
Teachers' Guide: 

Secondary 

STANLEY N. WORTON 

UIJ!li~~ ~~11Iili"ffl~ UIJlii~~~1il~~H lr1M~W11Awwl~~1P/J!l!/, 
"' ;; ~ /::; 



NEW JERSEY'S REVOLUTIONARY EXPERIENCE 

Larry R. Gerlach, Edito.r 

This series of publications is dedicated to the memory of Alfred 
E. Driscoll, governor of New Jersey from 1947 to 1954, in grateful 
tribute to his lifelong support of the study and teaching of the history 
of New Jersey and the United States. He was a member of the New 
Jersey Historical Commission from 1970 until his death on March 9, 
1975. 



J\/ew jerse_y 's 

Revolutionarv Erperience 

27 

Teachers' Guide: 

Secondary 

STANLEY N. WORTON 

New Jersey Historical Commission 



Ubrary of Congress Cataloging In Publication Data 
Main entry under title: 

New JeISey's Revolutionary experience. 
Includes bibliographies. 
SUMMARY: A series of twenty-six pamphlets and two teaching guides 

tracing the history of New Jersey during Revolutionary times. 
1. New Jersey.,-History-Revolution, 1775-1783. [l. New Jersey­

History-Revolution, 1775-1783) I. New Jersey Historical Commission. 
E263.N5N78 974.9'03 75-25593 

Price: $.50 

Designed by Peggy Lewis and Lee R. Parks 
Copyright •·11975 by the New Jersey Historical Commission. All rights re­
served. Printed in the United States of America 

THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL COMMISSION is an official 
agency of the state of New Jersey, In the division of the State Library, 
Archives and History, Department of Education. Fred G. Burke, Commis­
sioner, Ralph H. Lataille, Deputy Commissioner. 
113 West State Street', Trenton, NJ 08625 

John T. Cunningham, Chairman • Henry N. Drewry, Vice-Chairman • 
Assemblyman William J. Bate • Kenneth Q. Jennings• Assemblyman Thomas 
H. Kean • Richard P. McCormick • Senator Anne C. Martindell • Eleanore 
N. Shuman • Donald A. Sinclair• Senator James P. Vreeland, Jr. 
Ex Officio: David C. Palmer, Acting State Librarian • David N. Poinsett, 
State Supervisor of Historic Sites. 

PUBLISHED WITH A GRANT FROM 

THE NEW JERSEY AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION COMMISSION 



Foreword 

New Jersey's Revolutionary Experience is a Bicentennial 
pamphlet series published by the New Jersey Historical Commis­
sion with a grant from the New Jersey Bicentennial Commission. 
The twenty-six numbers and two teachers' guides are intended to 
acquaint secondary school students and the general public with 
the state's history during the era of the American Revolution. Some 
titles treat aspects of the Revolution in New Jersey, while others 
show how important themes of the colonial period developed dur­
ing the revolutionary years; some bring together the results of 
existing scholarship, while others present the findings of original 
research; some are written by professional historians, and others 
by laymen whose investigations of Jersey history exceed avoca­
tion. Because the series is directed to a general audience, the 
pamphlets have no footnotes but contain bibliographical essays 
which offer suggestions for further reading. 

New Jersey's Revolutionary Experience is the product of a 
cooperative venture by numerous individuals and agencies. On 
my behalf and that of the pamphlets' readers, I accord recognition 
and appreciation to the individual authors for their contributions 
to New Jersey history, to the Nev..i Jersey American Revolution 
Bicentennial Celebration Commission and the New Jersey Histor­
ical Commission for their support of the project, to Hank Simon, 
president, Trentypo, Inc., for his invaluable suggestions and 
cooperation in producing the series, and to the staff of the His­
torical Commission: Richard Waldron, Public Programs Coordi­
nator, who as project director supervised the series from com­
mencement to completion; Peggy Lewis, Chief of Publications 
and Information, and Lee R. Parks, Assistant Editor, who edited 
and designed each number; and William C. Wright, Associate 
Director, who contributed valuable suggestions at every stage of 
production. 
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Introduction 

This Guide is intended as an aid to teachers using the pamphlets of 
"New Jersey's Revolutionary Experience" as class texts or collateral read­
ings. It contains five sections: summaries of the twenty-six pamphlets in 
the series; an annotated bibliography to assist the teacher or student in 
locating additional readings on topics covered by the series; suggested 
class projects, individual research and group discussion activities related 
to the series; an annotated section dealing with audio-visual materials 
on New Jersey's revolutionary involvement; and a brief description of 
community and institutional resources which can provide additional 
information or class enrichment on the subject. 

The twenty-six summaries offered in Section I are convenient in­
troductions to the topics covered by the series. They are not meant to be 
substitutes for the pamphlets or adequate treatments of the subjects for 
either teacher or students. The summaries are presented in logical (as 
opposed to numerical) sequence. Classroom use of the pamphlets in the 
order in which they are presented here will offer the student first, basic 
social, cultural, economic, geographic and demographic background on 
New Jersey from roughly 1750 to 1800 (pamphlets 17, 4, 9); second, a 
sequence of political events from 1763 to 1776 (pamphlets 7, 13, 21, 15, 
6, 18-20) including the coming of the Revolution to Nevv Jersey, the 
composition of the Whig and Loyalist segments of the state's population, 
and biographies of important New Jersey figures of the era; third, a series 
of discussions of the major battles and campaigns that raged across the 
state from 1776 until 1783 (pamphlets 5, 16, 22, 25, 3, 8). 
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INfRODUCTION 

A fourth section treats two important but historically neglected seg­
ments of the population-women and blacks (pamphlets 26 and 14)­
and provides transition from the political-military sphere to discussions of 
specialized topics such as religion, medicine, and education and their 
impacts upon and contributions to the revolutionary movement, as well 
as the effect of eight years of war on their theory and practice (pamphlets 
10, 1, 24, 12, 2, 11, 23). 

The bibliography presented in Section II supplements-and oc­
casionally overlaps-the bibliographies included in each pamphlet under 
the title "For Further Reading." In general, whether in this Guide or in 
the pamphlets, relatively inaccessible items such as doctoral dissertations 
or articles in obscure journals have been avoided, except when they con­
stitute the sole sources for additional reading or are of great importance 
to comprehending the subject. Authors have attempted to cite the 
products of recent research whenever possible and to include lively and 
interesting publications. In the Guide bibliography works printed prior 
to 1900 have been omitted unless they are of extraordinary importance. 

The activities included in Section Ill are offered as a guide to the 
possible, not an exhaustive, comprehensive list. They are best used to 
stimulate the imaginations of students and teacher. They are presented 
in brief form so that teacher and students will feel free to adapt them to 
specific classroom situations and specialized curriculum objectives. 
Throughout the section, the aim of each activity is to encourage the 
student to utilize "New Jersey's Revolutionary Experience" and other 
suggested readings as several of many means of understanding New Jer­
sey's role in the American Revolution. This understanding is best 
achieved by encouraging the student to learn about daily life in the 
period, by comparing the burning issues of the eighteenth century to 
those of today as well as the means of earning a living, using leisure time, 
or gaining an education as they existed in revolutionary times to those 
the present offers. The activities suggested in this section are geared to 
objectives of this sort. 

Section IV offers the author's selections of the best in audio-visual 
materials currently available on the subject of the American Revolution, 
with specific reference to New Jersey. The titles presented here are a 
selective list and should be supplemented by the New Jersey School 
Media Association's New Jersey and ihe Revolution (1975). Used to­
gether they offer the most complete resource for audio-visual materials 
dealing with topics on New Jersey in the American Revolution. 
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Introduction 

The brief section on community resources (Section Vl describes 
statewide agencies which can assist in planning field trips or more inten­
sive study of the topics covered by the series, or of subjects spawned by 
the series. The list cannot be definitive since the number of local agencies 
in the state which can be of aid would fill a large volume by themselves. 
Therefore, a brief bibliography of publications listing many of these 
agencies is included. 

Finally, some word is in order about the use of language in the 
pamphlet series. Matters of capitalization, punctutation, and knotty ques­
tions such as when to print a number as words or numerals are based in 
general on A Manual of Style (12th ed., Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1969). 

Eighteenth century prose seems chaotic to the modem reader in 
matters of spelling, capitalization, and punctuation, but this chaos has 
been retained in quotations throughout the series in the interests of 
authenticity and period flavor. The use of "sic" is confusing, and, given 
the number of times that it might have to appear in a long quotation, de­
structive of meaning. When a word has been used by an eighteenth cen­
tury writer in a completely confusing or incorrect manner, its proper form 
is given in brackets in the text. 

Over the past two centuries, changes in names have occurred in the 
case of fairly familiar places or institutions. Princeton University, for ex­
ample, was in the eighteenth century called the College of New Jersey; 
Bound Brook was Middlebrook; Elizabeth was Elizabethtown. Whenever 
such a case occurs in a pamphlet the eighteenth century form is pre­
ferred, followed, in the first instance of usage only, by a parenthetical use 
of the modem name. 
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I. New Jersey's Revolutionary Experience: A 
Summary of the Pamphlets 

17. Thomas J. Archdeacon: New Jersey Society in the Revolution­
ary Era. On the eve of the Revolution New Jersey ranked ninth among 
the colonies in population, with an estimated 122,000 inhabitants. They 
were unevenly distributed over its thirteen counties, with almost two­
thirds in the northern counties. Although five communities were incor­
porated as cities, they were small towns; the largest, Elizabethtown, had a 
population of twelve hundred. 

The province had the most heterogeneous population of all the 
colonies. A majority of its people were of non-English stock A small 
number of Swedes and Finns were located along the 1CM1er Delaware, but 
by the end of the colonial era they were acculturated by the dominant 
English. The Dutch, concentrated in the northeast, made a stronger and 
more lasting impact. They constituted one-sixth of the free population, 
and because of their numbers they were able to retain their institutions, 
customs and language. The Germans settled in Essex County and in the 
northwest comer of the colony. Some came directly from their homeland 
as refugees from religious or political persecution; others migrated from 
Pennsylvania. There were also the Scots-Irish, some French Huguenots, 
and a handful of Irish. 

Approximately 10 percent of the population were from Africa, with 
the greatest concentration in Bergen County where they comprised one­
fifth of the population. Almost all the blacks were slaves, without legal 
rights. There were also many indentured servants who served a fixed 
term of two to seven years. Some were in that condition involuntarily, 
among them debtors and common criminals. Those knovm as "redemp­
tioners," mainly from Germany, had voluntarily indentured themselves 
and their families in order to receive passage to America. Others were 
voluntarily indentured in their youth as apprentices to master craftsmen 
in order to learn a trade. 
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Cultural Geography 

About three-fourths of the colony's work force earned their liveli­
hood from the land, mostly as subsistence farmers. New Jersey was a 
bread colony; corn was predominant, other grains were grown and live­
stock was raised, but the money crop was wheat. The rest of the working 
force were skilled artisans, common laborers, mariners, professionals and 
merchants. 

Women occupied a low station in society. They lacked education 
and economic position, worked hard in home and field, and were sub­
servient to their husbands. However, their legal status was better than 
that of their English counterparts. 

Although there were some prosperous merchants and a few 
wealthy landowners, most Jerseyans lacked substantial property. In­
equities in land ownership worsened and resulted in conflict, especially in 
the northern counties. The standard of living in the colony rose in the 
decades before the Revolution, but so did the imbalance in the distribu­
tion of wealth. As elsewhere, economic wealth was accompanied by 
social prestige and political power. A few prominent families dominated 
the governor's Provincial Council, and professionals, merchants and 
large landowners controlled the assembly. Although socioeconomic 
status did not result in any sustained class conflict or precipitate rebellion 
in New Jersey, it did affect individual reactions once the Revolution 
began. 

' 
4. Peter 0. Wacker: The Cultural Geography of Eighteenth Cen-

tury New Jersey. New Jersey's cultural geography at the time of the Rev­
olution was characterized by diversity, widely separated settlements, and 
uneven distribution of population. 

New Jersey was unique among the colonies in having the most 
heterogeneous population, of which one-half were of non-English origin. 
This was due primarily to its location between New York and Pennsyl­
vania and between New England and the southern colonies. It was also a 
consequence of the province's political history. Claimed first by Sweden 
and Holland, it had been conquered by England, and then divided into 
two provinces. The Swedes and Finns who settled on the Jersey side of 
the lower Delaware Valley were very few in number, as contrasted to the 
"Dutch" - Hollanders, Flemings, and French and German Protestants 
-who made a strong impact upon the northern portion of the colony, 
particularly what are now Hudson and Bergen counties, and to some 
extent Sussex County. In addition, there were Scots, Scots-Irish, and a 
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SUMMARY OF PAMPHLETS 

scattering of Irish, as well as African slaves concentrated in Dutch-settled 
areas. Further cultural diversity was brought about by the English. There 
were Puritans who migrated from New England and established Eliza­
bethtown, Ne\.Vark and other communities in Essex, Morris, Somerset 
and Middlesex counties. Anglicans directly from England were en­
couraged by the East Jersey proprietors to settle in. their province, where­
as the Friends were attracted to West Jersey, which had preceded Penn­
sylvania as a Quaker colony. 

Where these different elements settled and to what degree of con­
centration was determined not only by these political considerations but 
by geographic ones as well. Although a small state, New Jersey has clear­
cut physiographic divisions; five in number, which vary in area, elevation, 
fertility of soil, growing season, natural vegetation, glaciation and water 
features. The most fertile and accessible lands of the Piedmont and Inner 
Coastal Plain were inhabited first and developed the highest population 
density, particularly those sections settled by New Englanders who pre­
ferred compact communities. The largest of these were little more than 
villages. The Outer Coastal Plain was avoided because of its poor soils 
and had a sparse population, while the northwestern Highlands and 
Ridge and Valley had early pockets of settlement which were rapidly en­
larged during the eighteenth century by emigrants from eastern Penn­
sylvania. In general, the population of Ne\.V Jersey rose rapidly up to the 
Revolution, with an annual natural increase of 2.5 percent added to 
which was an in-migration of 1.5 to 2.5 percent. 

With the outbreak of the war the cultural differences and location 
of the diverse population elements affected the nature and degree of 
their participation. For example, non-Anglican Britons in the more 
densely settled Piedmont corridor between New York and Philadelphia 
were generally in the forefront of the fighting. In contrast, the Quakers 
of South Jersey, because of their pacifism, were either Loyalist or neutral 
but found themselves on occasion dragged into the conflict by partisan 
groups, particularly when the British occupied Philadelphia. 

9. James H. Levitt: New Jersey's Revolutionary Economy. New Jer­
sey's economy was seriously affected by adverse conditions during the 
entire revolutionary period. In the years before the Revolution it exper­
ienced something of a depression. There was a scarcity of currency re­
sulting from its flow to the commercial centers of Philadelphia and New 
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Economy 

York. Nev; Jersey merchants became overstocked, were indebted to 
English creditors, and replaced as middlemen by direct British selling to 
customers. Following the French and Indian War, which ended in 1763, 
farmers suffered from a contraction of their markets, a series of crop 
failures, and an increase in indebtedness. Both merchants and farmers 
more and more supported political change as a means of effecting 
change in their economic status. 

Once the revolutionary war began, Nev; Jersey quickly experienced 
its consequences. Much of the early fighting took place on its soil, and 
later it was the site of several military encampments. Many communities 
were disrupted, and homes, farmland, crops, industry, public buildings, 
and personal property were confiscated or destroyed. The war also stim­
ulated nev; industries or expanded old ones, created great wealth for a 
few, and widened the economic disparity between social classes. 

Although some farmers profited from the war, even traded with the 
enemy, the majority suffered from the war's destruction and from forag­
ing and confiscation by troops, the payment in questionable certificates, 
and the scarcity of labor. On the other hand, merchants fared quite well, 
particularly those who supplanted Loyalist merchants or engaged in 
privateering or speculation in goods and currency. Small industries that 
had begun after mid-century also prospered. Leather goods, processed 
foods, ironware, salt, cloth and, most of all, munitions were much in 
demand. However, Jerseyans of all occupations were affected by the dis­
location of the monetary system. The attempt by the Congress and the 
state to finance the war through the issuance of paper currency and oth­
er certificates resulted in an accelerating inflation. 

Once the fighting was over, Nev; Jersey's economic situation grev; 
worse. As military forces left, the demand for agricultural products de­
clined, and most farmers were deeper in debt. The merchant class was 
generally pleased that the uncertainties of war were ended, but it was 
once more dominated by Philadelphia and Nev; York. The textile, salt 
and iron industries were adversely affected especially when European 
products began to arrive again. In addition, the shortage of capital and 
skilled labor, as well as a sparse population, militated against the con­
tinued development of domestic industry. Efforts by the state to stabilize 
the currency caused a schism between East and West Jersey and be­
tween creditor and debtor. The inability of the national government 
under the Articles of Confederation to cope with economic problems in­
creasingly antagonized Jerseyans. The state assumed the responsibility 
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SUMMARY OF PAMPHLETS 

of paying the interest on Confederation loans and taxed the people to do 
it It then refused to meet its requisitions until measures were taken to 
strengthen the Confederation and eliminate interstate tariffs. Because of 
their economic plight and the country's failure to cope with its problems, 
Jerseyans increasingly supported the movement for a new constitution. 

7. Larry R. Gerlach: The Road to Revolution. New Jersey was a 
reluctant rebel, first inclined to seek reconciliation, then to follow the lead 
taken elsewhere, but once aroused quick to take action. To understand 
its transition from dependent colony to independent state it is essential 
to examine its unique response to British authority and restriction within 
the framework of the larger intercolonial independence movement. 

In 1763 Jerseyans were quite content as subjects of the British Em­
pire. Prosperous and stable after the French and Indian War and little 
affected by imperial trade regulations, the colony was small in size and 
population, predominantly agricultural and self-sufficient, without urban 
concentrations, major political organizations or newspapers, and lacking 
in internal cohesion because of sectional distinctions and ethnic and re­
ligious diversity. The new royal governor, William Franklin, was intelli­
gent, honest, and concerned for the welfare of the people, and he strong­
ly opposed some of the colonial measures taken by his superiors in 
England. 

The first imperial action to arouse the ire of Jerseyans was the re­
quirement adopted in 1765 that each colony pay for the support of 
troops stationed or traveling within its borders. Since the province was so 
strategically located, this was regarded as an unfair burden. Much more 
intense was opposition to the Stamp Act imposed the same year. At first 
the colony was quiescent, refusing an invitation to join an intercolonial 
conference. However, in time feeling mounted and a passive resistance 
took hold. The colony's stamp collector was persuaded to resign, and no 
replacement could be found. The colonial assembly appointed delegates 
to the Stamp Act Congress. Public demonstrations, forceful but peace­
able, began to mount, and a chapter of the Sons of Liberty was formed. 
There was a similar pattern of opposition to the Townshend program of 
1767, culminating in a remonstrance sent by the assembly to King 
George III and a boycott of British goods. 

For several years unrest subsided in New Jersey, as elsewhere. The 
calm was shattered by the Boston Tea Party of December 1773 and the 



Franklin 

British reaction to it. The next month students from the College of New 
Jersey, who had been a source of earlier agitation, held their own "tea 
party," as did the townspeople of Greenwich the follOVJing December. 
In February 1774 the assembly established a committee of correspon­
dence, grassroots meetings were held that summer to oppose the Intoler­
able Acts and in support of beleaguered Massachusetts, and in July a 
convention was held in New Brunswick of delegates from the counties. 
James Kinsey, William Livingston, John DeHart, Stephen Crane and 
Richard Smith were appointed to the Continental Congress which would 
convene in Philadelphia in September. 

The action of the Congress created great controversy in New Jersey 
and brought on a sharp schism. Although the vast majority of Jerseyans 
desired reconciliation with Britain, they were drawn closer and closer to 
revolution. Military preparations were undertaken: militia companies 
were formed and drilled, and arms were stockpiled. 

The First Provincial Congress assembled in Trenton on May 23, 
1775. It placed the colony on a war footing, imposed a tax to raise funds 
to equip the militia, and appointed a Provincial Committee of Corres­
pondence. Several months later it reconvened, assumed the powers of 
governance, replacing the assembly, and established machinery for the 
election of a new Provincial Congress. Preparation for war continued, 
committees of safety were formed, Loyalists were intimidated, and British 
supplies were confiscated. 

In New Jersey, as elsewhere, the final break did not come yet, for 
there was still hope for reconciliation. Nevertheless, the Provincial Con­
gress replaced royal officials with patriot supporters, assumed further 
pCM1ers from the assembly, and finally removed and arrested Franklin in 
June, the last royal governor to hold office. A new government was called 
for, new delegates were sent to the Second Continental Congress with 
instructions to support a declaration of independence, and a new state 
constitution was adopted on July 2. The die was cast. 

13. Larry R. Gerlach: William Franklin: New Jersey's Last Royal 
Governor. Despite his troubled life, removal from office, internment and 
expatriation, William Franklin was one of the most successful and popu­
lar of all royal governors. The illegitimate son of Benjamin Franklin, he 
was raised by his father and exposed to the stimulating influences of his 
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Philadelphia printshop, retail store, friends, books and thoughts. Never­
theless, he gre1.V up full of anxiety, insecurity and frustrations. He attempt­
ed to run away from home, and at the age of fifteen enlisted for a military 
campaign against the French. Reunited with his father, who attempted to 
mold him in his own image, William studied law, succeeded his father as 
clerk of the Pennsylvania assembly, postmaster and postal comptroller, 
and then served as his aide at the outbreak of ~he French and Indian 
War. Finally, in 1757 he joined Benjamin as his secretary for a six-year 
sojourn in England where the elder Franklin was colonial agent for Penn­
sylvania. There William completed his legal studies, traveled extensively, 
and acquired connections. He sired an illegitimate son, William Temple, 
and married the socially prominent Elizabeth Downes. At the age of 
thirty-two, because of his father's importance, he was appointed governor 
of New Jersey. 

As governor he entertained lavishly, acted the aristocrat, maintained 
a large country estate near Burlington, and endeavored to obtain recog­
nition in his own right. He was a successful political leader and adminis­
trator but was unable to reconcile the interests of crown and colony. His 
difficulties began with the adoption of the Stamp Act in 1765, which he 
believed the people would grudgingly accept but which caused a storm 
of protest, passive resistance and boycott. Although he personally 
thought the act unwise, he felt obliged to support the imperial preroga­
tive. 

Franklin had less difficulty with the more moderate opposition to 
the Townshend program imposed tvJo years later. But he had contin­
uous trouble with British customs officials who considered him lax, and 
with the provincial assembly which sought to circumvent parliamentary 
measures. Matters came to a head following the Boston Tea Party. Jer­
seyans generally opposed the radical action but sympathized with Mas­
sachusetts after the imposition of the Intolerable Acts. Franklin tried to 
avoid the controversy; he delayed calling the assembly into session, but 
he did not interfere with county committee meetings or the appointment 
of delegates to the Continental Congress. When the assembly finally 
convened, the governor tried unsuccessfully to dissuade it from endors­
ing the actions of the Congress. With the formation of the First Provincial 
Congress he now realized that the colony was on the road to rebellion. 
Increasingly isolated and vulnerable, he continued his effort to prevent 
a final breach. 

In January 1776 he was arrested by colonial troops but was quickly 
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Livingston 

released, and for the next few months he remained in seclusion. Finally, 
at the end of May, hoping to arouse Loyalist sentiment, he called a ses­
sion of the assembly for late June. But the Provincial Congress met 
first, condemned the call, and compelled him to appear before it in Bur­
lington on June 21. When Franklin challenged its authority it requested 
the Continental Congress's authorization to depose him. He was re­
moved on the twenty-fifth, the last royal governor in the colonies, ar­
rested and sent to Connecticut, where he remained for over two years, 
part of the time in jail. He was released in a prisoner exchange through 
his father's influence and spent the remainder of the war in British-oc­
cupied New York. There he organized a "Refugee Club," which con­
ducted military observations and raids in New Jersey and Connecticut, 
and then became founder and president of the Board of Directors of the . 
Associated Loyalists. At the war's end he fled to England where he took 
up the cause of the Loyalists and their claims for compensation and lived 
on for another thirty years. 

21. Carl E. Prince: William Livingston: New Jersey's First Governor. 
William Livingston was the wealthy scion of an old, aristocratic New York 
Dutch-English family, well educated, a successful lawyer and literary light. 
He was one of those members of the elite who early embraced the in­
dependence movement and became a leader in the Revolution, even 
though his lands, wealth, social position, and perhaps his life, would have 
been sacrificed if the rebellion had been lost. 

Retiring from an active professional, commercial and political life he 
came to New Jersey in 1772 and built Liberty Hall, his home in Elizabeth­
town. He was quickly embroiled in politics once again because of his 
reputation and his inability to countenance imperial despotism·and cor­
ruption. He was elected a delegate to the First and Second Continental 
Congresses, serving from July 1774 until June 1776, when he was asked 
to assume command of the East Jersey militia. During his three months 
in that post, he ferretted out known and suspected Loyalists and organ­
ized the ragged militiamen in preparation for the British onslaught that 
would soon envelop the state. 

Chosen by the legislature in 1776 to serve as the first governor of 
the state, Livingston was annually reelected until his death in 1790. 
During the war he was continuously on the move from town to town be­
cause of the threat of Loyalist assassination. He revived his journalistic 
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endeavors, writing frequent satiric articles for the press. Although his 
constitutional powers as chief executive were very limited, his strong 
personality and will, administrative ability, wide knowledge, integrity, and 
penchant for hard work made him perhaps the most effective revolution­
ary war governor. Although he staunchly supported the principles of in­
dividual liberty and representative government, he retained a sense of 
noblesse oblige and was paternalistic in his relationships. His principal 
vehicle for wielding power was the New Jersey Council of Safety, formed 
in 1777, which he chaired. Its responsibility was to maintain internal 
order, which essentially meant suppressing Loyalists. Although he had 
no legislative authority, his published messages and proclamations con­
tained recommendations to the legislature which bore results. 

One of Livingston's most influential efforts concerned slavery. From 
the start of the war he advocated the freeing, rather than the confiscation, 
of slaves taken as part of Loyalist estates. He failed in his efforts to per­
suade the legislature to emancipate all slaves in the state, but finally in 
1786 a prohibition of their importation was adopted. The next year he 
obtained legislative approval for the immediate freeing of his own slaves, 
as an example to others, rather than providing for this in his will as other 
slaveholders were doing. 

Although inactive as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 
1787, he played a major role in the campaign to make New Jersey one 
of the first states to ratify the new Federal Constitution. 

15. Richard J. Connors: The Constitution of 1776. New Jersey's 
Provincial Congress, popularly elected late in May 1776 and composed 
of 65 delegates, assembled at Burlington on June 11. It dealt with the 
problems of the militia and taxes, began the process of deposing Gover­
nor William Franklin, appointed new delegates to the Continental Con­
gress and authorized them to support a declaration of independence. It 
also followed the recommendation of that body and hurriedly wrote a 
state constitution. On June 24 a drafting committee was formed, three 
days later it reported back and, after four days of debate, on July 2 the 
Provincial Congress adopted the first constitution of the state of New 
Jersey. No provision was made for a popular referendum to ratify the 
action. 

The constitution drew upon English political thought and traditions 
and the New Jersey colonial experience of written charters, such as the 
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Concessions and Agreement of the lords proprietors, Berkeley and 
Carteret, the West Jersey Concessions and Agreement, and the commis­
sions and instructions to royal governors. It was a brief and simple docu­
ment which retained much of the previous governmental structure with 
some modifications. Based on popular sovereignty and the republican 
form of government, it transformed New Jersey from a royal province 
to an independent state. It did not provide for democracy; the right to 
vote and hold office was limited to property owners; only Protestants 
could hold office. Because the term "inhabitant" was used in granting 
suffrage, for a time women and even slaves and aliens could vote, until 
the electoral law of 1807. 

Power was invested in a bicameral legislature annually elected. The 
upper house, the Legislative Council with one member elected from 
each county, was modeled on the colonial governor's Provincial Coun­
cil. It acted as an advisory body to the governor, shared appointive and 
lawmaking powers with the lower house, and also had judicial functions. 
The General Assembly was comprised of three seats per county, but pro­
vision was made to apportion seats in the future according to popula­
tion. It alone could initiate money bills, which the council could disap­
prove but could not alter. 

The governor was chosen annually by a joint meeting of the two 
houses and was eligible for indefinite reelection. He presided over the 
council with the right to vote, but he had no control over legislative ses­
sions and no veto power. He was commander in chief of the militia. He 
had certain judicial powers but could not appoint judges. The judiciary 
was the least well-defined branch of government. There were few pro­
visions pertaining to local government. 

The constitution also lacked a bill of rights, but several of its clauses 
dealt with individual freedoms. Religious liberty was provided by a guar­
antee of freedom of worship and a prohibition of state support of 
churches, but civil and political rights could be denied to non-Protestants. 
The rights of fair trial and trial by jury were also guaranteed. 

No provision was made for formal amendments, but the legisla­
ture's power to alter the constitution was implied. 

The constitution of 1776, written with little time for reflection and 
designed for immediate needs, remained New Jersey's fundamental law 
until 1844 when a new constitution was adopted. 
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6. John T. Cunningham: New Jersey's Five Who Signed. In June 
1776 four states, including New Jersey, voted against and one state 
abstained on a resolution for independence introduced in the Second 
Continental Congress. The next month a new delegation from New Jer­
sey voted for independence. This was the climax of a two-year period in 
which Jerseyans protested, debated and vacillated, sought reconciliation, 
prepared for war, and increasingly took extralegal and revolutionary 
action. Finally, the Provincial Congress chose new delegates to partici­
pate in the Continental Cc;mgress when it reconvened in Philadelphia, 
and it authorized them to support independence. The five delegates 
were: 

Richard Stockton. Born in Princeton in 1 730, he was the wealthy, 
cultured scion of a prestigious family. He was the first graduate of the 
College of New Jersey and was instrumental in its move to Princeton and 
in the appointment of the Reverend John Witherspoon as its president. 
He was a prominent lawyer, a stock breeder, and a member of the gover­
nor's Provincial Council. 

John Witherspoon. Born in Scotland in 1723, he was a graduate of 
the University of Edinburgh, a Presbyterian minister, and passionately 
anti-British. He became president of the College of New Jersey in 1768 
and transformed it into a center of radicalism. He was elected to the Pro­
vincial Congress, where he took an active role in the removal of Gover­
nor William Franklin in 1776. 

John Hart. Born in Connecticut in 1712, Hart was raised in Hope­
well from his infancy. With little formal education, he became a pros­
perous farmer and property owner and a respected local leader, an 
assemblyman and judge, and vice-president of the Provincial Congress. 

Abraham Clark. Born in 1726 at present-day Roselle, he was a self­
taught surveyor, lawyer and mediator, a "poor man's counsellor," sheriff 
of Essex County and clerk of the assembly. An early radical, he was 
elected to the Provincial Congress and was secretary of the New Jersey 
Council of Safety. 

Francis Hopkinson. Born in Philadelphia in 1730, he was the first 
graduate of the College of Philadelphia. He was a lawyer, public official, 
unsuccessful businessman, composer, and a poet and essayist who used 
his pen to attack the British. A resident of Bordentown, he had served as 
a member of the Provincial Council. 

When the Congress began to assemble on July 1 the New Jersey 
delegation was late in arriving, but it soon made its position known in a 
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speech by Witherspoon. New Jersey was one of the nine colonies to sup­
port a resolution for independence. The next day work began on the re­
vision of the draft of the Declaration of Independence. The document, 
unsigned, was sent to the printer on the evening of the fourth and copies 
were quickly posted out. It was read in Trenton in a public ceremony .on 
July 8, the same day that the official reading took place in Philadelphia. 
The delegates began signing the final document August 2, not knowing 
whether they might be signing their ov.;n death warrants. 

When the Brttish pursued Washington's army across the state in 
December, a detachment plundered and razed Hart's farm in Hopewell 
and his family barely escaped. Forced into hiding, he returned a broken 
man and died in 1779. The Stockton home, "Morven," was ransacked 
and the library destroyed, and Stockton himself was arrested, impris­
oned, beaten and starved. He was released in a prisoner exchange, but 
his health was ruined and he died in 1781. Witherspoon's college was 
forced to close; its library and his personal one were destroyed by the 
British. He was able to continue in Congress and served on several of its 
important committees. He died in 1791. Hopkinson's home in Borden­
town was also ransacked, but he continued in Congress throughout the 
war years and chaired the Navy Board. After the Revolution he was an 
active composer and writer and was appointed a judge by President 
Washington. He too died in 1791. Clark also served in Congress to the 
war's end. He was then elected to the state legislature, was a delegate to 
the Constitutional Convention in 1787, and was a member of the Fed­
eral Congress until 1 794 when he died. 

18. Donald W. Whisenhunt: Elias Boudinot. Elias Boudinot, a descen­
dant of French Huguenots, was born in 1740, spent his formative years 
in Philadelphia, and as a youth moved with his family to Princeton. In­
terested in both the law and the ministry, he chose the first as his profes­
sion because he lacked the funds for a college education. He received his 
lawyer's license at the age of twenty, quickly became successful, and soon 
married into the wealthy and influential Stockton family. 

Boudinot showed a proclivity for politics, identifying himself with 
the conservative propertied class. H001ever, following the imposition of 
the Intolerable Acts in 1774, he joined with those colonists who began to 
resist the British. He became an active member of New Jersey's Commit­
tee of Correspondence, and in 1775 as a delegate from Essex County he 
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helped to create the extralegal Provincial Congress. 
In 1777 General Washington appointed him commissary general 

of prisoners with the rank of colonel, a difficult assignment. It was his 
dual function to house, feed and care for the several thousand British 
soldiers in American hands, and to keep informed about and aid the lar­
ger number of American prisoners, most of whom were held under 
abominable conditions in Nev.r York. He held this position for a year and 
then seived for a short time as Nev.r Jersey delegate to the Continental 
Congress. He returned to private life and practice, but in 1781 he was 
again in the Congress where this time he played a major role. 

On November 4, 1782 he was elected president of the Congress. It 
was a critical time. Although the British had surrendered at YorktO\.Vn, 
negotations for a peace treaty had bogged down. Several states lost in­
terest in the Union and failed to meet their assessments and to send dele­
gates to the Congress. The Confederation was bankrupt. A number of 
troops deserted and others were mutinous, a situation which led Con­
gress to move from Philadelphia to Princeton. There it met from June 
30, 1 783 to the end of the session. As president, Boudinot signed the 
preliminary treaty of peace by which Great Britain recognized the inde­
pendence of the United States. 

After his retirment from Congress he returned to ElizabethtO\.Vn, 
where he resumed a successful law practice and engaged in western land 
speculation. With the establishment of the new government under the 
Federal Constitution in 1789, he was elected to the United States Con­
gress. He seived three terms, during which he was a staunch Federalist. 
After this he was appointed by President Washington to be director of 
the Mint, a position which he held for ten years. 

When he was sixty-five he retired from public office and settled in 
Burlington. He now turned to his other great interest- religion. He wrote 
a number of books on the subject and, despite failing health, helped to 
found and became first president of the American Bible Society. He was 
also involved in other humanitarian causes, particularly Indian educa­
tion. He died in 1821 at the age of eighty-one. 

19. Dennis P. Ryan: New Jersey's Whigs. Of those Jerseyans who 
risked their lives and property to support the Revolution, some were well 
known leaders but most served in the Continental army and the militia 
or supported the cause by participating in town meetings, signing oaths 
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of allegiance, supplying the troops and paying taxes. For Jerseyans the 
die was cast when the Provincial Congress ordered the arrest of William 
Franklin, the last royal governor, in June 1776. This action and other 
forms of rebellion constituted the extralegal overthrow of established 
authority by radicals who faced punishment and even death if they failed. 
The colonists were turned into radicals by the issues of home rule (the 
right of self -government free of imperial restraints) and of who should 
rule at home. 

The division in the seventeenth century between East and West 
Jersey affected society up to the Revolution. Quaker pacifist influence 
remained strong in West Jersey and, with other settlers who came direct­
ly from Europe, gave it a rural, conservative tone. East Jersey was more 
urbanized, dynamic and liberal, settled first by Dutch from New Nether­
land, then Puritans from New england, and later Scots-Irish. A long his· 
tory of struggle with proprietary interests over taxation, quitrents, town 
government and squatters' rights, climaxed by rioting in mid-century, 
conditioned the people to be more resistant to British taxes and restric­
tions. Religious sectarianism was also an important factor. Anglicanism 
was readily accepted by the tolerant West Jersey Quakers. In East Jersey 
it was practiced by the upper classes but opposed by most of the popu­
lation. Efforts by the British government to establish an Anglican 
bishopric in the colonies met with bitter resistance. The pressure on land 
from an expanding population and the growing economic discontent of 
the middle and lower classes also increased social tensions in East Jersey. 

The patriot cause in New Jersey, which had blown hot and cold for 
some years, was strengthened by the passage in 1774 of the Intolerable 
Acts and the Quebec Act. Town and county committees were formed to 
issue resolves against British restrictions, a colony.vide meeting was held 
in New Brunswick in July, delegates were sent to the First Continental 
Congress in September, and the First Provincial Congress was convened 
in Trenton the following May. It evolved into a revolutionary government, 
raised troops and taxes, and ordered the arrest of Governor Franklin on 
June 19, 1776. On July 2 a new state constitution was adopted. The 
Whigs were strongest in Monmouth, Essex, Middlesex, Morris and 
Somerset counties, where there were large numbers of Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists, Baptists and Dutch Reformed. In West Jersey the 
Whigs were in a minority because of the Quakers and Anglicans. Royal 
officials and proprietary descendants either fled or became staunch 
Loyalists. Large landowners and lawyers provided the leadership of both 
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sides. New arrivals, youth and the propertyless classes were the backbone 
of the militia and the army. 

State and local political leadership in New Jersey underwent a 
major change in personnel but remained in the hands of the propertied, 
as did military leadership. There was no revolution in property qualifica­
tions for voting and office holding. The war brought widespread destruc­
tion of farmland, homes, churches and public buildings, resulting from 
enemy attacks, Loyalist raiders and pine barren robbers, and plundering 
and requisitioning by troops of both sides. After the war life in New Jersey 
would no longer be what it had been when the patriots - conservatives 
wanting more rights within the new nation, moderates satisfied with 
political independence, and radicals seeking social upheaval-first agi­
tated for change. 

20. Dennis P. Ryan: New Jersey's Loyalists. As historians have 
more objectively and thoroughly examined the Revolution their percep­
tion of the Loyalists has changed. Rather than wealthy aristocrats and 
public officials or passive victims of British tyranny, they had varied back­
grounds and interests, many had protested imperial restrictions, and a 
number were courageous. What caused them to support the empire was 
an unshakeable loyalty to the crown, and a fear of the consequences that 
would follow the end of British rule. 

Besides Loyalists and patriots, approximately one-third of the New 
Jersey population were neutral. Their indentification is difficult because 
their attitudes and actions were largely unrecorded. But their ranks were 
made up of property owners, particularly substantial farmers who feared 
the confiscation of their lands. Their numbers were largest in the regions 
closest to the British forces stationed on Staten Island and Manhattan. 
Another major component was the Quakers of West Jersey, many of 
whom were religious pacifists and would not bear arms or support the 
war in any way. 

The Loyalists generally were those who did not fit into the social 
fabric of colonial life or were alarmed by the revolutionary rhetoric of the 
rebel leaders. Among them were recent immigrants, but by the time of 
the Revolution there were few of those in New Jersey. More important 
were royal officials who had a personal stake in the preservation of the 
government, the descendants of East Jersey proprietors who had fought 
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with local residents over land titles and rents, and a number of the inhab­
itants of the provincial capitals, Perth Amboy and Burlington. In addition, 
there were those who joined the Tories for religious reasons. Many 
Quakers who were not neutral were active supporters of the crov.m, some 
of their youth even joining Loyalist brigades in New York. Anglican new­
comers to New Jersey, especially those who favored the establishment of 
an American bishopric, feared non-Anglican domination if the Revolu­
tion were successful. Although the majority of all these elements were 
people of property, a significant number of the lower classes also joined 
the Loyalist cause. It is impossible to identify them all because of the 
paucity of written records. We know that some volunteered to fight for 
the British for the same reasons that many of the propertyless joined the 
patriot cause- enlistment bounties and the promise of land. 

The property of most of the Loyalists who fled to the British lines 
was confiscated. Those who remained behind were subjected to harsh, 
but rarely brutal, treatment. At first they were offered pardons if they 
swore allegiance to the new state and nation. But later Tories who were 
discovered were tried, and if found guilty of disloyalty to the United 
States, their personal and real property was sold at public auction. The 
Treaty of Paris, which formally ended hostilities, provided the Loyalists 
with the legal opportunity to retrieve their property. But Jerseyans did not 
welcome their return. Nevertheless, small numbers did reestablish their 
old lives and businesses. Some went to England. The largest number of 
New Jersey Loyalists migrated to Nova Scotia, where they joined the 
ranks of the United Empire Loyalists, an important element in Canadian 
life to this day. 

5. Mark E. Lender: The New Jersey Soldier. Until recently accounts 
of the American Revolution have concentrated on its political and mili­
tary leaders. For a fuller understanding of the course of the conflict his­
torians are beginning to examine the nature and activities of the back­
bone of the war effort- the ordinary soldier. 

In 1 775, shortly after Lexington and Concord, the Continental army 
was formed and was committed to major campaigns. New Jersey, along 
with the other colonies, was asked to raise regular troops for a one-year 
enlistment. Patriotic feeling was high, and recruitment efforts were suc­
cessful. This "First Establishment" spent the winter of 1775-1776 in Ne1N 
York, where they saw little action. The following spring they became part 
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of the disastrous expedition to conquer Canada, and they suffered losses 
from major combat around Quebec and from smallpox. This, coupled 
with news of the British invasion of New Jersey, caused many of them to 
leave the army as soon as their year was up. 

The local militia companies also had a succession of demoralizing 
experiences in the summer and fall of 1776, first with Washington's 
forces in New York and then as they retreated across New Jersey. Even 
with the improvement in morale from the battles of Trenton and Prince­
ton, the Ne1.V Jersey militia remained disorganized, poorly led and fre­
quently unpaid. It was always lacking in manpower. Large numbers of 
Jerseyans were pacifist Quakers, neutrals or Tories; many others were 
exempt from service because of their occupations, fought the war as 
privateers, preferred farming to fighting, or paid fines or hired substi­
tutes rather than serve. Although the defence of the state was left 
primarily to the regular army, the militia did perform a number of essen­
tial functions, such as troop observation and intelligence, building fortifi­
cations, harassing enemy patrols, and guard and constabulary duty. 

In 1777, when the Congress called for long-term enlistments to 
build up the Continental army, the New Jersey Brigade was formed first 
under William Maxwell and then Elias Dayton. Recruitment for the 
brigade, despite various inducements, was slOVJ. Rather than an army of 
independent, liberty-loving yeomen, many of the volunteers were youths 
without economic or marital ties, indentured servants, drifters, runaway 
servants and slaves, Indians, or foreigners. Aside from the dangers of 
combat, there were the physical privation, disease, harsh military disci­
pline, lack of pay, and the tedium of garrison life. Desertion and bounty 
jumping added to the shortage of manpOVJer, and recruiters had to tum 
to enemy deserters and prisoners- particularly Hessians-Tories ac­
cused of treason, and common criminals. The legislature resisted efforts 
to institute a militia draft until 1778, when it adopted one that was in­
equitable and partially effective. 

New Jersey was not unique in these matters. While the crusading 
spirit associated with the Revolutjon might have been diluted by other 
considerations, those that enlisted for bounties of money and land were 
staking their hopes on independence, and in the main those who setved 
fought well 

16. Lewis F. Owen: The Revolutionary Struggle in New Jersey, 
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1776-1783. From 1776 to the end of the war NevJ Jersey was the scene 
of major battles, long encampments by the Continental army, and sever­
al large-scale movements of American and British armies. There were 
also numerous minor battles, skirmishes and raids, frequent foraging 
and plundering expeditions, and an almost continuous patriot-Loyalist 
civil war of guerrilla attacks and reprisals. 

The first blow came in November 1776 with the British attack at 
Fort Lee from NevJ York across the Hudson. There followed a desperate 
evacuation and retreat across NevJ Jersey by Washington's forces. They 
were aided by General Sir William Howe's reluctance to initiate a pitched 
battle in the belief that the occupation of territory would suffice to end the 
rebellion. After escaping across the Delaware, the Americans attacked at 
Trenton and Princeton, which led the British to withdraw to the safety of 
NevJ Brunswick. The Continental army went into winter encampment at 
Morristown. 

With the war now being fought in NevJ Jersey and promising to 
drag on for a long time, some of the early patriot leaders defected to the 
Loyalist cause and were joined by many others, so that there were as 
many New Jersey battalions fighting for the British as against them. In 
addition, numerous Tory sympathizers remaining at home served as 
British scouts and spies, providing important intelligence. Many attacked 
their rebel neighbors and robbed and burned their property, particularly 
when royal troops were nearby. They were subjected to retaliation when 
the rebels gained control of their area. Large numbers of ships, saltworks, 
iron mines and forges, and other manufactories were destroyed. But it 
was the farmers of both sides who suffered most; their crops and live­
stock were frequently taken by military foraging parties or through out­
right thievery by robber bands. 

One of the largest pitched battles of the war was the battle of Mon­
mouth in June 1778. While the vacillation of General Charles Lee al­
lowed the British to withdraw their forces to Staten Island, it virtually 
ended the enemy occupation of NevJ Jersey. 

The many minor engagements in New Jersey included an attack by 
four thousand men under Lieutenant General Charles Cornwallis at 
Middlebrook in the spring of 1777, followed by militia harrassment of 
the British army's westward feint from New Brunswick, followed in tum 
by General Nathanael Greene's attack on the Hessians left to def end the 
evacuated town and the British counterattack on Lord Stirling's (Major 
General William Alexander) pursuing forces; a Loyalist battalion's raid on 
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Perth Amboy, follOVJed by a major foraging expedition into Bergen 
County under General Sir Henry Clinton which alarmed the Continen­
tal army. In late 1777 and early 1778, when the enemy occupied Phila­
delphia, a pitched battle was fought for Fort Mercer at Red Bank before 
it was evacuated by the Americans. The British attacks on Salem and 
AJIQ\.Vays Creek, Gloucester Point and Haddonfield, and the destruction 
of Continental ships on the Delaware from Burlington to Trenton, all 
occurred at this time. Late in 1778 there occurred "Baylor's Massacre" 
in Bergen County and the destruction of American privateers at Little 
Egg Harbor. During the next three years there were Loyalist and British 
raids against widely scattered locations such as Woodbridge, Bergen 
Neck, Tinton Falls, Middletown, Closter, Shrewsbury, SpanktOVJn, Eliza­
bethtown, Newark, Hackensack and Paramus. Major Henry (Light Horse 
Harry) Lee led a daring bayonet attack against the fort at Paulus Hook, 
and General Anthony Wayne made a less successful assault against a 
Loyalist blockhouse at Hoboken. 

In the winter of 1779-1780 the main force of the Continental army 
encamped at Morristown. In 1 780 a British-Hessian expedition precipita­
ted the battle of Springfield, in which local militia fought a delaying action 
until army units from Morristo..vn engaged the enemy, who withdrew to 
New York. 

Despite the British surrender at Yorktown in October 1781, a year 
and a half elapsed before the signing of a provisional peace treaty. Dur­
ing that time New Jersey continued to be plagued by fighting, particularly 
from the bloody, vengeful raids carried out by the Associated Loyalists 
founded by former royal governor William Franklin. 

22. Kemble Widmer: The Christmas Campaign: The Ten Days 
of Trenton and Princeton. The ten days at Trenton and Princeton were 
truly a turning point in the early part of the revolutionary war. The Con­
tinental army under General Washington, following the forced evacua­
tion of New York, had been retreating across New Jersey one step ahead 
of the advancihg British under Howe and Cornwallis. American morale 
was at a low point, the troops were in poor condition with many of their 
enlistments about to elapse, the new capital at Philadelphia was threat­
ened, and the cause of independence appeared to be doomed. 

Washington made his stand with five thousand regulars and two 
thousand militia on the west bank of the Delaware, rounded up all the 
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boats and had ferries and fords defended to inhibit an enemy crossing, 
and awaited to see where the attack would occur. The British troops 
took up winter quarters on the New Jersey side, with the Hessians under 
Colonel Carl von Donop on the southern flank between Trenton and 
Burlington. Deciding he could not let his troops melt away, Washington 
planned an attack in this sector to reheve pressure on Philadelphia. One 
force was to keep von Donop occupied in the Burlington area, another 
was to cross the Delaware beloor Trenton to block a retreat, while the 
main body under his command would attack the Hessians under 
Colonel Johann Rall at Trenton. 

The principal crossing was made on Christmas night at McKonkey's 
Ferry eight miles to the north of Trenton. Although the sixteen hundred 
enemy occupying Trenton had been alerted for an attack for days, they 
did not expect it in full force. Rall and some of his officers were probably 
drunk, but the troops were not; they were just wearied from the alerts. 
The attack occurred in a snowstorm, resistance was quickly overcome, 
Rall was killed, the Hessians were routed, and the battle was over in less 
than two hours. Close to six hundred enemy escaped, almost nine hun­
dred were captured, and one hundred were killed or wounded. Washing­
ton began an immediate withdrawal, but by the time all the troops with 
their prisoners had returned to their encampments, some had been in 
action for forty-eight hours and were exhausted. 

The second battle of Trenton occurred because Cornwallis was 
advancing southward with ten thousand troops, the American units on 
the New Jersey side of the Delaware were insufficient to halt them, and 
their removal would expose Philadelphia once again. An effort to per­
suade the men of various state contingents to extend their enlistments 
was only partially successful. Nevertheless, rearguard action on January 
1 and 2, taking advantage of the terrain and using hit-and-run tactics, 
gave Washington enough time to prepare defenses south of Assunpink 
Creek. While Cornwallis waited for the next morning to attack, Washing­
ton went around him and under the cover of night withdrew his forces to 
the east and north towards Princeton. 

His wearied troops met British forces advancing southward to rein­
force Cornwallis. At first the American lines began to break, but rallied by 
Washington and reinforcements they reversed the situation. Two enemy 
regiments were routed, and a third was captured at Nassau Hall. The 
victorious Americans seized supplies, hastily withdrew, and destroyed 
bridges behind them. Completely exhausted, they continued northward 
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to Morristown, where Washington set up winter quarters. Meanwhile, 
Cornwallis withdrew his main body of troops to New York. 

25. Samuel S. Smith: The Battle of Monmouth. The indecisive bat­
tle of Monmouth of June 28, 1 778 grew out of the effort of the Con­
tinental army to intercept the British army under Sir Henry Clinton in its 
withdrawal from Philadelphia to New York. When George Washington, 
encamped at Valley Forge, learned of the evacuation of the capital he 
sent the New Jersey Brigade under Brigadier General William Maxwell to 
combine with the militia in disrupting and delaying the enemy in its 
march across the state, in order to give the main body of his troops time 
to catch up. As his forces approached their target Washington held a 
council of war, which decided against an all-out attack. Among those 
urging caution was Major General Charles Lee, second in command, 
who had recently been released in a prisoner exchange. 

Additional forces of twenty-five hundred men under Brigadier Gen­
erals Charles Scott and Anthony Wayne were sent ahead to harass 
Clinton's army, which was resting and provisioning at Freehold. Despite 
his persistent criticism of Washington's handling of the war and the 
consequent dissension among the officers, Lee was granted his request 
for command of all the troops committed, who came to number fifty­
five hundred. His verbal orders from Washington are not knoom, but 
they did not call for an all-out battle. 

The attack was launched from Englishtown as the British started to 
leave Freehold. General Wayne was in charge of the advance troops. 
After the initial fighting, Lee committed the body of his troops. When 
major segments of his men gave way before an enemy force of seven 
thousand, and exposed his flanks, Lee retreated with his troops over the 
ground they had advanced on that morning. They were met by Washing­
ton, who relieved Lee of his command and then placed him in charge 
of the units assigned to delay the enemy assault. Lee defended his 
actions by claiming that his generals had not followed his orders and had 
retreated on their own. They contended that no plan of attack had ever 
been prepared. 

A stand was made by all of Washington's forces near Tennent 
Meetinghouse. A heavy artillery duel began late in the afternoon during 
the worst heat of the day, followed by more infantry combat. As darkness 
approached, both sides were exhausted and the fighting stopped. The 
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Americans were ready to resume the battle next morning, but the British 
had fled during the night and were well on their way to Middletown and 
their destination, Sandy Hook. 

Washington claimed a victory, and with respect to casualties and 
control of the battlefield he was right; in addition, American morale was 
raised. On the other hand, Clinton succeeded in evacuating his army to 
Ne\V York with minimal losses. 

General Lee demanded that his name be cleared. When Washing­
ton called for a court of inquiry, Lee insisted on a full-dress court-martial. 
He was found guilty on all counts of disobedience of orders, unnecessary 
retreat, and disrespect to the commander in chief. Suspended from 
army command for one year, he resigned. He died in 1782. 

3. Bruce W. Stewart: Morristown: A Crucible of the American Re~ 
olution. Morristown in the 1770s was a small rural New England-type 
town with a population of two hundred fifty, the center of a prosperous 
farming and iron mining region. During the Revolution it was occupied 
by the Continental army for a longer time than any other locale in the 
country. 

It first assumed its role for a brief moment in the winter of 1776 
when the forces under the command of General Charles Lee spent a 
night on their way to join the main body of the army in its retreat across 
the Delaware. In January 1777, following the victories at Trenton and 
Princeton, the exhausted Continental army encamped at Morristown. It 
was chosen because a watch could be kept on the British forces near 
Ne\V Brunswick to thwart· any move toward Philadelphia. What was to 
have been a short stay lasted through the spring. During this time Gen­
eral Washington rested and reorganized his forces and gathered supplies 
for the coming campaigns. A good portion of the munitions used by the 
·army came from nearby iron forges and powder mills. The troops kept 
active; small units harassed the enemy in short skirmishes, cut off their 
supplies, and waylaid their foraging expeditions. Both sides suffered 
from the winter; the American troops, struck by smallpox, averted catas­
trophe when Washington ordered civilians as well as soldiers to be inocu­
lated. With a shift in the theatre of operations elsewhere, Morristoom 
was evacuated in May. 

Because of its strategic location it again became the site of an en­
campment of the main part of Washington's army in 1779-1780, the 
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worst winter of the century. Most of the troops were situated at Jockey 
Hollow, where they lived in tents while constructing log huts. Colonel 
Jacob Ford Jr.'s stately home was chosen as Washington's headquarters, 
and senior officers found quarters in other homes in town and in the 
environs. At the Ford mansion lived the commander, his wife and his 
aides, and there all the business of the army was conducted. There dele­
gations from the Congress and foreign diplomats were received, and 
Washington was informed by the Marquis de Lafayette of the imminent 
landing of a French expedition. 

Meanwhile, icy cold and blizzard struck the starving, sick, half-naked 
troops at Jockey Hollow. Appeals by Washington to Congress for relief 
could not be met. The struggle to survive, coupled with the fatigue of 
military duty and the monotony of camp life, drove morale to a low 
point. Courts-martial were frequent, enlisted men were harshly punished, 
officers were reduced in rank or cashiered. Finally, what Washington 
feared most occurred. In May 1780 a veteran Connecticut brigade at­
tempted to mutiny, but the rebellion was immediately suppressed. Rn­
~IJy, during the next month the Continental army left its encampment to 
head off a British invasion of New Jersey that resulted in the battle of 
Springfield. 

The following winter ten Pennsylvania infantry regiments encamped 
at Morristown and Jockey Hollow. Their distress was a reprise of the 
previous winter and they mutinied. They seized artillery, killed a captain, 
and prepared to march on Philadelphia to present their demands to the 
Congress. They were met at Princeton where an agreement was reached 
and t~e mutiny ended. 

The last Morristown encampment followed the battle of Yorktown in 
1781, when elements of the New Jersey Brigade returned to Jockey Hol­
low. They remained there until August 29, 1782, when Morristown's role 
in the revolutionary war was ended. 

8. Thomas Fleming: The Battle of Springfield. A critically important 
battle of the revolutionary war took place in the spring of 1780 in and 
around the town of Springfield. It followed the winter encampment at 
Morristown of the main American force under General Washington. 
During that time a large segment of the British army, with Sir Henry 
Clinton, the commander in chief, was garrisoned in New York. Clinton 
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had led an expedition to the South that had surrounded twenty-five hun­
dred Continentals and forced their surrender at Charleston, South Caro­
lina on May 12, bringing that region into British hands. Next he turned 
his efforts to subdue the Continental army in New Jersey and break the 
back of the rebellion in the North. 

In command of the British forces in Ne1N York was Baron Wilhelm 
von Knyphausen, assisted by Major Generals William Tryon, the former 
governor of NelN York, and James Robertson, the current governor. He 
was advised by William Franklin, the former royal governor of Ne1N Jer­
sey, and William Smith, a confidant of Clinton. These men urged an 
attack on Washington's decimated forces at Morristown. Although at 
first he hesitated in the absence of such orders from Clinton, Knyphau­
sen was eventually persuaded to send an expedition. On June 6 an inva­
sion fleet carried six thousand men to New Jersey, their destination the 
gap in the Watchung Mountains behind Springfield, from which they 
could attack at will the immobilized Continental army at Morristown. 
In their path were five hundred men of the New Jersey Brigade under 
Brigadier General William Maxwell and bands of local militiamen. Their 
assignment was to delay the enemy as long as possible in order to give 
Washington time to bring up the vanguard of his army. They attacked 
from the woods slCM'ing the British advance and fought a pitched battle 
in the village of Connecticut Farms (now Union). The enemy was tempo­
rarily halted, and Knyphausen decided to stop the campaign to await 
Clinton's arrival. The two-week delay saved the Continental army. 

Washington was able to send fifteen hundred regulars under Gen­
eral Nathanael Greene into action. They controlled the bridges over the 
Rahway River and every strategic point of the high ground beyond 
Springfield. Once the major assault began the conflict was fierce, with 
point blank firing by musket, rifle and cannon, bayonet charges, Indian­
style fighting, and heroism on both sides. The enemy assault troops by­
passed the bridges and waded the shallow river. As the Americans slowly 
gave ground against overwhelming odds, they exacted a heavy price. 
With the capture of Springfield by early afternoon, the British forces 
stopped to rest, and that was as far as they went. Rather than rene1N the 
attack Knyphausen ordered a withdrawal after burning the village. The 
enraged Americans pursued the enemy, who continued their withdrawal 
until they reached the safety of Staten Island. 

Many Americans viewed the battle of Springfield as a defeat. But 
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never again did the British army invade New Jersey. The following year, 
when the Continental army marched through the state heading for York­
town and final victory, Sir Henry Clinton did not send an expedition into 
New Jersey to try to intercept it. 

26. Linda Grant DePauw: Fortunes of War: New Jersey Women 
and the American Revolution. Although the legal, political, social and 
economic status of women in New Jersey, as elsewhere, was low, they 
were strongly affected by the revolutionary war and made important 
contributions to its progress. 

Accustomed to hard and tedious labor in home and on farm, 
women took on the additional burdens left to them by their departed 
menfolk. Even in the prerevolutionary period many, individually and in 
"circle," expressed their patriotism and contributed to the non-importa­
tion pressure on England by spinning cloth and making clothes. Once 
the Revolution began, little thought was given to the applicability to them 
of the egalitarian principles of the Declaration of Independence. Women 
seemed to accept male domination without question. However, not all 
wives emulated the allegiance of their husbands, and in general they op­
posed the military participation of members of their family and encour­
aged desertion, both for affectionate and practical reasons. 

The state was rent by continuous Tory and patriot raiding and repri­
sal, guerrilla and bandit attacks, pillaging, burning and destroying, and or­
ganized foraging expeditions by both armies. Much of the suffering and 
some of the dying occurred in civilian homes and farms. So much more 
wanton and brutal were the actions of British troops, including the raping 
of women, that many neutralists turned to the patriot cause. It became in­
creasingly difficult for a family to keep going; for many of those heaqed 
by women the task grew impossible. Poverty and hunger were wide­
spread. 

In addition to their principal struggle in trying to keep family and 
farm from being destroyed, New Jersey women were involved in the war 
effort in other ways. They participated in a national effort by women to 
raise money to support the Continental army. Some were active on both 
sides in intelligence and spying activities, and a few-the "Molly Pitchers" 
- engaged in combat. Much more numerous were the women who, 
burned out of their homes and with no place else to go, or simply wishing 
to join their husbands, became camp followers. The largest number of 
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these were Loyalists who fled to overcrowded Nevv York, but there were 
many with their children who followed the armies in the field on cam­
paign or in winter quarters. They did much of the dirty work, but were 
considered encumbrances by the commanders and received short ra­
tions. Some with the British were reduced to prostitution. Fewer in num­
ber, women and children were tolerated by the American side to insure 
that the men would not desert. 

One benefit derived by New Jersey women from the Revolution was 
the franchise. The state constitution of 1776 allQ\.Ved all adult property­
owning inhabitants of the state to vote, which meant that well-to-do 
widows and spinsters, along with free blacks, were eligible to vote. This 
was subsequently confirmed by the election laws of 1790 and 1797. It 
was not until the latter year that substantial numbers of women exercised 
their prerogative. Despite this, there was no evidence of political interest 
among them or any attempt to support candidates or run for office. Nor 
was any voice raised to protest when in 1807 the legislature disenfran­
chised women and blacks. Thus, the gain made by the Revolution was 
destroyed. 

14. Frances D. Pingeon: Blacks in the Revolutionary Era. The colo­
nial division of East Jersey and West Jersey had a lasting effect on the 
development of slavery and on white attitudes tQ\.Vards blacks. Even be­
fore the coming of the English the northeastern communities that were 
part of Nevv Netherland had a sizeable number of blacks working the 
large Dutch estates, and their numbers were increased ~y the influx of 
English planters from the island of Barbados who bropght their slave 
gangs with them. During the eighteenth century over 1,0 percent of the 
population of East Jersey was black, with some townships having twice 
that. West Jersey had a much smaller number. The pine barrens in the 
south and the hills of the northwest were not suitable for extensive agri­
culture, and the rich farmlands of the lower Delaware Valley were inhab­
ited by Quakers, many of whom opposed slavery on religious grounds. 
Those slaves held by Quakers were treated better than their East Jersey 
counterparts, and West Jersey slave laws were humane by contemporary 
standards. By the time of the Revolution slavery was all but abandoned 
there. 

In East Jersey blacks were denied all human, civil and property 
rights. They were subjected to harsh treatment, including physical abuse, 
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and could be freed only if their masters were willing to undergo prohibi· 
tive financial penalties. So strong was the desire for freedom from bond· 
age that attempts at escape and rebellion were fairly frequent, despite the 
penalties of hanging and burning. When the two provinces were united 
as a royal colony in 1702, the stricter slave codes of East Jersey were 
adopted. 

The slaves were a significant factor in the economy of the province. 
Many learned agricultural and industrial skills and a few became edu· 
cated. 

As the revolutionary era began Quakers not only freed their slaves 
but also provided for the freedmen. They petitioned the assembly to re­
strict the importation of slaves into the colony and to ease the process of 
emancipation. Their appeal to the principles of equality and liberty enun­
ciated in the Declaration of Independence was opposed by the slave­
holders' defense of their property rights, and by popular fears in the 
counties near New York that blacks would support the Loyalist cause. 
Although some slaves did flee to the British to gain their freedom and 
others participated in enemy raids and spying, others fought in the Con­
tinental army and in the local militia. 

After the Revolution the abolitionists resumed their efforts. Some of 
the harsher measures of the slave codes were modified and voluntary 
manumission was allowed, but not until 1804 did New Jersey adopt a law 
for gradual abolition. Children born of slaves after that year would re­
main the servants of their mother's master until the age of twenty-one for 
females and twenty-five for males, when they would be legally free. Viola­
tion of the regulations persisted, as did slavery itself until it was made ille­
gal in 1846. The economic and social status of the New Jersey freedman 
remained one of subjection. At the start of the Civil War eighteen slaves 
were listed in the state census. 

10. Edward J. Cody: The Religious Issue in Revolutionary New 
Jersey. Religion and church affiliation played an important role in the 
Revolution. In New Jersey, as elsewhere, most colonists belonged to a 
church and took its teachings seriously. They believed that God was 
actively involved in the material as well as the spiritual world, and that He 
held individuals responsible for their actions. Along with political, eco­
nomic and societal factors, religious affiliation generally determined 
which side of the conflict individuals took. 
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The greatest adherence to the patriot cause occurred among Pres­
byterians, Dutch Reformed and Baptists. As dissenters they had been 
in the forefront of resistance in the years before the Revolution to the es­
tablishment of an Anglican bishopric in America, for civil libertarian as 
well as spiritual reasons. Jerseyans played a major role in this contest. 
One of the principal supporters of the bishopric was Thomas Bradbury 
Chandler, an Anglican minister in Elizabethtown. An outspoken oppo­
nent was William Livingston, who became the revolutionary governor of 
New Jersey. Calvinistic in doctrine, the Presbyterians, Dutch Reformed 
and Baptists came to regard British rule as corrupt and sinful and the 
ever-increasing imperial restrictions as necessitating repentance and re­
sistance. The strongest in numbers, unity and leadership were the Pres­
byterians, stimulated by the Great Awakening. In the forefront was the 
Reverend John Witherspoon, president of the College of New Jersey. In 
reprisal many of their churches were burned or ransacked and their 
homes and farms destroyed by British troops. 

- ~-- ·-
The greatest religious support for Britain came from the Anglicans, 

both because the king was the head of the Church of England and be­
cause they generally were drawn from the upper classes, were part of the 
colonial establishment, and tended to support order and authority. Most 
of their clergy fled behind British lines or returned to England, although 
a few attempted to remain in New Jersey. Almost all Tory leaders in the 
colony were Anglicans. The rank-and-file Anglicans who remained 
suffered at the hands of their patriot neighbors. West Jersey Quakers, 
because of their pacifist neutrality, were subjected to reprisals by both 
sides. 

The war was a source of great difficulty for all faiths, no matter 
which side they took. Churches were destroyed, ministers killed, congre­
gations divided, and religious observance disrupted, and it took many 
years for reconstruction to take place. The Anglican Church, identified 
with the defeated enemy, was rent, and then reconstituted in 1789 as the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. The Dutch Reformed Church was 
weakened by internal dissension. The small Methodist Church, which 
had lost most of its adherents during the war because of the Tory posi­
tion of its leadership, began a slow recovery. The Baptists in the state 
remained small in number. Harassment of the Quakers ended, as did 
their proselytizing efforts, which had been zealously pursued before the 
Revolution. Even the champions of the patriot cause, the Presbyterians, 
were not able to enhance their numbers. 
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In general, the closing decades of the eighteenth century evinced in 
New Jersey a decline in religious interest, partly as a postwar reaction to 
the earlier emotional fervor, partly because of the rise of rationalism and 
deism, and partly from the financial drain of economic depression. The 
major positive gains were the spread of religious toleration and the ad­
vent of the doctrine of the separation of church and state. 

1. Richard F. Hixson: The Press in Revolutionary New Jersey. The 
establishment of newspapers in New Jersey was related to the Revolu­
tion. Although nearly forty papers were published in the other colonies 
on the eve of the war, previous efforts to launch one in New Jersey had 
failed, principally because Philadelphia and New York papers circulated 
widely there. 

With the coming of the struggle for independence the press became 
critically important as the most effective instrument to reflect and mobil­
ize public opinion. The weekly journal increasingly supplanted broad­
sides, public notices, coffee-houses, taverns, itinerant preachers and post­
masters as a means of disseminating news. One of those who realized the 
need for a New Jersey newspaper was Governor William Livingston. As 
the fighting increased, several papers that had served New Jersey ceased 
publication to escape British suppression, while Tory journals continued 
to publish. Livingston convinced the legislature to subsidize the establish­
ment of a weekly journal to be edited by Isaac Collins, the state's public 
printer. 

The first edition of the New-Jersey Gazette was printed in Burling­
ton on December 5, 1777. Devoted primarily to the course of the war, 
the paper printed news of the fighting in the state and its environs based 
on eye-witness reports, and of events elsewhere gleaned from other 
American or British papers many months old. Livingston himself wrote 
essays under the pseudonym Hortentius, which appeared regularly in 
the paper. In addition, the Gazette printed legislative and other impor­
tant documents, as well as messages from General Washington. Collins 
did not limit his columns to military and political affairs but included so­
cial commentary, mercantile news, letters from subscribers, and adver­
tising. 

Beginning early in 1779 another weekly appeared on the scene: the 
New-Jersey Journal printed at Chatham by Shepard Kollock, a fiery pa­
triot. Located near Washington's forces encamped at Morristown, it 
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maintained a working relationship with the anny and printed many mili­
tary items, including notices to personnel to report to their units. 

The Gazette and the Journal were each four pages in length and, as 
was customary, included articles freely copied from other newspapers, as 
well as original local news and literary writings. Both Collins and Kollock 
employed journeymen and apprentice printers to aid in the exacting and 
time-consuming tasks of typesetting, layout, and running the hand-oper­
ated printing presses. A problem that continued to plague them was the 
shortage of newsprint, which was made by hand from rags. Like other 
printers during the Revolution, they made an important contribution to 
the development of journalism. The Gazette continued through the war 
to 1786. The Journal, which lasted in Chatham until 1783, was resumed 
in Elizabethtown where it is published to this day, the fourth oldest news­
paper in the country. 

24. Douglas Sloan: Education in New Jersey in the Revolutionary 
Era. Education in New Jersey during the revolutionary era influenced 
and was affected by the events of the time. It helped to shape the intellec­
tual ideas and the social and cultural climate for independence and revo­
lution, it provided revolutionary leaders from the ranks of educators, and 
it played a role in the postwar reorganization of society. 

Education in the late eighteenth century must be viewed in the 
broadest sense. Schools constituted only one form of education; much 
more important was the family which furnished essential social and vo­
cational skills and basic reading and writing instruction. In addition, there 
was the practice of apprenticeship. And there were the churches. Well 
educated ministers gave sermons, Bible classes, lectures and counseling 
which inculcated the values and customs of the community. Indeed, 
most formal schooling in New Jersey was provided by local churches. 

The prime objective of religious schools was to teach reading and 
writing so that all members of the group could study the Bible and learn 
the doctrines of their faith. But these basic skills were also increasingly 
valuable in daily living, occupations and public affairs. Another goal was 
to preserve sectarian and cultural traditions, including for the non-Eng­
lish their native language. Still another purpose was to promote human­
itarian programs, such as schools for the poor, orphans, apprentices, 
blacks, and Indians. In the forefront in these efforts were the Quakers, 
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and the Anglican Church with its Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. 

The major force that helped to transform education in New Jersey 
for its revolutionary role was the Great Awakening, a religious revival 
movement which swept the colonies in the middle third of the eighteenth 
century. Several New Jersey ministers, such as Theodorus Frelinghuysen 
and Gilbert Tennent, were in the forefront of evangelical programs which 
led to raging controversies and sectarian schisms. One effect of these 
conflicts was the founding of religious academies by different churches to 
train young men to spread their teachings. Another response was the 
establishment of two colleges in the province, the only colony with more 
than one. The College of New Jersey, founded by Presbyterian ministers, 
was chartered in 1746 and first located in Elizabethtown and Newark be­
fore it moved to Princeton in 1756. Queen's College, a Dutch Reformed 
institution chartered in 1766, barely got under way before the outbreak 
of the Revolution. 

The colleges were open to all. Although their major purpose was to 
train for the ministry, the curriculum was based upon the classics and the 
liberal arts, which were the established instruments for preparing for the 
other professions, as well as providing a general education. The College 
of New Jersey, through its president, faculty and students, became an in­
tellectual force in the movement tOVJards independence from Britain. 
President John Witherspoon, who also served in the state's Provincial 
Congress, was a delegate to the Continental Congress, and the only cler­
gyman to sign the Declaration of Independence. He made the college an 
intercolonial center of higher education that produced many of the na­
tion's political leaders. Both the College of Ne\V Jersey and Queen's 
College were disrupted by the war, and like the state's academies, ele­
mentary schools and churches, underwent intensive rebuilding when 
hostilities ended. The period after the war was one of rene\Ved activity 
and grOVJth of intellectual institutions both in numbers and variety. 

12. David L. CCM1en: Medicine in Revolutionary New Jersey. The 
status of medicine in New Jersey at the time of the Revolution was gen­
erally the same as in the other colonies. Although it had been the first 
colony to require the examination and licensing of physicians and the 
two American medical schools were in nearby Philadelphia and New 
York, only a small proportion of Ne\V Jersey practitioners had formal 
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medical education. The rest had either learned their trade through ap­
prenticeship or simply were self-appointed doctors. Because of the scar­
city of professionals, most Jerseyans cared for themselves, practicing 
folk medicine, learned in part from the Indians, and relying on widely dis­
seminated medical handbooks and imported patent medicines. The 
causes of diseases and of most illnesses were unknown; attention was 
focused on the treatment of symptoms, but even there basic diagnostic 
devices such as the stethescope, blood pressure apparatus and the clini­
cal thermometer were not in use. Surgery was limited to the setting of 
fractures, the removal of external growths, and the amputation of limbs. 
Anesthesia, asepsis and antisepsis were yet to be developed. The com­
mon treatments were bloodletting and blistering. The most widely used 
medicaments were Peruvian bark (which contained quinine) for malaria 
and other fevers, mercurous chloride or calomel, opium, Epsom salts, 
cantharides, camphor, potassium nitrate or saltpeter, and various other 
purgatives and emetics. 

This was the medical practice available to the American forces in 
the war. The Continental Congress established a medical department 
known as the "Hospital for the Army," which suffered from disorganiza­
tion, rivalry, corruption, inadequate supplies, and the lack of qualified 
personnel. There were three types of hospitals: general hospitals of a 
somewhat permanent nature maintained by the medical department; 
"flying hospitals" or temporary field installations; and regimental or in­
dependently run facilities. None of them had much equipment; those 
that had fully stocked medicine chests were fortunate. Surgeons used 
their own instruments, and patients brought their own blankets and lay 
on straw over an earthen floor. Those located in New Jer5ey during the 
early years of the conflict frequently had to be abandoned and the pa­
tients evacuated as the British approached. 

Disease was the principal cause of illness and death; the mortality 
rate from it was estimated nine times greater than from combat wounds. 
The most contagious diseases were smallpox, putrid fever (typhus or 
typhoid), and dysentery. In the first years, one-fourth to one-third of those 
in uniform were unfit for duty. A soldier had a 98 percent chance of sur­
vival on the battlefield, but only a 75 percent chance in a hospital. The 
drugs prescribed and the practices of "bleeding, purging and puking" 
were ineffective against most diseases and only weakened the patients. 
No treatment at all, except isolation, fresh air, good food and clean water 
would have accomplished more. Simple wounds could easily be dealt 
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with, provided infection was avoided, but the removal of bullets and the 
setting of broken bones were handled only by the most skilled. Com­
pound fractures and shattered bones necessitated amputation. 

As the war progressed rudimentary practices of sanitation , proper 
diet, ventilation, and clean clothing and bedding were on occasion intro­
duced where possible. During the first Morristown encampment, on or­
ders from General Washington, soldiers and civilians were inoculated 
against smallpox, thereby preventing an epidemic. At the second Morris­
town encampment in the winter of 1779-1780, despite extremely trying 
conditions, the number of fatalities from illness declined significantly. 

2. John P. Snyder: The Mapping of New Jersey in the American 
Revolution. In 1749 there appeared the first map correctly showing the 
outline of NelN Jersey. It was drawn by Lewis Evans. In 1777, in the midst 
of the Revolution, William Faden produced a beautifully executed map 
of the province as a part of his North American Atlas, but its internal de­
tails were no more accurate than the earlier effort. Nevertheless, it delin­
eated the thirteen counties, the cities of Perth Amboy, Burlington, NelN 
Brunswick and Elizabethtown, many of the villages and rivers, the post 
road from NelN York to Philadelphia which ran through Paulus Hook 
(Jersey City), Newark, Woodbridge, Ne...v Brunswick, Princeton and 
Trenton, and the line between East Jersey and West Jersey. 

The inaccuracy of existing maps required the opposing armies to 
make their own military surveys of New Jersey. The best of these was 
made by Robert Erskine, a staunch patriot who had come from Scotland 
in 1771 to manage the Ringwood Ironworks. At the urging of General 
Washington, Congress in 1777 commissioned Erskine geographer and 
surveyor general of the Continental army. With a small staff he prepared 
over one hundred maps, a third of which were of New Jersey. On his 
death in 1780 his assistant, Simeon DeWitt, succeeded him and carried 
the work forward. These maps, drawn to a scale of one-half mile to the 
inch, covered most of the state and were extremely accurate but they 
were not published because of the lack of funds. 

Another set of maps was made by the British army, which had the 
advantage of a professional engineering and surveying staff. Its principal 
cartographer for New Jersey was John Hills. Not as accurate as Erskine, 
Hills produced an unpublished atlas of most of New Jersey, the only one 
for any state during the Revolution. He settled in Philadelphia after the 
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war and became a surveyor and draftman; in 1796 he produce'd a fine 
map of northeast New Jersey. 

A third but smaller set of military maps of the state was made in 
1781 by Louis-Alexandre Berthier, an engineer in the French army. 
These maps were part of a field project that traced the Franco-American 
army's route from Providence, Rhode Island, to Elkton, Maryland, on its 
march to the victory at Yorktown. Six of these handsome watercolor 
maps covered New Jersey. 

After the war American cartography made major strides. Christo­
pher Colles, in a book published in 1789, produced the first set of road 
maps of the country. A dozen of them were of New Jersey, based on his 
own survey and the Erskine-DeWitt maps. Six years later there ap­
peared the first American-made atlas. It included a map of the state by 
Samuel Lewis, which was only slightly more <:i.ccurate than Faden's map. 
It would take may more years, refinements in surveying and cartography, 
the formation of the New Jersey Gelological Survey, the participation of 
the federal government, and finally aerial photography, before a satisfac­
tory degree of accuracy could be achieved. 

11. Charles H. Kaufman: The Music of Eighteenth Century New 
Jersey. Despite the difficulties and demands of life during the eighteenth 
century, Jerseyans, like other colonists, found time and energy to par­
take in musical activities. Although little is known about the vocal and in­
strumental folk music carried over from Europe, it must have played an 
important role in daily life. 

The most important formal music was that related to religious activi­
ties. Because of the diversity of denominations in the colony and the 
emphasis that most placed upon sacred music in their services, there was 
a high degree of musical participation. The non-English churches, in 
particular, emphasized psalm singing by the congregation, at first in the 
native tongue but by the Revolution mostly in English. Among them were 
the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church, concentrated in the south; 
the Dutch Reformed Church in the northeastern counties, which held 
that psalm singing was an obligation of each member of the congrega­
tion; and the German Lutheran and Pietest sects, which had a strong in­
terest in instrumental music. The earliest known organ in the province 
was used in 1750 in the Zion Lutheran Church at New GermantQ\Nn 
where there appeared the first organist, Jacob Klein. The Moravians in 
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Hope used violins, French horns and trombones, as well as the organ, 
a native one built by David Tannenberg. Among the British churches the 
Presbyterians placed the strongest emphasis on vocal music. Psalms 
were sung line by line, first by the "Choristers" and then by the entire 
congregation. 

Secular music in America came into its own during and after the 
Revolution. However, in 1759 an ode was performed at the College of 
New Jersey and was followed by a musical pageant. The composer of 
these works was a student, James Lyon. Although he and the more fa­
mous Francis Hopkinson pursued their careers outside the state, both 
came from New Jersey. Schools and private tutors provided instruction 
in vocal and instrumental technique; the latter, particularly in piano, 
violin and flute, was taught only to males. Schools that offered these les­
sons charged special fees, considering music an "ornamental" study ra­
ther than a part of the curriculum. The most professional of the teachers 
was Dr. George Jackson, composer and performer, who came from En­
gland and spent the closing years of the century in New Brunswick. 
Andrew Law, a native teacher and composer of music, at times worked 
in the state, and his music books were sold here. Also in New Jersey 
were two instrument designers, James McLean and the more prominent 
John Hawkins, who invented the upright piano. 

The revolutionary war served as a stimulus to music. The regular 
army and the militia made much use of fifes, drums and bugles for march­
ing and battle signals, and this practice created a large pool of musicians 
in later years. Independence Day celebrations invariably included perfor­
mances by local military bands and choirs. 

Lacking the concentrated population of Philadelphia or New York, 
public concerts in the state were much less frequent than in those cities. 
The first known concert took place in Princeton in 1 794 and included 
English vocal and instrumental pieces played by professional and ama­
teur artists. The quality and the number of performances rose during the 
next few years. 

23. Suzanne Corlette: The Fine and the Useful Arts in New Jersey, 
i 750-1800. Agricultural New Jersey, lacking large population centers, 
and close to Philadelphia and New York, had few residents engaged in 
the fine arts but a significant number in those crafts which drew upon 
native raw materials. 

LI.? 



Arts 

One craft that began early and developed into a flourishing industry 
was pottery making. Most commonly used was the red brick clay found 
along the Delaware River and between Elizabethtown and Trenton. It 
had to be glazed to be made impermeable, and if lead was used in vessels 
that stored acidic foods there was a serious danger of lead poisoning. A 
finer, denser blue clay found around Raritan and Newark bays was used 
for the harder, more vitreous stoneware which could be glazed in the ini­
tial firing. The earliest pottery enterprise in the colony was established in 
the 1680s by Dr. Daniel Coxe, who became governor of West Jersey. In 
the eighteenth century potteries became widespread, most of them fam­
ily operations. A center of the production of stoneware developed in 
the South Amboy area. With the coming of the Revolution, pottery mak­
ing was disrupted, but because of its sound beginning it became a flour­
ishing industry in the nineteenth century. 

The presence in southern New Jersey of abundant amounts of high 
quality sand, forest for charcoal and potash, and rivers for navigation 
made possible the development of prominent glass works. The first was 
established by Casper Wistar and several German glassmen in the 
1730s along Alloways Creek near Salem. The United Glass Co. turned 
out bottles of many shapes and sizes, window panes, and medical and 
scientific glassware. 

Another industry that developed in the colony in mid-century be­
cause of the presence of the necessary raw materials was bog iron. The 
ore was formed in the swamps of the pine barrens, the charcoal was 
made from the abundant forests, clam and oyster shells provided the 
limestone, and the streams furnished the pO\A/er for smelting the ore and 
forging the pig iron. Farm tools, kettles, tubs and stove plates were cast. 
Forged iron was manufactured into horseshoes, wagon tires, fine tools, 
and household hardware and utensils. The iron industry also flourished 
in the hills of northern and northwestern New Jersey, where hard iron 
ore was found. 

Furniture and cabinet making and some clock making were carried 
on in the colony during the eighteenth century. The rococo Chippendale 
style was widely follO\A/ed. One center was in the New Brunswick-Eliza­
bethtown area, which was influenced by Jersey Dutch and Nev,1 England 
tastes; the other center was along the lower Delaware and was influenced 
by the Quakers. Most of the craftsmen who worked with wood made a 
variety of objects. The clock makers were generally silversmiths as well, 
itinerants who utilized coins and flatware for raw material. 
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SUMMARY OF PAMPHLETS 

The principal expression of the fine arts in the colony was in archi­
tecture. Influenced by Sir Christopher Wren, who helped to rebuild Lon­
don after the fire of 1666, American builder-carpenters favored the bal­
anced and symmetrical style known as Georgian. Outstanding New Jer­
sey examples were Nassau Hall in Princeton, the brick and sandstone 
Dey Mansion in present Passaic County, which shows the Dutch influ­
ence, and the frame Ford Mansion at Morristown. 

What painting there was in Nei..v Jersey consisted of portraiture 
done generally by itinerant artists who were also sign and house painters. 
The best known painters associated with the state were John Watson, 
Joseph Wright, William Dunlop, and many-sided Francis Hopkinson. In 
addition, Patience Lovell Wright developed wax sculpture into a fine art. 
With the coming of the Revolution, American art passed through a trans­
ition and emerged into the classicism of the Federal period. 
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II. Bibliography 

This section offers a selective list of books that deal generally with the 
American Revolution and specifically with aspects of Ne\N Jersey's revo­
lutionary experience. To avoid duplication of categories, each section of 
the eight into which the bibliography is divided contains general works as 
well as those dealing with Ne\N Jersey.· The author has placed entries 
in the most appropriate category, though many books might apply to 
more than one. In general the bibliographic headings conform roughly 
to the pamphlet sequence suggested in the Introduction (p. 5). As noted 
in the Introduction, all books except those of extreme importance pub­
lished before 1900 have been omitted. Inaccessible material such as 
doctora.l dissertations, highly technical articles, or material published in 
obscure journals has also been omitted. 

A General Works 

Colonial Heritage, Including the Bicenten­
nial Chronicle. Eight monthly issues pub­
lished during school•year; $5.00. P.O. Box 
1776, Bound Brook, NJ 08805. Each 
issue contains a variety of articles on 
colonial, revolutionary and Bicentennial 
subjects, as well as advertisements for re­
lated material. 

Cunningham, John T. New Jersey, Amer­
ica's Main Road. NE!\11 York: Doubleday, 
1966. Objective, balanced and written for 
the general reader in a lively journalistic 

style. A portion of the book covers the late 
colonial and revolutionary periods. 

Distinguished Lecture Series. 1973-1974. 
Eighteen lectures by prominent Americans 
on the nature and the future of the Amer­
ican Revolution. Available in pamphlets at 
$1.00 each, discount on 25 copies or 
more, from American Enterprise Institute, 
1150 Seventeenth St. N.W., Washington, 
DC20036. 

Editors, The. 200 Years. Vol. I. NE!\11 York: 
US News and World Report, 1974. A 
lavishly illustrated history of the United 
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States. Timed for the Bicentennial it "post­
holes" the nation's principal developments 
and movements. The first portion of the 
volume deals with the late colonial and 
revolutionary eras. 

Ferguson, E. James. The American Reuo­
lution: A General History, 1763-1790. 
Homewood, Ill.: Dorsey Press, 1974. A 
brief but thorough review of the events 
leading to independence, of the Revolu­
tion itself, and the period that followed, 
with special attention to the social and eco­
nomic forces that affected American Ufe. 

Griscom, Lloyd. The Down Jersey Men: 
Spirited Adventures, Informal History. 
Riverside, N.J.: South Jersey Publications, 
1%3. Readable sketches of people, places 
and events dealing with South Jersey his­
tory, with much historical and biographical 
material on the revolutionary period. 

Kull, Irving Stoddard, ed. New Jersey, A 
History. 6 vols.; New York: American His­
torical Society, 1930-1932. Volumes one 
and two contain monographs emphasizing 
cultural and sociological subjects in the late 
colonial and revolutionary periods. 

Lee, Francis Bazley. New Jersey as a Col­
ony and as a State. 5 vols.; New York: The 
Publishing Society of New Jersey, 1902. 
Volumes one and two contain .a number of 
excellent monographs on New Jersey life 
during the late colonial and revolutionary 
eras. Based largely upon newspaper and 
manuscript sources. 

McCormick, Richard P. New Jersey from 
Colony to State, 1609-1789. Princeton: 
D. Van Nostrand Co., 1964. A synthesis of 
the complex factors, forces and factions 
involved in New Jersey's transformation 
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from a dependent colony to a sovereign 
state. 

Myers, William Starr. The Story of New 
Jersey. 5 vols.; New York: Lewis Historical 
Publishing Co., 1945. First three volumes, 
emphasizing economic and social develop­
ments, contain portions dealing with the 
late colonial and revolutionary periods. 

Proceedings of the New Jersey Historical 
Society: A Magazine of History, Biography, 
and Genealogy. Newark: New Jersey His­
torical Society. A new series begun in 1916 
and published quarterly; starting in 1967 
title was changed to New Jersey History, 
also published as a quarterly. The publica­
tion includes individually authored articles, 
some scholarly and others written for the 
general reader. Many deal with the late 
colonial and revolutionary periods. 

Studley, Miriam V., comp. Historic New 
Jersey Through Visitors' Eyes. Princeton: 
D. Von Nostrand Co., 1964. Compilation 
of selected accounts of life in New Jersey 
as described by foreign and native visitors 
to the state. Several describe late colonial 
and revolutionary scenes. 

Whitehead, William A, et al., eds. Archives 
of the State of New Jersey .... First series, 
42 vols.; Various Places: State of New Jer­
sey, 1880-1949. Primary source material 
on the state's early history. Volumes in· 
elude ne1Nspaper extracts, wills, etc. Avail­
able in most reference and co)lege 
libraries. 

Worton, Stanley N., et. al. New Jersey: Past 
and Present; A Record of Achievement. 
Ne\.IJ York: Hayden Books, 1964. This 
comprehensive text has one chapter de­
voted to the events in New Jersey leading 
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up to the Revolution and the state's major 
role In the war. 

Wright, William C., ed. New Jersey in the 
American Revolution: Political and Social 
Conflict. Rev. ed., Trenton: New Jersey 
Historical Commission, 1974. Contains 
essays dealing with the corning of the 
Revolution to Nev..r Jersey, blacks and the 
Jersey Dutch, and other topics. 

__ . New Jersey in the American Revolu­
tion II. Trenton: New Jersey Historical 
Commission, 1973. Contains papers deal­
ing with Governor William Llvingston, the 
Whigs of East Jersey, British and French 
map makers and maps depicting Nev..r 
Jersey. 

__ .New Jersey in the American Revolu­
tion III. Trenton: New Jersey Historical 
Commission, 1976. Contains papers on 
Abraham Clark, William Paterson, the 
New Jersey soldier, and production of war 
materiel. 

B. Political and 
Constitutional History 

Abernathy, Thomas P. Western Lands and 
the American Revolution. New York: D. 
Appleton-Century Co., 1937. An excellent 
discussion of speculation in western lands 
during the revolutionary period. 

Ballyn, Bernard. The Ideological Origins 
of the American Revolution. Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1967. 
Emphasizing the moral and polltical 
causes of the Revolution and drawing 
on primary pamphlet material, the author 
examines the intellectual and emotional 
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factors that brought about the break with 
England. 

Bebout, John E. The Making of the New 
Jersey Constitution. Trenton: MacCrellish 
& Quigley Co., 1945. A thorough, scholar­
ly examination of the constitution-making 
process with analysis of the document's 
provisions. 

Becker, Carl L. The Declaration of Inde­
pendence. New York: Alfred A Knopf, 
1942. A classic examination of the roots 
of the great document. 

Bemis, Samuel Flagg. The Diplomacy of 
the American Revolution. Bloomington, 
Ind.: Indiana University Press, 1957. A very 
thorough, balanced analysis of the role of 
diplomacy in the American Revolution. 

Bernstein, David A, ed. Minutes of the 
Governor's Privy Council, 1777-1789. 
Trenton: New Jersey State Llbrary, 1974. 
The minutes of a body created originally to 
circumscribe the constitutional powers of 
the governor under the New Jersey Con­
stitution of 1776. In reallty, the council 
helped William Llvingston achieve and ex­
ercise extraordinary authority as wartime 
governor of the state. 

Boudinot, Ellas. Journal of Historical Re­
collections of American Events During the 
Revolutionary War. Nev..r York: New York 
Times, 1968. Orlginallypubllshed in 1894, 
this volume provides personal reminiscen­
ces by the author of his role as commissary 
general of prisoners In the Continental 
army, his contacts with General Washing­
ton, and his presidency of the Continental 
Congress. 
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Boudinot, J.J., ed. The Life, Public Ser­
vices, Addresses and Letters of Elias Bou­
dinot ... . New York: Da Capo Press, 
1971. First published in 1896 this two-vol­
ume work is an excellent source for first 
hand accounts of those events before, dur­
ing and after the Revolution of which Bou­
dinot was a participant or observer. 

Collins, Varnum L. The Continental Con­
gress at Princeton. Princeton: Princeton 
University Library, 1908. A thoroughly 
detailed and scholarly account of the activ­
ities of Congress during its sessions at 
Princeton, June 30-November 4, 1783. 

Conductor Genera/is. New York: Amo 
Press, 1972. First published in Philadel­
phia in 1722 and then reprinted through­
out the eighteenth century, this was the 
first colonial handbook on the justice of 
the peace and the role of juries. It con­
stituted a highly practical and influential 
law book for the colonists. 

Cunliffe, Marcus. George Washington: 
Man and Monument. Boston: Little, 
Br<:l\Nn & Co., 1958. A very short biog­
raphy that succeeds in humanizing its 
subject. 

Davidson, Philip G. Propoganda and the 
American Reuolution, 1763-1783. Chapel 
Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina 
Press, 1941. An examination of patriot and 
Tory propaganda efforts. The author ad­
vances reasons for patriot success in win­
ning many neutrals for the rebel cause. 

Erdman, Charles R., Jr. The New Jersey 
Constitution of 1 776. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1929. Scholarly, straight­
fotward account of the adoption of New 
Jersey's first constitution and analysis of Its 
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features, especially those Influences result­
ing in legislative dominance of the govern­
ment. 

Fisher, Edgar J. New Jersey as a Royal 
Province, 1738 to 1776. New York: AMS 
Press, 1967. A reprint which provides a 
thorough account of developments in the 
colony leading up to revolution. 

Gerlach, Larry R. Prologue to Indepen­
dence: New Jersey in the Coming of the 
American Revolution, 1763-1776. New 
Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1975. 
A thorough examination of the events, 
issues and individuals involved in the 
movement of Jerseyans towards indepen­
dence. 

__ , ed. New Jersey in the American 
Revolution, 1763-1783: A Documentary 
History. Trenton: New Jersey Historical 
Commission, 1975. A skillfully edited and 
interpreted collection of letters, official 
documents, journal entries, and newspa­
per accounts which presents the coming of 
the Revolution to and the events of the 
war in New Jersey. 

Green, Jacob. Obseruations on the Recon­
ciliation of Great-Britain and the Colonies. 
Trenton: New Jersey Historical Commis­
sion, 1976. Reprint of 1776 edition. First 
published advocacy of independence by 
a Jerseyan. Interpretive essay and biog­
raphy of Green by Larry. R. Gerlach. · 

Jensen, Merrill. The Articles of Confeder­
ation: An Interpretation of the Social-Con­
stitutional History of the American Revolu­
tion, 1774-1781. Madison, Wis.: University 
of Wisconsin Press, 1940. An excellent 
synthesis of earlier studies on the subject · 
described In the sub-title. 
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. The New Nation: A History of the 
United States During the Confederation, 
1781-1789. New York: Alfred A Knopf, 
1950. A fine analysis of the Confederation 
period strongly supporting the Antifederal­
ist position. 

Kemmerer, Donald L. Path to Freedom: 
The Struggle for Self Government in Colo­
nial New Jersey, 1703-1776. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1940. Scholar­
ly, well-written and comprehensive exam­
ination of eighteenth century New Jersey 
leading up to the Revolution, stressing the 
poUtical conflicts between the royal gover· 
nors and the people. 

Lockard, Duane. The New Jersey Gover­
nor: A Study in Political Power. Princeton: 
D. Von Nostrand Co., 1964. A brief, schol­
arly examination of the political activities 
and contributions made by the governors 
of the state throughout its history. The first 
part deals with the colonial and Revolu­
tionary periods. 

McCormick, Richard P. Experiment in In­
dependence: New Jersey in the Critical 
Period, 1781-1789. New Brunswick: Rut· 
gers University Press, 1950. Analysis of the 
restoration of the state after the war, the 
establishment of institutions of self-govern­
ment, the development of permanent re· 
lations among the states, and the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution. 

__ . The History of Voting in New Jersey: 
A Study of the Development of Election 
Machinery, 1664-1911. New Brunswick: 
Rutgers University Press, 1953. This schol­
arly, carefully researched analysis stresses 
the close relation between electoral reform 
and practical politics and devotes some at­
tention to the late colonial and revolution­
ary periods. 
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Main, Jackson T. The Antifedera/ists: Crit­
ics of the Constitution, 1781-1788. Chapel 
Hill, N.C.: Published for the Institute of 
Early American History and Culture, at 
Williamsburg, Virginia, by University of 
North Carolina Press, 1961. A thorough 
examination of the Antifederalist position 
in the postrevolutionary constitutional 
struggle. 

Miller, John C. Origins of the American 
Revolution. Stanford, Cal.: Stanford Uni­
versity Press, 1959. An examination of the 
roots of the Revolution which stresses psy­
chological causes and makes extensive use 
of newspaper sources. 

Morgan, Edmund S. and Helen M. The 
Stamp Act Crisis: Prologue to Revolution. 
Chapel Hill N.C.: Published for the Insti· 
tute of Early America,n History and Cul­
ture, at Williamsburg, Virginia, by Univer· 
sity of North Carolina Press, 1953. An ex­
cellent analysis of the constitutional con­
flict between Americans and the British 
government, with particular attention to 
colonial responses to the Stamp Act and 
to the issue of parliamentary powers of 
taxation. 

Palmer, Robert R. The Age of the Demo­
cratic Revolution: A Political History of 
Europe and America, 1760-1800. Volume 
I: The Challenge. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1959. A lengthy, detailed, 
but well written examination of the Ameri· 
can Revolution in the context of eigh­
teenth century Western intellectual devel· 
opments. 

Pomfret, John E. Colonial New Jersey: A 
History, New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1973. A one-volume ·history of a 
complex subject. The author deals with the 
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continuing antagonism between colonial 
governors and legislatures, tax policies, 
and land problems. 

Rossiter, Clinton P. 1787, The Grand 
Convention. New York: MacMillan, 1966. 
A highly readable, thorough analysis of the 
political intelligence and skill of the Found­
ing Fathers. 

Schlesinger, Arthur M. Prelude to Inde­
pendence: The Newspaper War on Bri~ 
ain, 1764-1776. New York: Alfred A 
Knopf, 1958. A thorough study of the col­
onial press just prior to the Revolution and 
its role in guiding public opinion towards 
the break with England. 

Whisenhunt, Donald W., ed. Delegate 
from New Jersey: The Journal of John Fell. 
Port Washington, N.Y.: Kennikat Press, 
1973. An annotated edition of the com­
plete journal of a little kn0\.1111 delegate to 
the Continental Congress which reveals 
the day-to-day functioning of that body 
over a two-year period. It also contains a 
short biography of Fell and capsule biog­
raphies of his contemporaries. 

Wright, William C., ed. The Development 
of the New Jersey Legislature, From Colo­
nial Times to the Present. Trenton: New 
Jersey Historical Commission, 1976. 
Three papers, delivered at a commemor­
ative symposium in 1975, analyzing the 
pOVJers and workings of the legislature 
under each of New Jersey's three consti­
tutions. The first essay, by Larry R. Ger­
lach, describes the constitution of 1776 
and its colonial antecedents. 
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C. Military Affairs 

Bakeless, John E. Turncoats, Traitors and 
Heroes. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, Co., 
1959. A vivid, readable and well-docu­
mented account of espionage during the 
revolutionary war, with much material on 
Nevv Jersey as a center of clandestine intel­
ligence activity by both sides. 

Bill, Alfred H. Campaign of Princeton, 
1776-1777. Princeton: Princeton Univer­
sity Press, 1948. ShOVJs hOVJ the battle of 
Princeton was a necessary follCM1-up to 
Trenton In all but forcing the British out of 
the state and thwarting for a time their ad· 
vance on Philadelphia, as well as giving the 
patriot cause an essential boost in morale. 

__ . New Jersey and the Revolutionary 
War. Princeton: D. Van Nostrand, Co., 
1964. Full survey of the war in the state 
with emphasis upon critical battles and the 
civil war between Loyalists and patriots in 
the state. 

Boatner, Mark M., Ill. Encyclopedia of the 
American Revolution. New York: David 
McKay, 1966. Copious information, main· 
ly military, about the American Revolution. 
Well illustrated. Nevv Jersey events fully 
covered. 

Butcher, Herbert B. The Battle of Trenton, 
Including Its Historical Setting. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1934. An illus­
trated account which attributes great mili­
tary skill to Washington and credits the at­
tack with saving the Continental army from 
disaster. 
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Dupuy, R. Ernest and Trevor N. The Com­
pact History of the Revolutionary War. 
New York: Hawthorn Books, 1963. An au­
thoritative military analysis of the war 
which discusses the importance of the bat­
tles and military deployments in the state. 

Editors, The. The American Heritage Book 
of the Revolution. New York: American 
Heritage, 1958. A well-written, copiously 
illustrated volume on the American Revo­
lution which devotes much attention to the 
New Jersey scene. 

Fast, Howard. The Crossing. New York: 
William Morrow Co., 1971. A vivid depic­
tion of the circumstances surrounding the 
famous crossing of the Delaware River. 

Fleming, Thomas. The Forgotten Victory: 
The Battle for New Jersey-1780. New 
York: Readers Digest Press, 1973. Well 
written, easy-to-read (but well docu­
mented) account of the battle of Spring­
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Flexner, James T. George Washington. 
4 vols.; Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 
1965-1972. A massive study of the man 
and his enormous influence in the revolu­
tionary war and the early years of the re­
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__ .Washington, The Indispensable Man. 
Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1974. This 
one-volume biographical distillation brings 
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Frothingham, Thomas G, Washington, 
Commander in Chief Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1930. Illustrated and written 
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one deals with the early development of 
Passaic and its surrounding communities. 

Snyder, John P. The Story of New Jersey's 
Civil Boundaries, 1606-1968. Trenton: 
Bureau of Geology and Topography, 
1 %9. A definitive source with excellent 
maps on changing county and municipal 
boundaries through the state's history, 
including the late colonial and revolution­
ary periods. 

Thayer, Theodore. Colonial and Revolu­
tionary Morris County. Morristown: The 
Morris County Heritage Commission, 
1975. A detailed account of an important 
area in revolutionary New Jersey. 

__ . As We Were. The Story of Old Eliza­
bethtown. Elizabeth: Published for the New 
Jersey Historical Society by the Grass­
mann Publishing Company, Inc., 1964. 
(Volume XIII in the Collections of the New 
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Jersey Historical Society). A thorough his­
tory of revolutionary New Jersey's largest 
town, published in its tricentennial year. 

Trenton Historical Society. A History of 
Trenton, 1679-1929. Two vols.; Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1929. The first 
volume contains much material on early 
times. 

Van Winkle, Daniel. Old Bergen, History 
and Reminiscences. Jersey City: John W. 
Harrison, 1902. This work traces the evo­
lution of this early Dutch community into 
the Industrial cities of Jersey City and Ho­
boken, focusing upon the people and so­
cial life. 

Vervaet, Ryerson. The Valley of Homes; 
The Valley, Yaupough, Oakland, 1695-
1952. Oakland: Rftieth Anniversary Com­
mittee, 1952. An interesting suivey of the 
Ramapo Valley focusing upon social and 
family life and economic development. 

Wall, John P. The Chronicles of New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, 1667-1931. New 
Brunswick: Thatcher-Anderson Co., 1931. 
A scholarly monograph on the develop­
ment of the city with much material on the 
late colonial and revolutionary periods. 

Westervelt, Frances A, ed. History of Ber­
gen County, New Jersey, 1630-1923. 
Three vols.; New York: Lewis Historical 
Publishing Co., 1923. Volume one in­
cludes much material on the county's early 
development. 

Weygandt, Cornelius. Down Jersey: Folks 
and Their Jobs, Pine Barrens, Salt Marsh 
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and Sea Islands. Nw York: D. Appleton­
Century Co., 1940. An easy-to-read anec­
dotal work dealing with the folkways and 
customs of a unique section of the state. 

Whitehead, John. The Passaic Valley, New 
Jersey in Three Centuries. Two vols.; 
Ne\V York: Ne\V Jersey Genealogical Co., 
1901. Volume one deals with the area dur­
ing the late colonial and revolutionary 
periods. 



III. Classroom Activities 

This list is designed to be suggestive and representative rather than 
exhaustive, and includes items that reflect differing interests and ability 
levels. The teacher, assisted by the students, is the best judge and formu­
lator of what is most appropriate. 

A Class Projects 

1. Establish class "committees of correspondence" to exchange views 
on issues of interest to students. 

2. Have students construct models, dioramas or flat or relief maps of 
events of the Revolution. 

3. Have students write and enact a short play about an event of the 
Revolution that happened in or near your town. 

4. Have students participate in a sociodrama which reflects the con­
flicts during the Revolution between New Jersey patriots and Loyal­
ists or between moderate and radical patriots. 

5. Produce a bulletin board of display materials or a mural with taped 
student commentary about the Revolution. 

6. Have a team of students make a large military map of New Jersey 
showing the location of the battles, encampments and major skirm­
ishes and the routes follO\.Ved by the American and British armies. 
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7. Undertake an oral history project involving the oldest inhabitants of 
your town, eliciting their recollections of life there. 

8. Make an "almanac of liberty" listing the principal laws, constitutions, 
charters, grants and court cases from colonial times to the present 
that have affected civil liberties in New Jersey. 

9. Have students publish a newspaper of current events, features, and 
advertisements, using the format of the New-Jersey Gazette, New­
Jersey Journal or another newspaper of the revolutionary era. 

10. Have students compose poems, ballads and odes on revolutionary 
themes. 

11. Have students engage in role playing, taking the part of people in­
volved in the Revolution. For example, a Mount Holly Quaker, a 
Bergen County Dutch farmer, a Scots-Irish frontiersman, a Newark 
apprentice, a Monmouth County Loyalist. 

12. Have students produce posters, handbills, and newspaper cartoons 
reflecting revolutionary era propaganda of both sides. 

13. Organize a mock New Jersey Provincial Congress representing the 
colony's thirteen counties, and have it debate and act upon the 
issues that faced that body in the spring of 1776, with student-dele­
lates representing the divergent opinions of the time rather than 
their O\.Vn. (A readily available guide to this activity is the Jerseymen 
Student History Program of the New Jersey Historical Society. The 
Society has sponsored such programs in the past and may be con­
tacted for advice and assistance. 230 Broadway, Newark 07104.) 

14. Set up a series of "Meet the Press" programs, each with a separate 
team of student-reporters who have carefully prepared for it. Pro­
grams should feature such revolutionary figures as William Franklin, 
Elias Boudinot, William Livingston, Richard Stockton, John Wither­
spoon, Baron Wilhelm von Knyphausen and George Washington. 

8. Group Discussion Topics 

1. If you were in Governor William Franklin's place between 1774 and 
1776, what would you have done? Why? 

2. Support or attack the following contention: New Jersey's geograph­
ic features were a principal reason for its role in the revolutionary 
war. 

3. Have natural or man-made factors had a greater effect on life in 
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New Jersey from the Revolution to the present? Cite examples. 
4. How does the system of law enforcement and justice employed to­

day compare to its counterpart during the revolutionary era? 
5. In what ways was the revolutionary war conducted in a more hu­

mane fashion than twentieth century wars? 
6. The American Revolution has been referred to by historians as a 

"middle class revolution." What is meant by this and why do you 
feel that the label is or is not justified? 

7. Why was the British army not more effective in its Jersey campaigns 
and battles? 

8. Why do you believe that the social structure of society in New Jersey 
today is more rigid or less rigid than it was in revolutionary times? 

9. Why is the ethnic group or groups that controlled your town or lo­
cale during the revolutionary era still dominant or no longer dom­
inant at present? 

10. Why has New Jersey which, at the outbreak of the Revolution, was 
backward economically and had one of the smallest populations, 
developed into a highly industrialized, heavily populated, dynamic 
state? 

11. Describe some significant improvements in medical services in New 
Jersey since revolutionary times. 

12. How do the changes in the administration and curriculum of 
schools today reflect changes in the purpose of education, com­
pared to those of colo!1ial times? 

13. According to your definition of patriotism, are Americans more or 
less patriotic today than they were at the time of the Revolution? 
Why? 

14. In what ways may the American Revolution be looked upon as an 
unfinished revolution, still continuing today? 

15. Which of the following most sharply divided the American people: 
the revolutionary war, the Civil War, the Viet Nam War? Why? 

16. What parallels in civic courage can be drawn from contemporary 
affairs to the five Jerseyans who signed the Declaration of Indepen­
dence? 

17. Defend or attack the viewpoint that the "internal revolution" in New 
Jersey during the revolutionary era was minimal. 

18. Why have or have not the principles of the American Revolution 
and the Declaration of Independence been fulfilled? 

67 



CLASSROOM ACTMTIES 

19. Why were the developments of the period 1783-1789 and the 
adoption of the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution as much a part of the American Revolution as the war 
itself? 

20. In what ways can Americans of today give expression to our revolu-
tionary heritage? 

21. Just as those who lived during the revolutionary period had to make 
hard choices, so do Americans today. What types of hard choices 
do students and adults have to face? 

22. What aspects of life in New Jersey have changed the most and what 
aspects the least from revolutionary times to the present? 

C. Independent Study Projects: 

1. Compile a list of major events and their dates that occurred in New 
Jersey during the revolutionary era which deserve Bicentennial 
commemoration. 

2. Determine as fully as possible the role of your town and its people 
in the revolutionary war. 

3. What were the geographic, political, economic and ethnic factors 
in the initial settlement of your town. 

4. Do a photographic essay about local or nearby revolutionary war 
. sites. 

5. For the area within a ten-mile radius of your town determine how 
many place names can be related to revolutionary war events and 
people. 

6. Determine the processes by which muskets, cannon and ammuni­
tion were manufactured in New Jersey during the revolutionary war. 

7. Compare the mode of living in New Jersey during the revolutionary 
era with that of today, including such aspects as food and food pre­
paration, clothing, housing and family structure. 

8. Describe leisure activities of the present which existed in revolution­
ary times. 

9. Determine how the curriculum of New Jersey's schools and colleges 
in the late colonial period reflected the values of society. 

10. Determine the structure, composition, powers and procedures of 
New Jersey's General Assembly and Provincial Council on the eve 
of the Revolution. 
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11. Compare the use of economic warfare in the American Revolution 
with that of the twentieth century. 

12. Examine original manuscripts of revolutionary war diaries, letters, 
or memoirs written by Jerseyans which are located in nearby li­
braries, to determine what insights they provide that might not be 
found in published works. 

13. Compare the provisions of the New Jersey constitutions of 1776, 
1844, and 1947. . 

14. Compare the powers of the governor under the New Jersey consti­
tution of 1776 with that of the royal governor in the colonial period, 
and with the powers of the governor today. 

15. Select one of the clauses of the bill of rights of New Jersey's present 
constitution and trace its evolution since 1776, with special attention 
to the statutes and court decisions that have affected its develop­
ment. 

16. Compare the ethnic composition of your tO\.Vn or locale for fifty­
year periods, starting with the census of 1790 and ending with 1970. 

17. Describe all the physical evidence you can observe of the presence, 
past or current, of different ethnic groups in your community. 

18. Determine the factors that originally attracted to specific locales 
each of the ethnic elements living in New Jersey at the time of the 
Revolution. 

19. Interview individuals in your community who can trace their ances­
try to the Revolution. Ask them to show you whatever evidence they 
have about their ancestors. Search local libraries for other evidence. 

20. Catalog the occupations of revolutionary times that still exist, those 
that no longer exist, and the more prominent occupations of the 
present that did not exist in the revolutionary era. 

21. Using a road map, for the area within a twenty-five-mile radius from 
where you live determine the place names that reveal a non-native, 
non-English origin. 

22. Determine how the changes in the administration and curriculum of 
schools today reflect changes in the purpose of education, com­
pared to those of late colonial times. 

23. Compare the advances in democratizing the machinery of self· 
government made in the past fifteen years with those made during 
the revolutionary era. 



IV. Audio-Visual Materials 

Stimulated by the Bicentennial, there has been a sharp increase in the 
production of audio-visual materials about the American Revolution. 
Some of it is currently available, and much will be forthcoming. New 
items should be looked for in education journals and publisher/ distrib­
utor announcements. Although audio-visual materials complement and 
supplement the written word, reinforce learning, and provide excellent 
sources of motivation and enrichment, they should be used only with 
thought and planning. Such materials should be utilized when they can 
perform a service in the classroom equal or superior to that of other 
materials, when they fit into the lesson and contribute to fulfilling its ob­
jectives, and only after they have been thoroughly previewed. 

The Adams Chronicles, 1750-1900. A 
series of thirteen dramatic television pro· 
grams shown over Public Broadcasting 
SelVice during the 1976 season. Although 
this handsomely funded, carefully re­
searched, and creatively developed project 
will cover the careers of later Adamses, the 
earlier episodes deal with the late colonial 
and revolutionary periods. 

American Ciuilization: 1783-1840. A 
three-part program comprised of 240 
slides in three carousel cartridges, three 
tape cassettes, three long-playing records, 

accompanied by a teacher's guide. Al­
though the scope of this program goes be­
yond the revolutionary period, a good pro­
portion is comprised of portraits of revolu­
tionary leaders and Founding Fathers and 
of examples of neoclassical architecture. 
The Center for Humanities, Inc., Two Hol­
land Avenue, White Plains, NY 10603. 

American History in Ballad and Song. 
Vol. I. Includes three songs on colonial 
life and five songs of the Revolution. Folk­
ways FH5801. Folkways Records, 43 W. 
61st Street, New York, NY 10023. 

70 



Audio-Visual Materials 

The American Revolution: A Cantata 
Based on the Music of the American Col­
onies During the Years 1775-1800, by 
Richard Bales. One-record album combin­
ing song and the spoken word, accompan­
ied by a booklet containing pictures, car­
toons, and textual material. Columbia 
LL1001. Columbia Record Sales, 45-20 
83rd Road, Elmhurst, Queens, NY 11421. 

The American Revolution Through Its 
Songs and Ballads. Long-playing record 
sung and narrated by Bill and Gene Bon­
yun and John Anthony Scott, providing a 
vivid and lifelike aural portrait of the per­
iod. Heirloom Records, Wiscasset, ME 
04578. 

The American Revolution: Two Views. 
Set of four sound filmstrips with narration 
and music. Examines the revolutionary 
era from 1763 to the adoption of the Con­
stitution from both American and British 
perspectives. Automatic and manual pro­
jection. Educational Audio Visual Inc., 
Pleasantville, NY 10570. 

America's Musical Heritage. Records I 
and II of this six-record set contain colonial 
and revolutionary folk songs and ballads 
sung in Burl lves's inimitable style. Decca 
MG79323. Decca Records, Inc., 445 Park 
Ave., New York, NY 10022. 

Battles and Skirmishes of the American 
Revolution in New Jersey. Bureau of Ar­
chives and History, New Jersey State 
Library and Bureau of Geology and Topo­
graphy, New Jersey Department of En­
vironmental Protection. Color; 48" x 28". 
Map Publication Sales Office, Bureau of 
Geology and Topography, P.O. Box2809, 
Trenton, NJ 08625. A printed guide to the 
map is currently being produced, and will 
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be published sometime in 1976. Jnforma· 
tion about the guide, including probable 
date of publication and cost, can be ob· 
tained from the above address. 

Brand, Oscar, comp. Songs o/'76, A Folk­
singer's History of the Revolution. 1972. 
A collection of sixty revolutionary songs 
with words, music and guitar chords. Dis­
tributed by J.P. Lippincott and Co., Phila­
delphia. 

The Colonial Printer. 16mm, sound, color 
film, twenty-six minutes. Deals with the 
patriot-printers who struggled to print the 
truth as they saw it, and focuses upon the 
events of 1775 when revolutionary fighting 
broke out. Colonial Williamsburg, AV 
Distributio~ Section, Williamsburg, VA 
23185. 

Dick, Marcia. Trailway to Freedom­
New Jersey and the Revolution. Sound 
filmstrip, fifty-nine frames, color, cassette. 
A portrayal of the major events of the revo­
lutionary war in New Jersey through maps, 
paintings and photographs of contempor· 
ary sites and buildings. From Heritage to 
Horizon-New Jersey and the Bicenten­
nial. Sound filmstrip, eighty-five frames, 
color, cassette. Compares forms of trans­
portation, shelter, occupations, recreation 
and art in New Jersey two hundred years 
ago with those of today. Both filmstrips 
and cassettes available by direct pick-up 
from Center for Educational Technology, 
Paramus High School, Spring Valley 
Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. 

Distinguished Lecture Series. Eighteen 
lectures by prominent Americans on the 
nature and the future of the American 
Revolution, videotaped at historic or other 
outstanding sites during 1973-1974. 
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NPACT, Public Broadcasting Service, 
Washington, DC 20408. 

Dcwnes, Olin and Elie Siegmeister. A 
Treasury of American Song. New York: 
Alfred A Knopf, 1943. Piano score and 
words in large print with historical back· 
ground of each song. Includes about thirty 
ballads from the colonial and revolutionary 
periods. 

The History of New Jersey [Set In. Set of 
six color filmstrips. Rlmstrip five is entitled 
"The Age of Discontent and Rebellion, 
1764-1776" (fifty-three frames) and in­
cludes Nei.v Jersey's response to British 
restrictions, the formation of the Commit· 
tee of Correspondence and the Commit· 
tee of Safety, the arrest of Governor Frank· 
!in, and the adoption of the constitution of 
1776. Rlmstrip six is "The Era of the War 
for Independence in Nei.v Jersey, 1776· 
1783" (forty-four frames) and deals with 
the battles, sites and principal figures in 
New Jersey during the Revolution. Asso· 
dated Educators, P.O. Box 2663, State 
College, West Chester, PA 19380. 

Independence in the Making. Rlmstrip, 
color, sixty-one frames. An "eyewitness" 
account by an ordinary Williamsburg citi· 
zen of the events that led to the Revolution 
and its ultimate success as gleaned from 
personal observation and conversations of 
others. Colonial Williamsburg, AV Distribu· 
tion Section, Williamsburg, VA23185. 

Landmarlc of America Series. Set of nine 
standard 8mm. sound reel color loop films, 
fifteen minutes each. Series deals with the 
historical significance of major American 
landmarks. Two titles are "Independence 
Hall" and "Old North Church." Multi· 
Ways Educational Corporation, Neo.v York, 
NY10021. 
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Library of Congress. American folk music 
anthology on fifteen long-playing records 
to be announced in 1976. Covers major 
traditions- Indian, European, African and 
others, rural and urban. Information Of. 
fice, Washington, DC 20540. 

Lomax, John and Alan. Folk Song, USA. 
NelAI York: Signet Books, 1966. A stimula· 
ting and colorful collection of folk songs, 
folk stories and tall tales with background 
information, a good number of which deal 
with the colonial and revolutionary 
periods. 

Molnar, John W., comp. Songs From the 
Williamsburg Theatre. Williamsburg: Uni· 
versity of Virginia Press, 1972. A selection 
of fifty songs performed on the stage In 
eighteenth century Williamsburg. Ar· 
ranged for piano and voice, with historical 
notes and bibliography. 

Moore, Frank, ed. Songs and Ballads of 
the American Revolution, With Notes and 
Illustrations. Ne1A1 York: Amo Press, 1969. 
Reprint of an excellent source collection 
of close to one hundred revolutionary 
poems, songs and ballads, with illustrative 
notes. 

Nathan Hale Ancient Fifes & Drums. Mu­
sic of the Revolution. 1974. Volume I of 
the series is a long-playing record contain· 
Ing twenty-nine ballads, dances and 
marches popular between 1765 and 1812. 
Bunker Hill Recording Studios, P.O. Box 
1776, Coventry, CN 06238. 

National Geographic Society. Decades of 
Decision: The American Revolution. A 
series of twelve dramatic films dealing with 
key human aspects of the revolutionary 
era; 16mm, sound, color, twenty-five 
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minutes each, grade level five through 
twelve. Made In conjunction with Metro­
politan Pittsburgh Public Broadcasting and 
Carnegie-Mellon University, each film, 
accompanied by a packet of primary 
source documents and a teacher's guide, 
constitutes a learning unit. Purchase from 
the Society (17 and M Sts., N.W., Wash­
ington, DC 20036); rental from any Mod­
em Rim Rental Library. 

Nebenzahl, Kenneth and Higginbotham, 
Don. Atlas of the American Revolution. 
Nw York: Rand McNally, 1974. A com­
plete, finely produced but expensive col­
lection of campaign and battle maps pub­
lished during the revolutionary war for 
participants and observers with an easily­
read accompanying text. It includes a num­
ber dealing with military activities in Nw 
Jersey. 

New Jersey Past and Present. A series of 
fifteen videotapes produced between 1973 
and 1975 by Willingboro high school stu­
dents under a grant from the Ne\11 Jersey 
American Revolution Bicentennial Cel­
ebration Commission. Each tape, ten to 
fifteen minutes in length, is on a Nw Jer­
sey historic site or event. School systems 
with videotape capabilities can receive gra­
tis a complete set by sending blank tapes to 
Sidney L. Taylor, Willingboro Public 
Schools, Willingboro, NJ 08046. 

Pictures of the Revolutionary War. The 
National Archives Trust Fund Board, Gen­
eral Services Administration, Washington, 
DC 20408. A pamphlet listing selected 
pictures relating to the American Revolu­
tion, arranged by subject, held by the Na­
tional Archives. They are black and white 
photographic copies of works of art that 
can be ordered from the National Ar­
chives. 
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The Planter St.atesmen of Colonial Vir­
ginia. Filmstrip color, thirty-nine frames. 
Reveals the preparation for national 
leadership through devotion to public ser­
vice and political and military experience 
on the local level of men like Washington, 
Jefferson and James Madison. Colonial 
Williamsburg, AV Distribution Section, 
Williamsburg, VA23185. 

Platt, Charles D., comp. Ballads of New 
Jersey in the Revolution. Port Washing­
ton, NY: Kennikat Press, 1972. Contains 
sixty ballads, with illustrations, which ac­
count the progress of the war in the state. 

Redcoats and Rebels. WBGO, Newark 
Board of Education Station (88.3-FM). 
Fifteen, fifteen-minute dramatized pro­
grams commissioned by the Nw Jersey 
Public Broadcasting Authority, each focus· 
Ing on an individual-man or woman, fa­
mous or obscure, patriot or Loyalist, white 
or black. Broadcast over non-commercial 
radio stations in the state beginning in mid-
1975. Inquiries concerning receipt of 
scripts should be addressed to WBGO, 
345 High St., Newark, NJ 07102. 

The Rhetoric of War. A three-quarter inch 
videotape cassette, color, thirty minutes. 
Information and purchase or rental: Tele­
vlsion Center, University of Michigan, 400 
Fourth Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. 

Scott, John Anthony. The Ballad of Amer­
ica: The History of the United States in 
Song and Story. Nw York: Bantam 
Books, 1972. An excellent musical refer­
ence work for the classroom tracing the 
nation's history through its folksongs and 
ballads, with much material on the colonial 
and revolutionary periods. 
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Silber, Irwin, comp., Songs of Inde­
pendence. 1973. Words, music and guitar 
accompaniment, along with historical set· 
ting, for over one hundred songs about 
America, ranging from 1620 to 1815 
but concentrating on the revolutionary 
period. Stackpole Books, Cameron & 
Kelker Sts., Hanisburg, PA 17105. 

Sirl<is, Nancy. Reflections of 1776. New 
York: Viking Press, 1974. A collection of 
photographs of homes, shops and public 
buildings and places with some accom· 
panylng text which attempts to capture the 
architectural appearance of the American 
colonies at the outbreak of the Revolution. 
There are a number of good examples 
from New Jersey. 

Songs from a Colonial Tauem as Per· 
formed by Taylor Vrooman In Colonial 
Williamsburg. Decca DL74546. Also in 
book form, Songs from a Colonial Tavern 
by Taylor Vrooman (Wilhamsburg, 1964). 
Both available from Publications Sales, 
Colonial Williamsburg, Williamsburg, VA 
23185. 

To Set a Country Free. A seventy-four 
page volume published by the Library of 
Congress based upon its Bicentennial 
exhibition, containing reproductions of 
over one hundred maps, portraits, draw­
ings, broadsides and manuscripts dealing 

with British-colonial relations between 
1762 and 1783. Information Office, Ll­
brary of Congress, Washington, DC 
20540. Copies of individual illustrations 
may be obtained from the Library's Photo­
duplicating Service. 

War of Independence. Super 8mm. Car­
tridge optical sound color loop film, twen­
ty.four minutes. Presents the formation of 
the Continental army and United States 
Navy and their roles In the war. United 
States National Audio Visual Center, 
Washington, DC 20409. 

Williamsburg- The Story of a Patriot. 
16mm, sound, color film, thirty-six min· 
utes. Although focused on Williamsburg, 
capital of colonial Virginia, it deals with the 
broad issues of British-colonial conflict, 
the events leading to independence, and 
the roles of the Virginia patriots, Washing­
ton, Jefferson and Patrick Henry. Colonial 
Williamsburg, AV Distribution Section, 
Williamsburg, VA 2185 

Yankee Doodle Fought Here. Program of 
authentic eighteenth century music and 
historical narrative of New Jersey's role in 
the revolutionary era. Two-record album, 
a one-hour cassette, and a book. Music 
and text, 138 pp. DPR Publishers, North­
west Blvd., Newfield, NJ 08344. 
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V. Community and Institutional Resources 

The rationale for utilizing community and institutional resources is 
well established. The concrete and close at hand command attention, 
arouse interest, awaken a sense of pride or concern, and displace remote 
and impersonal subject matter with the personal and intimate. Interest is 
aroused because students enjoy being active and doing things, whether 
it is handling, vie\.Vi.ng or interpreting manuscripts and artifacts, preparing 
an exhibit or scrapbook, intervie\.Vi.ng, or taking a field trip. The past is 
made real through familiarity which helps students to mentally picture 
material conditions and events of the past and to reproduce in them­
selves similar mental states that determined or were determined by 
them. Related to this is historical continuity, the understanding of which 
is promoted by a study of the local scene which shows in microcosm 
changing patterns and similarities or contrasts between past and present. 
An awareness of community problems and the development of the vital 
skill of critical thinking, through locating and weighing evidence and in­
terpreting the past, can lead to the exercise of good citizenship. 

One caveat should be raised. In the use of community and institu­
tional resources for classroom purposes, antiquarianism should be 
avoided-the teaching of the past for the past's sake and the belief that 
age alone gives value and usefulness. 
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COMMUNITY AND INSTITlJilONAL RESOURCES 

A. Agencies and 
Organizations 

Association of County Cultural and Heri­
tage Commissions of New Jersey. Fonned 
in 1975 this organization is an alliance of 
the seventeen county commissions that ex­
ist in New Jersey. The list belO\I/ gives the 
mailing address and telephone number of 
each. The commissions are sources of use­
ful infonnation on local historic sites, his­
torical programs aimed at students and the 
general public, and programs in history 
and the arts. 

Atlantic County 739 Guarantee Trust 
Building, Atlantic City 08401; (609) 
344.3579 

Bergen County Bergen Community Col­
lege, 400 Paramus Rd. Paramus 
07652; (201) 447-1500 

Burlington County 49 Rancocas Rd. 
MountHolly080€i0;(609) 267-3300 

Camden County County Court House, 
10th Floor, Camden 08101; (609) 757-
8191 

Cape May County 36 Main St., Dennisville 
08214;(609) 861-2388 

Cumberland County 300 Cherry St., Apt. 
12, Vineland 083€i0; ( 609) 691-85 72 

Essex County County Hall of Re· 
cords, Room 123, 4 70 High St., New­
ark 07102; (201) 961-8273 

Hunterdon County R.D. 1, Annandale 
08801;(201) 735-7358 

Mercer County County Administra­
tion Building, 640 S. Broad St, Tren­
ton 08607; (609) 989-6701 

Middlesex County County Adminis­
tration Annex, 841 Georges Rd., 
New Brunswick 08902; (201) 246-5788 

Morris County County Court House, 
Ann St, MorristO'.Vn 07960; (201) 285-
6198 
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Ocean County 33 Brooks Rd., Toms River 
08753; (201) 349-2506 

Passaic County c/o Paterson News 
News Plaza, Paterson 07509; (201) 
274-2000 

Salem County County Court House, 90 
Market St., Salem 08079; (609) 935-
1776 

Sussex County lnfonnation unavailable 
Union County McKay Library, Union Col· 

lege, Springfield Ave., Cranford 07016; 
(201) 272-3140 

Warren County County Court House, 
Belvidere 07823;(201) 475-5571 

Although Hudson County does 
not have a cultural and heritage commis­
sion, its very active Office of Cultural and 
Heritage Affairs provides similar setvices. 
Address c/o Planning Department, Hud· 
son County Administration Building, 595 
Newark Ave., Jersey City 07306; (201) 
659-5062. 

Historic Sites Section, New Jersey Depart­
ment of Enuironmental Protection, John 
Fitch Plaza, Trenton 08625; (609) 292-
2023. lnfonnation on historic sites in gen­
eral with special reference to state-0\l/ned 
structures and sites. 

New Jersey American Reuolution Bicen­
tennial Celebration Commission, 379 W. 
State St., Trenton 08625; (609) 292-6576. 
Official Bicentennial agency for New Jer­
sey. Information on local, state and nation­
al Bicentennial programs. Newsletter pub­
lished five times per year; no charge. 

New Jersey Historical Commission, 113 
West State St., Trenton 08625; (609) 292-
6062. State agency charged by statute with 
promotion of public interest in and aware­
ness of New Jersey history. Publications, 
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annual teachers' workshop and symposi· 
um in New Jersey history. Newsletter pub· 
lished September through June carries 
news of meetings, programs, and on-going 
projects dealing with New Jersey history; 
no charge. 

New Jersey Historical Society, 230 Broad· 
way, Newark 07104; (201) 483-3939. 
Museum and library facilities. Publication 
of New Jersey History, the only scholarly 
journal devoted exclusively to the state's 
history. Jerseymen Student History Pro· 
gram encourages study of New Jersey his· 
tory at secondary level; publication The 
Crossroads presents a different topic for 
student consumption periodically through· 
out the academic year. 

B. Publications 

Dehaney, Martyvonne. "A Resource 
Guide to Art and Architecture in New 
Jersey from Pre-Columbian Times to the 
Civil War," 1968. Unpublished doctoral 
dissertation providing teachers and stu· 
dents with a reference work which in­
cludes several hundred collections in the 
state of furniture, glass, ceramics, textiles, 
prints, paintings and sculpture, a portion 
of which was produced in the late colonial 
and revolutionary eras. May be purchased 
from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, 
MI48104; orderno. 69-10,537. 

Lindemer, George C. Guide to the Educa­
tional Uses of New Jersey Historical Muse­
ums. South Orange: Seton Hall University 
Press, 1974. A well developed, thoroughly 
documented handbook which highlights 
fifteen of the principal historic houses and 
villages in New Jersey, and includes an 
excellent examination of the educational 
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purposes underlying the utilization of his· 
toric museums and a lengthy geographic 
listing of historical museums and societies 
in the state. 

Museums Council of New Jersey. Direc­
tory. Trenton: Museums Council of 
New Jersey, 1975. Compiled by Karen G. 
Cummins. Write c/o New Jersey State 
Museum, 205 W. State St., Box 1868, 
Trenton 08625. A compilation of the 
programs and services offered by member 
Institutions, including Newark Museum, 
New Jersey Historical Society, State Mu­
seum. Infonnation by county and includes 
address and telephone number. 

New Jersey Environmental Times. Special 
Historic Sites Edition. Vol. 6, no. 2, Febru­
ary, 1974, 12 pp. Pictures and text of pub· 
licly-owned Bicentennial related historic 
sites. New Jersey Department of Environ­
mental Protection, Room 805, Labor and 
Industry Building, John Fitch Plaza, Tren­
ton 08625. 

Scenic and Historic Tours. New Jersey De· 
partment of Labor and Industry, State Pro· 
motion, Division of Economic Develop· 
ment, P.O. Box 400, Trenton 08625. 
Delineates a series of historic and recrea· 
tional motor tours of the state. 

Stember, Sol. The Bicentennial Guide to 
the American Revolution. Volume II: The 
Middle Colonies. New York: Saturday Re­
view Press/E.P. Dutton & Co., 1974. 
Excellent combination of detailed descrip· 
tions of the battles, skinnishes, forts and 
encampments of the American Revolu· 
tion, and specific travel guide explaining 
h0'.4' to reach sites and describing their 
current appearance as well as how they 
looked two centuries ago. Written in a 
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readable, stimulating style, half of this vol­
ume is devoted to New Jersey. 

What to Do in New Jersey. Published an­
nually by What to Do County Publications, 
P.O. Box 84, Chappaqua, NY 10514. 
Includes, besides a wide variety of other 
subjects, listing and locations of land­
marks, museums and libraries. 
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Wright, William C., comp. Diredory of 
Historical Societies of New Jersey (League 
of Historical Societies of New Jersey, 
1972). Order from New Jersey Historical 
Commission, 113 W. State St., Trenton 
08625. Alphabetical listing of nearly two 
hundred local, county and statewide or­
ganizations. Lists services, collections, 
library and museum hours, address and 
telephone number. 
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