 

On motion, the committee then adjourned till Tuesday, 
February 26th, 1878, at eight o'clock in the evening, at the 
same place. 

36 
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At which time and place the Joint Committee met pursu
ant to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Moore, Hendrickson and Plum
mer, members of the Joint Committee, on the part of the 
Senate; and Honorable Messrs. Sykes, Rue, Parramore a~d 
Pancoast, members of the Joint Committee, on the part of 
the House. 

On motion, Hon. Mr. Malone was excused from attend
ance. 

Robert P. Stoll, a witness appearing before the Joint Com· 
mittee, on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being duly · 
sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you please give your full name and residence? 
A. Robert P. Stoll. 
Q. Of Trenton? 
A. Trenton. 
Q. You were a former keeper of the State Prison? 
A. I was. 
Q. When? 
A. In 1857, at first, for five years-from '57 to '62. 

By Mr. Kingman~ 

Q. What bas been your connection with the prison since 

1857? 
.fl. I have been superintendent in the manufacture of 

shoes for six years since that time-from 1869, I think, to 

1875. 
Q. Under what company were you superintendent? 
Ji. The Bay State Shoe and Leather Company. 
Q. They had the contract · for the prison labor, had they? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Manufacturing shoes ? 
.A. Manufacturing shoes. 
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Q. When you were first keeper, did you or not commence 
the manufactures in the shops in the prjson? 

A. Yes, sir; during my administration I built the first 
shop that was built in the prison, and worked men in it. 

Q. .And the business was the manufacturing of shoes '? 
A. That was part of it. 
Q . .And what other business? 
.A. Do yot1 refer to labor in the shops? 
Q. Yes ; other manufactures ? 
.A. We did manufacture, at first, window shades. 

Q . .And afterward went into the manufacturing of shoes? 
.A. Ye8, sir. 
Q. What was the principal difficulty that you encoun

tered in organizing the labor of the prison? 
.A. I don't know that I understand your question. 
Q. What was the principal difficulty that you encountered 

in organizing the labor of the prison, that is, in getting the 
convicts to do the work? 

.A. ln the shops, you mean? 
Q. Yes, sir ; in the shops ? 
A. Well, the only difficulty was to enforce obedience and 

discipline. 
Q. It was more difficult, was it not, to enforce discipline 

and keep good order when they worked in the shops than 
when they worked in the cells? 

.A. Yes, sir; it was something entirely new. 
Q. The difficulty was to keep their attention and keep 

them at work ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It required greater attention to discipline than when 

they were employed in the cells'? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does it now require a greater degree of strictness in 

the discipline to work the men to advantage in the shops 
than it did in th~ cells ? 

.A. It is so to get to work and to get through work. 
Q. During .the time the Bay State Company had their 
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contract, they manufactured boots and shoes altogether, did 
they not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. They had instructors under them ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. U ncler what are called shop keepers ? 
A. No, sir ; they are called instructors. 
Q. Was there not one keeper in the shop-a superintend

ent? 
A. Yes, sir; what are called shop keepers or deputies, in 

charge of the discipline. 
Q. I understand you to say, that during the whole of that 

period the principal difficulty was in controlling the men? 
A.. Yes, sir; to do it successfully. 
Q. In your judgment, what sort of punishment was re

quired for the offences which convicts committed against 
the rules in the shops; would it be sharp and quick, or 
otherwise? · 

A. Well, sir, from the experience I have had in it, I con
sider the best punishment is quick and sharp. 

Q. That would tend best to insure the discipline neces
sary to the proper working of the men, would it? 

A. Yes, sir ; I think so. 
Q. How many men bad you under your control while 

superintendent of the Bay State Company? 
A. We worked something like 500, or thereabouts. 
Q. Do you remember what price per day they paid under 

their contract for their men? 
A. The first four years our contract price was sixty 

cents; the latter two years it was seventy-five cents per 
diem per man. 

Q. Under whose keepership were the last two years? 
A. Charles Wilson's. 
Q. What was the dispipline under his keepership, lax or 

otherwise? 
A. Not very good. 
Q. Did or not the contractors complain of it very much? 
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A. Very often. 
Q. Did they :find difficulty in getting the proper amount 

of work out of the prisoners, by reason of the laxness of the 

discipline? 
A. Yes, sir; and quality. 
Q. It was defective, then, in quantity and quality, by 

reason of the laxness of the discipline ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was the effect upon the contractors of that lax

ness of the discipline? 
A. The effect was they couldn't make any money. 
Q. And what did they do in consequence of it respecting 

their contract? 
A. Well, they tried very hard to get it bettered very 

. often. 
Q. That is to have better discipline? 
A. Better discipline, yes, sir. 
Q. Well, did they succeed? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Well, then what did they do? 
A. It got worse all the time. 
Q. What did they do then in regard to their contract'? 
A. Well, they fina11y gave up their contract and the for-

feit to the State. 
Q. What was it? 
A. $10,000. 
Q. Have you been acquainted with the discipline under 

the present keeper? 
A. Very little, sir ; I have been there in the first part of 

his term ; the :first year J was there some during the winter. 
Q. Were you not there a great deal the first year? 
A. 1 was in and out of the prison a good deal; I didn't 

observe much in regard to discipline-not directly. 
Q. From what you saw during your visits there, how did 

the discipline coin pare with that of the former keeper? 
A. W ell 1 sir, so far as my own observations are con

cerned, I think it was a great improvement, and I was told 
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them was by the contractors; I think there was. 
Q. Was that considered a very advantageous contract for 

the State-that with the Bay State Company? 
.A. Well, I think it was. 
Q. What do the present contractors pay per day for their 

men, do you know? 
.A. Only what I have heard. 
Q. What is it by general reputation ? 
.A. 50 cents. 
Q. I understood you that the last two years under Mr. 

Wilf1on it was 75 cents'? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In your opinion, had there been proper discipline 

exercised by the keeper, would or would not that_ company 
have continued their contract? 

A. Well, sir, that would be a very difficult question for 
me to answer, what they would have done; but in my opin
ion the fact of their giving up their contract was largely due 
to lack of discipline. 

Q. You have had some opportunities of observation as to 
the condition of the prison in other respects under the 
present keeper, have you not'? 

.A. Yes, sir; I have, my going in and out has given me 
some opportunities. 

Q. What have you observed in regard to the general con
dition of the prison under the present keeper as compared 
with that under the former keeper'? 

.A. Well, I think there is a very marked change between 
the present keeper and-

Q. Between the condition of the prison under the present 
keeper 'f 

.A. Yes, sir; and the predecessor. 
Q. By a. "marked change," do you mean a change for the 

better? 
.A Yes, sir ; as to its sanitary condition-cleanliness. 
Q. Have you paid some attention to the method of feed

ing the men under the present keeper 'f 



287 

.11. Yes, sir; my attention has been called to that several 
times. 

Q. When you have been at the prison ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. By persons in charge of the cooking department ? 
A. Yes, sir; I think that is better than ever I have known 

it under any prior keeper. 
Q. In your visits there have you seen or heard of any 

cruelties being practiced upon prisoners under the present 
keeper? 

A. I have not, sir. 
Q. Do. you know what punishments were m use under 

keepers prior to General Mott'? 
.11. I don't know that I do. 
Q. You don't know what punishments were used in Mr. 

Wilson's time? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What punishments were used during your own time ? 
A. The punishments that were inflicted then were usually 

the dungeon, with the chain on the leg, and handcuffs ; 
where there was a very obstinate case they were generally 
put down to the floor in the day time; if they didn't get 
through the punishment by night we would generally give 
them a little more chain. 

Q. From your experience as a keeper, do you consider it 
at all practicable to apply the punishment of the dungeon 
to the convicts in the State Prison when engaged in the 
shops 'f 

A. Well, sir, I don't consider that much punishment; a 
man can stay in the dungeon a week-rather lay there than 
work. 

Q. You mean the bad men, of course ? 
A. A bad man. 
Q. A man that intended to shirk work '? 

A. A man that didn't want to work ; there are cases 
where putting a man in the dungeon will frighten them al-
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most as bad as to inflict severe punishment upon them, but 
these cases are very rare. 

Q. Have you ever seen the punishment of tying up by 
the wrists inflicted upon prisoners in the prison 'f 

A. Punished standing? 
Q . .Any way; yes, sir, tied up by the wrists 'l 
.A. Well, sir, I don't rem~mber; it is a long time ago 

since I kept the prison; there may be occasions when 
I had men punished standing, perhaps ; that would 
probably have arisen in the latter part of my term, 
when we were working men in the shops; frequent
IY when men are taken from the shops-from the po
sition they occupy in the shops-that does great injury to 
the work if they are out of the shop long-puts them back; 
the sooner a man can be punished and get it over with the 
better for the contractor, and quite as well for the prisoners; 
it is more humane, too, to punish a man quickly than by 
keeping him in the dungeon three or four days ; and there 
may be occasions-although I don't remember-when men 
were punished standing, that is, up by the wall. 

Q. Did you or not notice the eye-bolts upon the walls of 
some of the dungeons? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did they have the appearance of being placed there 

when the walls were built? 
A. Ob, yes, sir. 
Q. You think they were put there when the walls were 

built? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And for the purpose of being used for punishments ? 
A. Probably; yes, sir. 
Q. Then, as I understand you, you mean to tell the com

mittee that when the men were set to work in the shops, 
then you found it necessary in many cases to resort to 
sharper and quicker punishments to insure the proper per
formance of their duties, than bad been used before? 

A. Well, I think so, sir; my recollection is indistinct in 
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regard to that, but I have no doubt of it, because I know 
what the feelings of the contractors are in regard to that; if 
it is necessary to inflict punishment, why, the sooner you 
can do it the better. 

Q. And was that the opinion formed from your ex
perience from 1869 to 1875, as the superintendent of the 
Bay State Company? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·You heard the testimony, perhaps, of the witnesses 

from the prison who have described the mode of tying up 
prisoners practiced under General Mott, hav~ you ? 

A. Well, I have read some of the testimony; I don't 
know that I have read it all. 

Q. You haven't heard it here? 
A. No, sir; I haven't been present at the investigation. 
Q. You understand, do you not, how that punishment is 

inflicted at present, called the " stretcher" ? 
A. Yes, sir ; I think I understand it ; I don't know that 

ever I have saw it. 
Q. You have seen prisoners tied up by the wall, have you 

not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. :po you consider the mode practiced at present more 

severe than that of tying up against the wall? 
A. That I couldn't tell, sir. 
Q. Would you not say from your knowledge of this 

matter, that the severity of that punishment would depend 
altogether upon how much the prisoner is raised from the 
floor? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It makes no difference whether he is tied against the 

wall or over a cross-beam, does it? 
A. No, sir ; the punishment against the wall would be as 

effectual as any other way, provided it is not carried too far. 
Q. Which, in your judgment, would be the more humane, 

tying as I have just described, or putting the prisoner in the 

37 
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cells and confining him to the floor, chained and hand
cuffed: and keeping him there for a week? 

A. I thould think that it might be more humane to put 
them in what they eall the stretcher; if they are properly 
tied, it would have the effect to accomplish the purpose. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Mr. Stoll, have you had any business at the prison 
since General Mott has been there.? 

A. No, sir; nothing; we had some goods there-tools, 
machinery, &c.-which were there when General Mott first 
took hold; I was there a good deal until I got them re
moved-taken away. 

Q. How long did that take you? 
A. Well, sir, I can't recollect ; I should think very prob-

ably I was there, off and on, six months after he was keeper. 
Q. Every day ? 
A. Pretty much every day; yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see any punishment inflicted upon prisoners 

during that time? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Yo~ being acquainted with the prison, did you hear 

any noise that caused you to suppose that punishment was 
being inflicted ? 

.A. It is a very common thing to hear noises there; I 
might have heard noises; very likely I did. 

Q. But you don't know of any at all, of your own per
sonal knowledge? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Mr. Stoll, can you tell us the difference in regard to 

the mode of punishments from the time that you were 
keeper until Mr. Wilson was there ? 

.A. Well, I don't know, of my own knowledge. 
Q. As superintendent of the shoe department there, you 

did not become acquainted with the punishment of the 
prisoners under Mr. Wilson ? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. As superintendent of the shoe department, did you 
ever see such a thing as a gag used on the prisoners in the 
shops? 

A. No, sir ; I don't think I ever have. 
Q. Was any punishment inflicted in the shop that you 

know of? 
A. Not in the shop ; they were usually sent out of the 

shops ; yes, sir; prisoners are often punished there by carry
ing a ball and chain; men are sent to the shop to work with 
a ball and chain on them; that is very frequently done. 

Q. Was your connection with the Bay State Company 
such that you are enabled to tell this committee why they 
gave up the contract there, or do you only speak from sup
position? 

A. Well, sir, there were, perhaps, two reasons ; one rea
son that I named before, lax discipline; another reason is, 
they were paying too much. 

Q. Wasn't that the reason they gave up the contract
because they were paying too much? 

A. That was one reason, but, as I said before, it was, per· 
haps, largely due to the want of proper discipline. 

Q. Was the quality of the work they did under Mr. Wil
son poorer than it was under former keepers? 

A. Well, yes, sir; I thought it got worse; there was no 
such thing as maintaining discipline in the shops; we de
manded it and didn't get it; we would have to get out work 
the best way we could-getting the work out of the men by 
moral suasion. 

Q. Was not the mode of punishment under Mr. Wilson 
about the same as under former keepers? 

A. The way of inflicting it was. 
Q. The discipline was not so good? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. That is, they didn't inflict the punishment systemati

cally? 
A. No, sir. 
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By Senator Plummer-

Q. About what year was it that the Bay State Company 
abandoned their contract ? 

A. They quit there the first of July, 1875. 
Q. How much per day did they then pay for prisoners? 
A. 75 cents. 
Q. How much do they pay now? 
A. They are not there now. 
Q. I mean what do the other companies pay? 
A. 50 cents. 

Q. Has there, to your knowledge, since that period been 
any increase or decrease in the price of labor, convict or 
otherwise'? 

A. In the New Jersey prison ? 
Q. All kinds of labor throughout the state ? 
A. There has been a decrease. 
Q. Owing, I suppose, largely to the depression of tbe 

times? 
A. Yes, sir; I suppose so. 
Q. Was that not in part the reason tbat the Bay State 

Company abandoned their contract, on account of the de
pression of the times, and that by surrendering they could 
make more money than by continuing on'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was owing largely to the depression of the times? 
A. No doubt it was due to that in a great measure; but 

when I speak of the lax discipline I go back further than a 
year; I go back to the commencement of our second con
tract, when we started with the State to pay 25 per cent. 
advance for convict labor, it was upon condition that we 
should have an improved discipline-that the discipline 
would be such that it would be equal to the advance in the 
price; we bad a contract which guaranteed that, and if it 
had been enforced, why, I think the company would have 
been satisfied-I think I can say this; that if the contract 
with the State had been properly carried out, the Bay State 
Company would never have paid the profit of $10,000, but 
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would have carried out their contract to the end of the 
term. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. How long had it to run '! 
.A.. Two years. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Did you ever bear it asserted that they could make 
money by paying the forfeit, owing to the depression of the 
times? 

.A.. Yes, sir; I heard a dozen say so; I have heard them 
say, furthermore, that if the State had carried out its con
tract in full, and enforced the discipline, they would have 
carried out their contract to the end. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Was or not the keeper made a party to that contract 
in regard to discipline, to which you have referred? 

Q. Yes, sir; that was one of the stipulations of the con
tract-that the keeper should subscribe to certain rules 
which they drew up themselves, which he did. 

Q. For the purpose of enforcing discipline? 
A. For the purpose of enforcing discipline. 
Q. What was the quality of the work during the latter 

part of the contract-was it as good as at the :first, generally 
speaking'( 

A. Well, sir; we got some good work and a very great 
deal of very poor work. 

Q. More poor work during the latter part of the time than 

during the first part'! 
.A. Yes, sir. 
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Robert 8. Johnson, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee on bebal~ of the State Prison keeper, being dn1y 
sworn~ testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman~ 

Q. Will you please give your full name and residence? 
.A. Robert Sanderson Johnson. 
Q. Were you ever connected with the New Jersey State 

Prison? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way? 
.A. In 1869, I built what is called the workshop; in 1870, 

I had a contract for building what was called at that time 
the new wing-the east wing, they call it now. 

Q. Then the only way you were connected with the pris
on was as a contractor? 

.A. I was elected in 1870 an inspector-1871 ; and m 
1872 I was re-elected; I was two years an inspector. 

Q. Atter that you were a contractor '! 
.A. Sometime after that-several years after that ; that 

was last year, in the contract for the present new wing. 
Q. You were not connected with it from 1872? 
A. Only as an occasional visitor. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. You were an acting inspector, then, in the years 1871 
and 1872? 

.A. Yes, sir; I was an inspector for two years. 
Q. Who was the keeper then ? 
.A. Mr. Howell. 
Q. Do you know anything of the modes of punishment 

during those years? 
.A. I saw it frequently, sir. 
Q. What punishments did you see? 
.A. I saw them handcuffed and chained to the floor. 
Q. In the dungeons? 
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A. In the dungeons, yes, sir; I saw them what they 
called "put up." 

Q. How was that ? 
A. A ring in the floor and another in the ceiling ; they 

were handcuffed and pulled up. 
Q. You saw that under keeper Howell ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When you took your contract the last year for build

ing the new wing, did you or not discover in the wall the 
eye-bolts which were placed there for the purpose of being 
used in punishing criminals? . 

A. I took out a great number; I don't know the number 
-quite a number. 

Q. They had the appearance of being placed there when 
the walls were being originally built? 

A. They were placed there when the walls were built; 
they couldn't have been put in there unless they were put in 
when the walls were built. 

Q. How many convicts had you in your employment 
during the last year? 

A. Sometimes thirty, sometimes twenty ; when I would 
require an extra number I would ask for them and get them; 
well, during the summ(ir I had-(I think it was in June I 
commenced work)-1 had an average of twenty for four 
months ; since that time I had less. 

Q. Did you know or hear of any cruelties practiced upon 
prisoners during that time? , . 

A. I never heard of any. 
Q. There were no complaints from the men who worked 

under you? 
A. None: sir ; to me. 
Q. You heard none from any source? 
.Ii. None to me. 
Q. What was the general condition of the prison during 

the past year as compared to what it was when you were in
spector? 

A. Well, sir, the general impression is that the discipline 
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is better to-day than it has been for years. 
Q. Is that your judgment? 

I 

A. That is mine, sir, and I have heard it remarked by 
others; I have heard it remarked often-frequently. 

Q. By men who had opportunities of knowing? 
A. Yes, sir; by men who had charge of the men, and by 

men who had been contractors there-that it was better than 
they had known it for years. 

Q. Were any of your men punished, to your knowledge, 
during the time they were at work under you in the prison? 

A. None to my knowledge; I am almost sure about that 
-that there wasn't any; they worked steadily all the time 
while I employed them. 

Q. Then during the period while you were at work there, 
in 1877, you did not see any punishments by tying up 't 

.!J. No, sir. 
Q. During Mr. Howell's keepership, did you or not see 

prisoners punished in that way when you were acting in-
spector 'l . 

.fl. When I was inspector it was part of my duty to see 
it. 

Q. It was part of your duty to examine those matters, 
was it? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you saw it during that period? 
A. 1 saw it. 
Q. Did you· see it several times ? 
A. Often ; I don't recollect the times-the number, I 

mean, but I seen it. 
Q. When Mr. Howell stated, the other evening, that he 

inflicted that punishment, according to his recollection, only 
two or three times, do you or not think that his recollection 
was at fault in that matter? 

A. Well, I don't recollect the number of punishments, 
but I frequently saw it; I made no note of it, of course. 

Q. In your experience with convict labor, would the 
punishments by tying up by the wrists be preferable or uot 
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to that of the dungeon ? 
A. I should judge that punishments could be made easier 

than that-certain sorts of punishment-rings in the floor 
and tying down; I would rather be tied up than tied down, · 
I think. 

Q. But if you had several desperate characters who were 
unwilling to labor, and you wished to make them perform 
their duties, which punishment would you resort to, that 
by tying up, or by long continued punishment in the dun
geon? 

A. The aggravation of the case would govern a · man's 
judgment; some cases require more pumshment than others; 
a man that attacks another with a knife, for instance, re
quires more punishment. 

Q. My question was whether, if you had a man who 
obstinately and persistedly refused to labor, and your duty 
required you to make him labor, would you resort to the 
dungeon to punish them, or would you tie them up 't 

A. I should make it as short as possible; I think I should 
tie them up; it has been the custom for years to tie down. 

Q. What do you mean by tying down 't 
A. To the floor; that has always been there; tying up is 

not so severe as tying down ; I don't think so. 
Q. Who were candidates for physician to the prison, 

when you were inspector, in 1871 't 
A. There was quite a number here in the city. 
Q. Quite a number of candidates for that position? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you name those who were prominent among them? 
A. Dr. Ribble, Dr. Vj arman, Dr. Phillips; there were five 

or six, I forget ; but those were the most prominent. 
Q. Who was the successful man ? 
A. Dr. Phillips. 
Q. Dr. Warman and Dr. Ribble were unsuccessful ? 

.!J. Yes, sir. 

38 
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(2 How was it in 1872 '? 
A. I believe there were the same candidates-some of the 

same. 
Q. And who was elected? 
A. Dr. Phillips. 
Q. Do you know whether Dr. Warman has been a candi· 

date at different times since that for the same position? 
A .. Yes, sir; he has been a candidate all his life. 
Q. Has Dr. Ribble likewise been a candidate for the same 

position? 
A: Yes, sir. 
Q. Have they ever occupied the position of physician to 

the prison? 
A. No, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. You say you were inspector in 1871 and 1872 ; I 
suppose you never found any trouble about having plenty 
of candidates for any position you had there? 

.A. No, sir. 
Q. As acting inspector did you have any charge of the 

punishment of prisoners? 
A. No charge, sir. 
Q. Did the keeper ever apply to you on the subject of 

punishment? 
Ji. Yes, sir. 
Q. When would he apply to you? 
A. In aggravated cases he would state to the acting in

spectors the condition of the cases ; he would state what be 
had done in punishing them. • 

A. Do you remember what kind of punishment he has 
stated to you ? 

A. Tying to the floor and what they call putting up. 
Q. After be found that the punishment of putting them 

in a dungeon was not sufficient, did he then make applica-
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tion to you as an inspector for leave to inflict further 
punishment; for instance, tying up? 

A. I was not there every day. 
Q. Did he when you were there'? 
A. If I was there and the punishment was about being 

inflicted, he would mention it, and if I was not he would use 
his own judgment; I never found any fault with it. 

Q. Of course, if you were not there you don't know 
whether he used any further punishment than the putting 
in the dungeon or not? 

A. He tied them. 
Q. He tied them down ? 
A. He tied them up. 
Q. You say you think the tying down was worse punish

ment than tying up? 
A. In my opinion it is, sir. 
Q. Did he make application to you for leave to tie them 

down? 
A. No, sir; he used his own judgment in regard to that ; 

the rings was there for that purpose and he used them. 
Q. In what way did he tie them down'? 
A. Handcuffed and tied to a ring in the floor. 
Q. Could the man lie down '? 

A. He had to take the best position he could. 
Q. He couldn't get up 'l 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why would you not recommend that in a severe case 

in preference to tying up'! 
A. I think the natural position of a man is to stand up, 

and I think it is an easier mode of punishment to be stood 
up than to be pulled down; that is simply my opinion. 

Q. Did you ever try the instrument that they call the 
stretcher, in the prison '? 

.JJ. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see anybody apply that but the keeper, 

when you were inspector'! 
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.11. I don't think the keeper ever done it; there is a man 
there for that purpose. 

Q. Did you ever see any one besides the keeper do it ? 
• !J. Besides the keeper '? yes, sir. 
Q. Who'? 
A. The marshal of the prison .; that is his business ; he is 

there for that purpose. 
Q. Have you seen him tie men up? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Please describe how they raised men up; whether 

they raised them off the flat of the foot ? 
A. I have seen them, while I was inspector, in aggravated 

cases, hung up a little higher than when the cases were not 
so great. · 

Q. Have you ever seen them pull men up off the flat of 
their feet? 

.11. No, sir ; I think they are generally off the he~ls of 
their feet-resting on the balls of their feet. · 

Q. You think you have seen them tied up in that way, 
under Mr. Howell'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did you ever see them tied up, under Mr . . 

Howell? 
A. I never stood to examine the time ; simply passed by 

and saw them in their cells in that position. 
Q. Did you ever fix any time for this punishment, as in

spector, when Mr. Howell made application to you'? 
.11. No, sir; I think the board of inspectors left it entirely 

at the option of the keeper. 
Q. Was that one of your rules ? 

.11. Not being there we left it entirely with the keeper; I 
don't· think there was any rules with regard to that matter. 

Q. You couldn't tell us any length of time that the pun
ishment was administered in that way'? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. As inspector, did you ever examine the records of 

punishment? 
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A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see any entry of such a punishment as 

that 't 
A. I have looked over the books -and saw the time of 

punishment and the mode of punishment o.f each prisoner
how they were punished, but I don't recollect now. 

Q. Did you ever see such a thing as "ups" or "stretch-
ers," as they call the stringing up, recorded in the book'! 

A. The term was "strung up." 
Q. Did you ever see that in the book ? 
A. Yes, sir; so many minutes in "dark cell," so many 

minutes "strung up," and so many minutes "tied down," 
and all that sort of thing; I don't remember now; I made 
no note of it, but the inspectors examined it minutely. 

Q. Did you ever ·report any of your men for not doing 
sufficient work since you have been a contractor under Gen
eral Mott? 

A. No, sir; I never had any occasion to at all. 
Q. You don't know anything about the · punishments 

adopted by General Mott? 
A. No, I don't. 
Q. You never saw any punishments there under him? 
A. I have seen men standing in the centre with what I 

have heard them speak about, this leather over their mouths, 
for talking, as it was understood; I have learned that it was 
put on for talking; passing through, I would naturally stop 
and ask, "What did that man do?" "He has been talking 
in the shop " ; a piece of leather over his mouth, and tied 
around here [indicating the back of the head]-standing up 
there a short time; I don't know how long. 

Q. As an inspector, do you think that was an improve
ment in the mocie of punishment, as compared with that un
der Mr. Howell ? 

A. Well, I think that it is something that would bring 
discipline about; whether it is an improvement I know not. 

Q. Did you consider it a severe mode of punishment'? 
A. I never saw it so ; I have seen it dozens of times- all 
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standing up with a piece of leather in their mouth for talk
rng. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. You stated ~n your testimony that you found a num-
ber of staples in repairing the wall ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know what they were put there for? 
A. For punishment. 
Q. That was what they were used for, was it? 
A. Undoubtedly; they were placed there for that pur

pose. 
Q. Did you ever see any one punished on those rings? 
A. Yes, sir; I have seen them punished in the same 

wrng. 
Q. I understand you there were hooks in many of the 

other cells besides the dungeons? 
A. There is a certain number of dungeons in ea~h wing. 

Q. You also stated that the punishment by being tied 
down was much greater than being pulled up 'l · 

A_; I think it is. 
Q. Did you ever see a man tied down 't 
A. Many a one. 
Q. Did you ever see that man released after being tied 

down? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long were they generally kept in that position? 
A. That was owing to the case-owing to the act com-

mitted-owing to the offence; sometimes they were ti~d 

down ten minutes, and sometimes longer. 
Q. What would you think would be a prudent time to 

keep them tied down ? 
A. I have kn.own them tied down for three days and 

longer; I don't recollect how long. 
Q. Did you ever see a man stretched up in the dungeon? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did you ever see the same parties that were stretched 
up taken down 'l 

.fl. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long were they kept up ? 
A. Well, I couldn't tell you ; I don't recollect. 
Q. Fifteen or twenty minutes? 
A. I don't recollect the number of minutes; I never made 

any note of it. 
Q. Possibly it might have been half an hour? 
A. I don't know about that, sir ; it is som'ething I never 

took any time of; I know they were stretched up and tied 
down, but I don't know how long. 

Q. Do :you think it would be safe to keep them up there 
a da.y or two ? 

A. No, I don't think it would; it is owing to how tight 
they were drawn up. 

Q. How is it, then, that you consider it a much worse 
punishment to be tied down than to be put up? 

A If they were entirely off their feet, keeping their hands 
up is a severe punishment. 

Q. You think it would be entirely safe to have them tied 
down for a day or two? 

A. It is owing to how close they were tied. 
Q. You hardly think it is safe to keep a man hung up for 

a day or two? 
A. No, sir; not for a day. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. I didn't ask you who elected the physician when you 
were inspector ? 

A. The inspectors, sir. 
Q. Did either of the candidates that you have named at 

any time make any pecuniary offer to any of the inspectors 
to secure an election ? 

A. A friend of one of them attempted it on me. 

Mr Kingman-[addressing the chairman] perhaps that is 
outside of this investigation. 
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The Chairman-Yes, sir. 

Q. Was this one whose friend made this attempt elected? 
A. No, sir. 

Ephraim Kavfmann, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee, on behalf of the State Prison keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies .as follows : 

Examined py the Chairman

Q. Where do you reside ? 
A. In the State Prison. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the New Jersey 

State Prison? 
.A. I have for the last seven years. 
Q. In what way? 
A I have charge of the repairs in general-the boilers, 

and so on-the whole building. 
Q. Do you know anything about the mode of punish-

ments there? 
.A. Well, I know some mode of punishments. 
Q. Did you ever see any there ? 
.A. I did see them there. 
Q. What kinds? 
A. Well, all the kinds. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. You had charge of the buildings, had you not ? 
.A. The buildings-the whole property; that is, repairs. 
Q. What is your trade? 
.A. My trade is a machinist. 
Q. Do you attend to carpenter work? 
.A. Carpenter and mason, and all that belongs to the whole 

building. 
Q. Have there been any changes in the dungeons within 

the past seven years? 
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A. There have been changes in the dungeons by putting 
up the work; in 1866 there was a large beam there with a 
couple of old pulleys, and they had some chain on the floor : 
and when the marshal wanted to punish more, I took the 
pattern off to make the other· ones by that beam ; that was 
in '66. 

Q. You mean the cross- bearm; ? 
· · A. The cross-beams that goes from one wall to another. 

Q. Tnere was a wheel attached to it, was there not ? 
A. There was an old wooden wheel; yes, sir. 
Q. Who was the keeper then? 
A. vVell, in '66 Mr. Hennion was keeper. 
Q. During Mr. Hennion's time this cell was fixed that 

way? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You did not fix that? 
A. No, sir; that has been there this good while. 
Q. Did you make any alteration in any of the other cells, 

or put any similar beams in other cells 'l · 

A. I put three; I guess it was two under Mr. How.ell, 
and one under Mr. Wilson, because the prisoners increased, 
and we wanted more dungeons. 

Q. Under Mr. Howell you increased them from one to 
three? 

A. Yes, sir; I think it was that number. 
Q. In Mr. Wilson's time you put another? 
A. Yes, sir; I guess that's so. 
Q. When the present keeper took charge of the prison 

were the bath-houses for the use of the convicts in order or 
out of order? 

A. They was out of order, because they wasn't used in 
the last summer before; they hadn't been used; one sum
mer they got used and the nex:t they didn't get used. 

Q. Did General Mott order them to be put in order ? 

A. I put them in order as soon as the weather was fit for 
the prisoners to bathe. 

Q. Then they have been used by the prisoners_? 

8~ 

• 
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A. Used every time during the contjnuance of warm 
weather ; used six days in the week. 

Q. You go all through the prison, do you not-all 
through the wards ? 

A. I go all over; from the cellar to the top. 
Q. How does the general condition of the prison now 

compare with what it was under the former keepers? 

A. I must say that since the General is there the cook 
house and hospital, the ventilations, and everything, is im
proved; I put in about five or six ventilations that I re
paired, and I put in to the number of 10 ventilation im
provements. 

Q. lt is in an improved condition'? . 
A. Yes, sir; and some of the old ones, I have repaired 

them in a better manner. 

Q. So that the whole condition of the prison is better 
than it was under the previous · keeper? 

A. It is better than I ever seen it. 
Q. How about the beds and bunks in the cells? 
.A. Well, the beds was, under General Mott, the rule is, 

I guess it is every three weeks or a month-I couldn't tell 
- is to take the bedsteads out and wash them with s~da 
water and soap, and the General , whenever be sees they 
want a new bed, the old one is thrown away and another 
one put in its place. 

Q. Does be take more care than other keepers, in that re-
spect? 

A. I never seen it done before under any keeper. 
Q. In all the time that you were there? 
A. Never since I was there ; not outside in the yard ; m 

the cell they might clean it. 
Q. Have there been any of these additions to the <lun-

geons made during General Mott's time? 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. They were all there when he came? 
.A. They were all there . 
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Oliarles H. Kno'J}, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being' 
duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Ohairman--

Q. Please give your full name and residence. 
A. Charles H. Knox. 
Q. Of Trenton ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the State Prison' 
A. Yes, sir . 
. Q. In what way? 
A. As deputy keeper. 
Q. For how long? 
A. Well, five years the 15th of May next. 
Q. And you are now ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

B~ Mr. Kingman-

Q. What are your duties as deputy keeper ? 
A. Hall-keeper, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the punishments 

inflicted in the prison ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you know the punishments .under th~ form~r 

keeper, Mr. Wilson? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And also under General Mott ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How do the punishments, in your judgment, under 

General Mott, compare with those under his predecessor as 
to frequency and severity ? 

A. I don't think_ the punishments under General Mott 
are as severe as they were under Mr. vVilson. 

Q. At what times in the day were the convicts generally 
punished under Mr. Wilson? 

A. During the bigger part of Mr. Wilson's time I had 
charge of the shop, and we used to have the men punished 
in the night time, or before they ca1ne in to work. 

Q. How were most of the cases punished in Mr. Wilson's 
time? 
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A. Punished in the stretcher. 
Q. Tied up by the wrists? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When General Mott resorts to that mode of punish-

ment when is it usually inflicted? 
A. Whenever the men are sent in, sir. 
Q. How long have you had charge of that hall or wing? 
A. About two years-over two years. 
Q. W er6 the beds, bedding and bunks . ever cleaned 

before the present keeper took charge ? 
A. No, sir. · 
Q. Not at all? 
A. Never to my knowledge ; it would have come to my 

know ledge if they had been. 
Q. Wliat course is now followed ? 
A. Taking out the beds and bunks and scrubbing them 

and airing them once a month. 
Q. What about bathing? 
A. Bathing once a week under General Mott ; I never 

saw it done under Mr. Wilson. 
Q. Have you seen the punishment by the gag? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you consider that a severe punishment. 
A. I do not. 
Q. What is the purpose of it? 
A. The object, in my opinion, was to do away princi

pally with this stretcher; I have seen General Mott punish 
men with the gag for offences that under Mr. Wilson we 
used to punish with the stretcher. 

Q. How long have you known men to be tied up under 
Mr. Wilson? 

A. From two to three hours. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. Do you mean tied up by the wrists? 
A. Yes, sir; that is what I mean. 
Q. Did you over tie any man up under Mr. "Wilson? 
.il. I have; yes, sir. 
Q. How were they tied up? 
.il. By placing a pair of clevises on their wrists with 
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rings ; they are fastened to a chain and drawed up on the 
balls of their feet, with the heels about an inch from the 
floor, sometimes a litde higher. 

Q. Would they be off the fiat of their feet at all~ 
A. All that I ever tried to put up I tried to get them up 

off the flat of their feet. 
Q. Did you find it difficult to get them up higher than 

that? 
A. No, sir; I could have swung them clear off their feet 

if I had been so disposed . 
. Q. What would be the effect of that ? 
A. I should think it would kill them. 
Q. What effect would it have to stretch them on their 

toes? did you ever try that experiment? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How far did you ever raise them up ? 
A. I suppose I have raised them with their heels about 

an inch from the floor. 
Q. Would the heels not soon settle down there? 
A. I think not. 
Q. How often .. did you watch them? 
A. Whenever they wouldn't make a noise. 
Q. How often would that be? 
A. Sometjmes they wouldn't; when they did make a 

noise we never used to bother with them. 
Q. You would know they were alive, then? 
A. Mr. -Wilson would ask how they were getting along ; 

we would say they were making a noise ; he would say, 
" All right, as long as they are making a noise they are 
all right, but as soon as they keep quiet look out for them;" 
I have seen them playing possum-playing asleep. 

Q. You have never tried this stretcher yourself, and 
don't know how it feels ? 

A. No, sir; only from what I have heard them say. 
Q. Do you think it is possible for a man to go to sleep 

in it? 
A. No, sir, I don't think a man can. 
Q. Don't you think that that could be made a very 

dangerous mode of punishment ? 
A. Yes, sir ; it could be made so. 
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Q. Did you ever try it under General Mott ·~ 

.A. No, sir ; I did not. 
Q. You were not marshal i 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were you marshal under Mr. Wilson? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was it not the marshal's duty to put m·en up~ 
A. Yes, sir ; but these men were frequently put up 

after the day-men went away ; there were two of us there 
every night ; the day-men's turn comes every thirteenth 
night ; the marshal would be away, and the keeper would 
order the principal keeper that was on there that night to · 
inflict the punishment. 

Q. Mr. Wilson was satisfied as long as they were making 
a noise? 

A. He would come in the centre and ask how they were 
getting along ; he would say they were making a noise ; he 
would say, "All right; as long as they are making a noise 
they are all right; as soon as they become quiet I want 
you to look after them." 

Q. How would you find them when you took them 
down-much exhausted ~ 

A. Very much, some of them. 
Q. Would they stagger~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know hffw long General Mott leaves 

them up~ 
A. Fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five minutes. 
Q. Do you · know whether his orders are to raise them 

up any higher than they were raised under Mr. Wilson? 
A. I never heard that they were. 

By Mr. Kingman-
Q. Has anybody ever said to any one in your hearing 

that they were 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you not heard it said that they were not left 

up as long under General Mott as they were under Mr. 
Wilson. 

A. Well, yes, it strikes me I have heard the keeper say 
that they were not up as long as they were under Mr. 
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Wilson. In fact I know that from the very fact that men 
come in there, and General Mott pronounces sentence on 
the men right away, and directs the marshal to put the men 
up fifteen, twenty or twenty-five minutes right away. 

Q. He doesn't wait until night ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When the punishment is over the man is sent back 

to the shop, is he not ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

13y Mr Pancoast-

Q. How long have you kept men up under Mr. Wil
son? 

A. I have put men up that staid there two hours- up on 
the balls of their feet in this manner (illustrating). 

Q. How did they stand it? 
A. They were pretty much exhausted. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Would not the wrists be cut by , the handcuffs ? 
A. Sometimes they would ; they could relieve them

selves by taking hold of the chain to prevent the weight 
coming directly on their wrists. 

Q. Were they chained down to the floor? 
A. I think not in this case; although we frequently 

chain men by their feet. 
Q. Did you go in to see how they got along? 
A. I had one man by the name of Fitzgerald that 

attempted to climb up, and catched his handcuffs in the 
chain, and the result was he hung with his feet about three 
feet from the floor ; the:q. we were more particular in chain
ing a clevis around their ankle to prevent them from that 
- not as a punishment, but to prevent accidents. 

Q. How long have you seen men hanging up in that 
fashion? 

A. I have known men to take hold of the chain to ease 
themselves; in putting them up they would put their arms 
up as far as they could stretch them and they would haul 
in about six or seven links of chain, if we wasn't particular 
in observing it; then they would let go of the chain and 
stand there very comfortable. 
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By the Chairman-

Q. Does not that explain how the men staid there for 
two hours? 

A. I am satisfied there was men staid there that hadn't 
that surplus chain in their hand. 

Q. Do you mean to give it as your opinion that a man 
could stand it to be stretched up two hours on the balls of 
his feet? 

A. Yes, sir. 

B;r Mr. Kingman-
Q. You have not said, and do not intend this committee 

to understand, that you have ever seen a man stretched up 
clear of the floor ? 

A. No, sir ; I never did to my knowledge, only this case 
of Fitzgerald, and he stretched himself up. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Did you ever see a man stretched up for two hours, 
with his heels clear of the floor ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-
Q. That was before General Mott's time, was it not ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

George F. Conover, a witness su bpcenaed by order of the 
Joint Committee, buing duly sworn, testrnes as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman

Q. What is your full name~ 
A. George F. Conover. 
Q. Do you reside in Trenton 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State Prison 

in any way? 
A. A deputy there ; yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been there? 
4, Six years and eight months, 
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Q. You are still a deputy there ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 

ByMr. Kingman-

Q. You have been familiar with the modes of punish
ment 1n the New Jersey State Prison during that period ? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In your judgment, have they been punished more or 

less severely under General Mott or under former keepers? 
.A. Less severe~y punished now, sir, than under former 

keepers. 
Q. When they are tied up, as it is called, are they tied 

up for as long periods as they were? 
.A. At the present time, do you mean? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Then the punishment under the present keepers, in 

your judgment, is less severe than it was under former 
keepers . 

.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are the modes of punishment under General Mott 

the same as they were under Mr .. W .. ih;on? 
.A. Yes, sir; but not so extreme. 
Q. Did they use what is called the gag ·under Mr. Wil

son? 
A. I have known it to he used, sir. 
Q. What sort of a gag did they have in Mr. Wilson's 

time? 
A. It seemed something like a broomstick, with strings 

at the end, and tied round their throat. 
Q. Do you know whether General Mott made any 

change in regard to that matter ? 
A. Yes, sir ; he made a change by having one made of 

leather with a hole through the middle of it. 
Q. Do you know what his objection to the other was ? · 
A. A man couldn't breathe sufficiently through the 

wooden one, sir. 
Q. Did you see the gag made of iron used under former 

· keepers? 
A. No, sir. 

40 
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Q. vVho was the moral instructor at the time General 
Mott took charge ? 

A. Rev. Alexander A. Warner, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about whether he occupied a 

cell in the prison or not ? 
A. He did occupy one, sir. 
Q. When the General went there do you remember what 

passed between him and Mr. Warner with regard to clean
ing out that cell? 

A. I do, sir. 
Q. What took place between them ? 
A. The General made a remark to him that he would 

like to have his place kept cleaner ; and if he didn't he 
would get some one to clean it for him. Mr. Warner 
asked him would he let it be till Thursday-that was Mon
day-till he came back, and he would have it cleaned. But 
he didn't ; and by the orders of General Mott I took some 
men in there and cleaned the place out. 

Q. What was the condition of the dominic's apart-
ment? 

A. In a filthy condition. 
Q. He was in no hurry to have it cleaned ? 
A. No, sir ; he said if we took that carpet off the floor 

he didn't know how he wo11ld find another one. The 
General told him he would find him another one. 

Q. Did the General make a pretty thorough cleansing of 
the prison all through ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He had the beds and bedding cleaned? 
A. Yes, sir; something that had never been done before 

since I have been a keeper. 
Q. Do you remember the prisoner Kane? 
A. I do, sir. 
Q. What was the condition of his cell when they put the 

hose on it? 
A. In a filthy condition, sir; human filth all over the 

walls. 
Q. Was it used to cleanse the cell or for punishment '? 
A. Used to cleanse the cell, sir. 



Q. Was the doct01; present ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

13y the Ohairman-

Q. You never sa'iY tlie stretcher use<l under General 
Mott? 

A. Yes, sir ; I knew vYhat it is. It wasn't termed 
" stretcher," it was called " 66. '' 

Q. That doesn't come within your duty, does it? 
A. No, sir; only when we have to take men down at 

night. 
Q. Did yon ever have to take men down? 
A. Yes, sir; I have taken men dovm to the ec1ls at 9 

o'clock or half-past 7. 
Q. Did you take them down out of the stretcher ? 
A. No, sir. I have taken them from the eye-bolt, ·when 

they were fast to the walls. 
Q. How do yon account for it, if General Mott's punish

ment is so mnch less seYere than Mr. vVilson's, that he has 
better discipline '? 

A. In this way. They get five days off a month for 
good behavior; and if they get punished they lose that five 
days, and as much more as the board of inspectors see fit to 
add. Heretofore they could talk the inspectors or Mr. 
·w ilson out of it ; but now they can't get none off of it, for 
the punishments get down on the book, and it stands good. 

Q. They can't rub it out, now? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know why that was altered that way under 

General Mott ? 
A. To have better <liscipline in the prison; that's the 

way I looked at it. 

James Jt: La Bo'rde, a witness appearing before the joint 
committee on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being 
duly sworn, testifies as follows : 
Examined by the Ohairman-

Q. Please give your full name. 
A. James F. La Borde. 
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Q. Trenton i 
.A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Are you co~nected with the New Jersey State Prison~ 
.A. Yes, sir. 
_Q. In what way? 
.A. Foreman for T. and D. Phillips & Co. 
Q. How long have you been their foreman · ~ 

A. Something over two years. 
Q. Were you foreman when General Mott took posses-

sion of the prison ?· 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You were under Mr. Wilson also ~ 
.A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Do you know George W. Brooke, who was formerly 
employed in the prison~ 

A. Slightly acquainted with him, sir. 
Q. I mean the man of that name who has testified here . 

before the committee; do you know that he has given 
testimony here? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. vVhat was his position ? 
A. He was an instructor. , 
.Q. In .the shop? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you kno'v ·why he 'vas discharged '{ 
A. I do . 
. Q. State to the committee what it was? 
A. For incompetency. 
Q. Was he in the shop where you were employed ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did not the convicts of ·whom he spoke in his evi

dence do their work when they were properly instructed ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was it the want of proper instruction with him that 

made the difficulty ? 
A. That was it exactly. 
Q. Did you know Thomas Leek ? 
A. I did. 
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Q. He testified before the committee ; what was his 
position? 

A. The same position ; instructor-the sa1ne men. 
Q. Same gang? 
A. The same gang. 
Q. Why was he discharged? 
A. For the same reason. 
Q. Incompetency? 
..A. Yes, sir. 

John Fletelter, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being 
duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Ohairman-

Q. Just give your full name and residence. 
~4-. John Fetcher. 
Q. Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you been connected with the New Jers~y 

Prison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way~ 
A . .As an instructor. 
Q. Under whom? 
A. Under three contracts. 
Q. Under the Phillips contract? 
A. Under T. & D. Phillips & Co. 
Q. How long have you been there? 
A. Two years last November. 
Q. You have been there since General Mott has been 

there? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman. 
Q. You know the ·witness, George W. Brook, do you 

not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He was employed while you were there 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Do you know why he was discharged~ 
A. I presume because he didn't suit. 
Q. Didn't suit in what respect? 
A. That he was incompetent ; he was a good workman, 

I presume, but he was there only two weeks as instructor. 
Q. Was there any trouble with the convicts after he ]eft, 

who, he said, were punished ? 
A. I don't know, sir; they wasn't in my gang, sir, and 

therefore I don't know. 
Q. Do you know anything about the punishments of any 

of the men in that gang, whether thejr vvere cruelly pun
ished or not ? 

A. Not that I know of, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see any cruel punishment there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. He spoke of one man as being compelled to work 

with a gag in his mouth ; have you any recollection of that? 
A. I did not notice any of his men with gags in their 

mouths. 
Q. He spoke of one coming into the shop whose wrists 

were cut in to the bone by the handcuffs; did you ever see 
any such case ? 

A. No, sir ; I never did. 
Q. If there had been any sucp_ in the shops do you think 

you would have seen it ? 
A. I think I should; I was within five feet of him, I 

guess, nearly all day-five or ten. 
Q. You didn't see this terrible laceration ? 
A. No, sir; I didn't see anything of that kind. 
Q. You never have ? 
A. I never have. 
Q. You think he must have been romancing a little when 

he gave that testimony, do you not ? 
A. I think he was exaggerating. 
Q. What orders have you received from the foreman, 

Mr. La Borde, with regard to letting them know where 
work is damaged by convicts? 

A. If we know the man has damaged the work we report 
him. The rules are to be very careful about reporting a 
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man-to be fair and do him no injury-to speak to him 
first, and then report him. 

By Senator Plummer-
Q. Who employs you? 
A. T. and D. Phillips & Co. 
Q. Who pays you ? 
A. T. and D. Phillips & Co. 
Q. To whom would you be accountable if you did not 

perform your duties correctly? 
A. I am· to report to the foreman, and I am directly 

under his control. 
Q. Suppose you made any mistake in your work, to 

wh'.)m would you be accountable? 
A. To the foreman. 
Q. To whom would you be accountable if you violated 

any of the rules of the prison ? 
A. To the keeper of the shop. 
Q. That would be one of the deputies of the prison~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But for incompetency you wouldn't consider that 

General Mott would have any authority to discharge yon' 
A. I shouldn't think he had, sir. 

Josepli H. Thorne, a witness, appearing before the Joint 
Committee on behalf of the State Prjson Keeper, being 
duly sworn, testified as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman

Q. Just give your full name. 
A. Joseph H. Thorne. 
Q. Trenton~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey Prison in 

any way? 
A. Yes sir, 
Q. What way? 
A. Keeper of one of the shops-shop-keeper. 
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Q. How. long have you been so ? 
A. Since December, a year ago this last December. 
Q. Were you ever there previous to General Mott's 

term? 
A. As an employee? 
Q. As an employee. 
A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. What were your duties before you became shop-
keeper? 

A. Hall-keeper. 
Q. How long were yon hall-keeper? 
A. From June till December. 
Q. That was under General Mott? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What were your duties before that~ 
A. Doing night duty from the t ime I went there, which 

was in April, 1876, until June. 
Q. Are you pretty well acquainted with Mr. vVarner, 

the former moral instructor ? 
A. Tolerably well. 
Q. How did he perform his duties m general while you 

were there? 
A. In order to answer that question, perhaps it would 

be necessary for me to begin at the beginning; my atten
tion was first called to that matter while I was performing 
night duty ; I found a number of men who wanted to read 
the Bible, and were very anxious for conversation on 
religious subjects, and I referred them to the chaplain .; he 
told me that he wouldn't talk with them on that subject; 
there were matters upon which he would talk, but he 
wouldn't talk with them on the subject of religion. 

Q. What subjects did he prefer to that of religion? 
A. He told me he preferred to talk with them ~m ·tho 

s1Jbject of mas~urbation and such subjects as that. 
Q. When he was told that the present keeper wished to 

have singing in connection with the Sunday service in the 
female wing, what reply did he ma~e? 
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.A. The first time I heard him refer to it he denounced it 
as impracticable and absurd. 

Q. Well, what did he say about it afterward? 
A. After the order was given that the Sunday services 

in the female wing should be made to conform as nearly 
as possible to the regular church services, he was asked if 
he would assist the females in the preparations for singing ; 
he positively refused to have anything to do with it; after 
they were prepared for singing he didn't remain in the hall 
during the singing, "but left, closed the service, and that 
part of the service was performed after he left the hall ; 
nor did he pronounce any benediction. 

Q. When he was requested to close the service by pro
nouncing a benediction, what did he reply? 

A. The first time he did pronounce it immediately at the 
close of the preaching and then told them they could sing 
if they wanted to, which they did; and he was again told 
that the services were not conducted as was expected or 
desired, and asked. 

Mr. Parramore-(Addressing counsel for State Prison 
Keeper)-! would like to know what you propose to prove. 

Mr. Kingman-Merely to show ho"'. the witness, Mr. 
Warner, conducted himself. 

Q. A former witness, a Mr. Leek, has spoken of a man 
who had a gag in his mouth in the shop ; have you any 
knowledge of that fact? 

4-· Not Mr. Leek; no, sir; the person was Mr. Bates. 
Q. Well, what have you to say about that ? how long 

did this man have a gag in his mouth in the shop? 
A. My recollection is that Mr. Bates testified that this 

man had a gag in his mouth, and the keeper of the shop 
saw him strangling so that he went and took it out ; the 
fact is, the man was brought in to me about twenty-eight 
minutes after eleven, and the marshal requested m~ to 
take the gag out of his mouth at fifteen minutes before 
twelve, and I did so; the man had nothing like strangula
tion about him. 

Q. Was he within your immediate view all the time? 
A. Yes, sir ; quite near. 

41 



Q. If there had been any strangulation would you have 
aeen it? 

A. I certainly should, sir. 
Q. There was none about him? 
A. No, sir, 

John Hazlitt, a witness appearing before the Joint Com
mittee on behalf of the State Prison ' Keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Ohairman-

Q. Please give your full name ? 
A. John Hazlitt. 
Q. Do you reside in Trenton ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State 

Prison? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way? 
A. Assistant night keeper-assistant night centre keeper. 
Q. How long have you been there? 
A. Since the 5th of August, '7 4 . 

. Q. You were under Mr. Wilson? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-
Q. Do you know anything about the extent of the pun-

ishment under Mr. Wilson? 
A. Well, I have seen it frequently. 
Q. What kind of punishment did you witness under him? 
A. Well, putting them up, and putting them down to 

the floor, and bread and water in the dark cell. 
Q. At what time were they put up-by day or night? 
A. I have never known them to be punished only when 

I have been there. I have been there at 6 o'clock when 
they were put in the dungeon, and frequently went with 
the day keeper to take them dmvn. 

Q. Was that under Mr. WHson? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. How long have you known men to be put up in that 
way? 

A. Well, sir, they would be up when we would go there 
at 6 o'clock ; and 9 o'clock would be the time to go and 
look at them ; and the orders were if they hallooed they 
were all right ; and if they didn't halloo to go up and take 
them down. If they hallooed and we were satisfied they 
were right we took them down at 9 o'clock. 

Q. Do you mean that they were left up from 6 to 9 
o'clock? 

A. Yes, sir; frequently so, when they were put up in 
the evening. 

Q. Were they stretched up so that their heels were raised 
from the floor ? · 

A. All ever I seen was on the balls of their feet. 
Q. And remained in that way? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever seen any punishments of that kind 

under General Mott ? 
A. I believe there were some few cases when he first 

came there; but it was done away with shortly after he 
came there, and it wasn't practiced afterwards after we got 
there at night, after the day men left. I believe there 
were some cases at the start. There were only two cases 
that I ever knew that was up after 6 o'clock at night since 
the General has been there. 

Q. His mode is to punish them while the marshal is 
there, is it not ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And to have it done by the marshal ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the length of time that 

men have been tied up under General Mott ? 
A. Well, I haven't never been up in the dungeon in the 

day time, but I always understood it was to be from fifteen 
to twenty minutes ; of course I have never been up there 
to tie them. 

Q. But you have heard that stated as the general time? 
A. That is always supposed to be about the time. 
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Q. And you don't know of its being in excess of that? 
A. No, sir. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Did you say that men have been put up from six to 
nine o'clock under Mr. Wilson with their heels clear of the 
floor? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were they strung up in the same way that General 

Mott has strung them up ? 
A. Yes, sir ; it is the same regime ; it has never been 

altered-with their heels clear of the.. floor and strung up 
by the wrists. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Have you seen them yourself hung up with their 
heels clear of the floor ? 

A. I never seen them all through ; I know they were in 
the dungeon, and when we left them they were standing in 
that position. 

Q. Have you ever seen any one since General Mott went 
there strung up for that length of time ? 

A. I never did. 
Q. You don't know how the punishments under General 

Mott compare with those of other keepers in regard to the 
height to which the prisoners are drawn up ? 

A. I don't know how high he puts them up ; no sir. 
Q. Did you ever help to put them up under Mr. Wilson? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But you don't know what the difference is between 

the punishments of General Mott and Mr. Wilson in that 
respect? 

A. I never see them under General Mott ; only those 
two cases. 
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Silas Robinson, a witness appearing before the Joint Com
mittee, on behalf of the State Prison keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence 'l 
A. Silas Robinson, Jr., Dennisville, Cape May county. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State Prison 

in any way 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way? 
A. I am ·employed there as a deputy. 
Q. How long have you been there? 
A. I came there first on the 11th of May, 1874. 
Q. Are you still there? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Have you had knowledge of the mode of punishment 
that has existed in the prison during that period? 

A. Yes, sir; I have seen it. 
Q. Both under Mr. Wilson and under General Mott? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was your position under Mr. Wilson? 
A. I was 11ight man when I :fir8t went there, and next I 

was a hall keeper. 
Q. In that way you observed the punishments under Mr. 

Wilson 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What have you been during General Mott's time 't 
A. I have been an extra hall keeper and shop keepe~. 
Q. From that experience, how do the punishments under 

General Mott compare with those of Mr. Wilson as to se
verity? 

A. Less. 
Q. Less severe under General Mott? 
A. I think so ; yes, sir. 
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Q. Have you known men, under Mr. Wilson, to be chained 
to the floor for a considerable time in the dungeon'! 

A. Y e8, sir. 
Q. And when they were so chained could they use the. 

water-closet? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Are they so confined under General Mott'? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Does he or not permit them, when they are in the 

dungeon, to go to the closets? 
A. He allows them time to go there, I believe, sir. 
Q. Have you frequently seen prisoners feign different 

things for the purpose of being relieved from punishment ? 
A. l have seen them do it; . yes, .sir. 
Q. Have you seen a man feign death? 
A. I have seen one do it; yes, sir. 
Q. What way? 
A. He shut up his eyes and wouldn't wake, and from all 

appearance, you couldn't see that there was any life in him; 
he just sagged himself down in the stretcher, as some of 
them call it-the punishment. 

Q. Was that when he was tied up 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When he got down did he laugh at them? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he go to work? 
A. He went to his cell that night. 
Q. Did he go to work the next day ? 
A. I can't say about that, whether he did or not. 
Q. What made you think he was feigning? 
A. I didn't know whether he was or not when my atten

tion was called to it. 
Q. But you were satisfied from examination that he was 

feigning? 
A. When I let him down I was ; yes, sir. 
Q. Was that before General Mott's time ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. How long have you known persons to be punished by 
being tied up, under Mr. Wilson? 

A. From two to three hours. 
Q. Were they raised so that their heels did not rest on 

the floor? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was not that the way they were always tied up? 
A. All that I ever see was. 
Q. Did you ever see any one punished that length of 

time, under General Mott? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see any one punished an hour, under 

General Mott? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What, as far as you know, has been the usual period, 

under General Mott'? 
A. The most I ever knew was about from ten to twenty 

minutes. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. How do you know the time usually given, under Gen· 
eral Mott? 

A. By seeing men put there, and knowing when they was 
taken down. 

Q. Did you keep an account of the time? 
A. I most always looked at the clock in the centre when 

they went up there, and sometimes I see the clock when 
they came down, and I bad the marshal's word when he 
brought them down. 

Q. What caused you to look at the clock when they were 
taken there ? 

A. That was a customary practice when they were placed 

there. 
Q. Is it your duty to look at the clock when they are 

placed there? 
A. I think it is. 



Q. Is that ,Your instructions from General Mott ? 
A. No, sir ; I have no instructions to that effect. ; any

thing pertaining to the care of the institution I consider a 
part of my duty. 

Q. Is it a part of your duty to note the time of putting 
up and taking down? 

A. I always make it a part of my duty. 
Q. You are on hall duty there? 
A. Not now. 
Q. Yo·u were at that time? 
A. No, sir ; I was ' generally an extra man. 
Q. What were your duties as an extra man'? 
A. .Anything I was ordered to do by the centre keeper. 
Q. The centre keeper never gave you that order, did he, 

to watch the time they were up ? 
JJ. No, sir. 
Q. You did that to please yourself'? 
A. I considered it a part of my duty. 
Q. You are not the marshal? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever string a man up there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How came you to do that '? 

A. By order of the centre keeper, but never under Gen
eral Mott. 

Q. What was the longest time you ever knew a man to 
be 8trung up under General Mott? 

A. Not to exceed twenty minutes. 
Q. You don't know of their being strung up there for 

for forty minutes'? 
A. No, sir; I do not. 
Q. You didn't keep the time of all that were strung up? 
.A. I didn't see all of them. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. You speak of matters of fact when you say you have 
observed those men put up there from ten to twenty minutes 
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without regard to whether it was your duty to observe it or 
not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was that when you were on extra duty? 
A. When I was an extra, yes,· sir. 

By Mr. Plummer-

Q. You had a means of ascertaining how long those men 
were kept up because the record book was there ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Didn't you often refer to that ? 
A. I often did, yes, sir. 
Q. Couldn't you tell more correctly by the book? 
A. I don't know as I could ; I think my own observation 

is as good as the book. 
Q. Whose duty was it, under Mr. Wilson, to inflict this 

punishment? 
A. There was a marshal for it, sir. 
Q. Did the marshal generally do it? 
A. Sometimes he did, and sometimes he did not. 
Q. Men were frequently punished by putting them up, 

under Mr. Wilson, were they not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was a very common thing, was it not? 
A. Well, it was about a daily occurence. 
Q. Did they put men up several times a day ? 
A. Well, I have known men put up more than once dur

ing the day. 
Q. Did you ever know them to be put up more than once 

a day under General Mott ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see a man put up in the stretcher under 

General Mott? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you seen the same man taken down? 
A. Yes, sir. 

42 
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Q. nave you known vf other men being put up that you 

didn't see? 
A. [ have heard te11 of them; yes, sir. 
Q. How many cases have you heard of under General 

Mott? 
A. I don't know; I couldn't say. 
Q. Was it by night or by day 'l 
A. By day. 
Q. Did you ever see one put up by night or early in the 

morning? 
A. No, sir; not before the day-men's duties were there, 

nor after the day-men's duties were away, I never saw one 
put up . 

.Charles P. Miller, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee, on behalf the State Prison keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence? 
A. Charles P. Miller. 
Q. Do you live in Trenton'? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State Prison 

in any way'! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way 'l 
A. One of the deputies there. 
Q. How long have you been there? 
A. Five years and five months. 
Q. You are still a deputy 't 
~. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kin&man-

Q. Are you acquainted with the modes of punishment in 
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the New Jersey State Prison ? 
.11. Yes, sir. 
Q. What were your duties under Mr. Wilson? 
A. I was one pa.r.t of the time on the night watch ; I was 

a shop keeper, and after they stopped work I was hall keeper. 
Q. What have been your duties under General Mott? 
A. Shop keeper. 
Q. Have you had much knowledge of the punishments 

under General Mott? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Then you are not able to compare them with those 

under Mr. Wilson? 
A. Only those that have been up at night-that is, in the 

dungeon at night. 
Q. How long were men tied up under Mr. Wilson"( 
A. Well, from two to three hours. 
Q. These were extreme cases, I hope, were they not·'? 
A. I suppose they were. 
Q. Were those long periods of punishment by day or by 

night? 
A. Most of them that I seen was by night, after they quit 

work. 
Q. Have you ever seen any tied up at night under Gen-

eral Mott? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever known of any? 
A. No, sir. 
Q . . Under the former keeper, were they or not chained to 

the floor, to your knowledge, in the dungeon, for days 't 
A. I think they was. 
Q. Had you knowledge of it, sir. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see them in the dungeon? 
.IJ. I seen them off and on. 
Q. Were they fastened to the floor 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Could they use the closets '? 
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.11. Not while they were tied fast to the floor. 
Q. You have been shop keeper all the time, under Gen

eral Mott? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. During that period, have you heard of any cruelties 

being practiced upon the prisoners '? 

A. I have not. 
Q. Have any complaints of such come to your ears? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There are plenty of opportunities, if there were such, 

for the prisoners to speak to you 't 
A. Yes, sir ; every day. 
Q. How many men are there· in the shop where you are 

at work'? 
A . .At the present I have only got 35; l have had as 

high as 95. 
Q: Have you been engaged as shop keeper during all of 

General Mott's time ? 
A. .A shop keeper ; yes, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. You don't know anything about the punishments 
there, except what you see yourself ? 

A. Only what I see at night. 

Thomas Moulds, a witness appearing before the Joint Com
mittee, ou behalf of the State Prison keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name ? 
A. Thomas Moulds. 
Q. Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. · 
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Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State Prison·! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way'! 
A. Shop keeper. 
Q. How long have you been so '! 

.11. Five years. 
Q. And you are so still ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Do you know about the punishments in the prison, 
under the former keeper? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And under the present keeper'? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How do they compare under General Mott, with those 

under Mr. Wilson, as to frequency and severity? 
A. Not as severe as they were under Mr. Wilson. 
Q. For what length of time have you known convicts to be 

chained to the floor, under Mr. Wilson? 
A. Well, sometimes a night and a day. 
Q. Could they use the closets during that time 't 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you any knowledge of any cruelties inflicted 

under General Mott? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever heard of any complaints to that effect? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you had opportunities of hearing of them if 

there were such ? 
A. I think I have1 yes, sir. 
Q. How many men are there under you'! 
A. 118. 
Q. Is there not a tendency amongst the new and rough 

men to talk when they first go into the shops'? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. What is the mode adopted to prevent that'! 
A. Well, we generally reprimand them, and if they con

tinue to do it, we generally send them to the centre. 
Q. When they go to the centre, do they go with a written 

specification of the charge against them? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The instructors report to the keeper'? 
..d. No, sir; not in talking, or in a breach of discipline. 
Q. When they have any complaints that they wish to 

make, to whom do they complain? 
A. To the shop keeper. 
Q. Does or does not General Mott require that the com-

plaints that come from the shops shall be in writing ·t 
Ji. Yes, sir. 
Q. With the charge specified against the offender? 
A. Yes, sir ; in every case. 
Q. Was it so under the former keeper? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he require the charges to be made in writing 't 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ln the same way '! 
Ll. Yes, sir; in some cases they were taken in without a 

charge-we made a verbal charge, sometimes. 
Q. What was the usual punishment for. talking 't 
A. Sometimes the gag. 
Q. Where did they place them ? 
A. l have had men gagged in the shop. 
Q. Where did they usually place them? 
A. In the centre at times. 
Q. Do you mean to say that they are gagged in the shop? 
A. Gagged in the centre. 
Q. And sometimes they are sent into the shop with the 

gag'! 
JJ. Sent into the shop with the gag. 
Q. Is the gag kept in their mouths long '! 
JJ. Never over a half an hour. 



885 

Q. In the shops? 
A. Yes, sir; that is, in my shop. 
Q. Do you consider it a pretty good remedy for that kind 

of offence 't 
.!J. I do ; yes, sir. 
Q. Is there anything cruel or painful in it 'l 
JJ. No, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Did you ever try the gag yourself'? 
.11. I have had one in my mouth; yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see a man sick from the effects of it? 
~. No, sir. 
(J. Men work right along just the same, with the gag'! 
~. Yes, sir. 
Q. The punishments in those dungeons do not come un-

der your province 't 
A. Once in a while; not very often. 
Q. Does it ever? 
JJ. Yes, sir. 
Q. How does it come to be so? 
A. In case I am detailed there nights, I examme them 

sometimes. 
Q. Did you ever see men strung up there at nights? 
A. Yes, sir:. 
Q. Under General Mott ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Was Mr. Leek employed in the same shop that you 

had charge of ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he ever profane? 
A. Yes! sir. 
Q. Did you ever hear him swear at convicts? 
A. Yes, sir; the prisoners had reported him for doing it 

repeatedly before; but this time was the only time I was 
positive of it, and he acknowledged to me that he did it. 
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Q. Was there any dependence to be placed on h1s reports 
of the convicts 't 

.A. None at all. 
Q. They were not worth much? 
A. No, sir; he never found a man out. 
Q. He was instructor there ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why was he discharged? 
A. That is more than I can tell ; that is something be

longs to the contractor. 
Q. Did you consider him a competent man as instructor? 
A. No, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Are you acquainted with that business ? 
.II. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you an instructor ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Haye you been an instructor? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever learned the trade of shoemaking? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You are hardly competent, then, are you, to pass on 

his qualifications ? 
A. Yes, sir; competent to judge when a shoe js done 

right. 

On motion, the committee then adjourned till Thursday, 
February 28th, 1878, at half-past seven o'clock in the even
ing, at the same place. 
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At which time and place the Joint Committee met pur
suant to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Moore, Hendrickson an·d Plum
mer, members of the Joint Committee on the part of the 
Senate, and Hon. Messrs. Sykes, Parramore, Pancoast, 
Rue and Malone, members of the Joint Committee on the 
part of the Honse of Assembly. 

William R. Murphy, a witness appearing before the 
Joint Committee on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, 
being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Ohairman-

Q. Please give us your full name and residence. 
A. William R. Murphy, Bordentown. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State Prison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what capacity ? 
4. Supervisor. 
Q. How long have you been supervisor? 
A. Since April, 1869. 
Q. Were you there under Mr. Wilson ? 
A. Yes, sir; I was there in his term. 
Q. And in whose term previous to that? 
A, Robert H. Howell's. 
Q. And during the time General Mott has been there 1 
A: Yes, sir ; I entered during the term of Mr. Hennion, 

in April, 1869. · 
Q. As supervisor there, of what did you have charge? 
A. The first matter specified in the law is that the 

supervisor shall regulate and have charge of providing 
labor for all the convicts except so many as are necessary 
for the household and sanitary duties of the place, either to 
provide labor for them or to hire their labor to any person 
disposed to . employ them, with the consent of the board of 
inspectors. 

Q. Then you have charge of the hiring of the labor, 
with the consent of the board of inspectors? 

.A. Yes, sir. 
43 
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Q. ~n the course of that duty does the punishment of 
prisoners come under your notice ? 

A. To a very limited extent-very limited, indeed. 
Q. Can you tell this committee anything about the pun-. 

ishment? 
A. Not from my own observation ; I see some of the 

punishments-men standing in the centre with handcuffs 
on-very slight punishments ; those punishments that are 
more severe are out of my sight. 

Q. Then your business as supervisor doesn't bring you 
in contact with the punishment of prisoners at all ? 

A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

. Q. Colonel :Murphy, by what authority do you hold 
your office as supervisor of the prison ? 

A. By appointment by a board constituted for that pnr
pose, consisting of the Governor, the Chancellor, the Chief 
Justice, and the Attorney-General. 

Q. And you hold your office for what period? 
A. Three years. 
Q. That is under the law of 1876? 
A. '69 and '76; the same law was re-enacted m respect 

to that matter, precisely . 
. Q. During the period of General :Mott's administration 

have · you heard of any cruel punishments or wrongs 
inflicted upon the prisoners ? 

A. Except this public complaint, I have heard of nothing 
different from what it had been for years past. 

Q. Your duties bring you in contact with all the work
ingmen of the prison, do they not? 

A. No, not necessarily; do you mean the convicts 
themselves? 

Q. Yes, sir ; the workingmen? 
A. Not to a great extent, sir ; I see them frequently ; I 

see them in the shops, working there. 
Q. You do see them in the shops? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is what I mean; what proportion, in your judg-
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ment, and upon the best information you have obtained, 
work cheerfrilly and without bejng urged ? 

A. I think a very large majority of the men work, if not 
cheerfully, at least without any difficulty-I suppose because 
they know that they are required to do it, and therefore 
make no resistance to a power that is behind_ them. . 

Q. In making your contracts for the labor of the 
prisoners, do you or not stipulate that the men shall be 
furnished, and that the contractors shall have the benefit 
of their labor for so many hours per day? 

A. Yes, sir.; that is part of the obligations in every 
.contract, th~t they shall work diligently and do a fair and 
reasonable day's work during the whole of the hour£ that 
they are required to work ; that is the language of the 
contract. 

Q. The principal manufacture in the prison is shoes, is 
it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The men "''01·k in the shops in the manufacture of 

shoes? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And they work in what is called "teams" or "gangs," 

do they not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And consequently, if one man in any team is disabled 

in any way, it disturbs the harmony of the team ? · 
A. So the contractors say; it disturbs their work. 
Q. Under the contract for labor with the Bay State Shoe 

and Leather Co., was there or not a stipulation as to strict
ness of discipline in order to secure to the contractors the 
labor of the convicts ? 

A. Yes, ~ir; the special stipulation was superfluous, 
because the contract itself set forth the obligation on the 
part of the State . 
. Q. What then was the purpose of the special stipulation? 

A. It was to secure the co-operation of the keeper in 
carrying out that obligation-to impress upon him the 
importance of his part of the contract. 

Q. Is it or not necessary to have full control of the men, 
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and strict discipline, in order to perform the terms 0£ the 
contract~ 

A. What do you mean by " control of the men~" · 
Q. I mean to control them so that they shall perform 

the full measure of the labor required of them~ 
A. Certainly; the control is in the keeper and his officers. 
Q. Then any laxity of discipline or failure to control the 

men properly would tend to disorganize the labor in the 
shops? 

A. That would be the tendency; it has often that result. 
Q. What have been the discipline and order amongst the 

men under General Mott, so far as your observation· has 
gone? 

4. Strict-such a~ we call discipline, and the order 
required to make them do a reasonable day's work-nothing 
more ; no unreasonable thing has been asked of the men. 

Q. How has he conducted the prison with regard to the 
deputy keepers and others ·who have had control of the 
men? 

A. He controls them thmoughly, which is as necessary 
as to have control over the convicts themselves. 

Q. Can there be good control over the men and thorough 
discipline, without thorough control over the employees '? 

A. I can't conceive how it could be done. 
Q. The interests of the state in that institution are very 

largely under your control and supervision? 
A. Confided to me or to the supervisors. 
Q. I see by the supervisors' report, dated October 31, 

1877, that the income for the past year amounts to 
$75,611.60; that I understand to be the income arising from 
the labor of the prison, is it not, sir? 

A. All but about a couple of hundred dollars, sir; it is 
an increase on last year. 

Q. In your judgment, in order to a proper management 
of the prison, is it not necessary that the keeper should 
have a large discretion in the management of the men ~ 

A. Yes, sir; discretion and control. 
Q. Is it not essential that that shall be thoroughly well 

known to the men also ? 
·A. The effect of that knowledge on them is salutary. 
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Q. You say you have not much knowledge of the 
punishments administered in the prison; then you have 
not heard complaints of severe punishments? 

A. No, sir; not until I heard these complaints from the 
outside ; not inside. 

Q. From what yon have seen of General l\fott's adminis
tration, wonld you believe that he would willingly inflict 
crnel pnnishments upon any prisoner? 

A. I do not believe any such thing. 
Q. Do yon think he could be tempted or induced to 

practice cruelty upon a prisoner ? 
A. I should not believe it unless I saw it; there are rules 

for the prisoners to obey, and if they break those rules 
there is a penalty for it. 

Q. If the discretion vested in the prison keeper were 
lessened, would bis po,ver to control the men be affected 
thereby? 

A. I have no doubt of that; I think it is the universal 
fteling of prison officers, indeed; I have had a good deal 
of intercourse with prison officers for the last few years, 
and know their views on that subject. 

Q. State to the committee what prisons you have visited 
within the past year or two. 

A. Within that time only the Eastern Penitentiary, of 
Philadelphia, aud Sing Sing; but I have been in the habit 
for several years of visiting prisons. 

Q. In other States? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And have you visited prisons where the labor is put 

out by contract? 
A. Yes, sir ; in all of them that I have visited labor is 

put out by contract except the Eastern Penitentiary, iu 
Philadelphia. 

Q. In yonr opinion, after your large experience on the 
subject, are the punishments, as used in the New Jersey 
State Prison, necessary to the proper management of the 
prieon? 

A. I don't see how the proper management could be 
done with less punishment, so far as I know or see ; the 
punishments are confined to a very few, as far as I have 
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had occasion to kuow; a very large proportion are never 
punished at all ; and those who are punished are punished 
'tilne and again for the same offence; I have known officers 
who have sent in men for complaints that after being pnn
fahed they would go out in the shops and repeat the offence ; 
and my inference is that the punishment is scarely sufficient 
to cure the evil; that is no uncommon thing. 

Q. From the situation of our state between two great 
cities, is there not a considerable number of despei·ate char
acters to be found within our prison all the time ? 
. A. Yes, sir ; we have a great many desperate men ; I 

will quali(y that; a "great many" is an .indefinite term ; 
there are always more or less desperate mer1, sometimes 
more and somtimes less. 

Q. In visiting the prison at Sing Sing did you observe 
and obtain any information respecting the modes of punish
ment practiced there ? 

A. I saw some of their appliances for that purpose. 
Q. How did those compare with what are used in the 

New Jersey State Prison? 
A. Some of them were not used in the New Jersey State 

Prison at all. 
Q. Were those that were not used in our prison more or 

less severe in their application ? 
A. I suppose it is very much according .to how they are 

used; for instance, they use a paddle, which may be made 
very severe or very light; it depends entirely upon the 
inclination of the person using it to make it severe or other
wise; it is a pretty severe weapon ; it may be made severe. 

Q. Is there any such weapon in use in the New Jersey 
State Prison ? 

A. No, sir; I have never seen one. 
Q. Do they tie up prisoners in Sing Sing? 
A. They have the means of doing it, and I suppose they 

do; I didn't see their operation ; I saw their appliances. 
Q. State to the committee in brief what they were, so 

that they can compare them with what are used here. 
A. They put an iron yoke on a man-I think they call 

it a yoke; it is made out of staves of iron) with hooks so 
that it can be opened and shut; it encloses the man's head, 
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and the ends of the plates rest upon his shoulders; I sup
pose the length of the iron hoops might be 16 to 18 inches, 
made large enough to enclose hii;; head; they send him back 
to the shop to work with this on ; how long they keep them 
on I don't know; certainly the.Y are a very uncomfortable 
headdress? 

Q. What have you to say with regard to their means of 
tying up prisoners? 

A. They have them in a room where there is a beam 
stretched across, and have a rope upon which a man can 
be raised up, and on the floor some apparatus to hold the 
feet so that they could not be raised-so that men conld not 
climb up and relieve their arms. 

Q. Neither could they move around ? 
A. No, sir ; this was in the middle of the floor, and the 

rope above was just about the middle of the room. 
Q. Would that, in yonr judgment, be more or less severe 

than what is used in the New Jersey State Prison? 
A. I never eaw it used in the New Jersey State Prison ; 

but from the description I suppose it is very similar, except 
the fastening of the feet; in other respects I suppose it is 
precisely the same thing. 

Q. It would be a relief to a man to be able to walk 
aronnd even if he was raised to the ba11s of his feet, would 
it not? 

A. I suppose so; I never tried it; it wou1d certainly be · 
to me; I saw a description of that iron yoke in "Frank 
Leslie's" last week ; it was very graphically displayed 
there. 

Q. Which, in your opinion, would be more severe, to tie 
men by their wrists, with the balls of their feet resting on 
the floor, or placing a man in a dungeon, chained to teh 
floor, and with handcuffs on, for six days, without the liberty 
of motion during that period? 

A. Well, for myself, I should greatly, I think, prefer 
almost any punishment than the one you last described, 
because I have seen men come out of the dungeon daubed 
with their excrement and debilitated; it was shocking to 
behold; I would endure anything myself rather than that 
punishment. 
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Q. Have yon seen anything of that kind of dungeon 
punishment under General Mott? 

A. No, sir; I can say that he orders men loosened every 
day when they are kept there more than one day, so that 
that is avoided. 

Q. Which would be better for the interests of the State, 
to punish men by taking them out of their teams in the 
shop and throwing them into the dungeons, or tying them 
in the cells for fifteen or twenty minutes in the way Gene
ral Mott does? 

A·. Certainly the State wouldn't lose the same time; if 
they are shnt np three or four days the State loses their 
wages; if they are only kept out fifteen 01· twenty min
utes and go back to their work it would be no loss to the 
State, although it would be some to the contractor possibly. 

Q. Since General Mutt has b een there has any con
trac ~or complained to you that any of his men have been 
disabled by punishment? 

A. No, sir; I have no recollection of any such com
plaint or any such statement. 

Q. If any of them had been punished so as to disable 
them the contractors would naturally complain to you, 
would they not? 

A. I think it is very likely they would. 
Q. You are the party to ·whom such complaint vvould 

n~turally _be made ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And yon have heard none dnring General Mott's 

term? 
. A. I have not. 
Q. Colonel Murphy, the law provides for the punishment 

of the prisoners in case of the violation of the rules in this 
way : "Provided, that corp9real punishment shall in no case · 
be inflicted ;" what is your understanding of that term, 
"corporeal punishment," with reference to prison discipline? 

A. I have always understood it to be a technical term 
which describes flogging; it can scarcely mean arfything 
else; any punishment inflicted upon the body is corporeal 
punishment. 
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Q. Has or not that been the understanding at the prison 
since you have been connected with it? 

A. Yes, sir-always so understrJod-that flogging was 
forbidden by that language. 

Q. And consequently, so far as you know, no punish~ 
ment or strHdng with blows has been inflicted? 

A. Only when some unruly prisoner has been knocked 
down to _master him-not as a mere punishment. 

Q. Yon have had some experience of the effect upon the 
men of investigating the conduct of the keepers; state to 
the committee what is the effect of such investigation upon 
the men ; in the first place, do they learn of such in vestiga-
tions ~ . 

A. Such as you have described? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. They find it out in some way. 
Q. Under a former keeper was there not such an investi-

gation? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Under Keeper Bennion? 
A. Yes, sir; during my first year; it didn't assume the 

proportions of the present investigation ; I believed the~ 
and stlll "believe that there was no occasion for it; it had 
that effect on the men at the time; there are just two effect~ 
produced. 

· By the Chairman-What is the object of this testimony ? 
Mr. Kingman-The only object of the testimony is tb 

show that if the keeper's authority is called in question the 
men immediately take advantage of it. · 

Witness-I ought to have said that that case under Mr. 
Hennion did not lead to a legislathre investigation ; it was' 
only a clamor by the public to get into the public prints; 
the legislature never took any notice of it ; at least it wasn't 
brought to the ears of the legislature; I think it was in the. 
summer time, and was forgotten before the legislature met. 

Q. Then in your opinion repression upon the authority 
and influence of the keeper would tend to laxity of disci
pline? 

44 
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A. I have always held that opinion and hold it now; I 
have observed it. 

Q. Do you know what caused the Bay State Company to 
gjve up their contract and pay the forfeit of $10,000 to the 
state~ 

A. ' Well, one of the elements in their determination was 
the depression of the times; and I have reason to believe 
that they would have borne that but for the laxity of disci- · 
pHne, which made a loss for them, and they cheerfully gave 
$10,000 to abandou their contract; they had a right to pay 
it, because the contract stipulated that upon giving three 
months' notice and the payment of $10,000 they had the 
power to abandon their contract. 

Q. How do the discipline and management under Gen
eral Mott compare with what they were under t]ie former 
keeper? 

A. I think it is very much improved, and Mr. Bigelow, 
the Bay State Company's president, thought the same thing, 
and regretted very much that he hadn't held on to his con
tract, as appearances indicated a better state of things. 

Q. How does the sanitary condition of the prison com
pare with what it has been in former times? 

A. It fa very greatly improved, because the cells are not 
only cleansed, but the beds are taken out and cleaned 
frequently, a thing that has never been done before ; · of 
course it tends greatly to the comfort of the prisoners. 

Q. Does not that have a good effect upon the disc1pline 
of the prisoners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. As showing good care for the prisoners? 
A. Undoubtedly, for the same reason; they get good 

food and plenty of it; the men are satisfied because they 
are taken care of ; and if they are sick they are well taken 
care of; the hospital is in good condition. 

Q. Has there not been some effort to punish the men by 
shaming them into good conduct, under the present keeper? 

A. I cannot speak of that particularly, because I never 
heard conversations between the keepers and the prisoners. 

Q. Have you seen prisoners standing in the centre with 
placards upon them? 
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A. Yes, sir ; I have in a few instances. 
Q. Have you seen them with what is called the gag in 

their mouths? . 

.A. I think I have. 
Q. There's no concealment about that, is there? 
A. Not at all ; they are in public sight. 
Q. Do you think there is any cruelty in punishing the 

men for talking by putting the gag in their mquths, as 
used at the present time? · 

.A. The men must be prevented from talking; no well
ragulated shops outside allow their n1en to talk; they 
would soon have a bedlam there if they were; I never saw 
any fainting from the use of the gag; I never tried it as 
others have, and can't speak of it from perr-mnal experienc;e. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. With respect to the tying up at Sing Sing, are the, 
feet fastened by a chain to the floor or in stocks ? 

A. I think it is a strip- a band of iron ; I haven't it 
distinctly in my mind_) except that the feet were fastened 
down. 

Q. You didn't see any one punished at Sing Sing? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You have read the resolution under which we a.re 

acting? 
.A. I don't know that I have ; if I have l lun~e forgotten 

its particular provisions or language. 
Q. It relates entirely to the reports of alleged cruelties 

by-the officers of the State Prison ; does your position 
enable you to give the committee any information of your 
own knowledge in regard to those dungeons? 

A. No, sir; I have never seen them; I have never seen 
the inside of one of them. 

Q. You have seen these gags used there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you ever see one before under previous 

keepers? 
.A. I think so, a different form ; that was ~tretched 

across the mouth, this enters the ·mouth. 
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Q. You never saw this gag used under former keepers~ 
.: A. No, sir. 
· Q. When the Bay State Company first spoke of giving 

up their contract till better times, did they impose any 
more work upon these men than they had previously done, 
or try to do so ? 

_A. There has been a provision in every contract that I 
make that we are to be judges of how hard men are to 
work; /and we don't obligate ourselves to give them any 
special knowledge; it is only that the men shall work so 
m~ny hours diligently and faithfully. · 

Q. Did they endeavor to impose any more work on the 
men, · or to get any more work out of them, in consequence 
of the enhanced price they paid for the labor ? 

A. ·1 think not; not to · my knowledge; they induced 
men to do overwork sometimes, and they paid them for it. 

Q. In the depression of the times, when they paid a 
large price for their labor~ and could not evade it, did they 
not endeavor to get more work out of those' men before 
tliey did give up their contract? 

A. Not to my knowledge; if so, it didn't come under. 
my knowledge. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

. Q. How long since you saw this at Sing Sing Prison? 
A. A few· weeks ago-within the last two months

about two months ago, I think. 

Wesley B ellis, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being 
duly sworn testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

' Q. Please give your full narµe. 
A. Wesley Bellis. 

:_ Q. Where do you reside? 
A. Flemington, N. J. 
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Q. You are sheriff of Hunterdo:1 county 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And keeper of the jail 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been there ? 
A. r+hree years last fall. 
Q. You have never been connected with the New Jersey 

State Prison in any way 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You don't know anything about the modes of pun

ishment there? 
A. I do not. 
Q. Have you ever read the resolution under which we 

are acting as a committee ? 
A. I think I have read something of it. 
Q. You don't know anything about the punishments 

there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. It has been testified here that there was a man by the 

name of Snook that died there ; did you know that man? 
A. Yes, sir; I suppose it is the same man that I had in 

charge. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Was this Jacob Snook? 
A. Jacob Snook. 
Q. Was he in your custody in the jail at Flemington 1 
A. Yes, sfr. 
Q. Before he went to the State Prison 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long before ? 
A. I think before I took charge of him, about the 8th of 

June, and held him until the 2d of October ; from that he 
was sent over to Somerset. 

Q. During the period that he was in jail was there any 
evidence, to your knowledge, of his being diseased? 

A. Well, I shouldn't think he was ; I don't know of 
anything in particular. 

Q. Was he a violent man? 
A. Quite passionate. 
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Q. Was he quiet, or noisy and boisterous, under you ! 
.A.. Well, he annoyed us considerabh. 
Q. How did he annoy you? . 
.A.. By his ways. 
Q. State to the committee what they were. 
A. Well, he made considerable noise and hallooing. 
Q. He had a habit of hallooing? 
.A.. He did some part of the time. 
Q. Making loud noises? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he a violent man ? 
.A.. I think he was that way disposed. 
Q. Did he ever put you and your assistants at defianc.e ? 
A. Well, we had a little trouble with him at one time. 
Q. Did he refuse to obey you? 
A. Yes, sir; one time in part icular. 
Q. State to the committee as briefly as possible what that 

was. 
A. When he first came in there we had a large room 

different from the cells; he was brought in about midnight; 
and I let him go into that larger room that night ; next day 
he had fixed a place to lodge there, and I let it go for a 
little while ; he had an idea he could get bail, I suppose, 
and get out; when I found he wasn't likely to do it I 
thought it better to have him go in the cells, and I told him 
what I wanted to do; he hesitated to go in the cells, and 
I had to take hold of him and walk him round to the 
cells ; he said if we would let go he would go in ; while he 
was going in he slipped around and went in the main hall; 
then I made a pass at him and he struck me. 

Q. What was the effect of the blow ? 
A .. He gave me a pretty good blow under the eye and 

cut me ; he had on a large ring, and it cut me. 
Q. Did you put him in the cell~ 
A. ·well, after some time; in the tussle I had with him 

I sprained my thumb ; of course I called in assistance from 
the outside, and several came in ; some few specially for the 
occasion ; I called on them to assist me ; I thought it right 
to have him go in the cells, and asked them to assist me in 
putting him in, and they hesitated for quite a time, and I 
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waited, thinking that they would assi·J t putting him in the 
cells; and I finally found they wasn't going to do it, and 
there was a base-oall club that I got my eye on, with the 
little end. broke off, and I found that I could swjng round 
and knock him down, and I done so. 

Q. Then you put the irons on him? 
A. Then they jumped onto hjm and carried from the 

main hall to the cells, and then shackled him; it was quite 
an effort ; he fought them. 

Q. Fought deRperately? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he disturb you after that jn his cell by hjs loud 

hallooing? 
A. Oh, yes; he tore up several beds; some two or three 

different times we had to get something for him to lay on ; 
he would generally destroy it in a day or two. 

Q. Did yon ever have any other prisoner so violent or 
hard to manage during your term as he was? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Where did he go from yonr place? 
A. Over to Somerville. 
Q. To be tried there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After having been tried in Hunterdon 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was he tried for in Hunterdon? 
A. There was an effort made to get him indicted, bnt I 

believe the indictment was quashed. 
Q. Was he not indicted in Hunterdon? 
A. Yes, sir; I got him indicted. 
Q. For assault and battery? 
A. Yes, sir; there was another indictment, but it was 

quashed. 

By the Chairrnan-

Q. Do you know what became of Snook after he went 
to Somerville? 

A. I took him over to Somerville, and I was in com
pany with the Sheriff when he was brought to the prison. 
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Q. Yon were in company with Sheriff Totten? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have any difficulty in · bringing him to 

Trenton? 
A. No. 
Q. He didn't sLow any of those acts of violence then, eh? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you have any trouble with him after that first 

occasion ? 
A. Well, not by way of falling onto him in particular. 
Q. After you delivered him at Trenton in company with 

Sheriff Totten did you ever see him again ? 
A. No; I never seen him again. 
Q. Do you know that he died there? 
A. I am not positive; I have reason to believe he did. 
Q. Did you have any communication or con versa ti on 

with the keeper in regard to him after that? 
A. After his death? 
Q. Yes, sir? 
A. I think there was something said between me and 

the clerk; I don't know whether General Mott was there 
or not. 

Q. Did you have any conversation or communication 
with General Mott in regard to his death? 

A. Do you mean any correspondence? 
Q. Yes, sir; or any communication of any kind? 
A. I don't remember that I have ; not after his death. 
Q. Well, before his death ? 
A. Well, I think there was some correspondence before 

his death. 
Q. What was that; was it in regard to the character 

of the man? 
A. Well, I wrote him asking him how he was getting 

along with him. 
Q. That was before his death? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You never had any after his death? 
A. Well, I can't get it in my mind now; I might have. 
Q. You had no conversation with General Mott in refer~. 

ence to the cause of his death? 
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A. No, sir; not as I remember; I might, but I don't 
remember . 

. Q Would it be likely that if you had any conversation 
or communication with General Mott after the man's death, 
that you would forget it; it has not been so long? 

A. I can't bring anything to mind, I believe. 
Q. Would you not be likely to remember it if you did 

have any? 
A. I don't have it in my mind now. 
Q. You have seen General .Mott frequently since ? 
A. Yes, sir ; sometimes, I think. 
Q. What was that correspondence in regard to the char

acter of the man previous to his death? 
A. Well, 1 wrote him to know whether he wouldn't let 

me know how they were getting along with him ; I knowed 
he behaved a little ugly with us, and I supposed they 
wonld pay more particular attention to it, and I would like 
to know how they got along with him. 

Q. What did you want to know? 
A. He gave me a great deal of trouble, and therefore I 

was a little anxious to know. 
Q. Did yon ever publish any communication? 
A. I never ordered anything published in the papers. 
Q. Did anything from you appear in the papers~ 
A. Not by my mders. 
Q. How did it get there? 
A. Well, I suppose-it is more than I can tell to a cer

tainty, although I think the letter I received from him 
perhaps I might have read in the hearing of some one; I 
might have spoken as to what might ha\>·e been in the 
letter; I think that was about the chance of gathering up 
the information ; and perhaps it was gathered in the 
paper-not by my orders. 

Q. It was not pnblished by your orders at all? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Was that previous to his death 1 
A. Oh, yes. 

45 
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· Q. When that man Snook was noisy in your jail, was 
his language profane? 

A. A good deal of it, yes; a good share of it. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. What was in that letter that you go~ from General 
Mott? 

A. I think it was something like his being in the cell 
with one or two others, and that he should have tam
pered with their tobacco, and that they got into some diffi
culty, and the.re was some fight between them; and l think 
from that he went on to say that he had been put into the 
shops for work, and that he had talked against the rnles, 
and that they had let out some of their "reformatory 
m~dicine," and that he was getting along with him better 
than -- was expecting to get along with him better. 

Q. Did he think that Snook was improving under the 
"medicine" they were giving? 

A. He tbonght they were getting along better with him 
· now. 

By Mr. Sykes-
Q. You spoke of Snook's language being profane; was 

jt vulgar and indecent as well as profane ? 
A. W e11, swearing quite some; a good share of it though 

just for the purpose of making a noise, sceming1y. · 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Was this man Snook a native of Hunterdon county 1 
A. My information was that he was born in Hunterdon; 

at least he had lived there several years; l supposed he 
was a man thirty-five or forty years old. 

Q. ·what was his manner of living as far as you know or· 
have heard? 

A. I never knowe<l anything about the man until he had 
come there to my place. 

Q. What was it as far as yonr knowledge goes? 
A. That part of the county is a little rough- the land 

there. 
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Q. Probably he was brought up in rather a rough way~ 
A. yv ell, I should think from the inhabitants there that 

that was so. 
Q. The indications were that he was? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he a healthy, rngged, muscular man? 
A. He was so considered, and ha<;l that appearance. 
Q. Have you ever heard of his having been in prison 

previous to his being locked up in the jail over which you 
had charge in that county or any other county? 

A. No, not to my knowledge. 
Q. That is the first you knew of it? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. While in your prison di<l he show at1y evi<lence of 

insanity? 
A. \Vell, of course he behaved very strange; that is-~ 
Q. In your judgment did he .ever show any signs of 

insanity? 
A. Oh, well, some of his talk- his conversation- you 

know, would be considerably out of place. 
Q. Would you consider that he was a rational man ? 
A. 'V ell, I think when he seemed to be in goo<l humor 

he talked pretty sensible. 
Q. Did you ever have the opinion of any medical man 

in regard to him ? 
A. Well, the county has a physician employed to doctor 

the prisoners, you know ; and he had some acquaintance in 
Philadelphia that had been iu the asylum, I think as 
assistant. 

Q. Was he a man of s~me experience ? 
A. Yes, sir, that was my information; he was there on 

a visit, and they came in to see Snook. 
Q. What was his conversation to you in regard to 

whether the man was sane or insane ? 
A. Well, this man from Philadelphia had quite some 

conversation with him- asked him some 9-uestions; they 
had some talk together, and from what I understood him, 
that he considered him a sane man ; that was the word that 
he left with me. 
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Q. Did he ever need any medical treatment while he 
was with you? 

A. Very little, I guess. 
Q. Was he always prompt and ready for his meals on all 

occasions? 
A. Pretty much, I think. 
Q. About what time was he transferred from your jail 

to the Somerset county prison~ 
A. Well, I think it was about the 2d of October. 
Q. Was he then, as far as you know, in good bodily and 

mental health. 
A. Well, I don't know but he was. 
Q. When was it that you heard of Snook being dead in 

the New Jersey State Prison? 
A. -Well, I -think they telegraphed me ; or at least I 

don't know whether it was directed to me, but there was a 
telegram came to our plac.e, and it was handed over to me, 
that he was dead. 

Q. About what time was that? 
A. In the month ? 
Q. In the month; yes, sir. 
A. Well, I have'nt charged my 'mind with it. 
Q. Was it somewhere about the 28th of December last? 
A. Well, it might have been. 
Q. It is stated that that was the day on which he died; 

you received the telegram about that time ? 
A. Well, I think I got it that evening, maybe, as he 

might have died that morning. 
Q. On what day in October did I understand you to say 

that he was transferred from your prison ? 
A. I think it was the 2d of October. 
Q. He was taken from your prison to the Somerset 

county prison a strong, healthy, robust man, on the 2d of 
October, and on the 28th of December you heard of his 
being dead in the New Jersey State Prison ~ 
· A. Well, I couldn't say as to the time. 

By Mr. Kingman-
Q. Do you recollect the name of the physician from 

abroad that was called to examine Snook? 
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A. I had no acquaintance with him, and I have not 

charged my mind with the name. 
Q. He pronounced him a sane man, you understood 

him? 
A. Yes, sir. 

James J. Bergen, a witness, appearing before the Joint 
Committee, on behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being 
duly sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-
Q. Please give your full name~ 
A. Jam es J. Bergen. 
Q. Your residence is in Somerville~ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You are district attorney of Somerset County i 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been so? 
A. A year last March. 
Q. Were you district attorney when this man Snook wa11 

tried there ? 
A. I was. 
Q. Do you know how long he was in jail there? 
A. I think he was there two or three weeks; I know 

that the con rt met in Sep tern ber, and we couldn't get him 
wliile the Judge was there, and the sheriff had to hold him 
for a week or two; we had some trouble getting him over 
there. 

Q. Of what was he convicted there~ 
A. Rape. 
Q. And sentenced to State Prison for how long~ 
A. Fifteen years. 
Q. Do you know anything about his behavior there in 

the prison ? 
A. I saw the effects of what he did; I didn't see it; I 

-saw the iron bars that he broke-twisted around. 

By Mr. Kingman-
Q. You are prosecutor of the pleas of the county of 

Somerset. 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. And tried him for the crime of rape? 
A. Yes, sir. 

·. Q. What was his condu~t in the court room during the 
trial? 

A. He was very noisy-made so much noise that the 
Judge ordered him removed, and they ironed him and took 
him out of the court room. 

Q. They put the irons on him in the court room? 
A. Yes, sir; the sheriff did. 
Q. Was he profane in court ? 
A. Yes, sir ; swearing at everybody. 
Q. At the counsel engaged in the cause? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What iron bars do you speak of that he broke up? 
A. Well, it was his bedstead that they had in his cell, 

made of iron ; the piece I saw was a piece two feet long . 
and one-quarter of an inch in diameter; that had been 
twisted all up. 

Q. He broke up his bedstead? 
A. Yes, sir; he cleaned the cell all out. 
Q. Did you consider him a very violent man ·1 

A. There is no doubt about that; I saw that. 
Q. was he a very dangerous man when angry? 
A. I think he was very dangerous. 
Q. He manifested that in the court room, did he not? 
A. Yes, sir; that is the only place I ever saw him. 
Q. From. the sentence I should judge it was a very 

aggravated case of crime, was it i10t so? 
A. It was, sir. 
Q. Do you ln10w about how old the victim was? 
A. My recollection is now, twelve or thirteen years old ; 

and I am not altogether certain; it was a sickly girl, I 
know; I think that was about her age. 

Q. Do you know when he was sent down to prison? 
A. A few days after he was tried? 
Q. You were a member of the legislature in 1877, wei~e 

you not? 
· A. Yes, sir. 
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Q~ You were a member of the State Prison Committee ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you, or not, draw the report of the Joint Com

mittee that appears for the year 1877? 
A. I think I did; I drew a report; I think that was it. 
Q. I observe the first paragraph of the report is that 

" We have visited the institution and examined the man
ner in which it is conducted, and the result of our inv.esti
gation satisfies us that the present management of the 
institution has never been excelled." Was that your judg
menU 

A. That was my judgrrwnt, and is ; I have visited the 
prison under former keepers and ha<l a chance to observe, 
not as an officer but as a visitor. 

Q. You were in the legislature of 1876, were you not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And visited the prison several times then ? 

·.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That included the whole period of General Mott's 

administration, did it not? 
A. Yes, sir; l think it would, almost; he was appointed 

in 1876, I remember. 
Q. Did you ever 1hear any charges that cruelties had 

been inflicted there in prison? 
A. I never did. 
Q. Your report, however, related to the general manage

ment of the prison, did it not? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Sykes- . 
Q. Was it last year that this man Snook was tried? 
A. He was tried, perhaps, I think, sometime in October. 
Q. 1877? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was the defence of insanity set up during the trial? 
A. No, sir; that wasn't his defence. 
Q. What was his defence ? 
A. His defence was consent. 
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Samuel Lilly, a witness appearing before the Joint Com
mittee, on behalf of the State Prison keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Cbairman-

Q. Please give you full name ? 
A. Samuel Lilly. 
Q. Where do you reside? 
A. Lambertville, N. J. 
Q. Have you ever been connected with the New Jersey 

State Prison in any way? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever read the resolutions under which we 

are acting? 
A. I have, but I don't recollect their purport. 
Q. In regard to the cruelty of the punishment there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about that? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You couldn't give this committee any information 

about that? 
A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. You have been a member of the Court of Errors and 
Appeals for several years, have you not? 

A. Five years, I believe. 
Q. And a member ex offici'o of the Court of Pardons? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you or not been been on the committee of that 

Court to visit the prisoners in the prison ? 
A. I have, sir. 
Q. With reference to their procuring pardons? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That, then, has led you to visit the prison frequently, 

has it not? 
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A. Yes, sir; three times a year our Court meets; the 
committee visit the prison. once or twice, and sometimes 
more during each term. 

Q. You, then, in the performance of that. duty, are 
brought directly in contact with the prisoners, are you not ? 

A. In contact with those who have applied for pardon. 
Q. During your visits, or in any way, have you heard, 

during General Mott's administration, that great wrongs are 
practiced and cruelties inflicted by the officers of the New 
Jersey State Prison? 

A. Except what I have seen in the public prints, and 
public rumor. 

Q. If there had been such practices there, do you not 
think you would have beard of them ? 

A. I do not know ; I might and might not. 
Q. You had ample opportunities during those visits? 
.IJ. Yes, sir; we viewed the prison ; different parts of it 

-in the shops; not in the shops while I was visitor, but I 
have since; I had a special desire to see it when the com
mittee were not there. 

Q. What, in your judgment, is the general management 
of the institution at present? 

A. From what I have seen, I should think very good. 
Q. How does it compare with that under the former 

keeper'? 
.IJ. The difference that I have seen between the present 

and the former, is that everything has an air of neatness and 
cleanliness; while under former keepers you couldn't say 
that the place was dirty ; still, there wasn't that air of neat
ness and cleanliness and general comfort that there is now ; 
that has been my observation. 

Q. Did the deputy keepers appear to be performing their 
duties while you were there~ 

A. Yes, sir ; they appeared to be active. 
Q. We had no specific charges before the committee, only 

these vague reports; and these reports, I suppose, you have 
heard, since the investigation commenced . 

.{6 
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By Mr. Sykes-

Q. You had free access to the convicts at all times in 
their cells and otherwise ; bad you not? 

A . Yes, sir. 
Q. What was the general tone of their conversation as ·re

gards their treatment, cruel, or otherwise? 
A. I don't know as I have had much conversation with 

them on that subject; but certainly they had an opportunity, 
those that I saw, to complain. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Did they complain? 
A. They did not; I never heard any. 
Q. You were not the proper person to complain to? 
A. W e11, I don't know; sometimes they complained of 

the Courts and juries that convicted them, very strong1y; 
and if they were badly treated perhaps they would say, 
"We have been badly treated, and we would like to get 
out." 

William W. L. Phillips, a witness heretofore sworn be
foretbe Joint Committee, being re-called, testifies as fol
lows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. You stated in your former evidence that you were 
ph.Ysician to the New Jersey State Prison 1 

A. Yes·, sir. 
Q. I believe you .told us how long you had been so? 
A. Since April, 1871. 
Q. You have the care of the prisoners, so far as that de

partment goes ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Of course you have no authority over the prisoners 

in regard to punishment at all? 
A. None whatever, sir. 
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Q. As physician, you have an opportunity of seemg 
prisoners that feign sickness'! 

A. At times, yes, sir. 
Q. Is it a very uncommon thing for prisoners to pretend 

to be sick? 
A. It is not very uncommon, sir. 
Q. You frequently find prisoners that pretend to be sick 

because they don't want to work'! 
/-1. I suppose that's the reason, frequently, in order to get 

rid of work; they propose to have the State keep them 
there, I suppose, without earning their support. 

Q. Do you have .any particular mode of ascertaining 
whether those prisoners are feigning or not 't 

A. No, sir ; only the general principles of medicine. 
Q. As a physician you give them medicine first, d~you 't 
A. When I think they need it, I do, sir. 
Q. Did you ever try that for feigned diseases 't 
A. Not much, sir; I have sometimes given them bread 

pills in order to test them a little-to see how they got 
along; I have cured some very severe cases of dysentery 
with bread pills and some severe pains in the stomach. 

Q. The patient thought he got along well with bread 
pills? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q Do you remember a patient that came from Hudson 

county there by the name of Freidlander? 
A. I do, sir . 

. · Q. Were you present whep. he came? 

A. I came into the prison soon after his arrival; I think, 
on the day on which he came there. 

Q. You were not there when he came'! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Can you tell how soon after he came it was that you 

· arrived? 

A. I cannot; I presume it was within a short time, but a 
few minutes or half hour, probably, I should think; it was 
in the morning. 
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Q. What was the situation of that man when you saw 
him'! 

A. -When I entered I found him lying in front of the 
clerk's office-lying upon his back resting upon his elbows. 
There were two or three strange people there that I supposed 
were deputy sheriffs that brought him ; I saw that he was a 
prisoner, and I inquired what was the difficulty, and they 
said he was unable to walk and unable to talk; I observed 
him giving me a peculiar look, and I suspected that the 
thing was not real, and I remarked that we cured those kind 
of case~ here occasionally, perhaps we could cure him ; I 
went aside and made some inquiry about his antecedents, 
and I learned from those who accompanied him about this 
state of facts-that be had been tmable to walk for about 
three.,,weeks in the Hudson county jail, and I believe unable 
to talk during that same time . . 

Q. Doctor, what made you suppose that the man was 
feigning 't 

A. He gave me a peculiar look, and he looked hearty 
and healthy; he was a man weighing perhaps 200 pounds; 
I found afterwards that he weighed 208 pounds, I think it 
was. 

Q. From the looks of the man, you supposed that he was 
feigning? 

A. Yes, sir ; I thought those two difficulties were not 
likely to go together-paralysis of the lower extremities and 
loss of voice. 

Q. They told you he couldn't get up? 
A. Yes, sir; I saw him carried into the centre by two 

negro prisoners; they lifted him with his arms round their 
necks, and carried him into the centre, and so on up to the 
room where prisoners are bathed and shaved and have their 
hair cut, and are clothed in the prison garb; and I went 
about my ordinary duties, attending to the sick in the hos
pitals, and so on, and I sugge~ted to General Mott that that 
man was feigning; that we had better see if we couldn't 
cure him; it was perfectly legitimate to attempt to cure 
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feigned diseases as well as real, and with that idea I made 
the suggestion; when he was brought down by these negroes 
from washing-he was carried-they attempted to place him 
on his feet on the southerly side of the centre, but he 
couldn't stand up, and I went over to him and attempted to 
engage him in conversation, but could elicit no attempt at 
talking; I told the men, "You had better carry him over 
to the scales, because he must be weighed;" and as they 
started over I stuck a pin in one leg, and the leg went up 
like a horse's with the spring halt; I watched a minute and 
then tried the other leg, and it went up the same way; I 
was satisfied about the shamming; still, when he was taken 
over to the scales he couldn't stand, and I put the pin in 
his leg again, but he was ready for me, and he made his 
leg perfectly rigid, and didn't flinch; he couldn't stand, and 
he was laid on the floor; presently he developed a fit, and 
I supposed that a little treatment for that might cure it, so 
there being no hot iron or anything of that sort, such as is 
used on those occasions, I told Mr. Reilly to pour a few 
drops of alcohol on his thigh and I fired it with a match ; 
he brushed it off with a couple of blows; then he had his 
fit again and laid still a few minutes again, and when his fit 
came on again I gave him a little more of the same sort, and 
he brushed that away, and he had no more fit; it was clear
ly shown that the whole thing--his paralysis and fit, etc.
was a sham ; and he was handcuffed and sent to the dungeon 
and put up in the usual manner; and I suppose before he 
was there five minutes they found at once that he could 
walk and talk; because he was stepping around on the balls 
of his feet-of course complaining of tbe punishment, and I 
said, "You can talk, can you'? What do you mean by feign
ing all this ,- ,, he didn't know, he said, but he begged to be 
taken down ; I told him if he would promise to talk and 
walk and behave himself, I would see that he got down, and 
I went down to the General and he ordered him down im
mediately; instead of walking, he just jumped in this man
ner [illustrating] ; that not being the style of walking that 
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wa:::i required, he was returned to the dungeon for about five 
minutes; after that he came down and walked as well as 
you can at this moment; the effect of the alcohol was to 
leave a blister, which, .under some simple treatment, was 

healed in a few days; after that the man went to work, and 
I believe he never lost a day in the shop. 

Q. Did you ever try that test by alcohol before? 
A. On one occasion. 
Q. What occasion was that 't 
A. A man by the name of Murray, who came there from 

Union county; I did not see him on his arrival, but I 
learned in some way, I can~t say ex actly how, that he was 
supposed to be feigning epilepsy; I think that, perhaps, on 
the 3d or 4th day, or thereabouts, after his arrival, while I 
was in the prison, I received a summons to go to his cell
that he had a convulsion, and I went there and poured a lit
tle alcol.ol on his .leg, and it made no impression on him; 
you will understand that in an epileptic paroxysm the pa
tient is insensible to all external impressions; that made a 
sore of about the same appearance as the other, but he 
scratched it, and that made it sorer than the other case, and 
perhaps made a little more of a mark. 

Q. Diel you conclude that Murray was not feigning? 
A. I believed he was not feigning; I had other reasons 

for believing he was not feigning~ 

Q. You didn't try the experiment on Murray more than 

once? 
A. Only once. 
Q. Had you ever tried that experiment before on any 

one? 
A. I believe I did not, sir,· to my recollection. 

Q. What led you to try that kind of experiment? 
A. Well, from the fact that severe means have been fre

q uent1y made use of by different eminent medical men under 
similar circustances-the actual cautery, the red-hot iron, the 
iron heated to a white heat, and the maxa; that is a species 
of burning by them that produces a severer effect on the 
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tissues than the burning of a little alcohoi; it involves a 
greater destruction of tissues; hurning alcohol may be con
sidered a modification of the actual cautery, which is a re· 
cognized remedy for the treatment of feigned diseases and 
for the treatment of actual diseases. 

Q. Are yo-q. a practicing physician in this city? 
A. I am. 
Q. For how long have·you been so? 
A. For nearly 27 years, excepting my absence during the 

war. 
Q. Did you ever have a patient where you were required 

to test whether he was feigning or not before treatment? 
A. Yes, sir; I have frequently. 
Q. What was your mode of treatment in those cases ? 
A. Various ways; I can't recall any special cases to de

tail; I have put them under the influence of chloroform and 
ether, and various other means that are recognized by the 
medical authorities. 

Q. Don't you think that the test you applied in the prison 
was a very severe way of testing that matter? 

A. It would come under the head of severe treatment ; it 
is recognized by hi:;h authority, sir, as I can show you. 

Q. Don't. you think you could have used some kind of 
milder treatment? 

A. Of course I could; I could have poured cold water on 
him. 

Q. Would it have the same effect ? 

A. Not likely unless I nearly drowned him. 
Q. You could have put him under a shower-bath? 
A. Yes, sir; but that would have been as severe treat

ment, probably. 
Q. Is that mode of treatment recognized by medical au

thorities? 
A. Yes, sir; it is-not that specific act of treatment, but 

that mode of treatment is laid down. 
Q. What authorities have you got for that mode of treat

ment? 
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A. [Referring to books J I will turn first to Dunglisons, 
Medical Dictionary, which is a standard authority, under 
the article" Feigned Diseases," I will read; here are the dis
eases set down, for instance, " apoplexy, how feigned and 
bow detected-by powerful stimulants, an electric shock, ap
plication of hot water, sternutatories, actual cautery, etc."; 
then I turn to "epilepsy," and I find that Dunglison states 
how it is feigned and how detected ; " sensation in epilepsy 
is totally abolished; if any remain disease is probably 
feigned; in contractility of pupil, which occurs in epilepsy, 
cannot be feigned ; same means to be used as in feigned 
apoplexy." 

Q. What is the actual cautery? 
A. The actual cautery is the red-hot or the white-hot iron 

applied to the skin-producing a severe impression. 
Q. In your treatment, by using this burning alcohol, you 

think you have good medical authority for so doing? 
A. I haven't any doubt of it, sir; there are severer rem· 

edies used than even the hot iron ; burning hydrogen has 
been used as a severe treatment ; steam has been applied, 
the electric cautery, and so on; the maxa, which I describe, 
is a mode of burning. 

Q. Please give us references to the authorities? 
A. "Dunglison's Medical Dictionary, on Feigned Dis

eases," " Dunglison's Practice of Medicine," in the article on 
epilipsy; "Eccbiveria on Epilepsy," "A Manual of Sur 
gery, compiled for rn;;e in the Confederate States Army," 
"Chisholm's Manual of Military Surgery," pages 442-446; 
"Wood's Practice of Medicine," "John Mason Good's Prac
tice of Medicine," also the "Library of Practical Medicine," 
in the article on epilepsy. 

Q. Did you ever have cases in the army where men were 
feigning? 

A. Yes, sir ; I have had cases there occasionally. 
Q. What did you use there ? 

A. Perhaps I would blister them, or use some severe 
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treatment; I wouldn't always have these things on hand to 
I 

use. 
Q. Did you ever know this test, by burning with alcohol, 

to be used in the army? 
A. No; I can't say that I did; alcohol is generally used 

in another way in the army, sir. 
Q. Do you not consider that that was a very harsh mode 

of ascertaining the fact that that man was shamming 't 
A. I had authority for using much harsher modes of test

ing it, as I have shown you, I think; I thought I had a 
right to treat a feigned disease as well as a natural one, and 
I believe I had, sir. 

Q. You thought you could have used a harsher applica 
tion? 

A. I might have used a red-hot iron or a white-hot iron 
or the maxa ; and, I think that steam, or boiling water, 
would have been equally severe. 

Q. How did you satisfy yourself in regard to this man 
Murray? You say y~u only used the application once? 

.Ii. It made no impression on him at all. 
Q. What became of him? 
A. After some months he was sent to the asylum. 
Q. Was he a lunatic while he was there? 
.fl. He was suffering from epileptic mania ; that is, he 

had occasional attacks of epileptic convulsions, followed by 
a period of maniacal outburst. 

Q. Then you didn't think it was necessary to use any 
further test to ascertain that fact 't 

.11. No, sir; I didn't ; it was reported that he was feign
rng; I don't know how the report came, but it came with 
him. 

Q. Was the appearance of the man when he came there, 
similar to that of the man who came from Hudson? 

.11. I never saw Murray until I saw him in that convul
sion. 

Q. Were his sores of long standing after you tried that 
test? 

47 
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A. I think not very long; It probably lasted longer than 
in the case of the other man, because he scratched it and 
made it sore. 

Q. How long was it before Friedlander's sore was healed? 
A. 1 should think four or five days. 
Q. Were both experiments made on the leg '( 
A. Yes, sir. 
<.). Did he complain much afterward 'l 
JJ. No, sir. 
Q. Had you anything more that you wished to say ? 
A. I think not at this time, unless the subject of Snook 

should be taken up. 
Q, You don't want to take that up now? 
A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. How did Friedlander himself speak of this treatment 
afterward? 

A. He spoke of it afterward as having cured him or rheu
matism; so I suppose he had rheumatism and feigned the 
others. 

Q. Did he complain of its cruelty? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did he work pretty well afterwards? 
A. I never heard him com plain of his work ; he was a 

very good man; he weighed on his entrance 208 lbs., and 
on his exit 210 ; so that he maintained bis health pretty well 
there. 

By the Chairman-

Q. You said you first obtained the consent of General 
Mott ; I do not suppose that General Mott had any authority 
over that test at all; it was entirely with the physician 't 

A. No, sir ; that was a matter of my own; I was respon- · 
sible. 

Q. You told him you would try an experiment; did you 
tell him what experiment you would try? 
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JI. No, sir; I suggested that I would treat him, in the 
expectation to use such means as were necessary in order to 
complete the cure, and then turn him over to his hands to 
take charge of him. 

Q. So that General Mott didn't know what test you would 
apply? 

A. No, sir. 

Cornelius Shepherd, a witness appearing before the .Joint 
Committee on behalf of the prison physician, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Will you please give your full name? 
A. Cornelius Shepherd. 
Q. Are you a practicing physician in Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Of how long standing ? 
A. 17 years next July. 
Q. Have you ever practiced m the New Jersey State 

Prison 't 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever been called in a case where a man had 

been feigning epilepsy ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the treatment in such 

cases? 
.11. I have read of the treatment of feigned epilepsy. 
Q. Then you don't know anything more than what you 

get from the books ? 

Q. No, sir; I never personally had a case of feigned epi
lepsy. 

Q. Will you please give this committee your opinion 
about the burning by alcohol as a test in such cases ; would 
you consider it a very severe test ? 

A. It is a severe test; it is severe treatment. 

• 
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Q. So far as it is laid down in the books, do you cousider 
it one of the severest ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. What would be severer ? 
A. The hot iron, and iron heated to a white heat, would 

leave a scar more painful. 
Q. It would be more painful afterwards'{ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That is laid down as a medical test under good author

ity? 
A. It is so stated in the authorities? 
Q. Do you recognize the authorities that Dr. Phillips has 

a1ready stated? 
A. Yes, sir; they are standard authorities. 

By Dr. Phillips-

Q. ma you examine Friedlander the morning he went 
out? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What· did you find as the result of the injury from 

those burns? 
A. I found a little discolorati~n of the skin ; I think it was 

on the left thigh-I an not positive-about two inches by 
five. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Was there a little redness? 
A. A little dark discoloration. 
Q. When was it that be left? 
A. About three weeks ago; somewhere in that neighbor-

hood. 
Q. Had this investigation then comme1?ced? 
A. I think not. 
Q. Did he complain of it to you as cruel treatment? 
A. He didn't complain to me at all, sir. 
Q. He left in a cheerful frame of mind ? 
.A. Well he seemed to be. 
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By Dr. Phillips-

Q. Did he say what caused the sore? 
A. I asked him what caused it; he told me that it was 

burned; I asked him what for, and he said for rheumatism. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Did he tell you what the effect of it was ? 
A. He said it cured him. 
Q. Then he recognized it as good treatment ? 
A. That's all he said ; I didn't ask him. 
Q. He said he had been treated for rheumatism, and it 

cured him? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. What were you called there for 'f 
A. I was requested to see him by Dr. Phillips. 
Q. You were requested by Dr. Phillips to go there and 

see him upon his discharge ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. The man did not send for you 'l 
A. No, sir; I think it was on the left-no; it was on 

the right thigh. 
Q. Was there more than one scar ? 
.fl. There was two ; one across the thigh and one across 

the hip. , 

, Q. When you say they were two inches by four, do you 
mean there was one scar 'about two by four, and that then 
there was another scar ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How large was the other scar? 
A. About the same size. 
Q. They were not communicating ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. One was on the hip? 
.IJ. Yes,~ sir. 
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Q. And the other on the leg ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did the skin look as if it had been burned? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Yo~ say it was discolored; what color was it? 
A. A little dark discoloration. 
Q. So that it was easily observable? 
.A. Yes, sir ; you could just notice the discoloration. 
Q. If you hadn't known about that, what would you 

have thought it was caued by, a burn 'l 
.A. No, sir ; I couldn't have told it was a burn. 
Q. You couldn't have told it was a burn if you hadn't 

known it? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Do you know how long that discoloration had been 

there 'l 
.A. I don't know, sir; I didn't ask. 
Q. If the burn had been made a year· before, would it 

have presented the appearance that this did? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If that had been a bad burn, and had been a year or 

two years previous, would it have looked different '? 
.A. It would have looked different, sir. 
Q. Then your opinion is, that it was not a deep burn and 

not a bad burn ? 
A. It was not a bad burn ; not involving the skin. 
Q. Then you give your opinion that the burn had not 

been a deep one 'l 
.A. Only the superficial skin-only a superficial blister. 
Q. Do you mean by superficial that it had not burned 

through 'l 
.A. Just the epidermis ; just the same as a fly-blister. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Do you approve of the burning of alcohol in feigned 
diseases? 

.A. I can't say that I have any opinion about that, sir; I 
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think in cases of treating feigned diseases, the individual 
physician should be allowed to exercise his own judgment 
-in treating feigned as well as real diseases. 

Q. Would you use it? 
A. I can't say that I would. 
Q. And yet you don't say that you disapprove of it'! 
A. I don't say that I disapprove of it; as I say, a physi· 

cian should be allowed to exercise his own judgment in the 
treatment of feigned as well as real diseases. 

Q. In your judgment, which would be more severe, the 
actual cautery, or the treatment employed by Dr. Phillips? 

A. In my opinion, the actual cautery is decidedly the 
most severe. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Did you say that this investigation had commenced 
when you went to see this man Friedlander ? 

A. I am not positive whether it had commenced or 
whether it commenced a day or two afterwards; I am no 
positive; I think the resolution had passed; I think it is 
about three weeks. 

Henry W. Coleman, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee, on behalf of the prison physician, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name ? 

A. Henry W. Coleman. 
Q. Are you a practicing physician in the city of Tren

ton? 
.fl. Yes, sir; I have been practicing here for the last ten 

years. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. A son of the late Dr. James B. Coleman? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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By the Chairman-

Q. Have you ever practiced rn the New Jersey State 
Prison? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever called there? 
A.. I have been there quite a number of times with Dr. 

Phillips. 
Q. Were you treating prisoners or just making a visit 

there? 
.A.. Well, I was a student with Dr. Phillips ; in that way 

I would frequently examine patients and see the doctor's 
practice there. 

Q. Did you ever see Dr. Phillips practice on a man who 
was feigning? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. In your practice were you ever called where a man 

was feigning epilepsy? 
JJ. No, sir. 
Q. You have never had occasion to test any treatment for 

that, then? 
~. No, sir. 
Q. Did you hear Dr. Phillips's testimony? 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. You heard the authorities that he gave for the treat-

ment of those diseases'! 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you approve of those authorities? 
A. Quite a number of the authorities that the.doctor has 

stated I had read ; other professional men have to approve 
of them, because they are accepted as authorities. 

Q. From the authorities given, do you approve of that 
kind of a test ? 

.A.. I think a physician has a right to exercise his own judg
ment ; one physician might not approve of the treatment of 
another, but still the other might be justified by authorities; 
it is a mere matter of opinion. 
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Q. As to what test a physician should use? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. There are so many tests given hy the authorities that 

a physician should use his own judgment about it '? 

~- Yes, sir. 

By Dr. Phillips-

Q. What is the effect of burning alcohol upon the sur
face of the human body '? 

.A. Alcohol is classed with ether ; it is volatile in its na
ture, and under almost any circumstances, firing it would 
produce nothing but a superficial burn. 

Q. About the same as a .blister'? 
.A . .About the same; it is a quick vesicant, about the 

same as steam. 
Q. There are other things that are used as quick vesi

cants 'l 
.A. Yes, sir ; steam, the actual cautery, and the. electrical 

or galvanic cautery, and the plain cailtery; where prompt 
action is required, surgeons generally select an application 
that will act promptly. 

Q. The one that is most convenient to apply? 
.11. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is the moxa a severe application? 
.A. It is severe, because, instead of burning simply the 

cuticle, the epidermis, it burns deeper into the true skin ; 
according to the length of time the moxa is left on, the skin 
is burned the deeper. 

Q. Several of those authorities recognize the moxa in the 
treatment of feigned epilepsy? 

.A. Dunglison and other authorities speak of using other 
vesicants on the skin as a test. 

Q. Burning hydrogen has been used as a modification of 
the actual cautery ; would you consider that a severe rem
edy? 

.A. The flame is very intense, and would burn deeply if 
jt was left on any length of time. 

,8 
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Q. A momentary application of that would be severe, 
would it not? 

A. The pain of that would be very severe. 

By the Chairman-

Q. You say that would leave about the same scar as a 
blister, but you don't say that the punishment would not be 
a great deal more severe than the pain of a blister would be 
-I mean putting alcohol on and setting fire to it? 

A. The pain for the moment would be, but the pain from 
a fly-blister would continue for hours almost; I have seen 
patients suffer most intense pain from a fly-blister. 

Q . . But is not the burning of alcohol, even on the surface 
of the skin, likely to cause a pain that would last longer 
than the pain from a blister 'l 

A. I shouldn't think it would, no, sir ; after the epidermis 
is off the true skin is exposed to the air, and the pain is 
very intense, on account of the air coming in contact with 
the part that nature has protected ; alcohol would do the 
same as the fly-blister does. 

Dr. William Elmer, Jr., a witness heretofore sworn, be
ing recalled, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Did we examine you the other night on the question 
of this burning test 'l 

A. No, sir; there was nothing said about that; it was 
in reference to the condition of the brain found in Snook
the cause of death. 

Q. As a practicing physician, did you ever try alcohol 
poured on a man and then £red, as a test for feigned epi

lepsy 'l 
A. No, sir; I never have had occasion. 
Q. Were you ever called as a physician to such patient? 

A. No, sir. 
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Q. Then you don~t know what effect trying that as an 
experiment would have'? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. You have he~_rd Dr. Phillips give authorities in regard 

to that kind of treatment ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you approve of them ? 
A. They are all standard authorities. 
Q. If you were called upon to treat a patient would you 

adopt that kind of a test? 
A. If the case demanded it, I think I should, sir. 
Q. If it was in your power to use another test first would 

you do so'! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You would try a more moderate test first '? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And if that did not suffice you might try this? 
.JJ. If it was necessary; of course, the discrimination of a 

physician would teach him that; in private practice that is 
not always necessary. 

Henry W Coleman, a witness heretofore sworn, being re
called, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Dr. Phillips-

Q. Have you ever seen any of these alcohol burns? 
.IJ. Not to any extent; I have seen some slight burns on. 

people ; I have seen them on the hands. 
Q. Where have you seen that? 
A. It occurred to myself ; we often use alcohol, and one 

time by accident it took fire on my hands. 
Q. On the palm of the hand ? 
A. On the finger. 

• 

/ 
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By the Chairman-

Q. You were not feigning epilepsy 'l 
A. Hardly, sir. 
Q. Did it feel very sore ? 
A. Nothing like as sore as when I dropped sealing wax 

on it; that is the difference between alcohol and the moxa; 
I wanted to state that to show you the difference-that al
cohol burns quickly and makes a superficial burn; that is, 
if the flame has a ready exit-if it burns on an open sur· 
face; whereas the sealing wax holds the heat and burns 
deeper, exactly as the moxa does. 

Joseph M DeLacey, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Comm~ttee, on behalf of the State Prison keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies as f9llows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name? 
A. Joseph M. DeLacey. 
Q. .And your residence? 
A. Trenton, N. J. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State Prison 

in any waJ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way? 
A. Deputy keeper. 
Q. How long have you been so? were you a deputy 

keeper before General Mott's time? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Were you connected with the State Prison in any way 

before that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In what way? 
A. .As an instructor . 

• 
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Q. Under the Bay State Company '! 
A. Yes, sir ; for near seven years under them. 

By Mr. Kingman-

(j. You have some knowledge of the use of the gag, have 
you not'! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you seen it used upon the prisoners m the 

prison? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you ever tried it yourself? 
A. I have. 
Q. Where, sir? 
A. In the prison, or in the precincts of the prison. 
Q. Did you use in your experiment one of those that are 

in use at the prison ? 
A. Yes, sir ; . two of them. 
Q. For what length of time did you try the experiment? 
A. The longest period was an hour and forty minutes. 
Q. Describe the gag that you used ? 
A. It was composed of leather, somewhat of an oval 

sh3:pe-somewhat .similar to the heel of a boot-strapped 
round the face by means of a buckle and strap. 

Q. Strapped tightly round? 
A. Yes, sir; so that it couldn't be removed. 
Q. Was there a hole in it'! 
A. There was a hole through the centre through which 

to breath; yes, sir. 
Q. Was that experiment painful'? 
A. Not very, sir; there is some little pain attending it. 
Q. Could you talk while you had it in your mouth 't 
.JJ. No, sir. 
Q. What do you think of it as a remedy for those who 

persist in talking'! 
A. I should consider it a very good one. 
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Q. Has it been effectual as applied there, so far as you 
know? 

.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is it or not always used openly in the centre'? 
.A.. To the best of my knowledge. 
Q. Did yon ever hear of it being used in any other place? 
.A.. Not to my knowledge; l never heard of its being used 

in the shops; never saw it there. 
Q. Would it interfere with a man's working in the shops ·t 
.A.. That would depend upon what kind of work he was 

doing; it might and it might not; I am not able to answer 
that question. 

Q. Do you. consider it in any sense a cruel punishment ? 
A. No, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Do you consider it a mild punishment? 
.IJ. Not very mild, but I consider it effectual, although 

not very painful. 
Q. Why did you take it out after you had it in your 

mouth an hour and forty minutes? 
A. I considered I had kept it in long enough ; I could 

have kept it in longer if I thought it necessary. 
Q. Did you feel any bad effects from it? 
.A. Only for a few minutes after. 
Q. How many minutes after? 
.A. Three or four minutes; it made a pain along the jaw ; 

that is all : that disappeared in the conrne of a few minutes. 
Q. Did you have anything to do with the dungeons ? 
.A. Yes ; I have had some little. 
Q. Did you ever see a man that had one of these grigs in 

his mouth put in the dungeon? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. Your business does not bring you in connection with 

that, I suppose, so that you would know anything about it'? 
A. Sometimes my duties call me to the dungeon ; not 

very often. 
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By Senator Plummer-

Q. There are several sizes of those gags, are there not? 
A. I have seen two sizes. 
Q. I suppose you made a selection? 
A. No, sir; the first one I used belonging to the institu

tion was one that I picked out by mere chance ; the next 
one, I believe, was the largest one that I ever saw there. 

Q. You arranged it to suit your convenience? 
A. I arranged it in the way I bad seen it placed upon the 

prisoners-placed in the mouth and buckled tight. 

Daniel Loder, a witness appearing before the Joint Com· 
mittee on behalf of the State Prison keeper, being duly 
sworn, testifies as follows : · 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name? 
A. Daniel Loder. 
Q. Trenton? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you connected with the New Jersey State Prison 

in any way? 
.IJ. No, sir. 
Q. Have you read the resolution under which this com

mittee is acting? 
A. I have heard it read. 
Q. Do you know anything about the punishment of 

prisoners there ? 
A. I know nothing of the punishment ; I know some-

thing of the implements. 
Q. What do you know about the implements? 
A. I have tried 'em. 
Q. Where? 

.11. In the prison. 
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Q. What implements did you try there 't 
A. I have tried what they called the stretcher. 
Q. Were you stretched up there '? 
A. l was. 
Q. By whom? 
A. Once by Mr. McGuire and once by Perry. 
Q. At whose request did you go there? 
A. My own, sir. 
Q. To whom did you make application 't 
.ti.. To Mr. McGuire. 
Q. You went there to try it as an experiment'? 
.H. Just as an experiment? 
Q. At the request of no one 'l 
A. At the request of no one. 
Q. What did you think of that as a test and a degree of 

punishment 't 

A. I didn't consider it a severe punishment, nor a pleasant 
one. 

Q. For what length of time did you try it ? 
A. Under Mr. McGuire I was ten minutes resting on my 

feet, and some ~five or six minutes on my toes ; under Mr. 
Perry I was stretched up as far as he could pull me up, and 
my heels was four or five inches from the :floor. 

Q. Were both experiments made at the same time'? 
A. No, sir; I tried it under Mr. McGuire on Thursday, 

and under Perry on Friday. 
Q. In the experiment with Mr. McGuire, were the feet 

raised off the :floor? 
· .ti.. The first ten minutes my feet were solid on the :floor; 
the second, they were raised off the floor. 

Q. The second was the next day? 
A. No, sir; I am speaking of McGuire; the first ten min

utes my feet were solid on the :floor; the next, he pulled 
me up as far as he could ; it is a physical impossibility for 
a man to pull another man off the floor entirely. 
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Q. Were the entire feet on the floor after the first ten 

minutes? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You didn't grapple the chain with your hand, did 

you? 
A. I couldn't reach it, sir, except sometimes with one 

finger, and sometimes with another; my arms were stretched 

to the fullest extent. 
Q. Is there any difficulty about reaching the chain? 
A. There is a difficulty about it; I don't see how it is 

possible for a man to reach the chain with his feet resting 
on the floor. 

Q. I am talking about the time when you were resting on 
the flat of your feet? 

A. I didn't try it at all ; it was impossible, the way Mr. 
McGuire bad me handcuffed ; the chain was fastened to the 
back of my wrists. 

A. And not between them? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. By having the handcuffs on the back of your wrists, 

it brought your hands in that way. 
A. Yes, sir; [illustrating with his hands.] 
Q. You tried that for ten minutes? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then you were let down 't 
.fl. No, sir; I was pulled up higher. 
Q. How long did you tr,y that experiment 'l 
A. Ten minutes, Mr. McGuire said; I had no watch with 

me. 
Q. Did you find much difference in the punishment at 

that time? 

A. I found not much difference on the wrist, sir; there 
was more pain in the toe. 

Q. Did you find any difficulty anywhere else but in the 
toe'? 

A. No, sir. 

49 
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Q. \Vere yon raised on the balls of your feet or on your 
toeR '? 

A. No, sir; on the toes. 
Q. Couldn't he raise you any higher? 
A. He couldn't, sir. 
Q. Could you have endured it any longer'! 
A. I could, sir. 
Q. You felt no bad effects from it? 
A. None at all, sir; I had on my overcoat at the time. 
Q. The next day you went there again'! 
A. The next day I went there again. 
Q. What was the experiment then? 
A. The experiment then was pulling me up on rny toes; 

that was all the experiment, and I remained in that condi
tion until Mr. Perry and the other gentlemen got tired look
ing at me. 

Q. How long was that? 
A. Fifteen minutes. 
Q. Were you handcuffed in the same way? 
A. No, sir; they were on properly at that time. 
Q. Did you try taking hold of the chain then ? 
A. I tried to reach as high as possible ; I could grasp the 

rim of the lock with my fingers, one finger at a time, rest
ing one wrist at a time, and then another, resting the other 
wrist. 

Q. Did you not try grasping your hands around it? 
A. I couldn't reach it, sir; I had a chain around my legs. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Do you mean to say that a man cannot pull his weight 
up by means of that wheel? 

A. I mean to say that a man can't pull me up through 
the jJUlleys ; he can't pull me off my feet at all; he could 
by jerks, I presume, catching a link at a time, but he can't 
~y~h&w~ . 
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By the Chairman-

Q. Were the effects of your second experiment anywise 
different from tbe effects of the first? 

A. I found it a little more tiresome, and much more pain-
ful on the wrist and on the toes. 

Q. Did you have your boots on? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you dressed as you are now ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you feel any pain from your handcuffs~ 
.IJ. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was that the only pain that you experienced"? 
A. Yes, sir; except about the toes; it was very painful 

on the toes, and painful on this bone of the wrists, [indicat
ing.] 

Q. Did you experience any effects from it in your head 
at all? 

A. None at all, sir. 
Q. Nor in your body? 
A. None at all, sir. 
Q. How long do you think you could have endured that? 
A. Oh, I couldn't tell, sir, at all. 
Q. Ten minutes longer? 
A. Yes, sir; I think there would be no trouble about 

that. 
Q. Could you have stood it thirty minutes longer? 
A. I could stand it for half an hour without complaint, I 

think. 
Q. From your experience in that experiment, standing 

flat on your feet, do you think you could have endured that 
for three hours without severe pain? 

A. I should think it would be very painful, sir. 
Q. From your experiments did you discover that the ex

tent of the pain depends upon the height to which a _man 
is raised? 
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A. Of course, sir; the weight of the body resting entirely 
on the wrist. 

Q. If a man was raised entirely off his feet it would be 
very painful'? 

A. Yes, sir; terribly painful 

Q. The degree of pain depends entirely upon the height 
to which a man is raised? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you not think that it. is a dangerous mode of 

punishment? 
A. I can :t see where any danger comes from. it at all 
Q. You tried it enough in ten m~nutes to know that if a 

man was raised up on his toes in that way for forty or fifty 
minutes it would be pretty severe 'l 

A. It would be severe, yes, sir. 
Q. So that if a keeper was disposed to punish a man he 

could punish him very severely in that way, could he not? 
A. Yes, sir ; he could. 
Q. So far as you have tried it as an experiment, would 

you consider it a mode of punishment that required. a very 
great deal of guarding? 

.A., I would suppose that a person so disposed could make 
it painful by repeated jerks on those links. 

Q. Was it on account of your height that he couldn't 
raise you any higher, or was it because there was not pur
chase enough to raise you off your feet? 

A. I don't think that a man of 200 pounds weight could 

pull a man of 180 pounds off his feet by his mere weight, 
unless he used some unusual means to do it. 

Q. Was there not purchase in those two wheels to raise a 
man of 200 pounds off bis feet? 

A. That is my experience. 
Q. If there was a double set of blocks there would be 

more purchase ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It would make no difference whether it was a short 
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man or a tall man; it is the weight entirely, and not the 
purchase 't 

A. Oh, it is the weight. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Did I understand you to say that you were in that 
position ten minutes with your heels over four inches from 
the floor? 

A. Yes, sir ; I was :fifteen. 
Q. Did you suffer much during those fifteen minutes? 
A. Not very much; no, sir. 
Q. Could you have endured it longer? 
.fl. Yes, sir. 
Q. Ten minutes longer? 
A. Yes, sir; :fifteen. 
Q. Was it very painful upon your wrists'! 
A. Yes, sir; it was painful ; I have had them pam me 

much more. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Did you have any support for your feet'! 
A. No, sir ; none at all. 
Q. Except from your toe 
A.. Except from my toe; I had my toes on the floor. 
Q During that fifteen minutes that you were up, did you 

:find that your feet sagged down under you at all'! 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did they try any measurement during the time you 

were put up there'? 
A. Yes, sir; the last three or four minutes I was up 

there they brought a person up from the new wing they 
were building to see me, and they measured my heel from 
the floor at the time that he was there. 

Q. That was four or five minutes before you were let 
down? 

A. I presume two or three minutes before I was let down. 
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Sila8 Robin8on, a witness heretofore sworn, being re
called, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Kingman-

Q. Do you remember the morning on which Mr. Snook 
was found dead in his cell? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were your duties at that time? in the same 

hall? 
A. No, sir; they were in the shop. 
Q. vVere yon passing there that morning ? 
A. I was passing the hall; yes, sir. 
Q. Did Mr. Perry call to you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did yon go to the cell door at Mr. Perry's call? 
A. 1 did; yes, sir. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Snook tied up. 
A. He was in there; yes, sir. 
Q. At that time? 
A. He was. 
Q. State to the committee if you saw his feet at that 

time, and what was their position? 
A. His feet were on the floor. 
Q. Were his heels dowi1 or was he standing on the balls 

of his feet? 
A. Well, his heels might have been tar enough from the 

floor-you migat perhaps squeeze the ends of yonr fingers 
between them and the floor. 

Q. Will yon stand, if yon please, in the position in which 
you saw him as nearly yon can [witness illustrates the posi
tion J so that the balls of his feet were flat •m the floor with 
the heels slightly raised? 

A. I think you might have squeezed your fingers under 
his heels; not more. 

Q. Were his knees straight or bent? 
A. Bent forward? 
Q. What did Perry call you for i 
A. To see the condition of the man. 
Q. Did you assist him in taking the man down ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. He says in his testimony he called a keeper to assist 
in taking him down ; were you that man ~ 

A. I was; yes, sir. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. Was he· facing you or with his back to you when you 
went in there? 

A. He was standing kind o' side to me when I went in. 
Q. Was it dark in that cell? 
A. Not very; no, sir; there is no light in the cell, but 

the door was opened ; light from below shone in it. 
Q. Was it daylight, or was it lit by gaslight in the 

prison? 
A. Light in the hall; it was about daylight. 
Q. How near to that dungeon was that light in the hall ? 
A. Well, it was just below; I couldn't say. 
Q. How near would you say ? 
A. Well, it was down below; it couldn't be more than 

five or six steps from the hall down to it. 
·Q. When you \vent in there you say he was sidewise to 

you? 
A. Standing kind o' sideways to me; yes, sir. 
Q. What do you mean by that "standing kind of side

ways"? 
A. Rather in a quartering position, you might term it; 

not fair sideways, and not back to me ; rather quartering. 
Q. What did Mr. Perry call you there to do? 
A. To see the condition of the man. 
Q. And you walked around him? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And, after you walked ~round him, you assisted Mr. 

Perry? 
A. I assisted Mr. Perry. 
Q. In what way did you assist him? 
A. I took hold of the chain aud let the man down. 
Q. lJid it require two of you to take hold of the chain in 

order to let the man down ? 
A. I suppose one man could have done it; but I took 

hold of it with him. 
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Q. You say you walked aronnd him ; what caused you 
to look at his feet ? 

A. Well, to see the condition that he was in. 
Q. Why did you want to observe him so closely in order 

to determine that you could only put your fingers under 
the heel of his boot ? 

A. Well, I looked at the man to see his condition; to 
see how he was. 

Q. What caused you to make that examination ~ 
A. Well, I looked at the man fr0m his head to his feet 

to see the condition of him, and from observation I think 
he looked about that way ; I had nothing more than to see 
how the man was; to see in what position he was when I 
went there. 

Q. Then you examined to see what position he was in, 
not what condition he was in ; did you examine to see 
whether he was dead ? 

A. Well, I looked at the man to see. 
Q. What conclusion did you come to from looking at 

him? 
A. Well, I couldn't tell. 
Q. What were you called there for? 
A. To see the condition of the man-to see how he was. 
Q. Weather he was dead or alive? 
A. Well, to see how he was ; I was there when he was 

put up. 
Q. What conclusion did you come to, whether he was 

dead or alive? 
A. Well, I came to the conclusion there was something 

the matter with the man; I couldn't tell what. 
Q. What led you to examine how far his heels were 

from the floor ? 
A. Well, I looked at the man-looked all around him, 

from head to foot, and I thought there was something the 
matter with him. 

Q. What did Mr. Perry say to you? 
A. Well, Mr. Perry asked me what I thought of him 

or something to that effect ; I couldn't tell just the words 
that he did use. 
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Q. What did you tell him? 
A. I told him I didn't know-" he acts kind o' funny." 
Q. Couldn't you tell whether he was dead or alive? 
A. I thought the man was either dead or in a fit, or 

something ; I couldn't tell what. 
Q. Either dead or something else? 
A. Of course, he wasn't in good health-didn't seem to 

be; I thought maybe he might be shamming; I couldn't 
tell. 

Q. How long did it take you to come to a conclusion? 
A. Not long. 
Q. When did you come to any conclusion? 

A. I suppose it was half a minute, perhaps a minute ; 
not over a minute. 

Q. Before you let him down did you come to that 
conclusion ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In your examination did Mr. Perry examine him 

when you did? 
A. Mr. Perry was there; yes, sir. 
Q. Which of you came to the conclusion first? 
A. I think Mr. Perry asked me what I thought, and I 

told him I didn't know what to think of him; and he said, 
" We had better take him down, hadn't we ?" aud I said, 
"I think so;" I think that was the conversation passed 
between us. 

Q. When you took him down, what did you do then ?" 
A. Came out, shut the door, and came down. 
Q. Where did you go then? 
A. I went to the hall-to one of the halls. 
Q. Did you go back there again ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Then you had come to the conclusion after you had 

let the man down that he was dead, had you, or had you 
not come to any conclusion at all about it? 

A. I didn't form no conclusion that the man was dead ; 
I thought he was dead, or he bad a fit or something ; I 
couldn't tell what-whether life was extinct or not. 

50 



Q, Did you ever see a man have a fit? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he act anything like a man in a fit? 
A. Well, he was perfectly quiet ; I have seen men lie 

perfectly quiet in a fit that way, and sometimes bouncing 
around. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. Do you think it could have been possible that this 
man's heels were raised from the floor three inches ? 

A. Well, I stated before that I couldn't more than 
squeeze the ends of my fingers under his heels. 

Q. Are you quite sure that the man was not standing on 
the floor~ 

A. His feet was on the floor. 
Q. Were the heels down on the floor? 
A. No, sir; I don't think the heels touched the floor. 
Q. You are very positive that the heels were up off the 

floor? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have sufficient light to see that they were? 
A. I couldn't see it without stooping down ; the man, 

when he stood that way with his knees bowed forwards, I 
think I could have just squeezed the ends of my fingers 
under his heels. 

Q. You are positjve that the man's heels were clear of 
the floor~ 

A. In the manner in which I have stated, they were. 
Q. Could you see distinctly and positively that the heels 

were clear of the floor? 
A. They didn't touch the floor. 
Q. Did you have a light with you? 
A. The light shone in. 
Q. There is a trap door in this " 66," isn't there-or a 

window to let in the light? 
A. I believe there is a window in the cell; yes, sir. 
Q. Was that window up or down? 
A. I didn't notice the window; I couldn't say. 
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Q. Could you see the man distinctly in every respect? 
you could see that he was a mar;t, whether alive or dead. 

A. I could see him very plain. 
Q. You say there is no trap-door there? 
A. I don't know about that. 
Q. And the only light you could see by was from the 

hall? 
A. It was about getting daylight. 
Q. The only light there was to see by was that which 

shone in from the hall ? 
A. Yes sir, 
Q. And this was up on the second story, on the 

platform? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you could see very distinctly that there was a 

man there, and you could tell to an inch or half an inch 
how far his heels were from the f\oor ? 

A. I could by observing closely; I could by stooping 
down. 

Q. You had no light, and the trap-door was down ? 
A. I don't know about the trap-door; I didn't say it was 

down; I don't remember about that. 
Q. At what time was it that this occurred ? 
A. It was somewhere between half-past six and seven 

o'clock ; I couldn't tell the exact time. 
Q. In what month did it occur? 
A. In December, I think? 
Q. Would it not be with some difficulty that you could 

see so plainly at that time of year, on the 27th or 28th of 
December, with no light in the dungeon except what came 
from the hall below ? your sight must evidently have been 
very clear? 

A. My sight is as good as ordinary; I never had it fail 
me yet. 

Q. You were not sure whether this man was alive or 
dead? 

A. No, sir; I couldn't say; the man showed no signs of 
life? 
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Q. Then yon assisted in loosing the chain and letting 
him down? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How was it that it required two men to let him 

down, when his heels were only an inch from the floor? 
A. I suppose one man could have done it, but I took a 

hold, and gave my assistance. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. Yon say you assisted in putting him up? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you have a light in the cell then? 
A. No. sir. 
Q. Could you see how far his feet were from the floor 

then? 
A. We didn't raise him from the floor at all? 
Q. Did you raise his heels from the floor? 
A. They were about the same distance from the floor. 
Q. Did you go with Snook and Perry to the cell? 
A. No, sir; Mr. Perry stepped out in the hall and I went 

to him, not more than a minute or two. 
Q. Did Mr. Perry call you to assist him in putting this 

man up? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q .. And you did assist him? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What conversation, if any, took place between Snook 

and Perry during the time that he was putting him up? 
A. I don't know that he said any more than vowing like 

-muttering. 
Q. Did he complain that he was put up too high? 
A. I don't think he said a word about being put up too 

high. 
Q. What time in the morning was this? 
A. It was somewhere between half-past six and seven; 

I couldn't tell the exact time. 
Q. Had Mr. Perry been in the prison all night, or had 

he come there that morning? 
A. I think he came there that morning 1 
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Q. What was bis condition, sober? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was he in a good humor, or bad humor? 
A. Good humor. 
Q. He didn't show any anger ? 
A. None at all. 
Q. Did you hear Snook ask Perry if he was going to kill 

him, or wanted to kill him ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How long were you in the cell ? 
A. I came right out. 
Q. How long were you out before you were called 

back? 
A. I couldn't hav~ been out more than :five or six min

utes-not over eight minutes at the furthest. 
Q. It was not over eight minutes from the time he was 

put there until Perry called yon to take him down ? 
A. I don't think it could be. 
Q. When Perry called you back what did he say to you ? 
.A. He spoke to me-met me at the foot of the stairs and 

called to me, and said he would like for me to come up and 
see the condition of that man ; that there was something 
the matter with him. 

Q. Did Perry seem to b.e uneasy? Did he think the 
man was dead or going to die ? 

A. He seemed to think there was something unusual 
with the man. 

Q. Did he tell you he thought he was dead? 
A. I don't remember precisely what the remarks were; 

he said he wanted me to come up and see him; there was 
something the matter with him, or something to that effect. 

Q. What was the position of Snook's head-upright or 
hanging down. · 

A. Standing up straight. 
Q. Was his head straight up ? 
A. It might have been hanging a little forward ; I didn't 

hardly think he was dead; Perry told me to come up and 
see the condition of the man. 

• 
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Q. Did you walk around and examine how far the man's 
feet were from the floor ? 

A. I didn't lose no time in doing it. 
Q. About what time did you occupy in doing it? 
A. About half a minute, not over a minute; Perry asked 

me what I thought of him; I told him I didn't know 
what to think; he said, "We had better take him down;" 
I told him I thought we had. 

Q. What did you do with him then? 
A. Left him on the floor. 
Q. Have you known Mr. Perry long? 
A. I have known Mr. Perry since the 11th of May, 

1874. 
Q. What sort of temper has he got .? 
A. A very even disposition man, I think. 
Q. Have you ever seen him punish prisoners before? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he punish this man Snook more severely than 

others? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't hear Snook say anything to him? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Nor he to Snook ? 
A. No, sir; I don't remember of hearing him say a 

word ; he kept up a grumbling-muttering and grumbling 
some. 

Q. When Snook was put up, did he have Hold of that 
chain with his hands? 

A. Yes, sir, he had a hold of the chain. 
Q. When you were called the.re and found him dead did 

he still have hold of that chain with his hands? 
A. I think he had not; he had a hold of the chain. when 

Mr .. Perry put him up, and Mr. Perry spoke to him and 
says "Let go of the chain," and he let go. 

Q. When he let go and swung himself to his full length 
his heels were a little off the floor, were they not? 

A. He didn't let himself down, he stood in a kind of 
drawed up condition. 

Q. He couldn't stand in that "drawed up condition" 
after he was dead ? 
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A. His arms bore on the handcuff and his knees were 
bowed forward. 

Q. Did his face look natural ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was his tongue out? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. He looked altogether like a living man? 
A. Well, he was warm, and I couldn't tell whether he 

was dead or alive; I couldn't tell sure whether he breathed 
or not; we examined him somewhat, but it is a very hard 
matter to tell. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Is that a usual time of day to punish prisoners-so 
early in the morning. 

A. They are punished at that time; yes, sir. 
Q. Was he punished on that occasion for being unruly 

during the night, or something of that nature ? 
A. Something of that nature, I believe ; yes, sir ; judg

ing from the work I had to do in the shop I think he 
didn't hang there over five minutes; I don't think it could 
have taken me longer. 

Q. Do you know whether Perry had been at the cell 
before that time or not, after Snook was put up ? 

A. Mr. Perry told me he had. 
Q. What did he tell you his condition was then ? 
A. He didn't say; he was ·all right. 
Q. Wh~re was Perry when he called you to see the con

dition of the prisoner ? 
A. Coming down ; when he called me to put him up, or 

to .take him down t 
Q. Taking him down. 
A. Right coming down the steps, at the hall door ; I met 

him as I was coming in. 
Q. How far was he from the cell door when he found 

you? 
A. Ten or twelve steps, I suppose. 
Q. While he was coming for you he could have. taken 

the man down, couldn't he ? 
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A. I don't know whether he could alone ; Snook was a 
heavy man. 

Q. Doe~ he generally require assistance to take a man 
down~ 

A. If he calls he has a man to help him. 
Q. Does he usually call? 
A. That is according to how the man behaves ; if a man 

is submissive he does not; Snook pulled down on the chain 
and Mr. Perry couldn't help him up ; he was a big, heavy 
man. 

Q. Why did you not walk around that man to see how 
high his heels were off the floor ? 

A. Well, to see what I thought of the man, to see 
whether I thought he was shamming, or whether it was 
reality in the man. 

Q. What did you tell Mr. Perry-that you thought he 
was shamming ? 

A. I told him I didn't know. 
Q. Looking at him as coolly as you did, I should think 

you could tell whether he was dead or alive ? 
.A.. It is pretty hard work to tell whether a man is dead 

or alive. 
Q. Did Perry tell you that he wanted you to look at the 

man's condition in order to testify afterwards as to how the 
man was? · 

A. No, sir, he asked me to see the condition of this 
man-what I thought of him. 

Q. What did he mean by that, to see whether he was 
dead or alive? 

A. Yes, sir, I suppose so ; to see just how he was. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. That is what made you take particular notice of him, 
in order that there might be no trouble afterwards? 

A. No, sir ; I didn't think at all about that ; it was to see 
how high his heels was-to see whether he was shamming or 
not ; I took hold of one of his feet and lifted it up ; sorn.e
times you can tell by taking hold of a man. 

Q. Did you look carefully to see how high his heels were 
when he was put up? 



A. Yes, sir ; I looked to see how the man was. 
Q. How far were they from the :floor ? 
A. Just enough to put your fingers in. 
Q. Before he let go of the chain? 
A. No, sir; after; I don't think there was much differ

ence after he let go of the ch~in. 
Q. Before you took him down or after, did you see any 

prints on his cheeks where the gag had been~ 
A. No, sir; I did not. 
Q. Do you know whether there were any marks or not? 
A. I didn't see any, nor I don't think there was aHy. 
Q. One of the witnesaes testified the other night that he 

did see the prints around the man's cheeks? 
A. Well, he seen more than I did; I didn't notice any

thing wrong in the man that morning; he didn't complain . 
Q. Do you know whether he had had his bre~kfast or 

not ? 
A. I do not. 
Q. He did not complain of being unwell ? 
A. If he did I didn't notice it. 
Q. You didn't go with Perry when he took the man 

there 1 
A. No, sir; he was in the cell when I went there. 
Q. How long was be there before you went there ~ 
A. Well, I don't know as to that; it couldn't )1ave been 

more than a minute. 
Q. You helped to pull him up? 
A. Yes, sir; he had just got the.re, I believe. 

On motion, the Committee then adjourned till Monday, 
:March 4th 1 1878, at three o'clock in the afternoon, at the 
same place. 

At which time and place the Joint Committee met pursuant 
to adjournment. 

WilUam R. Murpky, a witness heretofore swow, being 
recalled, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Kingman-
Q. Colonel, what has been the effect, if any, m your 

51 
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department, of the present excitement about punishments 
in the prison ? 

A. The contractors have become more or less concerned 
as to what is to be the effect upon them ; and ~t has no 
doubt hastened them in giving notice that when their con
tracts expired within three months that they shall cease; 
they have all given that notice, and I am trying to negotiate 
with other parties ; the one ceases the first of April, the 
other the first of May, and the other about the first of 
J.une. 

Q. Another question I intended to have asked before: 
what is the effect of good discipline in the prison upon the 
convicts employed in tlie work-shops? 

A . Very much the same as good discipline has upon any 
other class of men; it is a benefit in every respect; the 
absence of it is certainly demoralizing on any class of men; 
it is a matter of great importance to the prisoners them
selves, as one of the reformatory measures. 

Q. How, in your judgment, are the interests of the State 
affected by good discipline or otherwise? 

A. As a matter of dollars and cen~s it makes their labor 
worth more, where there is good discipline ; men who con
tract for prison labor always enquire about the discipline, 
and they estimate the value of that labor according to the 
quality of the discipline. 

Q. You consider the influence of discipline upon the 
convicts a matter of the first importance, do you not '1 

A. Of very great importance. 
Q. In this matter of discipline, from your standpoint as 

the supervisor of the prison, and thus the representative of 
the state there, do you consider that General Mott, by the 
modes of punishment he has adopted, has in any way 
exceeded his lawful authority? 

A. I do not consider that he bas, so far as I know; it may 
be a question of law. 

The Chairman-Is not that a question for the committee? 
Mr. Kingman-I put it to him as the representative of 

the state in a matter that comes under his observation to see 
if he had any facts bearing upon that question. 

The Chairman-It is a mere matter of opinion, of course. 
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Mr. Kingman-Certainly; we have had a good many 
opinions in this case, even of ignorant men ; I was asking 
the opinion of a very intelligent man. 

Witness-That question was ~sked me the other night, 
and I think I gave an answer something like this: that I 
only knew of the extent of the punishment by the effect 
that it had upon the prisoners ; that it couldn't be exces
sive ; that often the prisoners returned to the shops ·and 
repeated the offense for which they were punished. 

Q. I :find in the State Prison Report of October 31, 1877, 
signed by George M. Wright, R. F. Stockton, Samuel 
Lippincott, Theodore Horn and Henry L. Butler, this 
declaration : '' The administration of discipline by General 
Mott, though strict, is neither jnhnmane nor cruel, and is 
no more severe than is necessary to maintain good order 
among the inmates ;" do you concur in that judgment of 
those gentlemen? 

A. Yes, sir; as far as I can see, and for reasons that I 
have already given. 

Ry the Chairman-

Q. From whom did you receive notices, from Phillips 
& Co.? 

A. Yes, sir; T. & D. Phillips & Oo., William McKnjght, 
and T. P. & T. 0. Smith. 

Q. When did yon receive those notices, Colonel ? 
A. All within the last two weeks, I think-three at the 

outside. 
Q. Did they base their notices upon the existence of this 

investigation '~ 

A. I intended to have asked permission to say something 
further in answer to that first question-that it is· not 
entirely owing to this investigation ; the depression of the 
times enters into it very largely ; but they say, in addition 
to the condition of the times, if they cannot obtain from 
these men the amount of work which they have hitherto 
obtained from them and are entitled to, they can't get along. 

Q. Is it not on account of the depression of the times 
particularly, and do they not seek to make another con
tract? 
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A. They have not said so, but I am acting on the under
standing that they don't intend to leave. 

Q. Do you not take it for granted that it is on account 
<>£ the depression of the times ? 

.A. Certainly ; I believe the main element is the depres
sion of the times, and they wm say so if you call those 
gentlemen before you. 

Q. It is a part of tho cond]tions of thcfr contraet to give 
you notice, is it not ? 

. .A. Yes, sir. 
Q. For how long a time ? 
A. Three months. 

F'Pederick J. Slade, a witness appearing before the 
Joint Committee on behalf of the State Prison keeper, 
being duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by Mr. Kingman-

Q. Will you please give your full name and residen~e. 
A. Frederick J. Slade, Trenton. 
Q. What is your profession? 
A. Mechanical engineer. 
Q. It was testified here the other evening that a man 

weighing not over 150 pounds could not draw up a man 
-weighing say 180 pounds over a simple wheel, or rather 
two wheels; what, in your judgment, would be the fact in 
~uch a case? 

.A .. The rope simply passing over two wheels? 
Q. Yes. 
A. And the man raising the other by his own weight? 
Q. Yes, sir; by his own strength-at least without any 

mechanical aid. 
A. If he undertook to r.aise the weight by his own 

weight, of course he could only raise the same weight as 
his own, if he did it by pulling ; if he had nothing to press 
against he could only pull whatever his strength was, 
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Q. Does a chain passing over two wheels fastened to a 
beam increase the power of the man at either end of it~ 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Which is the greater, the friction over two wheels or 

one in such a case ? 
A. Over two. 
Q. Which is it greater by, a rope or chain ? 
A. That would depend somewhat upon circumstances ; 

but probably the friction would be greater with a chain. 
Q. Then if a man testified before this committee, whose 

weight was 180 pounds, that a man whose weight was only 
150 pounds, standing at the other end of the chain, could 
not, by possibility, raise him off his feet, you would think 
that that testimony was correct, would you not, sir? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And for the rrnsons that you have given? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then I understand you further to say that there is no 

increase of mechanical power by the use of one or two 
wheels? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Is not this simple pulley, arranged in that way, based 

upon the principle of the simple lever, with the fulcrum in 
the middle of the lever? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But there must be more weight on the one end than 

on the other, if tho arms of the lever are both of the same 
length~ 

A. Yes, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. If there were two men weighing 150 pounds each at 
one end of a chain running over two wheels, and a man 
weighing 150 pounds at the other end, could the two men 
pull him up? 

A. I think they could. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Suppose there were ten, the same result would fol 
low? 

.A Yes, sir, 
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William W. L. Phillip8, a witness her~tofore sworn, 
being recalled, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Kingman-

Q. You heard the testimony of Mr. Bellis with regard to 
the sanity of Jacob Snook, the other evening, did you nut? 

A. I did, sir ; I believe. 
Q. Did he not state that the physicians there pronounced 

him as a sane man ? 
A. I understood him to do so, sir. 
Q. 0"Gl' newspapers reported it the other way ? 
A. The stenographer's report pronounced it different, 

sir. 
Q. Did he pronounce him a sane man 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there any intimation conveyed to you np to the 

time of Iris death that he was sane 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. There were no indicatious of it brnught to your 

mind? 
A~ No, sir. 

By the Chairman-

Q. State to the committee what facts and circumstances 
nm desire to state with regard · to the death of Jacob 

· Snook ; is there anything you didn't state in your former 
evidence? 

A. No, sir; I am here to be examined by the committee 
in regard to that; I don't ·know what statement you want 
me to make. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. State to the committee what you consider to haYe 
been the cause of Snook's death ? 

A. It was shown as a result of the post mortem that he 
was suffering from the effect of chronic meningitis, with a 
large amount of ser~us effusion that had evidently been 
existing for a long time, how long nobody can tell; the 
membranes of the brain were greatly thickened, the pia 
mater was deeply congested and reddened in color; it was 
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adherent to the outer surface of the braiu; when it was 
removed it tore away some portions of the brain substance ; 
the torn parts appeared to be pinkish in color; the lining 
of the ventricles was also thickened and roughened ; on 
examining the brain carefully many vascular points were 
observed ; the choroid plexsis was thickened and engorged; 
in this condition of things, judging from his history, he 
was subject to paroxysms of maniacal outburst; and the 
result of the post mortem shows that he had this chronic 
meningitis with large effusion, and that there had been 
recently, probably within twelve or eighteen hours, a con
dition of congestion, developing acute inflammation with 
additional gerous effusion, which crowded the brain and 
produced an oppression of the medulla-oblongata, which is 
the great breathing centre, paralyzing that, and so produc
ing his death. 

Q. What, then, would you call the disease~ 
A. I would sav that he died of an attack of acute men

ingitis, engrafted upon a chronic meningitis. 
Q. In the nature of apoplexy ? 
A. It is a disease that has been called by some authors 

"serous apoplexy." 
Q. In such condition was he or not liable to die suddenly 

at any time? 
A. He was liable to die suddenly at any time if he had 

an access of acute inflammation, which be seems to have 
had in this instance. 

Q. Do persons die, in that condition of the brain, walk
ing or standing ? 

A. They may die suddenly in that condition of the 
brain, sir- quickly. 

Q. Sitting? 
A. Possibly. 
Q. Not long since a person of my acquaintance died sit

ting at his breakfast table, having just finished his break
fast, and it was pronounced a case of apoplexy ; have you 
known of such a case ? · 

A. Such cases are on record, sir. 
Q. Do you think the eating of breakfast in such a case 

would hasten death by apoplexy ? 
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A. Not particularly, sir. 
Q. In the case of Snook, in your judgment, was there 

any vital organ affected by the mode of punishment ~ 
A. Nothing of that kind, except a little hastening of the 

circulation and a little increased action of the heart. 
Q. Was there necessarily any nervous shock in that pun

ishment? 
A. I think not to the kind of man that Snook was, 

· although it would be to some people ; it would be to fine, 
delicate, nervous organizations. 

Q. In his case he had been punished, if I recollect the 
t~stimony aright, once, perhaps twice, in the same way for 
a half hour. 

A. So I learned by the testimony; that is the only knowl
edge I have of it, sir. 

Q. Well, then, there would be less likelihood of nervou~ 
shock from the punishment to him than to one who wou.ld 
be an entire stranger to it, would there not, sir? 

A. I should think so, sir. 
Q. Would this tying up affect the head in any way, 

except as you have stated? 
A. I think not, sir; except by increasing the rapidity of 

the circulation to some extent. 
Q. You have never been called as a physician to treat 

Snook? 
A. I had seen him once, when he had some bruise~ 

abou~ the eyes, but never treated him particularly; I waE? 
called to examine him the day after he was admitted to the 
prison in reference to his :fitness for work, and I decided 
that he was fit to work; I think he visited the dispensary 
on one occasion for the purpose of getting a simple dose of 
medicine, which he supposed he wanted ; he seemed to be 
rational, and seemed to know his wants ; and I suppose he 
was rational except in paroxysms. 

Q. On either of the occasions when he had been 
punished before, a half hour at each time, wer~ you called 
to see him? 

A. I had · no knowledge of his ever having been punished 
u.p.til it was developed in this testimony, sir. 

Q. You spoke of the quickening of the circulation ; if 
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he were called to go up stairs hurriedly, wouldn't that 
produce a similar quickening of the circulation? 

A. Certainly ; any muscular exercise, sir, . would quicken 
the rapidity of the circulation and the action of the heart. 

Q. Do· you know whether Snook was partly of negro 
blood? 

A. I learned that he was; I happened to learn that fact 
the night before he died; I met Dr.Van Syckel, of Clinton, 
Hunterdon county, at the residence of General Olyphant, 
and in conversation with him I learned that he was of negro 
extraction in part; and when I came to examine his body 
after death I was satisfied that his informatjon was correct. 

Q. At the time of the post mortem was there any evi
dence of violence shown upon any portion of the body? 

A. I did not see any, sir; and I believe there was no 
evidence of it. 

Q. If there had been you probably would have seen it? 
A. I believe so, sir. 
Q. You testified in your former examination that this 

punishment by tying up was a severe punishment ; upon 
what, in your judgment, does the severity of that punish
ment depend? in other words, is it not upon the height to 
which the man is strung up ? 

A. Yes, sir ; it depends upon the height to which the 
man is strung up. 

Q. If they are strung up so that the whole weight rests 
upon the wrists, that would be very severe. 

A. That would be exceedingly severe. 
Q. If they are resting only half their weight on their 

feet and half on their wrists, how would that be ? 
A. That would be severe, painful, but it would not be 

unbearable; that is according to the observations I have 
been able to make of that mode of punishment. 

Q. Have you seen the experiment tried of raising 
persons by means of the wheel in the dungeon? 

A. I have, sir. 
Q. When was that, sir? 
A. On Saturday last. 
Q. State to the committee what the result was of that 

experiment that you saw there. 
52 

" 
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A. After hearing Colonel Loder's testimony I had not 
taken that view of the matter which he gave from the fact 
that I had never thought of it, but I went into two dun
geons, taking two of the deputies with me, Mr. Reilly and 
Mr. Felix McGuire ; Mr. Reilly weighs 175 or 180 pounds, 
and I weigh 215 pounds, and I, doing my best, could not 
raise either Reilly or McGuire, and neither of them could 
raise me in either of the dungeons. 

·Q. That is to raise you ·clear from the floor? 
A. Clear from the floor. 
Q. Then you are satisfied, are you not, that Colonel 

Loder's testimony was strictly correct in that regardJ 
A. I am entirely so, sir, under the same conditions that 

he described the other night. 
Q. Have you some experience of the modes of punish

ment in other prisons ? 
A. I have seen somewhat of the modes of punishment 

in other prisons-not in application, but I have seen the 
apparatus and heard the descriptions of the mode of appli
cation. 

Q. What prisons in particular do you speak of ? 
A. Sing Sing in particular, sir. 
Q. What mode did you see there ~ 
A. The mode by the paddle-a leather paddle, with a 

handle and fiat surface-an apparatus about the length and 
nearly the size of one's hand, for paddling them on the 
buttocks, bent over, as I understand. 

Q. You didn't see that in use? 
A. No, sir ; but the deputy warden described it and 

exhibited it as a mode of punishment that was applied as 
they saw proper to apply it. 

Q. Did you see the mode of tying up prisoners there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What was that? 
A. That was by putting the feet in a sort of stocks, 

immovably, and then tying them up by the wrists and 
stretching them-stretching between the feet and the 
hands, the feet being immovable. . 

Q. Do you know whether there was any power used 
there beyond the ordinary power of a man ? 
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A. I do not know that. 
Q. Whether there was power by pulleys~ 
A. I do not know that. 
Q. You didn't observe that~ 
A. No, sir ; of course that punishment might be made 

light or severe, just as they choose. 
Q. You made a report as physician, dated October 31st, 

1877, did you not ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. In that you expressed your views as to the manner of 

feeding, clothing and discipline under the present keeper ? 
A. I believe I did; yes, sir. 
Q. You say in that that " they are well fed, well clothed, 

and well disciplined;" is that your view of the treatment 
under General Mott ? 

A. I meant just what I said, sir. 
Q. And with regard to the discipline, had you any reser

vation whatever? 
A. None whatever, sir.' 
Q. Had you with regard to the other matters you have 

mentioned? 
A. None whatever, sir. 

By the Chairman-
Q. You were never called to attend Snook while he was 

in the prison ? 
A. I have seen him on either two or three occasions; on 

one occasion, probably the day after his entrance to the 
prison, when I was asked to see him with reference to his 
fitness for work; seeing nothing amiss with him, I decided 
that he was fit for work. 

Q. Do you ·know whether he went to work? 
A. Within a few days; I don't know whether he did at 

once ; 1 think a day or two after that ; he was in a cell 
with two others with him, and he got up a little row, and 
they had a fight, and he had black eyes as the result; I 
saw him with reference to that once ; on another occasion 
he came up to the dispensary, asking for some simple doses 
of medicine ; those are the only occasions on which I saw 
him or had any knowledg,e of him until after his death. 
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Q. Then on none of these occasions did you consider 
that he was an unfit man to go to work? 

A. I did not ; I never did nntil I learned the facts subse
quent to his death. 

Q. What would be the effect upon that man of st.ringing 
him up? 

A. It would hurry the circulation somewhat. 
Q. Would not stretching up hasten that man's death ? 
A. It mjght have a ver.Y slight contributing influence in 

that direction ; of course, no man can estimate it exactly ; 
in m.Y judgment it may have had a slight influence. 

Q. W onld the number of times when he was punished 
in that way make a difference? 

A. Possibly that might. 
Q. Don't yon think it might ? 
A. I say possibly it might. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. One matter I omitted to speak of; on the morning 
of the death of Snook yon were called to the cell before 
the county physician w~s notified, and you have so testi
fied? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You notified the county physician yourself? 
A. I left word at his house to meet me at the prison at 

twelve o'clock; in cases of sudden death I know that he 
always had to make a post mortem, and, of course, I 
wanted the same thing done; he was not at home, and I 
left word at his house; he met me at twelve o'clock, 
according to the word that I left at his office. 

Q. The law makes it the duty of the county physician to 
take charge of such cases, does it not? 

A. I believe it does, sir; that is my understanding of 
the law. 

Q. And on that day Dr. Mackenzie did take charge of 
that body, did he not? 

A. He did, sir. 
Q. Did he make all the inq niry that he chose, that you 

know of~ 
A. So far as I know he did, sir. 
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Q. Was he prevented in any way from doing it? 
A. I Lave no knowledge that he was, sir; I was ready to 

give him all the information, and did give him all the infor
mation that I had up to that time. 

Q. There was no concealment of anything from him, 
then? 

A. No, sir; not that I am aware of. 
Q. His duty is defined in section second of the act of 

1876, page 379 : "It shall be the duty of said county phy
sician, in all cases of death in the prison, and all violent, 
sudden or casual deaths in the county, to take a view of tqe 
body, and make all proper inquiry respecting the cause and 
manner of the death, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
an inquest should be held;" I understand you to say that 
he did take charge of that body and make such inquiry as 
in his j ndgmen t was necessary and proper ? 

A. He did, sir, so far as I understand it; he has always 
been in the habit of taking charge of the bodies of all the 
men that have died there-taking charge at the post mor
tem examination and making all inquiries that he thought 
proper; I never met him at the prison in reference to cases 
of death except the cases of sudden death. 

Q. Do you remember General Mott's inquiry of him 
when he came down, whether he would have an inquest or 
not? 

A. I do, sir, 
Q. And what was his reply'? 
A. He didn't deem any necessary ; he might bury him. 
Q. General Mott did not attend the post mortem, I sup-

pose? 
A. No, sir; he usually does not attend post mortems. 
Q. Do you understand from this law that coroners have 

any right to bold inquests except upon being called upon 
by the county physician? 

.A. I understand that they have not sir, both by that 
law and the opinion of the Attorney General. 

· · Q. The duty imposed is not t6 notify the coroner? 
.A. The dut.Y is to notify the county p!iysician. 
Q. What did you mean to convey to the county physi

cian when you told him that Snook had been punished; 
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did you ·mean to convey to him the idea that he had 
recently been punished ? 

A. I did, sir ; and that was the fact that I meant to con
vey, that he died just after undergoing punishment; that 
is the idea I meant to convey to him. 

Q. Did you mean to convey the idea that he died in the 
stretcher? 

A. No, sir; I did not know that he had. 
Q. You had not been informed of that? 
A. I had not, sir. 
Q. You had not · been informed, when you called the 

county physician, that he had been punished that morning 
at all? 

A. Yes ; I understood that he had been . punished that 
morning, and that he had died after being punished. 

Q. Who told you that? 
A. I believe Mr. Perry told me that. 
Q. How soon after that did you learn that he had died in 

the stretcher ? 
A. When Mr. Perry gave his testimony here. 
Q. Not before that, eh? if you had known at that time 

that he had died in the stretcher, would you have informed 
the county physician and had an inquest held? 

A. I would have informed the county physician, most 
certainly; there is a certain amount of honor that should 
exist among physicians. 

Cornelius Shepherd, a witness heretofore sworn before 
the Joint Committee, being recalled, testified as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Kingman-

Q. Have you visited the prison and seen some experi
ments there in the use of this instrument that they call 
the stretcher ? 

A. I did, sir. ,. 
Q. State to the committee what the results were. 
A. Last Saturday week I saw two gentlemen-Mr. Rose, 

I think, and Mr. Perry-put into what they call the 
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fifteen minutes ; we noticed their pulse before being put 
in and noticed the respirations at the time they were in, and 
the pulse after they were relieved ; the pulse was increased 
somewhat before the handcuffs were put on-merely from 
the excitement, I presume, of coming into the cells for that 
purpose; it was increased during the fifteen minutes that 
they were in that punishment, I think, from twenty-two to 
twenty-five beats; the respiration was free and easy; they 
could take a full inspiration during the punishment, and 
when relieved from it, according to the account of Dr. Mc
Kenzie, the respiration was about normal. 

Q. How were they drawn up, Doctor, by the wrists? 
A. They were drawn up by the wrists, remaining on the 

balls of their feet. 
Q. Were they drawn well up so as to clear the heels 

from the floor ? 
A. Mr. Perry was drawn up so that his heels were not 

within three inches of the floor, by measurement. 
Q. Then the increase in the respiration was very slight 

in his case. 
A. The increase was from twenty-three to twenty-five 

beats in fifteen minutes. 
Q. There was no difficulty in breathing ? 
A. No, sir ; I had reference to the pulse ; the increase in 

respiration was very little. 
Q. You mean by that that the pulse increased from 

twenty-two to twenty-five beats above its natural state? 
A. Above that at which it was at the time they were 

placed in the punishment. 
Q. Did you see any other effect by it-anything like 

exhaustion ? 
A. Not in their cases ; no, sir. 
Q. Anything like as if they had been undergoing "tor

ture," as Dr. Ribble and Dr. Warman expressed it ? 
A. They neither of them complained of it. 
Q. There is ~o doubt that if they had been drawn up so 

as to clear their feet from the floor it would have been tor
ture? 

.A. Very severe. 
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Q. From your knowledge thus obtained would you sup
pose that placing Snook in the same position in which he 
waR placed, and drawing him up in the way that Perry was 
drawn up, as you describe it, would affect injuriously any 
~~mgm? • · 

A. Not if the man was perfectly sound. 
Q. In the condition which his brain was found to be, 

what would you judge would be the effect of it ? 
A. That it would increase the congestion and conse

quently the pressure. 
Q. You heard or saw Dr. Mackenzie's account of the 

post mortem and the conditions he found. 
A. I have seen it ; yes, sir. 
Q. You have heard it read here, have you not? 
A. No, sir ; I haven't heard it read here ; I have seen 

the testimony. 
Q. If Mr. Snook had been punished a week before with

out producing any visible effects, would you say that that 
punishment had anything to do with his death on the day 
he died? 

A. The punishment ? 
Q. The previous punishment. 
A. I should think not. 
Q. Is there anything to indicate in any of the testimony 

of the doctors upon that subject that the previous punish
ment had anything to do with his death? 

A. Not that I am aware of. 
Q. Dr. McKenzie says [reading from testimony J : "I 

opened his head and found an effusion in the ventricles, a 
thickening of the membranes with congestion of the brain; 
all these taken together were sufficient cause for his death ~" 
do you or not agree with .Dr. McKenzie in that opinion, 
that that was the cause of his death, and not any hurt? 

A. He doesn't state exactly the amount of the effusion, 
although I think the doctor, from the amount of the inflam
mation and thickening of the membranes an_d congestion of 
the membranes, was justified in coming to that conclusion. 

Q. He added [reading further], "He must have had · 
meningitis, inflammation of the membranes of the brain, 
and it was utterly impossible to determine what caused it;" 
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in your judgment, from what you have heard, do you con
cur in that opinion, that it was impossible to determine 
·what caused it? 

A. I ,presume he means from the ev i<lence he ha<l then. 
Q. Yes, sir; you concur in that ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By the Ohairman -

Q. From your experiment there do y~u think that if this 
man had this disease, and was stretched up higher than any 
0ne you ever stretehed up, that that would have the effect 
of producing his sudden death ? 

A. What effect have you reference to? 
Q. For instance, if he was strung up so that he only . 

rested on his toes, do you think that that would have hast
ened this disease and caused his death ? 

A. I think it would, sir. 
Q. Don't you think, therefore, that the severity of that 

punishment depends 'entirely upon how it is used ( 
A. Altogether. 
Q. Don't you think it can be used very severely ? 
A. It can be very severe, no doubt, sir. 
Q. If a man died in that stretcher, would he become 

any longer after death than he was when alive? 
A. Well, there might be a very srnall amount of length-

ening? 
Q. Is not a man longer? 
A. Slightly. 
Q. How much? 
A. I don't know that I can state positively; not over 

half an inch. 
Q. Did yon ever measure a man under such circum-

stances ? 
A. I don't think I have. 
Q. Is it not laid down in the books~ 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. Is it not an inch, doctor? 
A. I can't say, sir; I do not remember having seen it, or 

if I have it has escaped my memory. 
Q. That haE> not been called to your attention ~ 

53 
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A. I ~nay ha\'e seen it; but I have no recollection of the 
exact amount that a man lengthens after death. 

Q. Yon know that he does somewhat? 
A. Everything becomes relaxed, of course; but the 

exact amount I can't say. 

By Senator Plnmrner-

Q. _Did you think that these gentlemen that yon saw 
stretched up there seemed to Le undergoing any punish
ment at all? 

A. Undoubtedly ; yes, sir. 
Q. Suppose that that stretching up had been repeated 

on those gentlemen, do yon think that that would have 
made very much punishment ? 

A. Do you mean repeated immediately t 
Q. Well, in a half-hour or so; do you think that that 

wonld make it very severe punishment? 
A. Not in the way they were first put up; half an hour 

or an hour would have given snfiicient time to overcome 
all the pain they suffered the first time. · 

Q. Yon judge that if they were stretched up higher it 
would be a .severe punishment ? 

A. Very painful, indeed, sir. 

Williani Elnier, Jr., a witness heretofore sworn Lefore 
the Joint Committee, being recalled, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Kingman-

Q. Were yon present at the prison on the day that Dr. 
Shepherd speaks of when he saw two men tied up by the 
wrists? 

A. I wasn't here when he testified, and don't know the 
day he referred to. 

Q. Yon did not hear his testimony ? 
A. · No, sir; General Mott and Dr. Phillips were 

present; Dr. Shepherd was present, and two men were 
stretche<;l up; their names were Perry and Rose. 

Q. What did you notice as the effeet of putting them 
up? 
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A. In each the condition of the pulse was increased in 
fifteen minutes about twenty beats; we tested their respira
tion, and so on, in order to see the effect that stretching 
would produce; the result was an accelerati<Jn of pulse of 
about twenty beats, or, in other words, the beginning of 
what would result in exhaustion, it weakened them. 

Q. How far would a man have to run in order to increase 
his pnlse to that extent? 

A. I don't know, sir. 
Q. How many minutes will it take a rnnn to increase his 

pulsation to that extent by running? 
A. V cry few; it would depend upon the speed, of course. 
Q. If he ran at his utmost speed, wonld he not obtain 

the same acceleration of pulse iu a minute? 
A. I don't know, sii·. 
Q. What is your j udgmcnt '? 

A. His greatest rate of speed, do you mean ? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. I presnme he would; I never timed it; I couldn't 

give any more comparative answer than that. 
Q. It was similar to any violent exercise of that kind, in 

its effect on his pulse? 
A. Not the same ; the effect in viol<rnt running would 

be to increase the volume of the beat, its strength and ful
ness, which is not the case in stretching up. 

Q. Then it would be less violent in this ease than in the 
case of rnnning? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How were the rtspirations ~ 
A. I cl idn't time the respirations myself; they were 

timed by Dr. Mcl{enzie; I have forgotten what my memo
randa were; perhaps Dr. Shepherd can give you that; I 
don't know that there was much attention; I think it was 
not much influenced. 

Q. Did you notice any difficulty in breathing when they 
were taken down? 

A. No special difficulty. 
Q. And those were all the effects you noticed, were 

they, sir '{ 
~· ~ qiqn't see very rnnch qifference in their comple~ion; 
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perhaps a little more pa1eness; but still it was a white
washed cell, and an afte.rnoon light; I didn't notice very 
much difference in their complexion ; I didn't notice any 
special difference, except that they spoke of a feeling of 
muscular pain, especially in the ankles, calves of the legs, 
shoulders and arms. 

Q. They were not raised off the balls of their feet? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. The heels were up? 
A. Yes, sir; one of them three inches. 
Q. So as to rest only a small portion of their weight on 

their feet? 
A. Yes, sir. 

· Q. What proportion, probably? 
A. I presume most of their weight was npon the hand

cuffs. 
Q. Then :yonr judgment wonld be that ,~.rhen men are 

suspended so they rest fairly upon the balls of their feet, 
with the heels raised two or three inches, that the principle 
portions of the weight wonld be on the handcuff? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It is in evidence that th is man had been twice pnn

jshed by being tied up in this way for twenty or thirty 
minutes at each time, and that the iast occasion was several 
days, certainly, before the day on which he died; do yon 
suppose that that previous punishment could have had any 
effect upon him on the moming of the day he died? 

A. I don't know what his condition may have been 
when he was taken down- what evidence he showed then 
of exhaustion. 

Q. But it having been tes tified by parties who saw him 
that there were no visible effects, that he went directly to 
his work, and had been apparently perfectly well and 
1·egular in his meals-would you say that the previous 
punishment had any effect in regard to his death? 

A. It might have had some, although it could not have 
had much. 

Q. In what way might it have had any ~ 
A. By tending to debilitate the man. 
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Q. Did you see anything in the experiment that you 
witnessed the other day that would indicate that? 

A. Do you refer to my O\Yn experiment? 
Q. Those of Mr. Perry and Mr. Rose? 
A . Yes, sir ; judging from their condition of pulse, etc., 

a man in the stretcher for any length of time would be 
likely to become debilitated. 

Q. But if. he bad not been punished for a week before? 
A. I presume he would probably have recovered from 

the effect of it to a certain extent. 
Q. You spoke in your former testimony o.f the possibility 

that this pnnishment might produce a nervous shock; do 
you think now, from what you saw of the experiment by 
Mr. Rose and Mr. Perry, that it would have any such 
effect? 

A. If yon take the word "shock" as we take it, techni
cally, it would; of course what I mean by shock is a vital 
depression ; in that sense I should say yes to your question. 

Q. Do you think that Perry was vitally depressed by 
the nse of the stretcher, judging from his appearance~ 

A. The pulse showed that he was to a certain degree; I 
think that no man can have an acceleration of twenty beats 
ju fifteen minutes without a certain amount of depression; 
therefore if you take the word " shock " as meanjng vital 
depression, I should think it would have that effect. 

Q. _About the same as would be produced by a man run
ning for a min nte at full speed ? 

A. I don't think it is a fair comparison; a man running 
compared to a man in a condition of punishment, I don't 
think the conditions arc analogous at all. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. You went down there to look at that experiment? 
A. Yes, sir; I had never seen the stretcher before and 

didn't know what it was. 
Q. Did it come up to your idea when you saw it there? 
A. I had formed no definite idea ; I think it is proper 

for me to state to the committee that the way in which I 
was stretched up was not such as those have sworn to who 
usually stretch men up; they rested upon their feet; I 
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swung entirely clear; my whole weight was upon my wrists j 
my experience showed me that it was an exceedingly pain
ful experiment. 

Q. How long did you endure that? 
A. Not half a minute; the feeling was too painful; I 

couldn't stand it. 
Q. You don't suppose that any man could endure it for 

five minutes? 
A. It was a most agonizing pain, sir; I don't know what 

enrlurance some men might have. 
Q. From your experiment you wou1cl hardly believe that 

a man could endure it for that length of time? 
A. I don't mean to say it would kill him- that is, a 

healthy man. 
Q. If a man was di seased as thi s man Snook was, what 

would be the effect ? 
A. I think it would have a very injurious effect. 
CJ. Did you try it with your toes resting on the :floor ? 
A. No, sir; I didn't give that a trial; I don't consider it 

was a fair ·experiment, because I know men have testified 
ahout..resting upon their feet; my whole weight was upon 
the handcuffs. 

Q. From your experiment there your judgment is that 
a man standirig in this stretcher without any strain upon 
the wrists would not feel much punishment? 

A. It depends entirely upon the length to which he is 
stretched up. 

Q. Do you not think it is a punishment that it is rather 
dangerous for a inan to delegate to others '1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If a man was strung up there with his heel s an inch 

and a half or an inch from the :floor, and died in that situa
tion, would not his feet, after death, rest on the floor ? 

A. Do you mean from the relaxation~ 
Q. Yes, sir ; would not the muscles relax so as to make 

him half an inch longer ? 
A. I should doubt that very rrmch. 

' Q. Yon don't think there wonld be auy relaxation '~ 

A. There would be some, but I never measured in such 
· 9ases, and I am not prepared to give any expert opinion 9n 
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that point; I don't think that the amount of relaxation 
would be as much as half an inch in a man of or<linary 
height. 

Q. Is it not laid down so by the anthorities? 
A. I have never looked the point np, sir. 

By Senator Plummer--

Q. These gentlemen, you say, were stretched up for 
fifteen minutes 1 

A. Yes, sir. 
(J. Did they make any request to Le let down, or were 

they let down without any request? 
A. We didn't wish to prolong the test any longer; there 

was no request from them at all. 
Q. Did they seem to show some little evidence of pain 

or prostration? • 
A. Yes, sir; I could hardly say "prostration," after they 

were taken down. 
Q. If they had been kept up there twenty or twenty

fi ve minutes, would they have been much prostrated? 
A. They would have been somewhat more prostrated ; 

not very much ; one professed his ability to stand it half an 
hour longer, and probably he could. 

Q. You consider it rather severe treatment? 
A. It can be made an exeeedingly severe punishment; 

I am satisfied of that. 

By Dr. Phillips-

Q. Under special circumstances do you consider it as 
proper to treat feigned diseases by the same kind of severe 
measures as those recognized as proper and efficient in the 
treatment of actual diseases? 

A. What do you consider special circumstances? 
Q. Such as the circumstances in the case-of Friedlander, 

of which yon have heard? 
A. I suppose every physician has a right to his own 

judgment and discretion in determining what is best to be 
done-whatever mode of detection will satisfy him is best ; 
what would satisfy one might not satisfy another; in regard 
to practice in a public institution I should consider special 
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means .allowable to determine those questions which would 
not be proper in private practice. 

Q. In a case containing the following points, and occur
ring in a penal institution, viz., feigned paralysis of lower 
extremities, feigned loss of voice and feigned epilepsy, 
would you consider it justifiable to use some of the severe 
class of remedies, particularly if the man was sentenced to 
a term of imprisonment at hard labor? 

A. If mild ones did not act, sir. 
Q. You would consider severe treatment justifiable 

under such circumstanl'es ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. After all, is it not a question of medical opinion to 

be formed at the time, under a knowledge of all the circum
stances, and the knowledge the physician has of the action 
and influence of remedial agents '1 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Hence one physician might differ in the details of his 

treatment in the same case from another physician, might 
he not? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. A physician is governed by his knowledge of the 

general principles of medicines and the action of remedies 
in the treatment of diseases, whether real or feigned ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you con!'ider the little alcohol burned on the skin 

as severe an application, under such circumstances, as many 
other remedies which are recognized by the Jdghest medical 
authorities? 

A. Not as many others; it \Vou ld depend upon · the 
.amount. 

Q. Those remedies are the actual -cautcry, the moxa, the 
electro-magnetic cautery, steam, boiling water, issues, &c., 

A . It is not as severe as any of those unless it is boiling 
water; that con1d he made severe in the same proportion as 
alcohol. 

Q. Alcohol poured on the skin and burned produces a · 
sharp, quick impression; but its results are not so severe in 
the destruction of tissues as the means I have mentioned? 
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A. No, sir; it is not as deep, and does not involve the 
extent of surface; it wouldn't produce as deep a burn. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Do not these remedies of burning, etc., come from a 
rather old-time authority ? 

A. Yes, sir ; they are old and new both ; I think some 
of our modern physicians, those who make nervous diseases 
a specialty, still use it. 

Doctor Phillips-The authorities run back to the time of 
Galen and down to the present year, as I can show. 

Q. Even suppose they were addmissible, at least you 
would not use them until you had tried some other remedy 
first? 

A. I should use mild remedies ; and if they were not 
sufficient I shouldn't object to use such as have been 
described. 

James H. McGuire, a witness appearing before the Joint 
Committee, in behalf of the State Prison Keeper, being 
duly sworn, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name. 
A. James H. McGuire. 
Q. Where do you live? 
A. Trenton. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. How long were you in the prison, and under whom? 
A. I was under Mr. Vanderveer, and Mr. Walker, and 

Mr. Stoll. 
Q. With regard to the punishments by the dungeon and 

the punishment by tying up, which, as you have seen them 
in the New Jersey State Prison, were the most inhuman 
and barbarous ? 

A. Under Mr. Walker's administration; he was a kind
hearted, amiable gentleman ; he used to punished them in 
the middle of the floor-chain them up. 

The Chairman [after consultation with other ~embers of 
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the J o1nt . Oon1mlttee ]-The cotnm1ttee have detei1mined 
hat they do not desire to go back to Mr. Walker's time. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Do yo11 know when the punishment of tying up was 
first introduced? 

A. Yes, sir; it was introduced when I was in the prison. 
Q. At what time was that? 
A. I thirti{ 1n '64. 
Q. And so far as you know, has it been continued up to 

the present time ? 
A. So far as I know it has ; yes, sir. 
Q. Was it administered with the same device, or with an 

eye-bolt in the wall ? 
A. It was an eye-bolt in the wall with links-putting a 

man up according to his heighth . . 
By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. When strung up to the eye-bolts they were not taken 
off their feet, were they ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. They were allowed to stand on their feet ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. They can mo~e around more in ~he centre, can they 
nod 

A. Yes, sir; they were more confined to one position. 

By the Ohairman-

Q. Did you ever see the stretcher now in use? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. How do you know then that they can move around 

now any better than they could then ? 
A. I should judge if a man is fo the middle of the :floor
Q. You don't know anything about it? 
A. I answered your question. 
Q. Have you seen this mode of tying up in the middle 

of the floor ? 
A. No, sir. 
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By Mr. Rue-

Q. When they were tied up to these eye-bolts, were they 
allowed to stand firm on their feet, or raised on the balls of 
their feet ? '"' 

A. I never saw one off his heels. 

By Mr. Sykes~ 

Q. Do you mean that they could always rest their heels 
flat on the floor ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Are you 'a brother of Felix McGuire? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Are you any special friend of General Mott ? 
A. I am not an enemy of him; General Mott, I believe 

took me to be an enemy. 
Q. In what way? 
A. He accused me of being in this conspiracy. 
Q. What conspiracy do you mean~ 
A. I mean against Dr. Phillips. 
Q. Who conspired against Dr. Phillips ? 
A. I don't know but I was a little too fast in calling it a 

conspiracy ; he accused me of being in this attack on Dr. 
Phillips ; I went to see him about it and I asked him if he 
did accuse me of that, and he said he did ; and I told him 
he was mistaken. 

Q. Who are those parties you speak of as being in a con
spiracy against Dr. Phillips ? 

A. I don't wish to ; what I know about the matter was 
in rather a confidential way ; I don't want to say anything 
about it unless the committee insist upon it, and then I 
don't think I will without seeing the parties ; I haveii't 
consulted with those parties at all, or said anything about 
it. 

Q. You have conversed with them, have you not, or they 
with you, before this investigation commenced ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did they speak of going before the Grand Jury to 
make complaints against Dr. Phillips~ 

A. I don't know that I will answer that question, sir . 
• 

The Ohai;.man-If t~ere was a conspiracy to injure Dr. 
Phillips we would not he in a position to investigate that 
matter ; it would he a little out of our pro-vince ; we would 
require another investigating committee for that. 

Andrew _K. Perry, a ;vitness heretofore sworn, being re

called, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Kingman

Q. What is your weight? 

A. At the present time? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
A. About 140 lbs. 
Q. What is the most you ever weighed ? 
A. About 145. 
Q. And what were you weighing last winter, in Decem-

ber? 
.11. Sorrie few pounds less than that. 
Q. Was it less than 140? 
A. Yes, sir; probably 135. 
Q. You had been somewhat unwell for some time? 
A. I had been troubled with a cold. 
Q. Do you know what Mr. Snook's weight was? has it 

been reported 't 

A. I have never examined the record, but I should judge 
all"Of 175, and perhaps 180. 

Q. Could you draw up a man who weighed as much as 

Mr. Snook did, over those wheels in that dungeon? 

A. Not if he offered the least resistance, which is quite 
natural for all. 

Q. Do they not all offer resistance? 
A. I never knew of but very few but what did. 
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Q. They don't take to that very cheerfully 't 
JJ. No, sir; they attempt to deceive you in every possi

hle way. 
Q. You stated to the committee, if I have understood 

your testimony, that Snook was drawn up so· that he rested 
on the balls of his feet; is that correct? 

A. Not quite on the balls of his feet. 
Q. How did he stand? 
A. He was flat on his feet when I left him. 
Q. How was he when he was put up? 
A. His heels may have been raised from the floor some

what, but when I put the lock on and left him, he settled 
down on his feet. 

Q. Did he have hold of the chain then? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When he was found, were his knees bent or straight? 
A. I believe they were slightly inclined forward. 
Q. Would that raise his heels or not? 
A. Well, I should think it would. 
Q. Did you call Mr. Robinson to assist you before you 

took him down ? 
A. Yes1 sir. 
Q. What did you call him for? what did you say to 

him? 
.A. Merely from the fact that he was there when I put 

him up, and I wanted him to see that he was in every re
spect in the same position. 

Q. Was Robinson there when you put him up? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did he do at the time you put Mr. Snook up 't 
A. After he got there there was no need of him; .this 

fellow resisted in rather a quiet way1 and showed no dispo
sition to allow his hands to go above that, [indicating the 
shoulder,] and I told him if he rlidn't allow me to pull him 
up I would cn11 assistance enough to raise him ; the first 
person I saw was Robinson, and when I came hack he 
yielded, and allowed me to put him up. 
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Q. What did Robinson do? 

A. He done nothing, except to examine the position of 
the man ; I asked him, "Is he about right now'!" and he 

said, "Yes; I can barely get my ffngers under his heels;" 
and then he had a hold of the chain in his· hands, and I 
spoke to him about it, and he let go, and I suppose he took 
hold of it again as soon as I left the dungeon. 

(,J. When he was first put up, his heels were very near to 
the floor? 

A. I don't suppose there was more than a quarter of an 
inch from the floor. 

Q. So that he could put his fingers in beneath? 
A. About that, I should judge. 

Q. Not more than that '? 

A. Not much more; when I left him his feet was flat on 
the floor; after I let go of the chain, I examined hi~ my
self. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Had he shoes or boots on, or was he barefooted ? 
A. He had shoes on. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. When you called Robinson, at the time you took the 
man down, what did you call him for 't 

A. 'l1o come and see the situation-the position of the 
man; I was satisfied there was something wrong with the 

fellow, and I wanted him to see that he was just in the·sarne 
position as he was when he left. 

Q. It was the position, and not the condition of the man, 
that you wanted Mr. Robinson for? 

A. 'I1he position, sir. 

Q. Whut did Mr. Robinson do to ascertain l1is position? 
A. He felt around his feet and examined him; I told 

11irn, uf course, what I thought was the matter, and he and 

I examined the man, and I said, "You are satisfied that he 

i8 in the same position as he was when you lef,t ?" says he, 

" I am satisfied ;" then we let him down; it was more than 



431 

1 coa1c1 do to raise him, even to get the lock out, und he 
assisted me to let him down. 

Q. You couldn't raise him enough to loosen the lock even? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Because he was a heavier man than you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you assist in removing him from the cell 't 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where was he taken 't 
A. Taken to the hospital or some portion thereof. 
Q. Dr. Phillips saw him in the cell, did he not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did Dr. McKenzie ? 
A. Not to my knowledge; Dr. McKenzie, I believe, seen 

him first in the hospital, or some portion of it. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Is it usual for you to take men to the cells alone ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q ls it usual for you to stretch them up alone? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You don't often call for assistance? 
A. Very seldom. 
Q. Is it usual for you to examine them when you stretch 

them up'! 
.Ii. Yes, sir. 
Q. To see how far they are stretched up? 
A. 0, yes, sir; always do it. 
Q. Why did you call Mr. Robinson that night to examine 

him before you stretched him up? · 

A. I thought there was something the matter with him-
that he was either dead or shamming, and I wanted him to 
see that he was in the same position as he was when I 
stretched him up. 

Q. l asked you why you called Robinson to examine the 
man before. you stretched him up'! 

A. I didn't call him to examine him then, he examined 
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the position of his feet; I called him simply because he re
fused to be put up; he peaceably resisted, he made no fuss 
about it, but he acted a little ugly, and I done it more to in
timidate him. 

Q. To intimidate him so that you could pull him up'! 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Why did you call Robinson's attention to him after 

you had stretched him up? 
A. Because I couldn't see his feet; and I always look at 

the feet wheu I stretch them up: so as to tell exactly where 
to locate them 

Q. After you had stretched him up, you could have 
looked for yourself ? 

A. Certainly I could. 
Q. When you stretch them alone, do you not look at 

their feet after they are stretched up? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Can you not stretch up a man of 180 lbs. so that he 

will stand on his toes ? 
JI. No, sir; I never had any orders to put a man up that 

high. 
Q. How high did you ever stretch a man up'? 
A. So that he remained on the balls of his feet ; that was 

always my instructions. 
Q. Wouldn't that raise bis heel over half an inch ? 
JI. It would be owing to the height of the heel of the shoe. 
Q. Could you not stretch a man up RO that he would only 

rest on his toes •t 

.A. Not unless he yvas a very light man, and light men 
we punish very moderately ; it is only in cases that we think 
they are able to stand it, that we are ordered to inflict that 
punishment. 

Q. With the gaslight that shone in that prison, could 
you see without getting right down close, whether the man's 
heels were on or off the floor ? 

A. I didn't look at all. 
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Q. Yon depended entirely upon Robirison ·? 

A. No, sir; I felt after he did. 
Q. You put your hand down to his heels ? 
A. I ran down my hand and felt the bottom of his feet; 

I generally get down to put the clevis on a man's feet. 
Q. Did you put the clevis on him ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Why, then, did you stoop down to examine his feet i' 
A. To see the position he was in, whetber he was actually 

standing. 
Q. After you took the man down and called the ph .Ysi

cian, why did you not state to the physician the way that 
he died? 

A. I don't know that I gave it a thought ; I reported it, 
but not to the physician. 

Q. Whom did you tell? 
A. I told Mr. Van Houten and General Mott. 
Q. ·when did you tell them? 
.A. Just as soon as I was aware of it. 
Q. Did you tell them that morning? 
JI. Yes, sir; perhaps five or six minutes to 7, or there

abouts. 
Q. Do you remember when the post-mortem was made? 
.A. Only what I hear; I wasn't present, but I understand 

it was at noon. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. What is the practice generally with men when you 
stretch them up-is it to bear down on the chain, or to ease 
up so as to deceive you? 

.Ii. Most generally, and most always they will pull back 
on me and raise me sometimes off my feet, if they are 
heavier men. 

Q. But this man submitted to let you pull him up 't 

A. Yes, sir; after Mr. Robinson came he yielded his arms 
. for the purpose .. 

55 



I • 

434 

Q. There is no doubt but what he stretched himself up 
so as to make it appear that he was all the way up? 

.IJ. There is no doubt that he took his own position. 
Q. Could you not take advantage of him by catching the 

link? 
.IJ. I think not; I didn't try it, and I don't think I could; 

he having hold of the chain, be had as good a grip as l could 
have. 

Q. Had you any light in the room? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What time in the morning was it? 
A. About twenty·five n~inutes to 7; in fact, a few mm

utes later when I reached the, dungeon; I could see, but I 
had no light in the cell; the lower portion of the cell, I sup
pose, was quite dark at that time. 

Q. Could you see as to the position his feet were in with
out a light, to your own satisfaction '? 

A. I could see the feet, but couldn't tell exactly whether 
they were half an inch or an inch from the floor. 

Q. But in order to satisfy you Mr. Robinson looked? 
.Ii. In order to satisfy me he looked. 
Q. You had to feel as well as look ? 
.11. Both. 
Q. You don't think it would be possible to take advan

tage of a link on him 't 
JJ. No, sir; Mr. Robinson told me where the heels was, 

and I fastened the lock, and after I locked it I examined it 
myself, and I could just get my fingers under him; after he 
let go of the chain he must have stood flat on his feet. 

Q. Neither you nor Mr. Robinson could have satisfied 
yourselves in this particular case, owing to its being so 
dark, unless you had taken that course, getting down there 
and putting your hand in '? 

A. I suppose I could, but I believe in taking all pre
cautions necessary. 

Q. Of course at that time in the morning it was dark? 
A. It was, somewhat; there was a light below that gives . 
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occasional light; from the flickering, it was dim at times. 
Q. The only certainty you had was from feeling the feet? 
A. That was the only c0 rtainty-only I knew he wasn't 

up very high, and I would have been satisfied to have left 
him, but in order to satisf.y myself more thoroughly, I got 

down and felt. 
Q. Do you think you would have been satisfied to have 

left him there, without getting do:wn and feeling his feet'? 
A. Yes, sir; I think I would. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. What time in the morning was he put up? 
A. At 6.35. 
Q. What time does the sun rise at that time of the year? 
A. I don't remember, sir. 

By Mr. Hendrickson--

Q. He was quite still when you went to that cell that 
morning? 

A. Yes, sir ; he was never a noisy man that way, after he 
was in punishment. 

Q. ·And being so still, did you not apprehend that some
thing was the matter'? 

. ."/. No, sir; it was quite a common occurrence for them 
to be quiet. 

By the Chairman-

Q. It was the second time you visited him that he asked 
you if you were going to kill him? 

.ii. He asked me if I wanted to kill him. 

By Senator Hendrickson-
Q. You spoke to him and got that answer; do convicts 

frequently ask you that question? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When you put them up? 
A. Yes, sir; and before I leave the centre they will say, 

" What does this mean ; do you mean to kill me or not 'f" 
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it is so common a remark that I pay no attention to it; I 
paid more attention in bis case, from the fact that I spoke 
to him and he made me no answer, the third time I was 
there. 

Q. Is there a reflector in the hall that throws light on 
that side of the hall 't 

A. Yes, sir; a gas light that throws light into the dun· 
geon from the hall below; that is tb.e only dungeon where 
l don't require to take a lantern. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. How far off is this light from the dungeon? 
A. I think it was about as far as that wall, [about thirty 

feet]. 
Q. That is on the flight below? 
A. Yes, sir ; some five or six feet below. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. When you were put up before the doctors the other 
day for fifteen minutes-before Dr. Shepherd and Dr. Elmer, 

were you much exhausted? 
A. I think not. 
Q. Did you ever put a man up as high as you were put 

up then'! 
A. Never; I never seen one up as high as I was put up; 

and I bad no choice in the matter at all, made no request, 
simply the request to remain there as long as they wanted 
to stand and watch me. 

Q. You still could bear a considerable portion of your 
weight on the balls of your feet'! 

A. Yes, sir; I think it was almost equally divided. 
Q. You never draw a man up on his toes? 
A. I never have, no, sir. 
Q. Well, then, the experiment of those who have been 

drawn up clear from the floor, either in the prison, or at 
Thorpe, McKenzie & Wilkes's shop, wouldn't throw much 
light on this subject? 

A. I should think not. 
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Q. There is no doubt that men can be hung up in that 
way, and that it would be very severe? 

A. I should judge so; a child could pull five hundred 
pound8 on such a ring as they had. 

Q. You can under no circumstances pull a man up who 
is heavier than you 't 

A. I have never been able to do it yet. 

Q. And you nevc:r raised a man off the balls of his feet ? 
A. No, sir; 1 never raised a man up as high as I was 

myself. 

Q. Could you not have undergone the same for half an 
hour or fifteen minutes longer? 

A. Yes, s1r; without suffering ;n the least; I have felt 
more injury the next morning after playing a game of ball. 

Q. And it is only when they are drawn up off their feet 
when it becomes very painful'? 

A. I should judge it would become quite painful. 

By the Chairman-

Q. Why do you tie men up there if it is no punishment 't 
A. We claim it as a punishment, but I do claim that 

fifteen minutes is not much of a punishment. 

Q. Some gentlemen have tried it here who were punished 
very severely; they say it was a very severe mode of punish
ment; now you say it is no punishment. 

A. I say, those that say that don't know what they are 
talking about. ; they don't know anything at all about it; 
they have never experienced it, and have never seen it tried; 
it didn't injure me. 

By Senator Plummer-

Q. How long do you generally keep them up? 
A. Well, seldom over twenty minutes; I believe we have 

left them in two or three cases longer than that. 
Q. That you think is satisfactory'? 
A. W el1, it seems to in most cases, but in some it don't 

amount to anything. 
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Q. It seems to answer the purpose generally, does it not; 

they are satisfied to go to work? 
A. Satisfied to go to work, and repeat the dose in a da.Y 

or two a,f terwards. 
Q. Do you gener.ally do that? 

A. \¥ e have cases of that sort; yes, sir. 
Q. If that five, or ten, or twenty minutes does not answer, 

do you repeat it? 
A No, sir; other means have been tried ; in fact, every 

possible means that it is possible to conceive. 
Q. I think it has been stated in the testimony, that it 

seems to answer the purpose as if they considered it punish
ment; that it reformed them in some way, so that they were 
willing to go to work'? 

A. They are willing enough to go to work, of course, but 
they come round again in some cases with perfect com
posure. 

Q. If that is no punishment, would it not be more desir
able for them to go there than to g,o to work? 

.A. I don't pretend to say it is no punishment, but I do 
believe that there is men that don't feel it ; that is, for a 
short period. 

Oharles M. Riley, a witness Heretofore sworn, being re
called, testifies as follows : 

Examined by Mr. Kingman-

Q. On the morning of the death of Jacob Snook-do 
you remember that occasion'? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·where was the body when Dr. McKenzie came·~ 
A. The body was in the hospital-in the kitchen part of 

the hospital. 
Q. Where did you meet Dr. McKenzie'? 
.IJ. Dr. McKenzie was in the dispensary when I went up• 

stairs. 
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Q. And who was with him? 
A. Dr. Phillips and General Mott were present when I 

first went there? 
Q. As soon as you came did they go and perform the 

post-mortem'! 
A. Not immediately, no, sir; within a few minutes. 
Q. Did they leave the dispensary then 't 
A. Yes, sir; General Mott went first; he made the re

mark that he supposed they wouldn't need him, and went 
down stairs. 

Q. After the doctors came he made that remark and left? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was there any inquiry made by Dr. McKenzie that 

was not fully answered? 
A. Not that I know of. 
Q. Dr. McKenzie always takes charge of the body as 

county physician there, in cases of sudden death'( 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And makes such inquiries as he chooses? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Had you anything to conceal from him on that occa-

sion? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you try to conceal anything from him ? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. You didn't attend during the post-mortem? 
.A. I did not. 
Q. Did you know that Mr. Snook died while be was put 

up 't 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. From whom did you get that information? 
A. Probably Mr. Perry told me; I suppose be did. 
Q. You visited the body in the cell ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Were you there long'? 
A. Yes, sir; I was there at least fifteen minutes at first, 

and I went there after the man had gone out to the shops, 
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perhaps fifteen oF iwenty minutes going out, and tema{ned 
there until Dr. Phillips came. 

Q. Merely watching'{ 

A. Yes, sir; waiting for the doctor to. come up there. 

On motion, the committee then adjourned till Wednesday, 
March 6th, 1878, at eight o'clock in the evening, at the 
same place. 

At which time and place the Joint Committee met pur
suant to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Moore, Hendrickson and Plum
mer, members of the Joint Committee on the part of the 
Senate, and Hon. M~ssrs. Sykes, Parramore, Pancoast, Rue 
and Malone, members of the Joint Committee on the part 
of the House. 

Gershom Mott, State Prison keeper, being sworn in his 
own behalf, testifies as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Please give your full name and residence? 
A. Gershom Mott, Trenton. 
Q. You are keeper of the State Prison ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been so? 
A. I was appointed on the 28th of March, 1876, and 

assumed the duties of the office on the 10th of April. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. I suppose you have read the resolution under which 
the Joint Committee are making this investigation, have 
you not, sir . 

.A. I have, sir. 
Q. The preamble of that resolution recites that 

"Whereas it , is reported in the public press that great 
wrongs are being practiced and cruelties inflicted by_ the 
officers of the New Jersey State Prison on convicts under 
their charge;" and it is the truth or falsity of these charges 
that the committee are now investigating ; what have you 
t'O say as to these charges? 

.A. They are not true, sir. 
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Q. Doctor Corson appears as the only prosecutor in this 
case ; speaking from the record, he · says .: "I charge 
Gershom Mott, keeper, Doctor W.W. L. Phillips, phys
ician, and their assistant officers, with beirig guilty of hav- · · · 
ing inflicted and inflicting cruel and inhuman punishment 
upon the bodies of prisoners confined in that institution," 
and offers to substantiate the truth of that charge; so far as 
you know, have any such cruelties or inhuman punish
ments been inflicted upon convicts since you have had 
charge of that institution? 
. A. They have not, sir. 

Q. You heard Dr. Corson's testimony in support of his · 
charges, sir ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you recollect that he succeeded in establishing the 

truth of any one of his propositions ? 
A. He did not. 
Q. According to your understanding of this testimony 

he did not? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. And therefore you have nothing to reply to in that, 

have you? 
A. I have nothing to reply to it ; no, sir. 
Q. The first inquiry to be made by this committee I take 

to be, what are the punishments used, and whether they are 
cruel or inhuman; have you ever used or known to be used 
the paddle as described by Dr. Corson ? 

.A. It has never been used in the New Jersey State 
Prison since I have been there, sir, and I never saw it. 

Q. Has the gag been used, to your knowledge, to the 
extent of being painful? 

.A. It has not been severely painful; it may have caused 
a little pain. 

Q. What has been the purpose and object of the use of 
that instrument ? 

.A. It has been used as a punishment; not as a severe 
punishment ; it has been used on convicts that have stood 
in the centre where everyone could see them ; I have found 
that men do not mind punishment sometimes when nobody 

56 
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can ~ee them ; yet they have some feeling and. don't like 
their friends to see them undergoing punishment. 

Q. Had it been used to any extent before you went 
· there~ 

A. Another kind had, sir, which was much more severe, 
in my opinion. 

Q. Did you adopt this as an improvement, then, upon 
the one that you found ? 

A. I did, sir, and less severe. 
Q. Have you found it an effectual remedy in its applica

tion? 
·A. Well, sir, as much so as any other kind of punish

ment ; there are very few punishments that are e:ffectli.al 
with that class of persons. 

Q. From your experience and from all the testimony 
that has been given in this case do you see any reason for 
changing your opinion as to its usefulness in the prison as 
you have used it? 

A. No, sir ; I think it is a very useful kind of punish
ment, and not a severe one. 

Q. Have you any such instrument m the prison as that 
which has been called by Dr. Corson a stretcher, as he 
described it ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. He described its use in this wise : "A man's feet are 

securely fastened to the floor; he is handcuffed ; and then 
by means of a rope attached to a ring in the ceiling . his 
arms are drawn up as tightly as possible;" have you ever 
known any such punislunent as that to be used in the New 
J-ersey State Prison ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Are not the feet of convicts when they at·e tied up 

always loose, with the exception of the chain to the ankle 
to prevent their climbing up ~ 

A. They are, sir. 
Q. So that the term " stretcher" conveys a very wrong 

impression of the use of that mode of punishment, does it . 
not, sir? 

A. It does, in my opinion, sir. 
Q. In the infliction of that punishment state to th~ com-
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mittee what has been your habit ·with regard to the car(1 
you have taken in inflicting it? 

A. I have been in the habit of visiting })l'isoners when 
they are put up frequently myself at il'l'egular times, and 
sometimes I sent my chief deputy, who is called the cent1·e 
keeper; they are generally pnt up from fifteen to twenty 
minutes; the instruction to the marshal is to \rntch tl1ern 
frequently. 

Q. And you have been in the habit yourself of going to 
the cells to see whether the marshal performs his duty 
according to your instructions ? 

A. I have been in the habit of going around to all place~ 
at irregular times, and frequently to see that all persons <lo 
their duty. 

Q. That is your constant habit? 
A. That is my constant habit, to know what is goil}g on 

in all the departments of the prison. . 
Q. Has there, within your knowledge, ever been a con

vict at any tin~e "tretched off the balls of his feet ? 
A. There has not, sir; it is contrary to my orders, and I 

have never seen a case or heard of one. 
Q. And if you had ever seen or heard of one, would you 

have taken notice of it and acted upon it? 
A. I should have got another marshal. 
Q. As administered in the New Jersey State Prison, i~ 

that punishment, in your judgment, correctly denomi
nated a " terrible punishment ?'' 

A. It is n9t, sir. 
Q. Upon what do you rely most in that regard, the 

certainty of punishment or its pain? 
A. It is the certainty of punishment that governs rneIJ 

more than the severity, in my experience . . 
Q. Have you had large experience in the care and dis

cipline of men before going to the New J ~rsey State 
Prison? 

A. I have, sir. 
Q. For ye~r~? 
A. Yes, s.ir; ~good m~ny gf th~11J.. 
Q. In what occup~tion 1 
.A. Well, I had care 0f men during the Mexican w~r ; I 
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h~d during-the whole of the civil war; also some experience 
in civil life. 

Q~ What has been your experience with regard to the 
treatment of men in order to govern and manage them suc
ce8sfully? 

A. My experience has been to give the men all they were 
entitled to in all respects, and I found that they required 
much less punishment; it conduces very much to discipline. 

Q. Do you regard all discipline as punishment, sid 
· A. Not by any means, sir. 

Q. Is discipline a very necessary part of the management 
of the prison ? 

A. It certainly is, sir. 
Q. Is it important? 
A. Very important in all the departments. 

· Q. ·Did you ever order, direct or permit any cruelty to be 
practiced or inflicted upon a convict in the New Jersey 
State Prison? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. In sending men to the dungeon, what have been 

your orders in regard to their comfort? 
A. In what way; when they have been put down for- ~ 
Q. )n regard to their deposits? 
A. When a man has been put down to the floor, my 

orders have always been to let him out twice a day, so as 
to allow the use of the water closet. 

Q. Have you ever allowed a man to lie in the dungeon 
without that liberty? 
· A. No, sir; I never permitted a man to lie in his filth ; 

that makes brutes of them; and you can't govern men by 
making brutes of them. 

Q~ That is your experience of men, is it ? 
A. That is my experience of men, sir. 
Q. You consider tying them to the floor of the dungeon 

in their filth br~tal treatment, do you? 
A. I consider it as making brutes of them. 
Q. How then do you think the mode of punishment by · 

tying to the floor of the dungeon compares with that of 
tying up as you practiced it; that is, which is the more 
humane? 
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A. I think it is more humane to tie a man up for a short 
time-a short, quick punishment-than to leave him 
chained to the floor in his filth; that has always been my 
experience. 

Q. After all you have heard upon the subject, and all 
the experiments that have been tried, including those of 
the doctors', have you changed your opinion upon this sub
ject with regard to tying up? 

A. Not at all, sir. 
Q. Do you still think it is preferable to confining them 

in the dungeon, as you have stated? 
A. I do, sir; I am satisfied of it. 
Q. Are you not more and more satisfied of it by the 

experiments that have been made during this investiga
tion ? 

A. I am, sir. 
Q. What have you to say with regard to those persons 

who have testified here that the tying up which they expe
rienced was severe torture ? 

A. It was not the right test; it couldn't possibly have 
been. 

Q. In what respect~ 
A. They certainly must have been off the balls of their 

feet so that they did not rest their weight on the balls of 
their feet. 

Q. So that their weight rested on the wrist ? 
A. I suppose it did; I have seen them up a good deal 

longer than that. 
Q. You saw the experiments made by Doctor Elmer ~ 
A. I did, sir. 
Q. What did you say to him during that trial? 
A. I told him that was not a fair test, that they were 

raising his toes up, keeping his feet up off the floor, so that 
he couldn't touch, and he said he wanted to do it. 

Q. So you concur with him that it ·was not a fair test, as 
he stated himself? 

A. Yes, sir ; I certainly do. 
Q. Is there any doubt that to tie a man up so that he. 

would swing clear of the floor would be· a very painful 
Q[)eration ? 
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A. It certainly would be; I have never seen anybody up 
that way except Doctor Elmer; if you will allow me I wOl 
state that a member of the legislature ·was down to-day ant} 
tied up for twenty-one minutes. 

Q. Drawn up on the balls of h.is feet? 
A. On the balls of his feet. 
Q. You think that Dr. Warman could not have been l~ft 

standing on the balls of his feet. 
A. Not to hurt him as he said it did. 
Q. Nor Dr. Ribble? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. They must have been drawn up higher~ 
A. If it hurt them, as they testified it did'. 
Q. Have you found during your administration of the 

prison, that any of your punishments have affected the 
health or limbs of the convicts? 

A. There has not been a single instance, sir. 
Q. Have you ever known one to require the treatment of 

the doctor in this respect ? 
A. Not one, sir ; the most of them are sent right out to 

work and go to work, that is, \vhen it comes through the 
day. 

Q. Then the short and quick punishment results in this, 
that the convicts go to their work, and the contractors and 
the state have the benefit of their labor immediately, does 
it not? 

A. Yes, sir ; it is a great deal preferable to keeping them 
in the dark cell, chained hand foot, on bread and water ; 
the state loses the labor of the convict, and the contractor 
loses a great deal, because they work in teams, and if one 
man is left out it breaks up the team. 

Q. Do you think this mode of tying up equally effective 
in point of discipline ? 

A. A great deal more so ; to keep a man in the dun
geon for six days breaks his spirit-some of these men 
have a great deal of spirit--and he doesn't care wh~~ 
becomes of him ; with a sharp, quick punishme,nt he goes 
out and goes to work all right ? 

Q. Can you give thi~ committee an instance Qf tl!~t 

kind? 
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A. Yes, sir; I had a man by the name of Earle, who 
~.ame from Morris county, for a year; the first two months 
he was there he was punished twenty-one times ; then he 
made up his mind he would go to work; he went out 
about two weeks ago ; I met him at the depot and asked 
him what he was going to do ; he said he was going to 
Work; I asked him, "Why is it that you didn't go to work 
when you first came?" "Why," he said, "my cell-mate 
told me if I would only tire them out I would beat the 
punishment, but I got tired of it." 

Q. Did he after those repeated punishments show any 
marks that required medical treatment i 

A. Not at all, sir; when he made up his mind to go to 
work he worked the balance of his time without any 
trouble; he gave as a reason that his cell-mate had put him 
up to it. 

Q. What, in your judgment, would be the result of 
relaxing the discipline in the prison? 

A. I don't think the officers could stay there, unless you 
pnt in a good many more than I have got. 

Q. What instances do you recall of prisoners evidencing 
·some intimation of that kind recently ? 

A. On Saturday, three weeks ago, one of the convicts 
told the instructor that the legislature had passed a law 
stopping punishment ; a short time afterwards there was a 
howl in the shops, and in a few minutes afterwards there 
was another one ; I couldn't exactly locate it ; on Monday 
morning I took on extra officers, and had it stopped, and 
I heard nothing more of that ; on Sunday week they made 
·a demonstration at the breakfast table. 

Q. How mftny sit together? 
A. There are one hundred and seventy-six at that table, 

and five officers-fl ve officers to one hundred and seventy
six convicts, with knives and forks ; they made a little 
demonstration and the leaders were immediately taken out 
and punished ; they found that punishments were not 
stopped; they were trying how far they could go ; I had 
two in each dungeon. 

Q. Did you not intercept a letter that gave you some 
information ? 
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A. I did, sir; saying that I was to be discharged, that 
the dungeons were all to be torn out, and the punishment 
book destroyed. 

Q. You have had your attention frequently called to the 
law authorizing the keeper to inflict punishm~nts, have 
you not. 

A. I have, sir; it was the first thing I read when I was 
appointed. 

Q. You took that as your guide when you first went 
there, did you ~ 

A. I did, sir. 
Q. And have you since compared it with the previous 

enactments on the same subject ~ 
A. It is just the same as the act of 1869, of 1846, and 

of 1838; in 1838 they had 141 convicts, with the same.law 
in regard to punishments. 

Q. And you have how many now ~ 
A. I have 849. 
Q. You have had more than that, have you not? 
A. I have had 873. 
Q. You found when you went there all the appliances 

that you now have, with the exception of the improved 

gag, had you not ~ 
A. Everything ; by the way, I have got a placard with 

"thief " marked on it, when they steal things . from the 
shops, and I let them stand in the centre with that on their 
backs ; the first man I tried it on said he would rather be 

. st.Tung up for two hours than to have that placard on his 
back and let his shopmates see it on him. 

Q . . That is a little on the principle o E letting scholars 
stand on the dunce block, is it not ~ 

A. I think it is ; these men perfer more punishment 
where they can't be seen rather than less where they can 

be seen. 
Q. To go back to the law on this subject, do you con-

sider that you have exceeded your lawful authority in the 

administering of punishment ~ 
A. I do not, sir. 
Q. The law forbids the infliction of corporal punishment, 

do es jt not, sir? 

• 



A. That is the wording of the law-yes, sir. 
Q. What do you undersrand by that, sir. 
A. I understand that that means flogging; to carry out 

the letter of the law I don't see how ;i, sheriff could bring 
a prisoner with handcuffs on-that hurts the body ; 
any punishment inflicted o~ the body is corporeal punish
ment, in my opinion. 

Q. What are punishments that are not corporeal? 
A. They are civil punishments. 
Q. Deprivation of civil rights? 
A. Deprivation o:f civil rights, and fines, &c. 
Q. And :forfeitures? 
A. Forfeitures, yes, sir ; I have not exceeded the law, 

because I consider a short, sharp punishment injures a man, 
much less than having them kept there on bread and water 
with chains on hands and :feet ; the law allows me to inflict 
such punishments as I think proper, not exceeding that. 

Q. You consider that this mode o:f punishment received 
the sanction o:f use by former keepers, do you not? 

A. Yes, sir; all the appliances were there when I went 
there, and it is in evidence here that they have been there 
since 1864. 

Q. And all used? 
A. And all used. 
Q. And sometimes with great severity? 
A. For a much longer time than I have ever kept them 

there. 
Q. And used in the presence of ·the inspectors, have 

they not? 
A. The inspectors so testified here-that they had stood 

there and saw them used. 
Q. With regard to this prisoner Friedlander, had you 

charge of that man while that treatment was being applied? 
A. The doctor asked me if he had my permission to try 

an experiment on him, and I told him he had. 
Q. You approYed of it, then, to that extent? 
A. I did, sir; and I think the end justified the means, 

too. 
Q. With regard to the convict whose name was Murray, 

who was afterwards sent to the asylum, had you or not 
57 
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informatic:m when that man came to the prison in tegatd to 
his feigning or shamming? 

A. Dr. Greene, of Elizabeth, accompanied the sheriff to 
the prison when he brought him there ; he told me that he 
feigned epileptic fits, and I so informed Dr. Phillips. 

Q. And that led to his treatment rn the way he was 
treated, did it not? 

A. I have no doubt of it, sir. 
Q. Dr. Greene is an eminent physician, is he not, rn 

Elizabeth? 
A . He sta11ds very high there, I understand. 
Q. He is a son of the late Jam es H. Greene, of Prince

ton, is he not ? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. A brother of Judge Ashbel Greene and Hobert S. 

Greene? 
..A.. Yes, sir. 
Q. And yon had this information from him directly 

when the man was brought to the prison? 
A. I had, sir. 
Q. And it was upon that information that the doctor 

acted, you suppose? 
A. I haven't the least doubt of it, sir. 
Q. You were not present at that time, were you? 
A. I was not, sir. 
Q. How did you find the prison when you went there, as 

to its general condition'? 
A. I found everything very 1.oose there, in my opinion. 
Q. The general condition was bad, then, was it? 
A. Very bad, sir, I thought. 
Q. How was the discipline? 
A. It was very poor, according to my idea. 
Q . . What was the condition of the cells? 
A. The cells were very dirty. 
Q. How was it as to ventilation ? 
.A. Very poor; the halls all filled with foul air and 

stenches. 
Q. How was the cooking and preparation of the food? 
A. There didn't appear to have been much attention 

paid to the cooking of the rations or the distribution, either; 



the beds and bedding were filthy, and the bunks and bed
steads filled with vermin. 

Q. What method did yon adopt to correct these mat
ter8-first as to the ofiieers ·~ 

A. By holding them to a strict performance of their 
duty, and a strict accountability in each department. 

Q. Then what with reference to the cells and corridors ? 
A. I have them scrubbed out three times a week. 
Q. vVhat were your orders with regard to the bed8 and 

bedding~ 

A. That they should be aired monthly, the bedsteads 
washed clean ; I never could hear that the beds and bed
ding had ever been aired before I went there. 

Q. What with regard to the bathing of the prisoners~ 
A. I made them bathe once a week during the summer; 

there is a bath room there that had been out of use for 
three years previous to my going there ; so I was told; 
and I fixed it up and made them bathe in the summer 
time; I think those things are as much conducive to disci
pline as punishment. 

Q. Everything that conduce~ to the health and comfort 
of the prisoners ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. That tends to good discipline? 
A. Yes, sir; then if a man dosen't perform his duty yon 

can make him do it. 
Q. They would then have no reasonable cause of coni-

plaint ~ 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did _you put in any ventilators 1 
A. I put in fifteen new ventilators since I went there. 
Q. What was your habit in regard to supplies for the 

use of the prison ? 
A. Those that want supplies make a requisition which I 

approve, and give it to the supervisor, and he makes the 
purchase. 

Q. Was that done before you went_ there? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What was the general effect of that change alon~ 

with regard to the supplies ? 
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.A. I don't know whether that alone did it; but the 
general supervision made a difference of a good many 
thousand pounds of meat a month. 

Q. Many thousand pounds of meat a month 1 
A. Yes, sir; ten thousand; that is the way the things 

are purchased; we have a store-keeper, and a man that 
has charge of the clothes, and a man that has charge 
of the rations; each of the hall keepers make requisi
tions which I approve for the supplies of the different 
halls, so that there is a general accountability for every-
thing, and nothing is used except I know it. · 

Q.- In the case of Jacob Snook, which has been referred 
to, caq you tell how many times he had been punished 
while he was in the prison? 

A. He was punished four times, but he deserved it 
more ; the first two or three times-twice I know-I 
merely talked to him; he promised so faithfully that I let 
him off. 

Q. Was there any ill-effect upon his health or person in 
any way apparent? 

·A. No, sir. 
Q. Did he complain ~t all, himself, to your knowledge, 

of any severity in his punishment? 
A. No, sir; not to my knowledge. 
Q. When you talked with him on the morning he was 

last punished, did he or not deny the offence charged 
against him ? 

A. He denied making any noise ; he said it was in the 
cell next to him ; but that is a regular dodge of all of them. 

Q. When yo~ sent that man to the dungeon that morn
ing, what did you anticipate with regard to his day's work 
on that day? 

A. I intended to send him out to his day's work. 
Q. You supposed he would take his place and do his 

day's work as usual? 
A. I had no doubt of it, sir. 
Q. You felt as confident of that with regard to him as 

yon did with regard to any other man in the prison, did 
you not~ · 

.A.. Certainly. 
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· Q. The punishment directed to be inflict~d upon him at 
that time was less than what had been inflicted upon him 
previously, was it not? 

A. I sent him up for twenty minutes. 
Q. That was your order ? 
A. Yes, sir; intending to send him out to his work; 

you see there are 132 cells there, and two in most of the 
cells at that place, and making a noise through most of the 
night deprives them of their sleep, and they can't work. 

Q. Did they complain of that? 
A. They did. 
Q. And it was to break up that practice that he was 

punished, was it not ? 
A. It was, sir; it was not the first time he had done it. 
Q. And he had been punished for it before? 
A. Yes, sir; the other was not at night, though ; it was 

in the mornin,g. 
Q. Had you any intimation before that morning that he 

was diseased in any way ? 
A. No, sir; he certainly didn't show it. 
Q. His countenance and general appearance were those 

of a healthy man ? 
A. They were, sir. 
Q. Was he a strong man ·? 
A. He looked as though he was. 
Q. After his death did you notify his friends? 
A. I did, sir ; I telegraphed to his brother at Hopewell 

Junction, and to his wife in the care of Sheriff Bellis ; I . 
found by the records that he had written to his wife there, 
and also to his brother at Hopewell Junction. 

Q. Yon telegraphed immediately after his death~ 
A. Yes, sir; immediately after his death. 
Q. And before the post mortem ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did his brother come for and remove his body the 

next day? 
A. He did, sir. 
Q. Has there ever been any complaint to you from either 
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treatment in the prison ? 

A. There has not, sir. · 
Q. Either at the time of his death or before ? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Nor since~ 
A. Nor since. 
Q. You were notified by Mr. Perry that the man was. 

dead or feigning death, were you not, sir ; or how were you 
notified? 

A. He came down and told me that there was something 
the matter with him, and asked me to send Dr. Riley up, 
which I did. 

Q. How soon did you go to the cell yourself? 
A. Well, some two minutes, I suppose-two or three 

minutes. 
Q. Almost immediately? 
A. Yes, sir; first I sent Mr. Van Houten up- the centre 

keeper ; and shortly I followed, and met Mr. Van Houten 
coming down; and when I got to the cell door Doctor 
Riley was there, and Snook was lying on the floor, on his 
back ; and I asked Mr. Riley if he was dead ; he said he 
thought he was ; and he then put his ear down to hea1• if 
he was breathing ; when he raised up he said he thought 
he was dead; I immediately went down stairs and sent my 
nephew for Doctor Phillips. 

Q. And the county physician was notified shortly after
ward? 

A. Doctor Phillips came down in half an hour or forty 
minutes and I went up to the cell with him, and he told 
Mr. Riley to have him removed over to the hospital and 
he would stop and see Doctor McKenzie and have the post 
mortem at twelve o'clock; and at twelve they came there 
and held a post mortem. 

Q. Everything was done for the man that could be do!le, 
was it not, and done decently and in order? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You did not witness the post mortem, I ~uppo~~? 
4. I did not, sir. 
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Q. Did you meet the doctors as they came down after 
the post mortem. 

A. I met them in the hospita1. 
Q. Dr. McKenzie, by virtue of his office, had charge of 

this body after he came there, had he not? . 
A. He had, sir. 
Q. It was his duty to make all inquiry in regard to it 

under the law, was it not? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And he assumed that duty? 
A. He did, sir; he took charge of the body, and after

wards asked him if it was necessary to have a coroner's 
inquest, and he said "No ;" I then asked him if I should 
bury him, and he said "Yes." 

Q. And you considered that as giving you liberty to 

deliver him to his friends if they came for him? 
A. Yes, sir; as I have always done in case of sudden 

deaths. 
Q. Had yon any idea, on that occasion, that any inquiry 

was stifled, or any information withheld that ought to be 
communicated? 

A. I don't know how it was. 
Q. There was no such idea in your mind ? 
A. l asked Dr. McKenzie, when he was a witness here, 

if• I had ever given him any information, and he said no; 
he had never been in the habit of getting any from me. 

Q. He took his own course, and got it wherever he 
desired it ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You and your people were all ready to give him any 

information that he desired ? 
A. Yes, sir; they knew it; those two that were up in 

the cells know all about it. 
Q. Had you at that time any idea that the man died by 

reason of the punishment inflicted ? 
A. I don't see how I should ; he was only up there four

teen minutes, and it has been testified that men have been 
up two or three hours in that position. 
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Q. Did you have any idea, at that time, that punish
ment was the cause of his death ? 

·A. Not at all, sir. 
Q. Then yon had nothing to conceal in regard to it 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Do I understand yon, sir, that after bis previous 

punishment he went directly to work as usual, and exhib
ited no ill effects from the punishment? 

A. He always did, sir. 
Q. And yon had no idea that the previous punishment 

had any injnrious effect on him, had you? 
.A. Not at all, sir. 
Q. Upon hi.s health or upon his body in any way? 
.A. No, sir; he went to work immediately afterwards. 
Q. And exhibited no evidence of any effects from it? 
.A. Not at all, sir; I believe he never went under the 

doctor's care; I don't know that he di '.i. 
Witness-I would like to say, further, tha.t Mr. V ander

hoven, when he was on the stand, testified that John Farley 
had been injured in punishment ; the records show that he 
was only punished once, and that was in April, 1875, a 
year before I went there; William B11ttle, to whom he 
also referred, was never punished, although he served two 

. terms there, one of three years and one of one year-the 
term of three years under the name of William Buttle, 
and the one year under the name of Skelley Irving; and 
the records show that he was never punished; if he had 
been punished since I have .been there I know· the records 
will show it. 

Q. Have you been particular in regard to the record of 
punishments and all other records of your office ~ 

A. Yes, sir; I have been very particular abont the 
record of pr;.ni.shments, because the commutation law takes 
off five days a month for good conduct, and when a man is 
punished he forfeits that five days; and I :find by keeping 
a correct record it is very beneficial and conducive to dis
cipline. 

Q. Did you or not prepare rules for the government of 
the prison after you went there? 

.A. I did, sir. 



457 

Q. How did you have them posted? 
A. They are on a . placard in the centre, sir, so that all 

the officers can see them; and I always require a new officer 
to go there and read them the first thing. 

Q. [Paper shown to witness.] Is this a transcript of those 
rules? 

A. That is a copy of them, sir [See Appendix B.]; it is 
the law governing the prison and also the rules of the shops; 
the rules governing the shops, part of them, was taken 
from the law governing the prison. 

Q. With regard to complaints that may be made by 
prisoners at the present time, to whom may those complaints 
be made? 

Q. To the acting inspectors, which has always been the 
law since 1838; the acting inspectors having free access to 
all parts of the prison and to see prisoners. 

Q. Have the supervisors anything to do with that 
matter? 

A. Not at all. 
Q. Have not the prisoners, then, the same opportunities 

to make their complaints to the acting inspectors that they 
always have had ? 

A. They have, sir; both of the acting inspectors testified 
that there had been no obstructions put in their way by 
me. 

Q. Have you ever sought to interfere with the prisoners 
in that regard ? 

A. Not at all, sir; inspectors have the privilege of going 
wherever they please and talking to the prisoners when
ever they please; they are the only parties that do. 

Q. And the prisoners make such complaints at any time, 
if they choose? 

A. Yes, sir; and it is the duty of the acting inspectors 
t0 lay them before the board of inspectors fo~ them to 
investigate. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. How often do the aGtiug inspectors visit the · prison 
~enerally? 

58 . 
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A. About twice a month- two or three times a month ; 
they have no · regular time of coming. 

Q. I supposed they had specified times ? 
A. No regular days. 
Q. At what time was Jacob Snook brought to the prison? 
A. On the 8th of November. 
Q. Last November? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He was sentenced for fifteen years? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. About what was hi s age, do you suppose? 
A. Thirty-six, I think, wa,s his age. 

By the Oha~rman-

Q. ·when you went to the prison to take charge, did you 
find that the prisoners had been using the privilege of 
making known to the under-keepers that they desired to 
see the inspector to make a complaint? · 

A. They did sometimes. 
Q. Did you not find that a custom in the prison when 

you first went there ? 
A. Well, no, I did not ; because the acting inspectors 

visit the prisoners out of hearing and sight of the officers, 
and they have an opportunity then to make their com
plaints. 

Q. But supposing the acting inspectors did not go 
through the prison, did you not find it a custom that the 
prisoners made known to the deputies, and they made 
known to the acting inspectors, who sent for them ? 

A. No, sir ; I did not know of that. 
Q. Don't you know that that was a previous custom m 

the prison? 
·A. No, sir. 
Q. Didn't you ever hear that it was a previous custom? 
A. I don't know but what I have heard some talk about it. 
Q. Don't you know that it was a custom in the prison? 
A. I do not, no sir. 
Q. Did you ever do a:1ything to alter that custom, if it 

was a custom ? 
A. No, sir. 
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Q. You never nsed any meaus to preYcnt it ~ 

A. Not at all, sir. 
Q. When you went to the prison you found a gag there; 

do you know what it '''as made for, or wliat use it was 
put to? 

A. It was made for a. gag, I suppose. 
Q. Do you know any particular purpose that it was 

made for? 
A. Only for a gag I suppose. 
Q. Was it not made for a crazy person that was there ? 
A. I never heard so, sir. 
Q. How came you to adopt this boot-heel gag then? 
A. One of my officers got it up, and I thought it a very 

good thing, and I adopted it ; I thought it was not so 
severe as the other, and it would answer the purpose. 

Q. · Did you ever try the other 1 

A. Not on myself. 
Q. Did you on any one? 
A. Not in the prison; I have seen it tried on men. 
Q. How came you to conclude that this was a better 

one? 
A. Because I have seen the other kind tried outside of 

the prison; I have seen it in the army. 
Q. Was it the same kind that was used in the army '? 
A. This was of iron; I have seen wooden ones m;;e<l

pu t in the mouth just the same. 
Q. Was that adopted. by the ordel'S of the inspectors or 

yourself? 
A. Which, sir? 
Q. This boot-heel gag. 
A. I adopted that; the inspectors could see it, because 

it was used right in the cent1·e, where a.11 could see it, vis~ 

itors and all. 
Q. I think they say they didn't see it. 
A. They didn't look, I guess; there were no particular 

days . when it was used; whenever it was used it was used 
right in the centre, so that everybody could see it. 

Q. Were any particular pains taken so that it shouldn't 
be used when the inspectors came there. 

A. Not at all. 
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Q. Were there any orders given to the keepers that they 
shouldn't let the inspectors see it ? 

A. No, sir; to be sure I wouldn't let visitors see what I 
wouldn't let the inspectors see. 

Q. You took no pains to prevent the inspectors know
ing that fact ~ 

A. Not at all, sir. 
Q. Were there any rules made by the inspectors that are 

not here? 
A. Some few of those rules were adopted before I went 

there, whether by order of the inspectors or not I don't 
know; the balance is what I have made since I have been 
there. 

Q. Your cells are now just the same as you found them 
when you went there? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the dungeons? 
A. Just the same, sir ; and all the appliances. 
Q. The mode of punishment is just the same ? 
A. Just the same; there bas never been anything added 

or taken from it. · 
Q. Did you ever see a prisoner punished there before 

you went theN as keeper? 
A. I never did. 
Q. Did you ever see a prisoner stretched up as you have 

used it? 
A. I never saw them put up ; I never called it a 

" stretcher " or heard it called so till Dr. Corson made 
these charges. 

Q. Do you, in giving your orders for using the stretcher, 
Jelegate that to your marshal ? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Always? 
A. Whenever he is there; he is generally there; if not, 

I detail another deputy. 
Q. When you first went there and saw that mode of 

punishment in your first experiments in punishing men, 
did you watch it yourself ? 

A. I have always been in the habit of watching every
thing. 
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Q. That is not my question; did you watch the first men 
that you punished that way, to see what degree of punish
ment there was about it? 

A. I may not the very first, but I did yery soon after
wards. 

Q. So that you became so well acquainted with the mode 
of punishment that you could give proper directions as to 
its extent? 

A. I did, sir; it would depend upon the man and the 
nature of the offence. 

Q. You found that the amount of punishment a man 
would receive depended entirely upon its management? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is your conclusion, that it is a mode of punish

ment that required a great deal of care in administering? 
A. No, sir, it does not ; because a light man can't pull 

a heavy man up so as to hurt him much. 
Q. Then you think there is nc,t much danger in it? 
A. Not at all, sir; unless in the case of a very light 

man. 
Q. It is in the power of the marshal to call an assistant 

if he wants to pull a man up, is it not ? 
A. No, sir; if I think he wants assistance I send it. 
Q. If the marshal has to take a prisoner to the dungeon, 

and he feels afraid to go in there, does he not have the 
right to call assistance? 

A. He would naturally call; but I don't have that kind 
of marshals. 

Q. What did the marshal call Mr. Robinson for that 
morning in the case of Snook? 

A. Well, this man Snook was rather unruly before he 
went up: and I think I sent Mr. Robinson np afterwards, 
in case of any trouble. 

Q. The testimony is that he called him there? 
A. Well, it may be; I know I very often ·do, when 

there is an unruly man~ send another officer up there in 
case of any trouble-not particularly to put him up, but 
because, when they go along the hall, they disturb all the 
rest of the prisoners. 

Q. Did you ever know of punishing a man by tying him 
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up so that after the punishment he was not able to go to 
work? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Nor never in any case? 
A. No, sir; I have sometimes an hour before dinner, or 

something like that, let them go to their ce1ls and wait till 
after dinner. 

Q. Was that on account of the punishment, or because 
it was only an hour before dinner? 

A. Well, because it was only a short time, and it wasn't 
worth while; it was to let them have a little rest. 

Q. Were you at the centre when this man Snook was 
brought there out of his cell? 

A. I sent for him, sir. 
Q. !Jid you have him gagged? 
A. I had him gagged; yes, sir; because he was making 

a noise, talking in a loud tone of voice-to prevent him 
from making a noise in the centre, and also going along in 
in the hall. 

Q. After the marshal had taken that man down he sent 
for you~ 

A. He came down and told me there was something the 
matter, and asked me if I wouldn't send Dr. Riley ; I 
immediately sent up for Dr. Riley, and he went up; I then 
sent Mr. Van Houten up, and followed in a very short time 
myself. 

Q. When you got there Mr. Van Houten was there ·~ 

A. I met him coming away. 
Q. You found that the man was dead? 
A. I thought he was dead ; yes, sir; he was lying on his 

back, to all appearance dead; and Mr. Riley said he was 
dead. 

Q. Did the marshal tell you he found him dead before 
he took him down '? 

A. He · told me he thought there was something the 
matter with him. 

Q. Did you tell Dr. Phillips he was dead when he came 1? 
A. No, sir; I thought it was his place to determine that 

question. 
Q. Did you ever have a man die in that position before ? 
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A. No, sir; I have had them die jnst as suddenly. 
Q. Did yon not think it was a little out of the common 

when you found the man was dead in the stretcher? 
A. I did not think so; the doctor's assistant knew all 

about it; I presumed the doctor would get his information 
from him as usual; I have never been in the habit of telling 
the doctor, when a man died, that he died in the hospital 
or in his cell, or where he died. 

Q. Hut this was an unnsual case; you neYer had an 
occurrence like that before ? 

A. No, sir. 
Q. Did it not occur to you that there ought to be an 

inquest in that case~ 
A. That was left to the county physician; I asked him 

the question after he performed the post mortem, and he 
said no. 

Q. Did you tell him then that the man had· died in the 
stretcher? 

A. I did not, sir; I ham never been in the habit of giving 
him any information. 

Q. Don't you consider it your duty as prison keeper , 
there, in an extraordinary case like this, to give the infor
mation in order to clear yourself ? 

A. Well, I do not know that it is, sir; we have a surgeon 
and an assistant, and they have always given information 
to the county physician; I have always seen that they noti
fied him in case of a death there ; Dr. Phillips said be 
would notify him, and I presumed he did, because the 
doctor came at the time he said he would have the .post 
mortem. 

Q. Suppose that a prisoner had hung another man there, 
and you had found him dead, would you not have thought 
it your duty then to give the county physician that infor
mation, so that he could have ordered an inquest ? 

A. I don't think so, sir, because it was his place to 
inquire ; that was why he was sent for. 

Q. To investigate the matter, I suppose ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Then you would turn him into an investigating com

mittee? 
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A. I don't know about that; they are rather tedious. 
Q. The trouble is, that the county physician didn't think 

that it was his duty to investigate it? 
A. The law settles that; but he has always got his 

informatir,n from the doctor, or his assistant, or both ; the 
assistant is there at all times, and th~ surgeon is there once 
a day, and when he is sent for at other times. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. Have the acting inspectors free access to the book 
where you record the punishment? 

A. They have, sir; they look at it once a month. 
Q. Can you explain why they testified that they never 

knew that the record of" putting up" was in it ? 
A. I don't know why; it has been there for a good 

while; you will recollect that Mr. Howell said he con
sidered "dark cell in irons" a sufficient ent1·y, .. although he 
knew they had been put up; Mr. Butler testified the same 
thing; some time after I went there the matter attracted 

. my attention, and I ordered the marshal to make the 
proper entry; he put it down at first "ten" or "fifteen," 
whatever it might be, in small figures; that went on for 
some time, and I told him to write the word "up" also; 
but that has not been going on very long. 

Q. Have you got a copy of the letter that yon wrote to 
Sheriff Bellis? 

A. I have not, sir. 
Q. Do you remember what was in it? 
A. Very nearly, sir; he wrote to make the inquiry how 

Snook WPLS behaving; and I replied that he was doing very 
well now; that he had been a little unruly, and he had 
received some reformatory medicine, and I didn't anticipate 
any more trouble; that I considered him nothing more than 
a "country bully," any how; that is about my recollection 
of it. 

Q. Instead of calling it punishment you call it "reforma
tory medicine ?" 

A. That was what I put in, I think, 
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By Senator Plummer-

Q. Have you such an instrument in the New Jersey 
State Prison as is used for drawh1g or tying men up? 

A. There is an instrument there for tying men up. 
Q. What they have termed a "stretcher," I believe ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have such an instrument as that? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It is an instrument by which a man could bB drawn 

off of his feet ? 
A. Not by a man that is not heavier or stronger than 

him. 
Q. Is that instrument such that a man could be drawn 

off his feet by it ? 
A. He could if there was enough power on the other 

end. 
Q. Then he could be drawn off his feet? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Would you consider that mode of tying a man up, 

in the way prisoners are tied up in the New Jersey State 
Prison, corporeal punishment? 

A. Not in accordance with the letter of the law. 
Q. Would you, in your judgment, consider it so? 
.A. I consider that whenever you hurt the body it is 

corporeal punishment ; putting the handcuffs on the 
wrists, or feeding them on bread and water, is corporeal 
punishment? 

Q. Would you consider the tying of a man up corporeal 
punishment ? 

A. Yes, sir, I would ; but not in accordance with the 
law relative to the State Prison. 

Q. When you took charge of the New Jersey State 
Prison you found it very dirty and filthy, and in a badly 
ventilated condition? 

A. I did, sir. 
Q. You heard the testimony of the marshal of the 

prison, Mr. Perry, did you not? 
A. Yes, sir. 

59 
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Q. Were you present when he gave his testimony? 
Q. Yes, sir. 
Q. When Snook was taken out of the stretcher at four 

minutes to seven o'clock in the morning, was he taken 
down from any cause ? 

A. Mr. Perry reported to me why he took him down. 
Q. Then there was a cause for taking him down? 
A. Yes, sir; something was the matter with him. 
Q. He has admitted in the testimony that he suspected 

there was something wrong with him? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What time do you send men to work in the shops? 
A. That depends upon how soon it is light enough in 

the shops; we send them to work about twenty-five 
minutes past six from the first of March to N ovem
ber ~ from the first of November to the first of March we 
send them out as soon as it is light enough in the shop to 
go to work. 

Q. Between the first of November and the first of 
March do they go out before or after seven o'clock? 

A. I suppose a few minutes after seven o'clock. 
Q. Very near seven o'clock ? 
A. Very near seven o'clock. 
Q. You stated in your testimony that you expected this 

man to go to work the same day that he was put up. 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where a man is punished over night, or in the night, 

or early in the morning, do you expect him to go to work 
with the rest of the men at the regular time ? 

A. Not always, sir; I didn't expect to send this man out 
with the gang; I expected to send him immediately after
wards, because it takes all of our men to go with the men 
when we send them out; I expected to send him out 
immediately afterwards, so that he wouldn't lose any time. 

Q. The usual time of sending a man out from the month 
of November to the first of March, as near as your memory 
serves you, would be about seven o'clock? 

A. That depends altogether upon what time it is light 
enough in the shops ; about the 21st of December it is 
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sometimes half-past seven when it is light in the shops; 
there is no regular time. 

Q. I am endeavoring now to get an idea of the average 
time of sending them ont? 

A. About seven o'clock during those four months. 

By Senator Hendrickson-

Q. Have you ever made any application to the inspectors 
for any further privilege to punish prisoners, except what 
the law here gives you? 

A. I have never had any reason, sir; I have never kept 
a man in the dungeon for six days. 

Q. Were these rules that you laid down for the govern
ment of the prison adopted with the advice of the inspect
ors? 

A. No, sir ; the inspectors could see them there. 

By Mr. ~arramore-

Q. Is it not required by the law? 
A. Not at all, sir ; a part of them were old rules ; 

whether they were submitted to the inspectors I don't 
know ; I found some of them there. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. Did I understand you to say that these rules were 
posted up in the centre where anybody could see them ? 

A. They are, publicly. 

[By direction of the chairman the clerk read the resolu
tion of the House of Assembly relative to the right of offi
cial visitors to visit the State Prison]. 

By the Chairman-

Q. General Mott, I see that the law provides that the offi
cial visitors shall have the right to visit the State Prison; 
have you any rules with regard to that'? 

A. The rule is that any one can see a convict; they are 
brought to the centre to see them; the acting inspectors are 
the only ones allowed to go up to the cells. 
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Q. Is it your version of the law that an official visitor has 
the right to go through the prison whenever he pleases·! 

A. Not to converse with the prisoners whenever he pleases; 

it would be very demornlizing about the shops to talk to 
prisoners up there; with regard to the case of Mr. Deacon, I 
think that was hardly a fair test, because that was not going 
down to see an official visitor, but to see about private busi
ness, and Sooy's family bad requested that be should not 
see him. 

Q. We want to get at your views as to whether you have 
any rules in regard to that, and what rights you are willing 
to concede to them; your rule is that, if an official visitor 
comes there and inquires for a prisoner, you give him no 
more rights than any other person ? 

A. Yes, sir; an official visitor can see them in the centre 
in the absence of the keeper, but not any other visitor. 

Q. When an official visitor wants to see a prisoner, the 
mode is to send for the prisoner and bring him to the centre, 
and the deputy leaves him if required? 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. If not required the deputy stays in the same way as in 

the case of any other viRitor? 
A. Yes, sir ; those are the rules. 
Q. If an official visitor should come there and ask you to 

be taken to the cell to converse with a prisoner, would you 
allow it? 

A. _I probably would if the prisoner was alone; there are 
some three or four in a cell now ; it is much better to see 
them in the centre than in the cell now, because other con
victs would hear everything he said, otherwise he .would 
have to go up to the shops to see him. 

Q. You wouldn't allow an official visitor the privilege of 
going to the shop to talk to a prisoner 't 

A. I have never had to decide that question. 
Q. You have never been put to that test 't 
A. I have never been put to that test; I think they have 

got too much good sense to ask it. 
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Q. It wouldn't be good policy to do that'? 
A. Not at all, sir; it would be subversive of discipline. 
Q. Would you concede the right to an official visitor to 

go to the cell and talk to the prisoner if he was alone in the 
cell? 

A. The law says that they shall have the right to v1s1t 
the prisoners and the cells; it doesn't say to visit prisoners 
in their cells; I have never had that request until be made 
it; I don't know but what I am wrong about that; I think 
I have had this winter; but it is a great deal more pleasant 
for a man to see a convict in the centre than to go up in 
the cell, where there are two or three other prisoners; some 
of those large cells have four prisoners in ; very near all our 
cells have at least two. 

Q. The law says they can examine the cells'? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. But it doesn't go any further than that? 
.!J. No, sir. 
Q. What we want to get at is how far you would go with 

regard to the rights of official visitors? 
A. I have always considered that when they wanted to 

see a prisoner, the prisoner should be brought to the centre; 
that has always been the rule; I know the rule was adopted 
there a long while ago. 

A. As the keeper of the prison, you would give that as 
a rule-that as far as you would like to go with official vis
itors would be to have the prisoner called to the centre and 
then leave him to converse freely with the visitor, without 
any restraint. 

A. If they wished to do so. 
Q. You would not like to make it a rule that an official 

visitor should have the right to go to the cell and talk to a 
prisoner alone'? 

A. I would not, sir, unless there were some peculiar cir
cumstances about it; not as a general rule. 

Q. There might be an occasion when you would grant 
that? 
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Jl. Yes, sir. 

Q. But as a general rule you wouldn't like to do it 't 
A. No, sir ; not as a general rule, but there are excep

tions to all general rules. 

The Ohairman-

Q. We want to get at a general rule that you wou id be 
willing to accede to, in order that we might report as to the 
rights of official visitors. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. Some prisoners will not come down to the centre will 
they? 

A. There have been cases where they would not. 
Q. Could persons see them if they were not willing'? 
.A. I think that would be conceding almost too much ; if 

he is willing to see a man he might come down and see him ; 
there have been cases where prisoners didn't want to come 
down, and didn't want the man brought up to the cell. 

By Mr. Parramore-

Q. When you found that a convict didn't want to see a 
person, would you not force him to come down? 

.A.. I think that would be cruelty to bring him down to 
sec a person whom he didn't want to see-unless it was an 

oflic:er with a process. 

By Mr. Sykes-

Q. lt is always optional with a prisoner whether he will 
come down and see a person or not ? 

.A. Yes, sir; but they are generally anxious to see any
body; it is a little variety for them, and they are anxious 
to have people see them; that has always been the ru1e, f-'O 

far as I know; I knew the prison when it was in the ar
senal, in Mr .. Gaddis's time. 

By Mr. Pancoast-

Q. There was one of the members who wanted to see one 
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0£ the prisoners, but would not ask him to come down to 
the centre? 

.A. That prisoner has got two other prisoners in the cell 
with him ; it would be a great deal more pleasant to see 
bm down in the centre than to see him with two other con
victs. 

By the Chairman~ 

Q. Have you ever had an application from a member of 
the legislature to viti ·_t a prisoner in his cell ? 

A. That is just the case we were talking about ; yes, sir; 
I did have, but the prisoner has two other convicts; I was 
mistaken about the one Mr. Pancoast refers to; I know the 
one I thought he wanted to see has two other convicts in 
the cell with him, and it would be much better for him to 
come down and talk with him; I had that application. 

Q. Did you deny the man the right to visit the prisoner 
in his cell? 

.A. I told him that he had better see him in the centre ; 
that was the expression, and that was the reason ; because 
there were two other convicts in the cell with him, and he 
certainly couldn't. talk to him. 

Q. What do we understand by that, that you denied him 
that right? 

.A. I didn't exactly deny him; I thought it was a great 
deal more pleasant for him and for the convict also. 

Q. Your opinion of the law is that you had the right to 
deny him that privilege'! 

A. I think I bad, according to my version of the law, 

Slf. 

Q. Your version of it is that it does not grant the official 

visitor that right? 
· A. Not to go to the cell to converse with the prisoners, 
except under particular circumstances. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. You said, General Mott, that you have bad m the 

• 
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prison a death as sudden as that of Snook ; in the case you 
refer to, was there an inquest ? 

Ji. No, sir. 
Q. Did the man die in his cell? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was information of the death communicated to the 
county physician? 

A. It was, sir. 
Q. And he made all the inquiry which he deemed neces

sary? 

A. He made all the inquiry which he deemed necessary ; 
we have had a case since, too. 

Q. Since the death of Snook 'l 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Was it disposed of in the same way 'l 
A. In the same way, sir. 
Q. Without an inquest? 
A. Without an inquest, sir. 
Q. You spoke of Snook in your letter to Mr. Bellis, ac

cording to your recollection, as a "country bully"; what 
did you refer to 'l 

A. Well, I thought from what I had heard that he had 
got them all afraid of him up there; I had beard of their 
offering so much money for any one to go in and handcuff 
him, and that he had been a perfect terror to the commun
ity. 

Q. And it was only with reference to those traits in bis 
character that you spoke of him in that way ? 

A. Yes, sir ; not from anything he had done in the 
prison. 

Q. You had got your information relative to his charac
ter from Sheriff Bellis? 

A. A good deal of it, and from Mr. Bergen, the prosecu
tor, about t.he trouble he had had with him; Mr. Morris 
told me about his men being offered so much to handle 

him. 
Q. A question was asked of you with regard to the power 
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of the stretcher; you heard the testimony of Mr. Loder on 
that subject, did you not? 

.A.. I did, sir. 
Q. Do you think that his testimony in that regard was 

correct? 
A. I do, sir; I don't see how a man can have more pur

chase un one end of a rope than another man on the other. 
Q. If one man applies his strength to lift another, and 

the other man resists, applying his strength likewise, that 
would be so? 

A. I should think so. 
Q. In other words, there is no mechanical power there? 
A. None at all; in fact, it is rather against the man pull-

ing up, because he has to overcome the friction of the two 
wheels. 

Q. Another question was, whether you ever applied to 
the inspectors for the use of any of the modes of punish
ment referred to; you replied that you have not so applied? 

A. I have not, sir. 
Q. Did you give any reason why you have not 'l 
.11. I gave as a reason, that I had never kept a man in 

the dungeon over six days, which is the limit allowed me, 
without reference to the inspectors. 

Q. Then the reason you have not so applied is that you 
consider that the punishments that you have used have not 
been in excess of the power granted in that law 'l 

A. Not at all, sir ; they did not exceed what the law 
gives me a right to use. 

Q. With regard to the official visitors, you have never 
been called upon to express any opinion upon that law be
fore, have you ? 

A. I never have, sir. 
Q, And you have never had a controversy with an official 

visitor before this case of Mr. Deacon'? 
A. Never, sir. 
Q. From your experience, I presume you do not antici

pate any? 
60 



.A. I do not ; I would say that there is an old rule there 
that all visitors who wish to see convicts will see them in 
tl1e centre in the presence of an officer; as I said before, the 
oflkial visitor who wants to see a convict out of the presence 
of the officer can do so. 

By Mr. Pancoast-
• Q. Do you think a man could stand raised up there on 
tbe balls of his feet for three hours, · as has been testified 
here? 

A. I have heard of those cases, but I never saw it. 
Q. Do you think he could endure it'! 
A. I don't see why he should not, because it does not hurt 

any vital part, as the physicians have all testified. • 

By Mr. Parramore.:.____ 

Q. Do you remember that on the last day the committee 
was down there, there was a young man stretched up-a re
porter of one of the papers 't 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you remember who put him up? 
.fl. I cio not. 
Q. My object in asking was because Perry was a lighter 

mnn than the man who was put up? 
A. The man may have got up on his toes himself with

out any trouble; it is only when a man resists that there is 
any trouble. 

Mr. Kingman-In the same way that Dr. Elmer raised his 
feet clear of the floor. 

\iVitness-He raised himself up on purpose. 

By the Ohairman-
Q. Had that man who was found dead in his cell been 

sick for any length of time ? 
A. He was at work in the morning, came in at noon, aud 

died that evening. 
Q. He hadn't been punished that evening 't 
A. No, sir ; he had never been punished while he was 

there; the other case was where a man went to bed in his 
I 
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cell, and the first we knew of it was when his cellmate com· 
menced hallooing, and said there was a dead man there. 

Hon. W. Budd Deacon, appearing and asking permis 
sion of the Joint Committee to put some questions 
to the witness, it was 

Ordered, That the Hon. W. Budd Deacon be granted 
such permission. 

By Mr. Deacon-

Q. You say that the only persons that you have a11owed 
to go through the prison and talk to the prisoners in the 
cel1s are the imipectors ; do I understand that? 

A. As a general rule, sir. 
Q. Have you. on any occasion allowed anybody, except· 

ing those persons, to do so 't 
.!J. I allowed you once to go to the cell and talk to a 

prisoner. 
Q. I am speaking of official visitors, because I ;want to · 

keep within that; have you allowed any persons, designated 
as official visitors, other than inspectors, to converse with 

prisoners? 
A. I don't know that I have. 
Q. Have you not allowed Dr. Lilly, who is designated as 

an official visitor by law, to do so'! 
A. Not that I remember, sir; he has seen a number of 

persons in the centre; he is one of the official visitors of the 
Court of Pardon~. 

Q. Have you not allowed him to converse with p'risoners 
in their cells 't answer yes or no ? 

A. I don~t remember that I ever have, sir. 
Q. Do you remember of having allowed any other per· 

sons, named by the law as official visitors, to speak to pris
oners in the cells ? 

A. I do .not now, sir. 
Q. You have read the act of 1876, I suppose, designating 

who shall be official visitors? 
.11. Yes, sir; and it goes back to 1838. 

. ) 
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· Q. It designates the Governor of this State as one of the 
official visitors? 

A. It does, sir_ 

Q. If the Governor of this State were to apply to yoll for 
leave to speak to a prisoner in his cell, would you permit 
him to do so'! 

A. I might make an exception of that, as I might make 
an exception to all general rules. 

Q. If the Attorney General of the State were to ask you, 
would you allow him to do so? 

A. I might make an exception in that case. 
Q. Then you consider that you have a right to exercise 

your judgment about whom you will admit as official vis
itors? 

JI. [Addressing the Chairman. J I think this has gone 
far enough, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Deacon-

! claim that I have the right to go there; that I have the 
same rights and privileges that the Governer of this State 
would have; I asked him whether he would allow the 
Governor and Attorney General this privilege; now I want 
to ask him whether he would allow the speaker of the 
House and members of the legislature the privilege; and 
then why, I being a member of the legislature and also an 
official visitor,· he should discriminate against me. 

Witness-I can answer that very readily . 
• 

Q. Well, sir, why? 
.A. Because you wanted to see a convict that didn't want 

to see you. 
Q. Who was that person ? 

A. Sooy. 
Q. Did he ever tell you be didn't want to see me? 
A. He told my officers. 
Q. To your person.al knowledge, you don't know that he 

ever said so, do you? 
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A. I will not submit to be cross-questioned by you; I 
was also requested by the family not to let Mr. Deacon see 
him, and he wanted to see him on private business. 

Mr. Deacon-I am only speaking of the period since I 

have been a member of the legislature. 

Q. Do you say thaf when I made the application to see 
him, since I have been a member of the legislature, that I 
wanted to see him on private business ? 

A. I haven't the least doubt of it. 
Q. Well, then, you guess at it? 
A. I infer it from what you said ; you told me that yon 

were coming down to see Sooy, and I knew that neither he 

nor his family wanted to see you. 
Q. Who told you that 't 
A. Some of the family. 
Q. Which one of them '! 

Witness-Now you are going too far again. 

Q. Didn't Mr. Sooy say this-that he didn't want to come 
down in the centre to see anybody? 

A. He said he didn't want to come down to ~ee you, and 
didn't want you brought up to see him, so he told the 
officer. 

Q. Why was that officer? 
A. If the committee want to know I will tell them, but I 

wil1 not tell you; he is here; I will put him on the stand, 
and he will swear to it, too. 

Q. Who was the other member of the legislature that 
you refused permission to visit a prisoner'? 

.11. I don't know that I am at liberty to tell you ; the 
committee know it-a portion of it anyhow. 

Q. Was it not Mr. Oavileer? 
A. If the committee wish me to answer that question I 

will do so. 

Mr. Deacon-The object that I have in view is this-to 

know why the keeper discriminates; why be will allow 
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some members of the iegislature this privilege and prohibit 

others. 

The Chairman-[ addressing Mr. Deacon,] Have you any
thing further that comes within our scope? 

By Mr. Deacon-· 

Q. How do you reconcile that section of the law, where 
it says that official visitors can visit the cells, with your 
po~ition in prohibiting them from speaking to a prisoner; 
what do you unclerstand that the legislature intended when 
they said that those officials could visit the cells? 

A. l am not here to interpret what the legislature means. 
Q. How do you interpret that part of the act, then'! 
A. I am not here to interpret the act at all. 
Q. You have given your opinion of the law? 
A. Well, that is official. 

Mr. Deacon-I will ask no further questions; General 
Mott has stated that neither Mr. Sooy nor his family desired . 
that be should see me ; I desire now to take the testimony 
of members of the family and also of the prisoner himself, 
to know whether that was the case ; I don't want to be put 
in a false position. 

The Chairman-That questio11 , as to whether that would 
come within our scope, the committee will have to decide 
after consultation. 

Mr. Kingman-We had some members of the family here 
to testify on that subject; but we did not think it was 
within the scope of this investigation, and they were dis
missefl. 

Mr. Kingman, on behalf of State Prison keeper Mott, 
asks permission to sum up the testimony and present 
the facts before the Joint Committee, and that a day 
may be appointed for the purpose. 

The Chairman-I will lay the matter before the committee 

for their decision, and let you know. 



1'lwmas J. Corso~, a witness heretofore sworn before tl::.t 
J oiu t Committee, being recal~ed, testified as follows : 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. You were sworn in this case before, I think ? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Is there any statement or any correction of your 

statement that you wish to make? 
A. Yes, sir ; decidedly. 
Q. Will you please state to the committee what it is? 
A. I stated before the committee t.hat I had never heard 

or read of such a thing as burning the flesh to discover 
whether a person was feigning disease, and that it was 
l>rutal; subsequent evidence has been adduced, which, if 
uncontradicted, would indicate that I was either ignorant 
or had misrepresented; and I therefore ask permission to 
give the testimony of the most eminent surgical and medi
cal men now living in this country-Doctors Thomas G. 
Morton, D. Hayes Agnew, William Hunt and J. H. Hutch
inson, of Philadelphia, whose opinions represent the pres
ent advanced stage of medical and surgical science. 

Q. Do you give them as authorities? 
A. l gi Ve those as authorities, equal to any authorities 

that can be adduced in print or otherwise-men whose 
reputation is known all over the country; I addressed ·a 

letter to Dr. Morton, part of which he answers categori
cally and part of which he answers in detail. 

Mr. Kingman-Is this a correction of the witness's testi
mony, or is a reopening of the discussion of the doctors. 

Witness-It is in corroboration of what I have testified 
to. 

The Chairman-Dr. Corson is the accuser in this case; 
he gives this as his version of the testimony. 

Mr. Kingman-No, sir; as that of another physician. 
The Chairman-Since that time Dr. Phillips has brought 

forward testimony to show that this is proper treatment. 
Mr. Kingman-And referred to a great many authori

ties. 
The Chairman-Yes, sir; and Dr. Cors0n proposes to 

bring other authorities. 
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Mr. Kingman-Those gentlemen, being living witneRses, 
might be summoned here, or these questions might have 
been framed by the comrnitt~e to be presented to them; 
they have been presented ex parte, and, therefore, I believe 
the committee have no concern in this matter, and I object 

·to their presentation. 
Witness-I ask the same right that has been accorded 

to others; Dr. Wood has been quoted; he is living and 
has not been brought here; I ask the same privilege of 
corroborating my testimony that has been given to others; 
and I think the committee in fairness will grant it. 

After argument the Joint Committee decide to admit 
the testimony. 

The Chairman-Go on and make your statement. 
Witness-I will read the corresponden.ce : 

"TRENTON, March 1st, 1878. 
" DEAR DocToR : 

•'Enclosed you will find a report of the testimony given 
last evening before the State Prison Investigating Commit
tee. By reference to the testimony of Drs. Phillips, Shep
herd, Coleman and Elmer, you will see that they swore 
that 'burning the flesh with alcohol,' the ' moxa' and the 
'act11al cautery' had been recommended by 'eminent 
men ' as a ' test ' in cases of supposed feigned disease. 

" You would confer a special favor byanswering the fol
lowing questions . 

" 1st. D'o you know of any medical author who recom
mends the use of 'burning the flesh by alcohol,' or burning 
the flesh at all, as a 'test' in feigned or supposed feigned 
diseases? 

"I do not. 
" '..'.'.d. Do you know of any medical author who recom

mends the use of the moxa as a test ? 
"I do not. 
" 3d. Do you know of any author who recommends the 

actual cautery as a test? 
"I do not. 
'' 4th. Do you know of any 'eminent' surgeons or physi-
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cians who recommend or practice 'burning the flesh,' the 
'moxa' and the ' actual cautery' as a 'test?' 

''I do not. 
"5th. Have yon ever used these means as 'tests' in cases 

of supposed feigned diseases ? 
"No. 
"6th. Have you known other prominent surgeons and 

physicians to use these means as tests~ 
"Never. 
"Please girn me your opinion, as fully as yon have time 

to do so, as to the propriety or necessity of using these and 
other violent 'tests' in the discovery of feigning disease; 
also whether all feigned diseases cannot be exposed by 
milder measures. Make any suggestions npon the subject 
yon may think proper. What is the general opinion of the 
medical fraternity as to the use of these severe tests? 

" You would confer a great favor upon me by answering 
this in time for me to receive your communication by .Mon
day afternoon next, as I wish, with your permission, to 
make use of your answer. Please return this letter with 
your answer, as I write in haste and have no time to make 
a copy. I will need it for reference. 

"Yours sincerely, 
"THOS. J. CORSON. 

" THos. G. MoRTON, M. D." 

" MY DEAR DocTOR-

" In answer to yours of yesterday I may state that after 
more than twenty years of experience in hospital and 
private practice, and also as consulting surgeon in the 
Mower U nitecl States Hospital of 5,000 beds, and otherwisB 
during the war, having a hospital of my own, I have never 
known of the use of hot water, the actual cautery, or the 
moxa used in cases you refer to. A careful and intelligent 
practitioner, with watchfulness, and some knowledge of 
human natme, can usually detect the difference bet~een 
real and feigned disease; occasionally the use of ether, 
as m feig-ned aphonia, or electricity in · feigned palsies, 

61 
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may be judiciously m:nployed. I have answered the 
questions you have submitted to me, and also presented 
the same to Professor D. H. Agnew, of the University of 
Pennsylvania, and to Doctors \Vil1iam Hunt, J. H. Hutch
inson and others, all of long experience and well known; 
Neither of these gentlemen have ever used or known the 
tests you refer to to have ·been used to determine feigned 
disease ; and they all condemn in the strongest terms the 
said tests by any practitioner or others, characterizing the 
same as cruel and brutal, and totally unnecessary in 
determining that which may be done by simpler and a far 
more humane method. Such tests have certainly been 
sug-gested, perhaps practiced, but in these times of our 
increased facilities for effecting a diagnosis, no one would 
be in the least justified in resorting to such harsh 
measures~ nor would the profession here, at least, uphold 
any one performing such experiments. To burn one sus
pected of feigning disease can be done with impunity 
where the subject is shut out from the busy world, without 
means to let his wrongs be known; but in private practice 
a course such as you have referred to would end, I think 
justly, in a verdict, 'malpractice,' and without the usual 
recommendation for mercy. At the Pennsylvania Hospital 
many such cases of feigned disease in sailors and others 
have been admitted, but in no instance for at least fifty 
years- (Mr. Malin, my informant, has been there fifty-two 
years)-have the means you refer to ever been adopted. 

"Very truly yours, 
"THOMAS G. MORTON, M. D. 

'' Phifa., 1421 Chestnut st., March 3, 1878." 

I offer that as testimony to prove that what I stated was 
true. 

Q. Is there anything further that you wish to state~ 
A. Yes, sfr; there are sorne things that I wish to refer 

to; in the newspaper report of my evidence it is stated 
that I said that the prisoners were not chained in such a 
way that they could not get to the water closet ; I intended 
to say that they ·were chained in such a vmy that they could 



483 

not get to the stool; I am reported as saying that I thought 
Dr. Bodine succeeded me ; it is an error; Dr. John L. 
Taylor succeeded me; Dr. John W. Ward, of the asylum, 
came to see me personally, and his evidence disagrees with 
mine so much that I here repeat that he stated to me that 
the man who was received from the prison had a severe 
Lurn, whether upon the back or thigh . I cannot say ; he 
had a "severe burn," which must have been produced 
by "horrible treatment;'' that is what Dr. J olm W .. 
Ward told me ; and my statement will conflict with 
his, I know; Doctor Phillips states, as reported in the 
paper, that he did not tell Doctor Corson that the "boot
heel gag" was painful; I did not say that he did; my pre~ 
sentment to the grand jury does not pretend to be iJ.1 this 
language, ex(mpt in two cases, where I used quotation marks; 
Doctor Phillips says, as reported, that he did not describe 
the "paddle" as an instrument of punishment in the prison; 
he did; Doctor Phillips says he did not describe any pun
ishment called a " stretcher ;" he did not use the word 
" stretcher ;'' he used either " stringing up," "hanging up,'' 
or "pulling up." 

Q. This word "stretcher" is yours '~ 

A. Yes, sir-as being most appropriate for the descrip
tion of the instrument; Doctor Phillips states in his 
evidence that he did not state that the man's feet "\Vere 
fastened to the floor ; Doctor Phillips did tell me that the 
man's feet were fastened to the floor, when he was hanging 
up, stretched up, or what we call now, in a " stretcher ; '' 
Dr. Phillips states that he did not state that the alcohol 
wa.s put on the man's back; he used the word "back,'' 
although he evidently meant the word "thigh;" Dr. 
Phillips states tliat "Dr. Corson's statement as to my con
versation with him, when he named and described the 
'stretcher,' is not true ; " the material points, the essential 
points of my statement, are true. 

Q. Dr. Phillips stated that it was not true that he used 
the word" stretcher?" 

A. As reported in the papers it is, that "Dr. Corson's 
statement as to my conversation, where he names and 
describes the ' stretcher,' is not true." 
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Q. He did not ·use the word "stretcher" at all? 
A. He says, where I described what I call the "stretcher," 

and I wish to say that every essential . statement is true, i.t 
is a question of veracity between the doctor himself and me, 
which must be settled by the public; he says that he didn't 
tell me that Doctor Ward found a sore on the prisoner that 
was sent to the asylum ; he did not say anything to ine 
about Doctor Ward; Doctor Phillips states in his evidence 
that he did not tell General Mott what kind of a test he 
was going to apply in the case of Friedlander; whether he 
applied to General Mott is more than I can say, but he did 
state to me that he got the keeper's promise to sustain him 
before he applied the test. 

By Mr. Kingman--

Q. You say Dr. Phillips told you that the paddle 
was used? 

A. He did. 
Q. When did he tell yon so? 
A. I don't remember the date now, sir; it is in my pre

sentment; on the day on which he visited me. 
Q. How did he describe it? 
A. He didn't give a full description ; he was speaking 

in rather a boasting way of what they were doing at the 
prison; among other things, that they used the paddle. 

Q. Did you ever hear of its use in the prison? 
A. Never. 
Q. Don't yon know from all the witnesses that have 

been examin~d here that sneh a thing has never been used 
in the prison ? 

A. I am satisfied it never has been used. 
Q. What do you suppose would be the object of Dr. 

Phillips in telling a falsehood of that kind? 
A. I don't know, sir; I cannot imagine what induces 

any man to do such a thing. 
Q. Do you imagine that he was "loading" yon? 
A. I don't know what his object was; it is possible that 

he was ; but I don't think I was much" loaded;" I don't 
believe any such thing was used there. 
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Q. And you want this committee to 1elieve that he 
made that statement to you? 

A. I want every man to believe what I say. 
Q. When Dr. Phillips' statement is corroborated that it 

was not used ? 
A. I never charged that it was used, except upon 

information giveu by Dr. Phi1lips- either that or anything 
else. 

Q. And be told yon, you say:, in )'our- testimony, that 
they were "handcuffed and drawn np to the ceiling as 
tightly as possible '1" 

A. Not to the ceiling, but that they were drawn up as 
1 

tightly as possible towards the ceiling. 
Q. And you wish to correct that statement? 
A. I do, sir; because I never made any such statement; 

my statement was not read to me, consequently I dou't 
know how it appears there, but I do wish to get it right. 

Q. Where did you get the testimony of the physfrians 
to whom you refer in your letter to Dr. Morton? 

A. From Dr. Morton's letter. 
Q. Where did yon g8t the report of the testimony given 

here of the conversations ? 
A. In the daily newspapers. 
Q. Then that is all you know about the testimony- that 

yon find it in the daily papers? 
A. All I know, sir, is from the newspapers. 
Mr. Kingman-The committee will find that the state

ment, with regard to the testimony, is not sustained by the 
testimony as it was reported; Dr. Elmer was simply asked 
whether the authorities referred to were accepted authori
ties in the profession ; and he answered that they were; he 
gave no testitnony upon the subject of its application to 
the case whatever. 

Witness-It a:t>pears by the newspape1's that he did. 
Q. What did you mean when yon told this committee 

that Dr. Phillips told you that the man was put upon this 
instrument and stretched~ 

A. I didn't use the word " upon," sir; put up on this 
instrument and stretched ; that is the mistake. 

.. 



+ 

486 

Q. Did Dr. Phillips tell you that the convict was 
" stretched upon an instrument ?" 

A. I think he did not nse the word "stretched." 
Q. Then why did yon nse it in giving your testimony~ 
A. Because it is an appropriate word to describe the 

instrument. 
Q. Then you were pretending to give his statement and 

pntting language in his mouth that he did not use? 
A. No, sir; I am not; I am stating the facts. 
Q. You said that he represented that a man was 

"stretched" upon the instrument; now you say he did 
not use the word " stretched ?" 

A. I don't know that he did. 
Q. Then you misrepresented him before the committee 

in that respect ? 
A. That is false. 
Q. You say further that "he was put on this instrument 

and stretched again;" did Dr. Phillips say that? 
A. He stated that he was put on, or in this instrument, 

and pulled up or strung up, somehow or other ; that he 
was taken down, didn't seem to be suffieiently cured of his 
shamming, and was put up, or on, or in, the instrument 
again. 

Q. Then he did not, in his interview ·witl1 you, state at 
all that the convict was "stretched?" 

A. No, sir ; he didn't use that term. 
Q. Then you are misreported in the use of that word? 
A. I used the word to express the same meaning ; two 

words can very readily express the same idea. 
Q. You were asked by the State Prison keeper, in your 

former examination, this question: "Were they allowed 
to visit the water closet when you were physician ?"- in 
describing the dungeon punishment ; your ansv;rer is, 
" No, sir." 

A. That is what I intended to answer, but I was mis
reported in the newspapers; that was my answer. 

Mr. Kingman-I cannot, of course, examine upon letters 
predicated t~pon a statement taken from a newspaper as a 
report of the testimony ; because, as it is read it is evidently 
an incorrect statement of the testimony given ; and th~re-
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fore I shall not refer to that except merely to say that such 
evidence has never been admitted in any inves6gation I 
have ever heard of. 

Witness- A letter from Doctor :Morton is as much 
evidence as a book. 

David Warman, a witness heretofore sworn before the 
Joint Committee, being recalled, testifies as follows : 

By the Chairman-

Q. Do you wish to make any correction in the testimony 
that you gave the other night, or any more authorities on 
the subject of stringing a person np, or of putting alcohol 
upon a person and burning it, as a test for feigned diseases? 

A. Yes, sir; I would like to give the committee a little 
more light on the subject ; there seems to be a difference 
on the subject ; a former witness testifies that there was 
authority for burning the :flesh or skin with the actual cau
tery, the moxa, etc.; I couldn't find any such authority, and 
at the request of one of the c01rnnittee I wrote to Prof. 
Hammond, an eminent man in the profession, formerly 
Surgeon General of the United States Army, and at present 
Professor of Mental and Nervous Diseases in Bellevue 
Hospital :Medical College ; I received his reply, which I 
would like to give the committee as additional authority on 
this question of barbarous treatment in feigned diseases. 

Q. Does he refer to any authority? 
A. Yes, sir. 
The Chairman-You might just leave the letter in the 

hands of the committee. 
·witness-I don't believe you could read it ; I could read 

it for you ; it took me some time to decipher it ; also a let
ter from Prof. Louis A. Sayre on the same subject, in 
which he gives a number of authors, and they both state 
that there is no author in the Anglo-Saxon language that 
recommends such treatment in feigned diseases, especially 
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in feigned epilepsy ; I can very soon read them if the com
mittee wi11 hear them ; they are very short ; the first letter 
is from Prof. Sayre : 

" 285 FIFTH A VENUE--

Dr. Phillips- The letters to which those are answers had 
better be read first. 

Witness-I haven't the letter at present. 
Dr. Phillips-Then I object to their being read. 
The Chairman-Have you not got a copy of it? 
Witness--! have a copy of it, but left it home: the ques-

tions are here noted in the letter: 

"In answer to yonr question" (he Brtys), "whether I 
wonld advise the nse of the actnal cautery, moxa or any 
other cruel or barbarous treatment as a means of diagnosis 
in feigned epilepsy I would reply that I would not advise 
such treatment, and certainly would not practice it myself. 
The subject is now so thoroughly understood and fully 
<lescribed by Watson, Aitken, Wood, Brown-Sequard, 
Hammond and other standard anthors, that it seems to me 
entirely unnecessary to resort to any cruel or barbarous 
means in order to accurately diagnosticate the disease, if it 
really exists; and any attempt to feign or simulate it can 
be detected by a competent observer. 

"Yours, respectfully, 
"LOUIS A. SAYRE." 

Dr. Hammond says: 

"DEAR Srn: 

"43 WEST FIFTY-FOURTH STREET, I 
NEW YORK, March 2d, 18 78. ) 

"In reply to your communication of the 1st inst., I have 
to say that in former times (at about the same period that 
the insane were loaded with chains and flogged) it was the 
habit with some medical men of armies a11d ·prisons to use 
torture as a means of detecting snpposed malingerers; such 
procednres were, however, even then discountenanced by 
the vast majority of physicians and surgeons of all conn-
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tries; they were ne,·er advised by Anglo-Saxon writers 
either of Great Britain or of this countr.'r' and at the 
present day would not be for a moment tolerated in any 
a_rmy or prison of any civilized nation. 

"In regard to them Dr. Boisseau, of the French army, 
and Professor in the Army Medical College at Val de 
Grace, says* in one of his lectnres, speaking of simulated 
epilepsy: 

"'The state of sensibility of the skin and mucous mem
branes is worthy of attention, and has been taken advant
:ige of to prove the existence of real or feigned dis
ease. At one time physicians seem to have exerted 
all their ingenuity to devise the most painful and 
barbarons tests. I cannot mention all, but the following 
are a few to which i·econrse was often had. A sharply 

· pointed piece of steel pressed against the skin was sug
gested by Fielitz; Fodere and Pei·cy advised the use of 
the actual cantery; Kirchkoff, melting sealing wax dropped 
on the skin; Weber, the bastinado; De Haven, letting cold 
water fall on the head. Recourse was also had to :flagella
tion with nettle~. To ascertain the degree of sensibility of 
the rrnsal mucous membrane, various agents have been 
recommended; and disagreeable snbstances have been intro
duced into the mouth for the pmpose of exciting evidences 
of sensibility. It has even been urged that pepper, cayenne, 
or brandy, should be pnt nnder the eyelids, by which a 
most atrocious pain would be pr9duced if sensibility existed, 
and serious jnjnry whether jt we1~e present or not. 

"Please to remember what I have said to you related to 
the use of all pai11fnl tests, and I shall not have to insist 
that all are more akin to tortnre than to treatment or in ves
tigation. All such violent procedm·es must be entirely 
avoided. 

"Accordi11g to my expei·ience no such methods, or any 
at all, of the character of those yon ref er to, are or ever 
have been in use in the United State8 army. I have 

*Des Maladies SimuleeA et des moyens de leE reconnaitre. Paris, 1870, 
p. 93. 
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known malingerers to be punished, but that is no part of 
the duty of the medical officer. 

" Again, all authorities declare that such methods of 
torture are not well adapted to get at the truth, for the 
malingerer will generally resist any pain rather than expose 
himself to detection. De Haven relates the case of a 
woman who exhibited the scars of three extensive burrts, 
which a surgeon had given her in order to ascertain 
whether or not she was feigning a disease. and without 
success. She endured the t01:tnre without giving a sign of 
sensibility. 

"To your second qnestion I have to answer that I do not 
employ or reco~mend such tests. The simple test of the 
pupH-one that is infallible, and which no malingerer can 
avoid-is most ample for the examination of any suspected 
case of feigned epilepsy. In addition, the slightest touch 
on the eye with the end of the finger wi11 at once show the 
true nature of the affection, whether real or feigned. 

"There is hence no reason why the means you men
tioned should ever be employed by the skillful physician. 

"There is a good deal more to be said on this subject, 
but I presume you will find my answers sufficiently explicit 
as to the point. 

"Yours sincerely, 

"WU.LIAM A. HAMMOND. 
"Dr. DAvrn WAH.MAK, 

"Trenton, New Jersey." 

By the Ohairrnan-

Q. Is is not necessary to use some tests in order to find 
whether such a disease as epilepsy is feigned or whether it 
is real? 

A. The same tests that we use in real diseases. 
Q. The supposition first, then, is, that it is real? 
A. No, sir; a feigned thing cannot be real. 
Q. Can you tell the cUfference without applying some 

tests ? 
A. Oh, yes, sir; we have to use tests, of course, but only 

the same test that we use in real diseases. vVe have no 
authority to use any others. 
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Witness-I would also like to state a further authority 
from the Edinburgh Medical Journal-an article written by 
Dr. George Wilson, an Edinbmgh antliority. ThiR is the , 
last of seven articles on tl1e sn bject. They were written in 
1871. He is a snperintendrnit uf prisons in Scotland, 
Ireland and "\Vales: 

"Ox F1m1:x1m DrnEASEs, T11Ern DETEC'mJN .\_~D :MANAGE

::\.f1'.:XT. ....... -x· ·:+ In bringing this ·sketch of feigned 
diseases to a conclusion I am afraid that its practical utility 
may be somewhat curtailed owing to the special standpoint 
from which alone I could treat the subject clinically, and 
as a matter of personal observation and experience. But 
though the class of patients may vary, the same differential 
data are as generally applicable in the detection of feigned 
diseases as are physical signs and symptoms in the diagnosi~ 
of real disease ; .and hence it is chiefly in the rnanagernent of 
feigned cases that the circumstances of the patient take 
effect. It is true, the prison surgeon possesses facilities for 
enforcing strict observation, and. the carrying out of his 
instructions, that are not at the disposal of those engaged 
in general practice, but he is none the less bound to obey 
those dictates of humanity which secure to the suspected 
schemer the 'benefit of the doubt,' and to the undoubted 
schemer protection from any kind uf medical treatment 
bordering on the crnel or barharons.'~ 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Dr. Warman, since your examination with reference 
to your test of the stretcher, yon stated to me that when 
you made that experiment your whole weight was sus
pended by the wtists; that was C'orrect, was it not~ 

A. Yes, sir, it was; I visited the shop to-day to know 
what kind of a stretcher I was stretched on, and I foun<l 
that it was a chain over a double pulley ; I was stretched 
so that my feet just touched the floor; but he pulled me 
up, and told me when I got enough I should say so; and 
he pulled me up until I was thoroughly stretched. 
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By the Uhairman-

Q. Your whole weight resting upon your wrists? 
A. I think it was; my feet just touched the floor. 
· Q. Did you stretch any higher than the balls of your . 

feet? 
A. No, sir ; I wasu't strung up clear of my feet, but 

there wasn't much support on the feet; my hands were 
blue and numb. 

Q. In stretching a man up so that the balls of his feet 
touch the floor, you think the weight would be on the 
wrists? 

A. Nearly, sir; the weight in my case was 011 the 
wrists. 

Q. Could a man be stretched up in any other way? 
Must not his weight rest either on the wrists or on the 
feet? 

A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Kingman--

Q. If he could rest the balls of his feet on the floor, he 
could rest his weight upon th~n1? 

A. I should think so, unless he was stretched so that he 
Gouldn't; that is the ·way I was stretched; the most of my 
weight ·was rested on my wrists ; I was pulled up until I 
said stop. 

By :Mr. Rue-

Q. How long did you remafo up? 
A. T·wo minutes. 

J. I. B. Ribble, a witness heretofore sworn before the 
Joint Committee, being recalled, testifies as follows: 

Examined by the Chairman-

Q. Do you desire to mnke any correction of your evi-
dence? 

A. No, sir; I stand by what I said. 
Q. Do you wish to give any authorities to corroborate it? _ 
A. I have no letters, sir ; I have looked at all the books · 

that I have been able to put my hand on ; I have con-
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sulted Dr. Wood; I have consulted Tripmer; I have 
consulted Watson; I have consulted Aitken, and others, 
by the way, who do not speak one way or the other about 
feigned diseases, but all the authorities-likewise Beck, in 
his Medical Jurisprudence-and none of them recommend 
any violent measures to detect feigned diseases; where 
they express an opinion at all, they condemn it, or say that 
it should be used with great care; that the suspected indi
vidual should have the benefit of the doubt, and that it 
might produce very serious injury ,in a real case of disease 
to use violent measures, such as burning with the actual 
cautery, or any other serious physical injury; it is likewise 
not necessary in the detection of ·feigned epilepsy to resort 
to such mea11s, accnrding to all the authorities I have read; 
I wish to make one little statement with regard to stretch
ing up, as it has now come to be classically called; I was. 
in the stretcher myself; I was stretched up in the same 
i11strument Dr. W armau described, so far that I could not 
rest-well, I could just rest my weight on the ends of my 
feet; but the great portion of my weight was on my wrifits; 
and very quickly the muscles here [indicating the legs] 
would give out, so that I couldn't rest myself there at all, · 
and then the whole weight came on my wrists; the punish
ment in it is somewhat in accordance with the weight of a . 
man's body. 

Q. A man weighing 200 pounds would suffer more than 
a man weighing 150? · 

A. Yes, sir, and in a shol't time suc:h treatment would 
paralyze his hands. 

By Mr. Kingman-

Q. Do you think it would be more severe if he was 
stretched up by his heels ·~ 

.A. Yes, sir; he would very quickly die. 

The Joint Committee then adjourned till Monday, March 
11, 1878, at three o'clock in the afternoon, at the same 
place. 
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At which time and place the Joint Committee met pur
suant to adjournment. 

Present-Hon. Messrs. Moore, Hendrickson and Plummer, 
members of the Joint Committee on the part of the Senate; · 

and Hon. Messrs. Sykes, Rue and Malone, members of the 
Joint Committee on the part of the House. 

Hon. William Budd Deacon, a member of the House 

of Assembly, appearing before the Joint Committee 
and asking leave io make a statement, it was 

Ordered, That Mr. Deacon have leave to make suc.:h 
statement; and, 

Hon. W illiarn Bud<l. Deacon made a statement accord
ingly, in the coun;e of which he presented the following 
affiday it : 

MouN'r HOLLY, N .. J., March 9, 1878. 
vV. BUDD DEACON, Esq., 

DEAR Sm :- In reply to your interrogation of tl1is Jate, 
I have to say: 

1. That I never asked the prison officials to refuse you 
permission to visit my father. 

2. That, so far as I am informed, no mem Ler of the family 
ever expressed a desire that you should not be permitted 
to see him. 

3. 'I1hat in the fall of 1876, at your request, I addressed 
a letter to my father requesting him to see you in the centre, 

on private business, which he did, as I afterwards learned 

from both you and him. 
4. That soon after the appointment of General Mott, as 

prison keeper, my father notified the prison officials that 

he did not desire to see visitors, and that he would regard 

it as a favor if they would refuse applicants permission to 

visit his cell. 
I owe it to General Mott and his subordinate officers, to 

say that their treatment of m.Y father and his famil.Y has 
been uniformly kind and courteous. 

Truly yours, 

MARK R. SOOY. 
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P. S.-I may add that I never heard my father say that 
he did not wish to see you, and I have no reason to be11eve 
thnt he would have refused to Flee you. 

M. R. SOOY. 

The truth of the foregoing statements were sworn to 
before me this e1eventh day of March, A. D. 1878. 

J AS. H. GASKILL, M. C'. C'. 

The State Prison Physician-Mr. Chairman and gentle
men of the committee: 

I desire to occupy your attention but a short time, on the 
point of the modes of detection of feigned diseases. 

In cases of epileptic feigning, for instance, there are cer
tain modes of detection laid down in the hooks, and which 
are familiar to all intelligent men, such as the di"latation 
and incontractility of the pupil, which it is said cannot be 
imitated. Romburg, a standard author and authority on 
nervous diseases, speaks of this as the most tru:;tworthy 
sign, but he says, at the same time, that reflex irritability 
may be present, and thus the eyelid may wink when 
touched with a feather, &c. If this dilatation and immo
bility of the pupils cannot be imitated or feigned, they can 
be produced by artificial means ; as for example, by the 
application of atropine to the eye. 

Woodman & Tidy, in their book on Forensic Medicine, 
pn blished in 1877, use the following language: 

"But the most experienced directors of asylums and hos
pital physicians sometimes have been deceived." 

Guy, in his Forensic Medicine, speaks in similar terms of 
the impossibility in all cases of distinguishing the feigned 
from the true disease without the use of severe external ap
plications. On this account severe applications, such as the 
actual cautery, the moxa, potential cauteries, issues, setons, 
&c., have been recognized by the majority of authors who 
have written on the subject of feigned diseases. 

The celebrated chemical teacher, Trousseau, relates this 
instance, which occurred to Esquirol, the great modern au-

.. 
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thority on insanity. Esquirol, Trousseau, and Ualmiel were 
talking upon this very subject at the asylum at Charenton, 
when suddenly Calmiel fell down on the floor in violent 

convulsions. After examining him for a moment: Esquirol 
turned around to Trousseau, exclaiming, "Poor fellow! he 
is epileptic."; whereupon Calmiel arose and a8ked Esquirol 
whether he would still persist in thinking epilepsy could 

not be feigned. 
Severe test8 are recognized by Professor Dunglison in his 

Medical Dictionary in tbe article on feigned disease8, from 
whi.ch I will read \this is the edition of 1874): 

"FEIGNED DrsEASES.-The tricks emp1oyed by imposters 
to induce a belief that they are attacked with diseases, when 
they are not. These are generaJly assnmcd by beggars to 
obtain alms, by criminals to escape punishment, and by 
soldiers to exempt from duty or to be discharged from the 

service. 
"'l'he following table exhibits the chief feigned, pretended, 

simulated or exciterl diseases or di squalifications, with the 
me~ns of detection : 

"Apoplexy is feigned by fallin g down~ a8 if deprive<l of 
8ensation and consciousness. It is detected by powerful 
8timulants and electric shock, application of hot water, stern
utatories, actual cautery, &c. Catalepsy, by seeming to be 
suddenly motionless, the joints remaining flexible, and ex
ternal objects making no impression. Detected by powerful 
stimulants, as recommended u11der Apoplexy ; letting fall a 
drop of boiling water on the back, proposing to use the ac
tual cautery, and seeing whether the pulse rises. Convul
sions, when feigned, do not present the rigidity of muscles 
or the rapidity of action whi~h characterize the real. The 
mode of detection must be the same as in epilepsy. In epi· 
lepsy, the foaming at the mouth has been produced by keep
ing a piece of soap in it. Sensation in epilepsy is totally 
abolished. If any remain, disease probably feigned. In
contracticity of pupil, which occurs in epilepsy, cannot be 

feigned. Same means to be used ns in feigned apop1exy. 
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Paralysis: Violent remedies are here required, cold affo. 
sions, actual cautery, electric shocks, &c.; by Anoosthetics, 
as under Aphonia." 

In this connection I desire to call your attention to the 
evidence of Dr. Ribble on this subject, in response to one 
or two questions which I asked him. 

Another authority, which I shall quote, is Guy's Forensic 
.Medicine, in which I read from page 194: 

"The best criterion is the entire absence of sensibility in 
the true epileptic seizure, while in attacks of feigned epilepsy 
the use of appropriate stimulants will elicit some sign of 
sensibility. The stimulants recommended are the vapors of 
hartshorn or sulphurous acid gas applied to the nose, snuff 
or other strenutatories, a morsel of assafretida introduced 
into the nostrils, a few drops of alcohol or turpentine poured 
into the eye, aloes and salt in solution, mustard or common 
salt placed in the mouth. The sudden application of hot 
water, or of actual flame have been recommended." 

Niemeyeis' Practice of Medicine, edition of 1872, is the 
next work I shall refer to, page 368 : 

''The an ;:esthesia is often enough cleverly imitated, and 
we must not expect that all malingerers will wi.nce when 
burnt, pricked or pinched, although such reaction hardly 
ever fails to occur when a violent stimulus of this kind is 
applied to them unawares and suddenly." 

Now I read from the Library of Practical Medicine, an 
article on Epilepsy, written by John Hughes Bennett, where 
be sayR: 

ii Real may be detected from feigned epilepsy during the 
paroxysm by the sudden application of any substance caus
ing great irritation. If sensibility is manifested we may 
consider the individual an imposter." 

From Chrisholm's Manual of Military Surger.Y, (which 
was a work prepared for the use of surgeons in the Confed
erate States army,) page 445: 

·"A drop of turpentine or alcohol in the eye of such an 
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one will, without doing harm, bring his acting to a speedy 
close." Also on page 442 : 

"I have cured a pain of six months' standing in a ma
lingerer by the use of the actual cautery, and the promise 
that if the first application did not remove all the pain, the 
second would most certainly effect it." 

In Fo"rensic Medicine, by Woodman & rridy, a recent 
work published last year, pages 808-9 : 

''Many such cases have been unmasked by threats or "by 
quietly bringing something sharp or hot in contact with 
some part of the body. Calmiel is said to have unmasked 
one man who fell into a (pretended) fit on a heap of straw 
in the street, by giving orders for the straw to be fired." 

In Flint's Practice of Medicine, page 708: 
''Let the duration of the fit be noted, the convulsions 

will be likely to be unduly prolonged. Let it be ascertained 
if, accompanying and succeeding convulsions be connected 
with insensibility to pricking, burning~ or pinching the 
skin." 

From Dr. George B. Wood's Practice of Medicine, page 
792: 

"In real epilepsy there is profound insensibility. In the 
supposititious the sensibility remains and may be acted 
upon. Thus the individual will sneeze if snuff be blown 
up his nostrils, will shed tears or make a motion of avoid
ance if strong solution of ammonia or a burning match be 
held near the nose; will often start on the occurrence of sud
den loud sounds near his ear, or will show some sign of 
consciousness of what is said in his hearing if ingeniously 
calculated to affect him strongly. Painful impressions 
made upon the surface, or threats of such impressions, some
time.s exceed his fortitude." 

Likewise Sir Thomas \Vatson and other authors recog
nize, and in special cases recommend, the use of one or 
other of the severe tests. 

These are all works written in the'' Anglo-saxon tongu-e," 
so far as I am able to read. 

• 
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I desire next to call attention to the evidence of Doctors 
Shepherd, Coleman and Elmer, to the manner as well as the 
matter of their testimony. · 

It was given without the manifestation of any acrimo· 
nious feeling toward any one. They appeared as gentlemen, 
and their only interest or de~i re in the case was to testify to 
the truth. In corroboration of the general tenor of their 
testimony, I will present the following answers to questions 
given to Dr. S. Weir Mitchell, of Philadelphia, an eminent 
physician, not only in Philadelphia, but a man of recog
nized high standing in the medical world at large, as doubt-

. less many of you know. 
These are a part of the same questions proposed to Dr. 

I Elmer here last Monday afternoon: 
1 Q. Under special circumstances do you consider it as 

proper to treat feigned diseases by the same kind of severe 
measures as those recognized as proper and efficient in the 
treatment of actual diseases? 

A. In private practice it is not needed, as a rule; in the 
ramy I have dozens of times in feigned cases treated as if 
real, and with the most severe remedies. 

2 Q. The special circumstances being feigning paralysis 
of lower extremities, feigning inability to speak, and feign
ing epilepsy (all in the same individual)? 

A. In the army I .have seen the feigned diseases in ques
tion all treated by severe methods. 

3 Q. In a case containing the following points, viz: 
Those named aboYe, and occurring in a person sentenced to 
a term of imprisonment at hard labor, would you consider 
it justifiable to use some of the severe class of remedies'! 

.A. I suspect that in a convict as tow hose case the doctor 
felt a reasonable assurance, which he wished to have shared 
by oth~rs, many physicians would be apt to resort to some 
short, sharp test not causing grave injury, such as a pin 
prick, or the brief flash of a few drops of alcohol lighted on 
the skin; this latter const~ntly chances in cupping when 
alcohol is used; after all, it is a question. of ultimate injury 
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and degree; I use, every two days at least, the actual cau
ery and the galvanic blister; these means are used more 
than ever; the detection of feigned maladies is often diffi
cult; and if I were feigning I would far rather be tested by 
needles or a slight burn than by the forced use of ether in· 
halations, which in me, as in many people, causes distress
ing sick btomach and headache; if a man says, "I have no 
feeling in the legs," the needle or the surgical burn does not 
hurt if his statement be true, and if it be false, be is thus 
detected ; I cannot see that the small pain given should be 
used as a reproach to the doctor; as I said, it is a question 
of degree ; if you covered him with alcohol and set him 
afire, or made a pincushion of him, you were wrong; if you 
pricked him with a needle or flashed a few drops of alcohol 
on his skin, what possible harm was done? 

"Yours, 
"S. W. MITCHELL." 

Dr. S. Weir Mitchell is one of the ablest practitioners in 
Philadelphia, or this country. 

In further corroboration, I will reaJ the following letter, 
which seems to me to be to the point: 

"PHILADELPHIA, 1611 Chestnut Street, l 
March 9, 1878. } 

" DR. w M. w. L. PHILLIPS : 
"DEAR DOCTOR :-Your note in reference to feigned dis

ease I have read, and answer as follows: 
''A physician, in my judgment, is entirely justifiable, in 

cases where there are sufficient reasons to believe that an in
dividual is feigning disease, in using any test which will not 
inflict permanent bodily injury. A little alcohol burned 
upon the skin could not possibly cause more than a super
ficial vesication, and would be infinitely less severe than 
other tests which have been advised by medical writers to 
determine questions of this nature. 

"Very respectfully, you friend, 
" D. HAYES AGNEW." 
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This gentleman, from whom you heard the other night, 
is an eminent surgeon, and the Professor of Surgery in the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

The only other authority that I deem it worth while to 
present, to show that this severe class of remedies are made 
use of in the treatment of actual diseases, will be "Echever
ria on Epilepsy " : 

"Cauterization and setons to the nape of the neck go a 
great way towards hastening recovery from epilepsy ; blis
ters are effective." 

He tells of cases which have been cured by the accident
al upsetting of a kettle of boiling water over the body. He 
says: 

"Bona, Marshall, Claude, Bernard, De Lasiauve and oth
ers, cite cases of epilepsy cured by accidental burns. * * 
* Next to actual cautery-so much dreaded by patients
w hich operates deeply on the spinal cord, and has powerful 
effect on the fits, setons are most valuable to maintain coun
ter irritation on the neck." 

He describes a metallic string, w bich he uses instead of 
burning, as many physicians do. 

As a continuation of the same subject of severe treatment 
of actual diseases, I will read a paragraph from the book of 
Professor William A. Hammond, which, according to the 
preface, appears to have been written by him on the first of 
January, 1878. He says: 

"'l'he application of the actual cautery to the nape of the 
neck is a measure of great value in the treatment of cases of 
cerebral hyperremia. Care should be taken that the cau
terizing instrument, which should have a platinum tip, be 
heated to whiteness, and that the skin be only slightly 
touched by it. 'l1here are several forms of apparatus by 
which a very intense heat can be obtained." 

I will close what I have to say by reading a short pas
sage from this book of Woodman and Tidy, page 636 : 

"It may be said, referring to malapraxis generally, that 
no medical man should give an adverse opinion on the con· 
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duct or practice of a professional brother without having 
a.11 the facts of the case before him; and whatever opinion 
he may give at an inquest, or in a police court, be should 
be prepared to justify before the higher tribunals as well as 
before the whole medical profession. It has happened, 
though we hope rarely, that a medical man, in condemning 
the practice of a brother professional, has only shown bis 
own ignorance of the progress of science in general, and of 
medical science in particular." 

Mr. Kingman-

General Mott desires that this brief statement should be 
added to his testimony : 

"I intended to state in my testimony on Wednesday even
ing, that I had under my charge during the year 1878 thir
teen hundred and nineteen convicts, many of them of the 
worst class. Being located as we are between two of the 
largest cities, we naturally get that class of prisoners; and 
I wish to say that but thirty-five per cent. of them were 
native Jerseymen." 

Ordered, That the foregoing statement of be added to 
the testimony of State Prison Keeper Mott. 

Mr. Kingman proceeded to sum up the testimony in be· 
half of State Prison Keeper Mott. 

The committee then adjourned subject to the call of the 
Chair. 
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APPENDIX A. 

To THE GRAND JuRY OF MERCER OouNTY: 

Genetlmen: :For a considerable time rumors have been 
rife in this community that the convicts in the New Jersey 
State Prison were subjected to cruel and unnecessarily 
severe punishments, but on account of the reticence of the 
officers of the prison it was impossible to ascertain the true 
state of affair. 

On the 8th or 9th of the present month the physician of 
the prison, l.Jr. W. W. L. Phillips, said to ;me that the 
fol1owing modes of punishment were practiced in that 
institution : 

1st. The boot-heel gag. I have never seen this instru
ment, bnt it is said to be very painful in its application. 

2d. The paddle. This instrument is used to beat pris
oners on the bare buttocks, and it inflicts intense suffering. 

3d. The stretcher. [The man's feet are securely fastened 
to the floor, he is handcuffed, and then, by means of a rope 
attached to a ring in the ceiling, his arms are drawn up as 
tightly as possible.] The doctor said that ''from ten to 
twenty minutes of this will make any one squeal." This is 
a most terrible mode of punishment. 

The doctor also informed me that in the case of a man 
who was supposed to be shamming, he (the doctor) after 
getting the promise of the keeper to sustain him, poured 
alcohol upon the man's back and then set fire to it. A 
second application of alcohol was made and fired. Such an 
act of barbarous inhumanity must excite a thrill of horror 
in every breast which contains a human· heart. Directly 
after undergoing this " baptism by fire," the same man was 
put into the stretcher twice. 

On the 10th of this month, Dr. John W. Ward, chief 
physician at the asylum for lunatics, told me that during 
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last summer an insane man was sent from the prison to the 
asylum. Upon examining him a severe burn was found 
upon one of his buttocks. 

Anoiher mode of punishment alleged to be practiced at 
the prison is the throwing of cold "\\'"ater from the hose 
upon a naked body of a prisoner. This causes the most 
agonizing pain, and is very liable to produce insanity. 

... 

As a citizen of the State of New Jersey and the county 
of Mercer, and in behalf of the cause of justice and human
ity, as well as for the sake of the friendless and powerless 
convicts now in the State Prison, I respectfully, but most 
urgently, request the Grand Jury to take such action as 
shall effeCtually put a stop to these abuses now practiced in 
that institution. 

I charge Gershom Mott, keeper, Dr. vV. W. L. Phillips, 
physician, and their associate officers with being guilty of 
having inflicted and inflicting cruel and inhuman punish
ment upon the bodies of prisoners confined in that institu
tion, and, to substantiate the truth of this charge I would 
respectfully request that you would summon before the 
Grand Jury the following named persons as witnesses : 

Felix McGuire, of Trenton; Anthony Perry and - -
Murphy, now deputy keepers of the prison; H~nry V eghte, 
formerly deputy keeper, and Drs. John -ward and Chas. P. 
Britton, physicians of the lunatic asylum near Trenton. 

I hold myself in readiness to appear in person before the 
Grand Jury whenever summoned to do so. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS J. CORSON. 
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ARPE1VDIX B. 

1. It is· the duty of each deputyrkeep·eT having· charge 
of the work shops to examine the- bars in the, windows- o:f 
their respective shops each morning before the prisoners: 
ate taken out to work. 

2. All hall-keepers will compel each prisoner to stand 
and be counted in his cell, when being locked up, so as to 
make no mistake in the number of prisoners in each hall. 

3. All runners are to be kept in their cells, unless when 
on duty, and then they must be directly under the hall 
keeper's eyes, and in no case are they allowed in the hall 
withont their keeper. 

4. Hall-keepers are required to be in their respectiv~ 

. halls, except by permission of the centre keeper. 

5. The night watch must not converse with the pris· 
oners, e~cept to stop them from violating the rules and 
discipline of the prison. 

They are not allowed to take from or give to a prisoner 
anything whatsoever, or change anything from cell to,cell. 

In case of sickness they must report to one of the watch; 
in the centre, who will ca11 one of the deputies in th~ 
armory-room to attend to the prisoner. 

6. Hall-keepers will report in writing the names of.: all 
convicts detailed for work who are left in thei;r cells after 
the prisoners go out to the shops. 

7t No· smoking will be aHowed m the centre, halls-· O'r

~oops during the day. 
64 
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8. No meals will be furnished to the deputies from the 
cook house, except on special occasions and permission from 
the keeper. 

9. All deputies, whether on day or night duty, will be 
required to report promptly at the hours which may, from 
time to time, be fixed upon by the keeper. 

10. All depnty keepers are positively prohibited from 
reading books, magazines or papers while on duty. 

lL When articles are issued to replace those that are 
worn out, the latter must in all cases be accounted for by 
the respective hall-keepers when the new ones are issued . 

. By order of 

June 7th, 1876. 
G. MOTT, Keeper. 

Extract from Law. 

Al~TICLE TV. 

It shall be the duty of each deputy keeper to inspect the 
condition of each prisoner under his care at least three times 
a day, to see that the meals are regularly furnished accord
ing to the prison allowance, and to superintend the work of 
the prisoners, and at least once a day make a close and 
critical examination of each cell to ascertain whether any 
prisoner is attempting to escape. The deputy keepers on 
guard at night shall at least once between midnight and five 
o'clock in the morning inspect the exterior wal1s of the range 
of cells and the main building. Whenever any prisoner 
shall complain of sickness to any deputy keeper, he shall 
give immediate notice to the principal keeper or to the 
physician of the prison. Each deputy shall give full and 
particular care and attention to the prisoners assigned to his 
charge by the principal keeper, and shall make a daily 
report to the keeper of the health and condu'ct, and a like 
r~port to the inspectors when required. The deputy keep
ers shall punctually and promptly obey all legal orders 
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established for the government and regulation of the prison. 
The deputy keepers shall not absent themselves from the 
prison without the permission of the principal keeper. All 
orders to the deputy -keepe1·s must be given by or through 
the principal keeper. 

They shall not converse with the prisoners further than 
may be absolutely necessary for the performance of their 
duties, and shall in no case give information to any prisoner 
of anything that occurs out of his cell. They shall not 
furnish to any prisoner, nor permit a prisoner to have in 
his cell, any other articles than such as are allowed by the 
rules of the prison. They shall not deliver to or receive 
from any prisoner any letter communication in writing, or 
message but to or from the principal keeper. 

REGULATIONS FOR THE ISSUE OF CLOTHING, BEDDING, AND 

OTHER ARTICLES. 

1. All articles of wearing apparel and bedding texcepting 
shoes) to be in charge of Deputy 0. M. Riley, other arti-
~les in charge of Deputy R. S. Howell. · 

2. Hall-keepers will make requisition for articles when 
~ieeded, which requisition must be approved by the prin
cipal keeper. 

3. The deputies having charge of stores will issue only 
on such requisition, and enter in a book kept for that 
purpose the name of the deputy to whom issued, the hall 
which he is in charge of, the stores issued, with the date 
thereof. 

4. Each hall-keeper will enter in his book the name of 
the convict to whom stores are issued (adding new or 
worn, as the case may be, when clothing is issued), also the 
kind of articles, and date of issue. 



5b8 

5. -Requisitions for articles needed by deputies in charge 
ofcstore rooms will be forwarded to the principal keeper 
in time so that a .sufficiBUt supply ma~T be kept on -hand. 

June ·29th, 1876. 

Signals from Sh.ops. 

1 pull of the bell for ordering calls and relief. 
:2 _ptiils, extra calls an9. danger . 
. 3 pulls, escapes. 

Deputy -keepers detailed -for Sunday duty will not be 
~llowed to leave the prison during the te1•m .for which they 
~re detailed. · 

By order of 
G. MOTT, Ke<'per. 

November 6th, 1876. 

RULES FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SBOPS OF THE NEW 

JERSEY STATE PRISON. 

I. It is the duty of each deputy keeper having charge 
of the workshops to exaniine the bars in the windows 0£ 
their respective shops each morning before the prisoners 
are taken out to work. They shall assist the deputies in 
the halls and wings, as far as may be necessary, in arranging 
the men, and be prepared to conduct them to their respect
ive shops at . the stroke of the bell, and, on their return, to 
see that each convict is secure in his cell before leaving the 
hall or '\vin g. 

II. Each deputy shall be so placed that he can, at all 
times, see all the men under his charge and keep his eyes 
constantly upon them; know, at all times, where each and 
every man :fo; preserve order, and .require the co:hvicts :to 
perform .thfiir "worl~ :aa ·directed by the instructor, and 
require each convict to do :a fair and reasonable daj's 
work. 

f 
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III. No conversation or argument will be held between 
the deputy keepers and instructors, or others, in the 
presence of or in the hearing of any convict. All conver
sation carried on in the shops by any party or parties, by 
instructors, deputies or contractors, shall be in a low tone 
of voice and in a quiet manner ; nor will conversation be 
permitted in the workshops on any subject except what is 
absolutely necessary to conduct the affairs connected with 
them ; and all orders of instruction will be conveyed to the 
men by the instructor having charge of the gang, and no 
other person shall be permitted to direct in regard to their 
work. 

IV. In no case shall either instructor or deputy con~ 
verse with a convict except in relation to his work or hi.a 
c-0ndrn~t while in the -shop; then, in all .cases, the convers-a
tion shall be in mild terms; exercising the greatest care to 
do no one of them an act of injustice. 

V. In no case shall a convict be allowed to talk back or 
argue a point, but shall in all cases obey orders. Neither 
shall a convict be allowed to look about the shops. 

VI. If, during the hours of labor, any convict shall 
be temporarily without employment he must not leave his 
place without permission, and shall, during such time, be 
required to sit or stand in one position, and resume work 
whenever so directed by his instructor. 

VII. In case of remissness, negligence, or willful wrong_ 
doing on the part of any convict in regard to his work, the 
instructor shall report the same immediately to the deputy 
in charge, who shall take measures to correct it; but in 
case of persistence on the part of the convict in wrong
doing, it shall be the duty of the deputy in charge to 
report the case to the keeper. 

VIII. In cases of disorderly conduct or breach of disci
pline on the part of any convict, it is the duty of the 
deputy to report the same without delay to the keeper. 
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IX. Whenever a convict is sent in from the shops on 
account of misconduct, written charges and specifications 
must be submitted by the deputy keeper in charge. 

X. lt is understood that the convicts shall be made to 
do whatever work belonging to the business of the con
tractors that shall be required by the instructors, and not 
to be confined to any special part, to the injury of the con
tractors, and so they may at all times be employed during 
working hours. 

XI. No one of the instructors or other employees of 
the contractors shall at any time give any thing, of any 
name or nature, to a convict, as a present, or otherwise; 
neither shall any one of them receive any thing, of any 
sort whatever, from a convict as a present, or otherwise, 
nor deliver any message nor do any errand of any sort 
or kind, either in or out of the prison, without written 
permission from the keeper. 

XII. Each deputy will be strictly accountable to the 
keeper in the observance of these rules and in the per_ 
formance of his duties ; and each instructor or other 
employee of the contractors shall be held rigidly account
able in the performance of his duties, and the strict 
observance of these rules by the contractors .. 

By order of 
G. MOTT, Keeper. 

January 1st, 1877. 
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TRENTON, N. J., Feb. 26th, 1878. 
MR. H. VEGHTE: 

Dear Sir : I was appointed keeper of the New 
Jersey State Prison in 1869. When I took charge I 
appointed you as the deputy of what is called the cook 
house hall. After I had been there some time I brought a 
charge against you for taking meat out of the prison with
out my knowledge or consent. Your reply to the charge 
was that Mr. Walker, the keeper preceding me, had given 
you the privilege of taking what meat you wanted for your 
family use by your charging yourself with it at cost price, 
and as you had been allowed that privilege by him you 
continued it under me. I told you the explanation was 
satisfactory, but- to take no more, as I would not allow it. 

I retained you in your position all the time I was at the 
prison, and I will do you the justice to say you was an 
efficient and obliging officer, and I never had cause to find 
fault with you from the time I made the charge until I left 
the prison in 1871. 

Yours respectfully, 

N.J. STATE LIBRARY 
P.O. BOX 520 

D. D. HENNION. 

~RENTON, NJ 08625-0520 
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