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What on earth Is the use of
looking at old law books?



The Printed Book

c. 1450 - 2009




The Count

Over 600 volumes with the classification
KD (English law).

Almost all of them printed before 1800.
88 of them printed before 1700.

3 printed before 1600 (400 years ago).









La Graunde Abridgement

La Graunde Abridgement / collecte & escrie per le ludge tresreuerend Syr Robert

Brooke, Chiualier ... ; in aedibus Richardi Tottell, duodecimo die Octobris 1576 : cum
priutlegio.

by Brooke, Robert, Sir, d.1558.

London : Richard 1570.

Subjects ("e Law reports, digests, etc. -- Great Britain.
Description:

MWotes: Colophon: Imprinted at London in Fletestrete, within Temple barre, at the signe of the hande

and starre by Richarde Tottyl. the X1l of October. Anno domini. 1576.

Vol. 2 has title: La Secounde part du Graund Abridgement.

Title within architectural borders, with quotation at base: Ne moy Reproues sauns cause, car

mon entent est de bon amoure, and Tottell's initials (R.T.) at foot of base.

Initials reaf, and with vignette.
ead of title: 1576.
"This is an abstract of the Year-books down to the writer's own time, ang is principally based
e work by Fitzherbert bearing the same title ... Contains also s valuable original
matter ... ion from the "Abridgement’, comprisi jore recent cases which Broke
had added to Fitzherbert's collections, was published in 1578, under the title of "Ascuns novell
Cazes de les Anz et Temps le Roy Henry VI, Edward VI, et la Roygne Mary ..."."--Dict. nat.
biog.




Common Law—Blackstone

Upon the whole, however, we may take it as
a general rule, “that the decisions of courts
of justice are the evidence of what Is
common law.”

Blackstone’'s Commentaries



Common Law In a Nutshell

Stare Decisis
(Let the decision stand.)

The policy of courts to abide by or adhere to
principles established by decisions in earlier
cases.



Law Reports—Blackstone

"he decisions therefore of courts are held In
the highest regard and...are handed out to
the public view in the numerous volumes of
reports which furnish the lawyer’s library.

Blackstone’s Commentaries
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ast Page of La Graunde
Abridgement




The Sign of the Hand & Star

RICHARD+TOT TEL
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Manuscript Hand—Gothic Type
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La Graunde Abridgement
Owners’ Markings




George Read
1734 - 1798
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George Read’s Signature
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La Graunde Abridgement
Owners’ Markings
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The colonial Read mansion, on the west bank
of Delaware Bay, in New Castle
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Tis faid, where a woman is arraigned, and ad-
judged to be hanged, or -burnt, according to the
Crime, and becaufe that fhe is with childe, Execu-
tion is re[pited untill [hee bee delivered, and now
Jhe is with childe again, becaufe that once execution
was [pared for the fame caufe, now execution fhall
be commanded to be done : and the Gaoler _l'hall not
be punifhed. 28. H. 8. B. Corone. 97. -

March’s translation, 1651 (reprinted 1873)
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Law—Reported Cases

Sources for legal authority and precedents—

Year Books (1268-1535)
Private reports

Digests (& abridgements)
ndexes and tables

* Reported Cases
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Reporters, 52 of the First 59
Cases, 13/8-1732

Bellewe’s Cases Ric. Il | Reports (Coke) Hutton Hardres

Benloe; Dallison Godbolt Bridgman, Sir John Siderfin

Keilwey Saville Rolle Raymond, Sir T.
Moore Croke Palmer Levinz

Dyer Gouldsborough Jones, Sir Wm. Keble

Brooke’s New Cases Popham Winch First or J. Kelyng
New Benloe Yelverton Latch Carter

Anderson Hobart Littleton Vaughan
Leonard Davies Hetley Saunders
Plowden Lane Clayton. Assizes Jones, Sir Thomas
Owen Ley March’s New Cases Ventris

Noy Calthrop Style Pollexfen
Brownlow Bulstrode Aleyn Modern
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English Law Reports

Reporter Period Publ. Date
Sir Francis Moore (1558 — 1621) 1512 - 1621 | 1663 (15t edition)
Sir Edward Coke (1552 — 1634) 1572 - 1616 | 1793 [1600 - ]
Edward Bulstrode (1588 — 1659) 1609 - 1634 | 1688 [1657, 1658]
Edmund Saunders (d. 1683) 1666 - 1673 | 1686 (15t edition)
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m James, Duke of York, to John, Lord Berkeley, .
and Sir George Carteret, for New Jersey.
[Frem Original in New Jersey Historical Society Library.]

This Indenture made th€ Three & Twentith day Of
June in the Sixteenth yeare of the Reig overeigne

Lord Charles the Second by the Grace of God of England

'rum, James, Duke of York, to John, Lord -Berke-
ley, and Sir George Carteret, for New Jersey.

[From Original in New Jersey Historical Society Library.|

This Indenture Made th

June in the Sixteenth yeare of The
Lord Caruis the Second by the Grace of God of England

Scotland firance and Ireland King Defender of the ffaith
&e Annoq Dni 1664 Berweene his Royall Ilighnesse James

ffoure & Twentyeth day o
' = Sovercigne
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United States Supreme Court
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England’s Lord Chief Justice Coke bars King James |
from the “King’s Court,” making the court, by law,
Independent of the executive branch of government.
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The Scholar’s Adage

non lego non credo

“If | don't read it, | don’t believe it”
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The Age of Wikipedia

TEN
Hﬂ"ﬂﬂ MINUTES
BELIEvE,  AND THEN
© CHECK
WIKIPEDIA.

¥
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Daniel Webster




Saunders’ Owners’ Markings
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Andrew Hamilton
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Zenger Trial

a7



Saunders Owners’ Markings




Elias Boudinot
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Bulstode’s Reports Owners’
Markings




Nicholas Waln
1742 - 1813
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Rolle’s Abridgement Owners’
Markings




James Wilson Signature
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Rolle’s Abridgement Owners’
Markings
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James Wilson
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Law—Legal Authority

Sources for legal authority and precedents—

« Constitutions

e Statutes

* Reported Cases
* Treatises

Year Books (1268-1535)
Private reports

Digests (& abridgements)
ndexes and tables
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The Lawyer’s Library

Sources for legal authority and precedents—

e Constitutions
Year Books (1268-1535)

e Statutes Srivat t
* Reported Cases _nvae repors_
P . Digests (& abridgements)
e Treatises
ndexes and tables

Other types of law books—
* Books on Legal Procedure

« Law Text Books (including reference and
history)
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Aaron Leaming

A. Hamilton
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Simboleography
Owners’ Markings
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Simboleography
Owners’ Markings
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BREAKFAST

THE LILY
Or call 888-900-5459
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Samuel Allinson
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Simboleography
Owners’ Markings
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Joseph Bloomfield




The Lawyer’s Library

Sources for legal authority and precedents—

e Constitutions
Year Books (1268-1535)

e Statutes Srivat t
* Reported Cases _nvae repors_
P . Digests (& abridgements)
e Treatises
ndexes and tables

Other types of law books—
* Books on Legal Procedure

« Law Text Books (including reference and
history)
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Blackstone’s Commentaries
Owners’ Markings




The Encyclopaedia of Plymouth History

St BUDEAUX FOUNDATION JUNIOR SCHOOL

The St Budeaux Foundation Junior School is located at Priestly Avenue, St Budeaux, Plymouth. It is voluntary
aided.

The 0ld School

The School was founded in 1717 by the wealthy gentlemen and farmers of the parish, such as the Stucleys and
the Trelawneys, who gave £100 each, a Miss Darracott who gave £50, and Mr Nicholas Docton gave £10. It
was for the benefit of just six boys and six girls. Soon after, in 1725, Mr John Harnis of Pennycross Barton
endowed it with £1 every year for ever, out of the income of his estate. Mrs Christianna Gennys of Whitleigh
Hall, also gave financial support and was appointed as Trustee along with the Reverend Thomas Alcock, vicar of
St Budeaux Church.

=xg other benefactors. In 1767 it was endowed with £300 plus £100 of bank stoCk by Mr Peter Madock

Whitleigh Hall, to add to the annuity of £10 left by his father. That stock wastsd accumulated

F /700 and was sold in 1770 in order to purchase 21 acres of land at Pennycross, from which an income
cuf £71 per annum was at first derived. One of the fields that was purchased was called Beacon Down and was
where Plymouth Albion had their rugby ground until just recently. In 1771 Mrs Joanna Knighton included St

Budeaux in her charitable gifts with a donation of £1 per year for ever. And in addition to all that, there was
still £375 in 3% Consols earning an income. The total income to the School was stated to be £84 5s per year.
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Peter Madock Docton
St. Budeaux Parish Church
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Rev. Alcock’s Notation

1769, July 10, was buried Peter Madock
Docton Esquire, My dear and worthy friend.

Being buried In linen ye penalty of £5 was
incurred....
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L ewis Morris
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Journals of All the Parliaments...
Owners’ Markings

- S
s ,1
&
s

5 - +

@ 2

o ?

S5 R

wir OB

‘}ﬁ By o

Ty

{ MoTmCGENZ /A
)/‘m'““ Q' W J 4 .

(g

b

O3 B
% /
":i' S B SR L SOVAS ot 16 5 = oy O "—)1 / A D -
RS & m ..u“‘/ A — s % ¢

.‘-.

. ?/‘%/Zt coltniy T O ~Ltwes ./érm&/
Sir \/Vllloughby D Ewes, Baronet.

B[ 1hough none can have fo good Title
10 your Father's Labours as your Se!f -

Y (D0 . e S e ﬂrhif ‘?7:“""‘4"‘-;? 'y




87



88



89



JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF

THE FOURTEENTH SENATE

OF THE

STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
BEING -
THE EIGIHTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE.

B L

TRENTON, JANUARY 12, 1858.

286 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

To the Honorable Senate and Assembly of New Jersey :

GENTLEMEN :—Since my report of last year the aggregate
increase of books to the State library number one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-four volumes, and in pamphlets fifty-
four copies.

The greater portion of this number has been donated to the
State by the ““ Law Association of New Jersey,”” and the esti-
mated worth and cost of the same is said to exceed five thou-
sand dollars.

To give room, as contemplated by the act of March 29,
1855, it was necessary to have additional forms and shelves
constructed. So to do advantage was taken of all the space
allowable ; and, for a general accommodation, additional fur-
niture, together with a stamping machine, were equally neces-
sary to carry into effect mnot only the convenient arrangement
but the greater security of property, considered imperative
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The Lawyer’s Library

Sources for legal authority and precedents—

e Constitutions
Year Books (1268-1535)

e Statutes Srivat t
* Reported Cases _nvae repors_
P . Digests (& abridgements)
e Treatises
ndexes and tables

Other types of law books—
* Books on Legal Procedure

« Law Text Books (including reference and
history)
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Our Owners

George Read

Elias Boudinot

James Wilson

Nicholas Waln

L ewis Morris

Samuel Allinson

Joseph Bloomfield

Peter Madock Docton

Andrew Hamilton
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What on earth Is the use of
looking at old law books?

95



Books can develop their own individual
histories, which provide important
evidence about the way they were used
and regarded Iin the past, and which
make them an indispensible part of the
fabric of our cultural heritage.

Books as History by David Pearson
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