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What on earth is the use of 

looking at old law books? 
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The Printed Book 
c. 1450 - 2009 

1576 - 1776 
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The Count 

• Over 600 volumes with the classification 

KD (English law). 

• Almost all of them printed before 1800. 

• 88 of them printed before 1700. 

• 3 printed before 1600 (400 years ago). 
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La Graunde Abridgement 
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Common Law—Blackstone 

Upon the whole, however, we may take it as 

a general rule, “that the decisions of courts 

of justice are the evidence of what is 

common law.” 

 
Blackstone’s Commentaries 
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Common Law in a Nutshell 

Stare Decisis 
 

(Let the decision stand.) 
 

The policy of courts to abide by or adhere to 

principles established by decisions in earlier 

cases. 
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Law Reports—Blackstone 

The decisions therefore of courts are held in 

the highest regard and…are handed out to 

the public view in the numerous volumes of 

reports which furnish the lawyer’s library. 

 
Blackstone’s Commentaries 
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Last Page of La Graunde 

Abridgement 
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The Sign of the Hand & Star 
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Manuscript Hand—Gothic Type 
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La Graunde Abridgement 

Owners’ Markings 
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George Read 

1734 - 1798 
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George Read’s Signature 
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La Graunde Abridgement 

Owners’ Markings 
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The colonial Read mansion, on the west bank 

of Delaware Bay, in New Castle 
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1066 
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March’s translation, 1651 (reprinted 1873) 
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Law—Reported Cases 

Sources for legal authority and precedents— 

 

 

• Reported Cases 

 

Year Books (1268-1535) 

Private reports 

Digests (& abridgements) 

Indexes and tables 
{ 
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Reporters, 52 of the First 59 
Cases, 1378-1732 

Bellewe’s Cases Ric. II Reports (Coke) Hutton Hardres 

Benloe; Dallison Godbolt Bridgman, Sir John Siderfin 

Keilwey Saville Rolle Raymond, Sir T. 

Moore Croke Palmer Levinz 

Dyer Gouldsborough Jones, Sir Wm. Keble 

Brooke’s New Cases Popham Winch First or J. Kelyng 

New Benloe Yelverton Latch Carter 

Anderson Hobart Littleton Vaughan 

Leonard Davies Hetley Saunders 

Plowden Lane Clayton. Assizes Jones, Sir Thomas 

Owen Ley March’s New Cases Ventris 

Noy Calthrop Style Pollexfen 

Brownlow Bulstrode Aleyn Modern 
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English Law Reports 

Reporter Period Publ. Date 

Sir Francis Moore (1558 – 1621) 1512 - 1621 1663 (1st edition) 

Sir Edward Coke (1552 – 1634) 1572 - 1616 1793 [1600 - ] 

Edward Bulstrode (1588 – 1659) 1609 - 1634 1688 [1657, 1658] 

Edmund Saunders (d. 1683) 1666 - 1673 1686 (1st edition) 
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Year Books 

La Graunde Abidgement 

Coke 

Bulstrode 

Brooke’s 

New 

Cases 

Saunders 

Bellewe’s 

Richard II 

New Jersey 

1535 

1664 1702 

1292 
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United States Supreme Court 
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England’s Lord Chief Justice Coke bars King James I 

from the “King’s Court,” making the court, by law, 

independent of the executive branch of government. 
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The Scholar’s Adage 

 

non lego non credo 

 

“if I don’t read it, I don’t believe it” 
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The Age of Wikipedia 
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43 



Daniel Webster 
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Saunders’ Owners’ Markings 

45 



Andrew Hamilton 
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Zenger Trial 
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Saunders Owners’ Markings 
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Elias Boudinot 
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Bulstode’s Reports Owners’ 

Markings 
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Nicholas Waln 

1742 - 1813 
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53 



54 



Rolle’s Abridgement Owners’ 

Markings 

55 



James Wilson Signature 
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Rolle’s Abridgement Owners’ 

Markings 
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James Wilson 
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Law—Legal Authority 

Sources for legal authority and precedents— 

• Constitutions 

• Statutes 

• Reported Cases 

• Treatises 

Year Books (1268-1535) 

Private reports 

Digests (& abridgements) 

Indexes and tables 
{ 
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The Lawyer’s Library 

Sources for legal authority and precedents— 

• Constitutions 

• Statutes 

• Reported Cases 

• Treatises 

 

Other types of law books— 

• Books on Legal Procedure 

• Law Text Books (including reference and 
history) 

Year Books (1268-1535) 

Private reports 

Digests (& abridgements) 

Indexes and tables 
{ 
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Aaron Leaming 

A. Hamilton 
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Simboleography 

Owners’ Markings 
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Simboleography 

Owners’ Markings 
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Simboleography 

Owners’ Markings 
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Joseph Bloomfield 
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The Lawyer’s Library 

Sources for legal authority and precedents— 

• Constitutions 

• Statutes 

• Reported Cases 

• Treatises 

 

Other types of law books— 

• Books on Legal Procedure 

• Law Text Books (including reference and 
history) 

Year Books (1268-1535) 

Private reports 

Digests (& abridgements) 

Indexes and tables 
{ 
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Blackstone’s Commentaries 

Owners’ Markings 
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Peter Madock Docton 

St. Budeaux Parish Church 
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Rev. Alcock’s Notation 

 

1769, July 10, was buried Peter Madock 

Docton Esquire, My dear and worthy friend. 

 

Being buried in linen ye penalty of £5 was 

incurred…. 
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Lewis Morris 
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Journals of All the Parliaments… 

Owners’ Markings 
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The Lawyer’s Library 

Sources for legal authority and precedents— 

• Constitutions 

• Statutes 

• Reported Cases 

• Treatises 

 

Other types of law books— 

• Books on Legal Procedure 

• Law Text Books (including reference and 
history) 

Year Books (1268-1535) 

Private reports 

Digests (& abridgements) 

Indexes and tables 
{ 
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Our Owners 

George Read Elias Boudinot 

James Wilson Nicholas Waln 

Lewis Morris Samuel Allinson 

Joseph Bloomfield Peter Madock Docton 

Andrew Hamilton 
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What on earth is the use of 

looking at old law books? 
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Books can develop their own individual 

histories, which provide important 

evidence about the way they were used 

and regarded in the past, and which 

make them an indispensible part of the 

fabric of our cultural heritage. 

 
                             Books as History by David Pearson 
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