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,é%;~ " Constitutional Con sission. ) F

The Committee uppointexd&at the pres 1
vious meeting met yesterday at 11 o'clock, |
{0 agree on their report, and the Commiss
don assembled at noon in the Senate
tamber. The following gentlemen an-
" wered to their names: Cutler, Carter,
pabcock, Buckley, Gilohrist, Taylor, Ten
fyck, Swayze, Gregory, Thompeon, Green,
Grey, Ferry. Ahsent, Dickinson.

The new appointments are: L

Secsond District—Philemon Dickinson,
sice Mercer Beasley, Chief Justice, de~
dined. Mr. Dickinson is well kn?wn,
pighly respected and an efficient business
gan. He has been President of the Tren-
1on Banking Company for 30 years. Heis

ygentleman who has the confidence of the
atire community and is well known as|
one who is liberally educated. .

Fourth District—Joseph Thompson, vice
Martin Ryerson, resigned, is a leading
farmer, residing in Somerset county. He
pas been Jugde of the Court of Common
Pleas of Hunterdon _county, and is now af
Judge of Somerset county. He is a practi-
ally strong-minded man, and one to
whom his neighbors invariably look for ad-
vice. )

Sixth District—George J. Ferry, vice 3
Theodore Runyon, declined, isa 1ea.d_mg

manufacturer, residing at Orange. Heisa
msn of liberal education and great energy.

Seventh District—Dudley S. Gregory,
rice Abraham O. Zabriskie, deceased, was a v
mamber of Copgress .and 8 candidate for!
U.S. Senator. Heisa thorough business
man. : o :
Attorney Goneral Gilchrist—I have
great pleasure in moving that Senator
Ten Eyck be the presiding officer of this
Convention. .

The choice was unanimous, and Mr.
Carter and Mr. Buckley were appointed to }
conduct him to the chair, by Secretary

_Anderson.

GexrLexey :—I desire to tender my pro-
found thanks for this mark of your favor, I
am sure I shall always remember it, with
the liveliest emotions of pleasure. I shall
regard it as & sweet flower that has blos-
wmed by my pathway of life. )

Allow me a word and but & word, with
 regard to this Commission. Constitutional
: government, a3 we all know, is _most con-

ducive to the welfare and- happiness of the

ple. Other and more arbitrary forms, .
may be more brilliant and vigorous, and
. may enhance the State and grandeur of a
" few, but our Republican form secures—bet.-
ter secures the right and privileges of the }

many. o .

1n pasing a nes: Constitation, or in pro-

posing amendments to one aiready forn_xed,

permit me, for myself, to say, that while I
. vould avpid all theoretical and experimen-

Al projects, I would favor such measures,
! wa vastly growing business, the pursuits
' dindustry and labor, a pure elective fran-
: mise ; & wise and efficient administration
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 bllowing general heads :

- Dinted by the President of the Commis- | -

Y, Wbject included therein be referred to a!

EY

. 1873

" How strangely are tha ways of DProvis |

"———E
dence sometimes repeated: In 1844 fan
eminent gentleman, a great lawyer and a
learned Chancellor, was unanimously called
to preside over the convention that framed
the present constitution of the State, and }'
&t about the time that body ceased its la~
re, e was called to his everlasting rest—
another presided in his stead and revised
that excellent and well digested instrument,
Eight weeks ago, in this very spot,chosen
by the united voices of us all, stood the
manly form of our late dietinguished Presi-
dent. We heard his few well chosen words. !
We separated ; we to our business and our |
homes ; he for.a long and extended jour-

ey.

Iylurrying back from the Pacific coast to
resume this very post of duty—death, like
s Indian arrow, struck him on the«ray,
snd he fell amidst the native grandeurs of
the distant West. The cars rushed on-
wards, bearing his body through the moun-

. ain passes, but his immortal spirit soared
aloft, high above their topmost summits—
10 live, [ humbly trust, in joys perpetual!

What can I say? He bas done his duty
nobly and is justly mourned and honored.
He has raised a monument to himself, in,
enduring brass,which will last when marble
tablete shall have crumbled into dust; but
Iwill leave it to you, gentlemen, who are

“better able to speak of him. .
What can we do? We can, at least, try
1o imitate bis virtues and examples, and in
tlour acts, here as elsewhere, strive to do
our duty to the State and Nation.
" Begging your assistance and indulgence,
"and returning my warmest tbanks for your
“kind consideration, you will please proceed '
‘¥ith the business of the Commission. :
i Mr. Gilchrist said, on behalf of the com- |
'hmittee he handed in the report, but that
-18 did so without assenting to all the par
Veulars,
" Mr. Anderson read the following report : i
The committee appointed by the Consti-
ission to prepare a plan of
s40 present a list of subjects
beconsidered by the Commission, | -

dollowing report : ]
1Ce; prganization of the committee |
Wecancy ‘has occurred through the resig. |
Htion of Hon. Martin Ryerson, by which
:ﬁmelns their number has been reduced to
e .

The Committee recommend the adoption
.o the following plan of business: .
L. That the subject now embraced in the
stitution requiring the consideration of |
¢ Commission be classified under the five

L. Legislative Department — Bill of
Rights and Right of Suffrage.
L Exeoutive,
3. Judiciery,
oé' Appointing Power 'and Tenure of
ce.

5 Future amendments, General Provi-
Yions and Final Revision.
IL. That there be five committees ap. | -

%n and that each general head and the

Parate Committee,with instruétion, if any
“anges are found desirable, to report
m in the form of amemdmentsto be
c": ied in the recommendations of the
WMmission to the Legislature. :

'~ lIL That the Committee to which shall !
B referred the subject included under the
" I8t general head, viz: Leginlative Depart. |
¢ Nent, Bill of Rightsand Right of Suffrage, |
", "%l consigt of five memberx, and that the |
; ,2‘&:!' committees consist of thrce mem-}

v -

: of legislation, and such as the interests of

. education—free sud common to all; good

' morals ; & higher civilization and true pro- r
| _gree3 MY Fequire. But a few words more. |

g ! flaw; evils in existing forms and methods

e PP,
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IV. That .he hom' ot' meetmg of the
{commission be ten o'clock A. M., and the
hour of adjournment be three o'cleck P.
( M., unleas otherwise ordered.

Mr. Buckley moved to adopt the report-

Mr. Gilehrist said he should like to have
the resolution read by which the commit-
tee was appointed. That being done, he,
i Mr. Gilchrist, said that the committee were

‘instructed to report.on some general order
of business to be undertaken by the com-
‘mittee. With all deference to them, it |
seemed to him that they had not fulfiiled
the task, but had merely presented a list
of subjects from the present constitution,

¥ED., JULY 9, 1873
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did not present any general range of sub.
jects or indicate any plan for business. Af.
ter going over the aange of subjects in their |
;order he said, there is a desire that special
{ !legislation shall cease, and that we shal)
1 have corporation franchises granted under
“a general law, 80 a3 to relieve the Legisla-
ture of nineestenths of their busipess, which,
1 legitimately, should be the making of laws
and not the granting of franchises. The
{ subject of general legislation is one on
{which public attention is excited, and the }
- popular will is to draw a limit between gen- |
"eral and special legislation. He then point-
. ed out how he thought the considerations
i for the commission should be arrrnged,and
said that the questions were great, compris-
ing the constitution of the Legislature and
representation. He then indicated in what
order he thought the business should come,
{and then said he was a little at a loss how
to shape the motion, but to take the sense
i of the convention he would move to ex-
clude from the Legislative Department )}
head the organization and construction.of,
that body,
Mr. Swayze objected to the ndoptxon of

 to him thatthe Commission does not re-
. | Present any great body of people in the
1Sta.u, and when they were about to amend

a Constitution that might last somé 20, 30,
40 or 100 years, they should be careful,
and it would be far better to make their'
| report in conformity with the idea céap-
tained in the Governor's message. They
would have reports in the press of the
State, and they could gather the opinions
of the people how they should. proceed.

Mr. Taylor defended the report. He
thought that the committee that has charge
of the . Legislative Department ought, at
‘least,, to'hiave charge of the fundamentals.
"He objécted to the viaws of the Attorney
| General.

The motion of Mr, Gilchrist was lost.
I Mr. Buckley caiied up his motion for the
adoption of the report.

Mr. Grey said, before the vote on the
motion was taken he should like to ask a
J| question, in relstion to the report itself—
how is that there are five in the committee
on the Legislative Department and only
three on the other committeea? _

vy

and it did appear to him that the report f

the report on different grounds. It seemed |

" }counter the greatest amount of work.

1 the adoption of the report simnly because |}:.
it ented the different subjects they |-
woul

L

| He cared not how they divided the ques-

lever views the committees might take,

| mittee, the proposed amendment would

4 tion of committees.

{ that no member would be debarred from |
| suggesting any amendments he saw fit.

{ when the reports of the committees were

r. Gilchrist ;éplied" that it was consid- | ;
ered the Legislative Committee would en~ |} -

Mr. Buckley remarked that he favored |

have to consider, and because he |i
thought the committees there mentioned
could take up«all ‘the amendments neces-
cessary, and he could not conceive how
they would not be able to meet all ques- |
questions that would come before them.

tions in the Legislative Department, they {
would all come under that bead. What-

they would all come before the general
body for discussion.

Mr. Swayze said there was another se-
rious objection, unless a member of the
Commiesion might move an amendment to
the recommendation of a particular com.

only be the ideas of two or three. Sup-
posing there should be an opinion amongst
the people that the Judiciary should be
elective, as has been adopted by many of }
the States, wera those wno were in favorof |
it to be sbut out from expressing their|
views? It is a settled axiom that all the
sovereignity resides in the people, and we
oughs uot to adopt this . report if it is in |
tended to shut up discussion snd takeonly |
the viewsd of two or three men. They |
ought not to adopt that report if such was [ -
its object. There might be a desire to |-
abolish the Court of Chancery, to make | . .
the offices of Secretary of State and State p K

Treasurer eiective, and those believing such }
changes necessary should not be shut out f\
from expression of their views by the ac-

Mr. Buckley—When the reports of com-
mittees are presented they will be subject
to amendments, He took it for granted

The object of the report was to get matters
in that state so that they could begin to
work. He could not- see how Mry. Swayze
could form such ideas. As for himself,

presented, be should claim the right to
make what amendments he pleased.
Mr. Teylor moved to amend, that the
consideration of subjects for committees
be as follows :—1st, Bill of Rights: 2,
Rights of Suffrage ; 3d, Limitations upon
powers of @overnment ; 4, General Legis-
lation ; 5, Legislative Department ; 6, Ex-
ecutive Department ; 7, Judiciary Depart.
ment ; 8, Appointing Power and Tenure of |
Oﬂioe, 9, Future Amendments; 10, Gen-
eral provisions and final revision. The |
object of thus dividing up the work, he*
said, was to have each one considered by |
itaelf and thus lessen the work by a divi- |

sion of luber ; another reason was, to re- |



L

{ of the Commiesion. He was opposed to the | -
1 agpointment' of commiittees, and thought! .
they should confine themselves to the mak- |

that- reform is needed,
special legislation takes up a great part of
thgl time of the Legislature and is exceed~
ing' y expem.ive. After many - salient | ‘| ; f sugzesti
points be said the committees, ten in léiﬁ-.s(}iglglﬁtilsgn;id hie proposed four com- |
number, could digest the various subjects | | mittes instead of ten. : '
and see where there are any deficiencies. | Mr. Swayze moved toamend by striking |
Mr. Carter said if that was a legal body out all that relates to committees. :

v Mr- Gilchrist said h ly agreed with |
and they were to form s new constitution, wmr hz:dcb:::: ::;d b; ‘:i‘xr :hye ‘;gentletxv:;:ll: ‘

he could agree with very much the last After they had agreed on what they should |
speaker had advanced ; but they were not | d_iscuas,d they dc«:luld mkeb;lp tge ﬁonatitu- g
) f90047 tion and read the preamble and other mat |
thgre .-.t?~ n_nke 8 new oonstitation b at to ters and get the thoughts of those present |
on the matter, .
Mr. Taylor said he was opposed to doing |i

v

Acsa.
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| ———

;amend that which is a good one. If ih'ey ! ‘laway with committees. They must suggest | *
-meddled with and: Qa ‘i bafore they could prepare. Their purposes |
. nd.amended ail the sub- [: : LY :
Jects proposed, 1€ thoucht (hew i |had to be put into distinct shape before

- be doi > ought thuey should | . |they could proceed. He was not strenu-
; ¢iNZ more than the people wanted.{ - ~ ious for tem committees, but comnmittees

. and for that reason he was opposed to so |/ |they must have.

Mr. Grey wanted to know if the Commis-
sion is so enormously large that they could |
-|not get along together? He did not think |

Many committees. The people would fear
‘they wero to have too much constitution as

S ——

_Ithéy h;'d t?omuch law: They were to avoid || - |it was. They were only a committee in
‘ ”ravellmg !0 extenssve fields, for they were |  |number; a committee of 14 from a popu-~
\ 1but & commission to suggest a few amend- | - lation, of 1,000,000, and he thought that

they could do their business while toge-
. . . ther., If they wanted a committee at-ally}
! er. Gilchrist asked for the reading of | it was not until after t‘peiylllmdaconference.
ithe introductory part of : If they were not careful the work they had
' Y part of the resolution set themselves would take t.ie rest of. the

‘ ments to & really good constitution,
|

again. i . ]

!’,,gc]uam:z?o:em:md;r seemed only tobim |- year. Let them not be like the New York

. t of subjects. . Commission, that sat for months and ac- |
That being done, Mr. Gilchrist said he complished: nothing. Let them act like

L was, 80 far for the amendments, which did sensible men, coming from the people, and

not necessarily mean all those committees. g? tat&;:a!:p::ﬂtil‘:;u:&{ves all the functions |

'I.'he report-of .each committee #ould con : Mr. Taylor said the Commission had not |
| sider the special subject to which they ad- |. met for wrangling or for measuring swords,
_ .| dressed themselves, and then they would ~ {but must act in a deliberate manner and |
| be able to know what they were about. ;g'l}om: l::leu; coz&nt;e;sécvtvsbo ;g:ld:;:;g
Mr. Taylor said’ he saw th i oy arrive At 1 o lusio p

. €re was a mis- never arrive at any conclusion unless they !
4apprehension in the mind of the member '

; bad some plan of order, ‘and committees !
{ from the first district. It was not that the | were just as pecessary to a body of 14 as to,
Vet

TR

il committees should make a new Constity. [-. 1,400. LR .

| tion, not with the ‘expeotuncy that they | Lo anst ll they desid s to

| would make amendments on every subject; | platl;d by the Governor that this body |

: but the object was that they should digeai "~ 1should.elect a small ' bady. of their number
carefully the questions embraced under the|. | '@ £bape their own ideas, and then come

! general heads. . A to the commission: with: prestige; but it

was contemplated. that thie work should be
done in open session..” What o})portunit.y
will there be given. to disouss if you shut
up three or four men in a private room.
propose their own amendments?—
§ What we want to- do, is to. eal openly
Jand fairly with the - sovereignty
‘| we represent. Why should not the whole
body be a committee ? The people are very
jealous of this Commission. They look
upon it with distyust.” I'don't say their |
complainis are righto ng, but I deal
with men as I find them. . = ’
Mr. Green said' there appeared ta be a |
great deal of unnecessary uneasiness. ife

{ " Mr. Swayze spoke in favor of the amend- |
j.menu of Senator Taylor.
| The President put the question. The};
. ayes and nays were called, with the follow-
. 1ing result :
e *_ Yeas—Babcock, Cutler, Ferry, Gil hri
. ‘Brs:en. Swsgyse, ’!'a'ylor. Tb’omp:royr;, Glrgyi’;:
Ey‘clzy:;. uckley, Carter, Gregory, Ten
Mr.'Gilchri-t propoeed that there be four |
eommnt.tees; 1st, Bill of Rights and Suffrage;
2d, Legislative Department ; 3d, Executive,

| Judiciary, appointing power and tenure of | said the plans proposed. were simply for |
« office; 4th, Future amendments and ﬁn.lf the purpese of eﬂuingf‘thesub)jeou te be |
., e p | O Buckloy ‘mid the gontleman from |
. P r. Bue said the gentleman from
The President asked if the Commiasion: . §Union had coovyered the whgla ground, He:
was ready for the question. | “{ said he had never known g deliberate body
Mr. Gregory said he was opposed. Medid | called togather that did not delegate their'f

work to a committee, so that they might
-{ have it in some distinct form for action.—
.| Mr. Swayze had an idea that the commit-
] tees would be composed of men who wauld
‘1 go into secret chambers to take away the.
rights of the people. . There was no such
! [thingin the book. .
e T o :

not suppose they, were sent there to tear the |
constitution all to pieces, but fora particu-
& lar purpose. Itseemed to him the best plan
to think abeut what amendments they |’

.!sze_d_a,nd not rush on without thought.
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Mr. Ferry remarked that tha preésent
Constitution emanated from master minds,
and they should approach the work with
care. He spoke in favor of committees to
report to the Commission,

Mr. Gray said it did not seem 80 much a
question of committees as when they are to
be appointed. He did not mean to say that "
there would be no necessity for a commit-
tee at any time. There might not, for it
was possible they might agree, and possible
they might disagree.
that committees should be appointed apd
«djourn over without knowing their res

porta.

Article nine of the Constitution was read -
by Mr. Anderson, atthe request of Mr..
Gregory, who then said, you see the per~
plexities of our position, and then he
pointed out the course their propositions
had to run before they became law, all of -
which showed the great jealousies there are
of the Constitution, and all of which.
showed that their powers were very limited.
Had they not better consider the subjects -
before they sent them to the committees.
They heard talk of the wish for an elective
Judiciary of the people and of the right of !
suffrage. What did it mean, that young:
men of 19 or 21 years of age were the peo -
ple and that women were included ? They
had to approach these matters carefully.—
They knew there were s” things that
ought to ba amended. They should be:
trying to make the best government and to
keep it permanent. :

Mr. Green pointed out that it was merely
a question of committces—4 instead of 10;:

Jand without committees they had a fair

sample in the discussion of what would
take place. :

ey

He did not think:

—

Mr. Gilchrist found himself in a difficult
sition. He agreed with much that he,
heard from both sides. These resolutions :
were not for appointing committees, but|

‘making rules for their government. le;.

.

.

{
i

.

!

!

i

would start to business in 1 anon a8 the pre.
amble to the comstitution is read, if any:
member has any amendments to make let
him make them then, and let the matter be ¢
referred to acommittee to teport, It seemed |
to him that they must have committees, -
and then would come the question when ;
they are to be appointed ? z

After some further discussion the Presi- ;
dent said, the question isto dispense with
all committees on motion of the member
frora Essex.

The amendment was lost. .

Now, said the P.esident, comes the prop- .
osition of the Attorney General, that there
be four committees, with the subjects stated =
to be referred to them. :

That was put to the vete and adopted.

Mr. Green moved that all reports of com-
mittees, before final action, shall be report- !
ed to a Committee of the Whole.

Carried. i

Mr. Green also proposed that the Com !
mission will lay before the Legislature any!
specific amendments that may be agreed | -
upon by any four members.

Mr. Taylor objected. .
Mr. Swayze moved that it be laid on the
table. :

The motion was lost. ?

Mr. Taylor moved the minority mend-l‘

1]

|
t
I
&

i
!
’

| ments be presented by themselves.

Mr. Grey said that it was only right that'

.{the minority of the Commission should

have liberty to report on the amendments,
.pro : t

————e g ————



.dent. When so great a man falls, the

TVED., JULY 9, 1873

" Mr. Swayze said it seemed wrong to him
that four members should control the Com.
mission.

Mr. Green said that it was offered for the
very reason to give the member from Sus-
sex the very thing he appeared to have"
been seeking for, the opportunity to lay,
his views before the Legislature. It did
seem only just ; that where four members
disagreed they should have the opportu- -
nity to make a minority report. L .

Mr. Taylor did not see any objection to
dissentients laying their views ‘before the
Legislature. )

The President said there were, then,!
three distinct propositions.

They were all passed over to make way |
for Mr. Green's motion, which was lost.

Then the Commission came to the re-
port of the Committee asamended, |

Mr. Gilchrist—If we adopt the report, !
without any action as to the time the Com-
mittees shall be appointed, we shall go |
wrong. They can be appointed at once. |

Mr. Grey thought there was no necessity |
for specification of time, ok

Mr. Gilehrist—I move that the commit- !
tees shall not be appointed until after the
members have had opportunities to pre-
sent suggestions a3 to amendments to any
part of the Constitution.

Mr. Buckley said it did not involve any ‘
necessity. ,

Mr. Taylor said nothing could be done |
until committees were appointed.

After some discussion the report, as
amended, was adopted. %

On motion of Mr. Taylor 100 copies of !
the Constitution, printed in bill, form was i
ordered to be procured by the Secretaries. !

A motion to read the Constitution and !
consider it section by section), by Mr. Grey,
was lost, 9 to 4. )

Mr. Carter moved a recess of half an -
hour for the appointmet of committees.

Mr. Grey objected. The Chair could not,
he said, obtain sufficicent knowlege of the:
Commission in that time to appoint com-
mittees, '

After motions and amendments, without
any interest to the reader, it was resolved
that the Commission adjourn to meet on
the 22d of July, when the President will
announce the committees..

DEATO OF THE LATE PRESIDENT.

The Attorney General said, the Commis-
sinn is already aware, and their action in
electing a new President has been passed ,
upon it, of the death of the late Presi-

S

N

tody over whom he presided should take .
some notice of the fact, and indicate, in |

8ome manmer, that they cherish and revere I
~his memory.

"born in the State of New York, at Green- i
"wood, in 1807, and his family removed to '
. New Jersey in 1811, Hae completed his

Chanoellor Zabriskie was |

education at Princeton in the year 1828, i
and entered on the profession of the law in .
1831, and after a career of most extraordis

nary success, he filled the office of Chan- . ‘

cellor. He spoke in eloquent terms of his
life, spoke of him as a man who did that
which was just and right, and who had left
bebind bim an exzample worthy of imita-
tion.

B e SN )

. [Want of spacépreventsus Irom report
ing the speech in full.]

Mr. Gregary zpoke feelingly on the death
of the Chancellor. :

'n motion of Mr. Green a committee of
th’ree were appointed to draft resolutions,

T'ie President named Messrs. Green
Gregory and Carter, '
) \.e.regret that a want of ipace and an
inability to procure the * copy,”’ compel us
to postpone the publication of the resolu-
tions reported by the committee, until to-
morrow,
1 After a resolutian that they be adopted
which was oarried, and that they be en-
grossed and presented torthe family, which
was also carried. The Commission ad-
Journed to meet 2gain on the 22d of this
-month, having been'in session four hours
-and a quarter, ’
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Ceonstitutional Commission.

The Commission met yesterday morning

,at ten o'clock,when the following unswered
"to their names : Ten Eyck, Carter, Thomp- |
son, Babcock, Green, Grey. !

The President said, there not being a
quorom present, the Commission would’
take a recess until a quarter after 11 o’clock.
At that time, the following answered :
Ten Eyck, (President) Gregory, Babeock,

: Carter, Grey, Green, Dickinson, Thorpson,
Swayze and Catler. 3
Absent, Buckley, Gilchrist, Taylor and,
. Ferry. .

The Secretary read the minutes of the
previous meeting.

Mr. Gregory called attention to a state—|
ment in' a resolution that there should be
12 members present or no business should

' be transacted, and inquired if that number
' was present that- day.
! The Secrefary said the resolution named |
| was read and Iaid over for future considera-
tion. '
The minutes were adopted.

COMMITTEES.
. The President announced the fellowing
committees : '

Bill of Rights, Rights of Suffrage, Limi

tation of Power of Government and General
and Special Legislation—J. W. Taylor, Es-
“|sex; Robert 8. Green, Union; Benjamin |
{ Buckley, Passaic.
Legislative Department—Its (rganiza-
{tion and Constitution—Robert Gilchrist, |
Hudson ; Samuel H. Grey, Camden ; Phile-
mon Dickinson, Meroer ; John F. Babcock,
Middlesex ; Jacob L. Swayze, Sussex.

Exeontive, Judiciary and Appointing
Power and Tenure of Office—Augustus W,
Cutler, Morris; Dudley S. Gregory, Hud-
| son ; Benjamin F. Carter, Gloucester.

Amendments, General Provisions and
Final Business—Samuel H. Gray, Camden ;
George J. Ferry, Essex ; Joseph Thompson,
Somerset. :

The President said that the first thing
in order was unfinished business.

Mr. Swayzs called for the reading of the
first rule he introduced, whick was to the
effact that the Commission should not pro~
ceed to business until 12 members were
present, Oa that rule he enlarged and

moved its adoption.

1 Mr. Green dissented.

Mr. Carter moved that 12 be stuck out
and ten substituted.

_ Mr. Green moved to strike the whole of
the rule out, as its provisions were already
provided for in the rules of the Senate,

Mr. Carter asked that the rules of the
Senate be read in relation to that matter.

After somy, further discussion, Mr. Sway.

' tion, as amended, means, that a man may

| cannot do it.

1edge he could on the matter.

| which had small faith in the people and

i tion of property held for agricultural or
" horticultural
i churches, jcemetery or charitable associa-
!tions, unless it belonged to the public at §

ze spoke on the fourthrule, that before the
final adoption of any question the Com- !
mission should be adjourned for three days,
on motion of any member of the Commis--
sion,

"perty belonging to corporations. He
. terest, and the

.with the substitution of life imprisonment

. representation, and the creation of any new

a0

Mr. ar;g;q thaught they "could get on ‘
without that rule.
Mr. Green asked if it was not poesible to !

| have a day on whieh to adjourn to without,
{ the rule,

The motion of Mr. Swayze was lost, 5 to

5. For the motion, Carter, Cutler, Dick

inson, Grey, Swayze. Against, Babcock,:
Gregory, Groen, Ten Eyck, Thompson, i
Mr. Swayze moved, that any member |
may, at any time, during the session of the
Commission, propose any amendment to
the Constitution for their consideration. )
Mr. Grey said that he did not tee the
use of that rule. He moved that the words
be added, “except when some other|
amendment is under discussion.” His ob~
ject was, he said, to prevent the discussion
of two resolutions at the same time,
Mr. Swayze accapted the amendment.
Mr. Green pointed out that the resolu-

do a thing at any time unless when he
He moved the rule be:
stricken out.

The motion of Mr. Swayze was lost.

Mr. Gregory moved that a copy of the
names of the special committees be fur-
nished to each member at their postoffice
address. Carried.

Mr, Swayze moved that the PResident ap-
point a committee of three to draw upa
circular inviting citizens to send suggés
tions as to proposed amendments to the
Constitution. ‘

Mr. Gregory said that he snd Mr. Taylor
had talked that matter over. Senator
Taylor was taken sick and could not be
present that day. It seemed to him, the |
Speaker, that they should ask for informa-|"
tion on the propcsed amendments, and
from that course he thought they might
obtain instruction, as the amendments to
be proposed were merely suggestive. e
would second the proposition of Mr.
Swayze.

Mr. Swayze said the resolution con-
templated gaining information from citi-|
zens as to what amendments were required
and he was anxious to gain all the knowl |
He then | -
read a long speech he had prepared. The !
present Constitution was prepared by those [“1 e
who were guided by that conservatism !

hence denied the very rights it,by singular
inconsistency, declsred inherent in the
people. He favored generally the recom-
mendations of the last Gubernatorial mes-
sage. The Constitution should be smended
80 as to secure greater conformity and
equality in oollecting taxes, with no exemp-

v

purposes, bv schools or

large, nor of railroad stocks or other pro-

favored greater uniformity in the rate of in-
revention of all usurious
devices —"abolishing capital punishment,

and no Yower of pardon lodged anywhere.
He would oppose any change of Senatorial

offices, except where neceseary in reorganiz-
ing the judiciary system. He would favor |




. identuls-—prohibitingnll municipalities from

extension of the veto power—fixed salaries |
fon:(rgblxo officers, with all perquisites to be |
'paid into the State treasury—allowing Leg

1islators $750 annual pay, with for inci-

. ‘subseriptions to railroad or private corpora-
tions—making ineligible to office any Leg-
“islator who shall accept a railroad pass, and
compelling him at the end of his term to
.‘mBk?dOMltl. that hel:n.u ivclan ?)(l’ vote ff‘)r a
consideration—making ineligible any Lege
ialator securing h?;“c‘fE&Ts nominaii%ﬁ or
elect‘ion by use of money in any way—pre- |’
venting any Judge from acceptance of free
railrond ride:, and making ineligible to
Judgeship the holder of railroad stocks —
the election by the peoploe of the Secretary
‘nfState, Attorney General,Clerk of Supreme |
Court, and by each county its Prosecuting
, Attornry—complete orgnaization of our Ju-
diciary system, with the Court of Chancery
:aholished—the Supreme Court to consist
of T-Judges,nud e the Court of Lsat Resort

. —seven Circuit Judges to constitute  Cir<
" cuit Court, with original jurisdiction in all
-law and equity aases—one law Judge for
i each County Court, he to be'a Counsellor.
;and elected by the people—the Chief Jus- |
'tice to have a pin® years’ term, his Asgoci- :
‘ates seven and the Cirouit Judges six years. :
i  Mr. Dickinson, before Mr. Swayze had:
concluded, tose' to'a point of order. He!
:8aid that the discussian which had been
precipitated upon them was not .germane &
“to the question, and.-be-ssked-fos, the read-
ling of the resolution. Ha was not in favor
{of the resolution, but called for its reading [
«again as the general discussion wsﬁ@irtirely

outof ordér. > - 4 .

The President safd, sccording to the

‘rules of the Senate, a point of order $aised
is not debatable,

Mr. Swayze.—I am nearly through now.

Mr. Dickinsén.—If be is brief and nearly
through I will withdraw my point of order.

The point of order withdrawn, Mr, Swayze

i concluded his speech.

Mr. Green said he would like to hear
some of the ideas that Mr, Gregory and Mr- ;
Taylor had talked over. |

. Mr. Gregory read from his manuscript, !
iand suggested the issuing of circalars with
{fly leaves, and inviting suggestions frol
those interested in their work.-: .- - -
| Mr. Swayze withdraw his resolution. -

After some further discussion, .

Mr. Green moved that any suggestions
should be sent to the Secretaries and be, by
them forwarded to the chairmen of the
various committees. .

Mr, Swayze opposed, on the ground that '
he wanted all members of the Commission |
1to know what is going on ip the business.

' Mr. Green—It seamsto meil-‘ant “unfor-
‘tunate in being misunderstood by my -
friend. I do not suppose that'the commit- ¢
_tees shall keep the suggestions .to them-
selves., : :
The motion of Mr. Green was adopted.
Mr. Grey—I move that the Secretary
"read the Constitution of New Jersey, in

order that we may know what we are

doing.

Mr. Andersan. read the Constitution.

On motion of Mr. Dickinsonthe joint
resolution of the last Legislature was read.

On motion of Mr. Gregory that part of
Goverrior Parker's message wad read, which
calls attention to the necessity for amend-

~ [ ment to the Constitutios. -

© e

My, Cutler moved :

Zesolved, That the President of this Com-

mission shall be ez officio president of all
committees, . Y

The President said that matter been con- ||
sidered and decided in the ‘negative. :

Mr. Grey said, as the committees were to 4
prepare busliness, he maw no reason why
they should not avail themselves of the
wisdom of their presiding officer on all
committees, :

The President said as that proposition
‘implied a change of rules, it must lay over
until the next,meeting. ‘

Mr. Carter said, by way of faciltating

committees; he would hand in the follow-
ing proposed amendments to the Constitu-
tion : -
SUFFRAGE.’
Article 2ad, Section 1st : “Strike out the
word white, 80 80 to conform to the Con-

stitution of the United States.” ) ]

Second—To insert, after the wordd five
"months, and of the township and ward.
. or election district, in which he resides, 60
_days.

. Third—Add to this section, “Or in legis-
tation, or who Has been found to bea de-
faulter to the General or State government.” 1
After the year 1885 the Legislature may
also pass laws to prevent persons, on arriv-
ing at their majority, from voting, who
cannot read thy Constitution of the State
in the English language.

ALLOWANCE TO LEGISLATORS, ,

Mr. Carter also offered the following sug-
gestion : ,

To amend the seventh part of section ¢

i of article 4 of the Constitution by substitat«
: jng the following : ST
! Members of the Senate and, General As~.
"sembly shall receive a compensation for
* their services of §550 per annum, except-
ing the President of the Senate and
Speaker of the Assembly, who shall each
receive $600 per annum, to be paid out of
the Treasury of the State ; and, in addition,
.each member shall receive five cents for
each mile necessarily travelled in going to
the seat of government at the commence-

: ment of the session of the Legislature, and
i returning at its elose. - And there shall not
be any other allowance or emolument di-
rectly or indirectly, but this shall be in full
for postage, stationery and sll other in-
cidental experees and perquisites, - J

Mr. Grey moved when the Commission

Tuesday in September at 12 o'clock.
Mr. Green moved it be 1l instead of 12
o’clock. Carried.

business, and to give some work for the'|

adjourned it did so to meet ‘the second |

S R T
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it be the second Tuesday in O tober. !
Mr. Babeock moved it be the second !
Tuesday in September. =~ =~ 7 ;
After motions and counter motions,!
Tuesday, October the 7th, was agreed:
upon, Time, 11 o’clock. ‘
Mr. Carter suggested that the committees’
should be called together in the early part |
! of September.
The President—That must be left to the

. committees, + !
. The names of the committees were ther |
|

[

Mr. Green moved to reconsider, and t}u

called and they gave their post office ad-
dresses, after which the Commission ad.'
i jourqu.

~ |




Comstitutional Commission.

sey Constitational Commission met in the
Senate Chamber, yesterday, at eleven
o'clock. But four members being then
present, a recess was taken until twelve
o'clock, at which time the following mem
| bers answered to their names: Mesars.
Buckley, Carter, Cutler, Dickinson, Ferry,
Gregory, Green., Swayze, Ten Eyck and
Thompeon.

Mr. Ten Eyck, in the course of remarks.
relative to the resignation of certaio mem-
bers, said:

The occupant of the chair asks your fur.
ther indulgence to say that the Commission
. has been - peeuliarly unfortanate in the re
rignation of nearly one half its members,
"He is aware of the unfavorable influence of
this upon the Cowmmission, but having un-
‘dertaken tha service he, for one, is resolved
{to sct with others who remain to saggest,
i prepare, and submit to the Leglshture
i ruch amendments to the Constitution as
may n}apear to be necessary or desirable.

So far as | am concerned, now that I
have put my bands to the plow, nothing

turn back.
A resolution offered by Mr. Cutler at the

the Commission shall be ex officio 8 member
of the reveral committees, was taken up
and adopted.

Ision the following, which he proposed as
.an amendment to the Constitution, and
‘which he stated he had copied from the
proceedings of the Pennsylvania State Con-
stitutional Convention :

Every member of- the. Legislature before
he enters on his duties, shall take and

“I dosolemnly swear (or affirm) that |
will support the Constitution of the United
State, and the Constitution of this State,
and will honestly discharge the duties of
! 3enator {or member of the House of As-
' <embly) aceordiag to the best of my ability;
and 1 solemnly swear (or affirm) that [
‘have not paid or contributed anything.or

made any promise in the nature of a bribe, |

to corruptly influence, directly orindirect~

Iy, any vote at the election at which | was }
chosen a member of the Senate or House of |}

Assembly ; and | do further solemnly swear
(or affirm) that I have not accepted or re-
ceived, and ] will not accept or recetve, di-

_rectly ‘or indirectly. any money or other |
valuable thing from any corporation, com- |
pany or person for any vote or influence ||}

may give or withhold on any bill, resolu-
tion or appropriation, or for any other act,
as a member of the Senate or General As
sembly of this State.”

be administered by one of the Judges of the
Supreme Court, or a President Judge of
the Court of Common Pleas in the hall of
| the house to which the member is elected,
and the Secretary of State shall read and
filethe oath or atfirmation subscnbed by
such member,

'such oath or affirmation shall forfeit his
membership and be disqualified thereafter

Pdranant to adjournment, the New Jer-|

but death or disability shall cause me to|

previous meeting, that the President of |

Mr. Dickinson submitted to the Commis- |

subscribe the following oath or afirmation: |

The foregoing oath or afirmation =h'all -

Any member who shall refu.:e to take |

from bolding any office of proﬁt or trust in {

this %tate e

o - .- <
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jported an amendment providing that it

| separate itéms in the appropriation bill
y without defeating the whole, and the

{ Governor shall not ba eiected to any office
_junder the United States or the State dur.
fing his term of office.

§

On motion of Mr, Dxcklr:On 'henmend
ment was referred to the Committee on |
Legislative Department.

Mr. Swayze offered the following:

Resolved, That the further consideration
of the preparation of amendments to the
Constituuon of this Niate to be submitted
to the next Legislature, be indefinitely
postponed, and that instead thereof, we
would ‘respecfully recommend the Leglsla-
tare at its next session to pas3 an act calie

the Constitution, the said eonvention to i

as representatives of Senatorial districts, |
and two members frnm each Aseembly dise |
trirt, and the said delegates to be chosen

great political parties.

by the fn]lowing vote: In the affirmutive
none.. In‘the negative Messra, Buchkley, :
Carter, (‘utler, Dickinson, Ferry. Gregory,
Green, Ten Eyck and Thompon—9.

Mr. Cutler, from the Committee cn the |
F.xecutive and Judiciary bepartments, re }

shall require a two-third instead of a ma-
jority vote of eacti houze of the legislature »
to override the Governor's veto, and that |
the Gavernor shall have power io veto

houses shall only reconsider the item or
items ohjected to. Alro proriding that the

The report was acoepted and ordered to
lie on the table,

Mr. Cutler, from the same Committee,
submitted an amendment providing that |
the Adjutant General and Quartermaster
General shall be nominated by the Gov-
ernor and appointed by bim with the ad-

"The Commission then adjourned unm;'

el

ten o'clock this moraing. 1

—o ;;,_.-,:Tﬁ..?wﬂg-

inga Constitutional Capvention to revise |

consikt of two mermbers from each county l
hf

in equal numbers from the ranks. of the twq

After discussion the resolution was loat |-

ER

| vice and oonsent of the Renate. "’
The report was aocepted and ordered to o
: he on the table. ’
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onstitutionsl Commission

SECOND DAY,
The Commission reassembled. Present,
Mexsri. Dickinson, Swayze, Greene, Car-
ter. Ferry, Buckley, Thompson, Gregory,
Grav.
The President being absent, Mr. P. Dick.
inson was called to the chair temporarily,
The minutes of the lnat session was read
| and approved.
Mr. Green, from the Committee on Bill:

I'of Rights, reported that they had no sug.:

gestions to make under this head. The fol-
t lowing suggestions were offered by Mr. Car.
{terato amend Article I, Section 1 of Con.
T on : ) :

Uuider the head of the “Rights of Suf. |
frage,” Mr. Green reported the following:

The Committee on Right of Suffrage, to
whom was referred the suggestions of Mr.
Carier, report amendments to Art. 2 of the
t"»nxztirution, in which are substantially em-
hoiied the first two suggestions of Mr.
Curter, and report the third of said suzges-
tions hack to the Cammission, with the re
cotnmendation that the same be not adopt-

ed. Ros'r S. Greew,
B. Buckvrey,

Oct 8, 1873.

M:. Gireen offered the following amend-
4 nts: .

ARTICLE II.
Right of Suffrage.
line 1 Strike out word ‘*‘white.”

t..ne 2. Atter word ‘‘been’’ insert “a citi-
z#u for tea days and”
i Line 3. After word “months” irsert “and
Lanr of the election distriet in which he may
At r hi« vate thirty days.”

S asto rerd

* Every mnle citizen of the United Statss
of the age of t wenly.one years, who shall
- have becn n citizen for ten days, and a resi-

d 1t of this State one year. and of the
Secunty in which he claims his vote five
inonths, and of the election district in
{wiih he may offer his vote thirty days
" rext before the election, shall be entitled,
. &e. .

Ad.d tothe end of section : * provided

i that, in time of war, no elector in thé ac
" tual military service of the State, or of the
i United States, in the army or navy thereof,

shall be deprived of his vote by reason of
1 hia abeence fiom such ele :tion district ;
'und the Legisiature shall have power to
i provide the manner in which and the time
|and plice st which such absent electors
i v vote and for thereturn and canvass of
“‘t their votes in the election district in which
! thay respectively reside.”
. Reterred to Right of Suffrage Committee.
i Mr. Buckley presented a petition froma
! numitar of citisens male and femalo, asking
}thaa the right of voting shall be conferred
“upon wowen as well as men.

Referred to Committee on the Right of .

Suffrage.
Mr. Gray from the Commitiu on the

. —

'Legislature—its Urganization and Cousti- |-

‘tution, reported progress. '

1. Strike out the word “ white " so aa to }

conform to the Constitution of the U. S.

2. Insert after words * filve months *’ the
words ‘ snd of the township, ward, or elec:
tion districtin which he resides sixty days.”

3. To Section 2 add: or “in legisiation.
or who bas been found to be & delaulter to
the general or State government ; after the
Lou 1885, the Legislature may alsc

ws to prevent persons on arriving at theiry .

msjority from voting who aannot read the
Constitution of the State in the English
language.”

Referred to Committee on Bill of Rights
and Suffrage.

Mr. Carter offered a series of amendments

which in brief make the following altera«
tions in the Constitution :

Judges of Common Pleas to be appointed
by Governor by advice and consent of
Senate.

The Keeper of State Prison to bea

pointed for 5 years by the Governor by ad- |

vice and consent of the Senate. :
Attorney General to be appointed for 3
Yo Sar be ted by
urrogates to be appointed for 5 years
Governor with advice and consent of Sen~
ate. i
Sheriffs and Coroners to be elected for 3
years. i
Mr. Buckley offered the following : !
No county. city, township or village,
shall hereafter give any money or property,;

or loan its money on credit to or in aid of
any individual, association, or corporation,
to hecome security, or indirectly the awner
of stock or bonds of any association o¢ cors
poration, nor shall any &ity, township or
village, be allowed to inour any indebteds
ness, except for county, city, township or:
village purposes. - P

Refigred to Législative Committee.

No member of the Legislatare shall re-:
ceive sny civil appointment within this-
State or to the Senate of the United States
from the Governor, the Governor and the
Senate, or from the Legislag or from
any city government during" the time for
which he shall have been elected; aund all
such sppointments, and all votes given for
any such member for any such office or ap-
pointment shall be void. -

Referred to Legislative Committee.

A State poll tax not to exceed in amount
the sum of three dollars, shall be levied on
. ewary male citizen of theage of twenty-one
years and upwards, and the non payment
of the said poll tax for the period of one
year, after the same -shall have become
.due, and demanded by the persom author
ized to collect the same, shall be deemed
(and taken to bea refusal on the part
{ of said citizen to pay thesaid tas, and such
refusal on the part of any male eitizen of
the aforesaid age, shall deprive him of the
| right of suffrage until the said poll tax is
- paid.
Referred to Right of Suffrage Committee.
{ Mr. Gregory suggested that $3 poll tax
would be a very heavy assessment.
Mr. Thompson offered the following
amendment to Article I, paragraph 7:

“Three fourths of the jurors rendering a
verdict in a civil suit shall have the same
“force and effect as though agreed upon by
‘the whole number empannelled on said
jary.” . ) '

— - -— > -
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| The smendment that the Governor shall
[havepower toveto separate items in he
. appropriation bill, and that the twé Houses

shall only consider the item or items ob-
tjected to, was next taken up.

Mr. Buckley addressed the committee in
favor of this amendment, and gave his rep
soms. ——

: Mr. Green moved to amend by changing

the phraseology, ‘shall have power,"” to
‘“may veto,” and instead of “uppnpdqbn
bills,” to ‘““any bill appropriating money out
of the public Treasury."

Mr. Ten Eyck did not feel himself able
to vote directly on these amendments. He
thought they should be first printed. The
amendments he thought were very import-
ant. In the Convention of 1844, the “two~
thirds' rule was only lost by the easting
vote of the presiding officer. He did not
se@® the neceasity of the increase of the
Executive power, when we propose in a -
great extent to limit the power of the Leg-
islature to pass special laws. But he wanted
time to consider all these matters, and
hoped the Committee would now rise.

Mr, Carter suggested that as Mr, Catler,
the chairman of this branch of the subj
was absent, he hoped the committee would
Trise, .

Mr. Green offered a modification of the
f@amendment, making it more distinct, but
the same in substance.

Mr. Gray offered the following in refer:
ence to the Executive: “Nor shall he be-
elected by the Legislature to any office
under the government of this State,er of
the United States during the term for
which he shall be elected as Governor.”

The committee then rose and ssked
leave to sit again.

Mr. Gray moved that all amendments to
the Constitution proposed by any commit-
tee be printed for the use of the members, *
and when a proposed amendment.changes '
the phraseology of any section, the Secres
tary be directed to have printed the section
of the Constitution as it now stands andps
it will read should the proposed amebdl
ment be adopted. Adopted.

. Mr. Green offered the following amend-
ments to the Legislative provision :

No act shall be passed which shall;pre-~.
vide that any existing law, or any part
thereof, shall’:)el:nade or deemed & part of
said act, or which shall eoact:that -
isting law, or any part thereaf. ﬁi be
applicable, except by insertidg'it in such

h ' e

act, .

No law shall be revised or Cmﬁnddd by
reference to its title only, but the act re-
! vised, or the section or sections su'ended;
'shall be entered at length; no general law

sball embrace any provision of @ private,
special or local character. .

Referred. .

Mr. Ferry, to strike out the word * pau-
per,” in the article on the Right of Saffrege,
in effect allowing paupers to vote,

Referred to Committee on Right of Suf-

. frage.
. | The Convention then adjourned, o meet
|2t 10 o’clock this morning.
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_ARTICLE X,

Paragraph 10. Add the words “‘where l};e

Article I, paragraph 16: | innocence of the person accused clear]
early

“Andin all cases where lands are taken appears.'
b Andi r \and - pPp .
y any incorporated companv, any Ian Referred to the C i
owner being aggrleved by award of commis- Righ( ommittee on Bjll of!
8, ;

sioners, he shall have the right of appeal, : .
and have the damages reassessed by the Mr. Gregory offered the following ;

verdict of a jury."” * No count i

o y & y or township sh :

I'bse amendments were referred to the ed hy bonded debt abovepten":;::(;:::bt}
Committee on Bill of Rights. its taxable values for the time bein ‘.:o

u . city more than ten per ce i
Mr. Gregory offered the following amend water supply.” P Nt except for ita
ments ‘

. Referred to Legi i .

The Legislature shall meet once in two Mr. Gr . gislative Committee,
vears, unlesa on the requirement of the f. Jray o ered the following referring
Governor of the State for special objects, | to trials for offences to come in Article |
and on extraordinary occasions he may as- paragraph 10, after the werd “ofFe 3 oh
semble it at other times. - “But in all criminal onae
R-ferred to Legislative Committee. may return a verdict
Notice of the substance of applications stead of ucquitting the
for proposed amendments to municipal and ‘ ‘i‘f{q{g','}hall not baa b
county governments shall be published in trial of the same

prosecutions the jury
of ‘not proven," 1y
prisoner, and such
ar Lo s subsequen |
sequen |

person for the ssae of -

the city or county concerned for thirty fonce
L . Cce.
days=, in one or more newspapers published Mr G &
therein having the largest circulation, bes | - breen offerad the followi
. > in .
ments ; 8 amend

i fore application is made to the Legislsture.
! Such application shall not be reconsidered
or considered thirty days after the meeting
of the Legislature.

Referred to the Legislative Committee.

The cities and townships at the expira.
tion of each five years after the adoption | .
of this amendment, shall vote a ballot ]
marked “License” or “No license” for the
sale of intoxicating liquor. In case the
majority be “No license,” none shall be
granted in ruch counties for the ensuing
five vears, The Legislature shall pass a
general law of penalties agninst the sale
thercin, to be enforced during such tine, if
the majority vote of the county be “No

Amend Article 1V, sectida

g M 17
, Hlm Logu!atune shall not¢ p::, .:idb‘
ocal or special laws in any of the foflo;"“'
enumerated cases, that is to sy, layin ::5

opening, alterin .
highways, 8 and working s or

acating roads, town pl&t‘,ﬁ@@‘q-

.and public grounds. S

" Regulating the inte hiby
and counties; nppoinl;nlél 'om.‘ﬁ y o
-commissioners to reguiate mmdpi! { 'l:r

Selecting, drawin summon

‘pannelling grand or 'g;em.jufon{n‘ or eme
Regulating the rate of interest on
Creating, increasing or decreasing

license."” centage or allowances
Referred to Legislative Committee. ing the term for wh?:hp'-b.!? offfe -
No real estate shall be exempted by law elected or appointed. Chan ‘z

from its full share of all State, county and . d unt. Granting to YW

township taxes and assessments. ?Nﬁhon or individual sny € e .::.
Referred to Committee on General and e%:-l:!“’i‘! or franchise wiiuvls privi.
Special Legislation. providia 8'{:’ '-:‘l:: shall X [ laws
6. No act shall be passed exempting any section tad in this
real estate from its full share of the State, 'udgmeﬁ;’o'm“lb:‘h“ 0nses which, in its
‘ ';Awn. v be provided for by general

county, township and city taxes, by the
payment of any sum to the State, county, [,
town-hip or city.

Referred to the same committee.

Referred to Legislative Committes: >\
Mr. Gregory offered the bllowing ) ."

That the Secretaries send s cip.

No appropriation or payment of money oular to the M
A y o the N
“shall be \nude by the State or any county, the clerks of “’::'B"LWOf the cities, to
township, city or village, to religious corpo- holders of the several ooun roolwl'r‘:-
tiss, snd ®

rations. )
! Referred to the same Committee.
The School Fund shall be appropriated
exclusively for the maintenance and sap-<
port of the public schools in the State,
under its exclusive control.

Referred to Committee on Legislation.

Not less than two mills on the dollar of
taxable value each year, shall be raised in
each county by tax annually,to be expend.
ed on public schools therein, and not else-
where.,

Referred to same Commit tee.

Laws shall be passed by the Legislature
to compel the atiendance of able-bodied
childrén at the public schools, or such
schools as the parents or guardians shall
prefer, of all children in the State,between
the ages of years, for at least —e—
months in each year.

Mr. (iray oftered the following, referrin

to the granting of pardons: :

clerk of each township of the

Ing a statement of the amoy
ent indebtedness of g:. nt of the p

xunties and townshipes, the tm‘ -'li?u an
© purpose for whioh the.same
and the' time wheg payably un? .
a,;nour'n of the present asscesmeont 7 o;
t : ;and cities, counties and ‘tewnships,
ter a considerable Mw ;
tion was adopted.  laa o
On motion, all the .
were directed to be printed, and .t
pu;pose were laid on the table, - '
r. Gray moved to 80 into Commite 4 |
the Whole on the report of the Ex::; .
anfi Judiciary Department, and the -
pointing poser and tengre of office. *
;f;. Gregory was called to the dn'ir ‘
e amendment requiring o y
‘“‘two-thirds” to carry.a bill ovir tho'(?:n:-( :

nor's veto, instead of o jori
taken up and adopted. majority, was et
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Constitutional Commission.

The Commission met, yesterday morn-

ing, in the Senate Chamber. Present—

Ten Eyck (President), Carter, Cutler,

Swayze, Thompson, Ferry, Green, Dickin-
son, Hubbell, Buckley, Babeock, Gregory

and Grey.

Two new members have been appointed

by Governor Parker. Algernon S. Hub-
bell (Rep.), of Newark, who was formerly.
a member of the Legislatare. He isa man:
of experience, sagacity and high respecta~’
bility. He takes the place of Senator Tays
lor. William Brinkerhoff, of Jersey Civy,
an able young lawyer and a member of the
Legislature a few years since, takes the
place of Attorney General Gilchrist.

The minutesof the previous meeting were
read and approved.

On motion of Mr. Green, Mr. Hubbeil
was called to his seat.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

Mr. Gregory presented memorial from
ladies of East and West Orange, setting
forth the rights of suffrage in women. Mr.
Cutler presented a similar memorial from
other ladies. Both memorials were re-
ceived and referred to the Committee on
Bill of Rights and Rights of Suffrage.

The Commission then proceeded to re
ceive amendments.

Mr. Ferry presented the following:

1.The Ingislative power shall be vested in .
a General Assembly, which shall consist of
a Senate and House of Representatives,
both to be elected by the people.

2nd, An election for members of the
Genet#! Assemby shall be held on the

- {districts, each of which shall elect one

Tuesday next after the first Monday in No-
"vember, in the year of our Lord eighteen
hundred and seventy-seven, and every two
years thereafter in each courty, at such
places therein as may be provided by law.;
When vacancies occur the Governor or per-
sons exercising the powers of Governor
shall issue writs of election "to fill such va
cancies.

3rd. The General Assembly shall appor-
tion the State every ten years beginning:
with the year one thousand eight hundred
and seventy-six, by dividing the ‘popula-
tion of the State, as ascertained by the last
State census by the number twenty-three,
and the quotient shall be the ratio of repre-
sentation in the Senate. The State shall
be divided into twenty-three Senatorial

‘Senator, whose term of office shall be four
‘years. The Senators elected in the year of
ilour Lord one thousand eight hundred and
4 seventy-seven,in districts having odd num

7 bers shall vacate their offices at the end of
two years, those elected in districts bearing |
even numbers at the end of four years, and
vacancies occurring by the expiration of

tors for the fuil term,

Senatorial districts shall be formed by
contiguous and compact territory, bounded }
by county lines, and contain as nearly as |
practicable an equal number of inhabitants, |
] but no district shall contain less than four
] fifths to the Senatorial ratio.
{ containing not less than the ratioand three
quarters may be divided into sepa;ate dis- |
tricts and nh;l;});g?gngqlegmtro Zt}yp; Qg@w

. by £

4

term shall be filled by the eléction of Sena- [ - ' at the next election after the passage, to be |

Counties §.

and to one additional Senator for such
numb.er of inhabitants equal to the ratio
cor'ﬁamed by such counties in excess of
: twice the number of said ratio.
4th. The House or Representatives shall
consist of three times the numbers of the
Senate, and the term of office shall be two |
" years. Three representatives shall be elect~
od in each Senatorial district at the general
election in the year 1877 and every two
years thereafter. [n all elections of Repre
sentatives aforesaid each qualified voter
may cast as many votes for one candidate as
there are representatives to be elected, or
may distribute the same in equal parts
thereof among the candidates as-he may
see fit, and ti~°t ndidates highestin votes
shall be declared elected. The Senators
who may be in office on January lIst, 1876, |
shall hold their offices until December 1st
following, and no longer. :

Referred to Committee of Legislative De- »
partment. ‘
Mr. Swayze offered the following :

That the press shall be free to any per-
son who shall undertake to examine the
proceedings of the Legislature or any
branch of the government, and no law
shall be made to restrain the rights
thereof. The free communication of
thoughts and opinions is one of the inviola-
ble rights of man, and every citizen may -
freely speak with and point on any subject.
No conviction shall be had in any prosecus |
tion for the publication of papersin r@]a-g
tion to persons in office when ' the publica-
tion was not made with malicious intent,
and in indictments for libel the jury shall
determine the law and facts under the di<
rection of the Court. l

Referred to Committee on Bill of Rights
and Rights of Suffrage.

Mr. Swayze offered resolutions as special |
:and as!ted that they be considered by a
Committe of five., We present a summary
of them :

1. No corporation shall be created by a :
special law nor have its charter extended ;
‘by special enactment except.for charitable,
educational or reformatory purposes, penal
and reformatory purposes to be under the
control of the States. General laws to be
passed for the government of all corpora~

. .tions to be hereafter created.

2. All corporations which have not or-
‘ganized within ten days after the passage of
‘this Constitution shall be void.

3. In the electina of Directors or Mana. ,
‘gers the General Assembly shall provide |
that every stockholder shall have the right '

to vote for the number of shares beld by
tPem for all or only one candidate. .

| *4. No law to be passed to give any cofpo- e
ration the right to construct e street rail- | .

.road in any city without thée consent of the
local authorities. :

5. 'No State banks to be created, nor shall
the State be liable for any stock of any cor-
poration now created; and no act shall go
into effect creating corporations with bsnk |
ing powers, nor any amendment until it|
shall be submitteu to a vote of the people

| approved of by a majority of all votes cast.
6. All stockholde:és to l’;o individually re- |
sponsible to the creditors over and above
the amount of stock held by him, to an
amount equsl to his or her shares while |
they were stockholders. i

.,A.
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circulation of State banks not to be per |
mitted. ' Statements of the financial condi- |
tion of all banks to be made quarterly, |
under oath. ;

8. If a general banking law shall be en-

acted .all bills and paper credit shall be
signwd by a State officer; and security to
the full amount to said depositors with the |
State institutions to be rated at ten per
cent. below their par value. The banks
owning said stocks to make up the defi-
ciency with other stocks to be deposited
with the State Treasurer. The names of
all stockholders, with the amount of their
stock, to be recorded.

9. All railroads to have a public office in
this State for transacting businees, where
the record of transfer of stock, &o., shall be
open for public inspection; also the books
containing the statement of the capital
stock, with the names of the holders, the’

amount of assets. Reports to be made
yearly tothe General Assembly or some.
assigned officer as to the expenditures, &c.,

; of the road,

| road corporation, unless the money shall
i/l have been actually earned and received

| Houses of the General Assembly shall con-

| tion for that purpose shall be submitted to
the vote of the people. If the peopleshall |

| sist of double the number of members of

10. The rolling stock and all movable

| property to be considered personal prop-

erty, and shall be liable to exscution and
sale as all other personal property; and
shall not be exempt therefrom.

11. No consolidalion between railroad
corporations to take place when the corpo-
rations are parallel or competing lines until
public notice for ninety days shall be given
to all stockholders. Said stockholders to
be citizens and residents of the State.

12. Railroads are to be declared public
highways, free for the transportation of all
personal property under regulations to he
prescribed by law, to be passed by the Gen
eral Assembly from time to time as it may
see fit. .

13. No railréad company to issue stock
or bonds excep* for money, labor or prop~
erty actually received; capital stock not to
be increased until 90 days’ notice shall be .
given according to law.

14. No dividends to be made by any rails

over and above the expenses of the corpo-
ration, under penalties to be prescribed by
law. '

15. The Legislature shall have power to
take the franchises of incorporated com-
panies and subjecting them to public ne-
cessity. Theright of trial, by jury, to be
held inviolable, in trial of claims for com-

power to correct abuses and prevent unjust
descrimination and extortion in the rates
of freight and passenger tariffs, and en-
force laws by adequate penalties to the ex-
tent, if necessary, for that purpose, of for.
feiture of-their property and franchises.

-

Mr. Ferry offered the following :
1. That whenever two thirds of both

cur that a revision of the Constitution is
necessary, the question of calling a conven-
vote for a convention, the General Assem-

bly shall provide for a convention to con-

the Senate, to be elected in the same man-
ner and at the same places, the General

,Agggmbly to designate the day of mieeting

pensation in the right of eminent’ domain. |’
16. The General Assembly shall have |

Mr. Gregory moved that they lay on the
4 table for the present. :
So ordered.

] and fix the pay of the members and otticers.
. &¢. The members to take an oath to
| support the Constitution of the United
States and the State of New Jersey, and for
the faithful performance of their duties.—
The revisions, alterations or amendments
" prepared by them, shall be submitted to
the electors of the State for their ratificas
tion or rejection, at an election to be held
not less than three nor more than six
months after the adjournment of the Con-,
vention. Unless the amendments, revi-
sion, &c., are approved by a majority vote
of the electors, they are not to gointo
effect.
, 2. Amendments may be proposed in
| either house, and if passed by a two thirds
vote shall be submitted to the votes of the
electors. The amendments are to be pub
lished in full at least three months preced-
ing the election, in one or more papers in
each county ; and if the majority of electors
are in favor of the amendments they shall
hecome part of the Constitution. The
Legislature shall not have power to propose
more than one article of the Constitution at
the same session, nor to the same article
Jftener than once in four years.

Referred to Committee on Amendments
and Final Revision.

Mr. Ferry offered the following:

Resolved, That all proposed amendments
offered by the members of this Commission
shall be printed as ruch and shall be for
information. All amendments from com- '
mittees shall be printed separately as such,
and shall show, when printed, both the
part as amended and the original article or
articles. ’

Mr. Ferry moved that a Committee of
three be appointed to supervise all matter
ordered to be be printed, with Mr. Dickin- |
son as Chairman, '

Carried.

Mr. Carter moved the following:

Resolved, That the Secretaries of this
Commission are hereby requested to invite
the clergymen of the city of Trenton to be §
present at the commencement of the first
session of the Commission in each week to
open it with prayer.,

‘1 Carried.

Mr. Gregory asked if it would be in order
for him to say anything about the quess |
tion if he moved a reconsideration of the
vote.

The President ruled that it would.

Mr. Gregory then moved a reconsidera-
tion, and said, seeing they are such a small
body, was it necessary to invite a clergy-
man to open their proceedings with prayer?
He did not object to their meetings being
opened with prayer, but he thought the
trouble of sending for clergymen might be
saved. He was at a great meeting in-New
| York, where the Chairman closed the pros
1 ceedings with the Lord’s prayer, which he
thought very appropriate. It appeared to
him, instead of sending for clergymen, that
the President of the Comumiseion could
open the proceedings with the Lord's pray.
| er; that was his, Mr. Gregory's, suggestion.
|  The motion to reconsider was lost,

The President appointed the following
{the Committee on Printing—Dickinson,
{ Babcock, Ferris.

The Committee on invitation of clergy-
.. men—Carter, Swayze, Hubbell.
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Mcr. Ten Eyck, having left the chair, op.

. posed the amendment. He was in favor of

! 86 per day. The legislative expenses of the
! past year had been, 1870, $56,980.18 ; 1871,
$42,238.21 ; 1872, $58.302.65. Average for
the three years past, $52,507.01. Pay of
Senators and Assembliymen 1870, $13 169.-
60; 1871, $15,636.10; 1872, $16,337 10.
" Average for three years, $15,047.93. Allow-
. ing members $500 each, the pay of members
- will amount to $40,000,and add to thisother
expenses as before, the cost would be 877,
459.08, an increase of $24,352.07. Allowing
} members $750 each, the cost would amount
to $97,459.08, an increase of $44,952.07.
In these times of empty coffers it was not
right thus to increase expenses. He pro-
posed $6 per day, or 42 per week, which
allowing a session of six weeks will give
‘each member $..52 Ue slluded to the fact

- and. against- spegial leguhuon. He said
four-Afths ¢f the time members. worked in -
the three months were devoted to speeial |
legislation; that members at 3 per day for
40 days, and $1.50 per day for the balance
of the session averaged $2.25 for the 90
days. They did not sit more than four
days per week, and his proposition would

. give them $10 per day, while the 37560 pro
position would give them $30 a day.

Mr. Ferry moved io strike out $750 and

. insert $500.

| Mr. Swayze desired to make the members

independent in their opinions and was in

favor of the $750. ,

Mr. Grey defended the proposition for
$750, and remarked that Pennsylvania paid
a salary of $1,000.

Mr. Dickinson observed that the matter
of money was but slight, in comparison with
} having members attentive to their duties,
with no other means of making money.

Mr. Buckley was in favor of $500.

Mr. Hubbell spoke on the dangers of the

Incidental Bill, and wanted to know how
they were going to prevent membors from
voting themselves extra pey.

Mr. Grey mid that was forbidden in the.
article; $750 was to include all.

of the proposition be postponed and that
the Committee report progress,

The Chairman of the Committee reported
progress and asked leave to sit again,

The Commission adjourned to meet again

this mornmg at 2 o ‘clock.

R
S

Mr. Ferry moved that the cousideration
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Consulnnonal (‘ommiuio-. .
The Commission was in session yesterday.
Present—Ten Eyck (President), Buckley,
Thompson, Swayze, Dickinson, Hubbell,
Carter, Gregory, Ferry, Cutler, Green, Bab-
cock.

'
i

|
i . Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Hall.
Mr. Carter stated, that Mr. Grey would |

be unable to be present that day, in conse<
-quence of a business engagement.

. The minutes of the previous session were
| réad and approved.

Mr. Dickinson said that the Chairman of
the Legislative Department was absent
but had requested him to present a report,
They reported on amendments 1, 2, 3, 4
and 5. They asked to be discharged from
No. 2, and reported progress on 3, 4 and 5.
Report received.

Mr. Buckley presented amendments as
to representation in the Senate. He said
that it would be remembered that he in
troduced previously the question of Jus—
tices of the Peace, requesting an examina.
tion as to their fitness for office. The
amendment covered the same ground. He
bad also one as to Judges of the Common
Pleas. The amendments were read and
referred.

The amendment as to Common Pleas
Judges provides that there shall only be
two Judges of Common Pleas in each
county, one of whom shall be a counsellor-
at-law. ' Terms of Judges of Supreme Court
seven years, of Judges of Common Pleas
five years.

Mr. Buckley asked fot information as to
rules governing the Constitution, as he was
not present when the rules were adopted.

The President said that the rules govern.
ing the Senate governed the Commission,

Mr. Ferry moved that they go into a
Committee of the Whole to take up the
business where it was left. off yesterdsy.
Adopted.

The President of the Commission, on sus
pension of rule, was made chairman of
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. Cutler said last night they were dis
cussing the amendment offered, $500 in-
stead of 8750 for pay of members. He said
if the matter-was driven to a vote he should
be in _doubt a& to how to vote at present.

v

{ stitution.
should have notice of alterations proposed |

THURS., OCT. 16, 1873

recommend general legislation.
general laws therd is no reason why they
should be in aeuxqp more than forty days,

they might go on for three months. If
general laws. only were made that would
change his view. On the question, how it
sh6uld be recommended. general or specia]

1 legislation, depended his vote, and he |

moved its postponement.

The discassion was postponed.

Section VII. of article 4, referring to
notice to be given of proposed amendments
to city charters,was then read.

Mr. Dickinson said that a section of that
kind ought td be incorporated in the Con-
[t was neceisary that citizens

in their charters, 30 that they might oppose
them if objectionable.

Mr. Hubbell said it was an important
matter and instanced Newark, in the char:
ter of which sixty or seventy alterations
bhad been made without any knowledge on
the part of citizens. People were outraged
in their rights by these amendments, pro-
posed and carried through by interested
parties. He wasin favorof an amendment
of the kind.

Mr. Ferry moved to strike out the word

word ten. This refers to the publication
in newspapers.

Mr. Gregory, of Jersey City, commenied
on the schemes of men who thought they
could carry matters through the Legislature
without the consent of those who are

mission »rs in their city, the result of a kind
of legislation which had to be condemned.
So with their charter, they had gone from
bad to worse, until they were in a bad
financial condition. The amendment would
be good for the people and Legislatdre,
and be wholesome in its operation.

Mr. Dickinson thought thirty days was
not too long to make the people of localities
acquainted with what is intended to be
brought before the Legislature concerning
their local government.

Mr. Ferry had moved ten days, because
he thought the interest of the people would
be best served by thit time.

Mr. Hubbell suggested that it might
be well to publish for ten days in all the
papers of the county. The publication for
30 days would make it so common, that
the people would forget all about it.

Mr. Swayze did not see any necessity for
change in amendment.

Mr. Carter thought the amendment a
wise one and hoped iv would pass.

Tho recommendation of the Committee
for 30 dﬁys was then paqsed

while if special legislation was continued :

thirty on the sixth line, and insert the |

taxed. Thaey were now in a law suit in Jer- ||
sey. City, through the appointment of Com- ||

He wggetm“ the question be dela.yed '
until they had decided whether they would |
Under |

<

After discussion as to the paper in
which the notice ehall be published,
Mr. Green offered an amendment, to
print and publish in the newspaper having
the largeat circulation in the municipal  ;
corporation to be effected, and if none pub- |
lished there, in the nearest place thereto.! .
He said, if a newspaper refused to publish, |
or omitted, the bill could not be intro-!
duced. ‘

Mr. Green’s amendment was adopted.

The section. as amended. was then read. ;

Mr. Carter zaid that in some places the
papers are only published once a week. He
morved to substitute, ‘‘once a week, for at
least fonr weeks.” Amendment adopted.

Mr. Green offered an amendment to cure
an improper kind of legislation,from which
great evil had resulted, legislation by infer- |
ence, setting forth that old powers of cor-
porations shall be revived, and without.
setting forth the apecial things requir~d.

The amendment was laid on the table
for future consideration.

Tha question of the oath to be taken by
members was then considered.

Mr. Green required a verbal correction,
instead of ‘* Judge,” by one of the Justices
of the Supreme Court, who shall adminis-
1ster the oath.

Mr. Dickinson said the committee con-’

L]

curred in the oath recommended, and
thought that ro man who could not take
the oath was fit to sit in a Legmlahve
Assembly.

Mr. Hubbell did not see any provision
for a penalty for violation.

Mr. Dickinson—The general laws of the
Rtate meet that; a man may be punished
for perjury, and the amendment prov:des
that hiz office shall ba forfeited.

Mr. Ferry moved to strike. out all after
the line 21, which provides for the disqual
fication of. those who will not take the
oath. !

Mr. Buckley objected, saying it was con-
clugive evidence to his mind, if a member r
refuged to take such oath, that he had been
guilty of something he should nét have ||
done. He moved only the wprds after
membership should be stricken out.

time.

This amendment removes the disqualifi
cation thereafter from holding any office of
trust or profit in the State. |

The amendment was carried, nine to
three,

Mr. Buckley—If tho amendment stood
as it now reads, it would require a Judge
of the Supreme Court and the Secretary of
State shall be present at the opening of the
Lefislature. He did not see the necessity
for this. i

Mr. Swayze said the committee put that
in to impress those who took the solemn
obligation.

Mr. Ferry thought there would be diffi-
culty in both houses meeting at the same

-
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Constitutional Commission.

THIRD DAY,

The Commission, met at ten o’clock yes+
terday. Present—Messrs. Buckley, Carter,
Dickingon, Green, Gregory, Ferry, Swayze,
and Ten Eyck,

The minutes were read and approyed.

The Committee on Legislative Depart«
ment—its Organization and Constitution—
reported as follows : . :

To the New Jersey Constitutional Commission :

Mr. PresipENT :  Your Committee upon
“The Legislative Department—its Organi~
zation and Constitution,” respectfully re
port the amendments to Article IV of the
Constitution, numbers 1, 2, 3,4 and 5, ac-
companying this report, and recommend
their adoption.

Your Committee report back smend
ments No. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and desire to be
.relieved from tke further consideration
. thereof,
‘substance adopted by the Committeer in
.amendments Nos. 2 and 5.

: S. H. Grey, Chairman.

Oct. 8, 1873.

Amendment No. 1 provides for the elec-
tion of all membersof the Legislature year-
1y, and every year on the first Tuesday
iafter the first Monday in November, and
ithe two Houses shall meet on the second
i Tuesday in January after said day of elec-
‘Ition. The time of holding such election
may be altered by the Legislature.

No. 2 provides that all members of the
Legislature shall receive a salary of $750
- |each for the time they are elected. The
7 { President of the Senateand Speaker of the
.| House to receive an additional compensa-
"tion equal to one~third their allowance as
members,

No. 3 provides thaball bills shall be read

.on their several days in each House before
final passage, the reading of the title not to-
he taken as the reading of the billy except’i

J in cases of invasion or insurrection, when

4§ two thirds vote may otherwise order.

3 No. 4 is the amendment introduced by
Mr. Dickineon in respect to the oath to be
taken by members of the legislature, and

‘| already published.

No. 5 provides that no amendment to the

charter of any municipal corporation shall #
. be recvived by the Legislature after thirty .
days from the first day of the meeting,

-lthereof. No such smendment to be re-
“ ceived unless published for at least thirty
" days next before the first day of meeting of

the Legislature in the newspapers hav-:

ing the largest ciroulation in the municipal
. corporation affected thereby. :
" Mr. Buckley—Article 11, 8ec. 7—There
. may be elected under this Constitution two
' justices of the peaceip each townshjp of
i the several counties of this *tate, and in
‘each of the wardsof the cities that may
'vote in wards, one justice for every four
{thousand inhabitants which the ward may
icontain, And the Legislature shall pro-
| vide by law the qualification necessary for
_lsuch justices to possess, and the method of
2 ascertaining the possession of such qualifi
cation. And no perron elected as afore-
laaid to the said cfice of justice of the peace
lshall receive his commission until he shall
have furnished satisfactory evidence to the
Executive that he is fully qualified accord-
ing to law.
Referred to Judiciary Committee.
Mr. Swayze offered the following amend-

ments: - —_—

[

Amendments Nos. 6 and 9 are in’|
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. No person who shall receive, expect or
}’oﬁ'ér to receive, or pay, offer or promise to

J pay, contribute, offer or promise Lo con.

tribute to another, to be paid or used, any

money or other valuable thing, as a com-

pensation or reward for the giving or with- |
bolding a vote at an election, or who shall

make any promise to influence the giving

or withholding of any such vote, or who*
shall make or become directly or indirectly

means, such act of the Legislature shafl'}
be adjudged null and void, and. such|
judgment shall be conclusive, and
the Governor shall thereafter. issue bis |
proclamation declaring such judgment;
-either party sha:l beentitled within three
‘months, and not thereafter, to a writ of

interested in any bet or wager depending
upon the result of any election, shall
vote at such election. and upon the
challenge for such cause, the person so
challenged before the inspectors or other
officersauthorized for that vurpose toreceive
this vote, shall swear or affirm before such
'inspectors or other officers,that.he has not
'received or offered, does not expect to re-
rceive, has not paid, offered or promised to
pay, contributed, offered or promised to
contribute to another, to be pmd or used,
.any money or other valuable thing as a
icompensation or reward for the giving or
withholding a vote at such election, and
has not madejany promise of any such vote,
nor made or become directly or indirectly
interested in any bet or wager depending
upon the result ofsuch election. ;

Referred to the Committee on the Right
of Suffrage.
Mr. Dickinson offered the following :
ELECTIONS,

All elections of the citizens shall be by
hallot. Every ballot voted shall be num-
bered in the order in which it is received,
.and the number recorded by the election
" officers opposite the name of the elector
"who presents the ballot, and any other’
i elector may write his name on the back of

his ballot. :

. All laws regulating elections by the peo~
‘i ple or for the registry of electors shall be
! upiform throughout the State, but no elect-
{ or shall be deprived of the right to vote by
3rmon of the name not being registered.

Referred to Committee on Bill of Rights.

REVISION OF LAWE.

! Whenever, within six months after the
:-official publication of any act of the Legis-
“lature in the pamphlet laws, and not there-
{after, it shall be alleged before the Attor-
‘ney General by affidavit, showing probable
;s cause to believe that the passage or appro~

‘val of such law was procured by bribery,
fraud or other corrupt means, it shall be
the duty of the Attorney General forthwith
to apply to the Supreme Court orany of the
Judges thereof for process in an appro-
sMate proceeding, which shall be ordered,
Mithere appear to the said Court or to such
ljudges to he such probable cause, and in
-which the State, upon relation of the Attor-’
ney General, shall be plaintiff, and such
party as the Supreme Court or the judge.
who shall grant such issue shall direct, shall
-be defendant to try the validity of such act
of the Legislature, whereupen' the Court
shall direct publications of the same, and
|y party in interest may appear, and upon
petition be made a party plaintiff or defend
'ant thereto; the said issué shall be framed
and tried before a jury by one of the judges
'of the Supreme Court in whatever form-
and in such county as the Supreme Court
may direct; and if it shall appear to the
Court and jury, upon such trial that the

cured by bribery, fraud or other corrupt

| $pecial Legislation.

passage or approval of the same was pro-}

arror a8 in other cases ; no officer of the
State, nor any officer or member of the
Legislature shall be exempt from testifying
when required in such case, but the testi~
mony of any such witness shall not be used
against hig. in any criminal prosecution ex~
cept for perjury therein.

Referred to Committee on Executive.

The Legislature shall not pass any local
or special law creating corporations, except
bauks; but the charters of all bankscreat. |.
ed by the Legislature shall embrace the
provisions contained in those chartered or
renewed in the charter of 1856.

Referred'to Committee on General and
-Special Legislation. 3

No law shall extend the term of any pub-
lic officer, or increase or diminish his salary
or emoluments after his election or appoint.
ment. ;

Referred to Committee on Geéneral and:

The Legislature shall not delegate to any
commission the right to govern any city, .
town or barough in this State, and all com
missions hereéafter created shall be void, the
ancient right of governing themselves being
left to the people. o .

Referred to Committee on Bill of Rights..

Every citv, town or borough shall create :
a sinking fund, which shall be inviolubly ¢
pledged for the payment of its funded debt.

Referred-to the Legislative Committee.

No obligation or liability of any railroad | |
or other corporation, held or owned by the,
State, shall ever be exchanged, transferred,
remitted, postponed, or in any way dimin-|
ished by the Legislature, nor shall such lia-":}
bility or oblization be released, except by
payment thereof into the State Treasury.

Referred to Executive Committee.
No act of the Legislature shall limit the, |
amount to be recovered for injuries result«}
ing in death, or for injuries to persons ori
property, and in case of death fromsuch |
injuries, the right of action shall survive, |}
and the Legislature shall prescribe for
. whose begefit such action shall be prose-
cated, nor shall any act prescribe any limi- | |
tation of time within which suits may be-
brought against corporations for injuries to
person or property, or for other causes dif-
ferent from that fixed by the geueral laws
prescribing the time for the limitation of |
actions, and existing laws so limiting ori
prescribing are annulled and avoided. |
Referred to Executive Committee, :
No act of the Legislature shall authorize |
the investment of trust funds by executors, !
administrators, guardians or other trustees, |
{n the bonds or stock of any private cor po-{
ration, and existing laws so authorizing are
annulled and avoided, saving such instru~ |,
ments heretofore made in good faith, o
Referred to Legislative Committee. ;
- No debt shall be created by or on behalf !’
of the State, excent to rupply casual defis |
ciencies of revenue, or to repel invasion,
suppress insurrection, or defend the State
in war; or to pay existing debt, and the|

d
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debt created to supply deficiencies in reve~ '
due shall never exceed in the aggregate at
any one time two hundred thousand dollars,
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Referred to Executive Committee.

The judges of the Supreme Court shall
hold their offices for the term of twenty~
one years, if they so long behave them-
selves well, but shall not be eligible to the
same office; the judge whose commission
will first expire shall be Chief Justice, and
thereafter each judge whose commission
shall first expire shnﬁ in turn be Chief Jus-
tice, .
Amend subdivision 3, section 2, Article
Vil, by striking out the words “and in-
spectors of,” which means in effect that the
State Treasurer and Prison Keeper shall
not be inspectors of the State Prizon.

Referred to Executive Committee.

Mr. Swayze offered the following amend-
ments :

The State shall never pay, assume or
become reaponsible for the de.bts or lia-
bilities of, or in any manner give, loan or
extend the credit to, or In aid of any
public or other corporation, association or
individual. Nor shall the money of the
Qtate be given or loaned to or in aid of
any asrociation, corporation or private un-
dertaking.

No coubnty shall be divided or have any
part stricken therefrom without subraitting
the question to a vote of the _people of
the county. nor unless & majority of all

"the legal voters of the county voting on |

the juestion shall vote for the same.

No private, special or civil law sbgll
embra::: ;nore than one ;ubject, and that
<hall be named in the title: and any

{ such law which shall embrace more than

4 one subject shall be void. No law shall

i1 be revived or amended by refeirnce to

! cection or sectioni amended, shall be in
! verted at length in the'newact. No gen-
eral law.shall embrace any provision of a

no act of the General Asgembly shall
take effect until the first day of July after
its pas:age, un'ess in case ol emergency,
which emergency shall be expressed in
the preamble or body of the act). the
General Assembly shall, by a vote of two-
thirds of all the members elected to each
house, otherwise direct. :
Reférred to Committee on Amendments.
The General Assembly shall provide by
law, that the fine stationery and printing
paper furnished for the use of the State,
the copying, printing, binding and dis-
tribuiing . the laws and journals, and all

sembly shall be let by contract to the low-
Assembly shall fix a maximum price, and

State shall be interested, directly or indi-
rectly in such contracts; but all such con-

the Governor, and if be disapprove the
same, there shall be a re letting of the con-
‘tract.

Referred to same Committee.

Mr. Geegory offered the fallowing amend
"ments : :

All wuluations oi. real estate with the im-
provements and buildings thereon, shall be
assessed for the annual taxes at ffty per

‘cent. of the saleable value thereof. Equali-

zation of values for an annual State tax’
%sha.ll be made onoce in five vears by the.
Commjasioners of the Sinking Fund.__

7 its title only ; but, the act revived, or the’

private, special or local character. And-

other printing ordered by the General As-.
est responsible bidder; but the General

no members thereof or other/ofticer of the’

tracts shall be subject to the approval of"
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. Referred to the Committee on Amend-
s ments. |
i Add to the clause “No real estate shall
be exempted by law from its full share of
jall State, county, township, and city taxes,”
| the words, ‘“‘except that owned, occupied,
‘or used_by the State, counties, townships or
_cities,
Licenses for inns and taverns andall

{ places for the retail sale of liquors and bev-
erages, each place for such bu<iness shall be
included in the annual tax list for all taxes.
There shall be assessed an annual sum or
sume in addition to the other tax or taxes
on the premises, as shall be by law from
time to time levied. They shall be a lien
on the premises, the owler of which shall
be responsible therefor as for other taxes,
and for all consequences and all costs of
arrests and trials and damages arising from
the violations of the laws of the State in the
sale of intoxicating liquor therein.

Referred to Commijttee on Legislative
Department

[Nore.—The limit of the amount to
which any county or township shdll be in-
debted by pond, was two per cent. of iis
taxable values, instead of ten, in the amend.
ment offered by Mr. Gregory, vesterday.]

Mr. Ten Eyck, the President, offered the
following amendments :

ARTICLE VI, SEC. 4, P. 7.

In this section strike out the words
‘4 hree dollars,” where they occur in line
127, and insert “six dollars,” and strike out
words ‘“one dollar and fii'tv cents,” where
they occur in line 29, and inscert * three
dnllars,” and after the word ‘“route,” in
‘ine 33, insert, “and they shall receive no
other allowances or emolument whatever,”

Raferred to Legislative Committee.

Same article, sections 4, 5, 6, in line 20,
after word ‘ times,” insert * twice section
bv section—in full,” and at the end of the
word **thereof,” in line 21, inzert “ and no
twn readings, section by section, a3 afore«
said, shall be on the same day "
the end of this section insert the follow-
inz: ¢ No private, special or local bill shall
t.e introduced after ten daye from the com-
mencement of the ses«ion.”

Referred to Committee on General and
Special Legislation.

ARTICLE V, P, 6.

Insert in line 24, after word “ Legislas
ture.”” the words ‘or the Senate,”” which
‘means that the Governor shall have power
‘o converie the Senate as well-as the Legis-
Lature, i

Referred to Cammittee on Executive,
Mr. Buckley offered a resolution. that

And at |

wi.en this Commission adjourn it be to meet :
again on Tuesday next at 10 o’clock.
ried, :
Mr. Gregory said that the amendments
propased had all been referred ; that they
had doune a good day’s work, and he there-
fore moved that the Commission now ad-:

Car- |

“{journ. Carried.

\ |
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It was said that the recolutlon as to in-

vitation to clergymen left the matter to the ||

‘Iecretarles and the Commmee was, there-

‘fore, unnecesmry. - ¢

Mr. Ferry moved the following :
The question of woman suffrage shall be

submitted to a separate vote at the time of |

the submission of the Constitution] in such
manner as may ba provided itithe schedule; |

and, if upon canvass of the votes cast on
thé questlon, a majority thereof shall be
found ** For Woman Suffrage,” then the
.word male shall be stricken out of section
'nine of the sutfrage article. Utherwise
;not.
" Carried. . _

Referred to Committee on Bill of Rights
and Suffrage.

Mr. Ferry moved the following:

Sheriffs and coroners: shall be chosen by
the electors of the respective counties once
in every three vears, or as often as vacancies
ocour. Sheriffs shall hold no other office.
and be ineligible for the next three years
after the termination of their nfices. They -
may be required by law to renew their se~:
curity from from time to time, and in de-
fault of giving such new security their
offices shall be deemed vacant; but the

~ county shall never be made responsnble for
i the acts of the sheriff.

Referred. .

Mr. Buckley moved that they praceed to
the consideration of the amendments that
had been offered previously, and that the
Commission resolve themselves into a Com-
mittee of the Whole.

Carried. .

Mr. Buckley then moved that they pro-
ceed to the consideration of No. 3, article 1,
Rights of Suffrage.

Agreed to.

Mr. 3reen moved the word “wjnt.o" be
stricken out.

Carried.

The question then was taken up, in the
second line of arucle 1, “a citizen for ten
days."”

Mr. Green said that the proposition
there was, thata citizen shall be such a cer
tain length of time before he votes. He
did not agree with the suggestion, for it
seemed to him that when a person becomes
a citizen he becomes so with the rights and
| privileges of all other citizens, and the
words in the article, a citizen for ten days,
seemed to make distinction as of a class.
The naturalized citizen becomes as much =0
as any other, and his right to vote has no.
more right to be questioned; and he saw -
no reason why a citizen of that kind should-:
be curtailed in his liberty any more than a |
i person who happens to come on age on
] electian day. It was for these reasons that ;

-

"he had doubted whether the proposition | -

should be adopted, which was to prevent |
ithe Courts being kept open for the natu-:
‘ralization of citizens up to the day of elec-’
"tion,a matter which he thought could be
‘left in this State to the Judges. It was a
mnatter, he knew, that had given rise to:
‘great complaints in large cities, but bere it ,
'could, safely, be left to the Courts.

i

|

Mr. Buckley had some doubts as to re-
taining the words, and he spoke against
keeping the Courts open and grinding out
voters until withing a few minutes of the
close of the polls. He pointed out the in-
Jjustice of the words in regard to a young
man whose case he supposed. A young
man born here, living in the same State all
his life, never having been away from the
State, put under this provisiongif he should
bcomne 21 years of age five days before the |
election, he would be deprived of his vote.

Mr. Grey said it was intended to meet a
certain class of cases. [le thought the
difficultv raised by Mr. Buckley might be’
met by striking out the words objected ‘to
and adding at the close, “provided, that no
naturalized citizen shall vote at any elec-~
tion within ten days after ‘he has been
naturalized.” ) ,

Mr. Gregory pointed out difficulties that
had to be met.

Mr. Green moved that the words in the
second line be not agreed to and the words,
“a citizen for ten days,” were stricken out, .
ten to three. :

Section 1 of Article III wasadopted.

Mr. Green said there were several other
propositions to be considered, and he
moved the future consideration of that
subject be deferred, which was, after some

. discussion, agreed to.

Mr. Green called attention to the report
of the Executive and Judiciary Depart~

. ments, and said that the veto power there

proposed was one of great moment.

After some discussion consideration of
that was postponed.

The Commission then proceeded to dis-

cuss the report of the Committee on the -

Legislative Department. Section one was
adopted.  Section four, Mr. Grey said
was prepared in view of the fact that there
was much hasty legislation. :

Mr. Dickinson moved that the word re-
cetved be striken-out. :

Mr. Buckley moved to strike out the
words receive or consideredsand the words
read and referred be inserted.

Mr. Dickinson accepted the amendment -
of Mr. Buckley, and Mr. Buckley withdrew
his amendment, which Mr. Green renewed,
and it was lost, eight to four.’

Mr. Ferry moved to strike out the words
received or, which was lost, nine to three.

The proposition to read bills on three
separate days was adopted, also that the

“title of a bill shall not be taken for the.

reading thereof.

The pay of members caused a long dis~
-cussion. The proposition of the Committee
. is 750 per year for members, including
! everything, which Mr. Grey said was suffi-

,,c1ent4.o remunerate them and keep them
i from temptation,
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" the veto power, and he did not think the

. | ture, assist them and act in concert. That |

‘| have occurred matters to need s more
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Mf.'_DickiﬁﬁionisaidA(E; “oath was taken
from the proceedings of the convention in
pennsylvania. He did not wish to com.

if some thinge said of legislation in this
Gtate sre true, it would be well to copy.’
The committee wanted this a solemn !
obligation—not & Custom Ho.u.:e oath ; not
in the shufling manner in which oaths were
administered by one mem‘ber.m another,
but & solemn binding obllgntlon,:]o;hed
with the power of law and the sanoctity of
1,',.50 that a man should know that he
could nat transgress with impunity,

Mr. Baokley moved to strike out all after
the word affirmation, saying that all he
wanted was to get rid of the formality.

Mr. Ferry maved to retain the words

‘man giving his casting vote in favor of the

pare New Jersey with the sister State, bug ;

] that the oath may be administered by any
mermberof the Senate or General Assembly.

Mr. Gregory oppesed striking aut.

The amendment of Mr. Buckley was
adopted, which removes the neceasity for
the presenceof a Judge and the Secretary
of State to administer the oath.

Mr. Green asked to take up the amend-
ment he proposed, and to which we called
attention in a former part of the report,
and which was laid over. [t was adopted.

Mr. Carter moved to take up article V,
“the veto power,” and it was brought be-
fore the body.

The chuir called Mr. Babcock to preside.
' The question was that of majority or two-
third vote of the Legislature to pass a bill
over the Governor's veto. o

Mr. Ten Eyck said he had never liked

people liked it. They had never had a full
veto power in the State. He gave a sketch
of the history of New Jersef ; for 70 years
the veto power was unknown. Two days
before the deglaration of ind2péndence,
; the people in this town established a new
| form of government, in which they said
that the Governor should assistin legisls-

lasted from 1776 to 1844. In the Constitu :
tional Convention the Committee. on the -
Legislature Department, headed by Gov-
ernor Vroom, returned the report as it now -
,stands, that he could return the bills with |
his reasons. A member proposed the two~
thirds vote, and the debate was fierce and
acrimonious. Anamendment was proposed
of two fifth ; that was not satisfactory. The
matter was debated for two days, and the
smendment was allowed to stand as it now
does. There might, the last few years,

imperative veto power, but if they did away
.wilh special legislation, as the peopie were
in favor of, the necessity would depart. If
they gave a Governor that power, they
made him a part of the Legislature to de—

ling the two-third vote.

" Mr. Cutler, as Chairman of the Commit-
tee that reported the amendment, gave’
credit to the Convention of 1844, but- con-
gidered that the world moves and that
something is to be gained by experience of
the past. In 1844 the question was die-

cussed, and the great. departure was|

then made, withan even vote, the Chair-

‘Constitution as it now stands on the veto
power. A majority of the States were here
cited and their veto powers given, the ma=
jority being in favor of that power? That
might well be an.example to New Jersey to
give to the Governor of their State an ex-
tended power for the benefit of the people.

Mr. Carter said that the responsibility of
the Governor of the State iz greater to the
people than that of other officials, and in
the hands of such men who occupy that
po:ition, the two-third vote was a good
precedent. He: hoped that the amend-
ment, as suggested, would be adopted.

Mr. Buckley was, at first, in favor of the
change, but, after mature thonght, did not
consider the change necessary. The policy
of the government of this country is-to di-
vide it into three departments, each with-
‘in its sphere. It was required that thelaws
passed by the Legislature should be ap~
proved by the power that was to enforce
‘them. It was the wisdom of the Convention
that framed a provision, that is wise in it-
gelf. A Legislature may become hasty and
hence the wise provision comes in, when
they are submitted to the Executive it pro=
vides that he can return them and require
a reconsideration of theiraction. When he
:bas done that he has relieved himself of
all responsibility of those laws. If the Leg~
islative body shall remain the same, then
| the same majority can repass the law and
‘it becomés law without his signature. Why
should the opinion of the Executive weigh
against the opion of the ILegislature? He]|
pointed out the evils that would srise if a
t man of corrunt principles were in the Ex-
ecutive Chair, and how legislation might
be retarded, and how a majority for a bill
were, by the two-third vote, in the hands of
the minority. He paid a tribute to the Gov-
ernors of the State, but said that he had
come to the conclusion to vote agsinst the
amendment,

Mr. Hubbell said the veto power was
strange to the people of this country, and
there had heen times when it was peculiarly
obnoxious. The operation of government

. Mr. Green said the diséussion was an
important one, hut as some wers away he
would move that the Committee rise and
Teport progress,

The motion was lost.

Mr. Ferry said there had been no action
“n the part of the Executive the last 30
years that called for a change in the funda

The return of a bill by the Governor had
always bean respected. The Constitution
of the State has not been found defective
in this point, and there has not been a de.
mand, on the part of the reople, for a
change, )

Mr. Cutler eaid that he could safely say
of every bill which had been vetoed by the
Executive, had the reasons been acted on
by the Legislature it woald have beeq pro-
ductive of great good to the people of the
State. Had the views of Governor Rane
dolph been adopted by the Legislature of
New Jersey, many of the vexed questiona
that now perplex the people of Somerget
iwould bave been avaided. Had the reas.
lans given for returning the bill as {o Jersey
City been respected, how much troubls
would have been saved tothe people there. -
The same machinery that was used to pass
the ohjectionable billa was used 0, over. *
me the Governor’s veto. The bitter ox-
perience they had had in the past bad
made him a convert to the doct’rino, that
where an Exscutive gives his reasons in de.

tail it should require a twosthird vote to-
lovercomae it. C

Mr. Hubbell took it for granted that this.
Commission intended, by suggestions, en
tirely, to obviate such s possibility as the:
wrong that was done to Jersey City, and |
with that guarded power he saw no reason
for change. :

Mr. Ten Eyck said, the fact of the United
States government having the veto power.
did not strike bim as s fit comparison.

Mr. Gregory thought the veto power
ought to he encouraged, because of the
character of the men who came to make:
the laws and their poor pay and the combi.
nations-to secure legislation. :

Mr. Buckley explsined, and mid thet if.
 the Legislature passed a law over the Gov-;
ernor's veto they became responsible, and!
the cure for it was with the penple when
the men came before them for re-election.

Mr. Green said it was a question that had ;

may have been different in oher States to
have influenced them in what hul ever ex
isted or might exist in New Jersey in allow-
Until they“had
demonstration that the veto provision is
now stands. h

Mr. Swayze did not think that legisla-
tion on general laws would obrviate the
necessity for increasing Lhe veto power,—
He read a paper on the matter aritten by
Alexander Hamilton, in favor of the veto
power, nearly 100 years ago. He, Mr. 8.,
said the Governor's veto would be a power-

feavt« laws, *

ful barrier againat the passing of bad laws.

unwise, they had better let it remain as it ,came to them from the old Colonies.

engrossed the attention of men of great
‘minds. The paperof Alexander Hamilton,
iread by Mr. Swayze, established the neces-
isity for & negative in the Executive. The
people were not ignorant of the power. 1It.
In:

mental law of the State in this matter.

New Jersey they had not sn Executive| .

ioﬂoer, up to the -Constitution of 1844, for:
he was part of the Legislatare. On the
question whether there should be 'a nega-
tive, it had been accepted by nearly all the

tates. The right of pegative .was ad-|
ml&Lﬂd Now the question is, shall it be:

e
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made effective. In condemning it, they.
should be guided by the experience of the:
past. One powerful argument used is that
the Governor represents the ‘whole of the
| people of the State and is not supposed to .
be governed by sectional feelings, and has:
to take care of those parts of the State that
are not. able to do so themselves. It was;
painful to revert to some of the past legis- '
lation. When a bill had been passed by
intemperate legislation, was there ever a
case in which the veto has been sustained ?
Mr. Ferry wished to hear others on the"
question, and moved the Committee rise
and report progress. g
' Mr. Carter was in favor of tuking a vote.
that day, in order to facilitate business. :
Mr. Swayze said that Mr. Grey desired to
“be heard on the subject.
Mr. Dickinson spoke against postpone.
ment.
The motion was lost.
The question was then put and resulted
I in a tie vote, six to six. )
The Chairman said the amendment was
not agreed to.
For two third vote, to‘pass a bill over the
Governor’s veto, Carter, Cutler, Dickinson, !
iGreen, Gregory, Swayze.. Nays— Babcock, :
Buckley, Hubbell, Ten Eyck, Thompeon,
* Ferry. "
i Mr.Green, from the Committee of Bill
‘of Rights and Rights of Suffrage,reported as
'to some suggestions that had been made to
.them. Some in favor of, and others ad~.
versely. They reported adversely as to’
" female suffrage.
The Commission adjourned to meet again
-this morning at ten o’clock.




Constnullonal Commission.

The Commission was in session yester-
day. Present—Ten Eyck (President),
Gregory, Swayze, Carter, Thompson, Dick-
inson, Ferry, Green, Babcock.

The minutes of the previous day were
read and approved.

ciary Committee, reported smendments.

Mr. Swayze moved to take from the table
the article he proposed relative to corpora-
tions, and moved it be referred to a com-
mittee of five.

Mr. Carter amended by moving it be re-
ferred to the Committee on Legislative De-
partment. Carried.

The Commission then took up the
amendment, which proposes that the Gov-
ernor shall have power to veto items in the
appropriation bill without defeating the
whole.

Mr. Green moved to amend the report of
the Committee by substituting aclause
providing that the Governor may veto
separate items in the appropriation bill,
and providing how such clauses shall be
designated.

The question of the Governor being ap~
pointed to anpother office was next con-
sidered ; being that he sball not be ap-
pointed by the Legirlature to any office
under the State or United States, during
the term for which he shall be elected.

The amendment was carried,

shall be appointed by the Goy_ern_or and
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Mr. Carter, from the Executive and Judi- |-

. The next was that Msjor General, Adju-
tant Geperal and Quartermaster General, '

17, 1873

confirmed by the Senate ; and aito thst he .

. shall -ppomt all other lmht.u officerynot
' provided for in the Constitution. Adopted.
The next was that Judgés of the Court
of Common Pleas shall be appointed by the
Governor and approved by the Senate.

Mr. Ferry moved to take up the subject
relating to sheriff s and coroners. The
amendment is, that sheriffs and coroners
shall be elected for three years, at the
same time a8 members for the Assembly,
and shall not be eligible for re election for
three years after their term of office has
expired.

The amendment, as proposed by the
committee, was adopted.

Mr. Green moved that in the section be
inserted the words “sheriffs shall annually
renew their bonds,” which, after discua
sion, was laid over for the present.

Mr. Carter moved that the members of
Commission shall pot, hereafter, absent
themselves without having leave from the
Commission. Laid over.

Mr. Green moved to take up the question
of pay to the members of the Legislature.

Mr. Carter remarked that he understood
the question was to be laid over until the
Commission had decided on whether they
should recommend general legislation.
Laid over.

Whole.

instance, he might not discriminate what
were corrupt means to get people to vote
for him.

Mr. Green moved that ‘‘any person con-
victed of having falsely taken said oath, or
of having broken it, shall be subject to the
pains and penalties of corrupt perjury.”
Adopted.

Mr. Gregory moved when the Commis-
gion adjourned it did so to meet at 10:30
o’clock on Tuesday morning.

have the rules, as at present enforced,
printed.

Adopted.

Mr. Green offered the following: “Convic-
tion for crime shall vacate any public
office held by the person convicted, and
the record of oonvict.ion shall authorize the

filling of said vacancy.” .
Ad_)ourned to meot next Tuesday

FE.

The Commission adopted the amends!
ments agreed to in Committee of the.

Mr. Green again called attention to the.
form of oath for members of the Legisla-
ture, as the oath now stands whether they:
could be subject to pains and penalties. :

Mr. Gregory thought it punishment:
enough to deprive a man of his seat, as, for |

Mr. Green moved that the Secretaries |

-
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] OCT. 2}—GERENTH DAY.
| The Commission met at 10} o’-cl_ock A.M. :
{ present—Messrs, Brinkerhoff, Buckley
‘yrter, Qutler, Dickinson, Ferry, Gray, i
;pgoi'y, Green, Hubbell, Ten<yck (Presi-
nt.
doTan session was opened by the President
speating the Lord's Prayer.
The minuteg were read and approved. :
The resolution to fix the hour of meeting .
jereafter at 10,30 A. M. was taken up, and
jostponed until & larger number of mem~
Hers waq'presen.t.
¢ Mr. Carter moved that the questiom of’
(gbo veto power be made theZspecial erder'
ifor Thursday next, at 11 o’clock. Adopted.
The report of the Committee of Legisla-

Jative Department recommended that
the following be inserted in the Constitu- ‘

]
tion : i

‘ No trust funds shall be invested in the
bonds or‘atock of any private corporation,
unless such investment be authorised or
directed in the instrument, or by the per-
son creating the trust.” -

Mr. Grey explained the object of the‘
committee in reporting this amendment, |
snd it was adopted. -
i The amendment proposed by the Coms
i mittee on the Executive, allowing the Gov~
'Iornor to convene extra sessioris of the'
.Sanate, was adopted.’ :

“The foliowing amendments were propos- ’

—_ = Rt b

‘ed by the CouitMited &b Bill of Rights,.
Rights of Suffrage, &o.: ~ '
ARTICLE I —R{GNTS AND PRIVILEGES,

\
i

19. No county shall be divided, or have! ;

'ony part set off therefrom, without sub-
mitting the question to a vote of the peo-
ple of the county, nor unless a majority of
all the legat voters of the.county voting on
the question shall vote for the same. .
20:"No county, city, township or village
shall hereafter give any money or property,
or loan its money or credit to or i aid of
'any individual, association or corporation,
or-become sacurity for.er directly or indi
rectly the owner of any stock or bonds of
any association or corporation ; nor shall
any city, township or village incur or be
authorized by the Legislature to incur any
indebtedness, or to impose any tax except
| for State, county, city. township or village
| purposes, .
P 21p.oNo ococunty shall bob:ndeblt‘od tmovl-’e
than 2 per cent., or town, borough or town-4
ship mgr: than 4 per cent., by bonded debt
above its taxable values for the time being;
no city more thu; 8 per ocent., excepting
for its water supply.

22. Not less 5?“7' two mills on the dollar
of taxable values each year shall be raised
in each county by tax, annually to be exs
pended on publio schools.therein, and not
elsewhere.. . .

23. No donation of land or spproprias
tion of or payment of money shall be made
by the State, or by any municipal corpors-
tion, to any religious society or corporation.

24. The school fund shall bs appropria-

 ted exolusively - for the: maintenance. and'
support of the public schools in the State,:,
under its exclusi ‘e control. :

i
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amount the sum of two dollars, shall“be ’
levied on every male citzen of the age of
twenty-one years and upwards. And the
non~paymeny of the said tax for the period
of one year after the same shall have be:
come due, and demanded by the person -
authorized towcollect the same, shall be,
deemed and taken to he a refusal on the :
part o said citizen to pay the said tax ; and E
such refusal on the part of any male citizen '
of the aforesaid age shall deprive him of;
the right of suffrage until the said poll tax
is paid. : ‘

Mr. Gregory suggested some difficulties.

Mr. Green moved that paragraph 19 be

introduced it, being absent. Agreed to.

The 20tb paragraph was adopted as print-
ed above after sundry amendments by
' Messrs. Grey, Cutler Green and others.

The 21st paragraph was debated at some
{length on the limit of the amount of taxa-

tion. Mr. Hubbell proposed 8 per cent.,
which was adopted,
Mr. Ferry moved to increase the limita-
tion of the bonded debt in the 21st para~
_ graph to four per cent. instead of two. Mr:
Gregory suggested that it be left at two per
cent. on counties and four per cent. on
. townships. This wax accepted by Mr. Ferry.
 Mr. Hubbell thought it would be better to
leave it as it . The amendment of Mr,
Ferry was adopted.

Mr. Cutler offered a substitute which
limited boroughs and cities to,two per cent,,
except citiea of 10,000 inhabitants, and.
they to eight per cent., except for their!
water supply, which was last. !

A motion was made to recommit the '
paragraph, which was lost, .

Mr. Ferry moved to indefinitely . post:
pone, which whs aJso_lost.

" The paragraph as amended was post~
poned for the present,

The paragraph No. 22 was taken up. Mer.
Cutler moved to strike out the words
“therein and not elsewhere,” requiring
moneys raised by counties to be expended
in those counties.

Mr. Green opposed the motion ta strike
out; and showed by the Comptroller’s re~

to contribute to the support of schools in
other courties. He thought the money
raiced by the two mill tax ought to be ex.
pended in the ¢ounty where it waa raised.
Mr, Hubbell advocated the report of the
committee, and opposed the amendment,
The idea ofcompelling ope county tosup-:
port schools in other portions of the State
was not eonsidered just or right. :
Mr. Gray thought it was the duty of t‘he}
State to see that the youth of the State are
trained up in good _citizenship ; then it:
| would appear right that the State should
{ insist upon those portions ot the State most !
able, ta aid the weaker portions. The prin- -
ciple is that men are protected by the State
in the measure of their wealth, and the "

postponed for the present, Mr. Swayze, who | /

port that several counties were compelled |

}eens.

wealthy are just as muoch “interested in the
praper education of the people in Cape May
as they are in the counties in which they
reside, Lo .

Mr. Green dissented from this principle. |
This moueyis raised for the education of:
children, aorording to the amount of taxa.
Ible property in the counties, and iz djg-
“tri'uted on an entirely different nraper.
tion ; that of the number 9% children in
them. He showed thap Réven counties had
hv this prineiple paid $106.000 towards
other counties.

Mr. Cutler toak the Opposite view, One
county eouid nét say to another, we have |
no nexd a¥ theo : we were one grand State,
fand the children of the State are the prop-

erty of all  The wealthy rortlore <hould
consider what they have rained by legisla.
tian, :

Soue- eounties havye more property
than others, He referred to the reports of
the Comptroller for 1871 and 1872, charae- |
terizing them ng able, and theijr arguments
on this question as unanswerable- in favor
of the precent system. The diffculty was
mnro.in eonkequence of ap imperfect' sys,’
taxation (han apy inequality, He was o
arnvert to the doetrine that the children
of the Stute ought ta be edupated by the
State,
Mr: Gregory thought the principle was
elearly wrong, and producifig unjust taxa. |
tian, and presented a number of arguments
' supiport his proposition. They were sub
Jrated to errors in the ennnieration of
children, and from a variety of other causes,
People were willing ta wuave the children
educated, but we should compel the coun
ties to do their duty,l and the abject of ede
ucating the children of the State would be
answered, .
Mr, Gray said it was only becanse the tay
was for State purposes that it is justified,—
It was the misfortune of eities that they did
not have as many children as other portions
in proportion to the Population. 1t ig be
cause it is a State duty to educate the child-
ren that this tax is justified, Iy was & part
of the government, and the prineiple was
_iusti(iied on the ground of rearing good cit;-
It cannot be sustained on any other
principle, :

Mr. Gregory still advocated his views
against the principle. The v i i

T e et}
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i Dot equal, If they
| be 80 much to complain of.
_the State to educate the children withoat
' xome effort on the part of the people. The’
| Eastern Niates entertain nosuch jdea. The
principle instruotion is based upon the ex-
ertions of the people, and in that propor®
tion they should be helped by the State.—
There is no sound reason why the State

«hould educate the children, exceptin pro-’
portion to the exertions of the people of

the several counties,

Mr. Ferry gave instinces of the injastice .

of the pringiple as it operated on the town
of Orange. The proposition he regarded a8
unjust and unequal, and he hoped it would
not pass. Ly
Mr. Gray further advocated his proposi-|

tution of the State, to show that for more .
than thirty years it has been considered |
the duty of the State to educste the childs |
ren of the State. o
The question was then taken, and tho;
motion to strike out was lost,5t0 6, |
The paragraph (22) was then adopted as
reported by the Committee. i
Paragraph 23 was then oonsidel!d‘
amended, and adopted as printed above, -
Paragraph 24 was taken up and stricken
out, ’ '
Paragraph 25 was then taken up. .
Mr. Buckley advocated this Proposition,
insisting that a man who enjoys the rights
of a citizen should be required to pay a
poll tax. R
Mr.Green opposed the amendment on |
the ground that it was going back to a
proctice that has been tried and abandon..
ed, and opposed to the enlighted spirit of’
the age. He would make the suffrage as|
free as possible,
Mr. Buckley thought the law amounted
to nothing without a penalty, aud this was
the mildest penalty that could be im&sqd.
It was better than imprisonment, which is
the penalty now,
Mr. Ferry opposed the amendment; The
paying of the poll tax would fall in a great
measure upon others. He did not think it
would meet the object aimed at,
The amendment was lost, 4 to 7.
Paragraph 21, which was postponed for
the time being, was then taken up.
Mr. Buckley offered a substitute, which
was withdrawn,
The.paragraph was lost,

B e ¢ v S —

were, there would ni)t

Mr. Hubbell said it was not the duty of

tion, and referred to the present Consti-

Mr. Green moved to reconsider the vote
by which paragraph 22 was adopteds
Agreed. to.

Mr. Green then moved to amend so as
to leave the amount to be raised for schools
to the people and the Legislature, and to
be expended where it was raised and not
elsewhere. The amendment was lost, 4
to 7.

Mr. Gray moved to postpone the further
consideration of this matter to Tuesday
next, at 11 o’clock. Lost.

Mr. Dickinson moved to strike out the
whole paragraph. He thought they were
descending into the business of legislation.

Mr. Gray raised the question whether
under this clause the people of a particular
locality may not spend the money for any
kind of school purposes. De we not enable
religious societies ta use this money in any
manner they please? The schools may be
publie, but still under a particular locality
or society.

The question was then taken on Mr,
Green's motion to adopt, and it was adopted ’
—6 to 5. |

The resolution to change the heur of
meeting to 10:30 was taken up and adopted.

The reso’ution of Mr. Carter, that mem-
berashall not absent themselves from the
Commission without its consent was then
taken up and adopted. |

Mr. Gregory moved that when this Com-« °
mission adjourn, it be to Thursday morn- :
ing. Lost, 1to6. st

Adjourned,



o i

THURS., OCT. 23, 1873

Mr. Cutler moved the adoption of the
amendmént. ,

Mr. Ferry opposed it.

Mr. Cutler moved to amend by striking
out the “ [nspectors of the State Prison.™
Agreed to. -

The paragraph was then adopted as
amended.

On motion of Mr, Ferry, the proposition
for surrogates of counties to be nominated
by the Governor, &c., was stricken out.:
And the clause providing for the Keeper of
| the Prison to be nominated by the Governor
‘and confirmed by the Senate, was adopted.

Mr. Cutler moved to amend the 4th para- |
graph by inserting “inspectors of the State
" Prison to be nominated by the Governor
and appointed by him, wjth the advice and

Comstitational Commission.

EIGHTH Dar.
Present, Messrs, Brinkerhoff, Buckley,

Carter, Cutler, Dickinson, Ferry, Hubbell,

| Thompson and Swayze, I ‘

| There being a quorum, and the Presi«

_dert being absent, Mr, Buckley was chosen

;a8 President pro tem.

 The minutes were read and approved.

Mr. Hubbell, from the Commiftee on

g

'Bi¥b0£ Rights, reported the following :

ey recommend no action j ior

woman’s suffrage xotion in relation to'
n the question of taking of private

! thinks the Constitution in itg resent fo
sufficiently proteots the righ tapof properl;?
On the question of general taxation the
;committee are of opinion that the recom.
| mendations should not be adopted, as they
- would conflict with the laws now in exist
r ebce,
Qn tho_qgesuop of. Libel, the committee
are of opinion that thé Constitution in jts
{present form is sufficient to protect the
,individual in the full enjoyment of his
rights, t ‘
The report w#ag adopted.

The Leg_islative Committee reported favor

f\bly to amendments proposed by Mr. Ferry
in regard to future amendments to the

'Constitutiou, which were ordered to be
printed, :

Mr. Hubbell moved to take up the para.

graphs 20 and 22, of Article I, “Rights and’
pnv'lleges,” (published yesterday) and re
ferring to the school tax and the indebt-
edness of counties, townships, borbughs -
_and cities, v R o

© A number of smendments were pro-

posed, and the several paragraphs were
further postponed, ‘

The amendment proposed by the Com-
mittee, for Judges of the Court of Common
Pleas to be nominated by the Governor,
with the advice and consent of the Senate,
wae adopted, 6 to 2.

The smendment, * The State Treasurer
and Inspectors of the State Prison shall be
appointed by the Senate and General
Assembly jn Jjoint meeting,” was taken up.

“the sheriffs of counties was taken up.

consent of the Senate.”” Adopted.
The amendment in regard to the term of

Mr. Buckley advocated the proposition
to make the term of office for three years.
The Chair suggested that there might be
danger of getting an improper man in
office. .
Mr. Hubbell advocated the amendmeant.
Mr. Dickinson preferred the present
plan.
The amendment providing for the three
year term was adopted.
The amendment in regard to the pay of
members was then taken up.
The proposition to double the present
pay was withdrawn by the Chair, and the
question was taken on allowing $500 per
annum, and it was carried 8 to 2.
Mr. Buckley inquired what was to be al.
lowed for extira sessions. -
It was agreed that nothing was provided
for extra sessions. The pay was $500.annu-«
-ally, and no more.
The paragraph as amended was adopted.
Mr. Hubbell moved a recomsideration so
as to make the section stronger in cutting
off all other allowances, and moved to in-
sert the words, ‘ perquisites in the inci-
.dental bill or otherwise.” Withdrawn.
Mr. Carter moved the following: “and
this shall bhe in full of all incidental ex~
penses or perquisites,”
Mr. Ferry then offered an amendment,
| slightly altered from his former amend-
ment, allowing $50 for postage, &c. Lost,:
5 to 5. ‘
Mr. Hubbell moved to amend the motion
{of Mr. Carter by adding $25 in full for
postage, stationery, incidentals or perqui-

sites, which was accepted by Mr. Carter
and adopted. !

The paragraph as amended was adopted. ‘
Mr. Ferry moved to take up the amend-

ments proposed to Article IV, section 7.

o The . Legislature shall not pass private,
‘ local or special laws in any of the following
enumerated cases, that is to say :

1 Laying out, opening, altering and '
{ working roads or highways, ;
2. Vacating roads, town plots, streets, |
alley. and public grounds. o i
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3. Regulating the internal sffairs of |
towns and counties; appointing local offi- |
cg‘rs_ or commissioners to regulate municips!
affairs,

4. Selecting, drawing, sSummoning or em- |-
panelling grand or petit jurors,

5. Regulating the interest on money.

6. Creating, increasing or decreasing the
per centages or allowances of public offcers
during the term for which said officers are
elected or appointed.

7. Changing the law of descent.

. 8. Granting to any corporation, associa- !
tion or individual any exclusive privilege, :
immunity or franchise whatever. '

8. The Legislature shall pass general -
laws providing for the cases enumerated in ::
this section, and for all other cases which, i
in its judgment, may be provided for by
general laws,

The substitute was lost.

Paragraph 1 was then taken up. Mr.
Brinkerhoff proposed to amend by adding,
“except where a road or highway divides
two municipalities.”” Lost.

The paragraph was adopted.

Paragraphs 2 and 3 wereq, adopted.

Mr. Buckley thought these paragraphs
were tpn rapidly considered. He would
like to hear some reasons why they should
be adopted. ’

- The Chair addressed the Commission on
the importance of having general laws on
all these subjects. ;

- The paragraph relating to the drawing
and selecting of jurors (4) was debated.
Mr. Brinkerhoff gave a number of reasops
why a commission to sele¢t jurors was ad«
vantageous in Hudson county, and thia
"clause might interfere with it.

§ Mr. Buckley suggestad that thia section

would not stand in the way of the Legis«
lature passing a geperal law similar to that
in Hudson county,

Mr. Swayae expressed similar views.
| Mr. Hubbell said it had become a serious

question as to whether the selection of
jurors ought to be committed ta the sheriffs
“ of counties.

Mr. Brinkerhoff moved to strike out
paragraph 4, which was lost.

Mr. Thompsan said the same difficulties
1 in the selection of juries existed in Somer-
set county and other agricultural counties.

The paragraph was then adopted.

Paragrapb 5 was taken up.

Mr. Buckley said thizs was an important
question, and proceeded to speak of the
legislation heretofore had om the sgbj)et_:t.
One rate of interest prevailed in one sec-
tion and another rate in another. :

Mr. Hubbell said it was doubtful whether :
| this ought to be adopted. He thought the
Legislature ought to have the power to
regulate this matter. He proceeded ta
show {(bat the question of ipterest was
Y} effected by the legislatian of othor States.
)| It becomes sometimes a matter of self-
1 defence, and this was sometimes found in
1 different parts of the State, owing to their
| peculiar location.
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Mr. Thompseon spoke of the diffculties
felt in Somerset county through the opera—
tions of the five county act. The moneys
of that county are generally lent to the‘
eastern purt of the State. They wanted
very much a general and uniform rate of
interest, ‘

Mr. Ferry spoke in favor of s general uni-
form law.

The paragraph was adopted.

Paragraphs 6 and 7 were adopted with

out opposition.
In paragraph 8, the Chair suggested
| that an amendment should be inserted to
8save that Clause in Article IV, Section 8,
{of the Constitution. The paragraph way
laid over, :
_ Paragraph 9 was adopted.!

Mr. S3wayze submitted a new paragraph,
as follows : ) o

“ Providihg for the management of Com«
mon Schools,” which was adopted.

Mr. Ferry offered the following :

¢ In all cases where a general law can ba
applicable, no special law sbhall be enacted.’’
Lost, C ’ . .

Mr. Cutler offered the following :

‘“ Granting to any corporation or associa-
tion, or individuals, the right to lay down
railroad tracks.”

Mr. Swayze offered the following: ‘ or
amending existing charters for such purs -
pose.” Adopted. This votq was afterwards
reconsidered, and the amendment was lost.’

Mr. Swayze then offéred the following as
an amendment to Mr. Cutler’s amend-
ment : ‘“or extending the privilege of ex.

isting corpdrations. Lost, §-to 5.
Mr. Cutler’'s amendment was then
adopted. ’

Paragraph No. 8 was then taken up. Mr,
Buckley moved an amendment, which re.
iterates the present provision in the Con«
stitution in relation to Banks.

Mr. Dickinson made some remarks in
referende to Banks, shawing *thit "j.bfy
occupied a different footing from that of
railroads or other corporations. He thought
therefore that the Legislature ought to be
left free on the subject of Banks. A gen-
eral Banking [law was found to be imprac.
ticable. Each individaal application should
be compelled to come before the Legislax:
ture, where the circulation can be secured
by stringent enactmerfts, as had been done’
by the Legielaturs of New Jersoy ‘since
1858, .

Mr. Thompson offered the following :

‘ Except the chartering of banks or
| money corporations, which shall remain as
| at present.”




safeguérd ‘dgkfint thwive and Hasty legisla-
tiog,, He gave s XMutory of thyveto power
in e several States. Out of thiFty-deven
states, all have the veto power except five,
snd the greater part require a two-thirds
vote te ‘overcome it. o

The Chair stated the question. R

The peeposition to strike out the word
“two-th¥ds " and insert a majority as-made
in Co : mittee of -the Whole.

Mr. Gregory -moved to postpone for the
present. Lost, 4 to 6.

The queation was, shall we now sustain

for a ¢ majority ?" »

Mr. Swayze moved to postpone to Mon-
dav next at 12 0’clock., Lost, 4 to 9.

The Commission voted to sustain the
laction of the Committee of the Whole,
6 to 5. ' :

The Chair decided that this was a final
vote, and that a member may record his
vote on this question, providing such
record does nnt change theresult.

Mr. Gregory -cilled up the following
smendments proposed by him : - -

¢ No real estate shall be exempted by
law fromits - fdN shiare ofall’Sfale; county,
township and city taxes and assessments,

except that owned, ocsupied or used by!

_the State, counrtfyl,”@ownpyip or cities.”

¢ No act shal passed exempting any

payment of any sum” to the State, county,
township or city.” ’

Mr. Carter and Mr, Hubbe]l thought
these proposition were too sweeping. They
would make sall churches and burying
grounds liable to taxation. Thaere should
'| be some limit. Mr. Hubbell thought the
matter should be referred to a committee,
}in order.to asceripjn . how; far :it: would:be

proper to interfere. - - ) ‘

Mr. Swayze addressed the Commission in
) favor of the,prqpo‘pégign! af, My. Gregory.—
There was no reason why Princeton College,
owning between one and; swe millions of
property, shoald be ‘exempted frotn taxes.

who are dbundantly“dble to’ pay taxés So
with academies and other institutions,
spoke of the instances of unequal taxation
among individuals, and thought there was
some legislation neocessary.
. -Mir, -Dick insou : spole-of the tiability of
impairing the obligation of contracts by
taxing property which bhad already bee
exemptedi )
He maved that further con
postponed. Agreel to. ‘
Mr. Gray moved to amend the proposie
tion introduced by Mr. Cutler in regard to
the property of married women, 50 that it
would read as follows: C .
‘ ;,. “The real and personal estate of every
' ‘female sequired before marringe, and all
property which she mey alterwards acquiré
shall he and remain the estate and property
" of that female, and shall not be subject 10
‘the control or be liable for the debts, obli-
gations or engageéments of her hasband,
and may be dispesed of by.yil;,, gift, grant,

sideration be

sale, devise or béqueat.’™

¥

the action of the Committee of the W hole,
| which refused to substitute ¢ two-thirds |

‘zea} estate from ita full khase of the State, |
county, township and. oity taxes, by the

.| It was supported and owned by rich men, |

He |

. The amendment was agreed to, and the
. further consideration postponed for the
‘ present. ‘ ‘

Mr. Gray called up the following proposi--
tion submitted by him:

# But in all criminal prosecutions, the
jury may return a verdict of “not proven”
instead of acquitting the prisoner, and such .
| verdict shall not be a bar to a subsequent
trial of the same person for the same
1 offence.”

After discussion the subject was post-
. poned until Tuesday next.
' The amendment of Mr. Ferry to Article
‘II, “to strike out the word pauper,” in
effect to remove the barrier now set up be-
tween a pauper and the elective franchise,
was taken up.

Mr. Ferry advocated the striking out of
the proposition. )

Mr. Gray and Mr. Gregory opposed the
proposition to allow-a pauper to vote. A
pauper was a man who was supported by
the public. He had no independence of
character, and was not a bit more fit to vote
than a criminal or idiot. .

Mr. Ferry said we were the only State
that had this clause in its constitution.

Mr. Ten Eyck vacated the chair and

i

{

|

the pauper would be countrelled by a politi-
cal keeper of a poor house. He gave in-
stances to show the bad operations of the
proposed change,

The proposition was lost.

The proposition of Mr. Thompeon to
amend Article LI, paragraph 7, of the Con.
 stitution by adding * Three-fourths of the

il
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_ Mr. Hubbell moved to amend so that the
Legislature shall pass no act in referepse |
to this matter, differing from the general '
law, which was lost,

Mr. Gray moved to strike out the ’words
in regard to existing laws. Adopted,

Tha proposition as amended was then

. . ‘adopted—5 to 4.
spoke against the proposed change, because ; dop

Mr. Ferry moved that when this Commis-
#i%n adjourn it be to Tuesday next at 10}
a'clock. Adopted. Adj.

jurors, rendering a verdiot in any civil suits
shall have the same force and effect as
though agreed upon by the whole number
empanelled on said jury.” '
Mr. Thompson advocated the amend~:
ment, and it was lost, 4 to 6. :
Mr. Brinkerhoff gave notice that he |
would not he bhere the coming week,
Mr. Dickinson moved to take up the fola
- lowing proposition introduced by him.
Agreed to, o
No adt of the Liegislatare shall limit the
anount to be recovered for injuries result-
ing in death, or for injuries to person or
roperty; and in case of death from such
njuries, the right of action shall survive,
and. the Legislatura shall preseribe for
whase benefit such actions shall be prose-
cuted; nor- chall any ael prescribe any
limitation of time within which suits may
be brought against corporations for injuries
7 perean or property, or for other causes
different from that fixed bv the general .
| 1awy prescribing the timea for the limitas:
tion:of-actinne, and existing laws. so Wmit='
ingor prescribingare annulled and avoided.
A question arose us to whether this pro~
‘ position was within the range of the duties,
of the Commission. . Mr. Carter contended |
#t was not. Mr, Gray that it was.

|
i
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OCT, 28—TENTH DaY.
.| Dickinson, Ferry, Gray, Gregory, Greenm,

-and Thompeon, !

Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Hall. :
i The minutes were read and lpproved. ,
' The President presented a petition from

"the venerable CharlesStokes, of Burlington .

" ".county. who is now in his 83d year, and
'wh> was also a membéer of the Constitu-
tional Convention of 1844. This paper
makes a number of valuable suggestions,
‘in brief as follows: :

. | Ipasbrief a manner as is possible I wish
‘to communicate to your very responsible
'body some views wﬂich have been im-

pressed upon my mind : ‘

First. That nothing be proposed calcn-
lated to jeopardize the rights of minorities
as intended to be secured under the present,
. bill of rights. ;

Second. That will give a few densely pop-
ulated districts (small in area) the entire
control of the legislature of the State, re .
gardlees of the agricultural and more rural
interests. -

Third. That will, under the plea of pub«’
lic instruction, impose a penalty, by way of
taxation, or otherwise, upon such citizens
who believe the right of the entire contral
of the education of their children, sacred
and inalienable, and not to be usurped b
such a government as ours. :

Fourth. That will give any religious sect,

! or combination of sect, the power, in the
: slightest way, to infringe the rights and lib-
erties of others who may conscientiously
differ from them. :

The Chair submitted a proposition pro-
viding for the appointment of a Vice Chan-
cellor, who shall hold his office for seven
years.

Mr. Hubbell moved to take up the amend-
ments proposed by him to Article I, Rights

; and Privileges,

{ The first provides that no county lines
shall be changed without submitting the
question to a vote of the people, and unless

a majority of all the legal voters of the
, county shall vote for the same,

. After discussion the proposition was
amended, 80 as to provide for a vote to be
taken in the part to be set off.

The next proposition interdicts counties,
cities, boroughs, towns, towuships or vil-
lages from loaning its money or credit to
any association or individual, or become |
security, directly or indirectly ; nor shally
they incur any indebtedness or impose any
tax except for State, county, city, township
or village purposes. These were adop etr

As to the amount to which any county
or borough may contract a bonded debt,
the limitation was considered, and proposi~
tions made to amend asto the amount of
such limitation, and then postponed for,
further consideration. '

The next proposition provides that the
several couuties of this State shall, each
year, raise by tax upon the valuation of:
their taxable property, a sum sufficient, in
addition to the sum to be derived from the.
school fund, to support the public schools
. {of such county. ) -

" After discussion the proposition waslost.

The Commission took up the suggestion .
offered by Mr. Ferry, providing for the
election of Senators by districts equal in -
population instead of by counties. After
discussion, the subject was laid ovey for
further qonsidemtiqn.

| * Present, Messrs. Buckley, Carter, Cutler,

Hubbell, Swayze, Ten Eyck (Pgesident)|

Mr. Green moved to amend his proposi-
tion. making the conviction for crime in a
public officer a vacation of his office, by re
quiring the crime to be an “infamous one"
and also to insert the words “or official de-
linquency,” as another cause for the vaca-
tion of the office. A record of the final
'judgment to guthorize the filling of the va-

cancy.

. Mr, Gray offered an amendment toinsert
the words ‘““or, if any felony, or any oﬁci:_nl
delinquency indictable by the laws of this
State,”’ shall vacateanv oﬁee,uf)on the pro-
duction of the record of final j
Adopted, *

Mr. Green moved to insert the words
“or other infamous crime,” which was
adopted, .

The original
adopted.

proposition was then

Mr. Thompson moved a reconsideration
tof the final vote on the veto question.
. Adopted, 8 to 3.

*  Mr. Carter moved to postpone.
! Mr. Gray hoped there would be a veto
' power put upon this matter.

udgment,.

We had dis-

i posed of it twoor three times before, and -

there ought to be some place to stop.

The question was then taken, and the

Commission refused to agree to the report
of the Commi!tee of the Whole, which re-

thirds.”

The questiom again came up on adopting
the artiéle as it now stands in the Constitu.
tion. .

Afterremarks by Mr. Hybbell and Mr.
Gray, the question was last—3 to 7. .

The wotion ta insert ‘‘two-thirds” in
place of “a majority,” was agreed to—T7 to 3.

Mr. Carter offered an amendment, to in-
sert “Vice Chanoellor” after the word
Chancellor whenever it occurs in the Con-
stitution.

! Mr. Cutler, from the Committee on Exe-

" cutive, reported in favor of the proposition
for each county to have two Judges of the
Common Pleas, one of whom shall be a law
Judge, to be nominated to the Senate by

“the Governo¢, which was ordered to be
printéd. Adj.

I a— -

commend ‘‘a majority” instead of “two- .

|

t



THURS., OCT. 30, 1873

Ooutl;lu,o-.lho-'-‘lulon.”

ELEVENTH DAY,
Present, Messrs. Bu skley, Carter, Cuter,

Dickinson, Ferry, Gray, Green, Hubbel,

Ten Eyck (President), Thompson.
The minutes of the last meeting were read
and approved. .
Mr Swayze offered en amendment on the

school question, for the establishment of -

free schools ; the fund to be sacred, not to
be borrowed: by the Legislature; fand to
be sacredly reserved for this onme special
object. No money to be paid to any creed,
religion, church, or sectarian association,
nor to any academy, or private school, or
school belonging to any denomination or
association.

The amendment was referred to the Leg-,

islative Department. )

Mr. Swayze also offered an amendment
in regard to taxation—all property to be
taxed without exemption in any case, ex-
cept ground used for burial purposes, not
includicg cemeteries owmed by associa-
tions,

The amendments were referred.

Mr. Buckley called up the amendment
to Article VI, Judiciary, Sec. 7, in reference

to Justices of the Peace.

And after discussion and amendment the
clause was adopted, as foliows :

1. There may be elected under this Con~
stitution not more than two justices of the
peace in each of the townships of the sev-
eral counties of this State, and in each of
the wards, in cities that may vote in wards,
not more than one just'ce of the peace;
(and the legislature shall provide by law
the qualifications necessary for such justices
to possess, and the method of asgertaining
the possession of such qualifications, and
no person elected as aforesaid to the said
office of justice of the
his commission until he is fully qualified
according to law.) The Legislature shall
also provide for the summary suspension of
Jjustices of the peace for misconduct in of-
fice, such suspension to continue until the
end of the next succeeding session of the
Legislature.

The amendmeant to Article IV, Legisla-
tive, S8action 7, as follows:

‘“And no act of the Legislature shall take
effect until the fourth day of July next
after its passage, unless [in case of emer-
gency, which emergency shall be expressed
in the preamble or y of the act], the
Legislature, by a vote of two-thirds of all
the members elected to each house, others
wise direct. .

This was adopted after striking out the
words in brackets, on motion of Mr. Gray.

Mr. Green moved to add to the oath of
members of the Legislature, the following :
“Shall be subject ta. the punishments as
prescribed for wilful and’ corrupt perjury,”
which he proposed to insert as a penalty.
This was agreed to by geueral consent.

. The interdictions in regard to the passage
by the Legislature of private laws was taken

shall receive |

|

'

up, when the one in relation to schools was '

‘adopted in the following words ;.

To pass no private laws®providing for:

|the support and anagement of public

- schools. .

Mr. Swayze called up his amendment in |.
regard to bribery at elections—preventing
a person from voting who shall contribute
oroffer any money or valuable thing, or |
promise to do so, for the giving or with '
holding of a vote, or who shall make any "
bet on any election.
Mr. Buckley and Mr. Green thought the ;
matter alreadv provided-for.
The proposition was then lost—2 to 9. .
. The amendment proposed by Mr. Cutler,
in regard to the property of married
women, was taken up. -
Mr. Swayze advocated the amendment
and it was lost—1.to 10.
The amendment offered by Mr. Gray in
regard 1o verdicts of juries, making a new
lver{!iot ‘“not proven,” was taken up and
ost. : :
. Mr.Swavze called up his proposition to '
:amend the Constitution in regard to libel,
| _Mr. Grey wanted to know what the |
difference is between his amendment and
the present Constitution.

The proposition of Mr. Swayze was lost,
1 to 10.

Mr. Thompson and Mr. Buckley obtained
leave of absence for the week.

Mr. Ferry moved that when the Com-
mission adjour, it be to Tuesday, Novem-
ber 11. Adopted.-

On motion, the following proposition of
Mr. Dickinson was taken up :

' All elections of the citizens shall be by
ballot. Every ballot voted shall be num-
bered in the order in which it is received.
and the number jrecorded by the election
officers opposite the name ofthe elector
who presented the ballot, and any elector |
lm:’y’ write his name on the back of his bal-
(s
Mr. Green and Mr. Buckley o pos:d the
proposition, because it was & blow at the
secret ballot. Both of these. gentlemen
thought the ballot ought to be kept as
secret as possible, ) 3

The proposition was lost, . '
Mr. Ferry suggested that a committee
should be appointed to consider the
proposition of the Governor, in regard to
the condemnation of land, and the cop-
stituting of a court for that purpose, .
Referred to Messis. Green, Grey and

Hubbel!l. Adjourned.

-



WED., NOV. 12, 1873

| Comstitutional Commission
' : Tuzspay, Nov, 11.
The Commission met. Present— Messre.
‘Babcock, Brinkerhoff, Buckley, Carter,
Cutler, Dickinson, Ferry, Green, Hubbell,
Swayze, Ten Eyck. *

Prayer was offered up by Rev. Mr.

Keyser.
- The minutes were read and approved.
Mr. Swayze presented new propositions
in referenop to the judiciary, providing for
the electic%‘,term of office and compensa-
tion of the Supreme Court.

Mr. Brinkerhoff offered an amendment:

‘relative to past and future exemption of
pr(l)})erty from taxes.

r. Swayze affered a proposition maki: g
tke Governor and the four Judges of the
Supreme Court a Court of Pardons. Re-
ferred to Judiciary.

The proposition of Mr. Dickinson that all
‘laws regulatiag elections by the people, or
for the registry of electors shall be uniform

. -throughout the State, and that no voter
-shall be deprived of the right to vote by

reason of his name not being registered, '
was taken up, and being opposed by Mr.

Buckley and Mr. Hubbell, was lost

The proposition to make the sessions of |

the Legislature once in two years, uniess for
special objects, was lost.

The proposition of Mr. Grey in regard to |

verdicts of juries was lost.

The proposition of Mr. Dickinson in re- -

gard to the terms of Justices of the Su
preme Court, continuing them in office
during good behavior, was lost.

The proposition that the Legislature shall
not delegate to any Commission the right
to govern any city, &ec., haviog heen pre~
viously provided for, was lost.

The proposition of Mr. Thompson in re-
gard to the taking of lands by any 1ncorpor-
rated company, giving the right to appeal
and have the damages re-assessed, was
adopted.

The proposition of Mr. Buckley .prohib-.
-iting a member of the Legislature from.

.receiving any civil appointment within this
-State was adopted.

The proposition of Mr. Ferry in regard
‘to the Legislature and its constitution was
-taken up, and after being amended was
‘adopted.

The proposition of Mr. Cutler, relative to
the taking of private property ,for pubtic
use, was taken up, amended and adopted.

Adjourned.



THURS,, NOV. 13, 1373

Cois(l tational Commission.

The Commission met yesterday morning,
ten members present.

An amendment wes adopted that the
Court of Commen Pleas shall hereafter
consist; beside the Justice of the Supreme
Court, of two judges, to be appointed by
the Governor and confirmed by the Senate,
and to hold office for five years. The com.
pensation of none of the Judiciary shall be
increased or diminished during the term:
for which they shall be appointed.

The proposition offered by Mr. Ferry,
providing for the election of State Senators
by districts, based on population, was con-
sidered, and after considerable debate was
rejected by the following vote; ¥eas,
Messrs. Brinkerhoff, Buckley, Ferry, Green.
Nays, Messrs. Babcock, Carter, Cutler,
Dickinson, Grey, Swayze, Ten Eyck—7.

The proposition to limit the amount of |
bonded debt of counties and boroughs to
two per cent.. of towns or townships to four
per.cent., and of cities to eight per cent.,
except for water sunply, was adopted.

A propositian was adopted providing that |
the Legislature may pass laws depriving of |
the right of suffrage persons who may be |
convicted of bribery in legislation, as well !
as at elections.

A proposition was adopted authorizing
the Legislature to create a Court to fix the
value of lands condemned for public pur<
poses.

A proposition was adopted prescribing an
oath to be taken by officers of the Legisla-
ture.

The proposition offered by Mr. Buckley,
providing for Senatorial districte, was taken,
up, discussed at length, and rejected by a

vote of 4 to 6.




FRI., NoV. 1k, 1873

* Comstitutional Commission.
The Commission held a session yester..

. terday.
The proposition that ‘‘the Legislature
_may establish a court or courts with original
jurisdiction_over all cases of condemnation:
of lands and assessments for improve-
ments” was taken up and adopted. :
. Propositions relative to public schools
and the Vice Chaecellorship were dis—
cussed at length, without any positive re-
sult being reached.
The Commission - adjourned to meet on
Tuesday morning next.



TED., NOV. 15, 1373

Coustitutienal Commission.
Turspay, Nov. 18,
The Commission met. Present—Mesarse

Babcock, Buckley, Carter, Dickinson,
Ferry, Green, Gregory, Grey, Hubbell,
‘Swayze, Ten Eyck, (President), Thomp-~

son.
! Prayer by Rev. Dr. Hanlen.

The propoeition relative to taxation,
' offered by Mr. Green asa substitute for all
‘tha propositions, was taken up.

Mr. Carter offered an amendment, which
exempls from taxation burial grounds and
church property to the value ot $25,000.

The proposition was adopted as follows :

* No property of any kind, protected by
law, except that owned by the United

_States, the State, counties,townshive, cities,
towns or boroughs, shal] be exempt by law
from its full share of all State, county,:
township and city taxes and usessments,‘\
except burying grounds and cemeteries
not held by stock companiea.” [

The following propositions also, offered
by Mr. Green, were then considered :

No law shall be enacted or contract en~.
tered into by which the exercise of the.
power of taxation shall be restricted, im-
paired or impeded. Adopted, 8 to0 0.

The Legislature may provide by law for
taking away from anv person or persons,.
natural or artfiicial, now possessing or
entitied to the same, any right of exemp-
tion from taxation which cannot be re--
voked without compensation, and for pay--
ing to such person or persons, a just com
pensation for the right so taken away.
Adopted, 6 to 5. '

Mr. Green offered the following as an ad
dition : :

& Property. shall be assessed for taxes.
under general laws and by uniform rules,
according ta ita true value in money."”
Adopted, 7 to 4. '

Mr. Green called up the following pro-.
position offered by him, which was:

.adopted : :

The Legislature shall pass no special act:
conferring corporite powers, but they shall

“pass general laws under which eorporations.

" may be organized and corporate powers of

"-every nature ohtained, rubject, neverthe.

_:less, to repeal or alteration at the will of
.the Legislature.

* Mr. Gray addressed the Commission, and
thought the present amendments in the,
Constitution sufficient. : '

The propesed change was lost, 3 to 6.

On motion of Mr.Green all the proposi-

tions adopted were referred to the Commit-
-._tee an Final Revision.

g e e
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