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NEW JERSEY COMMISS!ON FOR THE BLIND
54 ‘James Street, Newark N. J ’

MRS. ALBERT T. BECKETT, President, .......... e e . Salem

MRS. BLANTON C. WELSH, Recordmg Secretary, ............ . Montclair
MR. C. R. DIEFFENBACH .................... ST Jersey City
 MRS. HARRIET FISHER ANDREW, ...........c..cccccooo... Trenton

WELLS P. EAGLETON, MDy «..eerviriienn.) R Newark

Hoxw! WILLruuvr FELLOWES ' MORGAN, resrgned January, 1916; Wells P.
Fagleton, M.D. \appomted to succeed Mr. Morgan, in February, 1916.

- Mgs. HARRIET FISHER ANDREW appomted member: of Adv1sory Board of
State Purchasing Commission.

MRs ALBERT T, BrCKELr, appointed Budget Ofﬁcer in comphance with neW
Budget Act, passed in 1916. L v
: AN —_— S

w

GENERAL STAFF

\ Miss ALICE IRENE ‘Woop, Temporary Executive Secy from August 7th 1016
Miss. J. M. SPRINGER, «.uvvnierransssineennnesnnnannis - ...Bookkeeper
Miss ‘Lypia Y. Hawgms, ............. W Supervlsor to August 7th, 1016

HomMe TEACHERS.

v MISS ANNE V. WAaRD, ..... S ...l :.Camaden

Miss M. A. "SPRINGER, ... .vevevenn.. U e ....East Orange
Mr, WiLLIAM J. ADICKES, ....... e e Hoboken
Mrss BErrEA M. JOHNSON, ........... P, "........Bridgeton -
- Miss MARGARET HOGAN, ............... AT S :..Orange

;o

TEACHER OF PIAN0 TUNING AND REPAIRING.

Mr. WiLLtaMm ‘B. SCHOL, ............... P eieer.ioi. o Irvington



FINANCIAL STATEMENT .
- November lst 1915, to October 31st, 1916 . ‘:,x

R RECEIPTS.
General expenses, ........... S L. $10,000 00
Preventive work, o.............. i e .. 750 00" -
Extension of home industries, ....... e - 1,000 00
o ' ' } } —————$II,750 oo
- _ DISBURSEMENTS. o .

Geneml Expenses

Salary. of Supe1v1sor Nov 1, 1015, to Aug. 7, ) )
1016, date of termination of services;........ $o2z 58 .+ - '~

* Salary of Executive Secretary, from Aug. .7,
1916, date of temporary appointment, to Oct
T, TOIO, i e 181 45

‘Salary of Clerk (acting in capacity of guide

.+ and/ Private Secretary to Supervisor), Nov.

1, 1015, to Aug. 7, 1916 date of termination :
of services, ........ P e 395 16 )
Salary of Clerk, ..,......... e 600 00 ) .
Salary of Home Teacher, ......... eiiias...n 60000 )
~ Salary of Home Teacher, ..... \ .......... 600 00
Salary of Home Teacher, ............. ...i... 600 o0
Salary of Home Teacher, ...... S 600 00
Salary of Home Teacher (salary mcreased $s.00 , P
“per month May, 1916), ......... e . 5I0 00 N
Salary of teacher of piano tuning, ............ 153 00 : .
Salary of Guide to MISS Anne V. Ward (Home )
Teacher), ....... i i, 199 50
Salary of Guide to Miss Bertha M. Johnson‘ .
 (Homé Teacher), ......vueeeireiiiiniinenn. 199 75
Salary of Guide to. Miss Mary A. Springer )
(Home- Teacher), ...vovevirieiinnanenonn.. 169 75 -
Salary. of Guide to Miss Margaret R." Hogan
(Home Teacher), ..... e P - 210 50
Services of Guide to Superv1sor ............ 8
Salary of janitress, ................. A .. 180 00 -
s Extra clerical help, ...... e i . 8425
Expressage, ...i...... P 145 60
© Office FUrniture, «.....ofvnovennnieeivin., L 172 66
Office supplies, ........... FE 89 81
PosStage, ...t G .. 167 26
Stationery, ........ e e 58 09
Telegraph, .ovoviverviee e v 87 .
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Telephone, . ........cooieeivi i, . $o7.25 -
Transportation, .............cceviqeeennaen..: L0638 51
Maintenance, .......... T SRR P 864 72.
Workshop supphes, ..... i 14y
Books, ............. e S e JOT 4 25
Sundries, ... ..... A Sl e - 20 24,

Gas, vt PR e L 22 23
Fire iNSUTANCE, ..o oo 16 77

Coal, .......... et e e e e 125 00 ‘
Water assessment, .. ... L e 13 54
Painting, ..ot e e 8 oo
Masonry, ...ue,eeoiieitono.., ST . 22 60
Plumbing, ................ RPN 42 84
Fees for -demonstrators, ..............iveuu.n. 157 00
Assistance in preparation of materlals for class

‘and home work ...... e PR e 24 30
- : ———$10,000 00
PREVENTIVE WORK.,
Clerical work, ........... e ..., $50 o0

FoXDI@SSAZE, v evevrvrei e eeenenane el 6 86 ‘
Postage, .........i..... [T ... 56 24
Stationery,, .............. PR e L.... 16 00
Office supplies, ...... PR e e 16.04
Telephone, " ...ooo.'uveeeee e . 5 00
Transportation, ......... T, . COIT 34
Maintenance,  .......i.c...ooi..s FUU U DRI 3 - I
Preventive pamphlets, PN O 416 535 -,
Charts, ......covvvenno.. .. D, .. o8 50 -
Multigraphing, ...............: Ciiieeaie. 25782
Lantern slides, .................c.oiiiia V4300

S — 750 00
I v
, EXTENSION OF HOME IﬁD‘USTRIES
Workshop supplies, .........c.oeoeeoina.. v.. $0924 53

Stationery, ......... R Vieegeee 1079
Telephone, - ....0............. O SN . 70
Transportation, ............ e S & 2
Maintenance, ......,......... F e, .. 1688
Expressage and frelghtage, .......... I 4 20 -
Postage, ... P e 28
BOOKS, +uevee e e e . 8 o1
SUNATIES, .+ vetteetreerneeeneeneeenenenneees 10 48

" Cutfing and preparing materials for home and ‘

class work, ........ 00l e i8 83 ‘
’ ' _ 1,000 60
L

\
4
.
I
$11,750 00
N I
/
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- APPROXIMATE STATISTICAL SURVEY OF BLIND, AS ON FILE
' AT COMMISSION’S HEADQUARTERS' ‘

. November ist, 1915, to Octo‘berlslst, 1916 -

Number in Sfato R A L . ..-1,700

Investigated through Oomm1ssxon— o S ‘

' Males, ........ P S e P “e...00
Females, .:...... I e .....80
Under 20, ......... SRR P 160
Between 20-and 70, .......... P S . .1,060

~Over 70 years, ........... . 450
Teachable blind, ...... e S i 600
Under 20, w..ooiiiiniiiiiiiai P .90
Male, ..... e S e 47

Female, ................ P D 43
COver 20, c..oiinn.... B DD SN 510
Male, ........ T R L 250
Female, ..... el e PR AU 260
Number of blind in educatlonevl 1nst1tut1ons .......... e L..00
~Of this number there are 24 in public schools. ) ‘
‘Number of blmd suitably provided for in own homes, ...... T ...1,200
Number of consignors -at Headquarters, .......... P PRI (]
Number . of cocoa -and chocolate AGENLS, ... L 96
Occupied Blind, ............ . e i e
" Remuneratively, R A S,
Industrially, ... .. oo i g el e e
Housework, ......... . ‘ .
' Chores,....;.l...- ..... S U e i 70
W C : 830
Number of blind dependent upon benevolent 1nst1tut10ns, Wil ....100
. Number of bl1nd in custodial care (almshouses, prisons, asylums), ....... 90
Deaths reported, ........oooieiiil e N Y4
E
i

N )
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" Report of Commission

‘How James F. leder Govemor of New ]efrsey
SwIR—In comphance with the law creating the New" Jersey

-Commlssmn for the Blind, We have, the honor to ‘submit to +

- Your Excellency the followmg repwort fOr the year endmg Ozcto—
 ber 31, 1916, ' :
This Commission - is’ charged Wlth the important work of
k amehoratmg the condition“of the blind in New ]ersey Blind-
‘ness” requlres no- specral advocate to make the general pubhc
-realize its blighting influence, nor the great handlcap it 1mposes

‘as to education and occupat1on bwoth of Wthh are essent1al to

" self- support

The first organized effort of the Comm1ss1on was the teach-f
ing of blind adults in their own homes. - This work s largely "

* humanitarian, and although there is but little' pecuniary - return -
for efforts expended, we cannot empha51ze too greatly the im-
. portance of this work; not only are the lives of the blind men

-and women br1ghtened by the home’ teachers, themselves blmd

. but théy reégain confidence in themselves learn to read by use -
~of the tangible types, and are taught various handicrafts for the

blind, products of which are marketed by the Comrmssron with-"
out cost to the blind producer. -

"The Commission has, held eleven regular and two spec1a1
: meetmgs during the year two conferences with the five home -

- teachers, and a conference with the representatives of the New \

]ersey State Federatlon of Associations of Workers for the
~ Blind. \ '

therance of the work of the Commission in general. Through
- the generous interest of the Leolslature of 1916, supplementary
‘ .’approplrrauons of $750 for. preventlve work and $1,000 for ex-'
tensron of home 1rhdustr1es and further employmeént of the bhnd
- 'were rnade

N

The Leg1slature of 1915 appwroprlated $Io 000 - for the fur-

A
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A detailed summary of the expendlture of all appwroprlauons
granted is included in this report. : :
As a result of a limited survey of conditions in New ]ersey,

- made by Mr Gordon I,. Berry, of New York, through- the

courtesy and’ generous co-operation of the National Committee
for the Prevention of Blindness, of which he is Field ‘Secretary,
» together” with the tabulated ' ‘'statistics giving general causes of
~blindness -in New Jersey, -the Comrmssmn secured by 1eg1slat1ve
‘enactment extension of its powers to include Prevention of
Blindness, and to ‘adopt and enforce proper pwreventlve measures.
Realizing the value of and nece551ty for effectlve co-operation
in this work, and with a view to co-ordinate the efforts of the
State Boards, the Commission held a conference with the State
Board of Health, the State Board of Education and the Depart-
ment of Labor, all of which are v1ta11y interested in the subject
matter of this act. , . ’
With the 11m1ted appr‘oprlahon of $750w the. Commlssmn in-
- augurated a publicity campaign for the Prevention of Blindness.
This has been made effective by the co-operation of the various |
‘State Boards, Women’s Clubs, National Committee for the Pre-
vention of Blindness, State and County Medical Boards and: -
other organizations interested in the Conservation of- Vision. -
Since January, 1916, the State Board of Health has furnished

to ‘the ‘Commission duplicate copies of all cases of Ophthalmla Lo

Neonatorum and Trachoma reported to them. Nothing short
. of eternal v1g11ance in' following up these bhghtmv diseases will
suffice to lessen their ravages and prevent the needless blmdness
that they cause. A’ conservative estimate of the cost to the State
for the education and care of a person blind from infancy is
$8,000; the loss to the State industrially cannot be estimated, .
while the loss to the individual 1S inconceivable; from an eco-.
nomic standpoint alone the State ‘should grant the New ]elsey .
Commission its full appropriation forithe next year and a supple-
mental appropriation of $2,500 for the work of Prevention ‘of
Blindness for the current year. In reporting that but one case
of ‘Dlindness has resulted from Ophthalmia Neonatorum in 1915
in Massachusetts that Commission for the Blind  has clearly
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_ -Blind' has demonstrated (I) “that by educatmg the publlc and
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: demonstrated the ‘fact that w1th adequate funds for the conduct 5
S of’ the work 'bllndness from Ophthalmia Neonatorurn can be

Sopr evenlted Are not the children of New Jersey as great an , :

asset .to the1r commonwealth as, the chlldren of Massachusetts_'

“are to that- State? C |

- After seven years’ work the Massachusetts Commussmn for- the'

by strict enforcement of prorphylactlc measures a large percent- -

~ that by vigorous co—operatlon ‘among all the agencies concerned-

age of "eye. disablement and blindness can "be pwrevemted (2)

» .much of the detectlve vision due to 1nc1p1ent disease, to working
. under conditions of improper llghtlng, to overstrain, to lack of

glasses andiother like causes may be: done away Wlth” The'

Commission for New- ]ersey begs for the privilege' of handhng h

' ‘thé problem w1th equial thmoughness -assured . that happiness

and 1ncreased efﬁc1ency for those s0 serlously hand1capped must .

V.follovv such efforts

"The scope of the work for the bllnd was further extended by B

‘ ‘a law’ enabhng the Comrmission to give pract1cal encouragement '

»

'by loans of cap1tal of stock in trade, or of tools ‘or’ apparatus s

for blind. persons des1rous of earning a living by industrial occu- -
pat1on or other form. of business act1v1ty This. law should“-

ymaltemally amehorate the. condltlonf of the blind. .~

- Tt is'thé purpose of the Commiission to make its. office a clear- +

" ing house and bureau of information and employment for the- ®
blind of New. ]erse‘y In every aspect. of the work in which, the . ' -

- Commission is engaged the fundamental 1mportance of co—opera—

tion'is manlfested : ‘
‘ The State of New Jersey is in advance of other States in’ the‘ .
prov151ons made for the educatlon of the blind. The policy of }
the State is to board and educate such children and youths in

institutions for the ‘blind ° in New -York C1ty ahd ’Phlladelphla 't

lWhere they are given specific tra1n1ng The State also provides

hlgher education for the blind in any college, unlver51ty, technical -

school' or professional school ‘within- the - State. Special classes

.‘ ~ for blind children in the public schools are now provided, where '
" there-are elght or more attendmg 'This is largely experimental © - -

as yet but the plan has’ been endorsed by many educators of the

\
[ J o ' . : .-M
o ) ’ . ‘0 R L)

| / ) . A
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blmd The State further prov1des for 'the sc1ent1ﬁc care. and’ ‘
. educatlon of blind babies, committing such from babyhood up tof 5
elght years to the Arthur Home, at Summit, N."J., under: the
efficient” ‘management of the International Sunshine Society, In-
corporated in New/, Jersey - This ‘institution has been approved
¢ by the various State’ departments of New ]ersey, ‘and has the

“endorsement - of the Commissicner of Charities, ‘who considers.
-that the essentlally important “work it is dorng by taking the T

~child .at the very beginning of its helplessness and preparing it -
“for the hrgher schools for the blind is to be’ h1ghly commended.”
He further states that he has v151ted the Home, and that the

management cleanhness and equ1pment are hrghly“‘
sat1sfactory” to-the Department of Char1t1es and Correct10n~'

~-'The educatlon of the adult blind who have Iost their sight by - .

“accident or disease at an age When the 1nst1tut1onal trarnmg was -
" not avarlable is, in a measure, proyvided for through the- Home

- Teaching Department of the Commission. The: blind-in homes,
‘ - almshouses pr1sowns and asylums are -reached through thrs“
- medium. ‘ ’ o
"The Light House at Trenton managed by the Trenton’ Aux— ‘

iliary for the Industr1a1 Blind, incorporated in New- ]ersey, coti-
. ducts a. workshop for men, and prov1des a home where they

“can be" properly’ cared for as erll as mamtamlng an exchange""‘ o

where the work' of. other blind people livirig in their own homes -

> can be’ sold . The nght ‘Hotise, though not self-supporting, is =, -

sustamed by contributions of genewrous—hearted people, and
‘ should W1dely«appea1 to all those who are interested in the ste-
‘ ’/cessful ‘welfare of the blind. St.. ]oseph’s Home for the ‘Blind,

Pavoma ‘Avente, ]ersey City, has 1ncreased 1ts capacity “for .

E caring for the blind. -~ = v : L
" The Commission for the Blind reallzes that the appropmatron

o ~ made for the current year-is: not commensurate w1th its extended |

_'scope of Work and activities, and urges an increasé for the fur- .
therance of its work. ‘
“A mater1a1 increase is necessary to- carry on the work of Pre-‘ o
, ‘vention of Bhndness as the services of .a Field Secretary. are
. absolutely essentral for the proper conduct of th1s depvartment

A B
. "A

NewJevsey State Lwiary

vy
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The State of New Jersey should not be satisfied until every
.agency within its bounds, legislative, administrative, public and
private, is working in full and-intelligent co-operation to stamp
out all causes of preventable blindness. -~ This cannot be ac-
. complished without adequate financial aid. .
Statistics from the National Committee for the Prevention of.
Blindness show the fbllowing proportion- of pupils blind from
_ophthalmia neonatorum in- thirty-one schools: for the bhnd in
I1915-16: -
Total Pupils. Blmd from Ophthalmm Neonatomm Per Cent.’
3,501 - 760 2Ly

Public schools in four large cities:. B

"Total Pupils Blind.  Blind f rom Ophthalmia N eonatomm Per Cent.
357+ S8 o 23.2
The: astounding fact is that these 843 children are needlessly
 blind for life; their blindness could have been prevented. Does
preventwn of blmd%ess pay?

The Commission recommends:

1. An mcreased approprlatlon for the hlgher educatlon of the
blind.

2. That medical _inspection -in public schools be extended to
include an ophthalmologlsts examination of all school children
‘with seriously defective eyesight, and that in all institutions for
children and adults, whether or- not under State control or con-
taining wards of the State; regular visits for examination and .,
treatment be made by an ophthalmologist, as a member of the
institution’s staff. . Errors in dlagn031s can be avoided and even
blindness prevented. '

3. Adequate provision through existing institutions for the
care and education of the feeble-minded blind. '

4. Extension of present curriculum in public schools, so as to
include special training in physical culture, in gymnasiumi, and
lessons in swimming “pool, ‘music and extended instruction in
typewrltmg and use of dictaphone. : '

To enumerate the agencies and individuals that are assisting
in the work for the blind would require much space, but to all
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legislators, officials, various State departments and local boards,
to individuals and organizations, public, private, philanthropic,
- to physicians, churches and social workers the Commission ex-
tends its gratitude and asks a continuation of the support and
co-operation extended. To our own workers, past and present,
sighted and sightless, we hereby express our hearty appreciation
of the devoted and unselfish service to the State and the blind
within it. o o :

‘ Respectfully submitted,

MRS. ALBERT T. BECKETT,
‘ : . President:
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Executive Secretary’s Report

'

I .
To the New-Jersey' Commuswn for the Blind: s ’ A

In the presentatlpn of my report to your Commission it is very grat1fy1ng
'to ‘note the ab111ty of the Home Teachlng personnel, ‘to cope with the in- -
creased quota of- Work undertaken in the further 1nstruct1on of the blind
throughout the State!

The total, number of pupils’ repolted as benefited by - scholastlc and in-
dustrial mstructmn in their own homes and at headquarters is 275, receiving
through the ‘tourse of the year 3,756 lessons. The ‘total' mileage covered
by the staff of blind-teachers is 35,000. Unfortunately, the. prevalence of
the epidemic of poliomyelitis compelled the omission of two.weeks in' July
by two of the: force,.and of the regular teachmg month of' September by, ..
all. A conference with the home teachers was held on September 26th,
at ‘which salesmanship as a vocation for the blind and some of the methods
‘of meeting with home teaching problems were freely discussed. ,

Miss Anne V. Ward, has been appointed on the Uniform Type Comm1ttee,/

. atribute. ‘much appreuated by our, Commrssxon The unqualified - deévotion
and loyalty of the six teachers 'in. the studied capabilities and aptitudes of
each .pupil in hand have’ been productlve of ‘the best results, and such ‘as
have attested to the, developed efficiency of -this splendid corps of workers.
~ T'wo of the teachers were particularly fortunate in having the opportunity
presented for a course of 'instruction in a  Normal Training Class at the -
Headquarteérs of the Blind, Brooklyn Bureau of Charities, which has given
an added stimulus to the introduction of néw industries at headquarters,
the equipment for Wthh could more properly and ‘appreciably be enlarged .
through an rncreased State appropriation devoted to such a purpose. The
financial relief of the blind .can best be served through the adoption of a
sound economic policy’ which hds for its object the rendering of such aid

. to the blind as will most effectively add to their mdependence and self-
_support.” In add1t1on to crocheting, knitting, sewing and basketry, three

classes a week are how operating- in three new forms of industries, weav-
mg, willow and brush work, turning out products the artistic and: practical
merits of which are proving of commercial value. An appropriation of
$1,500 as a. Revolving Industrial Fund, from which loans of stock in trade
and dpparatus are made to the blind as an aid to some form of productive

activity, was made possible by legislative enactment. i

A standard of quality and excellence with regard to each con51gned article.
is maintained in every possible instance, in the full belief that the highest
value and best returns -to the blind will the better .be ylelded by ) their '
constant - adherence to, -and understandmg ‘of,  the thorough busjness-like
and systematic basis' on which they are expected to make consignments.
The service of. 'an-auto bus has been secured to convey the blind to
and from h‘oad‘qué}rté‘rs‘, assuring the regularity of attendance -upon classes
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in sessmn\ Another class in ]ersey Crty has <been very successfully started
by. one ‘of ‘the teachers. ,

The Commission was also fortunate rec1p1ent of. the gener051ty of ‘Mrs.

‘Fuld, of Newark, in the matter of the extended use of her car’ until the

sprmg of 1916. Co- operatlon on the part of local department stores, lunch- '
rooms, and other places of business has, been sought with ‘a view to sectring
cha1r—can1ng orders. The expense of the cartage of chairs to and from
their " destination is belng borne, to ‘a certain extént, -by the chair owners

'themselves The' results attained in this ‘department of work " are 1nd1cated

" by the fact that 563 chalrs were. caned this last year by ten caners; who.

received’ $481.00. &
The articles” c0n51gned by the bllnd have been d1sposed of through sales

.and demonstrations, 21 of which have been held during the year.. The work .

" of the blind was . demonstrated -and placed on sale at the Newark Anni- -

versary " Industrial - ‘Exhibit -, from May 13th ‘through June 3d the "

&generos1ty of the - ~general management in the donation of free space and

. cost encourages . business enterprlse ‘this advantage of negotiating for =

admission to the exhibit being greatly apprec1ated The co- operation of the-

.Camden Association, of Workers for the Blind is fur\ther acknowledged in
“the successful results of a sale-at the Industrial Exhibit in- their city, also
the ‘courtesy of all'the churches, organlzatlons and 1nd1v1duals that - have

freely given of their time 'and effort to augment the sale of ‘goods.
As.a result of sales, $I ,650.00 has .been paid directly to the blind for' work.

‘Splendxd wholésale prices have" been secured in the purchase of materlals

and the. policy of fum1sh1ng the . Ulmd w1th .goods at the:lowest posslble

materials is- well regarded in their behalf It is. the purpose of the Com-
mission to standardize the products of the blind, and thus be assured of a
market. A list of articles made by the blmd is now . being prepared for

' publ1cat10n .

., Mr. U. B. Brewer has supphed the blind w1th cocoa and chocolate pro-/
ducts at wholesale price, from the sale of which $1,260.00 in actual proﬁts
have been” derived: - His. contlnued interest is - very much appreclated by

.the Commission and the ‘blind of our State

Dyeing of all materlals for the various, forms of 1ndustr1a1 werk, such
as silk, mercerized warp and filling, unbleached mushn raffia and reed,
has been successfully undertaken, and the Commission w1ll continue- to sup—. R
ply ‘materials for this department of the work. ' ‘

T'wo maps are in use at the Commlsswn rooms, ‘on which the. routes of
the ‘teachers and the localities 'of the bhnd of the State’ have been traced.

o ‘Catalogues -arid reports. reélating to or beating upon the work are kept on file.

The library at headquarters, -consisting of about 125 volumes, has been
catalogued and copies of 'a classified list prepared for ready reference.. The

- supply of books on hand,  however, ‘is supplemented by the Newark, Phlla-‘
" . delphia ‘and New York lerarles, which at 4ll-times have made very gen-

erous response to the requests for reading mattet, In add1t10n numerous
magazines have been subscribed for .and’ freely made use of by afl blind per-
sbns des1r1ng to borrow them.

It is 'a’ pleasure to' report that our schools and Boards of Education,
through spec1al attention called ‘to the matter, are begmmng to recogmze

'
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the fact that the blind can satisfactorily fill contracts for tuning. A list of
piano tuners-is now 'maintained at headquarters, and it ‘is urgently hoped
the public will give the preference for such orders to the blind, who. can
“demonstrate, by .a given opportunity, their competency to undertake this
work. This is regarded as. the most remunerative occupation engaged in'-
by the blind. Our tuning class, under the instruction of a competent teacher,
and throuOh the stimiulus of the co-operation of School Boards in the matter

" of tuning orders is proving beneﬁc1a1 to the meén desmng to enter th1s field
of thé work.

Assured that where real enterprise exists and opportunmes are not too
greatly circumscribed, the Commission has sought to stimulate and ericourage
salesmanshm by securing agencies in which the individual might be interested.
The capabilities of the blind are, just as carefully studied from a scholastw,
cultural and vocational point of view as those of the sighted, and wise’
direction "and encouragement in the pursuit of an_ adaptable occupation
is given those who desire to compete with the sightéd in any sort of business
proposition.” A spléndid opportunity has been offered any blind’ man wishing
to avail himself of a course on salesmanship, through the courtesy of Mr:
Townsend, Educational Director of the ‘Young Men’s Christian Association
of Newark. One of our men who secured an agency for selling coal: recently

" not only proved ‘his ability to obtain orders by selling eicrhty two tons
within the first few weeks, but was adjudged by his employer as the best’
agent he had ever engaged New Jersey continttes to believe in the indi-
vidual potentialities for self-dependence of its blind, and with the proffered

“-.spirit of true helpfulness on the part of the public, many of the obstacles

and difficulties now facing the blind will be removed.

Social use is made of the rooms at headqdarters, where the blind enjoy '
musical and other recreitions contributed by them and their friends.
Through the generosity of Mr. Franklin Conklin, a number of the blind -
enjoyed +Thanksgiving and. Christmas dinners; a Christmas tree was
provided at headquarters for the children of the Newark Class for the
Blind by another generous friend. To Mr. Franklin Conklin grateful thanks
are’ also due for the use of the building occupied by the Commission the
past year. Acknowledgment is made of the invitation of the Oratorio So-
ciety to the Messiah in Newark, and to the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion for their kindness in providing tickets to Asbury Park in July and
August. All other courtesies in the matter of the conduct of sales, prepara-
tion of materials. for industrial work, and other contributions, are acknowl-
edged with sincere appreciation. ‘

The Commission, realizing the fundamental need of, and persxstence in, the
furtherance of a State-wide publicity campaign in the work of the prevention
of blindness; has secured the co-ordinated ‘efforts of the State Boards of
Health Labor and Education, Women’s Clubs, and other bodies mamfestmg
any degree of interest in this vitally imporfant phase of the Commission’s -
work. . Duting the past year over 50,000 pamphlets have been purchased
“from the National Committee for the Prevention of Blindness, and 8,000 in
seven languages, from the Illinois Society for the Prevention of Blindness,

_for gratuitous distribution at sales, and through these departments and
organizations 10,000 or moere pamphlets have been distributed. ' The Na-
! . -
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~tional Committee has rendered invaluable assistance in making the Com-
mission’s extended efforts possible.  Under 'the auspices of the Commission
_a very appreciable number of lectures have been given throughout the °
"State. One hundred and thirty%ight ‘lantern slides have been purchased
for lectures illustrating the visual harm which follows in the wake of
ignorance And neglect of the knowledge of causés and means of prevention
of blindness. Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Midwife, Industrial Accident, Wood

Alcohol and Trachoma exhibits, consisting of five panels each, have been pur-

chased from the National Committee and have been. loaned to the Child

Welfare Exhibit in Trenton and elsewhere, and it is planned to display these

unique charts, in-which a manifest interest has been taken, in public

libraries where such permission may be obtained. - The matter of the use

“of envelopes; with partially opaque inserts, which have a possible deleterious

effect upon the eyesight of letter carriers, is one worthy of our consideration,

In order to secure data regarding the recognition of State provisions as

related to ‘medical examinations in schools,. and the reporting of cases of
ophthalmia neonatorum and trachoma,, circular letters have been addressed
to over 500 local Boards of Health, medical societies, and the same number
of principals, medical .inspectors and superintendents of ‘schools throughout
the State, following up all such reported cases, ascertaining just what locali-
ties would be benefited by lectures and securing the enforcement of laws
and provisions pertaining to this phase of the work. The statistics received
from these sources present actual existing conditions, and upon such the
Commission  will- base its efforts for the further prevention of blindness..
At a conference held on June 21st with the State Boards, each department, in
presenting its survey of present conditions, expressed interest and willing-
ness to further the necessary constructive work. in hand. Industrial acci-
dents resulting in blindness in one or both eyes are reported directly to the
Department of Labor, and -statistics are furnished monthly in cases of
ophthalmia neonatorum and trachoma. During the year 53 cases of frachoma
and 44 of ophthalmia neonatorum have been brought to the attention: of the
Commission through the State Department of Health. These cases are
followed up by the Commission in ‘so far as possible with its limited .
appropriation. One hundred and twenty-two towns report 234,000 school
children inspected 1915-1916, of which number 20,000 are indicated as in
need of eye treatment. Surely these statistics alone point to a situation -
" wherein even a rudimentary knowledge of the conservation of vision on’ the
“part of school pupils would prove not only of incalculable benefit to the indi--
vidual affected, bit to schgols and State authorities which are interested in
the future welfare of these children. Sustained co-operation should result
in the support and initiation of legislation which will adequately provide for
- more._rigid oversight of condifions and add to the financial stréngth of the
Commissions endeavors and united activities in the eventual elimination of
many of the causes of blindness in our State.

Wlth the increased scope of preventive work and the labor contmvent/
upon the close follow-up of all cases in hand, and the accurate maintenance
of the records of the blind, the services of a field worker would prove of
inestimable value. X :
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The compilation of statistics received in the matter of the ‘ conservation
‘of vision in schools points to the necessity of securing clinical facilities - for
"the treatment of neeédy children whose opportunltles for receiving charltable
" -attention are practically nil.

The field of endeavor for the workers of the blind in the State of New
Jersey is a wonderfully exhilarating ome, replete with still greater possi-
.bilities for lastmg good, and in proportion. as we secure the co-ordinated and .

- whole-souled efforts of all, just so ‘will our activities prove - indispensable in
the great humamtarlan interests at heart, and our full measure of success
be. assured.

Réspeétfully, submitted,
‘ ALICE IRENE WOOD,

o . - v Executive Secretary.



