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CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION

19:47-11.3

“Set or setting the hands” shall mean the process of
forming a high hand and low hand from the seven cards
dealt. o

“Seven-card bonus wager” shall mean an optional wager

as authorized by N.JA.C. 19:47-11.17, that the player’s

seven-card hand will form a five-card poker hand (best five
cards out of seven cards), for which a payout will be
awarded pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.18, regardless of the
manner in which the player sets the high hand and the low
hand and regardless of the outcome of the player’s pai gow
poker wager.

“Suit” shall mean one of the four categories of cards, that
is, diamond, spade, club or heart. ‘ ’

“Three-card bonus wager” shall mean an optional wager
as authorized by N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.17, that the player’s first
three cards will form a three-card poker hand that contains
a straight flush with no joker, three-of-a-kind, a straight
flush, a straight, a flush or one pair. ‘

Amended by R.2002 d.298, effective September 16, 2002.
See: 33 N.J.R. 3253(b), 34 N.J.R. 3287(b).
Added “Bonus wager”, “Envy bonus”, “Premium qualifying poker
hand” and “Qualifying poker hand”.
Amended by R.2004 d.286, effective July 19, 2004.
See: 36 N.J.R. 1186(a), 36 N.J.R. 3420(a). )
Added “Seven-card bonus wager” and “Three-card bonus wager”.

19:47-11.2 Cards; number of decks

(a) Except as provided in (b) below, pai gow pokershall
be played with. one deck of cards with backs of the same

color and design, one additional cutting card and one -

additional cover card to be used in accordance with the
procedures set forth in N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.6. The cutting
card and cover card shall be opaque .and in a solid color
readily distinguishable from the color. of the backs and edges
of the playing cards, as approved by the Commission. The
deck of cards used to play pai gow poker shall meet the
requirements of N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.17 and shall include -one
joker. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a casino licen-
see from .using decks which are manufactured with two
jokers provided that only one joker is used for gaming at pai
gow poker:

(b) If an automated card shufﬂihg device is used for pai
gow poker, a casino licensee shall be permitted to use a
second deck of cards to play the game, provided  that:

1. Each deck of cards complies with the réquirements
of (a) above;

2. The backs of the cards in the two decks are of a
different color;

3. One deck is being shuffled by the automated card
shuffling device while the other deck is being dealt or
used to play the game;
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4. ‘Both decks are continuously alternated in and out
of play, with each deck being used for every other round
of play; and

5 The cards from one deck only shall be placed in the
discard rack at any given time.

Amended by R.1993 d.192, effective May 3, 1993.
See: 24 N.JR. 4247(a), 25 N.J.R. 1887(b).
In (a), added “and one additional solid yellow or green cover card
. set forth in NJ.A.C. 19:47-11.6”. In (b), added provision for
dealing from dealer’s hand. ‘ )
Amended by R.1994 d.224, effective May 2, 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R. 344(a), 26 N.J.R. 1853(b).
Amended by R.1998 d.441, effective September 8, 1998.
See: 30 N.J.R. 1772(b), 30 N.J.R. 3259(b).- '
In (a), deleted “solid yellow or green” throughout the first sentence
and added a new second sentence.

19:47-11.3 Pai gow poker rankings; cards; poker hands

(a) The rank of the cards used in pai gow poker, in order
of highest to lowest rank, shall be: ace, king, queen, jack,
10, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, three, and two. Not-
withstanding the foregoing, an ace may be used to complete
a “straight flush” or a “straight” formed with a two, three,
four and five. Except as otherwise provided in (c) below,
the joker shall be used and ranked as an ace.

(b) The permissible poker hands at the game of pai gow
poker, in order from highest to lowest rank, shall be:

1. “Five -aces” is a high hand consisting of four aces
and a joker;. -

2. “Royal flush” is a high hand consisting of an ace,
king, queen, jack and ten of the same suit; however, for
purposes of the progressive payout wager, a “natural royal
flush” is a royal flush which does not use a joker;

3. “Straight flush” is a.high hand consisting of five
cards of the same suit in consecutive ranking, with ace,
two, three, four, and five being the highest ranking
straight flush; king, queen, jack, 10, and nin€ being the
second highest ranking straight flush, and six, five, four,
three and 2 being the lowest ranking straight flush;

4. “Four-of-a-kind” is a high hand consisting of four
cards of the same rank regardless of suit, with four aces
being the highest ranking four-of-a-kind and four twos
being the lowest ranking four-of-a-kind;

5. “Full house” is a high hand consisting of a “three-
of-a-kind” and a “pair,” with three aces and two kings
being the highest ranking full house and three twos and
two threes being the lowest ranking full house;

6. “Flush” is a high hand consisting of five cards of
the same suit. When comparing two flushes the provi-
sions of (e) below shall be applied,; '

7. “Straight” is a -high hand consisting of five cards of
consecutive rank, regardless of suit, with an ace, king,
queen, jack and 10 being the highest ranking straight; an
ace, -two, three, four and five being the second highest
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- poker hands authorized herein, the hand whichi co

'19.-4.7‘.‘ ‘_1;;3- E OTHER AGENCIES "

s

ERN rankmg strarght and a six, f1ve four, three and two belng._ ;\: 3,' “Seven—card stralght ﬂush w1th ]oker is o seven-: O
the lowest ranklng stra1ght _} T Ty ‘

" card: hand consisting of seven ‘cards of the same suitin . .

S Ce E consecutlve rankmg w1th a Joker belng used to complete - } -
i 8 “Three of-a-kmd” isa hrgh hand contannng three. the stra1ght ﬂush R S e T

- being the highest: ranking three-of—a-kmd and three twos' :?mefgiegl t}YRRQZgg(Z d §35N6Jff§6t;‘;i gl(m)e 17, 2002
AR / B [~ X a); a )
'._bemg the' lowest ranklng three of-a kmd S Rewrote ()2 - L

; L L '.iAmended by R.2002 d 298, effectwe September 16 2002
_ Two palrs is’a hrgh hand contamlng two pa1rs - See: 33N.JR. 3253(b), 34 N.I.R, v3287(b)

- “with two aces and two kings being the highest- rankmg two *j Added (f)

. pair hand ‘and two threes and- two twos belng ‘the lowest e R Sl
L “ranlqng two pa1r hand and , ) A 19 47-11 4 Pal gow po_ er shaker and dlce, computerlzed

. E o : random number generator, button " - e

"y 10, “Pair” is e1ther a hrgh hand or.a low. hand COHSISt"‘ - (a) Unless ‘a casino’ licenses offers. the opt1onal bonus

;'1ng of two cards of the. same- rank; regardless of sult_ w1tha'1b, *_Wagers authonzed by NJA C. 19:47-11.17 and follows the ©

| 'two aces being. the highest rankmg 8% ' . dealing procedures set forth therein, the startirig position for .

B “bemg the IOWCSt rankmg palr - the-deal or: dehvery of cards in pai gow poker shall be

EEa determmed by us' 'one of the followrng methods ’

o) For purposes of - settlng the hands :

used: as’ any card to complete a "“strdight L Three dice and 2 par gow. poker shaker, which shall

meet _the - requirements - of- NJAC. 19:46-1:1
'} L 13B(e) respectively, and be used- 1n aocordanc
E N J.AC. 19:46-1. 13B(e) and 19; 47—11 8B(b)

LR The thre dice. shall be mamtamed at al_tlmes"-i o ;
'f-.?___w1th1n the pa1 govw poker shaker A E R

. ’casmo llcensee chooses to exercrse th1s optron 1t shall S0

Wthh are of 1dent1cal poker and hand rank :pursu
provisions of _this ‘section, or. whlch contain’ n

~~ highest ranking- card as provrded in (a) ‘above’ whlch‘° ‘ot

S 'ered a copy hand

"""- stralght flush;

B . the ‘same suit, with or without a Joker, w1th; an addltlonal s

““containied in"the other hand shall be co s1dered thef’hlgher e 3
ranklng hand. “If the two hands are of fentical rank after: -

T .v-.ishoe is- used pursu it Sk
the. apphcanon of! this subsectlon -the ds shall be ?On_Sld'v S z;f11 8C(d) a button that is moved by the dealer clockw1se"' ‘

T (f) If a_casino hcensee offers the opt1onal bonus wager “Amenc
' authonzed by N.J.A.C. 19:47-11. 15 ‘the. following seven. cardi.f '

hands, ‘each of wh1ch shall have ‘a rank ‘higher. than a five:." ' See:. ) N. R T

‘card poker. hand of flve aces, shall be’ used to determme the - - Existing (b) amended to become (b) and (b)1 added (b)2

. amount of the bonus wager payout or ‘envy bonus payment H-'Amended by R. 2004. d:2 286, effective JlﬂY 19, 2004,_ :

- to'which a wrnnlng patron is ent1tled pursuant L
19 47-11.16: ST :

£ i"'1.A “Seven-card stralght ﬂush w1th o Joker isa jsey_en-, T
s y (a) After. rece1v1ng a deck of cards at the table in accor :

__.;v'v'card hand consisting of ' seven cards ‘of the NS ‘i : :
©.consecutive ranklng, w1th no ]oker used to omplete the,_‘.jj' rdance Wlth NJ. AC 19 46‘1 18 the dealer shall sort and‘-:

u '2; o “Royal ﬂush plus royal match isa se n-card hand | f
“-consisting of ‘an-ace; a-king,a: queen a ]ack and a. 10 of "

i ;kmg and queen of a same- su1t and L joker 1s torn"r' ha]f and d1scarded




CASINO' CONTROL COMMISSION . 3

(b) Followrng the rnspectron of the cards by the dealer

and the verification by the floorperson assigned to the table,
~ the cards shall be spread out face up on the table for visual - »
. inspection by the first player to arrive at’the table. . The -

cards shall be spread out according-to suit" and 1n sequence
and shall include one ]oker ' : ‘

(c) After the flrst player is afforded an opportunlty to

visually -inspect ‘the cards, the cards ‘shall ‘be turned face :
down on the  table, mixed thoroughly by a “washing”

“chemmy shuffle” of the cards and stacked. Once the cards
have been stacked, they shall be shufﬂed in accordance with

NJAC. 1947—116

(d) If a casino! 11censee uses an automated card shufﬂlng,

device to play the game of pai gow poker and two decks of
cards- are received. at- the ' table pursuant to N.JA.C.
19:46-1.18 and 19:47-11.2, each "deck - of “cards shall be
separately - sorted, . inspected, ver1f1ed spread, - mspected
mixed, stacked and shuffled in accordance with the provi-

sions of (a) through (c) above 1mmed1ate1y prror to the»

commencement of play.

(e) All_'cards opened for use on a pai'go\v p_oker table
-and dealt from a manual or an automated dealing shoe shall
“All cards - opened for:

be changed at least every eight hours.
use on a pai gow poker table and dealt from the hand shall
be changed at least every four hours.

Commission for approval

Amended by R.1993 d. 192 effective May 3,:1993."
See: 24 N.J.R. 4247(a), 25 N.J.R: 1887(b): ’ :

In (d), specified changing cards when dealmg from a shoe and
dealing from the hand. . B
Amended by R.1994 d.224, effective May 2, 1994

 See: 26 NJR. 344(a) 26 N.JR. 1853(b)

19:47-11.6 Shufﬂe and cut of the cards . '

(a) Immedlately prior to the commencement of play and
after- each round of play has been- completed, the dealer

shall shuffle the cards either manually or by use of an-

automated card shufﬂmg device so that the cards are ran-

domly intermixed.- Upon completron of the shuffle, “the v
" havé been dealt a casino supervisor may require the cards
".to’ be ‘tecit ‘if he or she determines that the cut was . -
- performed 1mproper1y or in any way that m1ght affect the

dealer or device shall place the deck’ of cards in: a s1ng1e
stack; provided, however, that. nothlng in this section ‘shall
be deemed to prohibit: an ‘automated card shufﬂlng device

which, upon completion of the shufﬂmg of the’ cards, 1nserts -
the cards dlrectly 1nto an automated or manual deahng'

dealer shall

1. If the cards were shufﬂed using’ an automated card
shuffling device, deal or deliver-the cards ‘in accordance -
with the procedures set forth in ‘N.J. AC 19 47-11. 8 :

11.8A or 11.8B; or L

47465

“Procedures. for .©..
compliance with this subsection: must be submltted to ‘the

19:47-11.6
2.1 the cards were shuffled manually, cut the cards in
accordance . with the procedures set forth in (¢ through

(e) below.

(c) Upon completron of a manual shufﬂe, the dealer shall ,

'place the stack of cards on: top of the cover card. Thereaf-
" ter, the dealer shall offer the stack of cards to be ‘cut, with
.. the backs facing up and faces facing the layout, to the player. .
" determined pursuant to (d) below. If no player accepts the
: cut the dealer shall cut-the cards ,

2
(d) The cut of the cards shall be offered to players in the

: ;followmg order

1. The first player to the table 1f the game is' Just“

" begmnlng, L

. 2. The player who accepts the bank’ pursuant to
N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.10; provided, however if* the bank : -

- refuses the cut, the: cards shall be offered to each player

moving counterclockwrse around the table from the bank
untrl a player accepts. the cut; or

3. The player at the farthest pos1t10n to the right of
- the dealer, if there is no bank durlng a round of play;
- provided,. however, . if there are two or ‘more consecutive
" -rounds of play where. there is no bank, the offer to cut the

- .cards shall rotate in a counterclockwrse manner after the y
- player to the far rrght of the dealer has been offered the '

Cut

Iv (e) The player or dealer maklng the cut shall place the B

: ~ ‘cutting card in the stack at least 10 cards from either end. .
_Once the cuttlng card. has been 1nserted the dealer shall’ -
take the cutting card-and all'the cards on top of the cutting

card ‘and place them on the bottom of ‘the stack.. The

" dealer shall then remove the cover card and place it on the:
bottom of the stack. Thereafter, the dealer shall remove

the cuttrng card and, at the d1scret10n of the casino licensee,

‘either place it in the discard rack or use it as an additional
,cuttrng card: to be inserted four: cards from the bottom of °
" the deck, The dealer shall then deal or deliver the cards in
" accordance - with:. the procedures set forth in- N.J. A C.
) 19 :47-11.8, 11 8A or 11 8B :

(f) After” the cards have been cut and before any cards

integrity or fairness of the game. If a recut is required,: ‘the

- cards shall be recut, at the casino licensee’s option, by the :
~ player'who last cut. the cards, or by the next person entitled
U to cut. the cards, as determlned by (c) and (d) above»’ ‘

(b) After the cards have been shufﬂed and stacked the o

(g) Whenever there is no gamlng act1V1ty at'a pai gow ‘

: ,'poker table which is. open: for -gaming,: the cards shall be
" spread out on the table either face up or face down If the' R
~cards are spread face down; they shall be turned face up
“once a player arrives at the table.. .
“afforded an opportunity ‘to visually inspect the cards, the

After. the first player is

' Supp.‘” 7- 19¥04 '



- See: 26 N.J.R.'344(a), 26 N.J.R. 1853(b). -
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procedures outlrned in N.J.A: C. 19: 47—11 5(c) shall be com-
pleted :

' Amended by R.1993 d.192, effective May 3, 1993.
See: 24 N.J.R. 4247(a), 25 N J.R. 1887(b).

- Revised (b), (d), and (e).
Amended by R.1994 d.224, effective May 2 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R. 344(a), 26 N:J.R. 1853(b). :
Amended by R.1996 d.223, effective May 20, 1996. -

- Seer 28 N.J.R. 1362(b), 28 N.JR. 2572(b)

Added recut provrslons ‘

19 47-11 v Wagers
(a) All wagers at pa1 gow poker shall be made by placmg

‘gaming chips or plaques and, if applicable, a match play '

coupon on the appropriate bettrng area of the pai gow
-poker layout.
not be accepted at the game of pa1 gow poker e

(b) Only players who are seated at the pa1 gow poker
table may place a wager at the game.

seated until the completron of the round of play

(c) All wagers at pai gow poker shall be placed prlor to

the dealer. announcing “No more bets” in- accordance with
the - dealing procedures set forth in N.J.A.C. 19:47-11. 8,.

~ 11.8A or 11.8B. No wager at pai gow poker shall be made,

- increased or wlthdrawn after the dealer has announced “No"

: more bets

(d) Upon placmg a'pai gow poker wager, a’ player ‘may, if

a progressive payout. wager is offered by the casino: hcensee

NS 'pursuant to the provisions of N.J.A.C. 19: 47—11 14, place a-

progressive payout wager by depositing a gaming chip into

the acceptor device designated for that player or by redeém- .

ing a progressive payout wager coupon in accordance with
the provisions of N.J.A.C. 19:45-1.18. Each' player shall be

" responsible for verifying that the acceptor light for his or
‘her betting position has been properly 1llum1nated upon .

placement of the progressrve payout wager

(e) If a casino lrcensee offers the optronal bonus wagers

authorized by N.J.A.C. 19 47-11.17, upon plac1ng a pai gow

N .poker wager and prior to any cards ‘being_dealt for the

round of play, a player may place a three card bonus wager _

.and/or a seven-card bonus wager

c Y Amended by R. 1993 d.192, effective May 3, 1993
© See: 24 N.J.R. 4247(a), 25 N.J.R:'1887(b). -
- In(c); added reference to'11.8A. e
. ‘Amended by R.1994 d.137, effective March 21, 1994
“See: 25 N.J.R. 5902(a); 26 N.J.R. 1373(b), B
Amended by R.1994 d.224, effective May 2; 1994

"~ Amended by R.2002 d.185, effective June 17 2002

. See: 34 N.J.R. 980(a), 34 N.J.R: 2143(a).

. 'Added (d). ,

 ‘Amended by R.2004 d. 286 effectlve July 19 2004
© See: 36 NJ.R. 1186(a), 36'NJ.R. 3420(a)
Added (e).

“Supp. 71904 . -

A verbal wager accompanled by cash shall

Once a player has' -
. placed a wager and received cards, that player ‘must remam :

OTHER AGENCIES o

- 19: 47-11.8 Procedures for deallng the cards from a

manual dealmg shoe

(a) If a casino lrcensee chooses to have the cards dealtﬁ N
: from a manual dealing shoe, the: dealing shoe shall meet the - -

requirements of N.J.A.C. 19:46-1.19. Once the procedures

i required by N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.6 have been completed the -

cards shall be placed in the manual dealmg shoe and the o

dealer shall announce “No more bets

(b) The dealer shall then, using one of the procedures

" authorized by N.J.A.C, 19:47-11.8C, determine the ‘starting
- position for dealing the cards.

If the casino.licensee. offers
the -additional wager ‘authorized by N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.13, all - ~
such addltronal wagers shall be determined and paid and the

procedures in N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.13 shall be completed be- o

fore any card is dealt to any player at the table

(¢ After the’ startlng posmon for deahng the: cards ‘has -
‘been’ determined, each- card shall be removed from .the

dealing shoe with the left hand of the dealer and placed face - -~

down. on the appropriate area of the layout with the rrght .
The dealer shall deal the first card to . .
' the starting posrtron as determined in (b) above and, moving _
clockwise ‘around the table, deal a card to all other pos1- -

hand of the dealer.

tions, including the dealer, regardless of ‘whether there is a

. wager at the posrtron The dealer shall then return to the.- .
~ starting - position and deal -a  second card in a clockwise
"'rotatlon and shall continue dealing until each posrtlon -

1nclud1ng the dealer, has seven cards

(d) After seven cards have been dealt to each pos1tlon
mcludrng the dealer, the dealer shall remove the remaining

cards from the shoe and determrne whether exactly four
cards are left. ‘ :

'1: If four cards remain, the four cards shall not be
“exposed to anyone and shall be placed in the discard rack.

The dealer shall then collect any cards dealt to a position

where there is no wager and place them 1n the d1scard

' rack wrthout exposmg the cards

CIf more or less than four cards rémain, the dealer -
If the cards

' -shall determine if the cards were misdealt.
were mlsdealt and-a player or the dealer has more or less

. than seven cards; all ‘hands shall be void pursuant to-
" NJAC. 19:47-11.11.

If‘the -cards have not been mis-

' !dealt all ‘hands shall beé' considered void and the entire” .
- “deck of cards shall be r‘emoved from the table pursuant to .

NJAC 1946—1 18.

Amended by R. 1993 d.192, effectrve May 3,.1993.

 See: 24 N.JR. 4247(a), 25 N.J.R. 1887(b).

In (a), added proviso regarding dealing from the hand.
Amended by'R.1994 d.224, effective May 2,"1994.

= See: 26'N.J.R.344(a), 26 N.J.R. 1853(b).
" Amended by R.1995 d.78, effective February 6, 1995.
- See: 26 N.J.R..4343(a), 27 N.J.R. 549(c).
" ‘Amended by'R:1999.d.110, effective April 5, 1999
© Seé: 30N.J.R. 4155(a), 31 N.J.R. 894(a). .

In (a), deleted ““and shall be located on. the table to the left of' the.

o dealer at the end of the flrst sentence

47-46.6



o/

e \\

19:47-12.1

CASINO CONTROL COMMISSION

(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of (h) above, the

counting of the stub shall not be required if an automated card
shuffling device is used that counts the number of cards in the
deck after the completion of each shuffle and indicates
whether 52 cards, plus the joker, are still present. If the
automated card shuffling device reveals that an incorrect
number of cards are present, the deck shall be removed from
the table in accordance w1th the prov131ons of N.J.A.C. 19:46-
1.18. .

New Rule, R.20(_)4 d.286, effective July 19, 2004.
See: 35 N.J.R. 1186(a), 36 N.J.R. 3420(a)

19: 47-11 18 Payout odds for optlonal three-card bonus
wager and seven-card bonus wager

(a) The payout .odds for winning  the optional bonus -

wagers authorized by N.J.A.C. 19:47-1.17 when printed on
any sign-or in any brochure or other publication distributed by
a cas1no licensee shall be stated through the use of the word

“to” or “win,” and no odds shall be stated through the use of -

the word “for.”

(b) A casino licensee shall pay off winning three-card_
bonus wagers at no less than the following odds: -

Hand Payout Odds
Three-card straight flush, with  40to 1
no joker -

Three-of-a-kind 25to 1
Three-card straight flush 5tol
Three-card straight 4t01 -
Three-card flush 3to1l

One pair 1to1l

) A casino licensee shall pay off winning seven-card
bonus wager at no less than the following odds: '

Next Page is 47-57

47-55

Payout Odds

Hand

Five aces - 500to 1 -
Royal flush 250to0 1
Straight flush 50to 1
Four-of-a-kind 25to 1
Full house 5to1
Flush . 4to1
Three-of-a-kind 3to1
Straight 2to 1

(d) Notwithstanding the minimum payout odds required in
(c) above, a casino licensee may establish a maximum payout
amount as approved by the Commission that is payable to a
player for one round of play, which amount shall be at least
$50,000 or the maximum amount that one player could -win
per round when betting the minimum permissible wager,
whichever is greater. If the established payout limit is not
included on the layout, each casino licensee shall provide
notice of any decrease in the payout limit in accordance with

" N.JLA.C. 19:47-8.3. Any maximum payout limit established

by a casino licensee shall apply only to payouts'of the seven-
card bonus wager placed pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:47-11.17.
New Rule, R.2004 d.286, effective July 19, 2004.

See: 36 N.J.R. 1186(a); 36 N.J.R. 3420(a). ‘ _
Amended by R.2005 d.397, effective November 21, 2005. A

See: 37 N.J.R. 2161(a), 37 N.J.R. 4471(a).
Added (d). .

SUBCHAPTER 12. POKETTE

19:47-12.1 Deﬁnitions

The following words and terms, when used in this

"subchapter, shall have the following meanings unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise.

"

N
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