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A World Class Resource

Message From Larry Niles, ENSP Chief

Jc'ni At bl cmce wirsle that wou don 't Kees whal you've mol L s
o Indesd, i1 s olen easy ke ake Keal phenomenon [or granied . Ther
are many msikdents al Philalalphia, for examphe, who have never visilod
Independence Hall

Bt il anvose donbled (he worldwide significance al the annual spring
rrigration of shomebirds throogh the Delsware Bay - and the growing ¢on-
cents aboul dls continwing veabality -- all ome had 0do this spring was
spandd a day om the bay shomes ar stop by our banding leanm’s howss on
Rzl s Heac .

[he tearm assembled ther: was, al keast for May, (he Tinest groupood
hird hancders opermaling anywhere on earlh. Australia, hew Sealand,
Acrgenting, Braeil, Canada, Fngland, Sooilasd, e Metherlands -- combined
with our dedicated LS volunteers, it was a LM, ol bind handers. Hul thedr
conirbubiom wenl beyond their unparalleled skill that led i a record none
ber of bemdied shorehinds,

BHudlding upon the experienos ey have developed working with
rrigrating birds in Myways theoaghout the bastern and Westeni
Hermusphenss, thedr experiise - and their very presence -- pul inio olear
perspeclive jusl Bow priceless the shorebinl magration is And how essen-
lial 0 ds For ns o preserie il

Foor their valuabke cominbutioms amnd insight, we say, ™ Thank you .

Pinelands Rattlers

A Thermapling o et Dt Grber ralllesnaks controversies — such as
Mk o Carnently surmounding the comstrieliom of 4 300 heomee development
arciinic @ saake den along Ketlle Bon in Bvesham lownship -- (he the
Iivision ol Fish and Wildliee"s Badangered and Bongarme spocies Prosgram
mecenlly infliakl a tmber ralllesnake monikomng progec throoghoan The
Pinelands Lamd scape Region,

Funded by the Pinelands Corrmmssion, the Thrae-vear, runimam
R13000 project will rack the moverments o individual rattlesnakes during
Mhedr i tive season and identily heir winkenng den lecations, " We wanl
Timd ol wihsene ciber Sens and raviel cormdiors aee o that we can help with
inbelligent plamming ancl develop probective bulliaes thal, Bepeiully, will keep

M Pimedamds popolation viable whike preveniing fuiune comiroasersies like the

cme That has occurred in BEvesham,” savs Larmy Miles, ENSF chiel,

The: EXNBP will forrma snake respons sk fomee comprissd of pre-guali-
Tiend anchividials siuch as slake park personee] and loensed animeal nehabilits-
oers o peaposd 0 calls of ralllesnake siphtings. Aceonding o Dave Golden,
assistant BENEP baclogi=l, these: individuals will collec! each snake amd on it
o o The BENSP o have a radio ransontier implamied, Witlin 24 hoars, O
snakes Wil be released whens it was orginally sighted and (ben tracked with
rerdioy ielemmetry as it feeds, breoeds and makes il way back W ilsden - whene
a nurmber of ather ralbesnakies oo doubl winker,

I abdution, the slale’s Cireen Acnes Progream — a8 parl of a seitdemend
agreemenl between the Pinelasds Corromission and b developer -- s poiasd
Her punchase a el ol land betwesn e Bvesham developren | amd W haron
State Forest. The millesnakes ame almady nsing the are o (o,

Meanwhike, thres rattlesnakes implanted with radio ransmitlars Thal
wer released this spring at the Bt Bin den sike ane being D ked by
Pinelands Corrom ssion and BEMEP biologisls,

The Speakers Bureos offers intesesiad proups on inlomaive dide predenialian and duissen en
NP stlerts o resserth, meneged and gralect andonpered and [heeafased saecien in How Jarey.

Meee than 50 traked Divaion of Fieh and Wildlfa - Wikl Coasarvatkn Carps valenteers
ain avadohh 1o canduel ke baf-bou nlEu!u‘I-!lIr!ul-;t'l]lt'li lewaid odall cudience.
T schesdide o tpasker far pear group, cerdact Teery ol A05-S26-2103
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1 o rim=recreatienal besches -

1 yards beyond a life-

stand. The "wrack line" --

vegelalion, egp cosings anl
und erab hits -- is a prime
g wwise for both plevers aal
which feed there on

xeessive raking hwers the
[y of the beach habitai for
mesting und feeding,” suys
Jlenkins, principal ENSP
. | all. " Hesidis h&llh:'.lng [ese=idl=
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[he fencing prevents beachgo-
m stepping on eggs and
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% cals, dogs and ruls
~ The ENSP is also encouraging
pcitl Bench lowns ta lake w msre
ive rale in munaging and
seling the piping plovers.
uding edueating benchgoers
1 enforcing bocal dog prohibi-
om Thei: benches. Avalon s the
of whal is expected to be
beraels conmunitics Dt will
management agreemenls.
n addition. the ENSE amd the
5. Fish and Wildlile Service is
p with the IVEF's (iffice of
neering and Construction and
A, Army Corps of Engineers
il (uwls for mondioring
' ﬂ'tllﬂ-'ﬂ‘* o wther
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pg (hat resuli from leach
pend projects. The towns
such projects sccur will also
guired (o enhamce i‘l!‘ll,llbl:utll'l
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p the high tide leaves seaweed,

Red Knots:

Achieve weight, but leave late

l :-.uvullh Troam the Division of Fizh and Wikilife™s EMSP sloehind
handing operation on Delawan: Bay this past May were mixed

Aerial surveys of both sides of the Delaware Bay sbore conducied by
Katby Clark, principal ENSP zoclogist, fownd an above-average peak
et of 3 1000 migratory shorebirds on May 30th, The peak connts of
kv turnstones, sermpalmeied sapdpipers and sanderlngs were all sg-
ity above thedr long-lenm averages, while dunlins (45 (000 and
Ao e bers
(13,375) ware ai
peal- high
nwmbers since
Clark began sur-
Veiig in 14RG

Rt red
Kibats, e
specieEs of o
OB, Pedakod
ol May 23 al
36,025, 18 per-
Cenl belom ey
L0 = D T vesr=
age, That Fod
lonws sl gnifi-
il “'!'!‘""“"I""'“I 4 rat b i I'I_l R |_,, el Al i ol D g ¢ ----'l.ﬂ'.- FHTPIY WA :-'
ther ATgeatiian vey abpor 11 Fogra red inor, Botk were trappos on Juae 2 lln‘--ﬂ'.--,l'- o
'-"-”“L-l"lﬂ_*. Photp By Lavry e
wroipsds this past winter, The Kects mmst nearly don ble thelr weighn belone
cotnpdeting ther 10000 male joursey from Terr del Fuego o oibeir Arctic
breesding grownds, T do so, they rely primartly on borseshoe crab eggs,
whose density has declived dramatically dee o what the EMNSP believes iz
the overharvesting of erabs for eel and whelk bedi

Wohile miost of the red knots appess o have gained saificient weight,
they did s abou fve days Later than usual, That was partly doe 1o 3 cone
prlete mid=month absence of spawaiing horseshoe crabs on the NI, side
Chat wasn 't rectified (il a late-monih pew moon e, An wnprecedenied
TS0 ped knods weeng a0i0] o the bay shores Jupe S0, * That means a suffi-
chent portion of the birds got off late,” savs Larry Niles, EMSP chief, *Ii's
i bear what tliat mesans for thedr breeding, bt for the thind vear in a o
the hirds have had problems relaked o insoMcwent orseshoe crab egg
anvgrilabilicy.”

Australia’s Clive Minton, who again beaded the trappioghanding
effiorts, agrees; "Everyiling podnis 1o the sysiem now being balameed on a
kit e el g, TF dhsere (a0t good horseshoe crab egg laving for a considerahle
part of bay, especially the Lot 10 days of e moat, then & dgnificant
praart of Gl popalaton may ot get wooa sufficient welght o enable them o
et o dhe Atk andfor breed successfully,®

Coordinated by Mandy Dey, sasisiant ENSP bickegist, mone fhan 200
Mew Jersey, LLE, aind infernational voluiteers, including skilled handers
Feoam Au siralia, Mew Zealand, Canada, England, Scofland, ihe
Metberlands, Canada, Brazil and Argentina, weighed and banded a recond
5,424 birdz

O that otal, 459 wene petraps, inclsding 20 orginally kanded in
elther Argenting or Braeil, Misety of the red knots alse wene fied with
radio fran soiiers thal were expecied & help an ENSP-led expediiion io
track them this sumimer on thedr Arctic breeding gronnds

For moee infoemetion, visit Larry Mikes' recap of the ENSP s
Delaware Bay and tis summers Anciic reseanch at the Division of Fish
ared Wldlife' s webaine, www,njfishandwildlife com

Watchable
Wildlife

Bat Tours

This fall the EXSP will condect several hat womrs 0 i Hibernia Mina
in the Wildeat Ridge Wildlife Management Amwa in nothem Mew Jersey
The tomrs are conducted in September or October, usiwally on Friday
evamings, They include a brief talk by Bike Valem, & principal ENSP
Aocdoisl, Folkeaed by atrip 1o the mowth of the miee, the stake's
larpest kpowwn bat hibemaculum Bat species vou will have the
opportunity kr see - perhaps even swarming kogether -- inclade litle
bircraen, big bowen, nomth-
e komg-eared,, casiem
pipistrel and fedarally
and stake-endanperod
Indiuna hats,

Conntact Mike Valeni
at 3 TIA-RETS . When
el gh pecpls express,
intenzst, adae will b se
A v will be nodified.

Tinfe Presaw &%, Phefo B Pe Laban

Fall Migration Hot Spots
Raptors:

Wiklcat Ridee Wikilife Manseement Ares (ear Hitemia)
Diirections: Take [-80 0 Exit 37, Take County Roule 513 M 6.5 mikes.
Tiarm right om Upper Hibernia Road, procead 2.8 mibes o the Cherkook
Trailhesd oo b right.

Dfo rmagiinem: NI Div, of F&W, Q0R-GI7-4125%

Cape May Point State Park

D¥ire fio s From Cape My, take O A06 { Sunset Bhal,) wes, keft on
Lighthouse Bivd, i siate park enfranee

Enformadion: M Div, of Parks and Foresiry, S00RRAD | 55

Raptors and Songbirds:

Highee Beach Wikdlife Management Ares {near Cape May Podin)
Drirections: Fromend of Ganden Siae Parkoay, take NI 109 west 1o NJ Rowie
S, Lefton Rowte @ La iraffie ght, Lefvomio CR 626 Seashone Road) o firs
right=land tmen, New Englasd Road, Contime for two miles ioemd of moad and
P b ac0ess parking

Erifo rima fie o, ineluding parking details: M Division of FAW, a00enl %2436

Shorebirds:
Mol beaches, back beys and mud lats aloag e N1, sbone

siow Creek: B

I 40 woecks o bess, el s o dvorie W) wildiie viewing ool or experience. Emal your esponses fo
awdlsTdep sink nj 15. Tile the messoge "Fmevile™ and indude youe nome, addiess ond phana numbsr
koo weri fcnfion purposes . Well publish the best respomes.

August

First week

B Ospreys an ledging.

B (Continuing threugh August)
Red knots migrate through N.J.
coastal areas, haeaded fram the
Canadian Arcte o South America,
Second week

B Last of piping pbwrt:h;hs

Third week 9 a
B Paz=arine migration h-aglrla d
through Capa May peninsula. 3
Fourth week

u Emhfhdghgahagn m:nrlg

away from nasts. F
L] L.nutﬂfbadmnsﬂedga
W Plovers preparing k migrate

south to Florida and the Eurmﬂ‘
W Bals begin murnlm;t:nhh' wine
fering caves/mines.

-

'__-_5'\.
2

September

First week:

B Cespreyvs begin mh;'atn;h L
northern South America. Track the
migration of 3 N.J. ospreys at .
hitp:fana. mhf.ﬂumurrn%ﬂu'.
'Highway to the Topics.”
W Raplor migraton bq;lm_rmrmuh
Cape May peninsula.

Second week

® Monach huuﬂh:hghﬂh
ticvn,

® Diamandback terrapin aﬁm )
begin hatching. ; q
Third week: -

B Peak of bats retuming qﬂ'huir
wintering caves'minas, L -
Fourth week | . g
B Raptor migration paahsun Eq&
May peninsula. i

P
g

October

First week

B Wood lurtles relum to streams
feor bresding and hibernaticon,
Fourth week

B Snow geess begin arriving.




