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          In order to allow easier reading of the isolines on the Ground Snow Loads
map in the International Building Code (IBC) for the eastern United States, the New
Jersey portion is shown at a greatly enlarged scale within this bulletin.  In addition, the
northwest corner of the State, shown as CS (site-specific) in the IBC (see Section
1608) and International Residential Code (IRC) (see Section R301), has been
provided with specific isolines generated by research at the United States Army
Corps of Engineers Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory.  Officials
having jurisdiction in those northwestern areas may refer to these isolines for ground
snow loads when determining local requirements.

          To arrive at the design snow load for a structure designed to comply with the
IBC, all applicable factors provided in IBC Section 1608, the applicable risk category
per building/structure in IBC Table 1604.5 and the applicable importance factor in
Table 1.5-2 of ASCE-7 (combined tables provided within) must be applied to the
local ground snow load in pounds per square foot.

          The IRC uses the ground snow load from the map shown, together with the
appropriate tables from the IRC, to design the structure.
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          The Applied Technology Council (ATC) provides a web-based application to
determine snow loads. If you would like to take advantage of this application, please
visit http://snowload.atcouncil.org/. This application uses the design snow load for a
structure to be built as per Section 1608 of the IBC and Section R301.2.3 of the
IRC, as applicable. To find the ground snow load for a specific area, select one of the
following methods:
1.  Click the radio button for decimal and enter latitude and longitude in the spaces

in decimal form and select “Get Ground Snow Load” or

2.  Click the radio button for address and enter the desired address and select
“Get Ground Snow Load” or
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3.  Click the radio button for decimal, find the site on the map given at the bottom
of the webpage and the latitude and longitude will be displayed in decimals.
Copy these values into the Decimal boxes near the top of the page and select
“Get Ground Snow Load”.

For those areas designated as CS, please use the map to determine snow loads.


