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CO<)ne~ratino counties 
U.'1::-JLl v<c~u from a later census is 122,000 

most populous 
to nearest hundred as are 

15,600. Burlington with 13,100 ranked 
with 12,500 was third. Morris 

and Middlesex, with 10,200, was 
a five~digit total. 

i-<nv·r<nn followed with 9,200, 8,900, 
8,000 with 6,000, Cumberland with 

May with 1,800 completed the list. 
The concentration of more than 60 ..-.ri •• ,..ri.-.+ 

New Jersey in counties was not .... '"''~'u•;;,, 
vast majority of Americans, most Jerseymen were 







Salem. 
as 

u~,.,~v. It was es1:ablist1ed 
at the Raccoon Creek the highway which 
building between Burlington and Salem. The of a 
at Raccoon in 1 705 symbolized the coming to maturity 
Swedish community on the east side of the Delaware. 

The Swedish experience in New Jersey is one 
examples of the process by which non-English settlers in 
became acculturated to Anglo-Saxon ways. Peter Kalm, 
Swedish botanist who traveled in North America, devoted 
pages in the account of his journey to a description of the incorpo­
ration of English words into the Swedish spoken by the colonists. 



Muusters who to preserve 
guage and of the rituals the Swedish Lutheran Church were 

Only willing to concede to the changing circum~ 
stances success. The Reverend Dr. Carl Magnus Wrangel, 

example, gained adherents by using the English language and 
the prayer book of the Anglican Church. By 1800 all Swedish con -
gregations had become Episcopalian and had informed the 
ecclesiastical authorities in Sweden that they no longer desired 
their missionaries. 

The Dutch element in New Jersey was much more important 
than the Swedish. They accounted for 16.6 percent of the white 
population, whereas the Swedes totaled only 3.9 percent. The 
Dutch, after the English, were the largest ethnic group in the colony, 
and their strength of numbers delayed their absorption into the 
English population. 

Colonists from the Dutch settlement on Manhattan Island 
crossed the Hudson River in the 1630s to establish communities 
in the area between present-day Jersey City and Hoboken. But, like 
the Swedes, the Dutch enjoyed their greatest successes in New 
Jersey during the era of British rule. In 1664 the Dutch presence 
was limited to the tiny village of Bergen, but in the following years 
it spread across the Hackensack, Passaic, and Raritan valleys. The 
Dutch also migrated to the Minisink area of the upper Delaware 
River in search of valuable mineral deposits. 

Dutch manners and institutions long survived Swedish ones. 
The large size of the Dutch population made its absorption by the 
English a process which would require more than a century. And, 
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Page three "A of the Ratables in the Township 
made thereon in the Month of August ... 1779." 







writers he 
.;:J~LUliJ:Y wax. And 

who were learning to write 
books and four primers . 

......,.,., .... ,...1-,..,. ..... T,... were neither as numerous nor as 
prominent as in the ports of New York and Philadelphia. Only 
two persons among more than seven hundred Jerseymen who 
wrote wills in 1 759-1761 identified themselves in their testaments 
as merchants or shopkeepers. One of them, Joseph Ballard of 
Burlington County, had only £12 in personal property. But 
other, Preserve Brown of Nottingham in Burlington County, had 
personal property worth £5,835 10s. ld. Brown had £667 8s. 1 ld. 
in shop goods and rl,351 10s. 2d. in bills and bonds. Brown's 
estate and that of Hughes, which totaled £4,950 1 lOd., 
ample proof that merchants could become men of great wealth. 

The September 1 779 tax rolls for Trenton Township 
composition of a New Jersey community's upper class at the time of 
the Revolution. Charles Pettit, the richest man in the town, was 
rated at £1,076 15s. He was the quartermaster 
in the area and apparently had a lucrative business vUl..-"-'"'u 

American military with food and other necessities. 
slave, a riding chair, and the only four-wheeled chaise in town-
ship. The three next most well-to-men, all of whom were over 
£200, were also identified as merchants in the tax 

Several other wealthy residents of Trenton, all over 
were engaged in nonfarming businesses. John Howell had two 
and Richard Green, a still and a ferry. Stacy 
where leather was processed, and Amos 
fishery. Joseph Gree,n had a one-fifth share in a 
Howell operated a tavern and a ferry. 
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1719-21 1729-31 173941 1749-51 1759-61 

D Average Personal Property Holding • Median Personal Property Holding 

The average personal property holding for a given the 
sum of the values of the estates suiveyed by the of estates. 
that estate ranking halfway between the highest and ICM1est. For 
group of estates valued at n, £2, £3, £4, and £90, 
the median is £3. Source: William A Whitehead et al. eds.. of the State 
of New Jersey ... l st. ser .. 42 vols. (Various Places: State of New Jersey, 1880-
1949). 
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Source: Willlam A Whitehead et al. eds., Archives of the State of New Jersey .. 
1st ser .. 42 vols. (Various Places: State of Na.v Jersey. 1880-1949). 
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of Pennsylvania, 
The works of 

particular, see The Early New 
Jersey Agricultural Society, of New 
Jersey (Trenton: Past Times 1966), Promotional 
Literature of New Jersey (Trenton: New Agricultural Society, 
1964), An Introduction to Crime and Punishment in Colonial New 
Jersey (Trenton: Past Times Press, 1960), The Personal Estates of 
Early Farmers and Tradesmen of Colonial New Jersey, 1670-1750 
(Trenton: New Jersey Agricultural Society, 1971), Some Early 
Industries of New Jersey (Trenton: New Jersey Agricultural Society, 
1965), and Some Legislation Affecting Rural Life in Colonial New 
Jersey (Trenton: Past Times Press, 1957). Grace Ziegler Weiss col~ 
laborated on many of these books. 

A number of other writings touch on diverse aspects of the 
history of New Jersey. Alice Hanson Jones, Wealth Estimates for 
the American Middle Colonies, 1774, which appeared as vol. 18, 
no. 4, part 2 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, July, 1970), of 
Economic Development and Cultural Change, and Jackson 
Turner Main, The Soda/ Structure of Revolutionary America 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1965), contain some 
analyses of the distribution of wealth and property in the province. 
Main' s The Sovereign States, 1775-1783 (New York: New View~ 
points, 1973), has information about Jersey politics. Wallace N. 
Jamison, Religion in New Jersey: A Brief History(Princeton: D. Van 
Nostrand Co., 1964) succinctly examines that important topic, and 
Nelson R. Burr, Education in New Jersey, 1630-1871 (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1942), is the standard work on that 
subject. Finally Linda Grant DePauw, in Fortunes of War: New 
Jersey Women and the American Revolution (Trenton: New Jersey 
Historical Commission, 1975), examines the status of women in 
colonial society and their special experiences in the revolutionary 
conflict. 
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Donald W Whisenhunt Elias Boudinot 
.19. Dennis P. New Jersey's Whigs 

New Jersey's Loyalists 
William Livingston: New Jerseils First Governor 

Widmer The Christmas Campaign: The Ten Days of 
Trenton and Princeton 

23. Suzanne Corlette The Rne and the Useful Arts In New Jersey,. 
1750.1800 

24. Education in New Jersey in the Reooluttanary Em 
25. Samuel S. The Battle of Monmouth 
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and the American Revolution 
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Order from New Jersey Historical Commission. J 13 West State Street 
Trenton, NJ08625. 
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