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Rev. Dr. William Linn, who, by his sermon at Hackensack, Lefore 
the Commission of Synod, in 1796, pleased the world, and grieved 

the saints. The unjust charges of men, and the tumult within 

their breasts, in exciting which unbelief and Satan himself had no 

small share, made this an alarming and piercing thunderbolt to the 
people of God for a season. 

The Rev. S. Frceligh and his people were blamed for being con

tentious--by whom? By those who were taking advantage of 

the union to consume and waste the funds; and who actually, by 

an illegal vote, took $500 out of the common fund, to which they 

had not contributed as many shillings, to build a parsonage house 

for the Rev. W. Kuypers; which house was never built, (the 

Hackensack Court-House now stands on the old parsonage lot,) 

nor was the money ever returned. A minute, give an account of 

this proceeding, April 20, 1795, now lies before me, the votes for 

the appropriation were: Rev. Warmoldus Kuypers; Elders, Isaac 
Van Zaan, Casparus Westervelt, RoelifTerhune; Deacons, COl" 

nelius Ackerman, Henry B~rry. 

They were blamed by those, who, under the mantle of peace, 
when they had gathered what they could of the semi-annual sub
scriptions, paid off the salary of the Rev. Mr. Kuypers; b~t left 

the Rev. Mr. Frceligh unpaid in a measure-appropriating to the 

former, what friends had intended for the latter; and what, accord· 

ing to the articles of union, should have been e~uitably distributed. 
They were blamed by those who endeavoured to fill the united 

consistories with prayer1ess men-secret or open opposers of the 
Rev. S. Frceligh. 

And for what did Mr. Frceligh and his people contend 1 For 

justice and equity-for their civil and religious rights, which were 
constantly in jeopardy-for the cause of God and of Christ, for the 

precious things of earth and of heaven, such as : the new birth, ex
perimental piety, humble prayer, a godly conversation, &c. And 

JIlay there ever be found at Hackensack a goodly remnant conten
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ding against darkness and hate and mockery, for the truth, for 

prayer, fot godliness, for a separation of the precious from the vile; 

for a religion that inculcates and manifests true humility and self

denial; not fearing, though tne cm'tn be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea,. though the 
waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains 
shake with the swelling thereof-not fearing, though flaming 

thunderbolts should fall and mighty towers be demolished. 

It was a time of fear and alarm when the steeple at Hackensack 

was first struck. The following sermon was delivered by the late 

Rev. Dr. Frceligh on that trembling occasion, in which he piously 

and sweetly discourses of God's marvellous thunder and great 

doings, not without benefit; for a great spiritual revival of much 

genuine piety, about this time, or soon after, took place in his 

Churches- the first and greatest of the kind ever known in the 

Dutch churches in America, since the days of the learned and godly, 
the Rev. Theodore J. Frelinghuysen. 

On Wednesday, July 21, 1830, after a lapse of 35 years, during 
a gust, a thunderbolt struck the same steeple again; the fluid followed 

nearly the same direction, and produced similar though slighter ef
fects. This occurence being now the subject of considerable, and 

perhaps of some vain conversation, it has been thought proper to 

translate and publish the annexed discourse, for the instruction 

and comfort of the pious, and as a serious admonition to such as are 
yet unconverted. Friends of true godliness, compose your differen

ces, cultivate brotherly love, neither forget nor forsake the assem

bling of yourselves together; be not enticed to seek the.company 

of the present enemies of God's truth, and of a godly secession; 

and be fervent in prayer, that the influences of the Holy Ghost 

may descend upon you and your children, as was the case among 
you 35 years ago. 

C, T. DEMAREST. 



GOD'S MARVELLOUS THUNDER. 

II God thunucreth marvellously with his ,"oic.£' ; grC'ul things uoeth he, which we cannot 

~omprehend."-Joh xxxvii , 5. 

CARELESSNESS and pusillanimity are two very dangerous i!Cks 
on which many have suffered shipwreck: the one deprives us of 
all needful circumspection to avoid danger; the (lther takes away 
from us that courage and presence of mind, which are necessary 
when we are in danger, to deliver ourselves aut of it. Elihu en
deavours, in our text and context, to perform the part of a wise 
and faithful pilot-he guides his friend Job in safety between both 
destructive rocks-he labour!,! to instruct him so that he might not 
commit sin against God, either through weakness and fear, or 
through carelessness and self-conceit. His design is to demon
strate and illustrate the wisdom amI omnipotence of God out of the 
book of nature: in proof of these he adduces the lightning and 
thunder, the whirlwind and all storms, as incontrovertible witnesses, 
sayillg,-': Hear attentively the noise of his voice, and the sound 
that goeth out of his mouth. He directeth it under the whole hea
ven, and his lightning unto the ends of the earth. After it a voice 
roareth: he thundereth with the voice of his excellency; and he 
will not stay them when his voice is heard. GOD THUNDERETH 

MARVELLOU~LY WITH HIS VOICE; GREAT THINGS DOETH HE 

WHICH WE CANNOT COMPREHEND." 

~ 
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Elihu presents two subjects for consideration :
I. Ascribes to God two mig-hty aets-" God thundereth marwl

lou sly with his voiee; great things docth he." 
II. Complains that these were not understood-" which \YC can

not comprehend." 

I. He ascribes to God :
1. 'rhat he thundereth marvellously with his voice, 
2. That he doeth great things. 

A. GOD THUNDERS MARVELLOUSLY WITH HIS VOICE. It 
is disputed among Naturalists, what properly causes the thunder." 
Some think, although very erroneously, that the sun draws upwards 
the .sulphurous damps of the earth, which, when concentrated in 
one body, are set on fire by his rays, and produce the flash of light
ning that precedes, and the roaring thunder which immediately 
follows. But how can this explanation be received by those who 
have searched into the matter, and to whom it plainly and unan
swerably appears, that the cause of that astonishing noise in the 
heA ns, which we call thunder, is the result of heavy clouds, 
charged with the electric fluid, approaching each other, whereby 
the fluid is discharged, either from cloud to .cloud, or from the earth 
to the clouds, or from th~ clouds to the earth, in a blaze of light
ning, and that terrible commotion, noise, and roaring sound in the 
air, consequent upon the discharge, is the thunder. The heathens 
fancied that Vulcan forged the thunderbolts, and that Jupiter 
wielded and hurled them with his hands. Some among Christians 
have ascribed to the devil a ppwer to make or imitate the heavenly 
fire and thunder. This we cannot vehemently oppose, provided 
we subject it to God's permission and limitation. That the evil 
spirits are called " spiritual wickednesses in high places," and that 
Satan their prince is denominated "the prince of the power of the 
air," Eph. ii, 2, and Chap. vi, appears to countenance their asser
tion. Especially, when we add to this the account given us of that 

• Tonitru est fragor editus ex plaga compactorum ignium e nnbe ernmpentinm. Thu nder;B 
/I Cf'/l8hing noise made by the stroke <if enclosed fires breaking tMough clouds.-PLIN. 

T onitru cst horreudus sonus in nube Sp18SU, qui excitatur ab exhalatione calida et sieca eon· 
dusa intra nubem, qure cum fremitu qurerens exiturem. magna violelltia eruffipit et undique DU. 

bern concutit. ThundM' is a dreadful sound in a thick cloud, caused by the /wt and dry uha

laiion .<:Jhu ll1P i 11. the bOtce/s qf it, 1Dhirh seekin.g pas,fwge O1lt, m akel its 01n" tea!! tnith fnighly 

t-;ollillce,-GARcffi . 
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llisaster which this murderer of our race brought upou the children 
of Job, when, by his instrumentality" there came a great wind 
from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house," 
where they were eating and drinking, so that it fell upon them, 
and killed them all. . 

After all, when we reflect that the Pagan notion is groundless, and 
that the power of the unclean infernal fowls of the air isin this respect 
limited and over-ruled by God, so Elihu's declaration remains a 
truth, GOD TU"CNDERETH! And although it be an operation of 
nature, even as the rain, wind, hail, and other changes in the wea
ther, it is nevertheless rightly spoken, GOD TI'IUNDERETH! As 
he gives us the rain, the early and the latter rain, so also he gives 
the THUNDER. By whom else is this thundering attribute bestowed 
on the air and the clouds? Who makes it thunder at one parti
cular time, and not at another 'J 'Who commands the thunder in 
one particular place, and not in another? At whose word does 
the lightning with thunder strike this honse, that barn, such a 
steeple, church, or person, when others are spared? 

He thunders, Elihu remarks, WITH HIS VOICE. Not that we 
must regard the thunder as his proper voice; for, being a · spirit, 
and thus without organs of speed} or sound, no voice belongs to 
his Essence. Nor can I concur in sentiment with those who un
derstand his voice of thunder, here mentioned, to mean the Gospel, 
which is indeed called the voice of God, and its ministers, Sons of 
thunder; but the thunder is here spoken of as the Lord's voice, be
cause he often speaks in thunder-and with thunder he rebuked 
the hardened Pharaoh, who also for that reason desired Moses to 
pray for him,-" Entreat the Lord (for it is enough) that there be 
no more mighty thunderings and hail"-Exod. ix. 28. 

He dt)scended also in a terrible tempest on Sinai, and spoke with 
loud thunders. ~he arrows of lightning, which he scattered far 
and wide, which made the whole host of Israel tremble, so that 
they cried out with affrighted voices unto Moses,--" Speak thou 
with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we 
die." Exod. xx. 19. He by the voice of his thunder, in the days 
of Samuel,fhe Prophet, let Israel hear his displeasure in desiring 
for themselves a king, "Is it not wheat harvest to day? I will 
call unto the Lord, and he shall sead thunder and rain; that ye 
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lnay perceive and ~ee that your wickedne~s is great, which ye 
have done ill t.be sight of the Lord, in asking you a king. So 
Samuel called unto the Lord; and the Lord sent thunder and rain 
th.1t day: anrl all the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel." 
1 Sam. xii. 17, 18. 

l<:lihn further remark8, God thundereth MARVELLOUSLY. 
There is in the thunder, above other natural operation!!', something 
wonderful. The incomprehensible velocity of the streams of light" 
ning-their \vonderful darting to and fro contrary to the natural 
motion of flame, which is always upwards, but these chiefly shoot 
downwards-they have such a wonderful power to rend the stout
est oaks, to demolish the tallest cedars, to beat to pieces the strong
est towers and in a moment to cast down to the earth the mightiest 
men and fiercest beasts. The lightning is also so wonderfully va
rious in its effects-of two lying in one bed, one is struck, the other 
escapes-a man's buckles are melted from off his shoes, and his 
body remains uninjured-,-the money is melted in the purse, but the 
purse is not affected-yea it is affirmed, that the fruit of the womb 
is destroyed, and the mother unhurt-the sword is broken, the scab
bard untouched-the wine is spoiled, the cask still whole-the bones 
broken, but the flesh not torn ! 

B. From this marvellous thunder, he passes on to other mighty 
acts and wonderful deeds of God, and says, HE DOETH GREA'l' 
THIl'.'GS. This is a very unusual expression, and includes all the 
great things which God has ever done, whether we limit the 
phrase to the great things which God has effected by the thunder 
alone, to which I cannot immediately assent; 01' whether Elihu 
passes on from the marvellous thundering with his voice to other 
great and wondrous deeds performed by Jehovah) to which opi. 
nion I the rather incline. 

Marvellous and majestic things doeth he both in Nctture and in 
Grace. 

He did great things in Creation, when by a simple word of his 
command he brought into existence to us countless worlds, inhab
ited by different creatures, gradually surpassing each ot~r in glory 
and beauty, excellency and dignity, and all their motions and 
actions su~jected to .a well appointed order, .anll of easy observance. 
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He hath done and still performeth great things by his providence. 
Gteat things did he to the old world which was filled with violence, 
when all flesh had corrupted his way; for he opened the windows 
of heaven, he broke open the fountains of the great deep, he 
deluged the earth with a universal destroying flood, so that every 
ching which had life died . . He did great things t.o the cities of 
&dom and Gomorrah-to Egypt and his Israel-to many peel" 

pie and kingdoms: He breaketh down one kingdom and Betteth 
up another. The four great Monarchies rose and fell by his doings 
--each one in turn ascended to the culminating point of earthly 
greatness, power and glory; and from that lofty pinnacle of gran~ 

deur, all of them, one after another were cast down and destroyed. 
But he doeth great things in Grace. 
The corning of the Son of God in the flesh was a greatj a mar

vellous event. Heaven and earth were struck mute with wonder 
and astonishment to behold a Divine and human nature dwelling 
in ONE PERSON. This is our IMMANUEL, of whom it was fore
told,-" For tmto UB a child is born, unto us a son is given : and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall 
be called W ond~rful, Counsellor, 'l'he mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall oo.no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment 
and with justice, from henceforth even for eVer. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this." Isaiah ix. 6, 7. And he hatD done 
it. Great things were done when Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
God, walked about upon the earth doing good ~-" Go your way, 
and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the 
Llind 'see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached, and blessed is 
he, whosoever shall not be offended in me." Luke vii. 22, 23
Great things were accomplished by his sufferings :-an end was 
made of sin, l'econdliation for iniquity, and an everlasting right
eousness brought in. Then was the ransom of his captives paid, 
the head of Satan bruised, the unbelieving world confounded, and 
hi~ Father well pleased :-" He was delivered for our offences."
" If God spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us ali, 
how shall he not with him also freely gi\'e liS all things?" ROAl. 
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viii. 32. Great things followed his death :-he arose again from 
the dead; he triumphed over death, the grave, and all his foes ; 
he showed himself alive to his disciples by many and undoubted 
proofs; he ascended to heaven, in sight of them all, accompanied 
by saints· and angels; he poured out the promise of his F ather on 
the day of Pentecost, and by the gift of tongues utterly confounded 
all the tongues of gainsayers. Great things did he to his enemies 
-his obstinate and bitter enemies, the Jews :-he destroyed mul
titudes of them, their City and Temple also, and scattered the rem
nant into aU lands. Great things did he to the spiritual Babylon 
in the days of the Reformation. A multitude of bloody persecutions 
could not arrest the progress of gospel truth ; the enemies were 
obliged to let it have its course. The kingdom of the beast 
was every where broken tQ pieces, multitudes delivered from Papal 
tyranny, the banner of truth raised in many lands, and the church 
militant contending successfully for her rights and enjoying them 
under her own vine and fig tree. 

God doeth great things in the conversion of sinners,-when he 
breaketh in pieces the hard and sinful heart of man, enlightens 
the blind eyes of his understanding, changes his evil nature, and 
makes him a new creature in Christ Jesus. Then may one say, 
-"I am a wonder to many-I am a 'W>nder to myself!" And 
again :-" The Lord hath done great things for me, whereof I am 
glad." Or sing like Mary,-" He that is mighty hath done to me 
great things; and holy is his name." Luke i. 49. 

If anyone prefers to limit these great things to the wonders ef
fected by God's marvellous thunder, then it may with propriety 
be said, God, by it, doeth great things, both in judging and punish
ing the wicked," and in trying and comforting the godly! 

1 What great things he did by it in Egypt! He terrified the 
heart of proud Pharaoh, and made his own Israel glad, when they 

• Anastasius the Emperor, an Eutyphian persecutor of the orthodox Christi.ns, was slain by 
thunder. History speaks of a Christian legion or brigade, in the army of Aurelius the Empe
ror, who ea,-nestly prayed (the whole ar my being in a great strait) that God would appear for 
their help, and the defeating of the enemy; whereulx," the Lord sent ram for their relief, as 
also thunder and lightning, by which the enemy was discomfited and destroyed _ whereupon 
thet legion was enlled, The 7'hu ndering legion_ When Julian the Apostate intended to rebuild 
the Temple at J erusalem, in spite of Christ's prediction to the contrary, M.tt. xxiv, brought 
materials and ordered men to begin the work, the Lord sent n marvellolls thunder, earthquake, 
bt.II. offire, &e. whi~h terrified the workmen, and put a stop to the .-ash attempt. 
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knew for what end he had spared their Goshen, and why he had 
afflicted the tyrant and his land. Thus E gypt's bloody persecutors 
were forced to Jet God's children depart.. 

2. What great things did he by his thunder at mount Sinai! 
He convinced the people by that means of their unrighteollsness
he awakened in some ofthem'a child-like reverence-he gave them 
all a sketch of the day of Judgement, when the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise and the- elements shall melt with fervent 
heat. 

3. Great things did he by the tempest to the enemies of his peo
ple in the. days of Samuel. By it he defeated and slew Philistia's 
h08ts,-" And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the Lord thun
dered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and 
i1iscomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel." 1 Sam. 
vii. 10. 

4. God doeth great things still by means of his marvellous thun
der. By it he-purifies the atmosphere and promotes the health of 
men. By it he punishes the ungodly, when he sets their posses
sions on fire, and takes away that which is nearer to their hearts 
than himself. By it he chastises his children for their good, bring
ing them to examine themselves, whether they have obtained their 
possessions honestly, and whether they can willingly resign w.hat 
he has only lent them. 

And it has also happened that a clap of thunder has been the 
commencement of a work of true conversion, when by that means 
t.he arrow of conviction hath been driven into the heart and proved 
a powerful call to turu to the Lord and live. "Gird thy sword 
upon thy thigh, 0 Most Mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. 
And in thy majest}; ride prosperously, because of truth, and meek
ness, and righteousness ; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible 
things. Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the King's enemies; 
whereby the people fall under thee." Ps. xlv. 3- 5. 

II. These things being so, Elihu complains, that we understand 
them not,-wHICH WE CANN OT COMPRE HEND. How marvel
lously soever the Most High thundereth; how terribly he causes 
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his voice to be heard, what great, what awful things he may per· 
form, we cannot comprehend tliem! 

This may be taken in a two-fold sense-either that we cannot 
form any adequate conception of them, or that we do not pay pro

per attention to them. 
A. I say then, first of all, that we cannot perfectly understand 

the thunder and other great things done by the Lord our God. 
We may reason philosphically on the wonders of nature, we may 
discover many of the peculiarities of the great and various changes 
in our atmosphere, but how many things are yet secret and un
known to the most eagle-eyed. After we have expended all our 
philosophical remarks and reasons, we must still acknowledge,
GOD TliUNDERS! Truly something Divine appears to be myste
riously wrapt up and to lie hidden in the thunder. Else, why is it 
that men are more terrified at this than any other change in the 
weather '1 When this voice is heard in its terribleness and majesty 
-when the Most High thunders in the heavens-when the dark 
clouds hide the face of the sun, attract each. other, and arc ready to 
strike, break, and burst-when an amazing crash is heard in the 
heavens, and one stream of lightning follows another, then men 
are filled with fear and dismay, and each one in silent dread waits 
to see the end of this commotion-brute creatures, affrighted, nm 
cl. together, and the featl1ered race seek to hide themselves. 

This is incomprehensible. 
B. But, secondly, the original word denotes as much as, " not 

to regard, not to give ·heed." It does not make a suitable impres
sion on our mind. The meaning is not, that we must fear and 
tremble in a slavish manner, when it thunders. What then '1 
Here are two extremes, which we must avoid with equal careful
ness-on the one hand, a slavish dread; on the other, a rash in

considerate disregard. 
1. The thunder should lead us to acknowledge God'liI righteous 

wrath against sinners, ina..'lmuch as this appears to be a manifesta
tion of it; and besides, ha::; been often used as a symbol of God's 
indignation. The Almighty's brow is dark with frowns, his voice 
is as messengers of death. " Because there is wrath, beware lest 
he take thee away with his stroke: then a great ransom cannot 

deliver thee" Job xxxvi, 18. 
2. It should lead us to reflect on the goodness of God, reasoning 

17 


with ourselves after this mauner,--" " -hy has God with hilil1lam
ing javelin struck that house, yonder barn, that man, that church, 
Ilnd spared me and mine 7" " Or despisest thou the riches of hi~ 
goodness; and forbearance, and long-suffering; not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance 7" Rom. ii; 4, 

3. We must behold in the storm of lightning and thunde.r a dis
play, in some measure, of that dreadful tempest, when God shall 
cause the heavens to pass away with a great noise-" For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." Matt. xxiv, 27. 
But men do not consider thus. 

4. We should also take occasion from the thunder to meditate 
on the dreadful end of the ungodly.-" Upon the wicked he shall 
rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall 
be the portion of their cup." PsaI. xi, 6. That we may be wamed 
to flee from the wrath to come, and to lay hold by faith on JesUIi 
Christ for salvation. 

APPLICATION. 

I. But why need I prolong my discourse in order to convJi~ 
you of the terrors of the thunder and of the lightning, since ' ou 
have seen not long ago that God thunders marvellously with 
his voice 1 Is not the injury sustained by the steeple of this church 
-are not the many disasters that have occurred here and there by 
the same element, sufficient evidences thereof? Your eyes have 
seen the fire of heaven descend ; your ears have heard the dread
ful crashing sound; the thunder of God's power has done to this 
house, what the thunder of his word has not yet done to many of 
your hearts. The tower of this church is indeed rent, but the 
hearts of many who have been accustomed to let themselves be 
found within this house of prayer, have never been rended ! 

II. But after all, my' friends, the goodness of God appears amidst 
this disaster. Could he not as well have sent his terrible thunder 
and devouring fire into our sinful dwellings 7 Why has he not 
utterly demolished those houses, where prayer is not offered up-
where no one speaks of the works and ways of the Lord ? Why 

3 
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