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NEW JERSEY COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND 

54 _James Street, f'lewark, N. J. 

MRS. ALBERT T. BECKETT, President, .......... , ............... Salem 
w 

MRS. BLANTON C. WELSH, R_ecording Secretary, . , .......... Montclair 
' , 

MR. C. R. DIEFFENBACH; , ................................. Jersey City 

MRS. HARRIET Fr'SI-IER ANDREW, ......................... Trenton 

WELLS P. EAGLETON, M.D., .................................. Newark 

HoN: WILLTAM FELLOWES · MoRGAN, resig1;ed Janu;iry, I9I6; Wells P. 
Eagleton, M.D., 'appointed to succeed Mr. Morgan, in February, I9I6. 

MRS. HARRIET FISHER ANDRE:,V, appointed member' of Advisory Board of 
State Purchasing Commission. · 

MRS, ALBERT T. BECKETT, appointed Budget Officer '.in compliance with new 
Budget Act, passed in I9I,6. 1 

GENEML . STAFF .. 

Miss ALICE IRENE WooD, Temporary Executive Sec'y fro111 August 7th, I9I6 
Miss J. M. SPRJ,NGER, ................... , ................. · .... Bookkeeper 
Miss LYDIA Y. HAYES, ............ , . ·,- .. Supervisor to August 7th, I9I6 

HoME TEACHERS. 

MI~s ANNE V. WARD, ..... ,. , ...... : ........................... .- . Can'lden 
Miss M. A. SPRINGER, ... , ......................... , .... , ... East Orange 
MR. WILLIAM J. ADICKES, ............. .' ... ·· ...................... Hoboken· 
Miss BERTHA M. JOHNSON,· ........................... .' ........ Bridgeton 
Miss MARGARET HOGAN, ............... ; ................. • ...... , .. Orange 

TEACHER OF. PIANO ':(uNING AND REPAIRING. 

MR. WILLMM B. SCHOTT, ................. ,. .................... ,Irvington 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

November 1st, 1915, to October 31st, 191(,. 

RECEIPTS. 

General expenses, ............................ ·.: ......... $ro,ooo oo 
Preventive work, .... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 750 oo 
Extension of home industries, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 oo 

-----· $n,750 00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

General E:cpenses. 

Salary o.f Supervisor, Nov. I, 1915, to Aug. ?, 
1916, date of termination of services, ........ $922 58 · 

Salary of Executive Secr·etary, from Aug. 7, 
1916, date of temporary appointment, to Oct . 

. 31, 1916, .............................. ·. . . . . 181 45 
1 Salary of Clerk (acting in capacity of guide 
, an·d/ Private ·secretary to Supervisor), Nov . 

. I, 1915, to Aug. 7, 1916, date of termination 
of servicesi ........................... ,. . . . . . 395 16 

Salary of Clerk, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 bo 

Salary of Home Tec1cher, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 oo 
Salary of Home Teacher, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 oo 
Salary of Home Teacher, .. ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 609 oo 
S.alary ·of Home Teacher, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 oo 
Salary. of Home Teacher (salary inc~eased $5.00 
· per month May, 1916), ............... ·. ... . . . 510 oo 

Salary of teacher of piano tuning, ·. . . . . . . . . . . . 153 oo 
Salary of Guide to Miss Anne V. Ward (Home 

Teacher), ....... • ......... ,................. 199 50 
Salary of Guide to Miss Bertha M. Johnson 

(Home Teacher), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199 75 
Salary of Guide to Miss Mary A. Springer 

(Home Teacher), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . 169 75 
Salary. of Guide to Miss Margaret R. Hogan 

(Home Teacher), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210 50 
Services of Guide to • Supervisor, . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 
Salary of janitress, ................ .' ........ . 

i Extra clerical he1p, ...................... , .... . 
Express.age, ................................. . 
Offic~ ,furniture,. . ...... , ............. , ....... ·. 
Office supplies, ........... , .................. . 
Postage, ..........................•....... ,- .. . 
Stationery, .................................. . 
Telegraph, •.................................. 

r8o oo 
54 25 

145 60 
172 66 
89 Sr 

167 26 
58 99 
,7 87 
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Telephone, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $97 25 
Transportation, ...... : .....•..... i ......••.. : 1,638 51 
Maintenance, ........... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 864 72 
Workshop supplies, .... '.. ; ... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II4 77 
Books, ................... ' .............. C..... .4 25 
,Sundries, .. , ..... ', ........... : . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 29 24 
Gas; , ......................................... ·. 22 23 

Fire insurance, , ............ , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r6 7v' 
Coal, .......... '... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 oo 
Wa_ter assessment, ..... ' ... ' ....... _ ...... ,: .... ,, 13 54 
.Painting, ........................ .' .. , . . . . . . . .. 8 oo 

~::~;:~; . :· : : :: : : : : : : ·: : : '. : : : : : : : : : : : '.: : : : : : : : : : :: ~; 
Fees for demonstrators, .......... : ... , . . . . . . . 157 oo 
Assistance in preparation of materials for class 

and home Jork, ......... : . ....... .'._........ 24 30 
----, $10,000 00 

PREVENTIVE WORK. , 

Cieri~al work, ............................... . 
Expressage, ......... , ............... '. ....... . 
Postage, ......... ; ..... , .... : ... · ............ . 
Stationery,, .............. · ......... , .......... . 
Office supplies, ................ ' ........ • ...... . 
Telephone, ......... , ..•......... '., ...... : ...... . 
Transport~tion, · ......... · ..................... . 
Maintenance, 1 .••••••• : •••••••••• • •••• ' ••••••••••• 

Preventive pamphlets, ....... , . : ............. . 
Charts, ............. : . · ....• : , ...... : ......... . 
Multigraphing, ............................... . 
Lantern slides, ............................... , 

$so 00 

6 86 
56'24 
r6 oo 
r6 04 · 
5 00 

II' 34 
I 75 

416 55 ', 
g8 so 
25 82 
4590 

EX'l'ENSI,ON OF HOME INDUS'l'RIES. 

vVorkshop supplies, .... , .............. , ..... · .. . 
Stationery, ............................... , .. . 
Telephone, ................................. , ,. 
Transportation, .................... . _..: ....... . 
Maintenance, ....... , ......................... . 
Expressage a,nd freightage, . : ........ '. ....... . 
Postage; ................ : .................. , .. 
Books, ...................... , ............... . 
Sundries, .......... _ .......................... . 

' Cutting and preparing materials for home' and 
class work, ......... , ....................... . 

$924 53 
I 79 

70 

13_35 
r6 88 · 

4 20 

28 
8 91 

IO 48 

't8 88 

750 00 

I,000 00 

' · , $n,750 oo 



APPROXIMATE STATISTICAL SURVEY OF BLIND,AS ON FILE 
AT .COMMISSION'S HEAJ?QUARTERS 1 

November 1st, 1915, to October 31st, 1916 

Number in State', .... : ... : ... : ............... : ....................... 1,700 

Investigated through Com~ission-, · 
Males, ... ,. ....................... , ............. .- ............... 900 

Females, . , ....................................... : .......... · ... 8oo 
Under 20, .......... · .......................................... 190 

Between 20 and 70, .......................................... 1,060 

Over 70 years, ................................................. '450 

Teachable blind, ............................ •'" ......................... 6oo 
Under 20, .................... , ............. ·: ...•............•..•• 90. 

Male, ..... ' .................................... : ......... 47 
Female, ..................... : ............. : .............. 43 

Over 20, •............ ·'° ••.•.• · ••.•••.••••••..• ' • .' •..••••••.••••••• 510 

Male, ............................ : .......... : ...... , . . 250 

Female, .......... : ............................. '. ....... 260 

Number of blind in education31] institutions, ......... , .................. 90 

Of this number there are 24 in public schools. 1 

Number o'-f blind suitably provided for in own hoh1es, ................ 1,200 

Number of 'consignors at Headquarters, ....... ' ........... , ............ 105 
Number of cocoa and chocolate agents, ... : ............................ 96 
Occupied 1:Jlind, .......................................... : ............. 830 

Remuneratively,, ........ · ....................................... 340 
Industrially, ...... • ..................... '. .. , ................... : .. 170 

~:;~se:~~~~•. : : ': : : : : : : : : : : : :1 : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :': : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 2;~ 
830 

Number of blind dependent upon benevolent institutions, ........... · ... roo 
NurnbeF of blind ih custodial care (almshouses, prisons, asylums), ...... 90 

Deaths reported, ·, ....... : ............................................... 37 

(5) 
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Report of, Comh.lission- . 

· HO'n.J~nies F. Pielder, Goverrior :Of New, Jersey:' _ . , 
. , ' . SrR_:._Iri ·· ·comipliaµce · with the , law creating tp.e New' Jersey 

Go1111mis,si9n for the Blind, we have1'. the honor· to sUJbmit to 
Y ~hr ~cel1ency :the £onowingi xep0,rt £or the ye~~ endin'g Octb~ 

_ ber Jr, 1916., · . ·. , , , , . · . .· 
This Cormnission is charged witp. the important wo,rk of ' 

·. :rm,.eliorating the condition·,~£ ,the .blind in N:ew Jersey. Blind~ 
ness' rfq:uir~s1 -~o $pe,cial advocate to make t,he general public 

. realize)ts blighting influence, no,r the g1reat handicap it-imposes', 
,as to e;ducat,ion apd o,ccupa.tion, b~,th--9f;'which ?-re essential to . 
self-support. . _ . · _· · · 

The first organized effort of the Cotµ'missi~ was the tei¢h- -
ihg of blind a'dults' in their own homes. ,1This work i's-.Ja~gely. 
humanitarian,;, and, althotigh there is but 'little· pecuniary return · 

. \ , ' . . ,· .'. • • _ I ; 'I- . - , / . , 

for: efforts e~pended, we cannot emphasize too greatly the ii.rr-
por:tance 9£ this ~otk;· not only ar_e the, lives of -the blind men, 
and women~ brightenecl by; the home teachers; themselve;s bffnd, 

_. bµt they ~ega,in confidehce in the~selv:es,' learn to read by use 
. of the tangible types, and ;1re taught various handicrafts for -the 
blind, pi-oducts of which .are ma,;l<eted by the Commissi9,ri with-
out cost to the, blind prnd,'ucer. - - . . , -

· The Coi;mnission has1 J;ield eleven r~gular an:d two special 
• meetings during the year; two co_nferences with the five home - . • 

tea"chers; and.a conference with ,the representatives.-of the Ne•w 
Jersey State -Federati9n of Associatibns~. o'f W orkets · for the 

· Blind: . , , 
The Legislature of r9I5 appropriated $rq,ooo ,for the for~ . 

therartce of the ~ork df tpce Commisi;ion in genernl. . Throti.gh"­
:. the gerieiro~s inte_re_st of the. Legislature of r9i6, supplementary 
• . appropriations of $75() for ptevent}Ye work and $1,000 for e~~· 

tensiotl of- h~me _ industries and further empfo,yhl.ent of' the blind . 
'.. w~re mc1,cie. · · " · - -
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· A detailed summa)ry :of the •e~penditure -of .alL appropriations 
granted is included in thi's :·report . 

As a result of a limited survry of conditions in New Jerse,y, 
made · by Mr. Gordon t;.' Berry, of New_ York, ,through· the 
,court'esy and' generous co-opera#o~ ,of ;tp.e N atian:al Committee · 
fo,r the Prevention of Blindness~ of whi,eh he is Field ,Secretary, 
together with , the ta:bula ted I statistics giving · general causes Of 

.· blindrtes~ ·in New Jersey, -the Comn;iission secured by legislative 
enactment extension of its powers · to include P'rev~ntion a'£ 
Blindness, and to adopt and enforce proper pi;eventive measures .. 

Realizing the value of and necessity fo;r ,effective co-o:pefation .. 
in this work, and with a view·to co-ordinate the.efforts·of tlie 
State B'oards, the Comrnission held a conference with the St1;1te 
Board of Health, the State Bo1ard of Education and .th~ Depart­
ment of Labor, all of which are vitally intere.sted in the subject 
matter of .this act. 

With the .limited appt'opriat.ion· of $750 the. Commission1 in,-
. augurated a publicity campaigni for the Prevention of Blindness.'. 
This has been tttade effective by th,e, co,operation of the various 
S'tate Boards, Women's Clµhs, N atiot'1al Committee for the Pre­
vention of Blindness, State and <;)ounty Medical._Boards J:LmL 
other organizations interested in the Con!)ervation of Vision. · 

' ' . . ' ~ 

Since January, 1916, the State Board of Health has furnished 
to 'the Commission duplkate copies of all cases of bphthalmia • 
Neonatorum and Trachol:na , reported to them., ·. N othiNg short .. 

. of eternal vigilance in following up the;e ·blighting diseases will 
suffice to lessen their ravages an<l pr~vent the needle_ss blindne:Ss 
that they cause. .N conservative estimate of the cost to the State 
for the, education and care of a,. person blind from in.fancy · is 
$8,000; the loss to the State ,industrially cannot be estimated; 
while the Joss to the indjvidual is inconceivable; from an eco-. 
nomic -standpo1nt alone the S:tate 'should grant the New J ers~y 
Commission its full appi-opriation for1the next year and a supple­
mental ·aprpropriatfon of $2,500 for the work of Prevention of 
Blindness £.or the current y_ear. In' rep<?rting that but one case 
of 'blindness has resulted from Ophthalmia Neonatonim in 1915 
in Massachusetts that Commission for the Bli~d I has flearly 

.\ 
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I . , • - .·. ., .' .· ·:' , :.-. . •· •. , . 

de,mon'Sctraied the fact that with a,iiequate · furids for. the qmduct .· 
of 'the work !b;'inclness from Ophthalmia Neonatprhm .. ca:n,. be, , 
,pr,e,;e:11itei . Ar~ nbt the_ children: of New. Jersey as great. an: I 

asset to th~ir c~mmonwealtµ: as. the· chlldten·. of. Massa,~1}1;1sei:ts_' 
;are to that State? · · • · , ·· , , . , - ·, ,, 

, .. _, .. A:ft~r seven ~ears' work tl:J£Mas~~chu~ett~ ,'do~i~si~ for th~· 
. Blind: nas demonstrat~d (i:') "that by educit•1ng ·the 'public ind 
_:by strict enfo.rcenient of Pf~~~yl;ct'lc 'm~:istp.~es a large percenf-
9-ge o,f · eye disa]?Ieriren t and blindness can · be ptevenrt:ed ; ( 2) · 
that-. by ·yig;rous 'c0:.operatj~n farriong a11 the agen,des conce~\i- . 

, ' ' 1 ' . /. , • · ' o . . ' · ;· 

much of, th~ defective visioi;i due to incipient dise·a;se, t9 working 
·.·,,;rider conditions ofimprnper lighting, to· dverstr~in, tO lack of 

glll;SSes ahdl'other ,like C_!;LU~es may 'be done away with_.": ~he'' 'I 

Commissioo for New Jersey begs for ·.the pr-ivilege· of handling 
' the problem witl;i equal thoro1.whness, ·assured that happiness 

and inci:.-~ased. efficiency for those :So se~i-ously handtca:pped· must 
.f6lioW1such eff-orts. • , ~ ·. ' ·• ; • , ' .. · ' .. , . 

I The s,bqpe, of the w_ork' for 'the blirid w~s ftirth~t: e~tended by . . 
. ~ law' en~bling t?e Co~rhission)o give pra_ctical e11couragement ' 
· by loans.· of caipital,. of ?tpck in frade, or· of tools or-' apparatus · · 

., .. for 1biilorl -perSQns de'sirous of earning a living by indl).strhiJ occu- , .• 
'pation or'_ot4er fo;m of-,bu~iness ac;ivity, .This.liiw 'should.'· 

· .. maJteri~lly .amel~orl;l,te the. concfiti~n, of1.the blind. . 
' , It is-the purpose of th'e <;.'ommi'.s,siontq mak~' its offi6e a dear- , 

ing J:i.ouse and . bureau. pf information ari\:l employment, for the~ 
.l>lind_ of New, J erse'y. . '111, eyety aspect of the work in which t~e 

' .. Comniissioo is engaged the, fundamental inipd!rtance of. co,-c,pera-
tion ·is, manifested. , . · · . , .·. - i . · , . , , . . 

. . . .• . I. "'· / .. 

The State dfNew Jersey kiri· advance of other States in· the . 
pnwisi'ons ruad~. Jor 'the .educatio:n of the blind,. The policy .of 

. ,the. State is to boctrd apd eqi.tcate s.uch childr~n: ·a~d ,youths, in . 
· 1hstitutions for Jhe. blind '.i,n . New ·York . City .ahd 1.Philadelphia; '· 
wpere they are- giye11 ·s~dfic train}ng. __ · The· ·sfate alsp provides / 
~igher education fot the blin9: in any college,.un,iversity~ technical · 
school or pmfessional school within·. the State. Special classes 

· for blirtd cl;1ildren· iti the ,public schools are· 'now provided, where " 
there·are ~ight ot lI)Ore attending: ,This- is la~gely e~erimehtal .·• 

'.as. yet,. but the pl~n. has' been, endor~.ed by 1 rriany ,'edilcat01rs df- the ; , 
\ { ' - . , . 

•'• ... ; .1, .·, 

'.·. ·. { '.'; 
i' 

I , 

, I 
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blind. , The State further provides for Jhe . sdentiif1ic care and 
e,duca:tion of blind babies, committing. such fr~ni babyhood up to • \ 
eight: years to the Att:\rur Home, at S,umfuit, N.'J., 'under thf! 
efficient manage1nent of the -International Sunshine Society,'In~ 

· -corporated, in New.Jersey. · This 'institution has been approved 
by thr various 'State' ciepa~tments of New Jersey, and has the 
endorsement of the Commissioner of Chariti'es, whb considers. 

· -that the esse~tially importa~t ''.,work it is , doing bytaking the 1 

child .at the ~ery beginning of- its helpless,riess and ·prepa1ring it , 
for. the higher schools forthe blind is to behighly commended.'' -
He further: states that I he h~s visited the Home, and that the 

. general 1"m,anagement, cleahline~s and; equiprnen,t _·are highl'.Y 1 

sads£actory" to , the Department of Chad ties artd Corrections . 
. The education of the adult blind- who have lo~t their s1ghtby 

a~cident or disease at ai;:i: age when the institutional training was -, 
not available is, in a measure, proyided for through the Home 
Teaching Departm~nt of th~ Commission. The blind ~n homes; 
almshouses, prisons an4 asylums are reached through this, 

' -,, I I ' ' I 

medium. _ .-- . 1 . 

The Light House' at Trenton, managed by the Trenton Aux~ 
iliary for the' Industrial Blind, incorporated in New Jersey,' cori-

. ducts a workshop for men, and provides .a home where they 
-· can be· properly', car~d for; as :well as maintaining an exchange· 

where the ,work of, other bl1nd people living in their own homes · 
can be' soYd._ The Light House, though not self-sup,porfing, is 

i sustained 1by contributions of g~ner~us-hearted people, arid 
should ·widely I a,pp:eal to all· Uiose who are frlterested, in the suc:c 

1 ce'.ssful welfare of the blind. St.Joseph's Home for the' Blind, · 
,Pavonia A.venue, Je;sey City, has increas'ed its . capa~ity for 
cadng for the blind'. · - · . • -
- The Commission for the Blind realizes that the:. a•pp,roprfati0n 

niad<:; forthe current year is n~t comme~surate ~ith its ~~_tended . 
iscope of work and activities, .and urges an: inarease: f.or the: fur~ 

· therance of its work. . . _ · , . . 
.,A matedal i1-icrease is necessary to carry on the w'ork of Pre-' 

~~ntion of. Blindness, as the servkes of . a Field Secretary are 
absolutely ~ssen,tia,1 for the prop~r fOnduct of this departmepf., 

• I I ' . , : ' • 

New Jersey State t..Jurary 
. . ·I - , 

/· 
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The State of New J ~rsey sh~uld not ·be s~tisfied u~til every 
, agency ·within its. bounds, legislative, administrative, public and 
private; is _working in full and· intelligent co-operation to stamp 
out all causes of prev~nta:ble b!i'ndness. · Th1s <iannot be. ac­
complished .without adequate financial aid. 
. Statistics ·frotn the National Committee for the Preventio~ of. 
· Blindn1/ss show the f ~llow.fog proportion o,f pupils blirtd from·. 
ophthalnllia neona,tor:um in thirty-one schools for .the blind 111 

1915-'16: 
•.. 

· Total Pupils. Blind from Ophthalmia: Neont1torum. Per Cent.' 
3,501 ' ,76o ' 21.7 

Public schools in four large cities : · ' · 

Total Pupils Blind. 
'357· 

Blind from Qphthalmia Neonatorum. P,er Cent .. 
83 \ . 23.2 .. 

The: astounding fact is that these 843 children are needlessly 
· b-linid for life~- their blindness c;uld have be-en prevent'ed. Does 
prevention of blindness pay? . 
· The Commission recommends : . . . 

r. Ari increased apprropriation'for the higher edtication·of the 
blind. . . . . 

' -
2. That medical. iri:Spection ·in public schools be extended to 

include an ophthalmologist's examinat,ion of all school children 
'with seriously defective eyesight, and that in all institutions for · 
child~en and adults, whether or ~ot under Srtate control or con­
ta.ini~g wards ~f- the State, regular visits for ex~in;:i,tion and_. I 

treatment be rniade by an opihthal.mologist, as a. member of the 
institution's staff. Errors in diagnosis can be avo!ided and even 
blindness. prevented. 

3. Adequate provision thr:ough existing institutions for the 
care and educatioil.1 of the feeble-minded blind. 

4. Extension of present curriculum in public schools, so as to 
include special training in· physical, culture, .. in gymnasiu:rn, 'and 
lessons· in swimming 'pool, music and extended insfructio11 in 
typewriting and use of dictaphone~ 

To enumerate the agencies and individuals that are assisting 1 

in the work for .the blind would require much spac,1/, but fo all 
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legislators, officials, various State departments and local boards, 
to individuals and organizations, public, private, philanthropic, 
to physicians, churches and social workers 'the Commission ,ex­
tends its gratitude and asks a continuation of the support and 
co-operation exh;nded. To our own workers, pa~t and present, 
sighted and sightless, we hereby express our hearty appreciation 
of the devoted and unselfish service to the State and the blind 
within it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MRS. ALBERT T. BECKETT, 

President: 
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' 
Executive Secretary's Report 

To the Ni!W Jersey' Coininission for the Blind: 
In the p'resentatipn of my report to your Commission it is very gratifying 

to note the ability •of the Home Teaching pers0nnel, to cope with the tnc 
creased quoj;a of· work {mdertaken in the further iristruc:tion of the ·blind 
throughout the State; . . . . . 

The total>rtumb.er of pupils reported as benefited by scholastic and in­
dustrial instruction in their own homes and at headquarteq is 275, receiving 
through tlie 'coLtrse .of the year ·3,756 lessons. The totaf l)Jileage covered 
by the staff of blind-teachers is 35,000. Unfo~tunately, the prevalence of 
the epidemic of poliomyelitis compelled the omission of two. weeks irt July 
by two of the force,. and of the regular teaching month . of Septembe~ bY, 
all. A conference with. the home. teachers was held oh September 26th, 
at ,which salesmanship as a vocatiol). for the blind, and some of the metho.ds 
of meeting· with home teaching problems were freely discussed. · 

Miss Anne V. Ward. has been appointed on the Uniform Type Committee,, 
a tr]bute. 'much appreciated by our, Commi~sion. The unquaJ!ified · devotion 
and loya1ty of the six teachers in the ·studied capabilities and aptitudes of 
each .pupil in hand have been productive of 'the best results, and SLJch as 
have attested to the developed efficiency of this splendid corps of workers. 

Two of tl:):e teache'rs were particµlarly fortunate in having the opportunity 
presented for a co~rse of 'ir1struction in a Normal Tr-aining Class . at the. 
Headquarters 'of the Blind, Brooklyn Bureau of Charities, which has given 
an added stimulus to the· introduction of new industries a.t headquarters, 
the equipment for :which could more properly and 'appreciably be enlarged 
through an increased State appropriation devoted to such a purpose. The 
financial relief of the blind c~n best be served through the adoptio.n of a 
so,und economic poEty which has for its object the fendering of such aid 
to the blind as .will 111ost effectively add to their independence and se!f­
support. In addition to crocheting, knitting, sewing and basketry, three 
classes a week are now operating-in three new forms of i'ndustries, 'weav­
ing,' willow and brush work,, turning out products the artistic and practical 
merits of which are proving of commercial vah.ie. An appropriation of 
$1,500 as a . Revolving Ipdustrial 'Fund, from which loans of stock in trade 
and apparatus are .made to the blind as an aid to some form of productive 
activity, . was made possitble by legislath;e enactment. · 
' A standard of quality ;-tnd excellence with regard to each consigned article 
is maintained in ev~ry possible instance, in the foll belief that the highest 
value and best returns to the b1in~ will the better be yield~d by J their 
constant adherence to, • and understanding of, :the thorough business-like 
and systematic basis on which they are e~pected tp tilaj<:e consignments. 

The · service of.·. an auto bus · has been secured to convey the blind to 
and 'from headquarters, assuring the regularity of. attendance upon classes 
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in session.' A11other class in Jersey City has been; very sµ~cessfully started 
by one of the teachers. , 1 

, 

The Commission was _also fortunate r~cipient of. the generosity· of Mrs. , 
'Fu.Id, of Newark, in the matter· of the extended use of her car' until the 
spring of 1916; Co-operatio:n 011 the part 'ot local department store;, lunch­
roonis, and other places of business .has, been sought with a yiew to secudn'g , 
chair-cani~g orders., The expense of the cartage of chairs to and from 
their destination is being borne; 'to a certain extent, by the chair .owners 

· themselv'es. The'· results _attain~d · in this d~pattment ?f work' are i1,1dicated 
.by the fact that 565 chairs were. caned ,this' last year by -ten caners, -who 
received' $481.00. . ,· - . 

The' articles,, consigned by the blind have been dispbsed of through sales 
, ancl demonstrations, 21 of which have been ,held during the year. The work 
-of the 1blind was . demonstrated and placed, on sale at the N ewatk ,Anni­
versary ·. Industrial 'Exhibit.• f.rom May 13th through June 3d, · the · 

,, gen~rosity , of the general mal).agement' .in the cjonation · of fr,ee space and ' 
admissiofl t0; the exhibit being greatly appreciated., The co~operation of the 
, Camden Associ3ction of Workers for the Blind _is fuizther ackhowledg~d in 
the successful results of a sale at the Industrial Exhibit in their city, also 

- the courtesy . of all , the churches, organizations and individu<1ls that have 
freely given of their time 'and effort to augment the sale of goods. 

As a. result of sales, $1,650.00 has been paid directly 1:o the blind for "'hrk. 
Splendid wholesale prices have' been, secured in the purch~se of materials, 
and · the policy of furnishing the .. blind with , goods at -the , lowest possible 
cost encourages , business enterprise; this ad~antage of negotiating for 
materials is well regarded in their behalf. It is the purpose of the Oom­
missio~ to standardize the pro,ducts of the blind, and thus be a.ssured of a 
market. ,. A list of -articles made 1by the blind is now , being prepared · for 
publication. _ , . 

. M;. U. B. Brewer has supplied t_he blind with cocoa and chocolate pro~ 
ducts: at wholesale price, from th,e sale of which $1,26o.oo ii). actual profits , 
have been - derjved, His ,.contint1ed interest is very llluch" appreciated :by 

, the Commission and the · blind of our State. 
Dyeing of all materials for the varioµs forms of industrial work, such 

as silk, mercerized · w;rp and filling, unbleached tllUS,lii1, raffia and reed, 
has been $Uccessfo.lly 'undertaken, .and the Commission will continue· to sup-· 
piy materials. for . this depart~ent of the work. · ' ' · 

Two maps are in use at the Commission rooms, on whieh the. routes of , 
the teachers and the localities of the bl-ind of the S:tak have been traced. 
Catalo~ues and repo;ts. relating to or ·beating up6n the work are kept on file. 

The library at headquarters; -consisting of about 125 volumes:; has been 
catal~gued and copies of' a cl~ssified li~t prepared for ready reference. The 

,supply of hooks on hand, howe¥er, ·is supplemented by the Newark, Phila­
delphia and Ne.,;, York Libraries, which at all -times have made very gen-· 

' ' . .- . . \' 

e~ous resporlse to .the requests, for reading matter'. · In addition, numerous 
magazines have been subscribed for and freely made use of by' al! blind per-
s6ns desiring to bqrrow them. . . 

It is a plea'sure to report .that our schools and Boards of Education, 
through special attenti,on called to the matter, are · begit,ming_ to -recognize 
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the fact that the blind can satisfactorily 'fill contracts for tuning. A list of 
piano tuners is now ,maintained at headquarters, and it is urgently hoped 
the public will give the preference for such orders to the blind, who cari 

· demonstrate, by a given opportunity, their competeBcy to undertake this 
work. This is 'regarded as the most remu11e;rative occupation engaged in· 
by the _blind. Our tuning class, under the instruction of a competent teacher, 
and through the stimulus of the co-operation of School Boards: in the matter 
of tuning ordei:s, is proving beneficial to the men desiring to ent~r this field 
of the work. · 

Assured that where real enterprise exists and opportunities are not too 
greatly circumscribed, the Commission has sought to s:timulate and encourage 
salesmanship by securing agencies in which the individual might be interested. 
The capabiliti~s oLthe blind are1 just as carefully studied from a scholastic, 
cultural and vocational poip_t of view as those of the sighted, and wise · 
direction and encouragement in the' pursuit of an adaptable occi.1pation 
is given tho:se who desire to i:ompete with the sighted in any sort of business 
proposition.· A splendid opportunity has been offered any blind man _v11ishing 
to avail himself of a course on salesmanship, through the courtesy of Mr, 
Townsend, Educational Director of the Young Men's Christian Association 
of Newark. One of our men who. secured an agency for selling coal recently 
not only proved his ability to obtain orders by se1\ing eighty-two tons 
within the first few weeks, but was adjudged by his employer as the best· 
agent he had ev~r engaged. New Jersey continhes . to believe in the indi~ 
.;'ridual potentialities for self-dependellce. of its blind, and with the proffered 

. spirit of true helpfulness on the part of the public, many o.f the obstacles 
and difficulties now facing t)i.e blind will be removed. 

Social use is made of the rooms at headquarters, where t):ie blind enjoy 
musical and other recreations contributed by them and their frienids. 
Through the generosity of Mr. Franklin Conklin, a number of the · blind 
enjoyed ,Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners; a Christmas tree was 
provided at hea.dquarters for the children of the N'ewark Class for the 
Blind by another generous friend. To Mr. Franklin Conklin grateful thanks 
are also due for the use of the building occupied by the Commission the 
past yea~ .. Acknowledgment is ma.de bf the invitati-on of the Oratorio So­
ciety to the Messiah in Newark, and to the Young Men's Christian Associa­
tion for their kindness in providing tickets to Asbury Park in July and 
August. All other courtesies in the matter of the conduct of sales, prepara­
tion of materials for industrial work, and other contributions, are acknowl-
edged with sincere appreciation. . . , 

The Commission, rea'lizing the fundan1ental need of, and persistence in, the 
furtherance of a State-wide publicity campaign in the work of the prevention 
of blindness; has secured the co-ordinated efforts of the State Boards of 
Health, Labor and Education, Women's Clubs, and other bodies manifesting 
any degree of interest in this vitali'y important phase ~f the Commission's 
work. During the past year over 50,000 pamphlets have been purchased 
from the National Committee for the ,Prevention of Blindness, and 8,000 in 
seven languages, from the Illinois -Society for the Prevention of Blindness, 

. for. gratuitous distribution at sales, and through these departments and 
organizations rn,ooo or more pamphlets _ have been distributed. The Na-
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.tional Committee has rendered invaluable assistance in making the Com­
mission's extended efforts possible. · Under' the auspices of the Commission 

_ a very appreciable number of lectures have been given throughout the 
State. One hundred and thirty~eight lantern slides have been purchased 
for lectures' illustrating the · visual harm which follows in the wake of 
ignorance 1nd neglect of the knowledge of oauses and means of p~evention 
of blindness. Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Midwife, Industrial Accident, Wood 
Alcohol and Trachoma exhibits, consisting ~f five panels each, have been pure 
chased from the National Committee and have been loaned to the Child 1 

Welfare Exhibit in Trenton and elsewhere, ahd it is planned to display these 
unique charts, in which a manifest interest has ·been taken, i~ public 
libraries ~here such per;nission may be obtained. The matter of the use 
of envelopes. with partially opaque inserts, which have a possible deleterious 
effect upon the eyesight· of letter carriers, is one worthy of our consideration. 

In order to secure data regarding the recognition of State provisions as 
related to medical examinations in schools,. and the reporting of cases of 
ophthalmia neonatorum and trachoma,, circular letters have been adc;lressed 
to over 500 local Boards of Health, medical societies, and the same number 
of principals, medical jnspectors and superintendents of\school,s throughout -
the State, following up all such reported cases, ascertaining just what _locali­
ties would be benefited by lectures and sec11ring the enforcement of laws 
and provisions pertaining to this phase· of the work. The statistics received 
from these sources present actual existing conditions, and upon such the 
Commission will'. base its efforts for the further prevention of bli~dness .. 
At a conference held on June 21st with the State Boards, each department, in_ 
presenting its survey of present conditions, expressed interest and. w!lling­
ness to further the necessary constructive work. in_ hand. Industrial acci­
dents resultil)g in blindness in one or both eyes are reported directly to the 
Department of Labor, and statistics are furnished monthly in cases of 
ophthalmia neonatorum and trachoma. During the year 53 cases of trachoma 
and 44 of ophthalmia neonatoru!h, have been, brought to the attention of the 
Commission through the State Department of Health. These cases are 
followed up by the Commission in so far as possible with its limited 
appropriation. One. hundred and twenty-two towns report 234,000 school 
children inspected 1915-1916, of which number 20,000 are indicated as in 
need of eye treatment. ·surely these statistics alone point - to a situation 
whe~ein even a rudimentary know.ledge of the conservation of vision on the 
part of' school pttpi'ls would prove not only· of incalculable benefit to the indi- · 
vidual affected, but to sch9ols and State authorities which are interested in 
the future welfare of these children. Sustained co-operation should result 
in the supp'ort and initiation of legislation which will adequately provide for 
more_ rigid oversight of conditions and add to the financial strength of the 
Commission's endeavors and united activities in the eventual elimination of 
many of the causes of blindness in our State. 

-vVith the increased s,cope of preventive wbrk and the labor contingent 
upon the close follow-up of all cases in hand, and the a,ccurate maintenance 
of the records of the blind, the servic,:;s of a field worker would prove of 
inestill\a:ble value. 
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The comp'ilation -of statistics receiv~d in the matter of the·' conservation 
·ef vision in schools points to the necessity of s(icuring clinical facilities for 

' the treatment of needy chil\lren whose opportunities. for receiving charitable 
·' , attention are p,ractically nil. - , . ' ' 

. The field of endeavor, for the workers of the blind in the State o·f Ne~ 
Jersey is a · ~onderfully exhilarating one, replete with still greater possi-

. bilities for lasting good, and in ·pr◊portion as we secure the co-d~dinated and . 
whole-souled efforts of all, just so wm our act~viti~s prove -indispensable in 
the great humanitarian· interests at heart,' and our full · measure of succes.s 
be. assured. , 

Resp~ctfully, submitted, 

·, . 
• 

ALICE IRENE WOOD, 
Executive ,Secre·tary. 


