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Governor Christie On Camden: We Not Only Talk The Talk, We Wa…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1UjjJ_gTNU&feature=youtu.be

 

Governor Christie: There’s been lots of talk over time about Camden. What I’m proudest of over the last five years is
that we’ve done as much doing as talking. Now it is politics, so we’ll never do more doing than talking unfortunately.
That’s just the way it is. But if we can do as much doing as talking we’re doing a heck of a lot better than we’ve done
for a very long time in this city and that’s because of the leaders that you all have empowered. Remember in the end
it’s you who have empowered the members of the council, the members of the state legislature, the advisory board, the
mayor, the superintendent, and ultimately me to be able to make these changes. It’s because you’re standing up and
being a part of the change that this city needs so desperately. You see, I think the failure of things before had been that
folks in whether it was state government or county or local government had tried to impose upon the people of Camden
their particular vision for the city. What I think’s happened over the last five years because of the cooperation between
myself and the mayor has been that we’re listening to the people of Camden, understanding what their deepest
concerns, fears, and aspirations are, and now trying to model a governmental response to those fears, concerns, and
aspirations that bring us together and lift up the people who live here. We’re seeing that through the economic
development that’s happening in the city. We’re seeing it through the reduction of crime, and we’re seeing it through
the improvement of our educational system, both our public K-12 system and our higher education opportunities that
are literally exploding around us here in this city, with Rutgers, the medical school, and all of the collaboration that’s
going and the buildings that you see going up that will be inhabited by people who are coming to Camden to learn, to
improve their lives and make their lives better. Well what we know is when they come to do that they make Camden
better too, encourage people to come and live here, spend their time here, spend their money here, and have it be a
place that’s truly a 24-7 city. That’s my hope, my aspiration for this place, and one of the students said why do you
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come here so often? And I said because I believe in this place, and every day as Governor you’re looking for places
where you can have a direct positive effect. Well I believe Camden is one of those places, one of the best opportunities
if not the best opportunity in New Jersey where we together collaboratively can have a direct and positive effect.
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