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To the Rowan Community:

The proposed merger of our University with Rutgers-Camden has dominated the news and engendered 
a great deal of vocal sentiment since Gov. Chris Christie announced and sanctioned the proposal by the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry Advisory Committee in late January.

While decisions about the initiative are in the State’s hands, 30 members of the Rowan family have been 
meeting and working since last fall to outline the impact of such a move and start to detail what it will  
take to make such a merger successful.

Last week, I presented a “working document” on the merger—“Rowan University in Support of Higher 
Education Reorganization for Southern New Jersey”—to the governor’s staff.

During Monday’s New Jersey Senate Higher Education Committee and Assembly Higher Education 
Committee hearing in our Student Center, a passing reference was made to this document, and reporters 
seized on it and began to ask for copies.

In order to present the facts, I called for a meeting with journalists today and shared the document with them.

What we always meant to be an internal document—and a very early one at that—has become very public, 
and we expect extensive media coverage about it today and tomorrow. We also fully expect it will be 
misinterpreted and misused.

It is important that you read this entire report yourself rather than just a summary interpreted  
by reporters and others, including opponents of the proposed merger. You can find it at  
www.rowan.edu/researchuniversityproposal

I am happy that we have been actively planning for this possible merger, but what we have written about in 
this document is only the beginning. No doubt we will add to, modify and delete items should the merger 
move forward. And, of course, we have no intention through this document to make any unilateral changes, 
including to collective bargaining relationships. Again, this is a starting point from which many of us—and 
hopefully our Rutgers-Camden colleagues – can some day work. Rutgers-Camden has not contributed to 

“Rowan University in Support of Higher Education Reorganization for Southern New Jersey,” but I hope this 
may lay some groundwork for future conversations with administrators, faculty and staff at our sister school.

 Sincerely,

 Ali A. Houshmand 
 Interim President
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